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ths head, [+ ay "the variety of x Pee of which it 1s: . a l 
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6 INJURIES or Tuz. HEAD, 


Arbe covering, « called She ſoup, conſiſts of the cutis, the membrana 
ee, verily af recen 
and temporal muſcles, emi a kind of aponeuroſis) and the mem- 
brane which immediately covers the bones of the ſkull, called there- 
for he geficrafgum] ! T V A 1110 

is variety of parts, upon the infliction of wounds, blows, &c. 
frequently. occaſions a variety of ſymptoms ; which ſymptoms ought 
by practitioners to be carefully and properly diſtinguiſhed from each 
Sher ;:pot/pnly hgcapſe they qſten) ariſe fray, the giſtigctt rand partie. 

_ cular nature, of the part injured, but becauſe they general point 
out the molt effectual meags 2of, relief. If to theſe conſiderations we 
add another, no leſs true, and important, (viz.) that there is, and 

muſe a;coptant.;communicatign, .by means, of, blood-yeſſels Lt 
tween all the parts without, and within the head, it will kr tha 
injuries done to this part, though ſeemingly, and at firſt ſight, flight 


_ 8-0 are prove. of. dee enen e A 
I will not waſte the reader's time, by entering Into a detail © 4. e 


method of treating common inciſed wounds, but proceed immediately 
to thoſe which, (though the miſchief is originally confined to the _ 
mere ſcalp,) yet are frequently very terrible to behold, are often at- 


tended with alarming ſympteins, and ſometities with danger. Theſe 
Ve: what are called Jacerated \ 8 8 4 300 thoſe, made by CARERS 

The for War ma be r duced. to two nds, (viz.) thoſe in which 
OS torn, Ar 7 divided,” itl*keep py its natural fitu= 


Fler 
Sn 155 * not e or ſpar ed from th the - 1 to 9 any conſide- 
9 able g dil ſtance, be ond th e red of the wound'; vs and thoſe; in which 


IF is. conbilerably detac ched rom the parts ĩt dug ht to cover. 


W 41; 


5 The fit of theſe, . if 1375 and not el with the FR ARE 


T0 7] 


Pf, pPHefrances of an miſchief, "do. not require a0 particular, ; 


+ 44:4 £930 bt 7 


| 91 different tr 4 — 1 what the Tame kind of wounds * 'requite | 


on all other parts: "bar the atter, 1 in which the * is * 


* : — 
@.cT £2 
*_ >» 7 of. 
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rated; and detached from: the; parts it ought to coyet, ) are in pid, 
by the different methods in which they may be treated, frequently 
capable of being cured, with a conſiderable deal more or leſs eaſe and 
expedition, but are alſo fometimes a matter of great conſequence to 
che health and well-being. of the, patient Both writers and, practi : 
tioners differ much, in their advice and conduct on this ſubject. Wich 
me it is a. practice, immediately to remove ſuch portion of the ſcalp- 
as is fairly and perfectly detached from the parts underneath * ith 
others to attempt its freſert ation. 

Each of theſe opinions call be gonſidered i in ö 4-gaveral 1 
abi to every individual caſe: without diſtind ion; and 
taken in ſuch- general conſideration, they cannot be both right. - It- 

may therefore: be worth while to enquite, What reaſons. each party has 
to giue for its opinion and condu ee. 
They wholadviſe the temebal, affirm, Watix hen a lacge portion af 
the ſcalp has been, perfedly:and totally ſeparated, from the Parks, it 
oughd to.cover,. and that: for ſotur conſiderable ſpace, it will net again 
coaleſce or unite with ſuch parts; and therefore that an attempt to 
| procure ſuch. union; by replacing the ſeparated! piece, will, ogly pro- 
mac the tiche of cute, by furniſhing a lodgment.. For matter, and: 
Boughs, which matter and Houghs; malt, prevent the thing intended. 
| Tua in 61 of anne or, of thoſe produced. *. gat 1 
done te abe pants under the cranium,. the replacing the lacerated ſealp, - 
man not only prevent our immediate enguyry into. the nature eff ch 
i ahnte may pe, and hide (atleaſt for a gung, ſuch 45. 


| APpraranges as mig ht furniſh indications pr a ſurgeon e Conduct. 
_. They 6555 adviſe Ne n 0 the, i parated, ſcalp, * "do It 
PO Bob nil lagoon 1 x4 


1 10 Is 0 50 J 7111 2 om tide 0 tad & enh⁰ονι. vl 
not obſerve, that when I ſay ſeparated, I mean only with regard 


" 1 preſume I n 
to the inferior ſurface of ſuch piece, and. that it. is ſtill contiguous with ſome part of the. 
kin. ' : | | 1 | | 2 4 


\ 
* 
* ; | 
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99 patent ey thereby vs (tet) 8. gert geil bf pain, fave much 
ume, and fuſtain uck eſo defortnit); chat with regard de che inime- | 
Ute enquiry into tas fate of the Wanturi, it muytbe made before the 
_ Yealp is feplieed'f chat if there de no preſent ſymptoms which indicate 255 
: . e underneath, iu would be abſurdte act merely ö 
| pod che prefumprion, tät chere may: be ſpnte in futüne : At ift 
de more proper und vindicable; e400 hut io right at firſt,>of accord 
tg to the preſent citcuniſtance, and to attend to what may happen ar 
Secur hereafter when ſuch oecuttenoes have happened 3 and that the 
otmition of futter, *ndofloughs, under -the- detached: and replaced 
| reunon- in e wor tens: „ te il. OY Lk 48 * 
I.t is to be preſumed,” that.evgry practitioner wiſhes. to cute bis Pati- 
ents as footvas he can, hy ches leaſt pai veans, and in ſuch manner 
all he produive. f. qhedeslt poſlible;deformity, or defect; takigg 
Ste en the füme ume, ndt to. ba anartpmfe e evil, which may. 
ariſe, "We pain or neb e doing uhatayer ag 9 4 aring 
ſuch cure? „ „ B . 1 3%, 1 . Bie 5 
— Upon this principle, 1m N 0g ICH ple « ot. f declaring it as MEL opi- | 
11 that: the refer ati of. 18 x 5 ught always to attempted, 


, or there are manifeſt 
8 Ffingioms of other "milchicf. v 


Hh ns T „ eee 
times very terrible to loo at, they w > have Bet been accuſtomed 
46 he ly be 1 elded be to e hee 1 n remedy but excifton: 
but have fo often” made the Experiment of endetvouring' to preſerve 
the torn p diebe, and axe 16 Akten füccbeded, that I would reevinimend 
| bi as 2 was alway 10 be attemip fed, "even. us i part" of the*cranium 
won be Fee W e the tho ; clacuinſtances. already men- 
tioned render it improper or impracticable. The removal of At fer- 


farily FO neon rag ata, which maſt require ET he 
Þ | , | * t: Fes N c 4 va , : - bh ra J rf 8 "5 3511 en ; wy). . to .. 
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Prevents beck | 94. thc Dient pron ig ai bp M nt 
Therefurd whencfuck-eae 2 be ,particulacly 
careful to examine,” whether there are any: appearances, or ſymptoms, 

bang other dad of dnifcdicf bade what dhe Loolp Has Luſtajned, and 

l;f here be naher, let him make the torn piece clean from all dirt, or 
Kreige bodies. Fm dada g. to its 
1 eee eee muſt ;a good deal 

. depen upon the particular eircumſtan ces of ; cach individual caſe; and 

_ ' therefore» muſt be left to the ſurgeon, who: will melee uſe of. plaſter, 

bandage; and ſuture, tagether or ſeparately, as he ſhall, find them moſt 

. convenient, and beſt fitted 90 che purpoſ e. Dambach 
Im aware that the-verymentibn of u future in a wound of he 
:ſcalp, -partitulachy a lacerated one, will ſtartle ſome-of e ae, 

be habe been itauglit tliit it g always wrong am buth Ih Nhat 

chi 18 the general doctrind, but I Kno allo, chat although it be 

ſometimes true, yet if it be implicitly adhered; to,: it will provont a 

Practitioner now and then from receiving awer aſeful | alliftance. A 
Rich, made with a flip-knot, vill dmetimec, hid che &vidsd parts 

in ſuch ſituation, as will greatly expedite a cure, day cyſts d vety + 
| lost time will anſwer: the end, und the chte may lde embed as 

ſoon as ever bie purpole is Seed, or che ſutute becomes | aber 

| eee li ndigp 2:18 00) Gi agree vt bet 

x2 : InCorpoaſes.3his will bea  thatde;roquited x -rhe/fogferied Ap will 

ende with ine parts from which it way torn. | 

wil be .90.6ther-ſore,, than what ariſes -from yy po of 

- bringing the lips of che Hound inte Hn De. and 

ee eee e, oppreton.. ' 
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ANJURGES ON ThE H 4 D. 


Jon hes ocher hand, it ometiines/ happens hat ſuck parſe, requniop 
is :not · to be obtained, in whieh caſe matter will be formed and vol 
ſlected n thoſe places, where the parts dont coaleſce, but this does 
Hot-nereffarily make any difference, either ihftho general intention. er 
Wan, thib marter may eaſily be diſcharged., by one on / ſmiall 
opermge made with a lancet the head ili preſarve o ito- aufe 
een will be very littlorretarded by as ſevoſmall ab- 
ceſſes. TI TT TIED eee eee 
4 deen i nets dlwass woc ide meeemeng ae ſay that it 
muſt be always; and/invariably-aight, to retuün dhe Jooſened: pdp. "and 
t einde our to procure its immediate rei union, or that ſuch attempt 
" wilbadways ſucceed ; Lonly mean to ſigvify, that it is my opinion, 
(and that: founded on experience) that the mere ſepatation or detaah- 
mente ofi:ghe ſcalp, to however; large an extent, is net ted, and 
Aulldcient araſon, for cutting off any part af: it ãm eaſes where: na. ther 
- miſchiebiſtems to. have been done,/:iniwbichitheiceaniuemds-upipjuced; 
and the parts within -t unhurt; and, that hm attempt to ptgautei:a 


re- union it the: parts: from whichi it was ſeparated,: tho t will 


ſometimes fail. yet will moſt frequently-ſucceed,i and is always worth 


making. n ſuch erperiment, properly, made; can hever he attended 


wich gnyr real incamveniences. Kb i eng! ht aut gi 
In ſame caſes, the whole ſeparated piece: will (as I have ſaid be- 

| for e) unite. perfectly, abd-give little on no trpuble, . cſpecially.in. young, 
and healthy, perſqns i in ſore, the union will take, place imiome parts, 


and, not in-gthers4; and eanſeguendly, matter will be formed, and re- 


quire.to be diſcharggds perhaps at, ſevoral. different: pointsis avgd.inlome 


: Particular; . nces, and. habits, there: Will be NP. POND af, 
al, the, torn. cellular membrane, zor the nero nel in, 


Bs and become ils 


170 Safe” r | I's 7 . 1 
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Fi RENT ERN AT VEORDONCE. 17 
collected and perhüps the'tranium will be dehuded y but even in łhis 
ſtate of things: wich doe not very often happen, where proper care 
hab been takenf nels ulmeſt the work whith can happen in / che caſe 
of tere! np le le rätion, und detachmemt, I fafyreven in this, if = 
Bet heute ſoon; nor toonnuth alarmed, nor in 2 
Milkyto ut WE Will often find the eure much more feaſible than he 
ty de Hr DAgine: det Mat take care to keep tlie inflammation under 
by: proper means, let him have patience. till the matter is fairly and 
fullty{formed, und the floughs perfectly ſeparated; and when this is ac- 
compliſhed, let him make a proper number of dependant openings for 


the diſcharge of them, and let him by bandage, and other proper ma- 


nagement, keep the parts in donſtant contact with each other, /d he 
will oſten find /a that although he was foiled in his firſt intention of 
ptocuting immediate union, yet he will frequently ſueceedi in chi hig 
ſecond j he willftill ave. the ſealp/ ſhorten the cure, and prevent the 
geht deforinity ariſing; (particularly to women) not only from tlie 
ſcarz bat from the total loſs of . Lil a1 oy ae bs 
Fhave ſuid, that his union may often he procured, even tho“ the 
eren iDν,Htehhave been perfect denuded bythe deident, Aid It id 
true it only che ĩt Moulc have been ſtript ef its Perietah r ut firſt; 
but even if that Fain mend ſhould have become ſldughy and caſt ff. 
49 1 have often ſeen- nk eg e 21 2919; enn 
Exfoliation from eee Pi AP violence; and to 
which no other ĩury hes been dont than mitrely ſtrĩpping it of its co- 
veriug; ds 4 dircuniſtance which bud ot . often Happen, if it was 
not talen for- granted char it imüſt be, ahd th bons trexted according 
to ſuch erpectutbon; the ſoft pen texture ef che Bones öf children, 


ant youtg people, wr Freqbently fürflih A Incafflattion, which will 
cover their ſurface, and render exfoliation quite unneceſſary; and een 
in thoſe of mature age. and in whom the bones are ſtill harder, exſo- 

1 liation 


12 IN ÞVK W939 OF; TAI 1 B An. 


 Liation; 36. ſull. ag often: th eſſect oßart, as. the intention: of nature. 
aul produced / by a method of: drefingy.calculated;to.accomplich ſuch 
end, under a ſuppoſition. of its being neeeſſay. Sometimes indeed; it 
bappens,: that. a ſpall ſeple Wall neeeſſarily ſeparata, and. the fare. gan- 
nod becperfeRly: healed tall ſuoh ſeparation: has i been: made , hut: this 
kind oh exfoliation: will ba very ſmall a and. thing ia proportion. tot chat 
produced y at that is bat produced by: dreſſing the ſurface of the 
bar bone With ſpirituous tingures &, and when,,a wound on the 
head. with & ſQund:uninjured-hones deauded: by acaident, hams a diſ- 
pobtion tabenltwichont exfoliation, it never can he gight.40,60n4ter> 
act wature, „and ablige her todo that᷑ ſhe is not inclined, to, andiwhigh 
ths would 4ccomplith thes pu pee bettet withqut dein 214 den, 
fp the ſcalg ba detached. by ſuch , meang, or with ſuch / fra oi in · 
ſtrument, that the. ſkull; or. parts within it have ſuſfeted then the in- 
mediate; union of tho ſkin hecomes mpraGicablejc/andivit would be 
highly. injvdi cious to ſauampt it ; ouruattention then muſt be aid 
the greater evil. it then becomes; anqther leind of gaſes. and all that. = 
nerd be; ſaid of it in this place: ig. that; although» ſuch miſchief does 
generally tequite the removal of ſoms port. yet even. in this. ſuuation. 
no more of it ſhould be cut · off than hat / will he geceſſary top the de- 
dotctian, and,; proper reatment: of cb» miſchief ., In ſhorti whether 
confidered. as fin, 95;a6-gbe feat of dhe hair, it ought never to be re- 
moved, wantonly, r Without cahſelute neceſſity... £2420 H Aa) 

r inflruments,..oe. bodics. 
which, eke unfture, güthernfban Cut, ate; in general more. apt 


ang, mctimes a1 

deen 908 ith uk dare We —— — 
Wee al] ayur box 8g! S Aatalear. Aten * n niente 
cus 1b igd 11% 97 8 nat ban 8 h. ⏑—⏑⏑ Ne 
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FN ENT IIA VEQHBNGE. 
The Pact chpsble of heing hurt by ſuch kind uf wound,; are the 
an, the tala oelluloſa, the . sen u the 
ſcalp. and the pericranigmn... 900485 „A e Tr „rie, Ae 
If the wound. affects the cellular Wee and 1 Yor: 
reached the -afioneurofis7027 perieranium, the inſlamtmstion, and tu- 
tour, afftet che whole headl- and face, ther H b Which wears: a 
yellawifh:daft, and is ſometimes thick ſet with: ſmall bliſters, contain- 
ing ihrer fatoe coloured ſerum it teceives the impreſſion of the fingers. 
unc becbmes pale or n hnment but retum immediatehy a in- 
nenne colS ln id in; mt vety: piu: 0. the toudh, snd db eye lid. 

ani das urt alwaye compte hentled. in tho tumefastion, the fet mer of 
whictiate. ſonictimes ſo diftended; as to bo elbſed : 4 ſeveriſh heati and 
thirſt; generally accmpany it the patient is reſtleſs, bus; 4 quick 

pulſe, ant tate cmu¹,]uAdp a naufen; unc ine lination to vom it. 
5'1/Nh6+ nogidentlgrnerslly Happens tor pbrſons of bilious habit; and is 
dadeed aw daf etien af? be ery figiphatons kind; it is fomeyrhat - 
wing 0, loak sta put. ict not uften attended with danger. The 
watind dess indeed neither look: well, nor yitid a kindly. d:faharge;- 
while the fever, ootttinuxs, bht ſtill it haw-gothing threatening in its 
pen zn eg, none of that Took which beſpœle interna miſchief. the 
ſeulp confinyes, c adhęre ficyrze the Mull / und the pattfeiit does not 
oomplein af tier denſire pain, nor ſis afſtcted with chit fatig ting reſts 
laber which: generally attends iſehief underneath tile cruntum. 

| otemy, -Henient/pusges, and the uf af chi abhTLu tetuiſugt 
particularly-thofe.pf the neatreP kind; gewerally remove it 
in a Went Uns When the anflajnmatida s. gone ff, li leaves on the 
ſein a yellowiſti rift? ind a diy chf, Which bdsihue wüflL pentptvat 
ion carrier theim Nr and upp fe diſapjpttranicei of dberdi Rafe, the. 
wound. immediately roy erb nnn 8 
any farther trouble. = | $0130 dogs moi nen 


Wounds 


7h ane K PREY or THE HE app! 
Wounds and contufions of the head, which affect dium WT its 
A — — kind df üfweltihg and 
inflammation, but it is vtry different, both in its ellaracter and ednſe! 


quonoes from the preceding. an N ties (after: gait. ov 
Ae this (which -u Oe of; mths beffects of Vinfatmetion vflitheimet 


| vircumſtances; mode He quent; che immediate: precur ſer ufa matter 
A theoſkulb and iduracpmaaren; vit: 15 generutbjoatiended 
with infegular dhiveciagsy rwhicliiatsi not followed byis criticuliſarbas 
nor afford-amy-religf: in tie patient. Tw icht may bedded; that 
in ther fartenicuſe a the eryũpelas generally appdars within xlr f 
three or dur days whereas inthe latter, it ſetaum vohes omi till. ſeires 


Heightzil+ In the fimple evytipletas,vhthdbgh erte e Uredey fd 
_ undigeſteds yer i han nοονe mark Of thifchitf, thé petiS uE de 
horeu grey c che flaedfg and upon tite keffutih of the VOWED) LING 
CSE! 

nes in jut he parte diefe der, che . not dy 
vpongyb plat unh dbu yflucße c bur tlie i perH¹TGtff 16" Its h 
CCE C(ͤͤã ĩ³»Ww ẽ⁵ U tEb3he] WPYults' alt 1 
ion iabæ in oIh thor 8h ig WHEREIN Pröste b ion A ilDUub 


ſymptom, vob: wpagr; ͤ Gitals, hv GotaHiontd' By" Ifill W6He 
sdithe memblines os: cherbraity "one pereends"Tttle or ib M"t6"rhe 


patients) dod/almbſt:always'Ends Well, tlie other implies prelt azad, 


and moſt ci end fata. 1116 atherefote Bard) HeceIIRY to 


ſay, #batiit-bchovewevery r 


wann vifinng 
them from each other. 


lden 13s 1.9 O65 


pe . Gaara y nt ugs 5 


ninges), the ſebtile ſymptoms are much higher, the pulſtu ſurd ara 


dle Frequent; thee 1n0tiety' and Yeſtlefilneſs) unte fatiguing, the 
| ain; the head intenſe, undi ac eth Kind of appearance is}: in theſe 


ral days after the keeidentyinahewhedtpprotilatie fevers got to ſome 


u 


 Hhabitgldonobitiadidating /bnythieiof Ey and ftif, Mt ther is a 
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dne 13ER | t 
If the wound be a ſmall one, and has paſſed 1 che tela collulofs, 


wo the ;aponeuroſis, and pericranium, it is ſometimes attended with 
very, diſagreeable, and even very alarming ſymptams, but yhich ariſe 
fromn different cauſe, he are, very diſtinguiſhable fram what, has been 
Fun e AR Ee bEek + 
In- this the ad ee tis inte that gez of tumefao- 
tion, as in the eryſipelas, neither does it pit, or retain the impreſſion 
af the fingers of one iner, it is ofa doe ned goloura : umixt with 
the yellow tint of ther erHαlas : it) appeats / tanſo and vis-extremely 
puitrſul toithe wuchs ast ig dt an affection of: che tola oelhuloſa, and 
anche ett mand the eye: lidera rt inot rad ihy the: parts ãn which the 
wound üs inflicted, they are. ſeldup, cif-every, comprehended in the tu- 
mot though they inιπννartalsesof otherrgeneral inflammation of the 
ſlaln V At ie genaralhy attended dit. acute pain iin the: head; and ſuch a 
d ben aur a/ nente Heep and ſometimes brings on a deliriuem. 
A patient ig. thoſe circumſtances, Mill. admit more mee 
by Phlebetomy. than one \labouring» under an eryſipelas, ther mſec of 
"warſhi fometitation is required: in both, in ordet toi keep the ſin clean 
aud petfpirablis, but an emollient cataplaſm, hieb is genorally forbid 
in the'fotitith; ꝛmey in this latter caſe be ud te. grout advantages) 111mm 
Wy ei the Miuptoms are, not very preſſing apr: the habit very in- 
able; this*method will, pre ſufficient but it ſomètitmnes ap- 
pe 5 TER ane K is b6 "teaſe; Mie pain 6. Fest and the- fyinptb- 
* feye o high, for. the; aw 3545 ſuch mranz, 
uh br int 195 10 er ; e. or elſe 
e E e oußhy, produte 


e e 548 5 nr e 
N 


1 £ nded part, by, a 6apje;inciion- down 10 the bone, 
. inch in dra eng cominonly temoft 


| o wag 1 all 1 
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. injlrtes eo aten che Nalp ib fable Frbint Cäntüftög, St ec 
produced en n K by f Sera! cautk. muy wr kehr 

be divided into a Men viz. thoſe in which the mieKNe" rgb 
fined merely es 515 thÞ feat; aud "thoſe" in WHIcHY Gther © are, in- 
hn — g i gb 2265-40 Ktleg die ii ni © 2011 
ee Ander die Prefent —————— 
Wer Dx new *candered-abRrattedly. The wothor at- 
tendinp lit is eicher very cy idifliputed). or *the'extravidated blood 
caſing lia, is caklygot ritl ipf by n mall opening: I ſliould not there- 
fore have thouglit it of ſuch con ſequdnce, as to be worth mentioning 
in. this placnechal it nat hren for an accidental circumſtance; which 
4am dias ettcads dt, andi rens it liablb to bt very much miſtaken. 
Wutz the ſcalp receiver a very ſmart blow, it often happens that a 
quantity of extravaſated hload immediately worms à tumor, gaſily di- 
Gioguihable fpm tell othetz, and generally very enlily, eurad. i Rut it 
alſo, ſometimes happens; that this Kind- of tumor produces, 3, the 
 Gagers of an unadviſed or ' inattentive exuminer, a ſenſation, . like fo 
that ofa. facturer with depreſſion of the granium, 4 may he. eaſily 
midkaken, . Now, if, upon ſuch, ſlappoſition...a ſurgeon mm - 
P the tumid, ſcalp, be, may give hie patient, a, great. deal of u 
e . al e riſque, of his ayn ch 
ek 67 hk 46 jo ic, har 
Thould arp i hu to other circu ces ang. | ympromg, "before i an 


Fe iſfüs ee - DS © ee] 


J 1 1004 — 48 
Opinl 
ug 2 . ich g 1 cate ned 'by + dlow; gag, A tende | 
With Tick. pearances, and” 1," has ny co plaint, l ch fetths to 


obe the ey "pre made 0 We dal and beces, or of* 1 
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chief done to the pal within the cranfum. the givifipn; or removal 
of the ſoalp in order to inquire into the ſtate gf the ſkuh, is right 


and neceſſary ;. but if there are no ſuch ſymptoms, and the 
is in every teſpect petſectiy well, 2 22 feel of ſome qhing 


SIE) 
like, 2a fracture, . will not aathorise, er 9) EIS 

1 decep In 

ng es lsa . f 10 


x, will often, he. found, 


when the extravaſated. Auid i is 
perfeclly bound and uninjurell. 


ks ſecond kind af tumor the eottuſed vi, at 
Nie ariles from 8 one 7" 0 id, and parts ke 
fo abfolutely (ce 2 dy not to fall 
Undet off" 0 in ti eb at 15 Fur WIN cbahderedt: ut 


large when we come 10 Ipesk 0 #27 dend . Beal ad. 
ai bh Kollifon, A antun p add dak To n-tihgzod? ad v: 
"Prom whit has betri Heidi appearl, tit tit Tha 4 
neral fenſe, 18, hen wöôundecd or 'bruiftt; fable - to 
Foot” Kifids"6f tümer elk bf ich hab 1. Ufffindt Ads d re- 
quires or pertiĩts, M Afferent method of treatfhent 115 | > TING 
The firſt does Hot! imply any” injury don to the parts within the 
Hull, requires no operation, and almoſt always ig eured by general: 


rembidies. nee ee fan eee mo babvbhsry ng f bt 

Phe ſevond, : or. thiat which is eauſed by the ſpontaneous ſeparation 
of the pericranigm from the ſkull, in cnſęquehce of internal miſ - 
chief, is not at firſt attended will very preſſing ſyinptoms, but ho- 
ever has obſervedi/their-progreſs, and attended to their event, muſt 
know what. fatal, and frequently irreſiſtible evil, it. is the forerunner: 
of, nothingileſs than the inflatimation, and putrefuction of the mem-- 
branes of the brain! and the formation of. matter between them and 
the ſkull;, and that. 5 is a LF which, of all e wil e 
3 15 old K on. in u 94 Ade 8 | 
] Aw Fr 19 85 * . D. A bns- 7 „i 7 The 
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= The third, though it n gives way 'to:freeevacaation}-ahd © 
| Jegient external applications, yet is ſometimes alſo attended with 
ſymptoms, which, are too ꝓreſſing to wait: the effect of ſuch remedies, 

and is capable of being immediately xeliey ed by diviſion of the int 

flamed and itritated parts; whereas the ſumb ĩncißon/ made into the 

1 firſt Kind of tumefaction would: moſt: probabl * dee the diſeaſe, 
and heighten the ſymptoms. wr Want © vigh eee : 5143 ul 

The fourth, conſiſting of Ec IN blood} ſeldom requires' any 

| chirurgie operation y1 time, and the: uſe of the common diſcutient ap- 

; Plications *, almoſt. always diflipate it; and it only becomes of con- 
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- — which I know of none equal to a {lution of crude dal ammon. In mY 
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EDN N order Ay ; bran right, and to title a clear idea of 
©! this kind of injury, it is neceſſary to recollect, that the 
2 veſſels of the pericranium, thoſe vf the diploe, or medul- 
Hry ſubſtance betweerr the two tables of. ſome parts of the cranium, 
aud thoſe of the dura mater within it, do all, conſtantly, and freely 
communicate with each other; and that this communication is car- 
ried ohe by means of innumerable: foramina, found, in all parts, of 
both ſurfaces of the ſkull, as well as at the ſutures; that upon the 
freedom of this communication, depends, the healthy, and ſound,. 
ſtate of all the parts concerned in it; and, that from the interruption, 
or deſtruction, of this, proceed moſt of the ſymptoms attending vio- 
lent contuſions of the head, extravaſations of fluid, between the cra- 
nium and dura mater, inflammations of the ſaid hene aA ſim 
ple undepreſſed fracture of the Hull, 

The pericranium is fo firmly, attached to the outer ſurface of. 1 
feull, ag not a0 be ſeparablesfrom, i; without confiderable violence; and 
when ſuch violent Gparatipn-ig made, in 2 liying, ſubjeRt (eſpecially if 
young), the, cxanjum. is, always, Hen to, bleed freely, from an infinite 
aum bfg;db, ſmall foramina. “ The dum, aer, which is a firms feng 
wembrane, is almoſt as intigaately jatzached co the f che a4 
as. the pericranium is wahr r and, by the, fame me INCA nit 
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20 fNTURN IHS O fr HEAD. 
veſſels; and by theſe means a conſtant circulation; and communication 
are preſerved, and maintained, between the two membranes, and the 
bones dividing them. This, all the appearances, which attend the 
ſcalping a living perſon, or the · & paration of the ſkull from the dura 
mater of a dead one, (eſpecially if ſuch perſon died apopleQtic, or was 
hanged). prove beyond all doubt: in-the former, the blood, will, (as 
I have already obſerved) be ſeen iſſuing from every point of the ſur- 
face of the cranium, in the latter, not only a confiderable degree of 
force will be found neceſſary to detach the ſawed bone from the ſubja- 
cent membrane, but, when it is removed; a great number of bloody 
points will be ſeen all over the ſurface of the latter; which points, Ef 
wiped-. clean, do immediately become bloody again, being only the 
extremities of broken veſſels. Theſe veſſels are largeſt at, and about 
the ſututes, at which places the adheſion Auel "ang the 

hamotrhage upon ſeparation the gteateſt. 10 4088 f 
It has been thought by many, that ihe duri W <ile- n to 
thi feolly; only at the ſutures, that in all other parts it was loofe, and 
unconnected witli it, and, that it conſtantly enjoyed or performetl an 
oſcillatory kind of motion, and was alternately elevated and depreſſed. 
This idea, and opinion, were borrowed nom the appearance which 
che dura mater makes in à living ſubject, after à portion of the ſal 
has been removed: but although it- has been incolcated by Writers of 
great eminence, yet it has no foundation i in *truth or nature, and' has 
miſled many praQitioners,' in their opinions, not only of the ſtructure 
and diſpoſition of this membrane, but in their ideas of its dlſeaſes! 
is doe inter does ui ith inn rh ble uf ut ies uf Me erb- 
nium, the office of perioſteum, in the fame manner as the perietaa 
nium does on the external 3 (at leaſt they have no other :) to this, it ie 
fo firmly, and ſo generally attached, as” to be incapable of any, ede 
the ſmalleſt degree of motion. The alternate elevation; and Gibfi« 
dence 
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dence bf ag which ne obſervable; When any portion of it is leid bare, 
are 6Wihg th à very different cauſe from any power in itſelf; neither 
is, nor can ever be performed, until a piece of the cranium has been 
fotcibly taken' * ; and Ry cannot OP be nen or 
eiae 2:43 to, ie monk eee en 

By blow, falls, and: other hacks; How of the wines * thoſe vel. 
ſels which catry on this communication between the dura mater and 
the ſkull are broken, and a quantity of blood is ſhed upon the ſurface 
of that membrane. This is one ſpecies of bloody extravaſation, and 
indeed the only one which can be formed between the ſkeull and dur: 
in 105 ee be , che 13 of blood which 
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Fa ag.in in dicate pref fare made on RY brain and nerves, viz. Fi pidity, 
aer ls, diminution, o or loſs of ſenſe, jb, and volun untary mo- 
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Fes. A very, ſmall quan cunt SEA, lated fuld will produce the moſt alarm- 
Gag * i Mana emo 75 boy quantity will occaſion. 
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.- Smart, and ſevere ſtrokes, on the middle part: of the bones, at 2 di- 
ſlanee from! the ſatures,. are, moſt frequently followed by. this. kind of. 
miſchief; the coats of the ſmall : veſſels, which: ſuſtain the · injury, i in - 
nam and become ſloughy, and, in conſequence of. ſuch- alteration in 
them, the pericranium ſeparates from the. outſide of that part of the 
bone Which received the blow/ and the dura mater from the inſidte, the 
ther of Which membranes, ſbon after ſuch intammation, becomes: 

oughy alfo, and farniſhes matter, which' marter being collected bes; 
tween the ſaid membrane and thè tranrum, and having no natural out- 
let, wfieteby to ktelpe, or be diſthitized, beuge oft a train bf very 
terrible FF pb ftoms, ald 2 Lol frequent Ur de deſtruction.- The 
effect of fy End 6f Slay Ebkfntd'ts the veſſels con- 
necking the dura mater to the cranitrh, f in Which <afe+ the matter is 
external to tlie ſaid "meimbrine 3 but it Sietümeés Har ppens; „that by the 
force eicher 71 the fir < roke eee Ach been Which puls 8 
e ede iche two menifgel re inſult id ile fame hdd” 
ner, ig I hich. caſe t t x e RE in 80801 quence of 10 A1 loleiſce, 
is found on the ſurface of the Pain, or between the pia Ad- dürt ma- 
ter, as well as on the ſurface of the latter ; or perhaps in all thefe* 

bree fieutrions A t the fame Lime. oe απ ον,,ꝗAn⁰jẽ- iind vovo sit 

; The di di ifference of | ang Ut of di met Horibindeit ehtrdvidkition! 
of, blood, or A. commotion, G of t the medutfary ry parts of: tue brain, is 
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great and obvigus,, A II the eas po tn x Fey 
(as I ave already fd) fuck as pr on e * 


Comment n ant. a py. ink | ſe. dic 1 95 L nference-du-: 
eng ſexoĩt ce, point par 1 ebranjemęnt ou le tremou ement toutes We inſe- 
grantes qu Crane, 1808 c eſt EA C conſequen e d'un 'remonllement Dat nombre ce Rlets 


qui attachent le vericrane au crane ſe Plone ae bn, fa MART LHR "Nuficilts'd& 601. 
lets qui attachent la dure mere au crane ont dũ ſe rompre auſſi: d' od gen eſt ſuivi tr? ee | 
pele, qu 'occalion ſuppuration, « ou x plutot pourriture. LE Dax. 
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brain and netves, and obſtruction to the circulation of the blood 
through the former; ſtupillity, 1ols of ſenſe and voluntary motion, 
labotious and obſtructed pulſe, and reſpiration &. and, (which is of 
importance to remark,) if the effuſion be at all conſiderable, theſe 
mptöte appear immediately, or very ſobn' after the accident. 
Th fymiprotoviattending an inflained, or dughy, ſtate of the inem- 
branes; in conſequence of external violence, are very different; 'they 
ure all of the ſebrile kind, and never, at firſt, imply any unnetural 
'preſiate; ſach'are;: paifr in thel head, reſtleſſneſd, want 6f fleep, fre- 
quent and hard pulſe, hot and dry“ Kin, fluthed countenaner, in- 
flamed eyes, nauſea, vomiting, rigor; and toward the end convulſion, 
andi delirium. And nene of theſe appear at firſt, that is, immedi- 
ately after the accident; ſeldom until ſome days are” paſt. + EaHͤ Iz 
u One ſet dc. dlaſs of ſymptoms are produced by an extravaſated fluid, 
making ſuch: preſſure: on the: brain, and origin of the nerves, as to 
impair of aboliſn voluntary motion and the n the W, Y Rag 
ttt atv) ]) en EE 210), 10 ,d 2 t 1 ft. b 
om ara arm Sοt⁰iν,ð e bus 0%. T0 th A aa nt i. 0) 


Jo ee bores thels i ern of, external _ way * a 
—— arpenſis, a mgit excellent writer 01 udje who lays, . „ Un- 

10 ad S a A MInG 48 non NNE aliqua 155 I. SEAS ltgamenta illa 

2 durz matris z a ren i hiſee vero niſt ſaceuratut, actidunt ſarva AC- 


**; cidenya, ;& mots, Il 3, £75; > ({2 (1171 Ft 2011 3 0 fig $þ 2310 7 Wand 


1 l e bas, lo yery Miner. diflinguiſhed horygen that degree of cante- 


ſion h affi only the outer table of, the A d that en Ingures « 5 the,dura ma- 
ter. „ Phrro sda ku) us duz exiftunt differentize © vel enim calva per toten ipſius 


3 ut frequenter Ctiam'Cerdbri membran abſcefſu bedbpetur, 


T. vel, RTP: „Hoi: wy: ung (1 531 Jas 33131 E 21 HOC 14 


ac. ee eee aſpectu, diggoſei poteſh ; qualis pompe, ddan- 
taye ſit. Non protinus ab ictu ne videndum preber.” | Hiprocgary "$20 


. Sed accidentia qu ſetiddtar ad þ öraædictam contulionem, intir commiſſuras, non 
©>ſunt-per coꝶtuſidnem tanidm ij lad dine per Büste his pannicih 12/;; et cum venit 


Lad ęertam quantitatam Heterminatam · jngipn febꝛrĩs, et aba accidentia: & tandem ſe- 


“ quitur mors, niſi cito ſuccuratur.” 
14181118, 8 


Jacopus BERENGARIUS CARPENSIS. 
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by the-inflamed, or putrid: ſtate of the merabtanes covering the htain, 
and ſeldomm affects the organs: of ſepſe, until the, latter end pf, the di- 
ſcaſe, chat is until a confidarable. quantity. of ma8ter/ ig Fagmacd, which 
matter muſt preſs like 28). othes flꝑid. Sta! („em 01 5210 105 

I am yery fenfible tha. it. is a, geo<rally-received. Qpigiqn, that blood 
ſhed from) igs yellels, and remaining caphned. in one, place, will become 
pus and. that the matter found. op the ſurſage of the dura mater, to- 
ward. che end of theſe, caſes, was originally, sxtaavaſated blood. I ap- 
prchęng hotk thels poſitions to be fag, That gur bleed. Gag from 
its veſſelg, dit gans 06 external wiplenge,: and. kept fromithe.gir,. will 
not tun to, Of become, matter ,”; is 6 think): proved ingonteſtihly, by 
every day's; experience, in many: inſtancęs, in aneuriſms by puncture, 
in retained. manſes, by imperfr Rte vaging, and in all cophymoſes. | 
True pus cannot be made from blood merely, as may be known: from 
the, manner-in: which alk abſceſſes are for mid. and from, every circum- 
ſtanes attending ſuppuration.;z: and that the matter, found on the ſurface 
ol the dura mater, after great contuſions of the head, never was mere 
| bs. I am as certain, as obſervation, and experience can make me. 


Some of the French writers have indeed divided: Vibe ſymptoms of. 


Shit they call a coptuſion of the head, into; two. "kinds, and have 
named them. praitrae, or, ariginal: ſymptoms. and vnde or cngfb. 
quential ones: among the former, they rank immediate-loſs of: ſenſe,. 
hemorrhage, involuntary diſcharge of urine and  Fanges, great: Propen- 
ſity to ſleep, &c 3. among che latter they reckon fever, delirium, rigors. 
conyulſion,, Ke. One, Kind- then nds he mere ammos 
blood, the other to its putrefaction. 98.7 
This account, though ingenious: and;ſpecious, is not- Flniged- hs 
fact. It is true, that the two Kinds of fympromy: are very.diſtin& from. 
each other, .as well in their nature, as in their time and mannerof-dc- 
* and ſo far the OA bur from ul the obſervation and 


examination 
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examination which I have been able to make, both on the living and: 
on the dead, they appear to me to proceed from very different cauſes, 
That both theſe kinds of ſymptoms: do now and then concur in the 
ſame patient, is beyond all doubt; and that the caſe is thereby ren 
dered compfex. and more difficult to be judged of; but this does not 
conſtantly happen, and even when it does, I cannot help thinking, 
that there are generally ſuch diſtinguiſhing charaQeriſtic marks of 
each; as may prove the truth of what I have aſſerted. 

In order to explain my. meaning as clearly as I can, 1 will conſider 
the inflammatory effect of contuſion by itſelf, and independent of 
every other complaint or injury, which may accidentally be joined 
e 

If there he neither” fiſſure nor fracture of the ſkull, nor extravaſi- 
tion, nor commotion underneath it, and the ſcalp be neither conſider- 
ably bruiſed; nor wounded, the miſchief is ſeldom diſcovered, or at- 
tended to for ſome few days. The firſt attack is generally by pain in 
the part which received the blow. This pain, though beginning in 
that point, is ſoon extended all over the head, and is attended with a 
languor, or dejection of ſtrength and ſpirits, which are ſoon followed 
by a nauſea, and inclination to vomit, a vertigo or giddineſs, a quick 
and hard pulſe, and an incapacity of ſleeping, at leaſt quietly. A day 
or two after this attack, if no means preventative of inflammation are 
uſed, the part ſtricken generally ſwells, and becbmes puffy, and ten- 
der, but not painful, neither does the tumor riſe to any conſiderable 
height, or ſpread to any great extent; if this tumid part of the ſcalp 
be now divided; the pericranium will be found of a darkiſh hue, and: 
either quite detached; or very eafily ſeparable from the ſult, between 
which. and. it, will be found a ſmall quantity of a dark-coloured. 
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If the diſorder has made ſuch progreſs, that the pericranium is 
quite ſeparated and detached from the ſkull, the latter will even now 
be found to be ſomewhat altered in colour from a ſound, healthy bone. 
Of this alteration it is not very eaſy to convey an idea by words, but it 
is a very viſible one, and what ſome very able writers have noticed. 
From this time the ſymptoms generally advance more haſtily and 
more apparently, the fever increaſes, the ſkin becomes hotter, the 
pulſe quicker and harder, the fleep more diſturbed, the anxiety and 
reſtleſineſs more fatiguing, and to theſe are generally added irregular 
Tigors, which are not followed by any critical ſweat, and which in- 
. ſtead of relieving: the patient, add conſiderably to his ſufferings. If 
the ſcalp has not been divided or removed, until the ſymptoms are 
thus far advanced, the alteration of the colour of the bone will be 


found to be more remarkable; it will be found to be whiter, and 


more dry, than a healthy one, or, as Fallopius has very juſtly ob- 
ſerved, it will be found to be more like a dead bone; the ſanies, or 
fluid, between it and the perieranium will alſo, in this tate, be found 
to be more in quantity, and the ſaid membrane will have a more livid, 

diſeaſed aſpede e. en 

In this ſtate of matters, ik "the dura mater be 1 it will be 
found to be detached from the inſide of the cranium, to have loſt its 
E N hve, and to be, as it were, arr: an over with a kind of 
* gt Cots of mucus, 


L x 4 ” 2 
1 


: 


bad Among theſe Fallopius oarticularly : 6 Tnſpiciatis diligenter os detectum; wie a 0s, 
e quando eſt in natura ſua, eſt coloris ſubrubri, non candidi prorſus, nec rubri prorſus, 
** ſed eſt yeluti color miſtus ex albo declinans ad rubicundum, ut fi multo lacte, aut alio 
+ colore candido, poneres parum ſanguinis vel alterius rei rubrz. . Sed ſi videritis i inz- 
6 qualitatem coloris in ipſo ofle detecto, ita ut adſint veluti puncta coloris albi, et aridi 
<< oflis, quæ aridæ a aliquando majores ſunt, aliquando minores, &c, ſciatis 
& quod os fit contuſum. T ALLorriuvs. Sf 
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mucus, or with matter, but not with blood. Every hour after this 
period, all the ſymptoms are exaſperated, and advance with haſty 
ſtrides: the head-ach and thirſt become more intenſe, the ſtrength 
decreaſes, the rigors are more frequent, and at laſt convulſive motions, 
attended in ſome with delirium, in others with ns or comatols 
ſtupidity, finiſh the tragedy.* 
If the ſealp has not been divided, or removed till this point of time, 
hd it be done now, a very offenſive diſcoloured kind of fluid will be 
found lying on the bare cranium, whoſe appearance will be ſtill more 
unlike to the healthy natural one; if the bone be now perforated, 
matter will be found between it and the duta mater, generally in con- 
fiderable quantity, but different in different caſes and circumſtances. 


Sometimes it will be in great abundance, and diffuſed over a. very 
E 2 large 


* The whole. db of this 1 very id diſeaſe is very 3 related, and very 
juſtly accounted for, by Theodoric. 

Si vero ob ictus vehementiam, dura mater ab ofle fuerit ſeparata : vel aliquo modo 
*< Izſa (ſano & illæſo exiſtente cranio) fic cognoſces : cum dolor capitis, & lenta fe- 
< bris, ſingulis diebus augmentantur, ocuforum anguli, ac fi ſpaſmari vellent, diſtor- 

quentur; genæ rubent; (quod ſignum pravum eſt j in qualibet capitis læſione;) pan- 
c nus balneatiis ſuperpoſitus, citius deſiccatur z cutis etiam arida & ſicea; & fi vulnus fu- 
<- erit, & os diſco- opertum, color oflis velocius alteratur; & propter negligentiam curæ, 

gro ewe en dolores, 1. febres, ſpaſmus, ſyncope, & permiſtio rationis.“ 


Tugopok. de vuln. capit. 
* Qua vero ſuper cerebri membranam ſit, utraqua ratione difficilis eft : nam Teſis 


_ © membramis apparet; ideo enim febris cum horrore, accedunt faciei rubor, & calor, 


longe major quam pro febris modo; ſomnique tumultuoſi; oculi ſubpingues, & gra- 
« mĩoſi & rubentes.“ ARCHIGENEs de ſanguine ſubtercurrente. 


Petrus e Largelata, having very accurately related the ſymptoms attending the forma- 
tion of matter under the eranium when fractured, ſays: Si autem fractura fit parva & 


penetrans, tunc- fiunt illa ſigna poſt aliquod tempus; eo quod tunc humiditates quæ 


| < ſunt ſub cranio putrefiunt; & tunc fiunt illa accidentia:“ And then very juſtlx adds, 


«6 Secundo notes quod omnia illa accidentia poſſunt advenire ex percuſſione capitis, cra- 
niĩo non frafto,” Per. e LakckLATA. 
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large part of the membrane; and ſometimes the quantity AIRY Ps 


and conſequently the ſpace which it occupies ſmaller. Sometimes at 
lies only on the exterior ſurface of the dura mater; and ſometimes it 
is between it and the pia mater, or alſo eyen on the e of the 
brain, or within the ſubſtance of it. | 
The primary and original cauſe of all this, is the ſtroke upon the 
ſkull; by this the veſſels which ſhould carry on the circulation be- 
tween the ſcalp, pericranium, ſkull, and meninges, are injured; and 
no means being uſed to prevent the impending miſchief, or ſuch as 
have been made uſe of proving ineffectual, the neceſſary and mutual 


communication between all theſe parts ceaſes; the pericraniũm is de- 


tached from the ſkull, by means of a ſanies diſcharged from the rup- 
tured veſſels, the bone being (deprived of its due nouriſhment and cir- 
culation) loſes its healthy appearance, the dura mater (its attaching 
veſſels being deſtroyed, or rendered unfit, for their office) ſeparates 
from the inſide of the cranium, 'inflames and | ſuppurates.. 

| Whoever will attend to the appearances which the parts concerned 
make in every ſtage of the diſeaſe, to the nature of the ſymptoms, 
the time of their acceſs, their progreſs, and moſt frequent event, will 
find them all eaſily and fairly deducible from the one cauſe, which has 
juſt been aſſigned, wiz. the contuſion. As the inflammation, and ſe- 
paration of the dura mater, is not an immediate conſequence of the 
violence, ſo neither are 'the ſymptoms immediate, ſeldom until ſome_ 


days have paſſed; the fever at firſt is flight, but Aare gradually; 


as the membrane becomes more and more diſeaſed, all the febrile 
ſymptoms are heightened, the formation of matter occaſions rigors, 
frequent and irregular, until ſuch a quantity is collected, as e on 
delirium, ſpaſm, and death. _ | 
Hitherto I have conſidered this diftale, as 3 by any 
ober, not even 5 wy external mark of in) ury, except perhaps a 
. trifling 
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trilling bruiſe of the ſcalp; let us now ſuppoſe the ſcalp to be wounded 
at the time of the acgident, by whatever gave the contuſion, or let us 


ſuppoſe, that the immediate ſymptoms having been alarming, a Part 


of the ſcalp had been removed, in order to examine the ſkull ; 
Hort, let the injury be conſidered as joined with a zwounded ſcalp. 

In this caſe, the wound will for ſome little ting have the ſame ap= 
pearance as a mere ſimple wound of this part, unattended with other 
miſchief, would have; it will, like B, at firſt diſcharge a thin ſa- 


SS CA 54a. 


incarn, and look perfectly welt; 92 1 45 a few. days, all theſe fa 


vourable appearances will vaniſh ;. the ſore will loſe. its florid complex- 


ion, and granulated ſurface; will become pale, glaſty, and flabby; in- 
ſtead of good matter, it will diſcharge only a thin diſcoloured fanies ; 
the lint with which it is dreſſed, inſtead of coming off eaſily, (as in 
a kindly ſuppurating ſore) will ſtick to all parts of it; and the peri- 
cranium, inſtead of adhering firmly to the bone, will ſeparate from it, 
all round, to ſome diſtance from the edges.* er, 

This alteration in the face and circumſtances of the fore, is produced 
merely by the diſcaſed ſtate of the parts underneath the ſkull ; which 
is a circumſtance of great importance, in ſupport of the doctrine ad- 
vanced; and is demonſtrably proved, by obſerving that this diſeaſed 


aſpect of the ſore, and this ſpontaneous ſeparation of the pericranium, 
are always confined to that part which covers the altered, or injured 
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> + ad TB Au „en 11 Hs 22 f 181 a 
„ Ubicunque autem ex vulnere intereundum fit, neque poſſit homo ſanitatem reci- 
pete, neque ſervariz ex his intelligere convenit moriturum; et quod futurum e prog- 


, noſticare. Hyeme plerumque, ante diem quartum, æſtate poſt ſeptimum, accedit fe- 
* 52 quæ aun. ne vulnus reddie non ful coloris & ſaniem modicam effundit, 


* & ſordidum fit,” Ancmozkgs. 
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HEN af the dure mater} and do not arial" affecb the reſt ol ide 
Kealp ; nay, if it has dy accident been wounded(iti any other part, or a 

portion has been removed from any part where nô injury has been done 
to the dura mater, no fuch ſeparation will happen, the detachment 
abovs win alveays cortef] ren that below, and be found no where. 
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The firſt eppeiratioe ef dite in the wound immediately flick 
edi the febrile attack, and/as the febrile tywptoms increaſe, the ſore 
becomes worſe and worſe, F more and mere from a 
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healthy, Kindly afpe fi 9971 507 a 19 8 n. 3 | JB AK] 


rough: the wh mp A J on the RAE altack of the "fever, 00 klie 
b liſt and fatal. period, an W ohferyer will as gridual' 417 175 
teration of the colour of | the bone, if it be bare: 2 at kent it win be 
Hound © to be whiter, and more dry, chan t e natural one, ; and as the 


Hymptoms increaſe *; anti e eicher m f en efted,' or t the x uta mater 
becomes floughy, the bone 1 more-ind'r more t to x [5 Kind © Puru- | 


kent hye,. or whiti® yellow, adit way alls be worth while in" this 
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place to remark, that if the blo v Was on or very near, to 45 ſuthte, and 
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'HippocrATEs de vuln. cxpitis, | 
Quapdo ſanies eſt inffa cranium, iþſo non fra#to, cranium eſt male coloratum : æger 


e tit gravedinem in ea parte, qua eſt fanies.—Eſt os Janamz id ef Nude? àdhieret 


* dura mater, cloris' Ubi, mifti raue Wee en een eo: n 
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alſo it is no uncommon thing for che patient's head, and face to be at- 
tacked with an eryſipelas t 

1 have ſaid, that i in thoſe caſes, in which the ſcalp i is very little in- 
jured by. the bruiſe, and in which there is no wound, nor any immedi- 
ately alarming ſymptoms, or appearances, that the patient feels little 
or no inconvenience, and ſeldom makes any complaint, until ſome 
few days are paſt... That at the end of this uncertain time, he is ge- 
netally attacked by Mareen W recited; that ww are, not 


baffle all our art: . ! it will appear... abet whoa * is. 4 
caſe, the patient frequently ſuffers from what ſeems at firſt to indicate 
his ſafety, and prevents ſuch attempts being made, and ſuch care 
from being taken of them, as might prove preventative of miſchief. 
But if the integuments are ſo injured as to excite or claim our early 


regard, very uſeful information may from thence be collected, for 
whether the ſcalp. be conſiderably rated, or whether it be found ne- 
ceſſary to divide it, for the diſcharge of extravaſated blood, or on ac- 
count of wotſe appearances, or more urgent ſymptoms, the ſtate of 
the pericranium may be thereby ſooner, and more certainly known: if 
in the place of ſuch bruiſe, tha pericranium be found ſpontaneouſly 
detached from the ſkull, baving a quantity of diſcoloured ſanies be- 
tween them, under the tumid part, in the manner I have already men- 
tioned; it may be regarded as à pretty certain indication, either that 
the dura mater is beginning to ſeparate in the ſame manner, or that if 
ſome preventative means be not immediately uſed, it will ſoon ſuffer; 
that is, it will inflame, ſeparate from the ſkull, and give room for a 
collection of matter between them. And with regard to the wound 
nent ron no tie Nth 79 I 49 1 e Ain i en & * F 
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diſappear, and leave the patient perfectly well! A ſlighit pain in the- 
head, u little wttleration df piiie, a vertigd! and fiektiefs ſometimes 
2 falle h ſuch accident, but do noh ntinue many Hotirs, 
Aecially, if any evacuation has Been uſed. Theſd are not improba 
bly, oxring to a light commotion. of the brain, which having ſuffered: 
no Matgrisl iniuty, therchy, aon caſe... But if after an interval: of 
N . if. the patient, having 


U OI e eee ABR ne 572. es; 4:24, eee Ne e 545759 inte. 

5; f 19 + ROY Me 

* * gi” 5 une A e 0d cran TEEN ouveX 14 choonfirches- 

<« de la playe, que 8 pericrane Rage 5 peu A crane, ou en ſoit detachè c'eſt u une 'preive 

© certaine que le crane a Touffert, -qudihill ne ſort ffiexure; e Württ, ö on peut 
# etre aſſurẽ que la dure mere a ſouffert auſli,” La DRA Xx. 


Fou, EN NAL VIOEEN CE. 38 


been well, becomes again feveriſh, and reſtleſs, and that without any 
new eauſe, if he complains of being languid and uneaſy, ſleeps di- 
ſturbedly, loſes his appetite, has a hot ſkin, a hard quick pulſe, and a 
fluſhed, heated countenance, and neither irregularity of diet, nor acci- 
dental cold, have been productive of theſe, miſchief is. moſt fru 
impending, and that moſt probably under the ſkull. | 

If the ſymptoms of preſſure; ſuch as ſtupidity, loſs of. Safe, To- 
luntary, motion, &c. appear ſome few days after the head has ſuffered: 
injury from external miſchief, they do moſt probably imply an effuſion 
of a fluid ſomewhere ;. this effuſion may, be in the ſubſtance of the 
brain, in its ventricles, between: its. membranes, or on- the ſurface of 
the dura, mater, and which of theſe is the real ſituation of ſuch extra- 
vaſation ĩs a matter of great-uncertainty, noge of them being attended 
with any peculiar mark, or ſign that can be depended upon, as point- 
ing it out preciſely; but the. inſlammation of the dura mater, and the 
formation of matter between it and the ſkull, in conſequence of con- 
tuſion, is generally indicated and preceded by one which I have hardly 
ever known to fail; I mean-a puffy, circumſcribed. indolent tumor of 
the ſcalp, and a ſpontaneous ſeparation of the ni. from the 
{ſkull under ſuch tumor“. 

Theſe appearances/ therefore following = ſmart blow on the Bend, 
and attended wich 15 gor, pain, reſtleſeneſs, * een quick pulſe, 
G Ha. 148 5 mae Ar $1. # . | | head- 
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| © Lore r dei; 1e he «is b Se. Je 
 Gais que dans un cas pareil on n*auroit rien trouvẽ d' epanch ſous le crane, mais cepen - 
dant operation faite de bonne heure auroit 2t6 unique moyen de ſauver Je malade vil 
rennen „e 1138 

Si donc pluſigurs expericnees nous | apprannent que Ia dure mere devient malads en um- 
Fee & que ſa maladie degenere en pourriture, ce que a juſ- 
du ici emporte pluſieurs malades malgre 4 "OR uſit6s, il faut abſolument ne de 

5 bonne heure. Le DRAx. 
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head- ach, and fight, irregular ſhiverings, de almoſt infallibly indicate 


an inflamed dura mater, and pus, either 1 or menen between it 


and the crahivin,® e L n r ok | 


By detackmetit of 'thepericrinium,” F a6 Hite mean every pennt 
of: it from the bone which Tt ould cer. It may be, and*often is, 
cut, torn, or ſcraped* off, without any ſuch oonſegvence; but theſe ſe- 
parations are violent; MAY hat which T incan is ſpontaneous, and 
is produced by the deſtruction of thoſe veſſels, by which it was con- 
nected with the ſkull, and by which the communication between it, 
And the internal parts was carried on; and therefbre it is to be obſer- 
ved, that it is not the mere removal of that membrane which cauſes 
the bad ſymptoms, but it is the inflammation of the dura mater, of 
\whieh inffſammation, 1 ann of the n 2 
an alnnoſt Fertain indiestic b err ay funny hn | 

A falſe notion prevailed for many years, that the dura mater was 
not in general connected with the internal ſurface of the ſkull, except 
at the ſutures ; and that ih all other. parts of it, ſuch a vacancy was 


left, as gave free room far What they called its vine aten. L 
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Si mah me primo — apparegt . e cauſam ag- 
oſcat perturbationeny humorum, Ic animi, quum vulnus incuterctut ; ceſſante cauſa 
procatarQica z ac ubi ſe collegerit æger, deſinat illa febricufa. Si vero primis diebus, ni- 
bil febrile, nec ullum ſymptoma ſentiat ger, ſeque in nullo djſerimine exiſtimat, hunc fi 
ſubito, die ſcilicet ſeptimo, vel quarto decimo (nihil licet in victu, rebuſve externis pec- 

verit ger] J ac, printer Expectationem ſebris invadat, ſignificat! latens  aliquod, in * 
bee aut cor ore vulgerati. | "Pex. PAAw. in Hirroc dar. = 

1 17 we conſider how clearly and plainly many of the beſt antient aa 


intimate connexion between the ſkull and dura mater; and how perfectly well acquainted | 


many of them were with its morbid ſeparation ; we ſhall wonder how it came to be again 
forgot ; but that i it was is mol certain, In Hippocrates, Paulus Egineta, Rhizzes,- and 

others, fre | re niany paſſages which | prove their knowledge of the naturif ſtructure and ad- 
1 of this membrane; ; 2 that ſothe of the moſt eminent unten, and e 
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This opinion, which was embraced by many, even of the moſt emi- 
nent practitioners, was the principal reaſon, why: the bad effects of 
contuſions of the head were ſo little underſtood, and ſo groſsly miſ- 
treated by them. They ſuppoſed that the vacuity between the dura 


mater and cranium was ſufficient, in general, to defend the former 
from all external violence, and the blood and matter, ſo often found: 
between, them, were ad PH depoſited in a ſpace naturally Va- 


. | cant 
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had  forghta or did not attend to it, the ts. quotations lee! from , many more, 
—_— n n ann W 

„Data mater calvariz EY Real bpe üt petifife & 'erethumh teneat eres | 
bum: tum etiam ut per ſuturas egteſſa pericramum prooreat: ſpatium vero inter ſutu- 
as recte natura liberum reliquit ut vaguum quoddam eſſet inter duragrgnatrem: & cal - 
> : variam ; 3; has nimirum. ob cauſas ;. primo. ne quicquam cerebri:ſyſtole, & diaſtalæj obſta- 

c“ ret; ſecundo ne yenz, & arteriæ per externam dure matris ; partem ſparſe levi aliquo- | 
« juin eranüb facto rumperentur; poſtremo ut ruptis in Jura matre venis, ſanguis 1 non 
<« inter duram & piam matrem, ſed intel duram & cranium effunderetur, &crmio' perfo- 
& Tato facilius extraheretur. Et hie eſt ordinarius naturæ ordo.” Gott FAB. HII D. 

F elix Wirtz ſays, that the elevation of the eranium in flight impreſſions is needleſs, 
Id enim matum. cerebri, propter vacuum & diſtantiam quæ eſt inter meningem & cxa- 
« nium,  minime impedire.” ” And Hildanus, by way. of reproof to what Felix Wirtz 
ſays: «© Aliquando duram mattem cranio undique adhærere vidimuss. 

Fallopius, ſpeaking of the dura mater, wid * e, polar quare gon facile 
ce ſanatur.“ 

Petrus e Marchetti 3 he ws mater always to be at a diſtance from the Kull i in 
thoſe who were bald. Speaking of the treatment of a particular caſe he ſays: poſt ſep- 
„ timam nempe oleum hyperici, quia calvus erat patiens atque membrana a calyaria di- 
* ſtabat ;. quod in calyis ſemper obſeryavi. T Pr. e Maachzrri Obſ. Chir. | 

„ Aliquando'contingit ut dura mater cranio ſatis firmiter adhæreat, ſed hec admodum 
 G* pare evenire ſolet, atque prater nature conſuetudinem eſt.“ Mors Prax. Rat. Chirurg. 
This was alſb the opinion of Sylvius, Pacchioni,. Ambroſe Paré, Serjeant Wiſeman, 
Baglivi; Barbettes and of alk thoſe who maintained the doctrine of the oſcillation of the 
dura mater; and who believed that that membrane was found ſometimes higher, ſome 
times lower, that is, ſometimes nearer to, ſometimes farther from the ſkull, at one age,, 
and at one time of the moon, than another. 
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cant. Upon this principle Rood. both their opinion and practice; and 
therefore, it is, not toi be wondered at, that their accounts, in general, 
256-16 perplexed, and. fo ſeldom, verified by the examination of dead 
ſobjects. 82 nt: 160-510 0108115 9771 101 gt och 10 10 ar 901 
(Kt ſometimes happens, that the ſcalp is fo, emen at the time of 
the agcident; or ſo torn away, 38 to leave the bone perfectly bate, 
and qt the violence has not hen ſuch. as to produce the evil I am 
now. ſpeaking..of oe this icaſe; if the pericranium be only turned 
back, along with the, detached portion of alp, there may be proba- 
bility; of its te- union, a8 it ſhould therefore be immediately made 
clean and replaced, ot the: purpoſe of ſuch experiment, which, if t 
ſusceeds, will layer much time, and prevent: conſiderabla deformity. 
If this attempt does not ſuogeed, cher detached piece may be temoved, 
and the cafe chen becomes, 25 if the ſcalp. and the, pericranium had 
been forded away, at the time that be wound. was firkiinflied ;. and 
the. worſt that can happens.lis an{txfoliationfiom theubarg HII... 
HU ett e en [x12 18d3 n 291g! bas bello It | 

vin 0) eli cob 9% int 07 Hit . 
1 eee neceſſary gone antnee of tho cull being laid bare: this de- 


pends upon other circumſtances, beſides phe, pers xemoyyl of the ſcalp, Jud. ricranium. 
| The ſolidity of the ſurface of the bones, reo the ye . and the 1 impulſe of of | 
Ee 


blood chrough them, we what principally pal nine that. "If the cortex bf the bone 
not very hard, "and the iiipilfe of the blodd- be tapiBle of hard rhe e of 
the external air, a granulation of fleſh will be generated on the ſurface af the: bone, which 
will cover, and'firwly adbere fo it, without th Ae the Imlleſt exfoljation ; eſpeci- 


ally i in young ſubjecds. f 70 the con n h Harde th ; 
thereby conſtringed ; or if. fubh ans be r as vill 8 2 
conſtriction of them, dhe [ſurface will neceffarflf Yebome we dry, And 94 qui 2 to 
cireulate through i; it muſt part ith u ſeals to W certuün depth chat is Valk of thy 
ſurface through which the circulation ceaſes 1h b carried ond wil hene 
e 1. the Japon: wat hee eng en Ss i Frey b 269; 3/415 
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It does alſo ſometitmes happen, that the foree which detaches or re- 
moves the ſcalp, does alſo oceaſion the miſchief in queſtion; büt the 
integumeht being woünded, of reinoved, we cannot have the criterion 
of the tumor of the ſcalp. for the direction of our judgment. la 
theſe eireumſtances our whole attention muſt, (as I have already ſaid) 
be directed to the wound and general ſymptoms: the edges of the 
former will; (as I have already obſerved) digeſt as well, and e 40 
kindly, for a few. days, às if nis miſchief was done underneath; but 
after ſome little ſpace of time, When the patient begins to be reſtleſs, 


their vermillion haue, and become pale and flabby/ inſtead of mattet 


they: wall diſchiarge d thin gleet, and the peridranium will looſen from 
the ſkull, to ſome diſtance from the faid edges i ĩmtnediately after 


the inſtammation of the membrane dd heightened; or extended, they 
becotne daily worſe and worſe, until ha quantity-of matter is formed, 
and collected, and brings on that fatal period, d though uncer- 
tain as to date, very ſeldom fails to arrive. - 
The method of eee Gais kind of Inhury condlte 
in two points, viz. to ende: yo to prevent che itflatnmation' of the 
dura mater, or, that being, to. 
diſcharge, tg the fluid collected within, the craninm, in gon ſequence of 


ſuch inflammation. $150 BY1 6390054; 2 09 430, colgunstrys, cus $0399 7) 
Of all che remedies in che power of art, for inflammations of 


- membranous; parts, there is none equal 10 bee To this 


99.0 0 


truth many dileaſes.bear teſtimony.;. pl eurilies, ophabalmies, f wangu- 


lated hernias, Sg. and If nx thing cap particularly, coptsibute t0.the 
prevention of the ills likely ta follow.devere-contuſions. of the head, it 
is this RE of evacuation en it muſt by made uſefof in ſuch 


| a man- 


and hot, and to complain-ef pain in the head, theſe” edges will ' loſe 


this, all thei general frroptoins At increased and exafperated and as 


1 or found impracticaple, to. give | 


4: 
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a manner as to benome tritly a been chat; le, it muſt be müde 
uſe of immediately, aud freely; 10 05 OH nth 7 
I am very ſenſible, that it will in gensreb h fan very :diflantt ts: 
petſuade a perſon whothas hall ut anay be called onhy a knock an 
the pate, to ſubthit tq ſuck diſciplind, eſpecially, if he finds himſelf 
tolerkbly well He will be inbfinod to think, that the furgeon is ei 


yet, ih many inftances, the timely uſe, or the neglect, of this ſingla 
remedy, makes al che difference betweentſifetyʒ and ifatalĩity . 


It may be fai, that "the: force of ther blow;othe beight-of the 


fall, the weight of ile inſtrument, &. dan meyer: preciſaly or ver- 
tainly determine the effect, nor informs whether miſchief is done 
under the bone or not, a large quantity of blood may be drawm uff 
unneoeſſurilyn itt order to prevent an imaginmty evil Fhis is iu ſomes 
degtee true, and if the advice which have: juſtigiren was univerſally 
followed, many people dul be largely bled without / nebeſfity; but 
then, on the other hand, mingle" very valuable life wduld ollie pre- 
ſerved, which for want of this kind of afſiſtanca is lot: Nihil 
* intereſt, præſidium an ſatis tutuf fit; quod unicum vſti“ is an An- 
eonteſted maxim in medicine, and if it be ahne wed . to uſo fuck means, 
as may be in themſelves hazardous; ſutely it cannot be wrong to em- 
ploy one which is not ſo; at leaſt, if it be confidered in 4 general: 
fenſe, pte. it may accidentally prove to ſome few particular indi- 
viduels. te et e eee 10 eee ie i iber n . 10 
Acceleration, or Hardneſs of pull," reſtleſſneſs, anxiety and any 
degree of fever, after a ſmart blow oh che head, are always to he ſuſ- 
pected and attended to. Immediate, plentiful, and repeated edacua 
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ther unnoceſſarily appræhenſiue, or guilty af a mach} worſe! fault; and 
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tion by bleeding, hive, in many inftances\removed cheſs? in perſons: 
fo whom, I do verily — very tertidle miſchief would have hap- 
ned. 
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Pelled, had not ſuch /ptecaution been uſed. In this, as well as ſome 
other parts of practice, we neither have, nor can have any other me- 


thod of judging, than by comparing together caſes apparently ſimilar. 


1 Have more than once or twies ſeth that Vincreaſed velocity and hatd- 


Belt of Pulte, and that oppreflive Ianguor, which moſt frequently pre- 
cede miſchief under the bone, removed by free and repeated blood- 


Vetting and have often, much too oſten, ſeen caſes end fatally, whoſe 


bezog were FllPas fight, but in which ſuch evacuation had been 
A5 Ae glectetf or not complied with. tt hn £1402 hn 21 Sides 
\ 14 Woutd'by uc theans! be thought't6/ liar keoge, thatinrly 
bleWing Will ativiye" prove a certain preſervative ;; and thgt they only 
die tö Wlioft- it has not bech applied: this, like all other human 


means, is fallible, and perhaps there are more oaſes out of its reach, 


Than within ft Fut b Hrerd preventative means ban take place, this is 


Certina Vet andothe rroft frequently ſuccesful.” 2 10 * ogg 
The fend ititention, Vfg. the difcharge of matter col lected under 


e ecantune calf he auf Werct only by the perforation of it.. 


„ Whpen, front mne ihm plone and ahpeata bees already deforibed, here 


Is Juſt "reathn Yor{tlppoting hitttly ebe formed'.under the ſkull the 


opefationr” '6f * perfordlivil®EhHHibr"b&perfornied tos foon h it a 


bappens iht r 18 dene on ent 


"> Eg Preglee er are 8 er upſhping: the " crepline, in ende 
Where ee l ewe Aft} Nackte, hot ſymptom uf extthrsſition, 
"a point nch Has been anmtich Jiffphted? wand remalus Rill: unſettled 
either by wrilers f Prahitior8re2051p91109 IS yiov bad nog e 


When there is no reaſon for ſuſpecting any of thoſe injuries, ei- 


-ther-fromi the 1ymptoms, -gr Some the appearanceh,, and the, pericra- 
ntum, Whether wie ſculp be wpundedior not, remains firmly ee | 


019 ö "0% 189 tend ub vo nd v 7219 ande AUSHPH 202up BR 
21989 a non : Si om es Wen ange l no a du flÞ e h gutt 


11 ol ub? cite mantis clathaidnt ſalutis aliqua ſpes ſubeſt ubi . . 


was omnes moriuntur,” Aktftbings, © extadgtibet sup i 204 U s 0 » 


% quelque liqueur, comme ſeroit du ſang, ou du pus, epanche, ſous le crane... 


- qui en eſt une ſuite preſque indiſpenſable,” 


4N4V RAB OF, PHE , BBAD,. 


in, we parts to the;ſkull, there certainly is. not, (let the general y. 
toms be what they may) any indication where to. apply the inſtrument, 
and conſequently no ſufficient. authority for uſing, it.at all; but when 
ever that membrane, after the head has receiyed, an external violence, 
ſeparates, or is detached: ſpontancouſly from the bong undernegth it, 
and ſuch ſeparation, is attended. with, the collection of a ſmall quantity 


of thin, brown ichor, an alteration. of colour in. the ſeparated peri- 


cranium, and an unndturalidrineſs of the bone, I cannot help thinking, 


that there is as good reaſon, for trepanning, as in,the,caſs.of fracture; 


I. believe experience, would: vindicate me, if I. ſaid,, better reaſon z. 
ſince iis by no means, infrequents;. for the former kind of caſe. to do 


well withont ſuch operation, whereas the-latter, (i mean Luppuration 
under the ſkull) never can. 18 219 36 310 1 1˙5 > 1.80 ll 1 


All che beſt practitioners bury alma cured, jn e the 
neceſſity of perforating the ſkull in the caſe of , a ſevere Aroke, made 
on it, by gun - hot, upon chef appearance of any threatening. ſymp- 
toms, even though the bone ſhpuld not be hroken, and very good 
Practice it is. A οð,,jä¾y gun-ſhpt,. (as far, g t relates to e 
is nabe regarded only! as one atzended with. a. very high degree of con- 

tuſon. and ihereſore [maſt likely, to. produce, ſymptoms accordingly, 
among which, inflammation of the dura mater ſtands principal. Ex- 
pericnce . moſt of eee nee wounds of. 


ad the 
Formation! ef mater detyreen- the, craniur and dura Ape. = 1. 


frequent, and a very fatal weak reren. ſuch Kant 12 * Yo: th 14 
a pin Va 20! 1&3. anifoglw) 1} nl Go i ins bv 


"Ss 15 autetis juſkfuici, ned ene Lb 
« vir a relever des pistes du cane eofond6esy pur ut oohp Violent,; nin 


La contuſion de Los eſt un cas, ou le trepan n'eft pas moins neceſſaire; non a cauſe 


* Gus I's eſt contus, mals pour prevenir-la'maladie de la dure mere, & de la pie mere; 
n. nn It eam = 


Fagh A ExT mawaks VA OLRENQ E. 
In ſhorty tlie ſpontaneous ſeparation of the pericramutn, if attended 
with general diſorder of the patient, with chillineſo, - horripilatio, 
languor, and ſome degree of fever, appears ta me; from all the obfer- 
vation I have been capable af making, to be ſd ſute and certain an in- 
dioation of miſchief underneath, either in ꝑteſant, ar impending. 
that I ſhould never heſitate about petforating the bone in ſuch oireum- 
Deen NS: en 
„When the ſkull has been once perſorated. and: the eee 
Kn laid: hare, the ſtate af the latter muſt principally determine 
the ſurgeons futurt o,. In ſome cases, ane opening will pre 
ſofficient for, all: neceſſary purpoſes, in others ſeueral may be neceſſaryb 


This variation mill depend on the ſpace of (detached. dura mater, and + 


the quantity of collected matter. The repetition gf the operation is 
warranted, both by the nature of the caſe, and byithedaſt.authoritivs, 
there being no compariſon! to be made between the poſſible inconveni- 
ende atiſing from largely denuding che duta mater, and the certain, as 
well as tertible eyils, hie h muſt; fallow the bonn and "val 
ment of. matter between, it und the Rull. 
It can hardly be neceſſary for me to obſerve, ue, reflects 
ever. 1 little onthe true. nature of theſe. caſes, that notwithſtanding 
the operntion:of; perforation;be.gbſolutcly and unavoidably neceſſaty. 
yet the repetition of: blood letting: if cooling laxative medicines, the, 
x of antiphlogiſtic 
diet and regimen, are ag, indiſpenſabiy requiſite! after. uch. operations! 


as before; the perforation ſets the membrane. free from preſſure, and 
gives vent to collected matter, but nothing more; the inflamed 3 


of the parts under the ſkull, and all the neceſſary conſequences of 


S455 


ſuc] inflammation, call for Alle our Attention, full as much afterwards 


- A i baſis and though, he tient muſt have de mays the 
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remedies, and a. moſt ſtrict, obſervance of a low, 
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uſe of ae trephine, yet the merely haying uſed it wil not baue 
him, without every other baution and fare i 
This being all that our art is capable of doing in theſe. 8 
caſes; IL wiſn I could ſay, that it was moſt frequently ſucceſsful. 
Sometimes it is: the operation, conſidered abſtractedly, is not in it- 
ſelf hazardous, and is the unicum remedium, for the moſt, immedi- 
n impending, and moſt threatening miſchief; ſome have been. 
ſaved by it, none dan eſcape without it; as there are no certain indi- 
cations;' no criteria, whereby we ate enabled to judge, whether it will 
prove ſudceſiful or not, the event of each individual daſe can alone 
detetmine. When that is happy, the means are vety jũſtly com- 
- mended; but when it is not ſo, they ought not therefore to be con- 
demned ; ſince they are built on rational principles, and are ws 
means in human:power.. .. alu a 30-9114: 1-213 ud cd. ht ems 
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into a mob, that Was endeavouring to reſcue a ſailor from 
2 , preſs-g Sang. The man was knocked den. When the croud diſ- 
petſed, he was found. ſenſeleſs, and in in that ſtate was brought to St. 
Bartholomew s | hoſpital, where 115 was. immediately let blood, and put 
to bed. In an hour or two, he \ was to recovered, as to be able to give 
the preceding account. 5 
When Mr. Nourſe (whoſe week i it was for cd fave him ibs 
next day, the man appeared to be perfectly well, nor did any mark of 
violence appear on his head, except one ſmall bruiſe, and that ſo light, 
that it might, with more probability, be attributed to the fall, than 
the blow. However, as he was poſitive, that he had been knocked 
down, by a very ſmart blow, from a heavy weapon; and as he cer- 
tainly had been deprived of ſenſe a conſiderable time thereby; Mr 
Nourſe bled him again, and ordered him to be kept in bed, and to 5 
very low diet. At the end of / three days the man found himſelf fo 
well, as to leave the hoſpital, and go to work. On the twelfth day 
from that / of the accident, he came to my 3 and complained of 


A VF fellow croſſing gde l, got, before he was aware of 3 it, 


being much out of order; ſaid, that his, head was very uncaſy; that 

he was hot, +hirſty, got little or no ſleep, and was, at times, ſo faint 
that he could not purſue his labour. He looked ill, aſſured me he 
had lived very ſoberly, from the time of his leaving. the hoſpital, and 
that he had been in his preſent ſtate for three days paſt, I took him 
"Ge. | into 


7 "ff 


3 ions or ru HEAD, 


into the Houſe: again, "bled him, ordered him a glyſter auen. 
and that he ſhould be kept in bed. 

Next day, (13th) he was in much the ſame tate as the preceding : 
he had paſſed a reſtleſß night, had doſed now and then, but awoke 
with much diſturbance. - He had a hot wi} and a fluſhed counte- 
nance, mixed with a light yellow tint; he complained of general 
Pain and tightneſs, all over his head, but neither to the ſight, nor. to 
the euch was there any appearance, or ſenſation,” whereon to build 
A \ probable de of e He Was 8 1 by the 


ws 1 Jr worſe; d Tin was hotter, his pale quicker, and his 
pain more acute; he alſo now thought, that one part of his head was 
rendet to he touch, and faid, he was fure, that was the part which re- 


rewe the blow. This place I euamined. Thie ſcalp did ſeem to be 
rüber faſter chan natural, but by no means fufficiently fo, to enable 
me to form any judginent by. Tewurd che cloſe of this day he bad a 
Tight tivering, was fick, and vomited, and paſſed the following 
Tight without any fleep at all; talking ſometimes incoherently; but 
Hell capable of giving a rational anfwer to any queſtion which engaged 
Bis attentien. On the i 5th day, the tumor of the ſcalp was more ap- 
parent, but yet ſeemed to contain little or no fluid, and. was about the 
| breadth of a crown piece. I would have removed that portion of 
ſealp; but while I'was intending it, the poor man had a very ſevere 
rigor, which äifordered him ſo much, that he begged to be let alone 
for the pt&fent. That afternoon he bad two' more ſhiverings, paſted 
very ill the following night, and next morning was delirious. The 
tumor wy was dnt alta, contained palpabiy a laid, but was 
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by no means tenſe; I took away the whole tumid piece, by a circular 
inciſion, gave diſcharge to a thin brown ſanies, and found the cra- 
nium perfectly naked, altered conſiderably in colour from that of a 
healthy natural one, but without. fiſſure, fracture, or other evil. 
That whole night and next day he was delirious ; his ſkin burning 

hot; he had frequent ſpaſms, which ſhook his whole frame, and the 
next! night (the 17th) he diet. 

The whole ſcalp, except round the edge of the inciſion, was in a 
natural ſtate; the pericranium in every other part, except the tumid 
one, adhered to the bone; and neither inflammation, nor tumor of 
any kind all over the reſt of the head. Under that part of the ſkull 
from which the pericranium had been detached, and from which the 
ſcalp had been removed, a very conſiderable collection of matter was 
found lying between the dura mater and cranium, but no bro emma 
of diſcaſe 992. where ele. 5 
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oY 0 i N. * fellow, playing at quoits, was truck down by 
the perpendicular fall of one of them on his head: It made | 
A Jacks i wound, which bled freely, but did not divide the pericranium, 
and conſequently did not denude the ſkull. The wound was l 


I 


. 


ſtunned at firſt bs the blow, having 3 blende, was foon 
well, and the next day went to his work, which was that of a farrier. 


The wound was drefſed daily with a ſuperficial pledgit, by the perſon _ 


_ who firſt ſaw. and ſtitched it, and it ſeemed to unite kindly. 

On the ſixth day from. that of the accident, he complained of be- | 
ing chilly and faint; and when he had done about half a day's work, 
found himſelf unable to bear the heat of the forge, or to ſtoop to 
ſhoe a horſe, on account of pain in his head: he therefore left his 
ſhop, went home, and ſent- for the apothecary who firſt had dreſſed 
him. The wound not being very carefully examined appeared to be 


healed, and therefore was not regarded as any cauſe of the man's pre- 


ent indiſpoſtion, who was treated as having a fever, from cold, and 
irregularity: he was let blood, and took ſome medicines; but at the 
end of three days, (nine from the accident) being worſe, and inca- 
pable of bearing the expence of remaining at home, he was brought 
£0. St. Bartholamew's hoſpital. On the tenth day, from that on 

RT which 


? 
J 
| g 
; 
< 
U 
* 


Fs 4 1 Ir B AL VIOLENCE. 47 
which he was wounded, T1 faw him,” He had a conſiderable degree of 
fever; his pulſe was hard and quick, his ſkin hot and dry, his face 
fluſhed, his eye languid, and he complained of great pain and tight= 
neſs all over is head. The wound was apparently, but not really 
healed; I could pals a probe underneath, from one end to the other of 
it; and I could feel the cranium bare the whole way: I divided its 
whole length; found the pericranium ſloughy, and detached to a con- 
ſiderable diſtance, and the bone much altered in colour; upon ſight 
bly gh? Irempved the x whole 70525 part, tA a large circular i incis - 
oh. . bert 1281 © N 
From n the ſymptoms and a appearalices T ide no good, H& 
was again let blood, and had a glyſter, and a lenient purge, which 
together produced three ſtools. That night, (the 10th) he had a ri- 
gor, after which bis pain became more intenſe,” and fever higher 
The next morning, (iche 11th) he had another ſhivering : and when I ; 
faw him about 'noon, he was very inconſiſtent. I ſet on a trephine 
cloſe to the ſagittal ſuture, on one ſide; and gave diſcharge to a ſmall 
quantity of matter, which lay on the furface of the dura mater; "after 
being lightly drefled, ſome more blood was drawn from one of the 
jugular veins, . and he was ordered to take a draught of the ſalt of 
 wormwood mixture frequently. The next day, (the 12th) he was worſe. 
T'therefore ſet the trephine on again, but on the other ſide of the ſu- 
ture, and by that means let out a conſiderable quantity of matter from 
between the ſkull and membrane. Soon after this, he became more 
rational, and ſeemed to get a little ſleep; but in the evening his pain 
returned with -great . and he had a rigor, which held ome 
above an hour. F 
When Law him the next 1 (che I 3th) he was ſenſelets; bad alow- 
faltering pulſe, . and a profuſe cold . ſoon after which he 


' expired... of 
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| | | Upon removing the upper part of the full, a large quantity of 
1 ; 3 was found, under each parietal bone, which had detached the 
5 Aaura mater from its connexion with the ſkull, for a conſiderable ſpace, 
but not at the ſuture. On the ri ght fide a portion of the dura mater 
Was become floughy, about the breadth of a chilling; and 1 1 
| altered part, was matter between the two meninges. eee 
| | - . The more firm attachment of the dura mater at the ſutures, renders | 
| | mme ſeparation of it at theſe places very difficult: which circumſtance, | 
added to the conſideration of the fityation of the, ſagittal ſuqure. on the 
very top of the head, renders the application of the trephine on each 
_ fide of it often abſolutely neceſſary. For if there be good reaſon; to 
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1 ſuſpect either an extravaſation of blood, or a collection of matter, in 
i conſequence of a blow received on this ſuture, and one ſide only be 
1 perforated, the operation may happen. to be performed on that fide 
_ where the blood or matter does not lie, and will therefore be ſucceſs- 
| 111.1 leſs; or, on the other hand, the extravaſation, or or ſuppuration,; may 
_ be on both ſides; and then the perforation of one only cannot anſwer 
1 6 the, whole purpoſe, and the ed: will e 1025 ag if no: 
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A 8 E M. 
Contufion without Wound. - jt"? 
Boy about nine MT old, playing under an empty cart, 'whoſe 


ſhafts were ſupported -by a ſtick, was knocked down, by the 
fall of one of them upon his head. The child was ſtunned by the 


' blow for a minute or two, but ſoon became ſenfible. When he came 


home, there being a ſmall ſwelling where the blow had been ſtricken, 
his mother applied-a bit of linen rag, wet with vinegar ; and as he ap« 
e to be perfectly well in a day or two, he was ſent to ſchool. 
Five days paſſed over before he made any complaint; on the ſixth, 
he faid, that his head ached; he brought up his breakfaſt, and could 
eat no dinner; but in the evening ſeemed to be pretty well again. On 


the yth, he complained ſtill more of his head, and ſaid, that he was 
very ſick, and very cold. He was put to bed, but got no reſt. As 


he had not had either ſmall- pox, or meaſles, he was brought hans, 


and treated as if one of theſe diſeaſes was to follow. 


Three days more paſſed, and no eruption appeared: the fever conti- 


nued much the ſame ; he was frequently inclined to vomit, and what 


little ſleep he got, was extremely diſturbed. He was, by the order of a 


| phyſician, let blood, had a bliſter applied to his back, and took ſome 
of the common febrifuge medicines. On the 12th day from that of 
the accident, he was ſeized with a ſhivering, which held him more 


than a quarter of an hour; after which his pain became more acute, 
and his fever higher. Some blood was Fawn from his temples by 


H hh leeches, 


So IN TURES or run! HE AD. 
leeches, and he was ordered ſome other medicines. On the 1 3th, at noon, 
he had another rigor, ſtill more ſevere than the former, and of longer 
duration, and that evening he became light-headed. By ſome means 
or other, the accident of. the blow. was now mentioned to the perſon: 
who attended him, and who deſired that a ſurgeon might look at his 
head. I found about a third part of the left e _—_ covered by a 
flat iſh tumor, containing a fluid. 4 Fo 


From the appearance of this frelling, —_ the date of the acci-- 
dent, the attack, violence, and. duration of the ſymptoms, [ made no 


ſcruple t to give my opinion, that the blow had been the ſole cauſe of 


all the child's illneſs; that J ſuſpected the ſkull under the tumor to be 
bare, if not injured ; that I/ did alſo believe, that matter was forming. 
or formed, under the ſcull; and, that if the laſt conjecture was true, 
the only chance the child could have of auen n be from the 


operation of the ttephine. h 59 


© Theidealp was divided, andthe dealt ouad a 1 caged, chit . 


perfeciy bare, and- altered from a natural colour; I would therefore 


have perforated it immediately; but as the bone was not broken, the 


Parents objected to ſuch operation; and the phyſical gentleman, who .. 


ad the care of the boy, not having ſeen -much'bufineſs-of this kind, 
and not- rightly comprehending the true nature of the caſe, joined in- 
ation was not neceſſary. It 
Was therefore not e, and fla, Whole was committed to inter- a 


opinion with the parents, that ſuch 


mal remedies. 8 | 0 | «+1 


The fever increaſed, as” the child's ſtrength | decreaſed i in propor- 


tion; he continued delirious for three days more, then dank. into a. 


: 


"Nite: of ipſepſibility, * died. 1 „ 
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Having been contradicted, and (as I thought) ſome what impro- 
perly overruled, in the management of the patient while alive, I 
was the more importunate to get leave to examine him when dead. 
All that part of the dura mater which had been covered by the left pa- 

rietal, and part of the temporal bone, was detached from the ſaid bones, 
and covered with a conſiderable quantity of matter. Under the mid- 
dle part of the former bone, the dura mater was diſcoloured, and 
ſloughy; this diſcoloured part I opened with a lancet, and let out near 
a ſpoonful of mater; which matter lay between; the meninges. A? 
the reſt of the contents of the head were unatffeted, 

When firſt I ſaw this child, all chance of relief from ales 
was over, and his ſymptoms: plainly. indicated miſchief under the 
ſkull. nen theveſpes but ene opuld give RO Kind. of 
chance. 

701 do not . that this pelo Would have Gon wy FT L am muck 
Inclingd: to believe that ĩt would not; but ſtill it was the only things | 
that could with propriety. have been done for him; and therefore. it FENG 
ought to have been done, inſtead of waſting time with the uſe of inter- 
nal remedies, / from * no oe ow_e could be n or 
derived. einn Deere 1 Nen 
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Labouring man fell from a ſcaffold, two ſtories high, by which 
| he was for a few minutes ſtunned, and inſenſible, but ſoon re- 
Seen He was let blood, and having bruiſed his right arm, and 
the ſame ſide of his forehead, ow was: On dreſſed, oye ſome body i in 
the neighbourhood. 
Next day being very well, 4 tad to his Pat and followed 
it daily for five more. On the ſixth, finding himſelf a good deal out 
of order, he came to the hoſpital for advice. He complained of 
SFM ſhooting and frequent pain in his head; of giddineſs, and inclination 
11 to vomit; and ſaid, that he felt, as if a cord was drawn tight round 
hie brain On the right fide of his forehead was a ſmall tumor, nei- 
ther tenſe, nor painful, but palpably containing a fluid. I perſuaded 
the man to let me open it. I found a ſmall quantity of a brown fluid, 
covering the bone, perfectly denuded of its perioſteum; upon which 
diſcovery, I removed the whole piece by a circular inciſion; fourteen 
ounces of blood were drawn from his arm; a glyſter was thrown up, 
and he was confined to his bed, and barley-water. 

_ ©. Next morning, (the ſeventh) his pulſe was full, bard, and 1 3. 
he had ſlept very little, and that in a very diſturbed manner. He was,. 
by the phyſician's order, let blood again, and directed to take the ſal 
abſinthii mĩxture, with rhubarb ſextis horis. On the eighth day, he 
was let blood again from one of the Jegulars, and being rather ſtill. 

coſtive 


| * 
From EBrruanAl VIOLENCE. 53 


coſtive took a gentle purge. On the ninth, his pulſe was till higher 

and harder, and his ſkin more hot and dry ; twelve ounces more of 
blood were drawn off from one of the temporal arteries. That even- 
ing he had a ſhivering, after which he complained that his pains were 

much increaſed. Next morning, (the tenth) his fore looked very ill; 
was pale,” ſpongy, and glaſſy, and the ſcalp ſeparated from the ſkull to 
ſome diſtance beyond the edges of the wound. I ſet on a trephine, 
and removed a piece of the cranium, under which the dura mater was 
ſmeared over with matter, and had loſt its bright colour. That night: 
he got no fleep, and toward morning had another rigor. The ele 
venth, at noon, he was manifeſtly worſe, in every reſpect; his pain 

was intenſe; his fever high, and his fore as ill-conditioned as poſſible. . 
With the largeſt trephine I had, I took away another piece of the cra- 
nium, nearer to the temporal bone, and by means of this opening, 
procured, the diſcharge of a. conſiderable quantity of matter. This 
done, finding his pulſe ſtill high, and full, I drew off ten ounces 
more of blood, and ordered him a. glyſter. The loſs of blood pro- 
duced a. ſwooning, which laſted ſome minutes, after which, he ſaid, 
that he thought his head was rather eaſier. As the evening ap- 
proached, . his pain returned, wherefore ſome. leeches were applied to 
his temples. That night he got a little quiet ſleep, and in the morn-- 
ing of the twelfth day, ſaid that his head was. perfectly eaſy: a very. 
large diſcharge of matter had been made. through the perforation in 
the cranium, and, 1 1 thought that the wound of the ſcalp, wore rather 
a. better 15 He v was 1 n to a proper low regimen. 1 took 


geben and appearance left biw. ; 
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Would not this caſe} Which ended ſo happily} Have been attended 
with the moſt fatal Eonſequenbes if the free bertbctten of” che deut 


l been 3 or if leſs blog _ been N dex 90 
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Aa elo ö abotit twenty Jolrs, ü e ne with 
i ruly dolle, againſt one of the rails in Smithffeld. The blow | 
was great; he lay ſenfeleſs for above an hour, and in that ſtate was 
brought into St. Barthotomew 80 "bolpital, en ee eme 

He had a large weund on. one ſide of His raked. the Kin of 
which was partly torn quite off, art partly turned down over Bis eye. 

Thie lips of the wound: were, by the perfoh''who aw Him firſt, 
brought as near together as they Would admit, but ach aj portion was 
Toft, as neceſſarily left the bone bare about the breadth 995 chiumg. 
As ſoon as his wound nad been examined, he Was let blood and put to 
bed. The next day, his pultle being hi ard abr full, he was again let 
blood, and was ordered to Rave a Elfter, a lenſept purge, and fome 


febrifuge medicines. On the third, the wounded ſcalp P, and that fide 
of the face being much wollen, a wartn cataplafm Was applied over 


the dreſſing 8, and the 7 part was well fomented ; and in about five days 
mote, every thing wore ſo good an alpect, that the man ſeemed to be 
getting well apace. On the ninth, he compliined of being out of or or 
der, ſaid his head ached, and that he had not let the preceding 
night. He was hot and feveriſh, and his pulſe hard and full. He was 
therefore let blood again, and ordered to d have a glyſter, and to be kept 

very 
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very low. On the tenth, in the night, he had (as he called it) a 
chillineſs came all over him; after which, his pain was conſiderably 
inbreaſed. On the eleventh, his ſore ſeemed to ſpread, diſcharged a 
thin gleet inſtead of matter, the lint with which it was drefled, fuck 
faſt to all parts of it, and its ſurface, from having been florid and gra- 
nulated, became tawny and ſpongy. That day he had another ſhiver- 
ing; and on the next, being the twelfth, a conſultation was held on 
him. He was now very hot and feveriſh; his face much fluſhed, an 
eryſipelas beginning to appear, on his eyelids; his ſore very ill- con- 
ditioned, and the bare bone ſo much changed from its vers pu co- 
lour, that it looked as if matter might have been ſeen through it 
Conſideratis conſiderandis, it was agreed that he had no chance for 
his life but by perforation of the bare cranium. The operation aS» 
immediately performed, and a quantity of matter found on the dura 
mater. For ſeveral days the diſcharge Mas, great, and the man, canti- 
pued, very ill; but about the eighteenth: day the fever left him, he 
became caſy, the diſcharge leſſened, his ſore put on a good face, and 
he got a natural ſleep, From this ee ben Me PARRA. and 
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"A Lad about” twelve years cha; finding by a man hho was buying 5 
at ticket, received a blow from the bat on his forehead. The 


boy became ſenſeleſs, | and a as he was not known to any body preſent, | 


he was brought to the e hoſpital, He recovered his ſenſes before he got 
thither; 


2 
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thither ; but the part which received the ſtroke being much ſwollen, 
he was dreſſed, let blood, and ordered to keep in bed. When I ſaw 
him next morning he had no complaint, but the ſoreneſs of his fore- 
head, under the ſkin of which there ſeemed to be a good deal of extra- 
 vaſated, coagulated blood. His pulſe was full and ſtrong; he was 
therefore again let blood; - and as he had not had a ſtool for two days, 
a glyſter was thrown up, and a lenient purge given. A diſcutient ce- 
rate was kept upon his forehead; and being of a coſtive habit, he was 
purged once in two or three days; and on the ninth, from that of the 
accident, was diſcharged from the houſe. On the fourteenth, he re- 
turned to it again, complained of laſſitude, giddineſs, and hedd-ach. 

He was put under the care of the phyſician, was let blood, vomited, 


purged, and took proper medicines, but remained much the ſame for 
three or four days, that is, he was feveriſh, with à ſkin too hot, a 


pulſe too quick, and what little ſleep he got was unquiet, and ſhort. 
On' the ſeventeenth day he had a light rigor, during and after which 
his pain in the head was much more intenſe, and the following day all 
Bis febrile ſymptoms were much exaſperated ; on the nineteenth, he 

complained of. tenderneſs to the touch on his forehead, and great gene- 
ral pain in his head. He was again let blood, and was more ſunk by 
the diſcharge than I could have ſuppoſed, but no remiſſion of his ſymp- 
toms followed. His ſleep that night was very little, and very unquiet; 
| toward morning he had two diſtinct ſhiverings, and when I ſaw him 
at noon, on the twentieth, his forehead appeared ſomewhat tumid and 
puffy. From the continuance and exaſperation of his ſpmptoms, and 
from the new. appearance on his forehead, I was almoſt certain there 
vas miſchief en or under the ſkull ; I therefore divided; the ſcalp, 'to 
examine the bone, and found, beryeen it and. che pericranium, which 

| had quitted. its adheſion for more than the breadth N. a eee | 

A. mal quantity of a thin, diſcoloured fluid. 
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was taken of it, The woman followed her buſineſs, which was that 
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This (as it appeared to me) put the nature of the the caſe out of 


doubt, and left the boy no chance, but from perforation. I therefore 


applied the trephine immediately, and gave diſcharge to matter formed 
between the duta mater and bone. For a week after the operation, 


the diſcharge was large, and the boy in much hazard, but at the end 
of that time, the ſuppuration leſſened, the dura mater incarned kind - 
ly, and by proper care, and . _— of the decoct. cortio. | peruv. 
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As: in the e of st. Giles's had a Nee with " 
A. wife; in which he ſtruck her over the head with a mop- ſtick. 


The blow was a ſmart one, but as it neither fetched blood, nor brought 


her to the ground, it only finiſhed the diſpute, and no farther notice 


of crying. greens about the ſtreets, and lived, (to uſe her own words 
ſometimes drunk, - ſometimes ſober, for a week. On the eighth 
from that of the blow, ſhe found herſelf ill, that ſhe applied to the 
hoſpital for admiſſion; and was taken in as a phyſician's patient for a 


fever. The doctor wrote for her; and the day after this, (che tenth 


From the accident) the ſiſter of the ward, in cutting off the patient's 
hair, which was full of vermin, diſcovered a ſwelling, which ſhe deſi- 


had now a hard, full pulſe, a hot dry ſkin, a black tongue, a frequent 


- 
- » - 


red me to look at: it was flattiſh, about the breadth of the palm of a 
hand, and lay immediately a- croſs the fagittal ſuture. The woman 


inclination to vomit, great thirſt, . intenſe pain in her head, and got no 
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deep. From theſe ſymptoms arid appearances; and from the account 
which the woman now firſt gave of the blow, I made no heſitation to 
fſay, ſuch blow was the cauſe of all her ſymptoms. That night ſhe 
had a ſevere rigor, and the next day, the eleventh, an eryſipelas, 
had taken poſſeſſion of part of her viſage. I opened the tumour, and 
finding the bone bare, cleared away the ſcalp largely, and circularly: I 
then applied a trephine on one ſide of the ſuture and cloſe to it, and 
found the dura mater altered in its natural colour, and as it were ſmear- 
ed over with matter. She paſſed the ſucceeding night very ill, was in 
great pain, got no ſleep, and had two ſhiverings. When I came to her 
the next day, her whole viſage was covered with an eryſipelas, and ſo 
ſwollen, that ſhe could not open her eye-lids. I applied the trephine 
on the other ſide of the ſuture, and found the ſame appearance, viz. 
matter on the ſurface of the membrane. She had within the laſt two 
days been let blood three times, and had conſtantly taken ſuch medi- 
cines as the phyſician | had ordered for her, and which were calculated 
to abate her fever, and keep her body open. Her ſymptoms ſtill con- 
tinued without a abatement ; the wound of the ſcalp bore as bad an aſ- 
as poſſible, ſhe talked very inconſiſtently, got not a wink of ſleep, 
| and, called perpetually for. drink. As the quantity of bone made bare 
by t the removal of the ſcalp Ip gave room for the farther application of the 
inſtrument, I made a third perforation near, to the firſt, and immedi- 
ately gave thereby diſcharge to ſo large a quantity .of matter, as to ſa- 
ar me the event muſt be fatal. 

The next day the right arm and leg became paraltie and the day | 
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fect infenfibility, had a ſhort, laborious reſpiration, a ſmall, faterrup- 5 
ted, faultering pulſe, and cold extremities, and on foe, ſixteenth day 
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VU pon opening the bead, the dura mater was found doverdd with 
matter, under the whole internal ſurface of both the patietal bones; 


but the firm adheſion of the longitudinal ſinus to the ſagittal ſuture had 
pecvonted Wy mee between the two collections of matter. 
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Cant ns E VIII. 

Ea bitt: nit Contuſion with Wound, - <4. y6{1 bas 
Lunatic threw himſelf from a window, two ſtories high, and 

in his fall, ſtruck his head, firſt 5 875 a e 117 then 


againſt a ſlated pent-houſe. 1 4 

He was taken up ſenſeleſs, with three wounds on his head ; one juſt 
above the right temple, and two on the top of his head: the wounds 
were but ſmall, nor was the pericranium divided in any of them. He 


remained ſtupid above twelve hours ; but being in that ſpace of time let 
blood freely twice, he recovered his ſenſes, but ſhewed no ſigns of 2 
right underſtanding. He paſſed two days and nights in the utmoſt 
diſorder and diſturbance, He was confined in a ftrait waiſtcoat, and 
kept two people conſtantly employed in holding him: at laſt, by re- 


peated phlebptomy, and taking a large quantity of opium, he fell 
aſleep, llept near twelve hours, and then awoke perfectly tranquil, and | 
perfectiy rational.” By the ſixth day from that of the fall, his wounds 
were in perfect good order, and ſeemed to heal without any trouble ; 
the man was in very good health and temper, and perfectly rational and 
intelligent. He would have been permitted by his friends to have 
gone out a "Little 5 way into the country ; but leſt there ſhould be any 


latent miſchief, 1 adviſed him to keep quiet a little longer, and to live 
with great'cautionz which advice was followed. On the tenth day 
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from that of the accident, he loſt his appetite, looked dull and lan- 
guid; reſuſed food and cbmpany, complained that his head ached, and 
ſaid, that he had not ſlept. So little time had paſſed ſince he had been 
diſordered in his. mind, that, from his aſpect and manner, I ſuſpected 
a return of his lunacy. I let him blood again, directed that he might 
be kept low, and deſired his brother, who was an apothecary, to give 
him an opiate at going to bed. The next day, the eleventh, he ſaid 
that his head-ach had again prevented him from ſleeping all night, 
and that he felt: as if a cord was bound tight about his brain: his ſkin 
was too hot, his pulſe was too hard and too frequent; his urine ſmall 
in quantity, and high. coloured z and. the aſpect of the wounds in the 
ſcalp, by no. means ſo favourable as they had hitherto been; one of 
them looking more ſpongy and pale than the others, I examined with 
my probe, and found the ſkull bare for ſome ſpace, under it. With 
his own and brother 8 gonſent, 1 removed all the ſcalp covering the 
bare cranium, and found it to be conſiderably altered from a natural” 
colour. 1, bled. him again, and deſired that he might take freely of 
the ſalt of wormwood and lemon j juice until the next day. That night; 
he: had a ſmart rigor, . and the. next morning finding him worſe, and. 

more diſturbed, I made a perforation. of the ſkull.” The dura mater. 


; under this perforation was dull, and had apparently matter on its ſur» 
wy — ſmall i in quantity. He was dreſſed lightly, and, as ö his. 


nk eas, his pain in his bead y was greater, his fever higher, and, 

the whole ſore fo crude, that the lint was with difficulty removed from: 

it. I applied the trephine again, and found the ſame appearance, viz. | 

a dull diſcoloured dura mater, and a ſmall quantity of matter. I bat | 
evening he bad another rigor, and was the following day manifeſtly 

| _ n from the ene of his bed. and firmly, 

belleving 


Faouw K MT AHAN ATI VNHOEEN OE. 6y 
believing that matter was collected, in ſuch manner as not to be diſ- 
charged by the two openings already made, I ventured to make a 
third, and that a large ohe; which prodused an immediate and large 
diſcharge of pus. In ſeven or eight hours I ſaw him again, and 
found him eaſier and more tranquil. He had flept nearly an hour, 
and his pulſe did not feel ſo rapid, nor ſo hard. That evening he got 
more ſleep, and the following morning anſwered every queſtion aſked,. 
in ſuch manner, as to convince every body that he was certainly better. 
To ſhorten | the relation, * thall only. add, that the. diſcharge continged 
large for ſeveral days, pit” then gradually decreaſed: all his ſymptonis- 
by degrees alſo diſappeared, and in no great length of time, by poor 
Per care, he got very well. e 


When this patient was by 85 wih 5 20 — 1 dingy 
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me, to ) ape a return of his anon diforder,. 1 . this pra 
tion, I gave him the opiate, hoping, that if I could pracure ſleep, he 
might be better. But when I ſaw. the altered appearance af the 
wound, and found that the pericranium had quitted its adheſion ta tha 
ſkull, 1 was no longer i in doubt, that whatever elſe might coneut to 
diſorder him, yet all his complaints were fairly deducible from the ef+ 
fects of his fall. And ! : apprehend. he owed, the preſervation, of hig 


life to the treatment he. underwent, in conſequence of ated 
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* Watchindn; ' whoſe flaßd Was in e got into a a feuf- 

le with" nie dtunken“ ſailors, and. received ſeveral wounds 
and blows: In his 8045 ftom om of which ke loſt fo much blood, 
that he Was the next day brought in Mw. ks Bartholomew's 8 Ne in A 
very. weak low ſtate... fs 


1 


Not one of the wounds, which were five In debe had paſſed the 
peribrenfum, but his Whole f head was vety inuch ſwollen and bruiſed, 
He wð²aẽ s in other reſpects very Well; tllat is, he did hot complain of 
fiekneſs; or any other kind of pain Aan what foreneſs the bruiſes ne- 

_ ceffarily occaſioned; and he had the full and perfect aſe of his ſenſes. 
AZ he had already ſuſtained great Joss of blood, and was more than 
fatty years old, I made uſe of! no farther act don, but dreſſed his 
head ſupetfieially; and directed that he ſhould be kept in bed. At "the 
end of about a week, the general tumefactioni Was nearly gone, and all - - 
the wounds in a healing ſtate; the man tranſgrefſed rules of the ho- 
pitaliby ſtaying out all night, and was difchary ed. On the prom, 
day ſtomi that &f tlie accident, he! eater" mit again, complaining of 
head-ach, giddineſs, ficknels, failure of frength, loſs of WpAny, and 
want of ſleep. 


Al the wounds, except one, were perfectly healed; this was on the 
upper part of the right parietal bone; it was crude, ſpongy, and the 
Kubefunt fleſn of ſuch colour and conſiſtence, as inclined me, (con- 
ſidering at the ſame time his general ſymptoms) to ſuſpect miſchief 
underneath it. I took him into the houſe again, and immediately re- 
moved 
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moved a circular portion of the ſcalp, ĩncludi ng the wound, and found 
both pericranium and ſtcull in the ſtate I ſuſpected ; that is, the for- 
mer altered and detached, and conſequently the latter bare. Neither 
the age, habit, nor ſtate of the man ſeemed to be capable of bearing 
free evacuation, nor did i in my own' opinion believe that there was 
time for the experiment. I therefore perforated the middle of the bare 
part of the bone, and: found a ſufficient warrant: for having: ſo idone ; 
chat is a ſmall quantity of matter on the ſurface of the dura mater 
His head was dreſſed lightly; a little blood was drawn from one of his 
arms, and a glyſter thrown up to praeure a ſtool.¶ The followipg night 
he paſſed ill; had a Night ſhivering, got little or ino ſleep, and complain- 
ed very much of pain in his head; the bare membrane looked very 
Dan Ain gel a thin gleet, and preſſed hard againſt the edges of the 
bone. The next day, his pulſe being conſiderably riſen, he was let 
blood again: that afternoon he had l tiger. 4hdibis. 155 as 3 
as fever became more intenſe. Tor 2 % i | 
On the eighteenth: day, finding him in evety reſoect monly 1 ts 
Wet perforation, juſt below the former, and gave thereby a dif- 
charge to a larger quantity of matter, which the cloſe preſſure of the 
dura mater againſt the edges of the perforation had hitherto confined. 
On the twentieth, he was indeed rather eaſier, but his fever was very 
high, and both the dura mater and fore in the ſcalp looked very ill.; 
vherefore ſuſpecting more matter, and being ſatisfied the man had no 
other chance for life,. I made a third perforation cloſe by the ſecond.. 
This procured ſo large a diſcharge of pus, that I was very apprehen- 
five that the extent of the miſchief was too great for the aſſiſtance of 
art to prgpe effectual in; however, I was luckily diſappointed ; for in 
a very few days more all his bad een en left him, and the. 
man got perfect well. 
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;Frbin\confdering.iallr the circumſtances of this caſe, Lam ſatis- 
fed, that had ndt' the cranium been perforated at all, the man 


muſt Have died, from the collection and confſinement of matter: and | 


chan am allo as much convinced, that the two former perforations would 


rann the large removal of bone; | 059211295 22 ads 301 t 
Tbis is a pointof practice, which has by no means been ſufficiently 
attended to by practitionets, nor ſufficiently inculcated by the writers. of 
our country atleaſt, Many, who ſee and are convinced of the juſtneſs, 
aud propriety of it, want authorĩty ta vindicate them in propoſing or 
executing it, and ſome part of the diſgrace which has been caſt on the 


operation uf the trepan has ariſen from! this cauſe. PFractitioners have 


in general been afraid to make more than one opening, and that gene · 
_ . rally a ſmall one. If the inflammation be of any extent, or the quan- 

tity of matter at all conſiderable, this one ſmall opening muſt prove 
inſufficient, either for the relief of the tenſe inflamed membrane, or 
for the evacuation of the ffuid; and the only probable chance which 


che patient can have, muſt be, from the removal of a large portion of 


bone; and this N in the baton eee of blood, or fan, 
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have proved inſufſiciens for the purpoſe, and that the man owed his 
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* ho was at work on the top of an FIC fatin with 
the roof of Ms Be was taken out ſenſeleſs, and brought i in that 
ſtkte to the hoſpital. © 7 
ks baden diftrene part er bi body ſeveral wounds and Pale but: | 
nene of tem ſeemed to be of any great conſequence. On his head were 
four, one of ſome ſize, on the upper part of the frontal bone, near to 
the-coronal ſuture, two ori the. left parietal, one on the tightfide of his 
heads juſt:above'kis car; and a ſmall : brurſe on the upper part of the 68 
oatipitisc.) Of all theſe wunde de perieraflum wis Kividend in S 
only, vizz that niat the:ohοj,iν˙ ture 125 * 
His wounds; wert dreſſed, heiwas wy nd a glyſter was throws 
up, and a purging mixture was ordered to be given cochleatim, until he 
ſhould have. diſcharge per anum. The next deythewab in thi fitrle - 
ſtate, perfectly ſenſeleſs, had the apoplectic ſtertor a fuld labeming 
Interrupted pulſe; and ſome diffieulty of reſpiration. He had four or 
five, large ſtools, wherefore his mixture was diſcontinued; but ifixteen®t 
oundes more of blood were drawn from one of the jugular veins z which 
nation was repeated. again in the evening of the ſame day to the 
quantity of eight more. On the third day, being ſtill perßectly fluids. 
diſcharging | bath urine:and. fæces involuntarily, and having fits a falts- 
laho gulſe, both the temporal arteries were opened. and ſvurteen 
„ gre. rpm On. the fourth, finding no alterutiom and! 
being ſatisfied that tha man's ſtate could hardly be made werſe, Ide 
termined e 4. 


410 ® 


le; 


66 NES o pus HA 
on the upper part of the frontal bone, where the pericranium had been 
divided: The dura mater was. found to be thinly covert with gru- 
mous blood, -ſfome of which I removed; and thereby made way for 
the diſcharge of more. The next day, (the fifth) finding that what 
diſcharge had been made, during the night, was bloody, and that the 
man was in no reſpect altered for the better; I thought I had ſufficient 
authority for repeating the operation, which I accordingly: did, cloſe 
by and below the former ; and as the blow, by which the wound had 
been inflicted, ſeemed to haye been almoſt exactly on the top of his 
head, 1 made. a third open ing in the parietal bone, cloſe to the ſuture. 
The en under all was the fame as 1 — firſt, via. a one 
layer of grumous, | or rather. coagulated blood. ger en Ut u. 
"if Next day, (the fixth) toward evening, ths ahh rand} his eyes * 
and on the. Kpenth, in che morning, he ſpake. The diſchatge of 
blood continued for ſeveral days, and at the end of about à week from 
this time ceaſed, the dura mater and the wounded ſealp wearing as 
good an aſpect as e eg u ge e ee patient being en 
raid leer ee ele ese eg 
On the hy; 42 en ee of pain all over is Hear 
was;;fick;;:reached to vomit, and ſaid that he Was faint” and chilly.” 
On che nineteen th his fuce was fluſtied; his kim hot, his pulle quick 
and hard. He was: let blood; and ordered th have a glyſter, a 
ers bp . 4 febrifuge kind. A day or two more paſſed” 
in-this manner, his fever not violent, var rather increafing thati remut= © 
Pre though not acute, yet Tuth as tv deprive kim of his vn 
flexp ; Jintle gigors occuring irregularly,” no perſpiration, and an exteſ- | 
five languor. At laſt; onuthe twenty firſt day, on the upper aich 
the os ↄceipitis: on the right ſide were there had been a ſmall bruiſt, 
a tumqæ aroſe, fo characterized, as to ſatisfy me, that the cauſe er el 
eee of circumſtances * WR it; it did not tiſe to ĩn 7 
1272 : height, 


0 


late, nor did they riſe ſo high as they moſt frequently do but then it 
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beighit, and contained a'fmalt quantity of ſunies, But covered a' portion 


of bone whirh the pericranĩum had quitted. I removed the ſcalp, and 


would have ſet on b N but the Mer E refuſed to- ſubmit 


to it. 

On the ei day he loſt hs "A his left leg 100 arm, and 
was at the ſame time much convulſed in his right; which paralyſis and 
ſpaſm continued until the een and on the twenty. eighth 
he diet. 

Upon examining is head; a colle&ion” of matter was found under 
the bare part of the occipital bone; tle dura mater under this matter 
was flougby.and;putrid,-and about a deſert ſpoonful of matter lay be- 
tween the meninges, juſt under the altered part of the dura mater. Im 
the part where the bloody extravaſation _ bean, may. wy . 
perſectù fait and free from diſeaſe, ... 7 5 
In this caſe there ſenms to have been «abs A150 Wen 
the bloody extrayaſation/ with its effects, and the inflammatory ſtate of 
the dura mater, with its cunſequences, as can be deſired. All the 
firſt ſymptoms were ſuch as were cauſed by mere preſſure of the extra 
vaſated blood. ; an obliteration of every ſenſible faculty, attended with 
the principal Symptom of an interrupted circulation, Perforation of 
the K&ull |, Where this extravaſation had been made, did, by giving diſs, 
charge to the blood, bappily remove theſe, and the man was getting? 
well apace, until the ills ariſing from another cauſe, viz. the inflammatg—+ = 
ry { a bn lth dura mater, in conſequence of contuſion, and thadin 
another, place, began to, appear 5, they indeed; made cheir attack rathes, 


wo] be : Fonkidered What diſeipline the poor man had ade en hay 


w hat evacuation had been made, Notwithſtanding which, they bore + 


their tue. genyine,. febrile, inflammatory chatacter, and a er 
their 7 moſt krequent., eyent. What e of, the os Occi piles 
Bola K 2 might 
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wight have done, F cannot _ fear but little, as the matter was 
Mar 92 0 r but vpdernceth the « dura mater, _ chat tob-diſeaſed. 
l 8 Go 1 10151. 77510 Da CTASED If FP 0 | 8 * 7 $51 AVE: : „ D100% 
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: Driywin, drunk, and Necping; fell from tris dray, and his 
41. bead was ſo ſqucezed between the wheet und a poſt, chat 4 
eanfiderable portion of the ſcalp. „ ee nme was 


bated: off from each patietal bone. Los 913 29088 Ae 8 


He was brought to the hoſpital ae eve * 
and the ſeparated ſcalp: being ſo bruiſecd and mangled as to afford no 
probability ef re- union, it was removed, and the bone dreſſed with dry 
Eut. The next day the man was ſo well; and io perfectly maſter of 
What ſenſt he had, that I was inclined to believe, that a great deal of 
the aft night's appearanee was owing ptincipally to liquor 


by AI den deys time the edges of the torn ſealp were digeſted, : ak bore 


all the appearance of forts in a healthy man.” One of the parietal 
bones ſremed diſpoſed to granulate witfiour 3 any exfoliation, the other 
_ ookdda# if it Would throw of A NC. 
© ig thethittentht day lie Was o well, Abo a large fin fo 
wolle fers ne deffred to be diſtharged: from the Hoſpital, and to be 
_ made anvut-patient; but his {ores were fil fo large, and T had ſo of- 
ten been deceivetl by tlie fallacibus appearance of ſuch caſes, that I ; 
 perſhaded bib 46 flay'aniother week. - gad Dad MOtRU! 5 "4,19 

1 h the firteefrth day be complained much of Head-ach; and faid, 
that ne was fick and chilly; on the eventeerith, the florid, Fan 


7752 " 11 lated 


e 
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lated appearance, and laudable matter of the ſores, were exchanged 
for a tawny, glaſſy ſurface, and a plentiful, thin gleet. I bled him 
freely, and bid him Rep in bed. On the ſamb day toward evening, 
he had a ſhivering, and the day following two more; that parietal 
bone (the lest) :whichThadohitherrts lob a i iti vo be er 
by.a grabafation,” withott exfoliztiag} H Wore © Abfef ſedt n $4 
hit 1 Faid:woldll have A frephitie d it imfHedistety! But tie mh 
would nor permit ie: Brery better nicunb WA ach; bat th ff pur: 
pow. Tue ſore on the fight Adelef tlic heztl cnfrfhed to 00K war, 
| Hik thi RAlpYoreted its acfieridtf tb lthefr tfib iI feft pitched BUKe 
eh hoe loched very Wah kb ed at Hob) Wie: arcs Hacid E Er 
O ehe Bidfrycrhift A, Tlörk that of Tb Kb fdent, He died, Ris 
its Bead plrälytie im ft At Reg! eld arär Bod" che tiventy Nh, 
he Ipelcktee or ant co tl, 45 Watt 3s of he tw O böte „here 
 aiffereiie! chat 1 Fud Cütiöflt) to fee the fate öf the pürts unt YO: 
Exe; Of the "Fight fide the Aura f mater Wag! 4 Hatüral, found, "2 
Berent ſtate. Oli che left, it was ic epatated om avg the w wh 
Borie,” und covered Hledtifally* Fla” an was, or. about the 
Bred of 4 Half eibWn, Noughy V under the lou; . ff, pia mater 
| kan la wk alſo fort rene: 85 2 5 of the 
„ait aniged. e 5 dim. ! 1 env; I AN 1 
elle following! caſt ws. "OY Fe St. Bartiiloctie g 8 hair 
1 hte abner Ape b) F ficlttefy.. Flies atkount therefore 
of the patient while Ning; isa ae Mr. Eüffe, my aphtentibe; 
and that of the appedrahee after death; is N the late in- 
genious Mr. Partsidge, abe aſſiſtel Mr. Eutle in tlie xkiitinaBor Fa 
the body. [ono v7 Fr bd tlg bas vw Ann 
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'1 5 gb el yab 4c NIE... (14491 zich g. Dole 
In 40 0 of Voter, 3765, John Bigge, a lad about thir-- 
teen years Id, was driving a horſe round in a grinding mill, 
horſe not being uſed to che work, ran round. very faſt a the boy fel 
and received ſuch a blow from ſome part of the frame in which the 
horſe worked, that be lay, deprived. of ſenſe, for fame timk, that ie, 
until ſomebody came in 10 enquire why, the mill went, ſogtnpid. He 
had a ſmall wound on ph t tide 7 7 head, and no other apparent 
mark of injury. In a pk ours, by the afliſtance of phlebotomy;3 he: 
—— to be very well again. His wound, was dreſſed by the family 
cary for a week, during which, time, he did not ſeem, to have 
225 ae g, Wd now 9h then -haying a Might. head- ach 
be wound, not healing kindly, th © boy. being a country boy, hired : 
only for the purpoſe of driving the mill. yore +, and. Zhe people with 
mri ke lived being ti tired = of keeping, him employ ed, he was 
brought.to th e hoſpi 88 20 The 1 wound, at not large,, ang. although he 
du oor n to have 2 e n les ke 
healing. 


e 


On due e ighth of March, he was ſeiled "with a — beginnt n "Eg | 


with a kind of cold f.. on the tenth; he w eas. 
complained of acute pain in, bis bead, and hig wound, which han een 
healed, broke out again, the pericranium ſeparating from the baden 
the twelfth, he became ſenſeleſs to all outward objects, was convulſad 
in all his limbs, and jaw alocked; On this, day. Mr. Crane trepanned 
him, on the upper, fore and right fide of the frontal bone. On tho 
ſurface of the dura mater was found a conſiderable quantity of oe 
matter, on the next morning he died. | 
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The dura Miter "yas detached from the cranum . about an in 4. 
all round the perforation of the bone ; what matter had been formed. 
on its furface had been difcharged by the operation, and little or none 
lodged ; the Pia mater and brajn ! bound! in this, 255 At about two in- 
ches diſtance from the original wound, higher up, and nearer both . 
to the coronal and ſagittal ſutures, was a ſmall tumor about the ſize of 

a pplit arden bean; ; within this was a very little diſcoloured matter, 
and under it the bone was bare. The dura mater correſponding with 
this tumor was detached, black, and lo floughy, and a conſiderable quan- 
tity of matter lay ander this loughy part, communicating with an ab- 
ſceſs, formed between the two hemiſpheres of the brain, on the. right 


ſide of the falciform proceſs. 
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ER or en, of beth tables of the full. from Contufion. 


H E ſeparation of a portion of the cranivm. conlifiing.« of both. 

tables, or of the whole thickneſs, happens not unfrequently, 

in old, or neglected yenereal diſorders. The diſeaſe, which in theſe 

*caſes'] has its ſeat in the diploe, often ſpoils the whole, ſubſtance of the 

bone, and produces a ſeparation, or exfoliation of its whole thickneſs : 80 

the dura mater bein 8 always found, in ſuch caſe, to * coyered only by 
an incarnation generated from its ſurface. 

This kind of caries is ſometimes of large extent, in one piece, but 

| more frequently it is il ſmaller fize,* and affects different Pare of the 
8 \ fame. 
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's "nf SB eee nearly the whole os frontale caſt off; and in another, the 
Whole left parietal bone, | 


77 
ae Gall, Te rl nl poly pints ere 
f It had be yorm-caten Tre French al | xermoul » The 
ate of 1 one fo diſes e s ſeldom m ch clev vated, ge⸗ 
Hy for 95 Laich P t © en, the 10 unleide 110 koh ? 
nerally ſomewhat, ; + it of AE 5 Et ei 


„Ni See 2:0 TIET r.þ It 
AN a trus Hog, as It 1s called; though pow IN 
The ſealp; which covets a bone in aul Arn age . 
caſed alſo; ſometimes with one, 1 larg | 7: eohdithoried "fre e; ” Pak gt more 
often with a number of crude, Foul, popfil, . e ulcers. 3 = 
4 


through moſt of whick' a will djſeoy yer 80 308 al 
fran ad 15 conſtäntq) Mana ed, a re 70 11 — ge His 
complaint is Seat MOVE; ed 1 oergaf 1 Fe geh pocky. 
ſpots, and pains about the breaſt and Weise ; -and is almoſt always: 
preceded by the former, though very frequently that ſymptom ceaſes, . 
either during the ae, e ſtituteg for that purpoſe, or when 
the pericranium covering lcd part, „ e foul and ſloughy. 
The proportion of extent of ſurface, which one table of theſe diſeaſed 
parts of he cranium bears to the diſeaſed part of the other table, is ve- 
ry uncertain, and often very unequal. Sometimes the alteration of the 
_ofter table 18 ich fbefe Extehfive chan thät of the inet, in which” 
caſe; wen this ſeparation is made, the Getakhed piece cbmes away very 
calily, and the uncovered part of the duta matet is fhatt; 'dniparet to SP 
the fle of the external ſore; biit ſometimes, on the contrary, the dif- 
caſe occupies 4 mrs conſſderable s exteht of the inner table thi of ihe" 
outer; and EW tendels tlie caſe more diffchlt and the ure there: 5 
ninety: 5 92G il et 5 D933 FRO 10! ma 11% 
A mercutial edges, be egun, * ny even! before the ſcalp, e cover ing ikke Alx. 
eaſed parte hall have been üſcerated, Though it be often 5 hicient,  * 
fully and Perfectiy to eradicate the lues from the Role, will neither pre- 


vent, 
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vent; nor cure, this local malady ; which will therefore often remain, 
After ſuch cauſe of it has been really and totally removed; the bone ts 
thoroughly. ſpoiled (at leaſt in the parts affected), and although the 
diſeaſe, conſidered abſtractedly, be cured, yet the texture of theſe har- 
der parts neceſſarily requires more time to caſt off hat is unſound, and 
to put on healthy appearance, than the ſofter do, the local diſtemper 
will remain a long time after. An inattention to, or a miſunderſtand- 


ing of this circumſtance has been the cauſe, why many people have 


been harraſſed, and even deſtroyed with unneceſſary mercurial proceſ-- 
ſes, when the complaint has been truly local, which it frequently 
is after proper, previous mercurial treatment. Such medicines will 
be found to be ſo far from e the removal, that by ſpoiling the 
| conſtitution, relaxing the folids, i impoveriſhing and diſſolving the fluids, 
and weakning the vis vitz, they prevent nature from executing her own - 


purpoſe, and really protract and retard that effect which they are uſed 


(though injudiciouſly) with deſign to expedite. Mercury is undoubt- 


| edly 4 ſpecific for the pox, but it is alſo a poiſon. It will cure that . 
and ſome other diſeaſes; but its effects on the human frame are nei- 


ther light, nor ſuperficial. It becomes beneficial or prejudicial, ac- 


cording to the manner in which itis applied ; and when it ceaſes to do- 


good, it will moſt certainly do harm. This, though a very flagrant in- 


ſtance of it, is not the only one which might be produced; the ſame 


obſervation might be made, on the maladies proceeding from a diſeaſed 


proſtate, and urethra, producing indurations, and fiſtulæ in perineo, in 
_ "I the -perſiſtance in the uſe of mercurials, after the producing lues 
has been cured; has coſt many a man his life, by aggravating, and conti- 
nuing that ſymptomatic hectic fever, (the neceſſary conſequence of pain 
and irritation) which it ſhould be the whole buſineſs of art to calm and 
attemperate. In all theſe caſes a ſtrong decoction of ſarſaparilla, with 
milk, for the common drink, a ſoft, nutritive diet, a clear air, and the 
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free uſe of the Peruvian bark, will be found to be more conducive to 


the patient's recovery, than any continued uſe of mercury. By the 
former he will be reſtored and ſtrengthened, by the. eder he ws be 


. arritated, waſted and deſtroyed,  - Ip. 


The ſame kind of exfoliation or ſeparation 'of bach, hl of the 
cranium, is fometimes the conſequence of mere external violence“. 


The four following examples, which have fallen within my own 
knowledge, 1 ſhall relate without any comment. 


. 


Gentleman 8 coachman was on from 71 box, « on the road 
between London and Richmond, and received a wound in his 
forehead, which divided the pericranium, and denuded the bone about 


an inch above the ſinus. The man received no other harm i in the fall; 


the lips of the wound were brought forthe by ſuture, and he drove 
home. 


* 
5 7 


The next day his maſter, who was a governor of St, Bartholomew' 8. 
and a timorous man, ſent the patient into that houſe. As he ſeemed 
perfectly well, and the wound looked as if it would unite without any 
trouble, I dreſſed him only with a, ſuperficial pledgit. This did not 
ſucceed, and the edges, inſtead of uniting, became ſpongy. * there- 


Y fore 
lte 8 


Morgagni deduces this from miſchief done to the ele of the diploe. - &% Antegizam 


© de Calvariæ ictibus verba facere deſinamus, illud non eſt prætereundum, ..utraque. ejus 
ce tabula prorſus illæſa, illæſiſque ſubjectarum meningum vaſis, accidere aliquando ab ictu 

5 « valido obtufi corporis, ut vaſcula, que inter tabulas medullæ ſubferviunt, rumpantur, 
* & ſanguinem fundant; qui procedente tempore corrupths, eoque acrior factus; quod 
ſuccus medulloſus admiſceatur, qui tum mora et calore, in peſſimam degenetęt rance- 


_  & dinem, interiorem tabulam carie afficiat  hominique, jam ictu oblito, & nibilſejuſ- 
modi timenti, intro defluens, meninges vitiet, necemque afferat.“ 


De Sedibus & Cauſis, &c. 
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fore ordered him to be dreſſed with a little dry lint, thinking that the 
bare bone would ſoon throw off a ſmall ſcale, and finiſh the matter. 
At the end of three weeks every thing was exactly in the ſame ſtate ; 
the bone bare, and not likely to exfoliate, and the edges ſpongy. Be- 
ing in perfect health, the man was tired of the confinement of the 
| hoſpital, and was permitted to go home, taking,dreflings with him. 

At the end of two months from the date of the fall, he returned 
to the hoſpital again, and defired me to look at his fore ; which was 
not only not healed, but diſcharged much too large a quantity of matter, 
The opening was about the ſize of a ſilver three-pence,, round, ſoft, 
and ſpongy ; upon feeling with a probe, I thought that the bone receded 
too much for a mere looſe exfoliation, and as the bone receded, the 
diſcharge of matter increaſed. Upon repeated trials, I was thoroughly 
ſatisfied, | that both theſe circumſtances were. true, and alſo. that, the 
looſe piece was much too large to be extracted from the preſent 
opening. | 

I conſidered, that the removal of a circular piece of ſſcin would leave- 
a ſcar, which would not only be a great amin but a deformity 
which would be liable to miſconſtructions, and as there were no bad 
ſymptoms to be obviated, nor any thing to be done, but merely to re- 
move the looſe portion of bone, I made a longitudinal inciſion, ſuffi- 
cient for its extraction, and laying hold of it with a pain of forceps, 
brought it away. It was the whole thiekneſs of the cranium, in every 
part firm, hard, and perfectly white; and it left the dura mater co- 
vered by a florid healthy incarnation. I laid the divided ſcalp down 
upon the membrane, without any 7 jntervpaing ng nes: the- e 
heobed in air. Kon cas n 1818 cf 
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6. $i ted hes S . ''D 4 oh 
a abe woman Ving in a 1 landau, by a tes 
ſtruck her head with great violence againft an iron hock, at hn ; 
top of ĩ it, put there to hold the two parts of the roof together! The 
blow gave her exquiſite pain for the inſtant, but that ſoon ceaſed „ 
and as it cauſed neither wound not tumefaction, ſhe took no fatther brd 
18 tice of it. At the end of near two months, ſhe was ſeized with a 
violent pain in her head; ſo violent, that for ſeveral nights ſhe was 
4 obliged to have recourſe to laudanum,” in order to obtain a Title 
| | broken reſt, {23880 214 4791020 Nr brood 3 991 ett 
=: + In about a week her pain went off, and a tumor aroſe, juſt where 
ſhe had been e that S, JOY in the middle of the . 
ſuture. finzba 
1 Mr. Brown, of Little Britain, Yi de eire of b Ber 8 TO 
| ' ſaw her ; we opened the tumor, and diſcharged a conſiderable quiaiitity 3 
of diſcoloured and very offenſive matter. 1 paſſed my finger into the 
| opening, and to my great aſtoniſhment found it touched the dura ma- 
WE ter. We removed a circular piece of the ſcalp; and found the two 
1 oſſa parietalia bare, and curious for à TbnHitderable extent; on! each ſide 
; of "the ſuture ; and in the middle of this eatious piece, Jolk in the! tract 
of the ſuture, à hole large enough wy admit _ jy mins finger, 
. without touching the edges of the bone e eng. 
Ns). exfoliation was found in the matter, 100 eil che Wensträndz the 
dura mater lay at 2 conſiderable diſtance from the ſkull, in that dies 
the diſcharge from within was large and very offenſive ; and about 
three weeks, from the time of: opening, ſhe died ſuddenly in a mana 
of fit. . 1148 8 
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N. the middle of e 2, a woman about ſixty years old- 
fell down ſtairs backwards ; ſhe was ſtunned by the blow, which 
her head received from one of the ſteps, and lay ſenſeleſs ſome time. 

There was neither wound nor conſiderable 'bruiſe 3 ſhe was let 
blood, and kept quiet for ſome few days; at the end of which, find- 
ing no inconvenicnce either general or particular, ſhe ceaſed to n 
it. 

On the eighteenth of December, ſhe was taken into the hoſpital, 
for a ſwelling on the right fide of her head, nearly of the ſize of a 
ſplit Sevile orange. This tumor ſhe ſaid, had been preceded by a ſe- 
vere head-ach without fever; but as ſhe did not then believe that her 
fall had any ſhare i in the e age of her preſent complaint he 11 
nothing about it. in 
Her head being ſhaved, the tumor WTO Full of a fluid. 1 di- 
vided the ſcalp, and let out a quantity of greaſy offenſive matter. 
n farther examination, the bone was found to be bare, and cari- 

I removed ſuch a portion of ſcalp, as brought the whole into 
view. The natural texture of the bone was deſtroyed, and in it were 
ſeveral holes, through Which a probe might eaſily be paſſed; and from 
vebich matter was. ene in ew ae ang with ſuch motion, 


eee AR hee cds in Any bath of the Has _— 290%; 
© The affairs of her family now required her to be at home. She was 
in perfect good health; was diſcharged from the boſpital; and as he 
lived. very: near to me, one of my young: gentlemen undertook to take - 
941 care 
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care of her. On. the twenty-eighth of March 1764, a ſmall part of 
the bare bone came away, and left the dura mater covered by an 
healthy incarnation ;. and on the twelfth of April following, the whole 
remainder, being about a third part of the parietal bone, did the ſame. 


From fixſt 49 laſt ſhe had no kind of e nd * 9 5 
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N get, ever memorable defence, made by Capt. Gilchriſt, ( on 
| board (as I. think). the Squthampton man of war, againſt A molt: 
ſhameful ſuperiority, of French force; a ſailor. received a ſevere blow” 
on his head by a large ſplinter ;- a. ſmall wound and a conſiderable 
: bruiſe were the. immediate conſequence; but. they were ſo ſoon well, 
that the man did duty in a few days. At about ſeven weeks diſtance 
ftom the time of the accident, he began to complain of gteat pain in 
his head; which pain in a few days rendered him ſo incapable, that 
he was put into the hoſpital at Goſport. He remained there about: 
three weeks, frequently but not conſtantly i in pain; and during ws 
tune had three or! four. fits, like epilegtic ones. £24 meu zu L 4 
He was now ſeat to St. Bartholomew 8 hoſpital, onde che: 
care of Dr. Pitcairn, by whoſe order ho v was bled, purged, and took 
ſeveral 'medicines. The man having one day mentioned the circum-- 
ſtanee of the blow, tha doctor deſired that I might examine him. 
There Was not; the leaſt, degree of ſwelling: or inflammation;! no 
mark or veſtige of «ſcar, nor any elevation of the ſcalp, or fluctuation 
of fluid under it. While I was examining his head, he had a flight: 
attack of ſpaſm; but on my deſiſting, he became caſy and-xanquil.>; 
9163 _ * | The 
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The circumſtance of this attack, while I was preſſing upon the part 

did not at that inſtant ſtrike me, as worthy notice, but upon reflection 
it appeared much ſo- The next day I made the ſame experiment, with 
the ſame effect; that is, upon hard preſſure he became conwalſed, 
which convulfion ceaſed upon removing the fingers, but was followed 
by a rigor. On the following day I ventured to repeat the experiment; 
but the man was ſo immmediately and ſo terribly convulſed, that I de- 
termined never to try it again. 


I informedhis phyſician of all that had paſſed, nd we. agreed, that 
conſidering the inefficacy of all that had hitherto been done, and what 


had lately happened, the moſt probable method of attempting his relief 
would be, by denuding and perhaps petforating the-cranium, in the 
place where the preſſure produced ſo ſtrange an effece. 

The next day 1 removed a circular piece of the ſcalp, and found the 
pericranium not of a healthy or ſound colour, nor adherent. to the 
bone ; which bone yas carious, and had ſeyeral ſmall holes in it, through 
which a ſanies roſe and fell, according to the motion of the blood in 
the brain. 1 applied a large trephine, without any regard to the ſuture, 
and removed a piece of ſkull. During the time of the operation, the 
poor man ſuffered: greatly yy you but that over, he became _ 
and quiet. ft” &n 

The. dura mater was A from as Null, and had mo op | its 

ſurface. ;, which matter was extremely offenſive. The enſuing night he 

paſſed ill; and the next day had ſuch a rigor, that I verily thought it way 

the laſt trouble the man could have. The day after this I found him 

vaſtly better; the diſcharge from his head had been large, but he had 

not ſuffered any return either of "ug 82% 18 ns r 6-167 ume N 
plaint was extreme lowneſs. 

= The phyſician preſoribed for him; h medicines cones well with 

him, and every thing for ſeveral _ wore a favourable aſpect. On a 

h ; ſudden, 
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ſudden he was ſeiaed with all the ſytnptoms of A NES] 


on che third day from that ſeizure, died. No apparent cauſe of mi$- 
chief was found either within or on the outfide of the head, the dura 


ee well inraane de and ne lodgment Imker „ n ee fly 


other 3007 r SAY gen bet t U Bite Hoo res Nc 

94 * 8 „ 2 FY 1 ' . _. 

3 L2G 49 3! EIS * 1 41 O03 991 Ie 5 1100 3” M733 £50 Ion 7 
- * — * 

55 Lr: 55 8 E 0 . IV. e att v1 200d 

: meas 23911 avert bog. 


oy Pires, "ond e uf thy Cranium, Deu Dep Poo. © 


a 4 . aan 
11117 Uns HOO, 399 UL 1 In 18 1 e E Nennen 
8 


Ractures of the cranium were; by the ank writers, divided into» 
many different ſorts, each of Which was -diflinguiſhed: by an "ap- 
e of Greek etymology; borrowed tither' from the figure of the 
fracture} or the diſpoſition of the broken pieces. FTheſe are to be found: 


in raoſt of the old books, but as they merely load the memory, with 


dut informing the underſtanding, or e the \ practitioner, modern. 
[authors Rave generally laid them aſide Tn a E 151707 


N This kind of Injury is diviſible "into" two beer add, viz. "thoſe, 


in which the broken parts keep their proper level, or equality of ſur- 


N * with: the reſt of the ſkull, and thoſe in which they d6 not; ; 0h, 


in other words, fractures without depreſſion, and fractures with. © 
Theſe two diſtinctions are all which are really neceſſary to be blade, 
and will be found to comprehend every violent diviſion of the parts of: 
the ſkull, (not made by a. cutting-inſttument) from the fineſt capillary 
fiſſure, up to the moſt complicated fracture: for fiſſures and fractures, 
"differing from each other only in the width of the breach, or in the 


diſtance; of the ſeparated parts, and the diſpoſition of broken pieces, 


in large fractures, being ſubject to an almoſt infinite variety, diſtinc- 
tions, and appellations drawn and made from theſe eireumſtances, 
_— he multiplied to even three times the old number, without 


ahbe | 8 _ ppaſting. 
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imparting the ſmalleſt degree of uſeful knowledge to the man, who 
ſuould be at the pain to get them by heart. | 
What are the ſymptoms of a fractured cranium 12 rn . ond 
dea este any one who does not, from the authority of writers, 
both antient, and modern, anſwer, vomiting, giddineſs, loſs of ſenſe, 
ſpeech, and voluntary motion, bleeding at the ears, noſe, and mouth, 
&. This is the doctrine of Celſus, which has been moſt invariably 
copied by almoſt all ſucceeding buthiors, and implicity believed by al- 
moſt all readersf... bd 20 01 27 

The hymptoms juſt mentioned do indeed, very frequently ue 
a broken ſboll, but, they are not produced by the breach made in the 
bone ; nor do they indicate ſuch breach to have been made. They 
proceed from an affection of the brain, or from injury done to ſome 
of the patts within the cranium, independant of any ill which the 
bones compoſing it may have. ſuſtained.” They are occafioned by vio- 
lence offered to the contents of the head in general; are quite indepen- 
dant of the mere breach made in the bone; and, either do, or do not 
eo m pa fracture, as ſuch fracture ny AD be or not . 

complicated with ſach other Ale 44 427 
They are frequently produced by extrayaſations of blood, Gm 
upon, or between the membranes of the brain; or by ſhocks, or con- 
euſſions of its ſubſtance, in caſes where the ſkull is perfectly intire and 
unhurt. On the other hand, the bones of the ſkull are ſometimes 
Ant broken, wy even ene, nent: the. * ily none 
, M Mik 
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of theſe ſymptoms. T In ſhort, as the breach made in the bode i 
not, nor can be, the cauſe of ſuch complaints, they ought not to be 


attributed to it; and that for reaſons, which are by no means merely 


ſpeculative. For the practi tioner,; who ſuppoſes that ſuch ſymptoms 
do neceſſarily and certainly imply that the oranium is fractured, muſt 
regulate his conduct by ſuch ſuppoſition, and remove the ſcalp, very 
often without either neceſſity or benefit; that is, without difcovering 
what he looks for: and, on the other hand, if he does find the ſkull to 
be broken, believing all theſe complaints to be cauſed by, and de- 
ducible from, the fracture he will moſt probably pay his whole at- 
tention to that ſuppoſed cauſe, and may think, that when he has done 


| What the rules of his art preſcribe for ſuch caſe, he has done all that is 


in his power. An opinion not infrequently embraced ? and which has 
been. the deſtruction of many a patient : for, as on the one hand: the 
loſs, of ſenſe, ſpeech, and voluntary motion, as well as the hæmorrhage 


from the noſe, cars, &c. ate ſometimes totally removed by, or at leaſt 


diſappear during the uſe of free and frequent evacuation,” without any 
operation on the ſcalp or ſkull; ſo on the other, as theſe ſymptoms. 
and appearances are not produced by the ſolution of continuity of 'the 
bone,” they, cannot be remedied” by ſuch ms wen as "the. | 
oa (as. wee te tg „tan i 21s 16 (41 
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« rintz fi obmutuerit ; fi bilem vomuerit ; ;{ animalis inſtar malleo ii conciderit; hæc 
„. omnia maximam & ſubitaneam ſignificant cerebri commotionem, perturbationem, ac 


« concuffionem, que ne rara integro manente nee 1815 ex x pgrie-xupto c geen mortam pare. 
«cuffs adferunt. Pur Pan, 


F « Dans les playes de téte, les accidens que les auteuts/anciens ont g ppltes primitifs 


* parcequ'ils arrivent dans Finftant meme de Ia bleſſure, ne ſont nullement des accidens, 


* ni des fignes, de la fracture ſubſiſtant, Ia des acaldens, & des kgnes, de Ki commons 


« Yon do eerdeau. LI Dau. 
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I any one doubts the truth of this doctrine, I would defire him to 
conſidet the nature, as well as moſt generally ſucceſsful method, of 
treating theſe ſymptoms; and, at the ſame time, to reflect ſeriouſſy 
on the ernie of the trepan, as men in ſunple, ie frac- 
The gcknel, giddineſ, vomiting, and loſs of ſenſe and motion, 
can only be the conſequence of an affection of the brain, as the com- 
mon ſenſorium. They may be produced by its having been violently 
ſhaken, by a derangement; of its, medullary ſtructure, or by unnatural 
pteſſure made by a fluid extravaſated on its ſurface, or within its ven- 
tricles; but never can be cauſed by the mere diviſion of the bone, (con- 
idered abſtractedly) Which diviſion, in a ſimple fracture, can neither 
preſs. on nor derange the ſtructure of the parts within the eranĩum. 
If the ſolution of continuity in the bone be either produced by ſuch 
a degree af, violence, a8. hath.. cauſed a conſiderable diſturbance in 
the medullary parts of che brain, or has diſturbed any of the functi- 
ons of the netves going off from it. or bas occaſioned a breach of any 
vellel, or veſſels, whether ſanguine or Iymphatics and that hath been 
followed bys an extravaſation, or lodgement of fluid, the ſymptoms ne- 
| ceſſatily conſequent upon ſuch derangement, or ſuch preſſure, will fol- 
low; but they do not follow, becauſe the bone is broken; their cauſes 
att fupetadded to the fracture, and altho' produced by the ame exter- 
nal violence, are yet perfectly and abſolutely independant of i it; ſo uc 
ſo, that, as 1 have ** obſerved, they ece-fregunnthy: found Ve: 
no fracture i a % ; 
The operation. of the trepan is ee. performed 2 eue 4 
of imple fradtures, and that v very judiciouſly and properly; but it is not 5 
performed, becauſe the bone i is broken, or cracked: à mere fracture, | 
or fiſluce of the aſh, gan never, require perſoration, or that the dura 
mater under i it be laid barg; Wen for doing this ſprings: eee 
| cau 
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cauſes than the fracture, and thoſe really independumt on it. They 
ſpring from the nature of the miſchief which the parts within the era 
nium have ſuſtained, and not from the accidental diviſtun of the bone. 
From theſe ariſe the threatnirip ſymptoms; from theſe all the Hazard; 
and from theſe, the arm "gp * erung. of - compa. N 
ration of tho trepan. 80 
If a ſimple fracture of e Un dent wi — preſent with 
any of the before mentioned ſymptoms, and-there was no reaſon for ap- 
ptehending any other evil in future, that is, if the ſolution of continu- a 
ity in the bone was the whole diſcaſe,” it could not poſtibly indicate any 
other curative intention, but the general one, in all fractures, Viz... 
union of the divided parts. | But how can ſüch uhion be promoted. or 
| aſſiſted by perſoration di it moſt ' certainly cannot; ;" and yet perforation | 
is abſolutely neceſſary in ſeven cafes out of ten, of” ſimple undepreſſed 
fractures of the ſkull. Let us for 4 moment enquire why it is ſo. The. 
reaſonofo# trepunting in tftefe Gaſes art," RA; che immetiiate relief of 
preſent ſymptoms ariſing from preffurc of extravalktePffuid ; 1 or Kcond, * 
the diſcharge of matter formed between the Tull and dura mater, in 
conſequeiiee'of infllmmation ; or third, the prevention. of ſuch wikghicf- | 
as experience has ſhewn may, molt probably, be expected from ſuch. | 
kind of violerice offered to the laſt-mentioned membrane. Theſe are 
the only reafons that can be given for perforating, the ſkull, in the caſe., 
of am undepreſſed fracture; and v very good. and very jatitable reaſons 
they are, but not drawn from the fracture.” l | 
In the firſt caſe (that of an extravaſated fluid wig] ithin che 8 | 
tho relief front perforation is not only ſometimes, immediate, but fre- 
quently is not attainable by any other means. "Tt by is a ſufficient proof 5 
nat only of its utility; but of its neceſſit j. 
In the ſebond, of formation of matter (between the ſkull and dura 
mates). it is- the unicum 3 there ß 10 natural outlet, by 
8113 LS. which 
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which ſuch- matter can eſcape ; and the only chance of life is, from 


the operation. 5 | 

I — of mere fracture without pte non of bone, or 
the appearance of ſüch ſymptoms as indicate commotion, extravaſa- 
tien, or inflammation, it is uſed as a r and therefore is a 
matter of choice; more than immediate neceflity. 

Many practitioners, both antient and modern, . "therefore di- 
ufed and condemned it; and have, in cafes where there have been no . 
immediate bad ſymptoms, adviſed us to leave the fracture to nature, | 

and not to perform the operation as a preventative, but to wait until 
its neceſſity may be indicated by ſuch ſymptoms, as may both require 
and vindicate it. This is a point of the utmoſt conſequence i in prac- 
tiee; and ought to be very maturely conſidered, 


They who object to the early uſe of the ben ſpeak of it as 1 
ing frequently unneceſſary, and as rendering the patient liable to ſeve- - 
ral inconveniencies, which may ariſe from uncovering the dura mater, 
before there is any. good, or at leaſt any apparent reaſon for ſo doing. 
And in ſupport of this their opinion, they alledge many inſtances of 
fimple fracture, which have been long undiſcovered, without being 
attended with any bad fymptoms; and of . others, which, though - 
known and attended to from the firſt, have done very well, without 
ſuch operation. . ' 

They who adviſe the W e 6m 6 the inſtrument, do it upon 
a--preſumption, that, in conſiderable violence received by the head, . 
fuch miſchief is done to the dura mater, and the veſſels by which it is 

connected to the cranium, that inflammation of- the Laid membrane 
muſt follow; which inflammation generally produces a collection f 
matter, and a ſymptomatic fever, which moſt frequently Wen all 
ou. ah, and. ends. 3.6 deſtruction of the patient. 
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Wbt. a former aſſert is undoubtedly /ometimes true. There have 
been ſeveral inſtances of undepreſſed fractures of the ſkull, which ei- 
wer from having been undiſcovered at firſt, or neglected, or having 


been under the care of a practitioner who has diſliked the operation, | 
have done very well without it. This is:certainly true, but is not ſuf- 


ficient to found a general r rule of practice upon: in matters of this ſort, 
a few "inſtances are! b no means ſufficient to eſtabliſh a precedent: 

what bes been, or may accidentally prove beneficial to a few, may be 
|. pernicious to the multitude': that which is found to be moſt frequently | 

N uſeful, is what we ought 40 abide by, reſerving to ourſelves a OY 

of deviating from, ſuch general rule in particular caſes. Vers Tr 

| | -This 3 is one of thoſe pe lexing i one which all writers Ih > 


| a | plaining of, we ſhould endesbbor, as 15 as in | us . to cored. 
I | II order to obtain whit inforination we can on this ſubject, we 
| | | ſhould conſider, firſt, What the miſchiefs are, which may, moſt pro- 

| bably be expected to follow, or Which moſt frequently do follow. 


H 


| | | when perforatio on has been too long deferred, or totally neglected ; ſe⸗ 


dz; 128 * 


condiy, what prejudice or inconvenience. does really ariſe from, or is 


thought do be cauſed by the aperation itſelf, confidered abſtractedly; 
| angd- thirdly, what Proportion the number of thoſe who have done wall; 
= | without it, beats to that of thoſe, who may truly be ſaid to have been 
Joft*for wagt! of it 3 or « of thoſe, 2 60 N it was have Docket 
ſome-ch hangs of f elek. | OOO] fl N 
b With regard to the belt, 1 have dy obſerved i in the caſe. of 3 
| undepreffed fractures, whenever the trephine is. applied, it, muſt, be 
uind Kg either to relieve, of to prevent. ills ariſing from other mile, 3 
btn rhe 'mere reach f. in the bone; "which. breach, conlidered — 
fmply, and abſtraQedly, can neither cauſe ſuch ills, nor be relieved 
by ſuch 7 N 0 One, and that he. 4 1 op frequent of theſe miſ- | 
a, Ph ho We via to Aran ous 77 25 | As 
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ehiefs i is, the inflammation, PETR LY and een of the dura 
mater, and conſequently the collection of matter between it and the 
fkull ; a caſe, of all others attending wounds of the head, the moſt 
preſſing, the molt hazardous, and the leaſt within our power to re- 
lieve. On this ſubject, I have expreſſed my ſentiments ſo much. at 
large, u under the preceding article contufion,. that it is needleſs to repeat 
them here. I ſhall therefore take the liberty of referring the reader 
back to that, and only remind him of a circumſtance well worth bis 
attending to, viz. that there are no immediate, or early, marks or 
ſymptoms, whereby be can certainly know, whether ſuch kind of 
miſchief is done or not; and that when ſuch complaints come on, as 
indicate that ſuch miſchief has been received, although the operation 
is all that is- in our power to do, yet it is very frequently unſucceſs— 
fl.“ Indeed the ny probable. method 1 Fand this evil n 
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* The ſtate of the dura mater, HY ſiwple fractures ao fiſſures of the c eranium, . 
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been very icy able, and "ay juſtly deſcribed, by ſome of the beſt wricers 774 anti- 
ür f LETS „ IIA 3 
« $i ad F871 AUNTS Adee e non / tademus, ſed bd es 
| 10 nabimur utrum membrana ab oſſe receſſerit, an affixa permaneat., Si enim ipſa manet, . 
00 inflammatio nulla infeſtat vulnus, & pus coctum apparet. Sdsceſſerit. membrana, au- 
6. gentur dolores, | et febris-ſimiliter 1 05 alium ſumit A. 1 3 pus tenue, & crudum 


2 effertur; & ſi medicus neyligenter rem ttactat, nec perforatione utitur, hoc graviora 
* fſymptomata aboriuntur; nempe bilis vomitus, SOT mentis TRE & eu 


. 


 <-acuta,” Paurus ALGINETA. |, - cl My AGUA SEPL, AY 
„ Dico debet dari Ggnum fracturæ, a qua removeatur panniculua.grpfſe... In primo 
4 debes ſcire diſpoſitionem ſyphae 3 utrum eſt adherens, an non; videlicet, 1 adhæſerit N 
«of non: fret in vuluus apoſtems calidum; & licet accidit, modi cum erit ; ærugo mas 
c nebit de co modica; & putredo erit digeſta. Sed fi fuerit remotus, vehementiores. 
<<- erunt dolores, &. febres, mutabitur color e ** eee. & man. de co pu 
« tredo tenuis.!” RHAZES, | * 

« $i rima fit i in ſuperficie, cerebri See non abſcedente, PERIL abibearur, qui 2 
t O. nudatum demonſtrata eſt: cerebri vero membrana abſcedente & humore ibi colledto, 


«. poſt primos curationis dies ad terehram properandum eſt,” & c. Qninauvs.. 
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to be, the removal of b ſuch a part « of the ſkull, as by being broken ap 
pears plainly to have been the part where the violence Was inflicted; 
| 1 25 which, if the dura mater becomes inflamed, and. quitting its con- 
nexion ſuppurates, will, in all Probability, cover and confine a a collec- 
tion of matter, for MISRA nature has Provided no outlet. This I take 
| 0 be, not only the beſt, but the only good reaſon, for the early 1 uſe. o 
the trephine in Ample bu oe fractures of the ſkull : and 1 muſt 
| add, That i it Aj ppears to me to > Fully Tufficient to vindicate and autho- | 
riſe f it. That it Frequently fails o ſucceſs, 1 1s beyond all doubt ; the "I, 
extent and degree“ of the miſchief being too great for-it to relieve; Ke 
that it has preſerved many a life, which muſt have been loſt without i it, T 
| 5 well fatished of, as 1 am of a any truth, which repeated experignce 
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y haye th heme... beet 35 Wwor! "74 21 Bat i af 

In! matters of this ſort, poſit tive procl and conviction are not i in. qur 

8 Power; all that we can do i is, by making 4 compariſon of the conduct | 
F and event of a number of fimilar caſes, to come as near to truth as we 


can, and to get e on our ide. q 8 

4 ſecond Fonſigeration, which 1 Ei to * Wade we, what 

miſchief, or inconvenience may moſt reaſonably be ſuppoſed to follogy 
or to ꝙꝓreceed from the mere operation conſidered abſtractedi They 
ho ate averſe to the uſe of it, as preventative, alledge that it occa- 

| Hons: A ct 1018 of tinge"; that i it is frequently. quite, unneceſſary ; 3 and. 


that the Ad: | Won of air to che dura mater, as well as the. laying af, = 
Hare, 8 etuAmoy i e ed 10 . oy 
T he former of theſe is undoubtedly true; 'a perſon' whoſe fell ha 
; ws perfora ated, cannot poſſibly be Well (that i is, e cured) i in fo A 4 
Tpace, of tims, s one who. Ras ng undergope duch operation; ſuppo- 
Goo thick perſun to have ſuſtained no other injury than the mere fracture: 


1 and if che majority of the peaple; whoſe ſkulls are broken; were ſo 
"Pp * Jucky as to ſuſtain n no other i 95 ae 51 no other miſchief was in 5 
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theſe: caſes in general done to the parts contained within the ſkull, the 
objection to perforation would be real, and great, and the operation a 

matter of more ſerious conſideration. But this is ſeldom, too ſeldom 
the caſe by much the larger number of thoſe, who ſuffer a fracture of 
the-ſkulk, are injured with regard to other parts, and labour under miſ- 
chief of another kind, additional to the fracture; that is, the parts 
within the cranium are injured as well as the cranium itſelf. This 
being the caſe, tlie luſs or waſte of a little time ceaſes to be an object - 
of. ſo great importafice. The hazard, which it is ſuppoſed may be in- 
curred from laying bare the dura mater, is indeed a matter of ſore? 
weight, ſo much ſo, that it certainly dught not to be done, but for 
vely good feaſons; and yet, although I am clearly of this opinion, I 
think that I may venture to ſay, that let the ſuppoſed hazard be what 
it May, it cannot in the nature of things, be, by any means equal, to 
that which 'muſt be incurred by not doing it, when ſuch operation be- 
H comes neceffaty. K I ſhort, if we would Lem 2 right judgment of this 
Point, the queſtion! concerning it ought. to ſtand thus; Is the chance 
of ill which may proceed from merely denuding the dura mater, equal 
t6 that; of its. being ſo hurt by the blow, as to inflame, and ſuppu- | 
rate 4 Or 18 the miſchief which may be incurred by mere perforation 
of the Kull, equal to the good Which it may produce? Theſe queſti- ' 
ons, let thoſe who have ſeen moſt buſineſs of this kind, and who are 
therefore the beſt judges, conſider and determine. For my own Part, 
I have no doubt, that although by cſtibliſhing it as a general rule o 
| perforate in in all caſes, ſome few would. now and then be ſubjected to 
the operation, who m ht have done very well without it; 3 Vet, by 
the fame practice, x many a valuable life would be preſerved, Which muſt 
inevitably be loſt Mithout it” there being no degree of compariſon be- | 
Kr 1 to be be derived from it, when uſed een as a Fb 55 Es 
10 | © IN. | 8 tive, | | 
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tive; and what may be expected. if it be deferred: til an-inflammations 
of the dura mater and a ſymptomatic fever make ĩt neceſlary. 
he third .confideration, viz what proportion the number of thoſe 
who: have. eſcaped without. the operation, bears to that of thoſe: who: 
have. periſhed for want of it, is in great meaſure included in the two 
nge at e ce ye . alſo determine 
this. L rei, an: 1619: LAY gi: 
t "coun apiplena 0 un 1 e to alter it he the ws of. 
my oven conduct : and though I would not by any means pretend to 
obtrudo the former on any one. yet I think it in ſome: meaſure incum- 
bent upon ma in this place: to give it. api 
The number of caſes of this kind, which are neceſſarily brought: 
into a, large hoſpital, ſo ſituated as Bartholomew's is, in the middle of 
2 populous city, where all. kinds. of hazardous labour are carried on, 
has enabled me to make many obſervations on them ; and although, 
I have now and then ſeen. een of them do well without the uſe of. 
the trephine, yet, the much greater number, whom I haye ſeen periſh 
with collections of matter within the cranium, who. have not. been per- 
forated,, and for whom there i is no other relief i in art or nature, has, 1 
muſt, acknowledge, rendered me ſo very, cautious and diffdent, that al- 
though I will not ſay, that I would always and invariably perform the TIC 
operation, in every caſe. of fimple; traQure ;. yet the caſe mult be par- 
ticulacly circumſtanced, the proſpect much fairer than i it moſt frequen tly.. 
is, and, my prognoſtic | delivered 1 in the moſt guarded, apprehenſiye man- 
ner, when L. omit it. 1 ſhould b ſorry to be fo miſunderſtood, as to 
have it ſuppoſed. that. I mean to fay, that T think the denudation of le 
| duga mater a matter of abſolute indifference, or chat no ill can proceed. 
from it; this, I know is a point concerning 1 the beſt practitio- 5 
ners. have differed, and e which... we Kill ſtand in need 


it . A vs L224 26 $$. 


1 d FIC 
Bi: ö * 


7 ͤ 


Fon ENTZA NAL VIOLENCE. wp 


of information; but I think I may venture to ſiy, what is fully 
to my preſent. purpoſe, viz. that inlarging the opening of a fracture, | 
by means of a trephine, will not produce or occaſion much riſque 
ot hazard, additional to what muſt be occaſioned by the fracture itſelf: 
that has already let in the air upon the membrane, and therefore that 
donfideration is, at leaſt in ſome: degree, at an end, and the principal 
point to be determined ſtill remains the ſame, viz. whether upon a 
ſuppoſition, that the dura mater may poſſibly not have been fo injured 
as to inflame and ſuppurate in future, the operation ought not to be 
Practiſed, as a preventative, - but, on the contrary, ought rather to be 
deferred until worſe, ſymptoms indicate the neceſſity of it ? or whether 
Sought i in general to be performed early, in order, if poſſible, to pre- 


vent and gn * «9411.4 r as well” as very werde miſ· 
RE e e arias eee is 580 th 71 


I know. wat it may be ſaid, that ARON if of any bonliderable 

ſixe, or whoſe! edges are fairly diſtant and uneennectedi will of itfelf 
make ſome way for diſcharge from within; and ſo it certainly may, aid 
does, in the caſe of an effuſion of fluid blood 5 but even in this it very 
Yeldom proves ſufficient for the purpoſe. But does not the diſtant ſe- 
paration of the edges imply greater ſeparation of the attaching veſſels of 
the dura mater? and does not experience too often prove this to be the 
caſe ? In truth, the great advantage which is ſometimes derived from 
conſiderable fractures, is moſt frequent in thoſe caſes where portions of 
bone are ſo looſe as to be removable, which removal of bone ſtands in 
plage of . perforation, and makes much more for ng of the 
operation in other caſes than againſt it, if properly confidered? -* 
> I may poſſibly be told, that Hildanus, Wiſrtnan, and Sib of 
Lia and deſerved reputation, have been of the former opinion. I know 

ey have; "and when. 1 differ from theſe, or: any other good authority. 
L hope that I ſhall as do it with caution and diffidence; but I 
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hope alſo, that I ſhall never heſitate to differ from any, "ad every an au- 
thority, when I think that I have truth on my fide; and the good of 
mankind in my view. The above-mentioned writers „together "with. 
almoſtall their contemporaries, had, in ſimple fractures of the'kull, but ; 
one contemplation, the extravaſation of blood; - this they regarded as 
the cauſe, both of the early ſymptoms, and of the late ones ; conſider- 
ing it, as acting either by preſſure or putrefaction; and therefore, 
when there was no immediate ſign of ſuch extravaſation, from the ef- 
fects of preſſure; they ſaw no neceſſity for early, or immediate perfo- 
ration. But had they not forgotten the univerſal adheſion of. the dura 
mater to the cranium; had they not, without any, oc indeed contrary 
to all authority from anatomy, formed to themſelves an erroneous idea 
of the diſpoſition. of. thoſe parts, with regard to each otherł ; had they 
conceived rightly of the confequences of an inflammation and detach- 
ment of that membrane, I am muck. inclined to believe, that they 
would have altered their opinion, and not in: general have left pene - 
trating fractures of the ſkull to nature; althaugh they had, infos - 
ns me authoritzjok Celſus far mmer n 
et Zadie d i er ire | Before - 
194 ns nen 3) 3 ite Rae . t % 3. 1 be 
6 *; Some of the writers of thia time, ſpeak c ol e Hen between the 4 


mater and ſkull, as being calculated for the reception, of e extravaſated fluid, in caſe of acci- 
dent: which opinion reminds me of that of a much later writer, "who ſays, “ that the os 


„ unguis was made fo din. for ia more ealy perforation in the operation of the fiſtula Jas . 
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+ In ain vero filo Us cdore bil protinds antjhuidits medicf; ad Kirainenti - 
& nlebant quibus id excidetent. Sed multo melius eſt W d * cal. - 
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_ © Whoever has an inclination to amuſe himſelf with the differe t opinions of different » 
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Before Inter upon the account of the preſent and moſt proper me- 
thod of treating ſimple undepreſſed fractures of the ſkull, it may, per- 
Haps, be not amiſs to make a ſhort enquiry into the opinions which our 


remote anceſtors have delivered down to us on this ſubject, to take 


a curſory view of their intention and conduct, and to examine, whether 


the difference between their practice, and ours be well grounded or not ; | 


it being neither antiquity nor novelty, but utility Won W can de- 
mand our regard. | 


That extravaſation of blood, and formation of matter, Bedi the 
' ſkull and membranes of the brain, were the two principal” cauſes 


of bad ſymptoms, and of death, in fractures of the cranium, and that 
the only rational method of obtaining relief in either caſe was, by 
making ſuch an opening in the bone as would give diſcharge to the 


faid fluids, was full as well known to our anceſtors as to us. Their 
intention and ours therefore were eſſentially alike, - and the material dif- 


ference between our conduct and theirs conſiſts i in the manner 1n, and | 
the inſtruments by, which we endeavour to execute ſuch intention. 
If the breach in the bone was ſmall, and no ſymptoms of immediate 


extravaſation attended, their principal apprehenſion was that the ſanies, 


or matter, which BY ſuppoſed myſt neceſſarily be excreted from the - 


' | 
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But that the deen ill eke of neglecting this operation were not unattended to by 


9 the following quotation, taken from a number of fimilar ones, may evince. 
Et ſcias, ſicut volunt veteres, quod non eſt excuſatio ab inci 


*:]endi, quomodo, j jam reſtaurato oſſe, poſſet expelli,” &c. 


Primum notabile eſt iſtud, quod in fractura cranii debes prohibere apoſtema, ne; acc: | 
dat in cerebro aut in panhiculis, &c. Tertium, notabile fit iſtud; quod fi intentio mer 
. *-dici ſolum eſſet, in occupatione ſolütionis continuitatis, vel fracturæ, ſtante apoſte- 
<<- mate, multa mala accidentia poſſent conſequi, ut corruptio panniculj, febris, apople- 


ia, rigor, &c.“ r. 


one, & remotione 
« a cum in eo penetrans fractura ſit; & hæc propter duo; primo quod os capitis, ſi- 
deut dictum eſt, debilem facit porum. Secundo, quia ſi, oſſe jam reſtaurato, acciderit- : 
* interius (quantocunque modice) generatio ſaniei, vel alicujus humoris ſuperflui expel- - | 
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edges of the fracture, would KY, Ame atze and be elle on the 
Larface of the dura mater. 
8 To prevent this evil, they ten to he: the chen by 
| abraſion of its edges, by means of ſcalpra, or rugines. Theſe ſcalpra 
were pany. in aumher, and various in their fize. and figure, according 
to the opinieon or whim of the practitioner. Figures of theſe are to he 
ſeen in many writers; in Andreas a Cruce, in Scultetus, in Fabritius 
ab Aquapendente, in Berengarius, &c. &c. &c. * But whoever exa- 
mines them, and attends to their .propoſed uſe, will find them liable 
to. great objection 3, he will find that the uſe of them muſt be irkſome 
49 the patient, tedigus to the operator, and unequal to the end propo- 
Sed. That by ſuch kind of inſtrument the opening of a ſmall fracture 
may be enlarged, is beyond all doubt; but if the breach be at all 
Jarge, or of any. length, ſuch method of inlarging it muſt at beſt be 
A, very operoſe one ; it muſt Jarr, and ſhake the patient's head immo- 
derately ; ; if exccuted. ' uoſkilfully, « or inatteptively, it muſt be attended 
With hazard of wounding t the duta mater; and when finiſhed, could 
not properly anſwer the purpoſe for which it was deſigned. 14 
"Of theſe defects, ſome of the practitioners were in ſome meaſure 
ſenſible; and therefore, if the fracture was of ſuch lize, or ſo gircum- 
flanced, "that theſe ſcalpra abraſoria would moſt probably prove inſuf- 
cient, that i is, if the accident was produced by ſuch force, or atten- 
ded with. ſuch degree of contulion,.. as to render it probable, that the 
parts within, were, injured, they did not then depend upon this method 
| oy ar ora but hedianconcis to —_— wel they removed a 
HE 2x69 ne mak; o5'+.5 244 « A] 2 8 Portion 


2 


nenn ＋ 


36 Ex fradutis vero > que, * 2 cerebri 8 pervenerunt, f.. ſimplex / Bug 
. 6 fit, anguſt s ſcalpris utendum ; kn cum | conguſione aliqua, quod contuſum eſt excidi 
| 40 debebit; 2 — terebelliß prius in circuitum foratum, a ac mox fealpris admoti., 
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portion of the cranium.* In the execution of this purpoſe alſo, they 
found themſelves ſubject to many inconveniences, arifing partly from 
the awkward and unmanageable form and make of their inſtruments, 
and partly from the inartificial manner in which they applied them. 
Terebræ, and terebelle, of various ſorts, figures and fizes, the cy- 
cliſcos, or ſcalper exciſorius, and a variety of modioli were invented, 
and uſed for this purpoſe, figures of which may be ſeen in Vidus Vi- 
dius's comment on Hippocrates de vuln. capit. in Peter Paaw ) on the 
fame; in Andreas a Cruce's officina ;. in Albucafis and others. 
If the piece of bone intended to be removed was larger than could 
be comprehended within the modiolus then in uſe, and which was a 
very defectiye inſtrument in many reſpects, the operation was per- 
formed by means of terebræ; which operation was ſtill more coarſe, 
more fatiguing, and more hazardous than that by the mere ſcalpra. 
The piece intended to be taken away was ſurrounded, with perfora-- 
1955 made at N diſtances . ator each other, . and then either the 
e 


4e In lis quæ uſque ad cerebĩ membranam diviſa ſunt, ſi ſola rima fit, iiſdem radulis « 
V utendum; ft colliſio aliqua una fit, terebris exſcindere colliſum . dyn A adhi- 
ipitis. “ OntAsrus. | 

1 * Miniftri juxta aſſideant, quorum unus caput læſi contineat, alter, opportuna i mi- 
©. nifteria faciat. Aurium foramina lana coacta obturanda ſunt, ne ſonitu in exciſione p 
A terreatur. His factis, infigendus calvariz eſt mucro acutus terebrz ; qua læſum o 
% colorem mutavit, juxta integrum; deinde lente habena terebram convertere debemus, 
4 donec inoiſo off muero ãnſiſtat; ac tum citatius circumagere oportet habena terebram « 
convertente, donec mucro in ſpatium inter duplex os deſcendat; ubi autem forarnen 
altius adactum fit ultra craffitudinem ſpatii-inter duplicem teſtam offis quod perforatur, 
ͤtum terebra multo circumſpectius convertenda eft, ne repente deſcendens cerebri mem» 
d branam violet. Cum jam terebra adacta fuerit, ut vel conjectura deprehendatur totam 
*© oflis eraſſitudinem eſſe perforatam, vel perparum ſolidæ ſedis infra relictum, tunc 1s 
qui operatur, altitudinem deguſtet demiſſa tenuis acus obtuſa parte; ac ſi quid conti- 

MP he tad A fit, 8 altius terebræ mucro eſt, eaque lente cir-- 
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ſealper exciſorius or the ſcalprum lenticulatum was introduced, and; 
by means of reprated ſtrokes with a heavy mallet, was driven througli 1 


all the interſpaces between each perforation. By theſe means the por 
tion of bone ſo ſurrounded was removed, and the dura mater was laid 


bare. The tediouſdeſs which muſt attend the making ſo many perfo- 
rations, the diſturbance given to the patient's head, as well by the te- 
-rebra,; as hy the mallet and chizel, the hazards of wounding the mem 
branes of the brain, and the coarſeneſs and unhandineſs of the whole 
ben are too Wan ed needia comment . ; 

bY ned} aol cave five me 30:03 bobs cn | Of 
= Am moin bas Au ni got fabotts n 65 2 | | 
| | . «© matt ſölldum 6e geftollndum. Ke quoque Factenda foal in aliis forkininibug,” 
* Aonec tima in ambitu perforata' fit!” Septa vero media inter foramina ſatis habent ſpa- 
| 


= til, fere quantum ſpecilli: anguſti averſa pars eſt. Factis foraminibus, tum ad exci- 
"7 ſionem, qua dicitur, veniendum eſt, ut exciſis tum foraminibus tum mediis, læſa oſſa 
« _removeantur,” 11  Oninagivs, - .. . 
Modus autem perſorationis eſt, ut ut figas g's a 6 ſuper o. os in 
* circuitu, & revolvas ipſum intra manus tuas, donec ſcias quod os terebratum eſt; de- 
s inde fiat permutatio ad alium locum: & fic permutatio fiat uſque ad ultimum neceſ- 
ha: _fitatis. Deinde cum alio inſtrumento, quod dicitur ſpatumen, ab uno foramine uſqus 
« ad aliud. os incidatur,” Ke. Buudus Chir. Mag. 

% Pone trypanum ſupra os circa ſciſſuram, ubi vis foramen 8 & 33 ipſum 
intra manus tuas donec penetret; deinde muta ipſum ad alium locum, & fie fac tot fo- 
« _ramina, quot ſufficiant ;. deinde pone ſpatumen in uno foraminum, & levando manum, 
21 ſuperius incidatur terminus, qui eſt inter ee & foramen, & fac ſic donec ſepa- 


10 ratur os totum.“)“ Baux. Chir. Paro. ELIT IS EY 
4 42.4 T Quod verd per ee opus adminiſtratur, ne id quidem omnino vitio caret, 
4 quum quatiat immodice caput, quod potius quietem poſtulat. Gal. 
At quæ per terebellam ratio quidem fungitur, parum tuta eſt, propterea quod dum 
45 audacius eam tractant, duram meningem non raro violant GALEN. 
4 Sæpe ſcalpros pulſantes adeo ut totum cerebrum permoveatur,” 1 GALEN. 


« Acuta terebra quamplurimas anguſtas perforationes, . cranii fra@turas ambientes, ra- 
- « « dioli craflitudine equidiftantes formare ſolent; quod vero inter foramina reſidet, aut 
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Of this moſt of them were ſenſible; they felt the inconveniencies, 
and dreaded the danger ſo much, as to run into great abſurdities, 
merely to avoid them. They found that they not only wounded the 
dura mater, but ſometimes the brain itſelf ; and therefore had recourſe 
to ſuch precautions, as they thought molt likely to prevent theſe evils. . 
By ſome we are adviſed, not to make the perforation quite through the 

bone, but to endeavour to leave a thin lamina of it intire. By others, 
to leave the piece, which the modiolus or terebra had ſurrounded, ad- 
hering to the dura mater, to be caſt off by its ſuppuration, leſt the 
haſty detachment of it ſhould be miſchievous.* 

The cautions laid down by Hippocrates, and others, concerning the 
part of the bone whereon to fix the inſtrument, and the great atten- 
tion which they admoniſh me operator to pay to its execution, all pro- 

| Ceed. 


nne adacto mallols, id ber poteſt ; horridus tamen quidem modus |, ac in 
opere tardus.“ 
„ Scalpra hzc omnia citra malleoli operam nullius momenti ſunt z moventur neceſ- 
«© ſario malleole adacto, præſertim in rimis, quæ ad diploidem uſque pertingunt; exca- 
«© vant totum os, fort: adbibita percuſſione, non tuto ſed incommode.” AnprEas + Crvcs. . : 
Malleus ad u lenticulatum debet eſſe de ee ut in parva quantitate 
c magis ponderet.“ Gurpo. ä 
„ Cavere oportet, ut in terebellæ admotione, ne falleris, verum qua parte craſſiſſimum + 
<< os eſſe viſum fuerit, in eam ſemper terebellam admotam adigito.”  Hippocrar. 
<© Spe accidit, ut terebræ repente adactæ, ob naturalem perforatorum offium debili- 
© tatem, vel tenuitatem, membranam fauciarint.” 1 ORr1BAsIUs,' © 
#* <*©Quod fi ſtatim initio vulneris inflicti, curationi adhibearis; os ad membranam uſque 8 
* ſimul & ſemel exſcindere non oportet, &c. Præterquam quod aliud ſubeſt periculum, - 
<<: {i ſtatim ad membranam uſque auferas, ne inter operandum membranam lædas. Sed 
Oo inter ſecandum id obſervate, ut poſtquam eo res perduQa, ut parum abſit quin uni- 
verſum os pertuſum ſit, jamque os vacillare incipit, ab- ulteriore ſectione abſtitieas; of- - 
* ſique, ut ſponte porro ſecedat, permittas, Namque oſſi, quod ſectum eſt, & line ex 
ſectione relictum, nihil detrimenti accidere poteſt,” | 
Cum itaque terebræ occurrit uſus, fi ſtatim curationĩ adhibearis, caveſis ne ad mem - 


** -branam uſque n verum portio offis-tenuis relinquenda,” ? Hiroc Ax. 5 20 


93  INTJURTES or Tus HEAD, 
ceed from the fame fear. For the ſame reaſon,” or from the ſame well- 


grounded apprehenſion, it will be found that many of the beſt practi- 


tioners endeavoured to furniſh their perforating inſtruments with ſuch 
n or defenoes as ſhould prevent them from going too deep.“ 

In Albucaſis, in Andreas a Cruce, and many others, are figures and 
deſcriptions of modioli, duabus, tribus, vel quatuor alis muniti, of 


thoſe as well as of terebellæ, called abaptiſtæ, meſpilatæ, totculatæ, 


&e. the number and variety of theſe is very large, although they are 
* formed 1 & the lame W 4 and * cen for the ſame 
10 * pur- 


„ Terebellis autem iplis, ut mergi non renn lun cuſpidem, nonnulli ſuperci- 
© lium extans eſſiciunt. “ GALEN. A. i! 

© At quia dum terebrum hoc circumagitur, Phe wk imminet ne membranæ lædan- 
* tur, ideo nonnulli quo minus abberrarent, & hoc periculi genus evitarent, terebras 
* N quæ mergi non Ns & ob id a Græcis abaptiſta dicuntur.“ 


& © 


1 154 Parton 4. «ANDREAS a CRUCE. 


* 81 autem os forte durum eſt, tunc one ut perfores i in circuitu ejus, antequam ad- 


s miniſtres inciſoria cum terebris, quæ nominantur terebræ non profundantes; & non 
nominantur ita, niſi, quoniam ipſæ non pertranſeant terminum offis, ad illud quod oft 
0 poſt ipſum, propterea quod terebro eſt extremitas rotunda ſuper illud, quod eſt ſub ca- 
pite ejus acuto, ſimilis margini, & circulus paryulus prohibet ſubmergi & pertranſire 
0 ſpiffitudinem oſſis. Et convenit tibi, ut accipias ex iſtis terebris numerum multum, 


by e quedque conveniat quantitati ſpiſſitudinis as; donec pune fit tibi A 


«6 omni cranio terebrum, Kc. Al ucasis. 

14 Modiolus fuit, veteribus a eſtque etiamnum hodie Wade tum & qui du- 
« plicem habet orbem, alterum ſupra alterum extantem. Hie abaptiſtos Grzcis ;' facit 
„ -namgue orbis five limbus extans ne profundius mergi queat. Hunc itaque deſcribit 
“ Galenus 6. meth. cap. 6, Quidem autem quo minus aberrarent, tales terebellas ex- 
© cogitarunt que mergi nequeant, quas inde abaptiſta vocant. Circumcurrit enim pa- 
4 rum, ſupra terebellæ ſupereilium cireulus alius parvus. Sane expedit complures id 
genus ad manum habere, ob quamcunque cranii craſſitudinem; nam craffiori longior 
«4 conyenit terebra, tenuioxi brevior,” &c. PET. PaAw in HippockarT. 

cgi autem validum fuerit os, prĩus illud terebellis abaptiſtis vocatis perforatur. Ejuſ- 
Min modi yero ſunt que paulo ſupra acumen cuſpidis eminentias habent, impedientes n ne 
1 ad exrebri uſque membranam demergi poſſint.“ PAUL AGINET,. 
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purpoſe, viz. to perforate the fcull without wounding the membrane 
underneath. But whoever. will conſider the very different thickneſs 


of different ſkulls, and of different parts of the ſame ſkull, and at the 
ſame time reflect on the extreme awkwardneſs of all theſe inſtruments,. 
will immediately ſee, how very little dependance is to be laid on ſuch 
defences, and how miſchievous the uſe of them muſt very frequently. 
have proved. In ſhort, an attentive conſideration of what our remote 
anceſtors have delivered down to us on this fubje& may ſatisfy us, that” 
their obſervations on the appearances: and ſymptoms of the ills attend- 
ing this kind of miſchicf, that is, fractures of the cranium, were in ge- 
neral extremely juſt and true, (perhaps, more fo than thoſe of many mo- 
derns) that their curative intention, or method of aiming at the relief 
or cure of ſuch ills, was rational and juſt ; but, that the inſtrumental 
part. of their art was ſo deficient, ſo awkward, and ſo unhandy, that 
they were thereby, not only in general prevented from accompliſhing. 
the good they intended, but were not infrequently driven into almoſt 
unavoidable miſchief. | 


Ss. 


i —_—_— 
— . 
— — 


Reduction of the number of inſtruments to be uſed in an operation, 
and an extreme ſimplicity and plainneſs in thoſe which may be requi- 
red, are a part of the merit: of modern ſurgery. 

Ihe majority of the inſtruments, with which our anceſtors perfora- 
ted the cranium, were contrived to make way for the admiſſion of 
other inſtfuments ; ſuch as the ſcalper exciſorius, the cycliſcos, the 
ſealprum lenticulatum, &c. with which they removed a portion of bone. 
Even the modioli, which were uſed by them, were ſo ſmall in the di- 
ameter of the ſaw, as to take away a very ſmall piece at each appli» - 
cation; which circumſtance neceſſarily lefſened the benefit which might 
be expected from the uſe of 1 it, and rendered its repetition more fre- 


| O 2 AW que ntly 


4 
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quently neceſſary than it needed to have: Se if it had been made 
$494 orgy: * 

- Inſtead therefore of that 3 variety, and air Wa of inſtru- 
ments, which I have already mentioned .to have been uſed by them, 
we now require only a trephine of ſuch a ſize as to remgve a ſufficient 
quantity of bone at once, and an eleyator ; or perhapꝶ how and then, 

2417 © as Theſe are all we ever can want; id theſe may be 
> Je : manageable by the hand of any Iman of 
atizaſc to himſelf, with very lit 


an opening it ind be e wepleaſe ; either for the rk Ff the dura 
.mater, for there "Matter, or for the e 
65 NECES £ bone, and that w h 
ing the x pahight Ly, or incurring. 57 riſque of wount ng 
or its mieMbranes*. ; 
1.7 already faid, that what are dalled i principal a ke d 1 
Lig 2 a fractured ſkull are by no means to be depended o es 1 
2 ſuch miſchief to exiſt; it can therefore be hardly negeſſary 1 
ve, that what are called the uncertain ſigns require our regagd Rill 
pied. 


7 Theſe have been mentioned by er PLUGS: who have 


F "A, a 
It has been cuſtomary to make the handle of the trephine of iron, and to form „% 
extremity of ſuch handle in ſuch manner, as to make i it ſerve the purpoſe.of an elevator }j 
thus combining, as it were, two. inſtruments in one. This, I think, is a great fault, 1 1 g 
Juch iron handle adds conſiderably to the weight of the inſtrument, and that in a wrong 2 
| part of it; and thereby renders it leſs manageable. The handle of this inſtrument 
ſhould be made of light wood, not too long, and of an octangular figure. Whoever will 
t try the ſame inſtruments, thus differently made, will, I think, be immediately ſenſible 
of the preference due to the lighter handle. It is almoſt impoſſible for the handle of an in- 
ö ftrument, whoſe point or extremity is to be worked with, to be too light. It is no uncom- 
8 mon thing to ſee couching needles, and inſtruments of like kind, laden with heavy bone 
handles, the inconvenience of which is too obvious to mention, | 
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each other; ſuch are, the holding a filk or horſe- hair tight between 
the grinding teeth and the hand, and the making it vibrate by ſtriking 
on it; the biting an hard body, and attending to the pain produced by 
ſuch action, with ſeveral other of like ſort; which, not to mention 
that they imply the patient to be ſenſible eee: are ſo b 
equivocal as to deſerve no notice x. 5 
All conſiderations alſo, which are drawn * ths manner in which 
the violence was given or received, from the weight or kind of - wea- 
pon or body inflicting it, from the force of the blow, the height 
of the fall, &c. are all equally fallacious; for every body knows, 
that very terrible ſymptoms and conſequences are ſometimes produced 
by accidents ſeemingly ſlight; and, on the contrary, that people eſcape 
unhurt, from what might reaſonably have been expected to have pro- 
ved prejudicial to them. In nt. n but the ors and r are 
to be at all depended upon nd 22 
If the integuments are not wowrided, orif the woot dais thei 
be ſo ſmall. as not to admit a proper examination of the bone, and 
the circumſtances of the caſe are ſuch as render ſuch inquiry neceſſary, 
a portion of the ſcalp ſhould be removed. The manner of doing this 
has formerly been the occaſion of much difference of opinion; but 
there can be no doubt about the greater propriety of removing: a piece 
of the ſcalp: for this purpoſe, by an inciſion in a circular form, it being 
that form which muſt afford the cleareſt view. If there be no wound, 
the point ſtricken ſhould be made the center of the inciſion; if there 
be a wound, ſuch wound ſhould be wade em mt. wands the piece to be 
. * removed; 


o " » o 
tw Þ 4 
5 { * i, F : « 


f # « Item percutiatur caput cum levi TO TERS de Alen aut Je Nag, pode au- 
< rem tuam apud caput ; & fi ſanum elt, tune audies ſonum lum; & katus aut 
w ſciſſum, audies ſonum wutum. - On TLaurrabc. Wan 
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removed and ſuch piece, ſhould are be of ſize ſufficient to render 
the application of the trephine eaſy.* | 
If the ſcalp be wounded, and the woind be tings W to render 

the fracture viſible. the courſe of that muſt be the operator's direction 
in making his inciſton; and; if the ſkin be much torn and bruiſed, or 
ſpoiled, it will generally be found adviſeable to take away all that is 
ſpoiled at once; as the removal of it will add very little to the pa- 
tient 's pain, or the length of the cure, and the leaving n in this 
Nats, may be attended with great future in convenience. 

Seualping (as it is called) ſhould always be executed with a Aide 
mad that knife ſhould be ſo held as to cut through the fkin and peri- 
vranium, in; perpendicular manner, down to the bone at once, that 
the ſize of enge berge, may pars 5 to n the Sa el in 
the ſcalp. wit 2 100 fit 3:5: 

It ĩs lad cecefiiry; to inſert: a caution e e hard with 
_ ahe ſcalping knife, in the caſe of large fractures, attended either with 
great ſeparation of the broken edges, or with looſe pieces, the danger 
is ſo obwioe. Andi it is alſd as obvious, that there can be but one me- 
mod ef avbiding ſuch Hazarll, via, by removing the ſcalp from, or 
raiher making the inelfbn in a patr beyond, the fracture, and where 
the bone it fm and ſtable. By theſe means, not only the riſque of 
Kurting the embraftes and brain will be avoided,. but the whole miſ- 
chief will be more fairly and "early" brought into view z. a thing, 
Which ſooner ör later muſt be dont and is always · beſt done at firſt. 
n en Theſe thould. be watitonly or unneceſſarily cut away: 
8 but 


It may perhaps 8 that 8 the whole of this treatiſe, whenever I. 
have occaſon to ſpeak of. the operation of, perforating the ſkull, I. mention the trephine - 
only, andlteke no. notice c of the trepan, the inſtrument uſed by moſt of our immediate 
fathers, and ſtill in uſe through almoſt all France; ; my reaſon. is, that the latter is an 
unmanageable one, and liable to moſt of the hazard and jnconvenience attending the te- 


rebræ and. terebellæ. 
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but it ſhould always be remembered, that this operation is, and ſhould 
be performed, with intention to bring, if poſſible, the whole fracture 
into ſight; and that whatever falls ſhort of fulfilling ſuch. intention 
(if practicahle) is wrong, not only, as it does nat immediately anſwer 
the purpoſe for which it is intended, but it generally puts the patient 
under a Apr of - une the ſame pain 898. n a ſecond 
time. 6 1 161 5 
When the cranium is laid bare, it guy not bai improper to remark, 
that writers in general have cautioned us to beware of miſtaking either 
a ſuture, or the impreſſion of a veſſel. on the ſurface of the bone, for 
a fracture: I ſay, that they have in general cautioned us not to miſtake 
one of theſe for the other, but have not informed us of the mark hy 
which; we may be enabled. to, make the neceſlary diſtinction, although 
ſuch mark is almoſt. conſtant and invariable. From the track of a 
fracture, or fiſſure, the pericranium is always found looſe ang de- 
tached; whereas to the arterial ſulcus, and to the uninjured ſuture, it 
is always adherent; beſides which,. the edges of 2, fracture will. always 
be found rough to the probe or finger, and the ſulcus always ſmoath ; 
not to add, that the diſpoſitiqn of the ſutures, i is pretty certain, and their 
appearance in general not extremely like to that. of a fracture. 
When the ſcalp is much bruiſcd, or wounded, ſuch wound or bruiſo 
points out che place from whence the piece ſhould be removed, in or- 
der to examine the bone ; and, even although no fracture ſhould he 
found, i is AN, authority and vindication of ſuch. operation, eſpecially at 


the general ſymptoms. were at all urgent ; 5, ſuch. ſymptoms implying 
miſchief ſomewherg, and ſuch external mark rendering i it clear, where 


the external violence cauſing ſuch miſchief was inflicted. But all the 
ancient, and many of the modern writers, ſpeak of a particular kind of 
fracture, in which the ſcalp covering it is perfectly fair and uninjured ; 
Jo thi there call a Snnteanfilſuns. der dog the Cop eee it 1 i Petey 

2 + clear, 
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clear, that the majority of thoſe who have ſpoken of this kind of frac- 
ores have ſuppoſed” that the breach made in the bone was moſt fre- 
quently in the part of the eranium diametrically oppoſite to that which 
received the blow ; this the term contra-fifſure implies,” and this they 
| moſt certainly do in general mean ſhould be underſtdod by it, as ap- 
pears by their: directing us to examine and to remove the oppoſite part 
of the ſcalp, if no miſchief be found under the part ſtricken, and the 


patient hbours: under what | are called = r of a fractured 
2 Ni NU 10 ne l 1 450 en ien 1 829157" 7 27 7 


1H the ſymptoms of a fractured cranium were certain, and to be de- 
* pended upon, this accidental circumſtance, of a breach in the bone 
Having been now and then found in a diſtant, or even in the oppoſite 
Park, * * be an W G look yet ſuch 1 py there, n it 


the oppoſite part of the head, it eight be right to look for it "thete. 
But, as what generally paſs for, and are called the ſymptoms of a 
fractured ſkult, are by nb means to be depended upon; as indicatin 
ſuch complaint to exiſt any where, as they are producible by concuſ- 
ſion, by extravaſation, by contuſion, &c. and are frequently found 
- 'where the ſkull is intire and unhurt, they cannot be deemed a ſuffici- 
ent authority for removing the ſcalp where no apparent mark of vio- 
Tence is left. The ſmalleſt: degree of wound or broiſe will, 


in caſes 
where the ptome are urgent,” "Vindicate the removal of ofa from 


cannot ſoe "ny, vindicable realop for IN at all. 5 . 
N | AMV £61 03 £3 D113 
. + *» 2 - . ' | | % EY ; 7 The 4 
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| \ © Morgagni, a his bock de Cauſib K gedibüs, Chas Very OY ELM 40 5 if. by . 
*<*conitra-fiſlure was meant a breach in that part of the ᷑ranium which A Vianetricany 
4 * to the part wounded or bruiſed. (as ſome have affirmed) there could be none 
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The chicurgical intention in perforating the {kull, ig the caſg of fim- 
ple undepreſſed fractures, is, as I have already obſerved, either to give 
immediate difcharge to fluid, ſuppoſed to be extravaſated between: the 
cranium and membranes of the brain; or to obyiate, and prevent ſuch 
ills, as may moſt probably be expected to ariſe from che egntufion 
cauſing the fracture; or to let out matter — 
quence of the inflammation following ſuch contain 

In each of theſe it is moſt probable, that the micchiel. be it which 
it may, either is or will be ſeated principally under the track of the 
fracture; and therefore, whenever the trephine is applied for either or 
any of theſe purpoſes, it ought always to be ſet on in ſuch, manner as 
that the fracture ſhould, if poffible, traverſe the circle deſcribed by 
the ſaw, or at leaſt, ſo that the inſtrument might-always —_— 
the fracture within it. 5 e ig 

I am aware that the direction given oy ne? of the old writers on 


this ſubject is very different from what I have mentioned; but the in- 


ſtruments with which they operated, were ſo different from ours, ani 
the advantages ariſing from the comprehenſion of the fracture withia 
the trephine are ſo great, and fo manifeſt, that I muſt take the liberty 
of inculcating a conſtant attention to * as to a e- reh em 
which great advantages are deriva ble. | 
The ſaw or crown of the trephine Would andy too finally _ 
cially if the patient be full grown; a circumſtance which I thought it 
do ds ie e ag eee pol en 
4 of that difficulty which they all allow of finding, or that Frequent diſappointment in 
& not finding it at all, ſince an inquiry into ſuch oppoſite part, muſt always have led to 


5 the diſcovery. So that inſtead of the term oppoſite, that of another, part of the cra= 


« nium ought to have been uſed.” And then the whole of this, which has puzzled ſo 
many, will amount to.no more than what every practitioner muſt know, which is, that 
we frequently find, in caſes of great violence, that the fkull has been broken, in a'place 
very diſtant from that which received the blow, and which we are not wo to the * 
ledge of by any apparent external mark, . 50119 


— 
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right to mention, 6 the inſtrument- makers are very apt to make 
them ſo.* | 

The number of Perforation which it may be en to make, 
can only be determined by the nature of each individual caſe. 

I the operation be performed on account of ſuch ſymptoms as 
ſeem to indicate a bloody extravaſation, and ſo free a diſcharge is pro- 
duced by one opening as alleviates or removes the ſymptoms, that one 
may be all that may be neceſſary; but if the firſt perforation only diſco- 

vers the. diſeaſe, and is not followed. by ſuch diſcharge as relieves, or 
removes nen the operation ought, to be ame: again 
and again. 
If there be no- ſymptoms of extravaſation, and. the infact: his. 
* applied in a preventative ſenſe merely, the length of the fracture 
muſt determine the number; one or two only may be made at firſt, 
and it may be right to wait for farther direction from future circum- 
ſtances. The circumſtances which may render a repetition of the ope · 
ration neceſſary are, acceſſion, or increaſe of fever; large diſcharge of 
matter, or lodgment. of the fame fluid; inflammatory tenſion of that 
part of the dura mater which has already been denuded, &c. Direc+ 
tions to be given by a writer can, on this ſubject, be only and truly ge- 
neral ; all the reſt muſt be left to the judgment of the ſurgeon, which 
judgment muſt be formed from the peculiar «nature of each individual 


* 


U When 


© ® The beſt praQitioners have, at times; found themſelves neceſſitated to apply the in- 
ſtrument repeatedly in the ſame caſe, in order to remove a conſiderable quantity of bone; 
and among the writers on this ſubject, are frequent relations of ſuch facts. The prac» 
tice is undoubtedly juſt and right; but I cannot help thinking, from what I have ſeen of 
the perforating inſtruments of many of our predeceſſors, that a part of their trouble, and 
of the fatigue of their patients in ſuch caſes, might have been much leſſened, had the 
circle of their ſaw been larger. The n of a large circle is great; the i mconrent- 


ence imaginary. 
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When the operation has not been performed as a preventative, but 
to give diſcharge to that matter which a ſymptomatic fever indicates to 
have been formed, the quantity of ſuch fluid, the extent of the ſeceſ- 
ſion of the dura mater, and the ſtate of that membrane, muſt deter- 
mine the conduct of the operator. The only chance of relief is, 
from laying bare a large portion of it, that the diſcharge may be as free, 
and the confinement''as little as poſſible ; nothing but this can do 
good, the ſpace of time in which it may prove beneficial is very ſhort, 
that once elapſed is abſolutely irrecoverable, and the neceſſary opera- 
tion for obtaining ſuch end may full 'as well be totally neglected, as 
done by halves, or too late. 

The extent of the injured and ſeparated dura mater, and conſe- _ 


on of the vacuity for the formation and lodgment of matter, 'is a 
thing of ſo much conſequence, that it is to be wiſhed we were able to 


diſcover it with more preciſion and clearneſs than we ſeem to be able to 
do. It is the greateſt circumſtance of hazard to the patient, and of 
direction to the ſurgeon. It is that which, if undiſcovered or ne- 
glected, muſt deſtroy the former, and that, which when -diſcoverable, 
and attended to by the latter, is not only his information, but his vin- 
i dication. | 
The concealment of the dura mater within the cranium is one great 
cauſe of this great obſcurity. This neceſſarily prevents us from 
knowing the true ſtate of the ſaid membrane, as much and as certainly 
as it is to be wiſhed we could; but till I cannot help thinking, that 
there are ſome circumſtances and appearances, as well before perfora- 
tion as after, which, if carefully and duly attended to, may throw 
ſome light on this obſcure part of ſurgery. For'example, if, upon di- 
viding the ſcalp, the pericranium is found to be altered, and perfectly 
ſeparated from the ſkull to which it ought naturally to adhere; or if, 
ſome few days after ſcalping, (as it is called) the edges of ſuch wound 
* 2 8 
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ſpontaneouſly quit their adheſion to the bone all round, to ſome di- 
ſtance, and inſtead of being firm, florid, and healthy, become looſe, 
tawney, and flabby; or if the ſkull, upon being denuded, is plainly 
of a colour different from that of a healthy ſound bone, with a 
healthy ſound membrane under it; or if ſuch bone, after having been 
either accidentally or deſignedly laid bare, undergoes ſuch morbid 
change of aſpect, and the patient is at the ſame time reſtleſs and fe- 
veriſh, with tenſtve pain in the head, and irregularly returning fits of 
heat and chillineſs ; I think, that we may moſt reaſonably preſume, 
that the dura mater in ſuch patient is inflamed ;. and that the ſeat of 
ſuch inflammation is under ſuch bare and altered part of the ſkull. 
This preſumption, as I have juſt obſerved, may take place before 
perforation; but, if added to theſe circumſtances, which appear be- 
fore the operation, we find upon perforating that the membrane is in- 
flamed, detached, altered from its natural texture and brightneſs, or 
ſmeared over with matter, the caſe is then clear, as to its nature; and 
it is as clear, that nothing but the removal of a conſiderable portion of 
the ſkull can either give room for the inflammatory tenſion of the 
membrane, or make way for the diſcharge of matter generated on its 
ſurface, the two circumſtances on which the well-being of the pati- 
ent depends, the two intentions which muſt be fulfilled, and which 
nothing but free perforation can enable us to fulfil. Whatever degree 
of hazard may be ſuppoſed to be incurred, by having expoſed the dura 
mater to the air, cannot be increaſed by the mere comparative ſize of 
the opening; and if we may be allowed, to expoſe our patients to any. 
riſque at all, it can only be upon a en that a greater . 
of, good may be deducible from it. 

It ſometimes happens, that one of the bones of the ſkull is cracked, 
124 the dura mater underneath ſuch crack is ſo injured as to become 


inflamed, and in proceſs of time to ſyppurate ;. but: there being » 
early. 
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early or immediate ſymptom of ſech miſchief, and the ſcalp being 
neither wounded nor bruiſed in ſuch manner or degree as to authoriſe 
the removal of the ſcalp, the true nature of the caſe is not known, 
nor the impending miſchief attended to, until the ſymptoms of in- 
flammation begin to appear. In this ſi tuation, after an uncertain 
number of days, (ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs) the patient finds 
himſelf out of order, is reſtleſs, does not get natural or quiet ſleep, 
is fluſhed and chilly by turns, feels pains of the dull tepſive kind all 
over his head, but particularly in the part where the blow was in- 
flicted. Soon after he has got into this ſtate, the part ſo pained be- 
comes in ſome degree tumid, the febrile ſymptoms advancing notwith- 
ſtanding every internal aſſiſtance. If in theſe circumſtances the tumid 
part of the ſcalp be divided, and thę cranium be found bare, (the pe- 
rictanium having ſpontaneouſly quitted its adheſion) whether it be 
broken or not, miſchief is certainly forming * underneath, it, and the 
one remedy 1s petfotration. 

It alſo ſometimes happens that a fine capillary fiſſure tuns, or is 
continued, under an undivided part of the ſcalp, from the extremity. 
of a fracture to a diſtance greater or leſs; or, in other words, the 
fracture in its track, from being open and apparent, becomes capil- 
lary, and is either not ſeen. or not attended to. If the dura mater, 
under ſuch fiſſure, does not become inflamed, it may poſſibly never 
give any trouble; but if it does become inflamed and ſuppurate, the 
ſcalp covering ſuch fiſſure will, at the end of ſome days, ſwell, and 

become tender to the touch; the pericranium will, by ſeparating from 
the bone, form a ſinus along the track of the fiſſure, a diſcharge of 
| 125 >. 2 gleet: 


* 4 Oſſium rima occulta interdum non ante ſeptimum diem, interdum non ante deci- 
© mum quartum, interdum ſerius fe oſtendit, tum caro ab ofle recedit ; tumque os livi- 
* dum apparet; dolores item ichorum difluentium excitantur ; atque hzc difficulter re- 
% mediis cedunt.“ H1PPOCRATES« 
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leet will be made fromvit upon preſſure _ che en of it will 
1 the breach in the bone. | 
_ Notwithſtanding the fracture from which this fiſſure is deminacs bs 
nage and open, and the ttephine may alſo have been more than once 
uſed to ſuch fracture, yet, when the appearances are ſuch as I have 
related, if the patient be not entirely free from all general ſymptoms 
of inflammatory miſchief, it may be depended upon, that the mem- 
brane under the fiſſure is diſeaſed, and if a convenient opening be not 
made upon the part aggrieved, bad conſequences will follow, notwith- 
ſtanding all that may have been done to the more viſible and open 


part of the fracture. A very ſtrong and convincing proof of the na- 
ture of a local inflammation of the dura mater, as well as of the moſt 
proper method of treating ſuch diſorder. 
In caſes of great violence offered to the head, whether the ſkull be 
Þroken or not, it ſometimes happens, more particularly in young ſub- 
jects, that we find a ſuture conſiderably disjoined ; in which circum- 
ſtance T do not remember ever to have ſeen one ſingle inſtance of a 
-xecovery,® Ne eee | 
I cannot take leave of this ſubject net reminding the youn 8 
practitioner, that although it be impoſſible for any one, in the caſe of 
highly inflamed or ſuppurating dura mater, to get well without per- 
foration of the ſkull, yet that operation muſt be conſidered only as 
one abſolutely neceſſary part of the proceſs toward obtaining a cure; 
and that phlebotomy, gentle evacuations per anum, proper febrifuge 
remedies, and a ſtrict low diet and regimen, will be full as neceſſary 
after ſuch operation as before it. The removal of a piece of bone 
takes off ſome preſſure from the tenſe and inflamed membrane, 
[& 94 | frees 
„ Repentina ſuturarum disjunctio, ſi cauſam attendas, ſine aliqua cerebri concuſ- 


<< ſione eſſe non poteſt: fi effectum, non ſine violenta craſſæ meningis, illuc magis adhæ- 


#© rentis diſtractione, ac annectentium fibrillarum ac vaſculorum laceratione.“ &c. 
MoRGAGNI de Cauſis & Sed. 
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frees it in ſome degree from its confinement, and gives diſcharge to 
matter and gleet; but it does no more; and every means which can 
ſerve to appeaſe. the febrile heat, to leſſen the velocity of the circu+ 
lating fluids, to render the ſkin perſpirable, and the patient cool and-: 
eaſy, are full as neceſſary after as before ſuch operation. 


E FINS | 


Simple Fracture. 


Principal overſeer of one of the great roads near to this town 
was thrown down with great violence, while he was giving 
direCtions to the labourers. He fell with his forehead againſt a ſharp - 
ſtone, and lay ſenſeleſs for a few minutes, but ſoon recovered himſelf 
and walked. home. The ſtone had made a conſiderable wound, the 


Tips of which were fo torn and bruiſed, that the ſurgeon who firſt ſaw 


him cut them away, and by that. means detected a fracture, or rather 
a fiſſure, of about an inch and half or two inches in length, on the 
upper or middle part of the os frontale. The man had neither ſick- 
neſs, giddineſs, vomiting, fever, nor any other bad ſymptom for ſeve- 
ral days; on which account nothing was done to the fracture, which 


was dreſſed with dry lint only. He was twice let blood, and kept to 


a tow cool regimen. At the end of ſeven days, he found himſelf. ſo 
well, that he was deſirous of going out; but that not being permitted, 
he ſtayed at home, and took great care of himſelf. On the eleventh 
day he found himſelf out of order, ſaid that his head ached, that his 
ſtamach was not right, and ate no dinner. The following night he : 
got * 


. 
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got but little reſt, On the thirteenth day, having paſſed very unqui- 
etly the preceding night, he did not riſe; and when: his ſurgeon came 
to dreſs him, finding him feveriſh, he let him blood, and gave him a 
lenient cathartic. In the ſpace of two days more all his ſymptoms 
were exaſperated z his head- ach was great and conſtant, his feyer high, 
he got no ſleep at all, the edges of the wounded ſcalp became foul, 
looſe, and ſpongy, and his forchead and viſage were attacked with an 
inflammatory ſwelling of the eryfipelatous kind. On the fixteenth 
day he had a ſevere rigor, and was ſomewhat delirious, and his eyes 
became ſo tumified that he could not open them. In this ſtate I found 
him. Being informed of what I have here related, and having ex- 
amined the bare cranium, I could not heſitate to ſay, that I. appre- 
hended his complaint proceeded from the formation and confinement 
of matter within the ſkull; and that the little chance the man had 
muſt be from immediate perforation in the track of the fiſſure. 

The operation Was performed, and the dura mater found covered 
"with matter. He was dreſſed lightly, and oſt twelve ounces of 
Blood. | 

The next Nog: I was. informed that he was s very rational but his fe- 
ver unremitting, . and that he got no ſleep. On the nineteenth day I 
faw him again, along with the late Mr. Bethune ; the diſcharge from 
within the ſkull, was large, and; the bare bone and wounded ſcal p look- 
ed very 1 ill ; all his other ſymptoms much the ſame. 

On the twenty-firſt I was ſent for again, He was now delirious in a 
high degree, paralytic in one arm and . and frequently convulſed i in 
che other, the diſcharge was large and remarkably offenſive, his tongue 
black, the ſkin of his body burning hot and dry, that of his extremi- 
ties cold and moiſt; and I ſuppoſe I need not tell the reader what 


TIS 


| happened that night. "A 796 | ak 
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Young man playing at cudgels in Moorfields received a ſtroke 
on his forehead ; it did not ſeem cither to himſelf or the ſpecta- 
tors to have been a ſevere one, but as it produced blood it was deemed 
by the laws of the game a broken mu and he was bien to yield to 
his, antagoniſt. 

As it gave him no trouble, he took no notice of it; was s for ſeveral 
nights afterwards engaged in the ſame diverſion, and followed his daily 
labour. On the ninth day from that on which he received the blow, 


he thought that his forehead was ſomewhat ſwollen, and felt tender to 


the touch, on the eleventh it was more tumefied and more painful, and 
on the twelfth he found himſelf ſo much out of order, that be *pplind 
to be received into St, Bartholomew's hoſpital. | 
An incifion was made into the tumor; a thin brown ichar was dif 
charged, and a bare bone being diſcovered, a circular piece of the ſcalp 
was remoyed, which diſcovered a fracture. The trephine was applied 
twice along the track of the fracture, by which means it was almoſt 
totally removed. The dura mater was found diſcoloured, and begin- 
ning to have matter on its ſurface, The patient was let blood, and 
ordered to take the ſal abſinth. mixture with a few grains of rhubarb 
in it every fix hours. The ſucceeding night was paſſed ill; the patient 
cpmplained much of pain, and got little or no ſleep. On the four- 
teenth his fever was high, his ſkin hot, and his pulſe full and hard; 
fourteen ounces more of blood were taken from one of the jugulars ; 
and as he ſtill continued coſtive, a lenitive purge was given a few hours 
afterwards, On the ſeventeenth every thing bore a bad aſpect, both 
0 a 80 
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as to his wound and his general ſtate: he got -no reſt, his fever was 
high, and the waund very ill-conditioned. His head was again care- 
fully examined, in order if poſſible to diſcover ſome other injured part. 
No ſuch i injury was found; and it being impoſſible that he ſhould re- 
main in his preſent ſtate, evacuation ſeemed to be his only chance, 
and therefore fourteen ounces more of blood were drawn from one of 


the temporal arteries, by which he fainted, how after ons he ſeemed : 
to be ſomewhat eaſigr; 


For three days from this time ks ſeemed to be conſiderably better; ; 
but on the twenty-firſt he was again in as much AR as donde andthe 
ſore again begun to put on a bad aſpect. 

The benefit which he had once already received from pſilebotowy 
had been manifeſt ; and as his pulſe was well able to bear it again, the 
temporal arteries were again opened, and he was bled till his pulſe failed 
ſo mueh and ſo ſuddenly that T was not a little alarmed; By proper 
care he was brought to himſelf, and Thad no other trouble during 
his eute than what Been from his extreme wan "Which dur 
batke ſoon removed. A n of 
55 Although this man may very jolly be ald to have been ſaved 9 5 
frequent repetition of phlebotomy, yet as matter Was beginning to be 
formed on the ſurface of the dura mater, and as ſuch matter could have 
no outlet whereby to eſcape," it is very Clear, that unleſs the cranium 
bad Ren PEN he muſt have ee | 
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q HE driver of apoſt-chaiſe was thrownfrom his horſe near to Ware 
in Hertfordſhire, and ſtruck his head againſt what they call a ſtep- 
ping-ſtone in a waſh-way. He was ſtunned by the blow, and carried into 
a public houſe ; but in half an hour's time found himſelf fo well as to be 
able to carry the chaiſe to the place he was going to, which was juſt 
by. The next day, finding himſelf perfectly well, he went to work 


again, and continued to do ſo for fix days. On the ſeventh, he found 


himſelf ſick, vomited twice, and had a kind of fainting fit followed by 
a great pain in his head, and ſome degree of fever. From the hard- 
ſhip and the irregular manner of theſe peoples living, his complaints 
. were ſuppoſed to be owing to cold, and to intemperance, and he was 
treated accordingly : but on the ninth day, a tumor appearing on that 


part of his head which had received the blow, a ſurgeon examined it, 


and upon opening the tumefied part found a fiſſure running-diagonally 
_ acroſs the whole parietal bone. The next day he was brought to St. 
Bartholomew's hoſpital. His ſkin was hot, his pulſe hard and quick, 
and he complained that his head felt as if it was ſqueezed between two 


trenchers. The whole fiſſure being, brought into view, the trephine 
was applied three times along the track of it; from each perforation, - 


a quantity of matter was diſcharged, and under each the dura mater 
was much altered. All poſſible care was taken of him, but to no pur- 
Poſe : every day produced an exaſperation of his ſymptoms. On the 


fourteenth he became paralytic on one fide; and on the. fixteenth ſunk - 


into a ſtate of perfect inſenſibility, and toward evening died. The whole 
internal ſurface: of the left parietal and temporal bones was detached 
fr om the dura mater, and covered a large quantity of matter. 
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 Bricklayer's labourer was knocked: down by the fall of a tes 
heavy pantile, which made a large wound in the ſcalp, and broke 
the ſkull.. The fracture began in the left parietal bone, and e 
the coronal ſuture ran about an inch in the os frontale. 

He qvas ſgon brought to the hoſpital, where the ſcalp: was . 
* removed, ſo as to make way for the trephine 3 which inſtrument 
. was applied. on each ſide of the ſuture, in ſuch manner as to n 
hend the fracture in each application of it. : 

The dura mater was found to be uninjured ; there was hw ex- 
travafation, nor any other mark of miſchief. The patient was freely 
and repeatedly. let blood, kept to a proper. regimen, and preſcribed for 
by the phyſician. In two months he was diſcharged perfectly well, and 
had not during his cure one fingle bad fymptom. 

It may very reaſonably be remarked, that this was one of thoſe caſes. 
which would have done well without the operation, which I am much. 


inclined to believe: but does nat this caſe, as well. as many others of 
like fort, prove alſo, that the laying bare the uninjured dura mater. 
is not a matter of ſuch hazard, as. ſome have ſuppoſed it to be? 


1 4 1 


* 


Girl about nine years ole fell From: the top of a pretty: high hay- 
rick at Iſlington, and pitched. with her head on the ground, 
which a ge She was carried home bleeding freely from 

| F | a. wound 


5 


r 


him of ſenſe. He lived. near r Smithficld, and v was 
| tal ſenſeleſs, 


and the bruiſe on his n was what is commonly called bjack: 
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a wound on one fide of the upper part of the head, and a ſurgeon 
in the neighbourhood examining her found that her ſkull was broken ;. 


upon which ſhe was brought to the hoſpital. The fracture was detect- 


ed; it began in one parietal bone, and paſſing the ſuture ended in the 


other, making a eourſe of about three inches in all. RA way open, and 
blood diſcharged through it. 


The trephine was applied to it on each bone; the dura mater was. 


not hurt. She had neither ſickneſs, ſtupor, pain, nor fever, and got 


well without any trouble; not even any — from che bare 
eranium. 18 up 


The ſame remarks as were applicable to the foregoing caſe are; per- 
haps, equally ſo to this, - 3 


N me 
_ Farrier's ſervant received a blow from the foot of a horſe wkicfi 


he was ſhoeing. The blow knoeked him down, arid bereaved 
3 td the hoſpi- 


I ſaw him in leſs chan half an Won and found him to all appearance 
well, his ſenſes perfectly recovered, and no remains of the injury vi- 
ſible, ſave a ſmall bruiſe on his forehead. A diſcutient cerate was ap- 


plied to the bruiſe, he was let blood, a purge was ordered fot the next 
day, and he was adviſed to keep very quiet. 


On the third day he was perfectly well, had no general ole. 


and blue. 


989 
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He, continued, well until the,gvening of, the ſeventh day, f in which 
he. complained of being faint, chilly, and uneaſy in his head, particy- - 
Jarly bis forehgad- Phe follaying night he was reſtleſs, and in the 

morning was ſic and giddy; and had no appetite. His pulſe was very 
little riſen; however twelye ounces of blood were taken from his arm, 
and he was ordered to take the fal abſinth. mixture ſextis horis, and 
keep in bed. The ninth and tenth days were paſſed in much the ſame 


manner, but on the eleyentlyhis fever roſe high, and the part of his 
forehead which had received. the blow, became ſwollen and tender. On 


the thirteenth the tumified part palpably contained a fluid, and was 


therefore opened. A fracture of about two inches in length was diſco- 
vered, running from juſt above the frontal ſinus upward. The trephine 
was applied. in the moſt depending part, and matter found between 
the membrane and bone. The day after this operation, finding his 
pulſe to be full and hard, I bled him ſo freely that he ſwooned, 
and was ſome minutes before he recovered. That night he paſſed 


much cafier ;, and although the diſcharge of matter was conſidera- 


ble for ſome time, yet, hy proper care and due Ser geren. k both 


phyſigal apd chicurgical, he get well. = 


I will not aſſert it to be a general fact, but as far as my awn! experi- 
ence and, obſervatipn go, I think that I haye ſeen more patients get well, 


whoſe i injuries have been in or under the frontal bone, than any other 
bones of the craninm. If this ſhould be _ to he generally true, may 
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Lad about ſeventeen, the ſon of a plaſterer, was at work with 

Wis father at the manſion-houſe, Ant fell from a ſcaffold a con- 
ſiderable heighth. He lay ſenſeleſs for ſome minutes, but in a little 
time was fo'muck recovered as to walk. On the left fide of his head 
was a ſmall bruiſe, which gave him little or no pain. He had no ſymp- 


toms which indicated that he had ſuſtained any miſchief; and after ha- 
ving ſtaid at home a diy or two at the pet ſwalſon of his mother, he re- 


tuthed to his buſineſs. On the ninth day from that of his fall, he was 


ſeized with à violent ſhooting 750 in his Head, was lick, and had a 
Kind of convulſive fit. | 

As it was not ſuppoſed that: his fall has any ſhare in me attack, no 
notice was taken of it; 4 few ounces: of blood were drawn from his 
arm, and the apothecary who had the care of him gave” him ſome of 


thoſe medicines that are called nervous. 


- His head- ach; fever, and watching, continued without remiſſion for 
ſeveral days, and at the end of three wenn he PO bee on one 
ſide, and c6nvulſed on the other. 

A ſmall ſwellin g having appeared on his head three or 4 35 be- 


fore his death, his father deſired me to come and "AO at it, after that 


event had happened. Lis big 06423 

The pericranium was ſeparated from the let penodi * quite 
acroſs; by means of a fracture which traverſed the length ofi the whole 
done. A quantity of matter was Todged between the inner ſurface of 
the ſaid bone and the outer one of the dura mater, and a ſmaller col-- 


lection of matter was alfo found between that membrane anck the pia 
Mater. 


CASE 
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Yauog man about twenty-two was brought into St. Bartholo- 
mew 8 ee | confiderably hurt by a fall from a bigh ſcaf- 


fold. . 


The radius of his richt arm was broken he its middle ; ; the tibia 
— fibula of his left leg / were both broken, and one or two of his 
1ibs.. as | 

By proper care, in about five weeks, he was ſo well 28 to be permit- 
a ted to get out of bed. The firſt day of his cifing he complained of be; 
ing ſick and giddy, Which Was imputed to weakneſs and confinement, 
and therefore diſregarded. For three or four days after this period he 
complained of conſtant pain in his head, got no ſleep, and was con- 
ſtantly feveriſn. As he had never made any complaint of his head, nor 
had apparently ſuſtained any injury on that part, Mr. Nourſe (whoſe 
patient he was) could not ſuſpect any, and therefore. contented himſelf 
with the common antiphlogiſtic tegimen. At the end of the fixth 
week, he. complained that his head was painful, to the touch and the 
day after he had made this complaint, he had a ſevere rigor, which laſt= 
ed half an haur. On the twenty-vinth day a ſwelling; palpably. con- 
taining a fluid, appeared on the ſide of his head. Mr. Nourſe opened 
it, and found a fracture of the parietal hone three inches long at leaſt, 
through which matter iſſued freely, The trephine was applied, a large 
quantity of matter wasdiſcharged, and the dura mater was found floughy; 
under which ſloughy part was another collection of matter between the 
membranes, and under this latter abſceſs the brain was conſiderably 
| diſcoloured, Ie died on the. fiftieth day from that of his fall. 
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BOY, belonging to a horſe- dealer in Smithfield was thrown 

from a horſe, with great violence, againſt one of the ſheep- 
pens. He had a large wound and a fracture, which began about the 
middle of the frontal bone; and paſſing the coronal ſuture, ended ih 
the right parietal. 

A trephine was ſet on the fracture in the frontal bone, and a ſmall 
quantity of grumous blood diſcharged from between the cranium and 
dura mater. All that day and night he continued ſenſeleſs ; but the 
next day, by means of a ſecond plentiful bleeding, he recovered: his 
ſenſes. To render, every thing (as I hoped) ſecure, a ſmall trephine 
was applied on the other fide of the ſuture, which omen to mw 
hend all the breach made in the parietal bone. 

For nine days from this time every thing looked well, a the boy 
was free from complaint; but on the twelfth from the accident, he 
complained of being much out of order; and the next day the ſore 
looked ill, and a thin gleet was diſcharged from the dura mater 
through the lint, which now ſtuck: faſt to it, inſtead of OY off 
eaſily as uſual, and covered: with good matter. 219 + 

For three days from this time, both the boy and ſore hainbä- ih 
much the ſame ſtate. On the ſeventeenth, in dreffing him, T ob 
ſerved a ſpongy kind of papilla on one part of the ſore} which was 
very tender to the touch, and from which was diſchargéd, upon preſ- 
ſure, a thin ſanious kind of fluid: by means of 4 probe paſſed _ 
this papilla, I diſcovered a ſinus with bare bone its'whole length: the 

diviſion of this detected a capillary fiſſure, of at leaſt two inches in 

length. A . was ſet on it, and the dura mater was found diſ- 
he R coloured, 
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coloured, and with matter on its ſurface. By means of free evacu- 


ation at firſt, and as free uſe of the bark afterwards, this patient got 
well, 3 * 


c. IL 8 E xXVI. 


A 0 female inhabitants of St. Giles's got * b and 
| _ quarrelled ; one of them threw a ſtool at the other, and 
knocked her down. The edge of the ſtool cut through the ſcalp, and 
broke the left parietal bone. The fracture ran from the middle of the 
bone as far as the ſagittal ſuture. The girl was dreſſed that night by 
ſomebody in her neighbourhood, and was brought the next morning 
to the hoſpital. As ſhe had no bad ſymptom of any kind, the opera- 
«tion was deferred, and ſhe went on very well for a week; at the end 
of which time ſhe began to complain in ſuch manner, and her ſore . 


| bore; ſuch: an aſpect, that I thought there muſt be miſchief under the 
cranium. A trephine was ſet on the fracture; the dura mater was 


found ſloughy and purulent. She was bled again freely, and took 
proper medicines. | On the fifteenth day ſhe had a ſhivering, and after 
it a very briſk feyer. On the ſeventeenth ſhe was worſe in every re- 


ſpect. On the eighteenth a tumor appeared on the other ſide of the 
bead. This was opened, and a fiſſure diſcovered in the right os pari- 


tale. A trephine was ſet on this fiſſure, and a diſcharge given to a 
large quantity « of matter. Every thing that could be done for her was 


| dons; 3, but on the- twenty- third day ſhe died. 


The dura mater was ſeparated from both the. e bones, and 
matter hands in a ge quantity under each. 


* 


* 7 * 


' ; * 7 
0 0 - - . | - 6 4 « * 
- * 
o 
" ui 0 , 

0 1 4 1 * -. 4. VW # ” , * 
- " . " 

# 1 . 

» * — 2 


. 
— 


82 


—— 


© 
* 
F: 
i 
U 
3. 


| Frow ExTERANAL VIOLENCE. 123 


It was for many years a generally received opinion, that one uſe of 


the ſutures of the cranium was, to prevent the 2 Nr of a fracture 
from one of the bones to another. 


This purpoſe they may undoubtedly have often accidentally ſerved ;* 


but that they are generally incapable of fo doing, manifold experience 


evinces. Fractures are often ſeen to paſs regularly through a ſuture, - 


from one bone to the adjoining, without any diſcontinuation or * l 


diment. This is a fact which ought, by writers and lecturers, to be 
conſtantly inculcated, as an inattention to it may be of very bad con-" 


ſequence to individuals: for the practitioner who ſuppoſes that a ſu- 
ture will certainly, or not unfrequently, ſet bounds to a fracture, will, 
when he has traced ſuch kind of breach in one bone as far as the ſu- 
ture into which it may happen to run, not think it at all ect to 
go farther and examine the adjoining bone. | | 
A ſuſpicion of the ſtricter adheſion of the dura mater to the ſkull 
at the places of theſe ſutures than every where elſe, the ſituation of 
what are called finuſes immediately. under the ſutures, and a fear that 
either high and dangerous inflammation muſt follow the violent detach- 
ment of à part of them, or that an unreſtrainable and fatal hæmor- 
rhage muſt enſue from a breach of thoſe veſſels which paſs from the. 
ſinuſes through the ſutures, have deterred moſt of our anceſtors from” 
meddling with them, and induced them to deliver down to us fre- 
quent prohibitions againſt the application of perforating inſtruments 
upon them. Neither of theſe apprehenſions are founded in fact, or in 
ſtrict truth. © The ſeparation of the ſkull from the longitudinal ſinus is 
not attended neceſſarily with any kind or degree of inflammation pecu- 


Har to itſelf,” or more than any other part of the dura mater; nor is the 


lacetation, or breach of the communicating veſſels between this ſinus 
and the ſuture which covers it, neceſſarily followed by any ſuch de- 
f | R 2 | greg 
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gree of hamorrhage as to prove hazardous or . as 1 have 
more than once experienced. 

A perforating inſtrument moſt certainly ought not wantonly or un- 
neceſſatily to be ſet on this part; and this for a reaſon not drawn from 
any peculiar hazard attending ſuch operation. The larger ſize, and 
greater number of veſſels here than in other parts of the bone, will 
certainly cauſe ſuch a degree of bleeding, or haemorrhage, as though 
eaſily reſtrainable when the piece of bone is removed, may yet, in the 
act of perforation, conſiderably embarraſs and perplex a young opera- 


tor: it will therefore behove him, in general, to avoid comprehend- 


ing the ſuture within his ſaw ;; but ill it is right that he ſhould know, 
that when particular clicuoifhitices render it abſolutely neceſſary, ſuch 
thing may be done very conſiſtently, with his patient's ſafety. Not 
only a part of the ſagittal ſuture, covering the longitudinal finus, may. 
he, removed with a trephine, if neceſſary, and no hazard be incurred 
from the breach of the attaching veſſels; but a wound of the ſinus it- 
ſelf is by no means u attended with an unreſtrainable or fatal 
hemorrhage. | oc 

The very writers thenifelves, . are fo ths of a wound 
of. this-part, forget the relations they eyery now and then give us s of: | 
fragments of broken bone ſafely extracted from it. 

A miſtake concerning the nature of the ſinuſes was (I nk the 
foundation of theſe apprehenſions. The idea which moſt of our an- 
ceſtors had of the motion of the dura mater induced them to believe 


- that, as the ſinuſes were compoſed of this membrane, a wound made 


in them, Uke a woundd in an arterial: tube, could hardly reunite. It is 
now univerſally. known, that they are merely venal, and that there is 
90. ſuch impediment to the immediate coaleſcence of a wound in 
WN e may happen to be r iaffleted. , 
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city, received a blow on his head with a ſtick from his tutor. 
The ſtroke made him giddy for a few minutes; but as no blood was 
ſhed, and the pain ſoon ceaſed, he concealed it till it was diſcovered by. 
his barber that his head was ſwollen in that part. In the middle of the 
top of his head was a tumor, about the fize of a common wall-nut :. 


it was indolent, had a dull kind of pulſation, and palpably contained a. 


fluid. 

Mr. Serjeant Amyand and Mr. Shipton were e joined with me. In 
their preſence I divided the tumor with a knife, and let out a quantity 
of fluid venal blood, When as much had been diſcharged as the tu- 
mor might be ſuppoſed 1 to have contained, we were ſurprized to find: 


the blood ſtill continue to flow, plainly not from the wounded ſcalp 


but from the bottom of the cavity. 
- Upon examination, it was found that the ſagittal ſuture was broken, 


that a portion. of the fracture was forced into. the ſinus, and that the. 
blood ifſued by the ſides of this fragment. : 


Extraction of this fragment was attempted, but to no purpoſe. By 


the direction of the conſultants, I made a ſmall perforation on one fide: 


of the ſuture; but when that. was done, the point of the elevator: 
could not be ſo introduced as to get the broken piece out. The tre- 
phine was then applied on the other ſide of the ſuture, and to the ſame 
effect, or rather no effect. The fragment was only capable of being 


BOY about eight years old, the ſon of a Jew merchant in the 


extracted as it had gone in. At laſt, after much deliberation and con- 


verſation about the hazard of wounding a ſinus, (which was indeed 
already wounded by the broken bone) it was agreed to ſet a trephine 
on the ſuture, in ſuch manner that the whole ſurface ſhould be com- 
| "I 


SY 
* 
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prehended within its circle. This was done; but when the elevator 
was applied, the piece ſawed came out in fragments, and left the one 
portion which had pierced the ſinus ſill ſticking in it. We were then 
neceſſitated to lay hold of it and extract it with a pair of forceps. A 
flax of blood followed, but by the application of a ſmall doſſil of dry 
lint, held on for a few minutes, it ceaſed, and never recurred. The 
patient is alive at * time of "ay ng this. 
gant id | Ad | ws 
Ki 5 e ASE XN. 
Girl about ſixteen was knocked down by her mother with an iron 
poker of conſiderable weight; the latter immediately ran' away 
and the former v was brought ſenſeleſs to the hoſpital. She had a Jarge | 


121 


tal ſuture. The brokeh PI were ſo large, and ſo looſe, as to be ea- 


fly removable without any perforation. When they were taken away, 
the longitudinal finus was left bare, at leaſt two inches in length; 


but no hemorrhage followed the removal of the fragments. | 
For three days ſhe was bled twice a day, from one part or other of 
her, and ſtools were procured in ſuch manner as Was poſſible, but to 
no purpoſe ; ſhe ſtill remained perfectly and abſolutely ſenſeleſs. On 
the fifth day, finding her ſtill in the ſame ſtate, and verily believing 
that nothing in art could at all ſerve her, I made an opening with a 
lancet into the longitudinal ſinus, and ſuffered the blood to run off, 
until her countenance, which was much fluſhed, became pale, and her 
pulſe, which till now had been full and ſtrong, though labouring, faul- 
tered conſiderably; in ſhort, till ſhe ſhewed as much as a ſenſeleſs per- 
ſon could the marks of a deliquium from inanition. I then put a bit 
of lint on the orifice,” and ordered the nurſe to keep her finger lightly on 
it until I had viſited the reſt of the houſe. When I returned, the part 
wt | ſhewed 
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ſhewed no diſpoſition to bleed again, nor did it ever after. That after- 
noon ſhe opened her eyes and moved her arms, and the next morning 
was ſenſible enough to aſk for drink. She retained her ſenſes for ſeve- 
ral days, but a fever coming on ſhe became delirious and convulſed, and 
died ſo on the ſeventeenth day from that of her admiſſion into the ho- 
ſpital. . 8 . „ 1 
Upon examination, after death, a went abſceſs was ** on 
the ſutface of the brain, on one fide of the falciform proceſs. of the 
dura mater. Bo Wo ; | 


I ſhould be very ** to be ſo miſunderſtood, as to have it conceived 
that I have related theſe caſes with a view to encourage the opening of 
2 longitudinal ſinus ; that is far from my intention; I only mean, by 
adducing theſe inſtances, to prove that our fears of irremediable miſ- 
chief from. ſuch wounds, whether accidentally or artificially inflicted, 
are not well grounded and that.we may, in ſome deſperate caſes, have 
recourſe to ſuch means as have been ſuppoſed to be either impracticable 
or unwarrantable. A ſurgeon ſhould ever be cautious ; but ill-ground- 
o& apprehenſions will neceſſarily prevent improvements, and hinder us 

in ſome caſes from attempting what may prove beneficial to mankind. 
Had every ſucceſſor to Hippocrates been of his opinion, the operation. 
of lithotomy had never arrived at its preſent ſtate of perfection, and 
mankind had been ſuffered to languiſh under, and be deſtroyed by 
à moſt tedious as well as excruciating malady. 
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VIMPLE fratures of the ſkull, or thoſe in which the erte of 
the broken bone are not depreſſed from their ſituation, differ 
from what are called fiſſures, only in the diſtance of the edges of the 
breach from each other. When the ſeparation is conſiderable it is 
called a fracture, when it is very fine and ſmall it is called a fiſſure. 
The chirurgicat intentibi and requiſite treatment is the ſame in each, 
viz. to procure a diſcharge for any fluid which may be extravaſated in 
preſent, and to guard againſt the forination or confiriement of matter in 
future. But i in fractures attended with depreſſion the intentions are 
more. In theſe the depreſſed parts to be elevated, and ſuch as are fo 
ſeparated as to be incapable of re- union, or of being brought to lie 
properly and without Preſſing on che ban are to be Wau re- 
moved. 

Theſe circumſtances are peculiar to a epd fracture; but al- 
though they are peculiar, they muſt not be conſidered as ſole, but as 
additional to All thoſe which have been mentioned at large under the 
head of fi imple fracture; A commotion, extravaſation, inflammation, 
wWppürtion, and every in which can attend on or be found in the lat- 


ter, are to be met with ! in the former, and will * fame me- 
thod of treatment. 


To free the brain from preflure, and to provide a free diſcharge. for 
blood or lymph at preſent, or for matter in future, by elevating the 
depreſſed pieces, and by removing ſuch as were looſe, was as well 
known to the antients to be the proper curative intentions, as they 
can be to us; but the means which * made uſe of in order to ac- 

compliſh 
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compliſh theſe ends were ſomewhat different to what are now uſed, and 


laboured under ſome inconveniences which later practitioners have cor- 


rected. This difference it may be worth while to enquire into. 
Ml/jyſt of the attempts made by bur anceſtors, for the elevation of 
deprefied parts of the eranium, were made by the application of inſtru- 
ments to the parts ſo depreſſed. This was a palpable im perfection, to 

ſay no more of i it; but this was not all; for the inſtruments which they 
made uſe of on theſe occaſions were not only to be faſtened to the de- 


preſſed patt of the bone, but required alſo ſome degree of force to be. 


uſed in faſtening them to ſuch part. The troclea tripes, the troclea 
i bipes, And all the pieces of machinery deſigned by Albucaſis, Guido, 
"Andreas a Crate, Fabritius ab Aquapendente, Pare, and Scultetus, as 
as well as thoſe delineated by Hildanus, and Peter Paaw, are proofs 
ol this: they alt require a perforation to be made in the depreſſed piete, 
\ either by or for the ſcrew with which it is to be elevated. Now; not 
mentibn that moſt of theſe inſtruments were ſo complex as to render 
them erttemelh alk cvard and unmanageable, it is obvious, that by the 
2 applicktion of any” of them to the depreſſed pieces, (eſpecially if they 
were looſe) all the ills ariſing from preſſure made on the parts under- 
" ntath-muſt be increaſed; and that in many caſes they could not be uſed 
"it all. Celſus has indeed directed the meningophylax'to be "uſed 
as an | elevator ; ; "hich! inſtrument differs but little from the eleva- 
tor uſed at preſc it. either in form or manner of application; but 
tmen the opening through which it is to be introduced, is to be made 
" enther with) the terebra or the cyltleos, the inconveniences of which 
"have ve already been remarked.” 12 mort, all the objections which the 
* A \perforating inſtruments were liable to in fimple undepreſſed frac- 
| 25 being « f n; greater force in fractures with depreſſion, and the 
" application of an) FI Ang of inſtrument whatever to the outer ſurface of 


a dep eld or looſe piece of ſkull being palpably wrong, and liable to 


= 555 the Tea practitioners are certainly vindicable in having laid 
| | 8 them 
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wem all, aide, and. in having endeavuzed. to accorppliſh the ſame. end 
by means, which are leſs hazardqus and leſs. operoſe. The tręphine is 
(as I have before obſerved) the only perforating inſtrument vſed by the 
2 the preſent practitioger in England : 1304 


Nich chis, an opening 
is mate in the found undeprefled. part: of the; graniuũm, and thro! fuch 
opening. an inſtrument called from its uſe an elexator is, introduced. 
This perforation ſhould gither comprehend the boner; af the fracture, 
here that is poſſible, or; if that cannot conveniently be dane, hould 
be made as gear to it as poſſible, for reaſons tag obyious ta need Teci- 
tals;,, What number af perforations. may be negelſary Sn Vn be de- 
termined jby the particular circumſtances of each indiyidual. caſe ; all 
dhe intentions which may .ariſe from,extrayaſation,of flyid, or _proba- 
bility, of, ſuppuration, as well as thoſe from. the deprefiign, of bone, 
Muſt be fulfilled, or the. work w ill be left imperfeQ,, and line chance 
of good will attend. it. Of" ai li uid i WH}, of ee T5112 | 
5 We ce el Abet be 10 conüſt in the mere. depreſſion. of 
{3 Ae bong, and, Nhat Grmptoms. attend, ſeem to proceed from, that alone, 
Abe elevation of ſuch,portion.may;pracure immediate remiſſion af ſuch 
Umptoms, and, afford 3 reaſonable, proſpect of ſugceſß. But as the 
© Injugy 18, wet always of, ſa,6mple. 4: nature... as other, parts, are {a fre- 
;quently hurt and other miſchief done by ſuch, great violence, the te- 
miſſion, or diſappearance of ſuch ſymptoms, a as ariſe merely from ſuch 
preſſure, cannot be e cient warrant, either for r promiſing or. "for © Ex” 


Hecking ſycee(s, The dura mater h FE a RL er, even in 
py er, part of the bead, may haue beep 10 of * 1 Fil (43 NOOR No 
et . ee de & which ll e 
immediately, nor a genera. al, until me time is is paſt; "bur however, late 
hey may come. on, they will net therefore be the lefs c 7 5 or the 
+ Jeſs hazardous. The early attack. of thoſ, e which are cauſed | by « tra- 


vafated t or oh ky i is ao meang 1 th late AA 
ceſſion 


18 0 ; 
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oeſſion of ſuch as. ariſe from inflammation and. pntrefaftion. The de- 
preſſad piece of bone does moſt certainly require our immediate help, 
hut abe .affiiance leaji 49 that) bowever proper and effectunl, does not 
renden ĩt at all leſs neceſſary to guard againſt ſuch ill as may moſt rea: 
ſonably be enpected to proceed fnom yiglence, ſuſtained hy the parts un» 
derneath. A blow, which has been ſufficient) to break and depreſs a 
portion of the full, very frequently does ſuch damage to the tender 
veſlbls which communicate between that bone and the meninges, as to 
be the cauſe of much more, as well as greater ill, than what is dedu- 
eible from tie mer fracture; and, cunſequently, although the eltva- 
nen daf che hene is one befy neceſſury part of the ſurgeon's buſine(s in 
thee Yaſs, yet it is very far from bbing // that he has to do. All the 
ine Whithimiy'be apprehenided,” from every other peſitble effect of ach = 
viokeh6es;Vare' to be feared and guarded againſt, and that full ad mich = 
in the fracture with depreſſion, as in that without. gte 
Thi i part of pritice'which ought to be very carefully attended 
to. Thie. genetality of writets have contented thernſelves with difec- 
ing us to — up the depreſſed parts, and thereby to endeavonr' to re- 
| MACON GW pack as are cauſed by the mere prefſirewhich"ths/boge 
makes on the brain; but have either totally neglected, or very Mightly 
Panech ber. what is of full as much conſequence te tlie patfeße 1 
mean the injury which is moſt frequently done to the membranes'df 
the brain, and which, if neglected, will certainly ptoduce that fever, 
and thoſe ſymptoms, ares oro baffle the whole power' of medi- 
Ae ar.omh 0 4 ih $46 ow Sib at N 
pi The combination of Effcreiit ! il eller | $ivoocHing fem the tame 
primary violence, and concurring in the ſame ſubject, together with 
the g great difficulty of diftinguiſhing them from each other, is one of 
"the 7 eaufes of that perplexing uncertainty attending wounds of 
"the Bead. When one cauſe of bad pid been removed, an- 
r a i Ht other, 
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bother, * cre her othies; may „ir remain; euch of“ which fingly 
may be ſufficient to e W arſcht ; and tkerefore alchduglr the 
means firſt made uſe of may Hare sen, Toth Je have been pbinted out 
by the earlieſt and moſt Aug Yyenpdini Au exe proper for 
the relief of ſuch complaint, had it been the only one the patient la- 
boäred under, yet 1 in the caſe of 4 complication, by not being fuffi- 
eien to anſwer every reg gultzte intention, they very often anſwer none; 
= leaſt 1 not 1 and pibducing only a" temporary 1 Pen re- 
lief, prove 4 greiter Aggtüvation of out diſappointment. 
bt evety practitioner thould know; and this che ee etdty 
patient ſhould be made acqua inted with, leſt the former, being de- 
<tived' n appearance's amendment, be induced to promiſe what 
i will not be in His Power to perform, and the latter, having had 
heir Koper cane Howl he: the Guy hart 'bys tes: an- 
II the das, Whit ll, ths depredion hüle, a be ich 
"hich it was produced not great, the elevator introduced through the 
erforation may be ſufficient to ſet it to rights and, if there be no urgent 
aims nor any miſchief done to the internal parts, may be ſufficient 
* all purpoſes. But if tlie force was gteat, if the ſymptoms are im- 
 thediate and. Preſfing, if the fracture tuns in a form inclined _to'a cir- 
cular one, 'orif the depreſſect picee' be cracked all round, the beſt and 
ſafeſt way is to'remdye'the whale or greater part of the eden de- 
pteſſed and eircumſctibe .. Wh pA $7 
- To thoſe who are unuſed to things of this n ſo b hege an opening 
as ſuch method of acting muſt make will have a very tremendous ap- 
pearance ;. and they may be inclined to. ſuſpect much hazard and in- 
convenience from laying bare ſo large a portion of the dufa mater; but 
let all ſuch remember, that however large the quantity of membrane 


| way ba whicl dal be thus demuded by; de operon, yer. the awe 
quantity. 
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quantity at leaft,, moſt. probably. a much larger, would, in all likeli- 
hood, became inflamed, and generate matter on its ſurface ; which 
matter, ſor ant of fa timely; ready; and ſafficient guflet, N do 
eee hin threes doing of the faid wen- 
brane; can do. Hit res 407 ne. Anime WA . "Ie 
kues bene the. broken pieces of a depreſſed fract as are widely 
ſeparated from gach other, and ſome of them a good deal 0 „ eh the 
expediency and he proptietz af removing ſuch. pieces is acknowledged 
by every body a but fe people, attend to, the reaſon, ot inquire why 
ſuch practice is juſt- aud. proper 3 if they did, they. would alſo fee. f. that 
bee tee removal of bone was,equally. proper in the caſe of great vio-- 
' ſence} sin that of , looſened or widely ſeparated Piegeß. In the latter, 
the broken. parts ate removed, becauſe. their re- union with the reſt of 
thetcranium,, and. the preſervation of the attachment of the dura ma- 
ter to the inner ſurface, of them, is thought impoſſible, or at leaſt 
highly imprabable :s and; chat therefore they, muſt. be, in the way, and 
rte des dk mne unt dei A nen dag erge, 
And is not the ſamg, inegnyeniencę full as likely t to, Attend the, f OrMET * 
ds it che violence done. 40 the bene, and thraugh.[it 10 the membrane, 
which cauſes the inflammation. and ſuppufration d; or is it ahg looſened 
or ſeparated ſtate of the broken part If it be the former, (ag it moſt 
vundoubtedly muſt be) the fame, precautions. the, mare fe of treat- 
ment muſt be equally. neceflary in the one. as in the ther; the r rea ons, 
the intentions are the ſame in each, wn if the Fe hs not. the. ſame 
nem ſuffer. t 484 41344 can it en Slot 4 
The peculiar circumſtances, of . individu n malt Furniſh di- 
Aion the pradtitioner.for his particular conduct. Rules, to be laid 
down by a;avriter. on ſuch: ſubject can be only. general, The parts 
which are depreſſed miſt he elevated, ſuch as, arg looſe. and cannot, be 
] ee to Ren . d be arevented; from prefling on, the- 


$4636 membrane, 
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but at the riſque of the pütiellt, and thetefore the t#bibirions' which 


the os occipitale, the offi temporuth, and that'part 'of the os eme 
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Metmb rufe 'of fuck as Wöühdlöt Fete in; oiguftaie all events Vettulum 
avvay'; ; the fee difchiirge'df Blob3orWyriph, nprÞfnt; und bf. hotl 


ter in future, muſt be *provided for}*#hd Merefore teveryvimipianand 
; appearaiite muſt cure fully and: arty be attend to / deſt he dialaſt loner 


opportunity of giving aſſiſtance be not embraced. 0b £89 j 
Ke circumſtanteb fut mentibnett ure Tath as" dame dal lefted 


our forefathers have dellvtted den to #5, with regufd ing thepirty:of 
the ſkull on which they fly We6nghr Höt bt Ky tate eo(bpplyrour peri- 
forating inſtruments; muſt be reteived with We Aithitatiom z ny 

The places forbidden as improper” ite, her futures, che 10 er parv lf 


That a tre phine may Without Hazard de Af Spee vhs ſutute, — 


already faid; FWhen it may with equal "tility be ſet on any ether part, 


the ſutuleb bald undoubtedy be avoldled, and that fer a good teaſolt, 
excluſive of any peculize hazard: but that part of a ſuture may (the 
caſe fequiring it) be ſafely removed, is true beyond all doubt. That 
many of the old practitioners were wety apprehenſive of miſchief from 
hence, 18 Hot to be wondered at byGny body who conſiders their-itlea 
of the nature of the ſubjarent ſindſes, and the ſtrange unmanageable 
inſtruments With which they operated? Not that there are wanting 
old writers who have held the doctrine of operating on a ſuture, when 
neceſſary, very defenffble, among whom is J Baptiſt. Corteſſus. 
Perforation of the temporal bones has been for bid; both on aceοαðE 
* the artery and the muſcle which ate on its ſurface; unteſtrainable 
bhæmorthage having been dreaded from the one, and fatal eonvulſion 


from the other; but experience may convince us, that neither of theſe 


apprehenflons are ſtrietiy jut. The temporal artery, when divided, 


18 often capable of being reſtrained by * and alivays/by l- 


gature ; 
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giture and that, fatal;conyylGon, which is yplgarly called the locked 
jaw, though it produces one of its moſt ſtriking and moſt viſible effects 
on, theſe muſcles, is not neceſſarily produced, ya wound of either of 
them, more than by a waynd of any other. In ſhort, the upper part of 
the temporal bones may he laid bare, if necgſſaryi by an incifion made 
through the muſcles covering them; and may alſo he perigrated. Such 
operation does not indeed often prove ſucceſsful; but the failure of ſuc- 
ceſs d ges not proceed from the nature of the parts operated upon, but 
kram a gircumſtancs of much more conſequencg, and generally, with- 
out, remedy;;, Mhich is, chat in theſe fractures the breach is moſt. com- 
monly cantigued on to the baſis of ghe ſkull, and is alſo moſt fre- 
guently attended by a, large ee within or under * brain and 
cerebellum,## rl str c buy dial 
When the ders parts have been mniſeds up, tho looſe apes coma 
ved, .extravalated--uig. gildharged, the brain. reed from, preflure, and 
way made fon che flee exit of whatever, may be formed. ot ern 
bare duta mate mould he. dręſſed as eaſily and dighely as poſſible. Our 
anceſtors had a multiplicity of medicaments, which they uſed upon 
theſe gegafions, and were: very preciſe in ſuiting them to the different 
ſtates (as they called them) of the ſore and membrane. They were 
alſo very exact in making and applying thoſe pieces of linen or of ſilk, 
called ſindons, which they uſed to imbue with the faid remedies, and. 
dteſs the bare dura mater with. I have taken ho notice of either, be- 
cauſe I verily believe that the majority or the former were abſolutely 
Velen ante thut cke very erer applicarivn of the fattel was prejudicial,.. 
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| neuroſis covers, a very conſiderable part of the inferior, bordęr of the os pariftale; and con- 
ſequently, that ſuch part of. the bone can' [never be Bu a givhon or em- 
wers part. of the ſaid aponeuvoric expanſion... 


136 1 5 RTE S or rh HEAD, 
bi kala in fome- gies,” what oüght te > U ai chatge d' with” the 
utmoſf BC aſt! n b von 21,29 en 29043 93] M8 o at 
Wounds of che ®bfain;," among "writers" on this Kijett;” babe alf 
generally made a diſtinct bbepelrz but tlie treateut of them is ſo vet 
little different from thoſe Which Have been already related, Coy 
ily fairly be comptebended ufifer' the) ſume article 44 
The brain is woνẽLGd: either by the inſtrument or body wheteby the 
ſcull is broken, or by broken parts of the ctanium 7 foreign bodies al. 
fo, ſuch s bullets; ſplinters, parts of weapons, waddi | rms 
&E.” are ſometimes lodged in it; but let the wound or fracture be what 
it may; or whatever other circumſtances may happen to attend, the 
chirurgic treatment is ſhort and plain, viz. to remove all fuch parts of 
the broken ſkull, as may preſs, wound, or irritate the brain, or its 
membranes; to take away all ſuch extraneous „as can eaſily, 
and without violence he got᷑ at and extracted; and to make ſuch an open- 
ing as may moſt conveniently ſerve the purpofe'of diſcharging*blood, 
ſerum ox matter, either in preſent or or in future. When all theſe things 
have been done, and the patient has been put under a proper regimen, 
both of diet and medicine, the HOWE has dene his duty. and may ſay 
wi Mr Pope, Gem nt 5101 983 9 (in: 11 Ha! Has vol eb tete 
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ae Thus far was right ; ; Wt ſt we leave to he: yen. 
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'F or with regard to | o the dreflings propet in theſe caſes, they are not 
; ut all Nane 1 Hah, da nds 40 be * . the 


nor ſhould: NN] be bed in na or quantity as; to nah or 
obſtruct. the free diſcharge: of fluids of any kind. Soft dry lint is per- 
haps equal an or all others. In the chirurgical writers are to be 
found a great man y formulz, but whoever Page confidence | in them, 

for 
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I cannot quit this bie, * making, a ſhort remark = the 


bardages.,molk frequently. adviſed, and uſed in wounds of the bead. 
In all. the writers on the ſuhject of faſciz, are to. be found, deſetip- 
tions, and. delineations of thoſe which are {aid to be moſt proper, for; the 
head. On paper they are neat and elegant, in the application they re- 
quixe a Gall degsoe: of practioe and dexterity, and when applied nicely 
may impoſe on the ignorant, and on thoſe who have not ſeen much of, 
or teflected much; on their ĩn convenience. They preſs, heat, and pain - 
fully confine the head even when applied in the beſt and; maſtingeni- 
ous manner an⁰ uchen put on aukwardly, or negligently are ſtill moro 
| troubleſome, and af ſerxioeable. All that can ever poſſihly be wan 
ted: in theſe caſrs from bandage muſt be, merely to keep the dreflinps 
in theit place without any degree of confinement» or preſſure ; ant this 
purpoſe will always be betten accompliſhed by wlvoſe cotton or yarn 
night · cap. than en eee e that ever 
Was invented. Nn 2.7 3 UV Be: 1" 91 (YA: 2455171 Yiree 1 7 
Fier Fe de St tr, 5 Fü: „ ee A 
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$ Hee Aae non faſcii continentar, propter pondus, led velaments, ut eohibe-- 
TH Niue, znedue cerebri membrana gravatur; AC velamenti media pars, quz terebrata re- 
* ſpondet, forice exciditur; ut apettum fiat, atque in illad ſpatium To in extre- 
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A Sion form pram, 2 b dene e 
was toſſed by an ox, and fell with her head on the flat ſtones 
within the poſts. Hs her dreſs was mean, and nobody knew any thing 
of her, ſhe was brought | ſenſeleſs. into the hoſpital. She had a large 
bruiſe on the right fide of her head, through which I plainly felt a 
fracture with depreſfion. The ſcalp being removed from that part, thje 
Fracture was found to be large, and the depreſſion eonſiderable ; it tra- 
verſed the os parietale from before backward, in its middle part be⸗ 
tween the ſagittal and temporal ſutures, and the depreſſion was of the 
upper part of the bone. I applied a trephine on the inferior and un- 
depreſſed part, and by means of awelevator- raiſed the whole to a per- 
ect equality. Her head was dreſſed lightly, and ſixteen ounces of blood 
were taken from her. She paſſed the following night very unquietly, 
and the next morning was ſtill ſenſeleſs. She was again freely bled, 
and a purge was given, which ſoon operated. On the third day her 
pulſe admitting, and her circumſtances requiring it, ſhe was bled again. 
On the fourth day ſhe became ſenſible, and on the. fifth was ſurpri- 
zingly She remained ſo until the ninth, on the evening of which, 
ſhe” complained of head-ach, fickhe ls; and giddineſs. She Was again 
let ene and nt: under GE direQion of the {x oniems who ordered. 
lt lat | ſome 


| T3 fr ieee | 
Te: _ ba chit bldg: ut faſciis curares „ 
. iis qua ſub vinculis impoſita ipſis fuerant, verum etiam quia plus quam par eſt 
cCculefaciunt. Etenim quod in ullis pertibus vinctura, id in capite poſitio præſtabit, ideo 
Le dengare nn erlt. _ _ Onwmastvs de frac, ex Heliodoro, 
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ſome medicines for her. From the ninth to the thirteenth day the 
remained much the ſame, that is to ſay, fevetiſh, and complaining 

of heat, thirſt, head-ach, and watching. On the fourteenth the 
had a ſevere rigor, and the fore on the ſcalp as well as the denuded 
dura mater wore à very bad aſpect. From this time the became daily) 
worſe and'worſe; in every reſpect; and on the twentieth day from 
that of the accident the died, having been terribly ſhaken by ſpaſms 


for ſeveral hours. 


All the internal furface of the os parietile above the Racer wn de- 
tached from the dura mater, and covered with matter, which could 
not obtain free diſcharge at the perforation, tv membrane being in- 
flamed and thruſt up tight againſt it. 
I Will not pretend to aſſert, that repeated peri of the upper 

part of the bone would have preſctved her; but I muſt ſay, as the cafs 
turned out, it would have been Her beſt, if not her only chance ; and 
that, if I had known at that time as much of theſe caſes- as I thinlæ 4 
have ſince learned, I ſhould certainly have taken away the oy 1 


i not enn; whole of what had'been n 
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Ae ſervant riding careleſly and haſtily. ot Lenden, | 
1 was thrown from his horſe, and ſtruck his forehead. againſt 4 
ſharp ſtone. There was a conſiderable wound on the ſcalp, and a 
fracture, with depreſſion of the os frontale. The man was perfectly 
deprived of ſenſe, the bone was confiderably depreſſed, and a large 
quantity of blood iſſued from underneath the depreſſed part. A tre- 
phine was applied · on the undepreſſed part, and the elevation accom- 
pliſhed ; he was let blood freely, E lightly. On the 1 - 
"= | 2 1 Wt 


". 
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and third. days he was let blood again. On the fourth he recoyea 
red his ſenſes,. and from; that day to che ninth ſeemed to go on well. 
On the ninth in the evening he complained of pain and laſſitude, and 
1 | Was ill that night and all the next day. On the eleventh he was worſe, 
zi and ( to uſe his own words). aid; his brains were bound round with a 
fillet like a collar of brawn. His pulſe was hard, frequent, and jarring, 
his-kin hot, and he got no ſleep at all. As the man was evidently and, 
haſtily getting ipto a hazardous ſtate, I was determined to try what a 
free removal of bone would des and with a large trephine took away 
almoſt the whole of what hag been depreſſed. The dura mater was not 
puruſent,. but dull in colour, eee over with what ent 
. fays, is gelatinis inſtar. 
lle was again and again let blood, as; hi dolle would bigs and the 
phyſician ordered proper medicines for him. For four days from this 
time he continued much the ſame, but after that every thing changed 
ſpr the better; he dels gaser fn, ani * about e nen 
Vas diſcharged well. RAe as 3 
As Iwould not pretend to Art, that Ws of more FOR would; 
have proved ſucceſsful in the preceding caſe, ſo neither will T ſay that 
the recovery of this man was owing to it. I can only ſay, I verily be- 
| lieve both, and that I am ſorry L did not make the ſame experiment in 
both. The gaſes were materially ſimilar; and the analogical is the. 
only method we have 3 aon ſubjects! like as wherein. wer 
dune have demonſtration,” | HY: 
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* o V about buttecn Years old, fllowinga led horſe; was de- 
fired by the ſervaiit, in whoſe hand the hotſe was, to ſtrike 
him; ; the boy did ſo, and received 'a blow from 'one of the horſe's 
Heels, which brought him to the ground ſenſeleſs.” He had on the 
upper and middle part of his foreheed a large wound; which diſcloſed 
a conſiderable fracture, with depreſſion. x 
The fracture ran nearly in a tranſverſe direction bol the botte,. 
and the depreffion was of the upper part. A trephine was. applied, 
an elevatot introduced, and the depreſſed part of the bone with ſome: 
difficulty made to lie even. The head was dreſſed lightly, and the- 
boy was let blood. largely. He continued ſenſeleſs all that night, was 
let blood twice the next day, and had a purge, and a glyſter. On 
the fourth day he ſhewed ſome ſigns of ſenſe, and in two more, being 
again let blood and kept very low, was quite ſenſible. From this day 
until the fourteenth, every circumſtance was promiſing, but on that 
day he again became ill; his pulſe from this time was hard and quick, 
and, in ſhort, he had for three or four days all the ſymptoms of miſ- 
chief under the cranium. On the nineteenth I made a large perfora- 
tion in that part of the bone which had been depreſſed affd elevated, 


and gave diſcharge to a very large quantity of offenfive matter. On 


the | twenty-ſecond he e delicious and eonvulſed, and on the BE 


twenty-third died. [1412-0 

1 removed all als upper part of ab cir, and found the 1 
mater altered in colour, and ſeparated from the whole frontal bone, 
from the fracture quite up to the ſagittal ſuture; and under the faid 
membrane, matter to the quantity of about half an ounce. 
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H E following caſe was > fon to me by.a 2 very ingenious . 
tioner at ſome diſtance from, London, and may, among others 

of like ſort, ſerve to prove, that it is not merely the formation of 
matter between the ſkull and duta mater, but alſo the confinement of 
i there, which are 1 hs joint cauſes of. the; bad Graptoms, and of the 
hazard. en : 
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A boy fell from a cart loaded. high with 1 5 oh pitched e 


cularly on his head. The blow ſtunned him for a few minutes, but 
he ſoon got up again, an. $6 was not ug, and med home with 
the rt. "44k 


9 * * 


As he made no an at 4 e his 8 ks no 88 no- 


tics, of his fall, and the boy followed his * labour in the farm 


yard. 
At the 1 of a fortnight he came to my friend, and defired: him to 


lock at the ſwelling on the upper part of the right fide of his head. 
| The tumor appeared to be full of matter, and the ſurgeon divided the 


ſcalp, and let out a conſiderable quantity. He paſſed his finger in, in 
order to examine whether; the cranium was bare or not; and was not a 
little aſtopiſfſd to find it, not only bare but conſiderably broken. He 

removed, the tumid portion of the ſcalpi; and having ſo done, found 


che diſtinct ; pieces of bone ſo looſe as to be taken away without any re- 


ſiſtance, and ſo large as together to make nearly a third part of the 


Parietal bone. The dura mater under ere, clean. and _ in- 


carned. | 


The boy bad n n one e bad 8 from Gelb to al, came to the r. 


2 8 houſe every day to be dreſſed, and was alſo in the frm- yards | 
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R E. AT and hazardous as, the evils are which proceed . 
fractures of the ſkull, they do not exceed thoſe which are 


cauſed either by the extravaſation of fluids within its cavity, or by the 
concuſſion or derangement of. the ſubſtance of the brain ; whether 
we regard the difficulty under which a practitioner labours in forming 
a judgment of the true nature of the caſe, or the uncertainty, or the 
frequent fatality, of the event. | 
The ſhock which the head ſometimes 1 receives. by. falls bene on high, 
or by. ſtrokes from ponderous bodies, does not infrequently cauſe a 
breach in ſome of the veſſels, either of the brain or. its meninges ; and 
thereby occaſions extravaſation of the fluid, Which ſhould circulate 
through them. This extravaſation may be the only complaint produ- 
oed by the accident; or it may be Joined with, or added to, a fracture 
of the ſkull. But this is not all, for it may be produced not only 
when the cranium is unhurt by | the blow, but even e no violence 
of any kind } has: been offered to or received by the head. 8 
N Vertigo, vomiting, ſtupidity, hæmorrhage, loſs of rg and mo- 
tion, either partial or total, are the ſymptoms « of this of miſe 
chief z ſometimes one, or more, ſometimes all, in the lame ſubject. 
Theſe ſymptoms, which are. all eaſily accountable for from extrayaſa 
tion, of fluid, and unnatural preflure made on the brain: and neryes, are 
as I have already at large remarked, frequently: miſtaken as indications- 
of a diſcaſe which, conſidered abſtractedly, can never cauſe them; 1 
mean a ſimple undepreſſed fracture of the cranium: it may be acm 


pained by them, but cannot cauſe them. 
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—_—. ”> Many of our anteſtort, when pg dete was dilcoyerabile: in the 
| "Hh 5 cralifum of of a bei labs eee have been mens: 

WE: > n tioned, In a cgbedee 1 .. Violence. offered tothe head, contented 
e With calling t the caſe, 2 concuſſign.;/ and although: they had 
UF preciſe” idea” annexed | to the term, yet they ſeldom went fatther 


fbr A Söfutibn: like teeth and worms 40 fe, or like netyas in Wor, 
mien, ir Ltisfed f 1 giorabtJnghiters;, The ctanium a nöbt / broken, 


the mifchief was our of fight, moſt probably gut of reach, and they 
MAP not often the curioſity or the anatomical Madera to examine a- 
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That a concuſſion or commotion of the ſubſtance of the brain is a 
circumſtance which frequently happens, & a truth beyond all doubt ; 
and that it is often the cauſe of death; is as true; but that many of 
the caſes which, the ſkull been found not broken, have paſſed for 
concuflions, have been really produced by very different cauſes, has 
often been inconteſtably proved by the examination of ſuch perſons 
heads aſter death; where ſuch extravaſations of blood or lymph or 
both have been found, as would fairly and rationally account, both 
for the ſymptoms, and for the event. 

A concuflion and an extravaſation are very diſtin& cauſes of miſ- 
chief, though not always very diſtinguiſhable. | 418 
M. Le Dran, and others of the modern French writers, have 
made a very ſenſible and juſt diſtinction between that kind and degree 
of loſs of ſenſe which ariſes from a mere commotion of the brain, and 
that which is cauſed by a mere extravaſation, in thoſe inſtances i in which 
the time of the attack or appearance of ſuch ſymptoms are different or 
diſtinct. The loſs of ſenſe, which immediatly follows the violence, 
ſay they, is moſt probably owing to a commotion ; but that which 


comes on after an Interval of time has paſt, is moſt er cauſed * 
| extravaſation. 


This diſtinction is certainly juſt and good, as far as it will 80. That | 
degree of abolition or diminution of ſenſe, which immediately at- 
tends or follows the blow or fall, and goes off again without the aſſiſt⸗ 
ance, of art, is in all probability occaſioned by the ſudden ſhake or tem- 
porary derang2mznt of the contents of the head ; and the ſame kind 
of ſymptoms. recurring again ſome time after they had ceaſed, or, not 
coming on until ſome time has paſſed from the receipt of the violence, 
do moſt probably proceed from the breach of a veſſel within or upon 
the brain. But unluckily we have it not very often in our power: to 

wake this exact diſtinction. An extravalation. 1 is often made ſo imme 
| | U | diately, 


44s iv purines: o Tu HEAD 


diatcly, und ſo largely, at dhe inſtunt of the accident, that all ſenſe and 
motion are inſtantaneouſſy loft, and never again return. And it alſo ſome- 


Himes happens,” that although an extravaſation may poffibly not have 


been made at the moment of the accident, and the firſt complaints may 
have been owing to commotion merely, yet a quantity of fluid having 
deen fled from its proper veſſels very ſoon after the accident, and pro- 
ducing, its proper ſymptoms, before thoſe cauſed by the commotlon 
have had time to go-off, the ſimilarity of the effects of eacli of theſe 
different cauſes is ſuch, as to deprive us of alt power. of diſtipguithing 
bbeween che onẽ and the other, ft of determining with any tolerable 
preciſion to which of them 19 — Wü * aper are 3 
antes er Mons Nn 

When io tl of any kind is made, _ upon or within 
the brain, if it be in ſuch quaritity, or ſo ſituated as to diſorder the 
economy of the animal, it always produces ſuch diſorder, by making 
an unnatoral preſfure on the parts where it lies. The nature and de- 


- gree of the ſytnptoms hereby produbed are vatious and different in dif- 


ferent perſons, according to the kind, quantity, and ſituation of the preſ- 


ling fluid. Tfie ſymptoms hereby produced are various and different in 
different perſons, and under different circumſtances, according to the kind, 


| quantity, and ſituation of the preſſing fluid. Sometimes it is mere fluid 
Blood, forngtimes blood in a ſtate of coagulation, ſometimes it-is a clear 


Tymph, and at others blood and water are found mixed together ; each. 


of theſe is found either ſimple or mixed in different ſituations, that i "| 


between the ſkull and dura mater, between the dura and pia mater, or. 
in the natural cavities of the brain called its ventricles, and ſometimes, . 
in caſes of great violence, they are found at the ſame time in all theſe 
different parts. Sometimes a conſiderable quantity is. ſhed inſtantly,” | 


at the time of the accident ; and f6metimes the breach by which the 
| Fuſion is made is fo circuraſtanced; 113 as to 


n 2 | | e 


nature and ſituation, 
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that it is at firſt very ſmall, and increaſes by faſter or: ſlower degrees. 

In the former, the ſymptoins are generally immediate and urgent, and 
the extravaſation is: af the bloody kind; in. the latter, they are fre- 
quently flight at firſt, appear after ſome little interval of time, increaſe, 
gradually till they become urgent or fatal, and are in ſuch caſe gene- 
rally occaſioned by extravaſated lymph. So that although the immedi- 
ate appearance of bad ſymptoms does moſt certainly imply miſchief of 
ſome kind or other, yet, on the other hand, no man ought to ſuppoſe 
his patient free from hazard, either becauſe ſuch ſymptoms do not 

. ſhew themſelves at firſt, or becauſe they appear to be but ſlight: they» 
which come on late, or appearing flight at firſt increaſe gradually, be- 
ing full as much to be dreaded as to conſequence as the more immedi- 
ately alarming ones; with this material difference between them, that- 
the one may be tlie conſequence of a mere eoncuſſion of the brain, and 
may by means of quietude and evacuation go quite off; whereas, the 
other being moſt frequently owing to an extravaſation of lymph, (tho” 
ſometimes of blood alſo) within 15 Wee of the brain, ate W 


ſeldom removed by art. 
Extravaſations of any kind, and wherever ſituated within the NEON 


are very hazardous, and much more frequently end fatally than happily; J 
but conſidered as relative to the art of ſurgery, that which conſiſts of 
merely fluid blood ſituated between the cranium and dura mater is cer- 
tainly the beſt, as it is the neareſt to the ſurface, and admits the greateſt 
probability of being relieved by perforation of the Kull: grumous c or 
cdagulated blood, although in the ſame ſituation, by being moſt fre- 
| quently adherent to the membrane, is not ſo readily diſcharged as the 
preceding. and therefore more likely to prove deſtruRive : ; and all thoſe 


1 © #4 


of 15 brain, as s they” are very ſeldom Within our exact knowledge, „% 


they are alſo erally beyond the reach of our art. 
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The method of treating people under theſe unhappy circumſtances is 

ſomexhat uiffetent, according to the ſuppoſed. or moſt probable natur: 
of the c mphaint, and aeccording to the ſymptoms and appearances 
whichat produces, or which accompanytit. When the ſymptoms which 
imply a preſſure made on the brain or nerves have been occaſioned 
merely by a ſhake! or concuſſion, and neither blow nor other external 
violence has been offered to or receiued by the head, we have nojrule 


whereby to form any other than a general opinion; no mark which can 


point out to us, either the preciſe nature of the diſeaſe, or its parti · 
cular ſttuation; conſequentiy we have no direction from what part 
af the head to remove the ſcalp, or where: to apply a perforating inſtru- 
ment, and therefore: no authority for perforating at all. In this caſe, 
the only chance af relief is from phlebotomy and an open belly; by 
vrhich we may hope ſo to leſſen the quantity of the circulating fluids 
as to aſſiſt nature in the diſſipation or abſorption of what, has been ex- 
travaſated. This is an effect which, although not highly improbable. 


in itſelf, yet is not to be expected from a ſlight ur trifling application of 


the means propoſed. The uſe of them muſt be proportioned to the ha- 
zard:of the caſe.” Blood muſt be draw /n off freely and repeatedly, aud 
from difforgot veins, the belly muſt be kept conſtantiy open, the body 
quiet, and the ſtricteſt regularity. of general regimen mult be rigidly oba 
ſerved: By:theſe, means, very alarming;ſymptoms have now, and. then. 


been removed, and people in ſeemingly very hazardous circumſtances 
haye been recovered. Inſtances of theſe ſucceſſes are not indeed ſo fre- 


quent as we could wiſh, but they have been ſufficiently ſo to warrant the 
attempt, eſpecially i in caſes where there are no indications to authorize 
the uſe of any other. But when the ſymptoms of extravaſation are the 


conſequence of ſuch external violence as leaves a mark where it was ing 
flicted, and whien the ſcalp is ſo bruiſed or wounded as to ſhew the 


place where, Me. then have ſome. degree of affiſtance, both in forming 
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a judgment of the moſt probable nature of the complaint, and in uſing 
the means moſt likely to prove ſucceſsful in ĩts relief. For if the effu- 
ſion has been the conſequence of the ſtroke which the head has receĩ- 
ved, and ſuch effuſion is made immediately under the part ſo ſtricken 
the perforatiun of the cranium in this place may give diſcharge to the 
extravaſated fluid; and the wound or bruĩſe in the ſcalp ſhews us the 
point from whence we ought to remove a portion of it, in order to 
perforate the cranium. This I ſay is ſometimes the caſe, and the con- 
ſequence is ſometimes ſo fortunate that we ſave a periſhing patient. 
But, although it does now and then happen that we are ſo lucky, yet 
ſuch ſueceſs is by no means certain or to be depended upon. Every 
thing relative to this kind of diſorder is fallible and uncertain; and 
though the extra vaſation is ſometimes found immediately under the exi- 
ternal mark, yet it often happens that it is not, and that the effuſion 
is made in a part diftant from that mark, and to which we have nothing 
to lead us. Upon the whole, although a bruiſe or wound of the ſcalp 
does not in theſe caſes neceſſarily or certainly; point out the ſeat of an ex« 
travaſation, yet when bad ſymptoms urge, and evacuation has been fully 
and unſuecefsfully tried, ſuch mark may be deemed a ſuſfioient though 
not unerring authority for making farther enquiry; by removing the ſcalp: 
and perforating the cranium: for this is à kind of caſe itt which we ur 
not to expect certanity, and in which we? muſt! be” coHtent with fuch 
information as we can obtain. The eppörtunities which we have og 
being ſerviceable are but few we ſhould therefore ſuffer none to eſcape; 
But embrace even poſſibility. The general advice given by Fabritius 
ab Aquapendente® is applicable to no part of forgery more than to this 3 
in whitch' the Log f 4 very mort ſpice er dme i- often abſolutely ae. 
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If the extravaſation be of: blood. and that blood: be in a fluid ſiata, 

| fall in quantity, and lying between the ſkull and dura mater, imme- 

diately under or near to the place perforated, it may happily he all 

diſcharged byiſuch perforation ; and the patient's life may thereby be 

faved; of uhich many inſtances are (pmducibles/{;Rut if the event 

does not prove ſo / fortunate, if the extravaſation be ſo large or ſo ſitu- 

ated that the operation proves inſufficient, yet the ſymptoms having been 

| urgent, general evacuation having been uſed ĩneffectually, and a wound 

or bruife of the ſcalp having pointed out the part which moſt probably 
received! the blow; although the reinoval of that part! of the ſcalp 
mould not detect any injury done to the bone, yet the ſymptoms ſtill 

fubfiſting,. I cannot help thinking, tlfat perforation of the cranium.'is, , 
n theſr circumſtances fo fully warranted,. that the omiſſion of it may 
truly be called a neglect of having done that which, might have proved 
ſerviceable, and, rebus /ic Hantiluus, can do no harm. It is very true, 
that no man can beforehand tell whether ſuch operation will prove he- 
neſicial or not, becauſe. he cannot know the preciſe nature, degree, or 
ß tuation of the miſchief; but this uncertainty, properly. conſidered, 
is ſo far from being a diſſuaſiye from the attempt, that it is really a 
ſtrong incitement to make it; it being full as impoſſible to know that 
the. extravaſated: fluid does not lie between, the ſkull and dura mater, 
and that under the part ſtricken, as that it daes; and if the latter 
mould be the cafe, and the operation be nat ee one, and 
* probably the only means of relief, will have been omitted, _ 

Morgagai, in his book de Cauſis et Sedibus, &c., has treated this, 
wbject expreſly, and has enumerated. all the objections which, may be 
made to the perforation. of the cranium, in the caſe of effuſion of 
fluid within * it, but among others he has mentioned a popular 9775 
1 A : which 


g, Nam ut ſigua ſint, ex quipus liceat ſuſpicari ſanguinem intra 1 eſſe effu- 
4 "Fam, quis feire pro certo polfir, an re Vera; et ſi hoc etiam ſcirek, it quam partem ef- 
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which prevails much among - His" Gounltrymen, viz. the fear of having. 
been thought to have Feſtroy thoſe, Hor in the nature of things ; 
Bey could not ſave; 4 ne fic occiſi, qui fervati non potuerant, vide- 


« rentur. With all poſſible deference. to ib dble a man, I moſt ay, 
that this dees not ſeem to me to be by any means a'gobd realon, of 
one whith bught to be formett inte a maxim for pradthiohers': 2: it 1s 


founded · d the weakneſs and itteapacity of thoſe who pretend to judge: 


of what they do not underſtand, and therefore Mould never be em- 
braced through a ſolf-· intereſted principle by thoſe who know better. 


If ſuch ule! was univerſally admitted, we ſhoud often be prevented 


from employing a critical opportunity. or uſing what in many cafes . 
the unicum remedium, not only in this diſeaſe but in many others. 


The caſe of Ptolothey,” cited by him from Livy," although brought as 
x ſtrong corroboration of his own opinion, really can prove nothing, 
unleſs it could be made to  Ptbre that terébrarion was the cauſe of, or. 


at leaſt accelerated, the patients death; which it can by no means be 
made to do. No man, who. is at all acquainted witlu this ſubject, 
will ever venture ts ptonounce or promiſe ſucceſs: from the uſe of the 
trephine, even in the moſt apparently light cles; he knows: that ho- 
Ray he cannot; it is enough that it Has often been faccelsful where 
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%% Nam orieter' unum, qui majotem fortaſſe cas delorem -toveat; ad «ſe Por. | 


© ſunt-Jaca, fab quibus majus-revera lateat inte vitivn.” | 2111 Wo COUSIN? 

40 In cognoſeendo quam fallaces ſæpe ſint conjecturæ, vel hinc-ipparet, quod & fi-pars 

6 - bla icka, ab #gro indicatur, imo ecchymoſi & tumore ſs jpſam preetlare indicet, non 

70 1.5 tamen caſus incidunt, in quibus alia, pary ſit contula, alia in W eftuſiq facts 
„ wy Le? 5 deer 

Satis jam ſuperipns intelligis aW in quibub ail aul, Ache levia, "TOY 

t initia . ſe offerunt, effuſi intra cran ium ſanguinis!ſigha, tot autem, & tam btecqa polt - 


| Fi. longum intervallum confeſtim ſe i ingerunt, ut neque primo illa opportune tempore æger 
6 EN timore periculi, ut terebram admittat, neque extremo ſperare poſſent medici, _ 1 


* ſe per eam allaturos, tam longo ſpatio & tam pernicidſis indiciis extantibus.“ 
Mon ANI de Cauſis & Sed. Morbor.. . 
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and every other means have Fo The teve,and juſt BEV 
ration is this 3 Does 1 operation of petforating the eranium in ſuch 
caſe add at all to, that degree of hazard which the patient is in before 
it is perfoxmed ? or can he in many inſtances. da well, without ĩt ? If 
it does add, to the Faire, that 3 is dba very goad rea» 
not (which I verily bellows.) and; n to nas that 
it frequently fails of being ſucceſsful, ſurely it cannot be right to diſuſe 
that which has often been not only ſalutary but the cauſa fine gua non 
of preſervation, z; merely. becauſe it is alſo. often unſicoefeful, that i is 
becauſe it inne, nn by: {$110 £ 85 Noe nt 


7 


he 6 ſhould be extremely ſorry to.  fay any: ck N annie miſlead 
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my reader, but 1 0 50 Belp thinking, that dark and obſcure as this 


part of ſurgery is, Yet. here are ſometimes appearances. and circum- 
ſtances, which ma be faid | politiyely to indicate the  (Pp<ration, among 
which T reckon th: c ſpontaneous detachment of the pericranium from 


eee: 


the Kult, in 1 ne? Ry a heay 75 blow, attended with feen of 
ſtupefackion ore s of ht hy. |; fate f 


TL een ada Kast 91649: 

| Whenever | bY NH mater is ſeparated] from i its attachment to the i inner 
ſurface of the cranium, the perictanium covering the outer: part of the 
fame bone is generally detached alſo. When this ſeparation is produ- 
 ced by the formation of. matter, in conſequence of inflammation, the 
bümeficion of the ſcalp, which denotes this effect, appears ſome days 
after che violence has been received, and 18 always accompanied With a 
ptomatic fever.” The effufioh a confidetable quantity of extrava- 


$335,534 


| Cited blood © on the ſurface of the dura mater, as It abſolutely ſeparates | 
that membrane. from the bone, and cuts off all communication between 
that part and the ſcalp, ſo it does in the fame manner oblige the peri- 
cnn to quit its attachment to whe ful, of which r have temarked 
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frequent inſtaftces ; and I have alſo moſt frequently obſerved t that the 
dich in ſuch*caſes has been coagulated, an ery a adherent ot 11 5 
brane.” Now if this obſervation ſhould be found to be molt frequently 
tithe, chat ib, if 4 detachment of the dura mater from Viabin the ul, 
by meme of an extravaſation, be found to be moſt frequently acchm· 
paffied'by a detachment of the pericranium on the outſide, have we not 
tietEby an Thdication' both why and where We ought to perforate The 
Petter WY net be Tucceſsful, "On pops ee cannot be ſubmitted to 
2 of Fein 8 6 11 - 
Ty Auna 8. : 1 — 


| "A free diſcharge = means of it may agen, or it why ys 
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7 Fps is undoubtedly + a fircurabl circumſtance, but i is not to 
be d epended upon as abſolutely portending a good event; either a 
bloody or limpid extravaſation may be formed or forming between the 


meninges, ot upon or within the brain, and may prove as certainly. 
mere in future as the more external effulion would have done had 


it not been diſcharged ; or the dura mater may have been ſo damaged 
by the violence of the blow as to inflame and ſuppurate, and thereby 
deſtroy the patient. The complaints ariſing from extravaſation, and 
from ſuppufation, are (as T have already at large obſerved) very diffe- 
rent and, diſtin from each other; the former may be relieved, or eyen 
totally removed, and the latter not prevented, nor indeed be capable of 
preyention; of this every praQtitioner ſhould hepa) leſt he expect 
and: promiſe too ez OLE SPB In 62 of eee e 
+ The. nearer. the extravaſated fluid' lies to hy cranium the better; ; 
therefore that which is ſituated between. the ſkull and dura mater is, 
cwteris;paribus, the moſt favourable'of any. If the diſeaſe lies between 
the e and 1 mater, mere n of the ul can do nothing ; 
X l | OJ" -Y ö and 0 
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and therefore if the ſymptoms. are prefling, there is no remedy. but di⸗ 
viſion ol che outer of theſe membranes. The diviſion of the dura mater 
is an operation which I have ſeveral times ſeen done by others, and 
have often done myſelf; I have ſeen it, and have found it now and 
then ſucce(sful.; and. from thoſe, inſtances... of; ſucceſs, am ſatisfied of 
the propriety and, neceſſity of its being ſometimes done: but let not 
the practitionæx, ho has not. had. frequent opportunity. of ſeeing: theſe | 
kinds of things, preſume, from the light manner in which this neceſ- 
ſary oper ation has been ſpoken of by a few modern writers, that it is 
a thing of little conſequence ; for it moſt certainly is not. Wounds. 
of the membranes of the brain, by; whatever hody inflicted, or in 
whatever maanen made, have always been deemed, and (which is more 
to the purpoſe) have always been found, to haye been hazardous. 
There is indeed ſome difference between a Wound made by a clean 
lancet ot knife, and one made by bone, bullet, or any thing which hruiſes 
or tears ; but this relates only to the manner, the part wounded i is the 
_- Gmeinall; and whether the dura mater be. divided by a lancet, or by 
a fragment of bone, or any other body, it is equally. divided, and the- 
itt is let in id the ſame manner on the pia mater, or brain, which be- 
dome thereby, ſubiect to all the ills ywbich ſuch wound, or fuch expo-- 
fition are capable of cauſing... +; Jain 40% - tooth od: yors ib 
Authors indeed do every now and then tell us ſtrange. tories, and 

ä ee us, ſtrange accounts. of inciſſons made into the meninges and brain 
in ſearch of foreign bodies, of, extravaſated Muids, &g. but. let the 
young pre Gitioneg gead-thele- relations, with ſome reſrrye of faith, .agd. 
recollect that the excellent advice given by a very/able man, homi- 
nes non admiratione afficere,  1ed eis utiliota docete, is not always: 
altended to by writers, Caution and fear are different things 3 Where 
any good n be done, it ought to be attempted by every practicable. 
and juſtiñ able me ans i. but where no gogg-is reaſonably to be expected 
there is no 0 authority for RG any 1 The diviſion of the dura 


mater 
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mater I have ſeen to be neceſſary, and I have ſeen it to be ſucceſsful; 
but all wounds of it are far from being matters of indifference. Es ery 
chance of life is to be embraced; and a good ſurgeon will never heſi- = 
tate to execute whatever appears feaſible, or even poſſibly beneficial; 
but at the ſame time he will not act without ſome ſuch kind of war- 
ranty as ſhall prove that his patient's benefit was his one object, and 
vill take care that neither his prognoſtic nor his conduct ſhall expoſe him 
juſtly to the cenſure of being either ignorant, unfeeling, or fool - hardy. 
Upon the removal bf a piece of bone by means of the trephine, if 
the operation has been performed over the part where the diſeaſe is fi- 
tuated, and the extravaſation be of the fluid kind and between the cra- 
mum and dura mater, ſuch fluid, whether it be blood, water, or both, 
is immediately ſeen, and is partly diſcharged by ſuch- opening; if, on 
the other hand, the extravaſation be of blood in a coagulated or gru- 
mous ſtate; it is either looſe, or in ſome dagree adherent to the dura 
mater; if the former of theſe be the caſe, it is either totally or partially 
diſcharged at the time of or ſoon after the operation, according to the 
quantity or extent of che miſchief z if the latter, the perforation M 
covers, but does not immediately diſcharge it. In both inſtancës, 
the conduct of the ſurgeon, with regard to repetition of the operation, 
muſt be determined by the particular circumſtances of each individual 
caſe z a large extravaſation muſt. neceſſarily require a more free removal 
of bone than a ſmall one; not only on account of freedom of diſcharge, 
but on account of larger detachment of dura mater; and à grumous 
ar cagulated extravaſation requires: aſtill more free uſe of the inſtru- 
ment, not only becauſe the blood in ſuch ſtate is diſcharged with diſſi- 
Ms culty, but becauſe the whole ſurface of the dura mater fo covered is al- 
ways put under the neceſſity of ſuppurating, which ſuppuration has but 
one chance af a happy events! and that derivable from the free uſe of 
en ih i 6! = . 4 Herbal 03000 09930 LED 1676 i. 
nk „ * 2 8 Wen 
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When the extravaſation i is not between the cranium and dura mor; 
3 either between the meninges, or in the ventricles of the brain, 
the appearances are not only OR from the —_— ſtate of the 
caſe; but from each other.. „ 1 
When the extravaſated fluid lies 3 hon fall 0. PFs athens 
as ſoon as that extravaſation is diſcharged, or the grumous blood has 
been wiped off, the dura mater appears flaccid, eaſily yields to or does 
not reſiſt the impteſſion of a finger, and (the diſcharge being made) 
enjoys that kind of motion, that elevation and depreſſion, which our 
fathers ſuppoſed it to have naturally and always, but which is only the 


_ conſequence of the circulation. through the brain, and the artificial 


removal of the piece of bone. But when the extravaſation is ſituated 
between the meninges, or on the ſurface of the brain, the appearance 
is not the ſame. In this caſe there is no diſcharge upon removing the 
bone, and the dura mater, inſtead of being flaccid and readily obeying 
the motion of the blood, appears full and turgid, has little or no mo- 
| tion, and preſſing hard againſt the edges of the perforation, riſes into 
a kind of ſpheroidal form in the hole of the perforated bone. If the 
extravaſation be of the limpid kind, the membrane retains;its natural 
colour; but if it be either purely fluid blood, or blood coagulated, 
and the ſubſect young, the colour of the membrane is ſo altered by 
what lies under it, that the nature of the caſe i is _— een 
from this circumſtan cage WARE Ee | | 1 
Be the extravaſated fluid what it may, it has no aature . ; FA 
ſorption was the only chance the patient had whereby to get rid of it 
without an operation, and that we muſt now ſuppoſe to have failed ; 
an artificial opening therefore muſt be made, by the diviſion of the 
dura mater, and perhaps of the pia alſo. This operation, under the 
_ circumſtances and appearances already mentioned, is abſolutely neceſ- 
winks and Has been an, it is ne to give an to what 
Fs cannot 
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cannot be got rid of by any other means, and conſiſts in a diviſion of 
the membrane or membranes, made in a crucial form with a point of 
a lancet. The operation in: itſelf is. extremely fimple and eaſy, but 
the patient is thereby put into the ſtate of one 'whoſe meninges have 
been wounded, with only this difference, . that" the wound made for 
this purpoſe is ſmooth and ſimple, and inflicted with the leaſt poſſible 
violence; whereas an accidental wound of the ſame parts may be la- 
eerated, contuſed, and attended with circumſtances which muſt Tagpra- 
vate che evil and ay induce. worle. Ono. | | 
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Of commotion or concuſſion of the ſolid parts of the brain, we have 
only a negative kind of proof, and therefore are ſtill more in unn 
than we are with regard to extravaſation . 

Very alarming ſymptoms, followed ſometimes by i the moſt Fatal con- 
ſequences, are found to attend great violences offered to the head; 
and upon the ſtricteſt examination both of the living and the dead, nei- 
ther fiſſure, fracture, nor extravaſationꝰ of any kind can bo diſcovered. 
The ſame ſymptoms, and the ſame event, ate met with when the 
head has received no injury at all ab externo, but has only been vio- 
lently ſhaxen; nay, when only the body or general frame bas ſeemed 
to have ſuſtained the whole violence. It is a commonly received opi- 
nion, that a concuſſion of the brain is always in proportion to the teſiſt- 
ance which the cranium makes; that if the latter ſuſtains a conſide- 
rable degree of fraQure, the formet is but ſlightly injured, and that the 
cohcufſion is greateſt when the/ſkull is leaſt hurt: This: may, ſometimes 
be the caſe ; violent and even fatal commotions of the brain happen when 


10 1 Has ien to the n. 52 a lrg and tertible frackbrea | 
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Are, ſometimes; unattended with any ſymptoms of concuſſion 5 allihiaic 


ſometimes true, but the poſition can by no means be admitted ag a gene- 
ral princi iple, whereon to form our judgment, or whereby to ee dur 
conduct, experience frequently contradicting it. 18q-o1; 
The. ſymptoms attending a concuſſion, are generally in 3 to 
the degree of violence which. the brain itſelf; has ſuſtained, and which 
indeed is cognizable only by the ſymptoms... If the concuſſion be very 
great, all ſenſe and power of motion are immediately aboliſhed, and 
death follows foon : but between this degree and that ſlight oonfuſion 
(or ſtunning, as it is called) which attends moſt violences done to the 
head, there are many ſtages. Sometimes a goncuſſion produces.the 
fame kind of oppreſſive ſymptoms as an extravaſation, and the patient 
is either almoſt or totally bereft of ſenſe: at other times no ſuch 
ſymptoms, attend, but the patient gets no ſleep at all, has a wild look, 
an eye much like to that of a perſon who has long watched through 
apprehenſion. and; anxiety, talks much and very inconſiſtently, has a 
hard labouring pulſe, ſome. ſmall degree of fever, and ſometimes. an 
| inclination to vomit; if not retained, the patient will get out of bed, 
and- 20 with a kind of frantie abſurdity, and appears, in, general much 
hurt by &ſtrbng light. A debility of underſtanding, an idiot look, a 
failure of memory, a paralytic affection of ſome one part or limb, the 
loſs of ſenſe, ſpaſm, teſolution or rigidity of ſome one part or, muſcle, 
are often the conſequence of it. IT heſe complaints | are, ſometimes. 
eured, but ſome of om: do ſometimes rein nas the reſt of 
BH % ee i i cn : el 0 i n inn 
To diſtinguiſh wen an ton 143 a commotion by the 
cymptoms only is frequently à very difficult matter, ſometimes an im- 
| poſſible one. The ſimilarity of the effect in ſome caſes, and the very 
ſmall ſpace of time which may intervene between, the, going. off * the 

one and acceſſion of the other, render this. a very nice exerciſe of the 
Judgment. 


— 


FN o ExXTT f N AI VIOLENGE. reg 


hudgment. The Hrſt ſtunning or deprivation of ſenſe, whether: total 
or partial, may be from either; and no man cen tell from Which; but 
when theſe firſt ſymptoms have been removed, or have foontticorlly 
diſappeared,” if fach- patient is again oppreſſed with drowſineſs, or ſtu- 
pidity,” or total or partial loſs of ſenſe, it then becomes moſt probable 
that the firſt complaints were from commotion, and that the latter are 
from extravalation ; und the greater dhe diſtance of time between the 
two, the greater is the p probability not only that an extraVaſation is the 
cauſe, but that the extravaſation is of the —2 115 male gralitit, 
and within the breath 5219 21% 0G een 
! Whoever ſeriouſly teflects on the nature ir theſe two cauſes of evil 
within the cranium, atid conſiders them as liable to frequent combina- 
tion in the ſame ſubject, and at the ſame time conſiders, that in many 
inſtances 'g&idegre& of information ean'be obtained from the only per- 
ſon capable ef. gieihg it (the patient), will” immediately be ſenſible, 
how'bery" difficult a part a [praftitioner has to act in many of theſe 
caſes, and how very unjuſt it muſt be to call chat ignorance, which is: 
only a juſt diffidence ariſing from the obſcurity of the GONG; 4 * e 
impoſſibillty 6E!uttaihing materials toform a clear judgment. f 
When thett i8*n+6afon to apprehend any other injury, and com- 
eien iet ts bs the Tole delle plentiful evacuation by pltlebetõtmy 
and ſement cathartics, 4 dark room the moſt perfect quietude, and a 
very low regimen, are the only" means in our” power; nd” are ſomes! 
Ude fäceeſsfül. nt comm iuarmgh bas vmuniteh a cognts. br Ann 
Having id the preceding ſheets frequently poem of the cpa! * 
have only te add, that if ſuch Gperation be attended with ſueceſs, that 
is, if an extravaſated fluid be thereby diſcharged, a depreſſed bone ele. 
vated; matter which' had been formed between the :ſleulb ãnd dura ma- 
ter let but, ot the ihffämmatory tchfiofl off the inembrane prevented, 
in ſuch manner as to reſcue the patient from the danger he wits in from 
A. |  ſachz 
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ſuch accident; in ſuch caſes. I ſay, that che bare dura mater readily 
obeys the motion of the blood thro? the brain, and is freely elevated 
and depreſſed; by degrees it loſes its bright Glver Hye and becomes 
purulent and ſloughy, and «hen; caſting. off this Hough is covered by a 
granulation, of new fleſh, of firm conſiſtence and florid red colour 1 A 
moderate quantity of good matter is diſcharged: daily, and the new in- 
carnation riſes gradually through the pesforation, until it gets above the 
edges of it, when joining. with that which. either has ſprung from the 
ſurface of the bare granium, or which has throw off from thence, a 
fmall exfoliation, they together make a firm cicatſix. During all this 
time the patient is generally free from fever: or pain, gets god fleep, 
has a natural appetite, and ſeeme as near Wenns in health as [20M path 
oumſtances can permit... ³ 2 
On the other; Rand, if tbe miſchief! be ſuch Wer all means {IO 
ineffectual, the ppearances are very different. The dura mater, in- 
dead of caſting off a thin gough and incarning kindly, becomes hard. 
ä tenſe, and foul 51044 few days it generahy thruſts. up an ill-natured, 
fungus, which, prefling hard againſt the edges of the perforation, pre- 
vents the diſcharge from within; the bare bone becomes blackiſh or 7 25 
deeply yellow, and the edges of the fore in the ſcalp are painful, looſe, 
flabby, and haye no connection with the hont on which they lie; the 
diſchatge is a chin ſtinking gleet, and large in quantity the patient is 
hat, thirſty and fleeplels 3 the tongue is black, the pulſe hard . 
quick; ſometimes a delirium, and ſometimes frequent fpaſms diſorder: 
and ſhake his whole frame; his countenance. is fluſhed and has; a. yel- 
low:tint, his eyes loſe. all their natural brightneſs , and. ſeem ſunk in 
their orbits, and his rigors, which were at fitſt Night and few, become 1 
more frequent and more ſevere as his diſſolution approaches. A flight, | 
degree of theſe ſymptoms is ſometimes, got the better of by proper 
care and &reatment,; but if they are far ai Ws VOY wag 


| 11 2: We 


a. . 


— 


Pac Ex TEA Na 5 - VIOIENGE: x6ho 


we owe uſe the words of a very excellent writer on this ſubject, I 
mean Berengarius Carpenſis Hie caſus oft de * e . non eva 
dunt aliqui, niff nutu dei. 


1 7 Net Nr ELON TER SHE er 
The ſentiments of a very ancient writer on this matter pay very juſt 104 1 
| that L hope t the reader will excuſe the length of the quotation, g 
4 Qui ſaneſcere poſſunt, vel perituri ſunt, ex his n eſt ; plurimum quidem e er 
<< iplo vulnere, deinde & ex reliquo corpore. Das 
. Ralubriter ſe habentium note ſunt, ulcus non dolens, 8 ces: 
em colorem, ac motum ſervans, & ulcus poſt ſuppurationem imminui. Pus album, 
<-zequale, modice craſſum, non maleolens. Ulcus quod initio album apparuit, poſt ali- 
quod tempus rubeſcere, carnem milio ſimilem producere, ſquamulaſque ſuis temporibus 
e emittere; ſine perturbatione ſomnum capere; 3 fine febre eſſe, cibum appetere z aſ- 
ce ſympfs digerere z æquas excretiones fieri; biene, quæ primis diebus nnn 
t aut eryſipelas cito diſſolvi. ar 05 n DOS 

. Eos, qui periclitantur, cognoſcere let tum aſpedtu, tum ex tis g Meet cates 
66 Fre Ott corpori aecidunt, & iis quæ excernuntur, Color igitur plerumque languidus & 
<< permanens, periculoſus, oculique concavi & extantes, &c. Uleus dolere, magis in- 
« .terdiu, retorridum fieri, atque omni plerumque tumore catete, vel ſaniem manare te- 
4 nuem ac male olentem ; oraſque ſectæ carnis admodum rubras & flaccidas eſſe, atque 
“ ubi magis reflexz ſint, tune abſcedere cutem ab oſſe moleſtum eſt, | meinbranawque 
& yultieratam immobilem eſſe, exalbidam vel lividam apparere, vel nigram, vel pluri- 
+ mum inflammatam aut procidentem, Shave iterum ſponte non ob * re 
6 externa ſordeſcere. Onmasrus de Signis. - 44S 

g Spem vero certam Fs 4 membrana mobilis ac - Cu coloris, caro increſcens rubi- 


7 cunda, facilis motus maxillz, atque cervicis. 


4% Mala ſigna ſunt membrana immobilis, nigra vel livida; vel aliter, eb 
dementia, acris anne, neryorum diſtenſio 135 reſolutio— Caro livida, Are 
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A. Young fellow about TOY 1 0 old was bow by 1 
ſwing of a crane at the water-fide from a window two ſtories 


high, and pitched his head on a ſugar bogſhe ad. He was taken up 
ſenſeleſs, and brought in that ſtate to St. Bartholomew's hoſpital. _... 
He was immediate ly let blood freely, and his head being firſt clean 
ſhaved was very carefully examined, but no external mark of violence 
Was found. Next morning he was bled again, 4nd the ſame operation 
Was repeated i in the evening of that day, and twice in the courſe of 


| the third, 'On the fourth day both the temporal arteries were opened,. 


and bled freely. On the fifth day he died, his ſymptoms not having 


remitted in the ſmalleſt degree,” The Eranium was perfectly uninjured.. 
The dura mater every where adherent, and no fluid of any kind be- 


j tween i it and the Kull. Between the dura and pia mater was a confi 
derable ny ol of fluid 1 77 7 en e en Woe lower pas 


of che brain. : U . 5 Al 154 
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ese achman was hath from bie FRY in Holborn, ha 
"Felon is Head; av it was thought. He became immediately in- 
ſenſible, and was brought ſo to the hoſpital. No mark of violenee Was 
to be found on any part of his head, and therefore, although his ſymp- 
toms were ſuch as rendered an extravaſation moſt probable, yet there 


Was ng auihority for ſetting on the.inſtrument on any particular part. 
Every wa, was done for him both by ag phyfician and myſelf, from 


N | which 
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Covered with grumous blood, firmly adherent to the latter. 
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which any advantage might reaſonably be expected; but on the third 
day he expired, having never ſhewed any ſigns of ſenſe. 
All the ſpace between the frontal bone and the dura mater was 
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| | Bricklayer 8 6 fell from a high ſcaffold, W one arm and g 
A one thigh, and was brought to the hoſpital : about two hours af 
terward i in a ſtate of ſtupidity. When his arm and thigh were put to 
tights his head was examined, but no mark of miſchief diſcovered. He 


was bled freely, and ſtools procured on each day for four, but he con- 


tinued in the ſame ſtate; on the fifth a ſmall tumor aroſe on the right 


ſide / of his head. The ſcal p was removed, and the bone being found 
bare, it was immediately perforated. The perforation made way for a 
large diſcharge of blood, which had been contained between the dura 
mater and kull.. On the firſt and ſecond day from this operation he re- 
mained the fame ; blood was drawn from ſome part of him on each, 
und the diſcharge continued large and free through the opening made 
in the bone. On the third day from the application of tlie trephine, he 
became toward evening ſomewhat ſenſible. On the fourth, having ta- 
Ken a laxatiye medicine, he had a ſmart purging, which laſted ſume 
hours, On, che ſixth he was quite calm and ſenſible, but being redu- 
ged to a very low. ſtate by his free. and frequent evacuations, it was 
thought right-to give him the cortex. This agreed, well with bin, | 
and from this time he had no other difficulty or trouble. 
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"wh bout ten) years old, dbeg up a adder which was fer too 
perpendicularly, fell from an height of more than twenty feet; he 
ur ſome time before he was found, and then was carried home per- 
fectly void of ſenſe. In about three hours after the accident I ſaw him. 
He lay quite ſtupid and ſenſeleſs, now and then vomited, had a hard, 
Full labouring pulſe, and an obſtructed reſpiration. No mark of violence 
appeared on his head: He was bled freely, and had a ſtimulating gly= 
ſer,” which procured a free diſcharge. During three days he was let 
blood twice a day; on the fourth, a ſmall degree of tumefaction ap- 
| peared on the right ſide of his head near to the fagittal. ſuture; it was 
not very manifeſt, fieither did it appear to contain any conſiderable 
quantity of fluid, but the very deſperate circumſtances the child was in, | 
| induced me to open it, and, finding the fkull bare, to perforate. The 
dura mater was covered with blood, which diſcharged freely both at 
the time of the operation, and during all the next day. On the third 
day fromm the operation, he was ſtill inſenſible. A ſecond perforation 
was made Juſt below the firſt, and a third on the other ſide of 
the. ſuture. Blood was diſcharged freely from all three. He! was 
dreſſed lightly, and his pulſe being ſtill ſtrong, more blood was drawn 
from one of the jugulars. The next day he was rather better, but 
far from ſenſible. The day following that, he recovered: his under- 
Randing, and oould make ſigns for what he wanted. It was near a 
week more before n ene but in 570 _ he gor ecke 
well. | 44h $47 17099 Bb 9h 5 145 Nine 
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A 157 between three and Four years A the fon ea asche. in my 
1 neighbourhood, was at play with his brother on a bed, and fell 
from thence on a ſoft bedſide carpet. He pitched on his head, and com- 
 :plained immediatelyof being ſick and giddy, but having vomited, was ſoon 
after ſo well that no farther notice was taken of his fall. On the . 
day from this, his ſickneſs anf giddinefs retutned. Dr. Lee w 
for, who not regarding the hit as having any ſhare in his comp 
gave him an emetic, and ordered him ſome 'of thoſe medicines rg 

are called nervous. For the ſpace of five days from this time, he con 
tinued to be now and then ACE, and giddy, ald was very unwilling to 
Rir ot be ſtirred.” On the eleventh He complained that he could not 
Tee, and that evening had a fort of W. n the thirteenthi His right 
arm became uſeleſs. On the fifteenth he could not ſtand. From 
this evening he became ſtupidJ” and n the eighteenth expired. 
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& Woman "cate to my bob Ebbsplaiaing that her 'hoſband' kad 
A kicked her down ſtlirs and had broke ker full! On the Back 
part of her head was a fmall wound, but the pericranium was not di- 
vided, nor was there any reaſon to ſuppoſe the bone to be hurt. F or 
twelve days ſhe-remained without any geticral oocplatnt; button the 
thittechth SR: WHAT RR” bas ftw Kod 
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I took her into the hoſpital, where ſhe was taken all poſſible care of; 
but ſhe became firſt paralytic, and. then comatoſe, and ſo died. The 
ventricles of the brain were full of extravaſated ſerum, and near the 
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Is Carpenter's labourer. iq Blagkfryers Fell "ay a Nara of 4 copſi- 
A .derable heighth, and in his way, down, ſtruck a Piece of timber, | 
which following him hit him on the head. The man fell on his 
breech. He was brought to the hoſpital ſenſeleſs. The mark c on bis 
head made by the timber was ſcarcely viſible, and did not imply 
any miſchief; underneath, „Ile was freely Na blood, and his body 
emptied, by a glyſter adminiſtered that, days The next day more | 
blood was drawn from. one jugular z; and che third the bame operation 
| repeated. On the fourth. he ſab and on the fifth was ſo ſenſible 
28/491, give; 20; aggount of the pl age from. nou he fell. Op,che 
- fixth; ſeventh," eighth, ninth, tenth, and. ele eventh, he was. free 
from complaint, except on the two laſt he was too! much inclined to 
doſe. On the twelfth he found ſome difficulty i in pronunciation, and 
ſaid, that it was with great difficulty that he could keep himſelf awake, 
As his'pulſe would very well bear it, more blood was drawn V by 
opening the, temporal artedy;. and; a bliter was: applied -to;: bis ner. 
On che Gfteenthſhe'could hardly ſpeak at all, and was peyer/awake/ un. 
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his Jeft ſide, and;on the twentieth died. 7 vt; NB lu % 108 1 
About the lower part of; the brain, was found 8 mall quantity of 


bloody ſerum, and all the! ventricles wore filled with a clear mph. 
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Boy about fiſteen was thrown over the head of a horſe, who fell 

down with him in Smithfield. There was on the ſide of his 

head a large wound with à bare parietal bone; and although there was 

no appearance of fracture, yet the violence having been great, and the 

boy being perfectly ſtupid, I immediately perforated the bare bone, 

ſuſpecting. an exttavaſation on the dura mater. That membrane Was 

| perfectly fair and adberent, nor was there any appearance of extravaſas 

tion either upon or under it. The next day he Was ſtill inſenſible. 1 

examined the membrane again very carefully, in order to ſee whether 

there was any authority for dividing it, but could find none. Blood 

was drawn from different parts in large quantity, but to no purpoſe; he N 
lived three days as it were in a deep ſleep, and then died. There was 

no injury done to the ſkull ; no extravaſation of either blood or ſerum, 

either upon or between the membranes, nor any unnatural appearances 

in the cavities of the brain: but upon the plexus choroides was a FS 

of o ooagu ulated blood, near as ahh te as Hala ſmall cheſnut. | 
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ehe br of vg e * Fung more . once aid,. that al- 
though the ſymptoms ariſing from preſſure made on the brain and nerves, 
or on the meninges, were uniform and clear and perfectly diſtinct from. 
thoſe cauſed by inflammation, . yet that they very ſeldom indicate what, 
| kindof body ſuch preſſure was made by 3 Whether blood, water, or | 
bone; and conſequently, that although the diſorders proceeding from 
preſſure were perfectly diſtinguiſhable from thoſe cauſed by inflamma- 


tion, yet they were not at all or very ſeldom ſo with regard to each | 9 
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to blood and lymph, and what follow will I think in ſome degree 
prove that the ſymptoms ate the ſame, When they are cauſed by 
bone, or by blood and bone together. 9 | mA. The 
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A Aal . nine "years! vid received « blow T7 ericket-bat 
on the upper part of His forchea which broup be him to | the. 
| ground, and deprived him of ſenſe. $1 found binn 1 1 cor t 
tumor on his forehead, and. conlidering the late 5 e inz would 
have removed immediately a part of the ſealp 45 but A, dabbler in, 
ſurgery, who was a relation, undertook to cure him by an applica-, 
tion. On the third day I. Was ſent for again, and found, -him, neat-, 
ly- in. the; ſame ; ſtate as I left. him. 15 divided, the ſcalp. and. found 
a fracture with depreſſion. By means of the trepbine . and elevator 
the depreſſed part was raiſed, and the dura mater being found i in a very. 
good ſtate, and no apparent extravaſation in the caſe, nothing. more. 
was done. at that time. Proper medicines were ardepcd 10 procure 
ſtools, - The next day his ſymptoms were the ſame, except tliat his 
pulſe ,was leſs labouring, and he had not the apopledtic Mettor, which 
he had till then. Lexamined the bone, which lay perfectly firioath, 
nor Was the dura mater at all elevated into the perforation / Blood 
Ws freely drawn; from the temporal arteries; and a ſtimulating glyſter 
allmihiſtered. On the fifth day no alteration,” I applied a trephine 
in the wnddle of "that pare of che bone which had »becy'-depreſied!. | 
aud elevated.” The dura mater was «thinly. covered with grumous 


? 


blood, Wha, being gently wiped away mote of the ſame appeared 
fot tivo or three days this difcharge continued in mall Abantitys the 
8 We his lenſes, * due time got Wenn. 
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Armen woman was thrown out t from, a country waggon, upon: 
a broad flat pavement, and ſaid to have pitched upon her head. 
She was inſtantly deprived of ſenſe, and brought to the hoſpital in 
that ſtate, . Her head was immediately ſhaved and examined, but 
found to be ſo abſolutely, free from; all mark of violence, that I was. 
in doubt of the truth of the account given of her. She was freely 
let blood, and ſome medicines directed to be got down, in order to 
empty her. The next day ſhe was in the ſame ſtate. More blood was 
drawn. off, and her cathartic repeated. The third day, ſhe being ex- n 
actly the fame, both the temporal actexies were opened. On the fourth, | 
there- being no: alteration; determined to apply a trephine on, that, 
part of her head, on which ſhe was ſaid to, have fallen, and which, 
when Fear 7 ee to Rees ſuch motion in her avif it Sale. 
ſome; pain. 10 F WY | EM eben 
In a caſe! & 10 eth) his would, hardly have been an — ak 
rity, but there ſomething was to be. attempted. I removed. a large piece 
of ſcalp, and found the pericranium, though not detached abſolutely, 
yet not naturally or firmly adherent. J applied the trephine, and when | | 
I had worked a few ſeconds, I took. out the inſtrument to clean it, but } 
was much ſurprized to find in it a piece of the upper table of the 
- ſkull. I put in my finger to feel what was underneath, and found that 
it touched the remaining table, which receded from the finger, and 
returned again upon removing it; and when I preſſed the ſaid looſe: 
piece hard, the girl's whole frame was ſpaſmodically agitated... What 
was to be done? It appeared to me, that if all her ſymptoms were not: 


ne 1 the * of the looſe piece, 78 they were certainly ag- 
. 1 * A gravated. 


* 


gravated by it, that it muſt therefore be taken away at all events, 


- and that it was much too large to, be extracted at the prefent opening ; 


beſide which, as it ran upward toward the finus, I ſhould not have 
choſen, to run the riſque of an hæmorrhage from thence while the ſinus 
was covered with bone, I perforated all round the preſent” opening 
with a ſmall trephine, in ſuch manner, that each perforation ſo" bor 
dered on the other as that the whole ſhould make one opening; * 
For near one half of the tircle the outer table only came Sur 
the inſtrument, leaving the inner looſe and covered with blood, but 
in all the lower part, the trephine went through both tables, and left 
the dura mater covered with grumous blood alfs, ''Whet the circle 
was finiſhed, the -looſe portion was cafily taken away; its upper 
part made a part of the ſagittal ſuture, but no blood followed its 
ſeparation,” The dura mater under the whole was thinly covered 
with grurious blood. Next day ſhe retained her urine, and opened 
| her eyes. In two more dhe recovered Her ſpeech, and became as ra- 
tional as I ſuppoſe ſhe evet had been and would in all probability 
have done well, as far as regarded the evils produced by mere preſ- 
fire; but after ſome days walter formed between the detached dura 
mater ad the ful, and the ſymptomatic fever uſualiy accompanying 
ſuch miſchief, Lame on with ſuch! rapidity, that * "8 n * art 
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porter at work at the water-ſide, was knocked down dy a blow 0 
from an iron hook, at the end of the tackle belonging to a 
crane. He was ſenſeleſs for near half an hour, but after that was ſo 
well as to walk home. The next morning he loſt his ſight, and by a 
the evening his ſpeech, and faculty of walking. In this ſtate he was 
brought to the hoſpital. He was largely let blood, and thoroughly 
emptied; and 1 intended, if theſe evacuations did not materially ſerve 
him, to have examined the ſtate of that part of the bone whereon 
the blow was received; but that night he died. 
Upon examining his head, a piece of the inner table of the right 
os parietale, of about an inch and half in length, and not quite ſo 
- broad, was found detached from the outer table, having a quantity of 
blood both between them and on the ſurface of the dura mater. 

_ Theſe are the only inſtances which I have met with of fracture of 
the internal table alone; though I make no doubt, that ſome of thoſe 
who have been ſaid and thought to have been e by codeculiies, 

1 have ſunk under this kind of miſchief... 
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gf N Y frequen tly conver/ing with ſome of that part of the profeſ- 
| fron who come to London to attend the Hoſpitals, and to im- 
44 prove themſelves in the Art of Surgery, it bas appeared to 
me that the FisTULA LACHRYMALIs, though @ very common diſeaſe, 
ii one with which many of them are very little acquainted, either with 
regard to its cauſe, ſeat, or method of cure. Some are totally ignorant 
F every thing relating to it, others who have an imperſect idea of its 
nature, and ſeat, are yet much at a hſs how to vary the method of 
treating it according to its different ftates and circumſtances ; upon 
which diſtinction the probability of a cure does eften i in great meaſure de 
pend; for if thoſe means which are only proper in one flate of the di- 
feaſe be uſed in another, the patient will be fatigued to no purpgſe, and 
_ - he ſurgeon by being frequently diſappointed will be inclined to think theſe 
caſes incurable, which have only failed through his own miſmanagement. 
Were is hardly any chirurgical diſorder which requires. a more cloſt 
regard to all its appearances and variations than this does; and whoever 
expetts fo condutt, it ſucceſifully, muſt attend to it conſtantly : this it, 
perhaps, the great reaſon why it 7.05 ttle under fred: the object is 60 


minut Es 
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minute, and the proceſs WR, 700 Fon to engage " the attention ; befides 
_ which, it hardly comes under the name of an operation, the great and 
almoſt h object which they wha came. hither em. the diſtant. countries. 
have in view; the operative part of ſurgery i is what . they "Bave , - ſeen "the 
la "of; and Therefore they are the more defirous of becoming atquainted 
with it ; this defire is a very laudable one, and ought certainly to be en- 
couruged, but fill the operative part of furgery is far from being the 
whole of it; and I cannot help thinking, that by attending à little more © 
 Ao-what is called common or practical ſurgery, our art might ftill be con- 
fiderably improved, prattitioners . ical wa 2 0 and . wad 
muab benefited. 2 * 8 * 
© The merely curing diſeaſes is not all; that was done {ſooner or later * 
 wobile ſurgery and anatomy were in their moſt imperfect fate, and while 
every branch of medicine laboured under many inconveniencies which, are 
note huppily removed; ; But the di erent methods i in which chirurgical 2 
ordert art treated, or their cures attempted, 101 make | confiderable a 
difference in tbe confinement and ſu Ne Hering of the {gc as to be bes 
#1 wa worth attending to. ey: i 7 5 | 
ug poſſibly be thought foreign to my priftet Foy Gut 7 cannot 
- dmit 1 oppertunity of udding a few words on a | ſubject which. appears to 
me -bigbly Agſerving of ſome ndtite, as its mfluence nay be very extenſive | 
5 and very prejudicial”; it is the 2 We idea which the by- Aanders at an pe- | 
ration generally have of chirurgic dexterity ; lo which word. they aner 
no ober idea" than that of quickneſs.” N bas produced a moſt abſurd 
belle of megfuring the motion of a Varg, band, as Jockeys d that of - 
rie fest of a: horſe, "viz. by a flop-wareb ; H prattice which" though # 
may perhaps have been © encouraged by operators themſelves,” muſt baun 
been protuttive of moſt miſchievous conſequences.” Tute et celeriter are 
n both very proper charatteriffics of a good chirurgic operation ;\ Zur tute 
Ph IF "ev Kol oogebrs in the re the pati e A 
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malleſt injury, from the burry of his operator, has no recompence from the 
reputation which the latter obtains from the by:ftanders. In moſt of the 
capital operations unforeſeen circumſiances will ſometimes occur, and muſt 
be attended to ; and be who, without giving unneceſſary pain from delay. 
finiſhes what be has te do in the moſt perfett manner, and the moſt likely to 
conduce to his patient's ſafety, 1s the beſt operator. ; 
I have endeavoured to make the following tract as plain and as m- 
. - gibleas I can ; and if it ſhould appear 'prolix to thoſe who are already 
acquainted with the ſubject, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that it was 
not written for their information; but if any of thoſe who were un- 
acquainted with it before ſhould from hence gain any uſeful knowledge, 
any end will be anſwered, and T ſhall be very much pleaſed. 
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FisTULa LACHRYMAL 


2 H E antient writers were in POL ſo little en 
2 ; 55 with the anatomical ſtructure of the parts concerned in 
1 this diſoaſe, that both its cauſe, and ſeat, have been very 
Aled repreſented by moſt of them; other diſorders, very dif- 
ferent both from this and from each other, have been confounded un- 
der the ſame general appellation, and the means made uſe of toward 
obtaining a cute, being adapted to ſuch. miſconceptions, were rough, 
painful, and moſt commonly ineffeual. | 

The fluid which perpetually moiſtens the eye, was ſuppoſed to be 
ſecreted by that ſmall eminence in the inner angle, now called the 
caruncule, and to flow from thence upward through the puncta lachry- 
malia*. The Nen Was by e thought to be the n of the 
Tei 9"s | | e ere 


by, Fallogius, who has very accurately deſcribed the puncta bf ſacculus, ad 
duct, as well 12 diſeaſe, has yet fallen i into this common error. Ad oculos ipſqs ex 
faucibus egrediens venio, in quibus primum prætermiſere anatomici duo foramina par- 


* va in angulo interna poſita, quarum, unum eſt in palpebra ſuperiori, "alterum in 
2 —_ 


firmed eee ** Ot 13 * o 


Ba ofle 0 ; quad | joternum angulum vegupet inſculptum. 


1% OBSERVATIONS or Tas 
diſcaſs in os, which was ſaid to be produced, either by a 
rain. on this part. or, by an ahſgeſs formed 


r, by a lodgment + if the/tears;- become actid 
and corrofive in FTE of ſuch ſtagnation ; while othgrs look= _ 


ed upon it as a kind of encyſted tumor. The ſwelling in the inner corner 


of the eye, the frequently-#ttendant ophthalmy, the involuntary flux 
of ſerum down the cheek, the excoriation of the eye-lid, and the diſ- 
coloured diſcharge upon rede. ſtrengthened their ens and con- 
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66 inferiori, in 1 adhuc hominibus, fi i quis inſpicere voluerit appazentia,, que: 
* foramina habent meatus qui ; Cub caruncula encanthidos vel epicanthidos dicta uniuntur 


< in 8 communem ſinum in narium cavitatem deſinentem per canalem proprium 


9 
* 


Ne 7 ae hos EW major lac an pars. ut a in getiben \waliccum obſervavi, ad 
* *Emanat.”? d Fattorie. * ö WL 2 - v2 
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N vüngue Pera plolaretz lachryiuæ per ipſam fiſtulam copiosꝭ extillarent. Hrrpavus. 


- 114 Fiſtula fachrymalis fit ex humorum decurſu, qui ee deny rt angulum 
juxta, Wim. * propter eorum multitudinem, et groſfitatem . exire, &c. hi 
—_— "morantes. ibi diutius corrumpuntur, et locum ulcerant. | Laura duc, 

ie eſt tumor abceſſorius ' ho 1 wege eee nares proveniens. o 


Nile #0: Ilocn +: Patzvs;- 1 
24 LA the-gredt comer. of be eye there is a ak made for beelving and con- 


1 taining che moiſture which ſerves for lubricating t the eye 3 this glandule ſometimes by a 


Seu pituitous defluxion falling viokoty from the bean ſwells 85 impoſtumates 
and ulcerates, &c. Alls Party. 5110 
rk caruncula ab acrĩium humorum aMuxu turget, — intclbaſelty et ab- 


rw ulceraturque, ulcere non rare. in W ee * ut bern os dorrum- 
patur. Mounnxicxs. - © | 


TO veriuſque pre forumen lchryme naturaliter guat. 
| 13 ai at Fas. AB AqvAFENDENTS. pf 
wg Lachryme | venhunt per lac achrymalia . foramine 4uodam Parvo, et quaſi inſenſibili 
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4577 They Who ſuppoſed it to be cauſed 6rigihally by a defluxion of the 


inflammatory kind, tending to produce an abſdeſs, Had reccuùrſe at irſt 
to thoſe'geheral methods and means which were thought moſt likely 


to prevent ſuch eonſequence: theſe not anſwering; they proceeded to 9 | 
open the fuppoſed abſceſs, and to endtavor the digeſtion of it: 1 | 
the other hand; they who ſuppoſed it tö be an eneyſte tumor at- 
temptecl the eridicition"of it either by knife, cauſtic, or cautety and 
all of them taking it for granted, when the diſcherge Was apparently 
purulent, or much diſcoloured, that the bone was rotten, adviſe the 
uſe of eſcharotie applications, ot the hot iron, to deſtroy the calloſity, | 
and to dry and exfoliate the caries; and theſe methods failing, as in 
the nůtute o things they very frequently muſt, they proriounced the | 
wives to be incurableQ. 

A mote minute and bat Genta Led) che- anatoady of * 
a 2 has given us a more true idea of the diſorder; and; furniſhed us 
pgs more rational,. as well as'a' wore ſucceſsful method of treating 

We now know that the earuncule f is not the organ which ſecretes 
= rears, but that this office is performed by a gland, Htuated near 
the outer corner of the eye; that the lachrymal fluid is in its nature 
perfectly innoxious; that an obſtructien in the maſul duct is moſt fre- 
quently che primary and original ae of” the complaint; 3 and that i its 


ſeat is in the ſacculus lachrymalis. N d e e 
Upon theſe principles the modern e have, wich great in- 
duſtiy and ingenuity, endeavoured to find out ſome means, whereby 
this obſtruction: may be removed, and the parts reſtored to their natur 
| ral and healthy ſtats, without ſuch, pain, deſtruction, and deformity, | 
as the antient methods occaſioned z or, theſe failing, to eſtabliſn a 4 
new artificial paſſage, nenen in ſome meaſure er HRS place of” 
che natural one. 2 tb gn 1980 ονοο yi outro u ei ab Fe forks | I 
d dle c hiinmot llc 2 ban bucky 510 3 1 1 
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all theſe means have the merit of being founded on. the natural 
frrucuure of the parts concerned. When, the more eaſy, and mild 
ones ſucceed, the patient gains a conſiderable, advantage; and when 
they. do. not, little time, is. loſt, nor is any more efficacious method 
repdercd. thereby leſs practicable; in this, as, in, very other part of 
ſurgery, the more ſimple; means ought; to be. firſt. tried paig ſhould 


be avoided as much as Pye "__ teh neceſſary. and 
e ee bode ig e een ele 
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6 motions of the exe-lids may he performed with 
"the utmoſt eaſe, that the tunica cornea may be kept conſtantly 
clean; bright, and fit for the. tranſmiſſion, of ihe rays, of light, and 
that- duſt, and other hur tful particles, may be immediately waſhed 
away, ale luer of. the eye is NO ae * a. fine limpid 
fluid. bt ee bb, 3627 wand wad 390 © 41 
" This Avid is dere, principally ehen 2 8 Gstaad under 
4 upper edge of the orbit, near the outward corner of the eye, 
which gland: is of the conglomerate. Kind, and lies in a ſmall depreſy 
ſion of the ds ſtontis; its ,exoretory ducts, or thoſs by which; it diſ- 
charges the ſecreted fluid, piercing the tunica ee juſt above 
vapour; Lion at the upper eye· ids. TT een | 
While the caruncle was thought to be the ſecretory organ of! the 
wears, this gland bore the title of glandula innominataʒ but now that 
its uſe and office are known, it i is called glandula lachrymalis. DIS 11 | 
By irritation from any ſharp or poignant particles, a large quantity 
of this fluid is immediately ſecreted, and by the motion of the eye- 
lids is as immediately derived over the ſurface of the eye, by which 
means ſuch particles are waſhed and —_— off. Sometimes alſo the 
* 
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paſſions of the mind produce un immediate inereaſe of this lymph, 
which. is then ſtrictly and properly called tears; a conſtant ſeeretion of 
too large a quantity cauſes a'difeaſe; ealled epiphora ; and a GI 
of it makes the motions of the lid difficult and painful. 

Although the fluid ſecreted by the lachrymal gland is conſiderable 
in quantity, yet, when it is not ſuddenly produced by irritation from 
without, or paſſion within, it is {6 conſtantly and graddally, bed off, : 
as to create neither trouble, uneafineſs, nor blemiſn. 

The edgey\ of border of each eye - lid, is formed by a thin eattilage,. 
the\figwrs and confiſtenee of which keep the lids properly expanded; 
theſe cartilages are covered by a fine membrane, and are Called cilia; 


their internal edges do, upon every motion, - fveep over every | point of 


the ſurface of the dotnen; this motion, though almoſt imperceptible, 
unleſs attended to, is very frequently performed, and as the [ceretion. 
of the ffuid is alſo conſtant, the ey. 40 this theank kept. always: 
moiſt, clean, and bright. "0 21135521 ir * 433% 55 11197-9118 $146: IE AP 
At the! extternity of each of theſe cartilaginous borders of the eye 
Ide, on the ſide next the noſe, is 5 z ſalt papilla, or etnitiedce ; and. 
in the middle of each of theſe is al fmall hole, or perforation, which- 


being made in the cartilage is not liable to collapſe while the parts are 


in a ſound ſtate, but remains always open; ; they are called the puneta 


lachrymalia,” and their office is to receive the lachrymal fluid, as it 


runs off the cornea along the edges of the eye-lids, thereby prevent 
ing it from trickling down the check j and that there may be no im- 


pediment to the conſtant execution of this office, during che time of | 


ſleep, as well as that of being awake, the internal edges of the cilia: 
do' not come into immediate contact with each Aer in chat Pome: 
where Aa ang we.” aſs 4d 10 
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| „Tro each of Iheſe puncta elke mts 
nous tube, which tubes ſoon enter into: or form a pouch or bag, fitu - 
ated. nean the inner angle pf the eyę, juſt, below / che nion of the two. 
lids, under the mMuſculus.onbicularis: (palpedsarum;i the ſbag is called 
the facculus Hchrymalig. and its office 48: ta. tebeive all ther lymph 
brought by; the puncta and ducts: the upperi part of this ſaceulus lies 
in an excavation, formed partly by the naſal proceſs of the o anaxile, | 
lare ſuperius, and partly by the o unguign the lowet part of it is can 
fined in à long channel. and fotais.- a tuhs, „ot aud, Whichdeſcending 
obliquely. backward, .commynjcates! with dhe: dvi of tha noſef iber: 
hing the os {pongigſum ſuperius, by ag ſize is ſome 
Mae in different. ſubjects. 175 iqyu oh zee Gz tni 11580 
„h This paſſage is called: the Gia Zoos, Moduli oath 
R Ira h it Whatever, is 1 the aceulus from the punRa does, 
in a healzhy:and ſopnd ;ſtpre, oft elf Pads pals. 900 ehe np 947 0 
The membrane which les this ſacculus and, duct. is in e 
- much. like to, the, membrana} pituitaria nęriumio ffom: the ſurface.of 
wav a,gleer viſeig myens, ig eoreted, and by which, the-ſacen]us and! 
N eee 0nd , e, Js albbic fs ni 
„hie the parts, are ing healthy; ſopnd ſtate, the fluid ſecxeted, by, 
5 wal gland, paſſen pff through, the. Pungta, ſacculue and, duct; 
into the noks, .withoyt, avy. trouble, but wheo. they are in, a,diſcafed; 
"tots: the ow 3s; otherwiſe : this, membrane, like all other, vaſcular, = 
Parts. is dinge to. inflammation, by which means it often, happens. 
Hat iti js ſo thickened. ag to Hhſtruct the natal du, and therehy much 


Ipapedey,or fötaliy hinder, the paſſage of any thing,through/it.; in con- 


ſequence of which abſtrudtion the. facculus is filled; by. its natural mu- 
cus, and the derivation of the ſerum from the lachrymal gland thro! 
it being thus prevented, it runs off from the eye-lid down the cheek : 
| Xhis.abſtruRion continuing, and the mucus ſtill lodging, the ſacculus a 
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is dilated, and produces that tumor in the i iimer corner of the eye, 
nd thut diſcharge : upon preſſure, which characterize the firſt ſtate of 
the diſcaſe in queſtion, and, in conjunction with ſeveral other attending 
eee tp its ſeat to wy in 195 ep _ and. aal 
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(brut th 125 of this düst i t uh de in a mot Aer 5 
pet its appearance is very different in different perſons, and 
; under different circumftances. Theſe Yaciations i 4p raren 
. 5 rid 10 1. 2} mi 11 9 þ# 
. The degree of bogen in the nail tee. Oelke 
. The ſtate of the cellular W ee enen th fe 
** The ſtate of the ſacculus itſelf. F 2005 . 26 1 
4. Thakof the bone underneath. We tle 1 
- 9 The general ſtate and habit of the ar ” Ra 
K bSowedne a ſerous kind of defluxion, by which the OY of the 
be d dk art 15 thickenes of to obſtruct, or prevent the paſſage 
of the fluid through them into the noſe, makes the whole complaint ; 
and the cellular membrane on che outſide not being diſeaſed, there i is 
no appearance” of inflammation- In this cafe the duct is ſtopped, and 
the ſacculus dilated; but without any alteration in the colour of the 
ſkin; a fulneſs appears i in the corner of the eye next to the noſe; and 
upon the application of a finger to this tumor, a clear viſcid mucus 
i ae thro' hs ap a View Ran feels n * 
i: N98 tit P Tottt 31 F ec * nor 
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eſſentially from each other, the general cuſtom Tn all by the one name bf H. 
os Rm | is abſurd. | | 
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vor finds any inconvenience, except what is produced by the dif: 
charge of U Ig ee EI" 'of the lymph down: the 
cheek. . 1110 eit ite neut arg 11522600115 Win be 
1 Hin ſhe esnecbs l e Suben med 
times cloudy, and looks as if it had a mixture of milk or cream in it: 
at firſt waking ſome of it is generally found in the corner of the eye, 
and the eye - laſhes, being ſmeared over with 5 N my moſt n 
monly adhere together in the morning. 

This is the moſt fimple Rate, of the tale, what. the Fresch ive 
galled the hernia, or hydrops ſacculi lachrymalis; ; It. is frequently mat 
Vith, i in children who. have. been rickety, or are ſubject to glandular 
obſtructions; and in this ſtate it ſometimeb remains for ſome years, 
ſubject to little alterations, as the health or habit ſhall, happen to vary, 
the ſacculus being ſametimes more, ſometimes leſs. full, and trouble- 
ſome ; the mucus which is preſſed out is ſometimes more, ſometimes 
leſs cloudy, and now and then it is attended with a ſughe ophthalmy, 
or an inflammation, 3H oy ee bps Os 1 pope is 

afraid.” | 22 
+ e up] ated, ti 99 9 ma Afi dees | 
only: by, preſſures the chief inconveniences: are the weeping eye, "and 
the gumming together, of the lids, after fleeping:\ but theſe, by be- 
ing attended to, may be kept from being very troubleſome, and if 
the diſsaſe makeg no farther progreſs, may he fo tegulate@as as ito render 
* more painful proceſs. totally unnegeſfüOr u. 
_ If the dilation. is conſiderable, ! the ſwelling is more e the 
quantity of mueus'is larger 3, it is alſo in this Nate: more frequently mixt 
and; cloudy, and more trou dleſome, from the more frequent Hevefilty 
of emptying. the bag; but if the patient be adult, it may, even 
| in this mote dilated, 1 : of. ity be kept, from being very inconve- 
nien. 2&6 vt N * Alt Brake g de Wo K % ade dr 98 51445 Wa0” Fe? 4744.0 
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II afvinflamenatich cothes on, the tumor is thereby confiderably in- 
creaſed, the diſcharge is larger, as well during ſlerp as upon pteſſure; 
the fin covering it loſes its natural Whiteneſs and ſoftneſs, becomes 
hard, and ucquires an inflamed redneſs; and with the mucus a mixture 
of fomethimg /, which in colout refembles matter; is diſcharged, eſpe- 
cially if the-prefſure be made with any force, or cotitinaed for any 
time: this circumſtance, added to the painful ſenſation, and inflamed 
appearance of the parts, has been productite of a ſuppoſition chat in 
this e there is either an , or al an abſceſs within the faccalus or 
dud. f 
As this is an opftion which, the 11 way pofibiy ſotnetimes have 
ſome foundation in truth, yet is in general entertained much too haſti- 
ly, and is alſo the principal ſource whence, moſt of the miſtakes con- 
cerning this diſeaſe have ſprung, I. e beg ne * I ae a 
4 few words on this fubject. 297 
*PIt has already been obſerved; that eld the: rtr of "Ig en 
brane Which lines theſe parts a thin mucus is ſecreted, by which its 
ſurface is ſmeared ovet, in the ſame manner as is that of all the mem- 
brane which covers or lines the fauces, lärynx, and internal parts of 
the noſe, the antra of the jaws, and the finuſes of the ſphehoid and 
ethmoid bones, &c. While the lchrymal ſue is ftee from diſeaſe, 
and the ductus ad nares open; this wugus is nearly limpid in colour, 
mall in quantiity, and paſſes: inſenſibly into the noſt with the fluid 
from the lachrymal gland; but when, by the obſtruction ef che nat 
duct, that paſſage is denied, it neceſſatily lodges in the ſacculus; by 
diſtending and irritating. its containing bag it is Incteaſed in Auagtity, 
altered in colour, and diſpharged at che puncta lachrymalia, as it eithet 
becomes too mich for the fac to eontain, r is it is forced out by Pre 
ute. This is a ſhort and fuccinck account of the truc nature of the 
| Uſeaſe, and ſuch. as will fairly and wuly accu for all its ſyriptbits 
Hanfzno DON Bb 2 + ane 


From. its pale yellow hue is taken for matter, is not matter, but nuch 
| which i in this part, as well as ſpyęral others in the body, does, either 
| by being confiried beyond, the neceſſary time, or by inflammgtion, or 
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py appearances,. without any tecourſc.to either abſceſs; or -ulcar, jCic- 


cumſtances which very ſeldom, if ever, attend it. U $199 3:53 
That which is mixed with the clearer part of the mucus, and which 


irritation of the gland; or membrane which ſecretes, or contains it, or 
eyen from general affetion' of the habit, put on a yellow, purulent 
colour, Where there A neither e hor, Wes: in. Pe at whenoe 
it comes. POINT Pers 

80 many inſtances of this are peel as to put the matteribeyond 
alldoubt.; the urethra, vagina, and all the ſinuſes of the head which 


communicate with the noſe, furniſh. us with them daily ; the linings 


of all | thele are conſtantly imbued with a mueus naturally clear, and ng 


more in quantity, than 15 neceſſary to keep the memhranes moiſt; but 
eithen inflammation or irtitation does immediateh ſo, add, to its 
Auantity, and ſo alter its colour, that in the two former the ſame. miſe 
take has often been made as; ig the ſubject, in queſtion; that is, the 


Vicharge bas been thoughtrto, en and produced denten 
tion bf Ahe parts. YH See en ee aus; ne unt offs. on d 
+1 Thoſe: two fluids pus! and eee been e 


| confounded.tqgethes, do really differ ib willy from each. other in their 
natbre, conſtitutipn, ſources, purpoſes, and effects, that to diſtipguin 
them properly, and to point out -the,true; 


charatter of each, ſeems to 
be a matter of much importance: ĩt ee me too wide from my 


preſent purpoſe, to attempt it in this place, and therefore 1 {hall only 
| jaſt mention what may eng merely fo illaſiraie that... log di bowl; 


E L Congeive rightly of his affair, mpuevs,/ conſidered in a general 
ſenſe, is the effect af a natural ſecretion made by glands, membranes, 
or e baglies ee for that _—_ tand is ſo far from. _ 
1 8 d + | origina 
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originally the; conſequence of diſeaſe, that, in a due quantity, it is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for ſeyeral very important purpoſes in the animal 
cconomy; which purpoſes, when this fluid is deficient, muſt be ill- 
Executed, and ſome kind of. diſeaſe, or defect follow: whoever: will 
reflect upon. the uſes, of it in the  \inteſtines, joints, ſheaths, or cap- 
| ſulz, of, the tendons, in the ſinuſes of the {kull ſerving the. purpoſes 
of ſpeech, in the cavity of the noſe, where the olfactory nerves do 
their duty, in the proſtate. gland, larynx, tr achea, urethra, and va- 
gina, will be eaſily, convinced of the truth of this aſſertion, both with 
regard. to its natural uſes in a healthy, ſtate and proper quantity, and the 
ſhare. it frequently has in ont produgion att Aalen n it is either 
vitiated or redundant. eee 29599 BUD e 
Fus, or matter, js gextainly. no Bangen enen 3 ſuppuration, the? 
it, is an act of nature hen ſome, parts of the body have been. forcibly 
divided from each other, is nevertheleſs to bt: regarded as the effect of 
violence and deſtruction, at leaſt of diviſion; | for, without entering 
minutely into the origin or nature of it, I believe I may venture to- 
affirm, that the diſſolution of ſome. of the ſolid particles of btoken 
capillary veſſels, and a mixture ofaſome part of the Juices: which 
ſhould circulate thro' them, make a neceſſary part of its production 
however conſtant its appearance may he in the progreſs toward healing 
a wound, or ſore, yet it never is produced, even i in the ſmalleſt quan- 
© tity, without ſome degree of erofion, ſome breach in the natural true 
ture of be parts; and. when ſuch Hoff HARA the chen nei 
| win, Mee tl o hls rl; e ett 2104] 
On the contrary, mucus may by irt n or een 
on, its ſecreting or ontaining, Parts or grgans, be increaſed to a quan- 
tity fat beyond what. is heceſſary or uſeful, and produce. chereby a dif 
eaſe in parts w where there is not the beaſt degtee of ſolution of conti- 
nuts. as .. che caſes of ae ape in the bladdgrs, flor e 


. 
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and fimple: gleets from the urethra; as alſo in cht uind of defluxion 
on the noſe and fauces, e a 3 and in wy om ef. 
fect of alliſternutatories. u ett, er AC TRL 
| lecker differences between the: nature ak brepertter of the tws 
fluids might be mentioned; but if theſe already cited are juſt,” they 
will be ſufficient to evince the impropriety of „nir thein . ä 
ther, either with regard to theory or practice. e e 3) 
Nor is this miſtake of diſcoloured mucus een sas 8 0e 
lachrymal ſac only; the two circumſtances of pain, and yellow c- 
lour, having in almoſt all times produced the faine miſconception in 
the virulent gonorthea of both ſexes: this has been called pus, and 
being ſaid to proceed from ulcerations in the urethra and vagina, tho* 
the repeated teſtimony of thoſe who / have, immediately after death, 
examined the parts of perſons ſo diſeaſed, has often been produced to 
the cotitrary, and tho the diſcharge itſelf, when properly examined, 
will always prove the contrary: - inflammation and irritation of the 
' membranous: linings- of the urethra, and vagina, will fully account 
for all the appeatances in this diſeaſe, in which there is neither mat- 
ter, nor ulcer, nor abſceſs: "whoever-will attend to the diſcharge 
made from a purulent ulcer, will find it widely different Wort that ; 
| which iſſues from either of the above parts in the gonorrhea.” © 
Agio, in caſe of ſtrictures in the male urethra, the diſcharge 0 oeca- 
| fioned by a bougie, properly and judiciouſly uſed; is a diſcoloured mu- 
cus, and not matter, though it is genetally ſo called: it is from the B 
diſcharge of- this mucus, and the dilatation of the paſſage,” that' the 
relief is obtained, not from any deſtruction or diviſion of parts: the 
bougie, which produces true matter, does much more harm than good, 
NN a ſore where there was none, and where there ought to be 
- How often do catarrhous: defluxions on the trachea, and la- 
| os wear toward the cloſe 4 deep purulent colour, ſo a8 to deceive 
SET | | | | | the 
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the unknowing into an opinion, that it is matter upon the lungs? But 
no judge of theſe things ever had recourſe to abſceſſes or ulcers for a 
ſolution of ſuch appearance. The argument drawn from the quantity 
of theſe diſcharges is as erroneous as thoſe taken from its colour; as 
an inflammatory defluxion on the part does generally occaſion the lat- 


ter, ſo mere irritation will produce the former, which does alſo gene- 


rally ceaſe when the irritating cauſe is removed or appeaſed. How im- 
mediately is a moſt troybleſome teneſmus cured by a glyſter of ſtarch 
and opium? What large fœtid diſcharges are made from behind the 
prepuce of many perſons, not only free from all venereal taint, but 
without any ulceration of the parts, by a kind of exſudation? To- 
what length of time will they not continue, if neglected, and how 
immediately do they ceaſe by the uſe of a ſpitituous or vittiolic waſh ? 
How often is the fluor albus, even in ſome of its worſt circumſtances, 
moderated, not to ſay cured, merely by waſhing away the acrid mucus, 
which, lodging in the ruge of the vagina, continually irritated the 
parts to a freſh diſcharge, and perpetuated the diſeaſe? What quantity 
of ſlime is there in the urine of thoſe who have a ſtone in the bladder ? 
And how totally does it ceaſe, upon that ſtone being diſcharged, or 
taken away? Whereas neither cleanſing of parts, nor removal of irri- 
tating bodies, does, or ever can procure an immediate ceſſation of a 
diſcharge of true matter, which being occaſioned by a ſolution of 
continuity, an exoſion or divifion of the parts whence it proceeds, muſt 
decreaſe gradually, ak at laſh: Can: Pee: ceaſe wp ſuch kan eie 
Whole again. tt 
In ſhort, the two. fuids are fs Aae diferent and aifinR, that 
the blending them together in our ideas of diſeaſt, proceeding: from, | 
or producing either of them, cannot be too induſtriouſly avoĩded. It 
is a ſubject on which a great deal more might be ſaid, às it would 
e or have relation to 1 diſorders which perhaps are not 
| ſufficientlx 
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ſufficiently! underſtood, or attended to ; but being beſide my ee 
purpoſe, I ſhall ſay no more about it, only deſire, that I may not be 
mĩiſunderſtood, as if I meant to aſſert, that there never is abſceſs bl. 
ulcer in the lachrimal fre, and duct: No, I only mean to ſignify, 
that it is my opinion, that the yellow or purulent colour of the diſ- 
charge, which is generally received as a proof of ſuch, is no proof at 
all ; that this colour may be, and moſt frequently is, dependent on. 
other cauſes; that tho by the ſuppuration of the cellular membrane 
covetirig the ſacꝭ the upper part of it ſometimes becomes ſloughy, and 
burſts}! yet the lower part of it, and the naſal duct, are often at the 
cams time perfectly ſound ; and that there never is abſceſs or uleet 
within, while the {kin is entire and preſerves its natural hue, and ſoft- 
neſs, let the colout of the diſcharge be ever ſo yellow; circumſtances 
| eee conſequence in the treatment of this diſeaſ QQ. 
The inflammation of the cellulat membrane covering the ge, is. 4 
2 ciitutiidlebes? which makes a cotifiderable difference, both in the ap- 
pearanee of the diſeaſe, and in its requiſite treatment; in ſome ' caſes: 
it is confined merely to the ſurface of the tumor in the corner of the 
eye; in others it ſpreads ſtill e Rr wo an eee "cheek, 
and ſide of the noſe. nt e. 2] 118 gy 22 
When the parts are in this ſtate, the mucus within OY bile has ge- 
nerally the appearance. of being matter, thut i is, it wears a deep yellow 
colour, and is of a more thin conſiſtentèe; if the puncta lachrymalia 
are naturally large and open, and the inflammation confined to the ſur- 
face of the ſac, its contents will paſs off pretty freely, and the ſkin 
will remain intire ; this i what the” antients called the e or 
imperfe@, or- anchylops, ee [2 
But when the ſkin e the e bag has heed, for fome 
time inflamed, or ſubject to frequently returning inflammations, it moſt 
een n. that the . b are affected 0 it, and 
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nhe-floidinot, hivikg an opportunity of paſſing of chte them, diſtends 
cue iaflamel fl ih, ſo that at laſt it becomes ſloughy, and burſts exter- 


— This is that ſtate of the diſeale which is called perfect Aigy- 
I0ops, ot Mgylopsz the diſcharge!which uſed to be made thro the puncta 


Jachtymalia, while the ſkin was intire, is now made thre” the new 
opening, and by excortating the eye lids uncl cliec inettaſes the in- 
Rammation, and gives the diſeaſe a much mote difagreeabls -#ppear- 
ance. In ſome the matter burſts thio” a: ſmall hole, and after it has 
diſcharged itſelf, the tumor ſubſideb, the neighbouring parts become 
coli and tho the fkin covering the ſurfare of the faceulus is ſloughy 
and faul, yet there is no reaſon to believe that the ſac itſtiſ is much diſe 
eaſed below in others the breach is large the ſkin remains hard and ink 
flamed, and from the appearance of the: fore, there is rraſon to 
ſuppoſe: the whole-infide of the bag to be in a diſeaſed ſtatæ; and 
in ſome caſes, which have been muck neglected or irritated by ill 
iteatment, the cavity of the ſdeculus ſeems tu che filled: with a looſe ill- 
matured fungus, which gleets largely; and produces inflacamitrion _ 
excoriatipa.of'all the parts about. 1 agb illi l . 40 
bete is allo another circumſtance! which 3 is aum 1 to 
attend this diſorder, viz. a carious ſtate of the bones This was by our 
forefathers ſuppoſed to-be a frequent one, and was the principal reaſon 
for their ſo free uſe of cauſtic, cautery, and ſcalpra, in the treatment 
of it; but ſince the diſcaſe has been more minutely examined into, this 
circumſtance has been found to be a very rare one. When the fiſtula 
mobrymalis is. «ſymptom of the lves veneres, as iti ſometimes is, the 
bones are ingeed often garious i cbat/then;, the fiſtola is: not the original 
complaint, but produced ſecondatily, and. is a gonſeqdenge of. the diſ- 
eaſed; tate of the os ethmoides,..and.,ofla, ſpongioſa of the poſe; and is 
not curable by any local means. or applications; but. depends infirely on 
the Furrer e Aiſeaſe ane 5 eee L315 hat nb t: 


Cc enn 4 I have 


Diel 
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I have haye alſo.ſcen an-abſceſs after the ſmall-pox,; which; by falling aon 
the Jachrymal. hag, chas,made. it all Apa, wal, and; bas che, bones 
3 which eircumſtance I ,have, alſa hen, attend: the free y/c, of 
2 e e to deſtroy, what ig called the cyt ; but without 
the acceſſion. of ſon mY her. diſerd POS e eee e 
method of treating the Ie I belieye that. 4, caries af the bones 
will, very 585 met with & Mage che combination, pf. pther 
W 1 a ral. b it, 0 alffgeting the ſama, gr; the 
| 17 8. 55 po ung parts, often make. a very, material difference, both 
int SUTRA 5 dlicegler, in che prognaſiic, and in the proper 


method of tr (of pre it, which: therefore dhould always. be eaquired into: 


for in patient is ſumetimes ſubject to an habitual ophthalmy; 
| or lip or bp 8 ah 92 Tre ae tene ens = good. deal 

additional trouble during the cure ;, reer diente 
& the m e and Jr's of the ethmoid bone, or a. polypoſe exr 


0 ciefornce within, the now WS; now nd. the combined, with-it che 


85 


habit is ſome 1 aue befo ved, [infected wit ; 
venerea, of le this diſcaſe os bir 9d fee with the lues 


obſtruRions, are its too fr frequent ka 379 Tap” ee 4255 
Y (5 PER Fr SU fry n * Fr Tt $. W = 
all, (i is foutetimes cancerous. Ki f 5 op a KA On: 
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ente zn its primary and molt/imple/ fate, confilts in a detentipn; 


or dd ment of mucus in the Jace -ulus Lacht Y oe conſequencg'of 
| 71 tyra >} | 1. * N 
| ada of Wa nat 7 from pu ot tb 2g ag inte the noſe 3; 


thut at by meals of this 0 8 Hcchlus Is. nel bred, and, 
| ſometimes bia e e 5 7 W Iachrymal, | 


in 1+ d 
8 e glan 


Ne 
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I Seer b eb tc the Pubcta Hehrytvalia, being Ptebefted by the 
— Cs onal it, runs dw. us eee And thats: 
tore that e Var dEFErRIC afk of the re Tell, 0 
Grd chmtiöt in che führ Cbräkt Of the 0e, ac t gan Uf . 
Att dot tät fer of the face, and 4 diſchafe 5 mucu thro! the th 
püncta lachirytmalia u up pon preſfare, un ee dn en TY £7 k 
ar ü nean. being or ob p ro Faced y the rg et e e. a. 
türal duct, it tows, Oni The Ke curative Intention is, the rem oh 
of thar bbſtruction; 9 ich is fometimes pr ö ract Ricable le, PE: often 
not; the degre& of RR les dare che e the 3 pn 


IAN 
| aud bine other rcumſtantes, rendkrisg it's more ov de _ 
fubfectx. qo lunge cg 07 #914 2911291101. 21 121254 9 SRL 


Phat che ine xperienesd Prüctitioner ma be gu uar ; ging 
r a noſtic, or making attemp ts, hich e 1 Ts to the 
nt, muſt ! in the end prove Ruitleg ; and Pin pe mes Te enabled 
unacithbe the diſeaſe more perfectly, 1 raging take the libe berty to d 915 
vide i into four g general heads, « or keg, 246 1 Ne 


w ich all its left leſſ ler di- 


f Men da be cant Ned d. stti 911 21711 115 
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Y The firſt confiſts in a ſimple dilatation of the: Tm lus, and obſtruction 


of the naſal duct, diſcharging upon preflure a a mucus either quite clear, 


or a little cloudy ; the ſkin covering the bag being intire and perfectly | 
free from inflammation. | 


In the ſecond, the Amor is OVA <2 . "DE the fin which co- 
vers it is in an inflamed ſtate, icy intire; and the diſcharge my 
t co 


— 


oy 2 hay phe 7 15 1 a pale Fellow, or, purulen 


ef vidoet aut m1 gonuats 4s eee 
In the third. the ſkin covering t e hreculus is Is become flotighy and. 
| burſt, b by Which means the ſwelling i is in ſome meaſure leflened ; but, 
the mucus, which while the ſkin was entire, uſed to be preſſed cut 
n the W lachrymalia, "now Aiſcharges itſelf thro the new 


Ce 2 aperture; 3 


N 
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aperture; the ductus ad nares, borh in this and the preceding ws 
are hot otherwiſe diſtaſed, than by the thickening. of its lining, - 

by: the fourth, the paſſage from the; ſacculus lachrywalis into the 
noſe i is toully obliterated, the infide of: the former being either ulcera- 
- td: or filled up wich a fungus, ane N r N a caties MD 
the bone underneath. _ WS EWA ah Pf 


| . [Theſe will, I #hiok,- comprehend « Wy 1 and Srsttatd of 


the diſeaſe, and, if attended to, will in . N the Pon 
method of: tyenting ito 2g; e fot 27 AT Nac nel 
. The: ancients, who-tufpoled this diſorder 10 its Sth te to be an 


| infleniaiatary defluxion from the brain on the carunele tending to lup⸗ 


purate, directed their firſt attention to prevent ſuch 1 margecd; for 
Whieb pufpoſe they employed phlebotomy, cathartics, iſſues, fetons, 


 ealllyaia, and refrigerant applications of all ſorts ®; and theſe not fuc- 
ceedings they had recourſe to ſuch as Ny 4 would Halden the 


laparaties'@" HO DLO 8 en 
b 330 1 221 be 35. 4.4 * n. Nen ol 51 By 
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* Fg old: wh ew have mor fünf ja) 8 &c. Which they uſed upon 
this occaſion, 1 iſſues and ſetons they lay great ſtreſs on, which practice 'may immedi 
ately ſatisfy us what was their opinion. of the nature of the giſerſe hols 11 10 

* Omnium vero præſtantiſſimum eſt ſetaceum, materiam enim ad oculos fluentem po- 
<< tenter ad ſe trahit et evacuat, caput ad omnibus excrementitiis humoribus expurgat, et 
66 egregie corroborat, quid plura, tanti eſt momenti 1 "pri an ae lachryalalem | 
80 * hoc Le ieee bene 6 OT & Ito id 

* Mt.“ Serjeant iſeman moſt certainly did not underſtand PR Gaſs and -miſtook it: 
either for a tumor of the encyſted kind; or for an r defluxion, and treated 15 
as as” bis words are, 

« Xgylops is a tumor of the inner canthüs of the « eye, Valid igen =theroma- 
4 tous, or, of the; nature of a mgligeris, ur fometimes with inflammation: the cauſes of 
4 "Zgylops are the ſame that produce. the like tumor in other placts; but ſometimes it is 


% made by fluxion, and appeareth 1 as a phlegmon f eee it * 
* made ws congeſtion,” 


th N : 
7 | 1. The 
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- By the improper uſe of medicines of, the latter kind, it frequently 


happened that the ſkin became inflamed. and burſt; the diſcharge 
which neceſſarily followed this accident, together with the heated ap- 
pearance of the parts about, confirmed their opinion of 2 collection 
of matter within, and according to ſuch ſuppoſition, they attempted. 
to obtain a cure by dilating the orifice, and endeavouring to make an 


incarnation from the bottom of the hollow; not being "acquainted 
with: 


5 + + ) . | a l I 
_w „ p „ 4 # „ * 4 . «4 . 1 * -» * 5 ©. * « 7 . 4+ » 
j F 2 


| 133215; un 
2 © The indications of cure are taken from the A 664 Bi whether it be in its begioning 
< with inflammation, or by congeſtion, paſling its matter ſorth under the cilium into the 
eye, in which caſe it is fiſtulated. Anchyclops has alſo its n wy of treating 25 
other tumors of the glands.“ 
Without any deſign to criticiſe on the ſtrange unimtelligibility of the Serjeant's lan- 


guage, I believe, I may venture to ſay, that no man who is not previouſly acquainted 
with the nature of the diſeaſe, will learn from hence that its ſeat i is in the lachrymal ace 


and that an obſtruCtion in the naſal duct is the firſt cauſe of it. L 
To come ſtill nearer, or even into, our own time, Pr. Daniel Tuer comp Atrea- 

tiſe of ſurgery, which was univerſally diſperſed, and read all over the kingdom, and was- 
at that time generally looked upon as a true repreſentation. of the London practice: the- 
Doctor ſays, * Anchylops or Ægylops, are diſeaſes of the internal canthus of the eye, 

«© in which the lachrymal gland is concerned, and from whence the fiſtula of the fame 
&* part is denominated: the prognoſtic may be gathered from the method of cure, in 
« which, univerſals premiſed, ſuch as bleedings, purgings, &c. you may attempt to 
& diſſolve the humour by ſome gentle anodyne, or diſcutient cataplaſm, but if it inflame 
« and ſuppurate, you muſt haſten maturation, as well as the diſcharge, by reaſon of 
e the part it lies upon; but when notwithſtanding all your endeavours to incarn and . 
<<. plutinate, the: matter continues to diſcharge itſelf, not only by the out ward orifice, 
tc but alſo under the cilium into the eye, you muſt try ſome more powerful deſſecatiye.“ 

I believe no one will venture to ſay, that the nature and ſeat of the diſeaſe is more or 
better explained by what the Doctor has ſaid, tha by the Serjeant; and. I think it is 
perfectly clear, that neither of them had any true idea of it at all, they both miſtook. 
the caruncle for 'thg, lachrymal gland, and the diſeaſe for an encyſted, or a ſcrophuloys 
tumor, which 'ought to be brought to ſuppuration ; the. lachrymal ſac, the ductus ad 
nares, their uſe; and the diforder of them Santi the complaint i in queſtion, they were. 
totally 9 with. | 
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with the ſituation; or uſe of the naſul duct, they took no kee 
in from the Bbſtructibn wider Which it Iabeured, but dreſſing the fore 
like 4omition ümpbſthumatien, petinitted it either to be filled up 
with lodſefangus; or tb contract Itſelf to a narrow fiſtulous orrfice; 
which daily diſcbarging à diſcoloured kind ef fluid, and not healing 
by ſuch means ac they made uſe of, they concluded the bone undtr- 
neath was carious and made way down to itꝭ either by removing the 
parts with a cuttinꝶ inſtrumemt, or by deſtroying them with cauſtic 
and cautery, intending to e e an r"exfolittion, and n a” firmer 
baſis to heal O. Hosen 30 61 a gie ub nt hen 15 e 11 
Buy Sage tht why) of the ec naſalio has been Known. "ſince it 10 
al 


is really the ſaceulus eee both the Univetition of cure, and the 
means, have been conſiderably aleeredii ! i il ni 2512 atiot 
In the firſt and moſt fimple Nate of the diſeaſe; viz. that of mere ; 
nu ins, without inflammation, much pains have been taken to re. 
ſtore” the parts to their natural Rate and uſe, without! malking any 
wound tot diviſiowat alt; the introduction of à probe, the f weckion of . 
a fluid, 'and a conſtant compreſſion made on the outſide of the ſacculus 9 
in the eorfler of the eye, are tlie principal! means. by "which this has 
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o furmum. ejus foraminis excipiendum, 85 fofumn, id amp heut: in tals 
ails, uſque a0 0 excidendum. Czlsbs. 


Corpus id quod inter angulam ung de ad abſceſſum «t ONT ELL et carnes : Aae | 
edutimus, PI hor proces ruptus fuerit apa. e id Wy eminet mien 
ad os excidendum. F} Pautus. 11 19 v9 +; STI ; RIG 

Si vero per hæc medjcamenta non curetur, aut 1 * "Rt eſt f o 
«ſt corruprum de fubtus,-quare1 tune pportet locum eee et os cortuptum removeri. 

e nnen K \ l LANFRANC. 


j 

4 21 

18.29 
L - 


Some few years ago M. Anel made probe of ſo ſmall a ſiae as to 
he capable of paſſing from the eyerlid into, the noſe, being introduced 
at,,one; (of the puacta lachrymalia, and paſſing through the ſacculus 
ande duct go with whichprobe he propoſed to break Wee ſmall ub 
ſtruction, which might be found in its paſſage. fond vet WE CO M17 

He alſoũnvented a ſrynge whoſe pipe is ſmall 3 to enter one of 
the punsta. and by that means to furaiſn an opportunity of ĩnjecting a 
liquor into the ſacculus, and duct; and with theſe; two inſtruments 
he pretended. ta be able to cure the diſeaſe whenever it conſiſted in ob- 
ſtruction merely, and the diſcharge was not much diſcoloured. The 
fitſt of thee, via. the paſſage of a ſmall probe thro the puncta, has 
a plaufible appearance, hut will, upon tial, be found very unequal 
to the talk aſſigned ; the very {mall ze; of it, its neceſſary flexibility, 
and the YA, little reſiſtance it iso capable of making. are manifeſt 
deficiencies in the inſtrument; the quick ſenſation in the lining of the 
fac, and duct, and its. diſcaſed ſtata, are great objections on the fide 
of the, parts, ſuppoſing that it Mas capable of anſwering any valuable 
x which, it, meſt certainly, is APE Inu Hors o 21766 my 41001 


10 0 0 paſſing a fine probe from one of the pundalechrymalia- 
into t 12 noſe is very practicable, I know from experience; but I alſo 


know f from, the fame experience, that the pain it gives, and the inſſam - 
5. 5 it often excites, are much greater Fon any benefit Re ng | 
or r can ariſe from it. 
It is ſaid that the principal uſe of this probe is to clear the nette 
ducts leading from the puncta into the faceulus, and the obſtruction of . 
| thoſe duQs is often mentioned as a part of 4his diſeaſe 0 by which ont 
would. be. led to ſuppoſe that it Was a eircumſtance which frequentix 
occurred, whereas it is ſeldom if ever met with; and when it des 
happen, can never produce die diſeaſe in Aueſtion, the prime ipal cha- 
RT. f WHICH 15, 4 aa into the inner corner of the eye 
$324 344 ne ine ein e upon 


* 
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upon preffufe Wade im the angle ; this discharge is made bil wd te- 


cufus, thro” the punta, And proves that the latter ate pen; the paſſing 


a probe tHetefore thro” thels feems to be perfectly unneceſfdry, ſince 
4 ſtoppäge of them would never give riſe to that diſcafe, which con- 


| fiſts 1 in an obſtruction to the'paſſige of iny ching from che fac inte the 
Hoke, and not from the eye into the RC ae 123 N Mas kl. 


The rings, if uſed jadicioully while the di ſeaſe i recent, the fic 


very little dilated, and the mucus perfedly clear, will ſometimes be 
| found ſerviceable); | T have uſed it where, T think, it has been much 


. 


; ſo; I have by means of it injeted a fluid through | the facculus into 


the noſe, and in two or three inſtances have effected cures by it, but 4 
have alſo often uſed it ineffeQually ; ; it gives no Pain, and a few trials 
render the uſe of it very little troubleſome. _ 


Fabricius ab Aquapendente invented an inflrument, which's was fo 


4 Sättel 15 bt means of a ſcrew to make a preſſure externally on the 


5 — 6 


 Tachrymal' bag, from the uſe of which, he fays his patients received 
much benefit; this inſtrument has been conſiderably improved by late 
practitionets, and i is ſtill recommended as very uſeful. 

| Al the good” that can be obtained' by compreſs and "bandage, | this 
ſcrew i is capable of Procuring z/ ; but it is alſo ſubject to all the ſame i in 
conveniencies, ariſing from the impoſſibility of determining exaQly 
the due degree of preſſure, for if it be ſo great as to bring the ſides 
of the uppex. part of the ſac into contaft, all communication between 
it and the puncta win be thereby, ftopts, 0 lit, be but ſlight, the Accu 
mulation. will not be prevented, nor does it. in either caſe contribute. to 


ginal cauſe of, the diſcaſe. 15667613 33365) 24.34 2557 
If the curative intention, Was: to, procure. an union of he Ta of = 
 acculus,) as in the caſe of parts feparated from each other; by the for- 
Nie © of matter or floughs, and the ee could be made uniformly 
OY, „ and 


- 


p the removal of t the obltry vation in in the naſal, duct, the primary 39g otix. 
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and bonſtamtly, pbſfibly it might be To managed as to anſwer a valu- 
able purpoſe'; but as that is not the intention; the preſſure, whether 
made hy an inſtrument, or by a common roller and compreſs, con- 
tributes little or nothing toward a cure, nor did I ever cone fled 
by it, although I have ſeveral times tried bob 
That ſore: ſhght obſtructions of the naſal duct have gone: o . 
enen has been uſed, I do not deny, but am in great doubt 
concerning the ſhare which it had in removing them, having ſten 
more than one inſtance of a cute being obtained by the uſe of a pro- 
per regimen and medicines, in ſlight and recent caſes, where: nothing 
was uſed externally but a vitriolic collyrium ;. and having been always | 
* in my attempts hy mere bandage of any kind. 
Beſides theſe means of attempting a cure without inciſion, the gen- 
ere the French Academy have favoured us with ſome othere, 
fſuch as, the introduction of a probe into the lower part of the naſal 
duct wichin the noſe, the injection of a fluid by the fame orifice, the 
paſſing a ſeton from the punctum lachrymale ſuperius thro' the; ſaccu- 
lus and duct and out at the noſttil, there to remain till the cure i is 


5 compleated ; and for thoſe purpoſes: they have invented and given fi- 


gures of a number of probes, ſyringes, and many other inftruments, 
which, they ay, have been very ſucceſsfully uſed; far be it from me 
to ay that they have not, or to prevent any body from trying thoſe, 

or any other means by which mankind may he cured of diſeaſel with 

the leaſt, poſſible fatigue and pain; but from the experiments which L 

have made of moſt, of theſe proceſſes I muſt beg leave. to ſuſpend my 

aſſent to their general utility, or even to their frequent praticability..; 
5 Repeated 4rials. upon dead ſubjects will undoubtedly enable a man to 
| paſy the probt. or perhaps now and then the ſeton, but he Will alſo 


bod it often abiolutely impracticable; and in the few. inſtances . 


which "es eee as Do Ls has what Wan in ge- 
_veral 
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neral/be- the conſequence ? nat what the writers on "theſe ſubjects have 


taught him ta believe, a cure, but a ſenſe of pain, and degree of in- 


flammation, which: the patient, before ſuch attempts were made, was 
free ſrom, an exaſperation of the diſcaſe, and à loſs of much time, as 
I have more than once expetienced. To which conſideration may be 
added, chat infants! and young children are very often afflicted with 
this diſorder, and that ſuch proceſſes as theſe are Re 8 0 
cable upon them.) mn ad jk dobbs 
I ſhould be very fotry: to be :miſinderſtoot in wha I now hes 
have it ſuſpected, that I mean to derogate from the character of thoſe 
gentlemen ho have been: the inventors of theſe 6perations,- or that I 
ſpeak ſlightiogly of them, either becauſe they are not my own, or be- 
| cauſe I have. not been able to ſucceed in the uſe of them: it would give 
me gteat concern if I thought it would be believed: that I acted upon ſo 
mean, ſo barrow à principle; no man is or would be more pleaſed 
with any real improvement in our art than myſelf,” but having taken 
all the pains in my power to apply the diſcoveries of which I am now 
ſpeaking to practice (the only teſt of good ſurgery) and having found 
them moſt frequently nen, Gage a eee * think: d : 
ſelf obliged to fay ſo! IE eff 
Anel's ſyringe I have * fuccefbally;" ad think it may now aid 
Frere very well worth trying, in recent caſes more eſpecially, as it 
may always be uſed" without giving any pain, or running the riſque of 
raifing an inflammation; but I muſt: alſo beg leave to obſerve, that if 
the bag is not much dilated, the mucus! clear, the fkin and cellular 
membrane uninflamed, and the parts about ſoft and eaſy, if the pa- 
tient will takes eati not to ſuffer too great an aceumulation, will, by 
| frequent uſe of à Vittiolie collyriom;” keep the eye · lids clear and 


cool and erefuſly avoid ſuch things as irritate the membrana narium, 


or dra a ſudden flux of ge: from the dach fene * the diſ- 
„18210 


5 8 eaſe 
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eaſe, may for mady: yeats, - nay. often for life; be kept from being ed 
troubleſome, ox-intiinronianty: NGO any ſurgery at Amen. 81 b. | 
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7 H, E N the diſcaſe i is got 3 the imple ſtate juſt deſeri- 
bed, that is, when the parts round about are much, or con- 


| Nantly er or the ſkin covering the tumor is burſt, here! Is ſome- 
thing more to be done, if a cure is intended. vp 0128 
. In this ſtato an opening i in the upper part of the ſacculus lachromale 
becomes in general abſolutely neceſſary; and as a wound made by a 
knife leaves a much leſs diſogreeable ſcar than that which neceſſatily 
| follows the Fon of the kin, one being a mere ſimple diviſion, the 
other a, loſs of ſubſtance; it will always, be. found beſt to pelo. moth 
the accident « of. burſting, by making the opening as ſoon. as the into- 
guments ate in ſuch a ſtate as to threaten ta it. ani. ni re 
For the making this inciſion. authors have been very WEED in 
their direction with regard to its place, manner, and form; they have 
annere it to be ſemilunar, having its concave. part toward the eye, 
and that the point of union of the lids ſhould be exactly oppoſite to 
the center of the inciſion; this lunated figure was calculated to cor- 
reſpond with the courſe of the fibres of the orbicular muſcle, upon a 
ſuppoſition that a tranſverſe ſection of them would product an inverſion 
of the lower lid; an effect which never follows: all that the ſurgebn 
need obſorye is, to take care to keep the knife at a proper diſtance 
from the juncture of the palpebræ, to begin the inciſion a very little 
above a lige drawn from that juncture toward the noſe, and to continue 
it downward; ; its form may full as well be ſtraight as any other, and 
the beſt inſtrument to make it with i is a ſmall crooked biſtory. 
| D d 1 FER II 
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Ahe ſaceulus is already burſt, the place of -opening-is-detormined, 
and the orifive'may be enlarged with a knife, or dilatedo 51 
The inciſion made, the ſacculus ſhould. be moderately / diſtended, | 
either with dry lint, or a bit of prepared ſponge by which means, 
an opportunity will be gained in two or three days of knowing the ſtate 
of che inſide of the ſac, and of the ductus naſalis; if the former is 
neither ſloughy nor otherwiſe diſeaſed; and the obſttuction in the latter 
but flight, it ſometimes happens that after 4 free diſcharge has been 
made for ſome days, and the inflammation occaſioned b * by the firſt ope- 
ration is gone off, the ſac contracts itſelf, a ſuperficial dtefling,” with 
moderate preffiire, heals the ſore, the Feet un nuit refurnes its 
| 5 courſe, and the diſeaſe diſappears. ene 
Of this T have ſeen more than one inltonce, thy Ne it would 
en oftener, if the very abſurd manner in which this diſorder is ge- 
"nerally treated after opening ie Dae. did not prevent it: in this ſtate 
ſucceſs is to be expected from the moſt gentle treatment 1 ee 
eyer irritates, inflames, ot deſtroys, wilt-infallibly prevent it. 
I this ümple method does not ſucceed, or from the ſtate er ihe 
parts ſubins unlikely to do fo, another muſt be tried, which the opening 
already: made will enable us to put in practice: the point to be aimed 
at is, if poſſible, to render the naſal duct pervious to the lachrymal 
fluid ; and we muſt endeavour to obtain this end by ſuch means as give 
the leaſt Pain, excite the leaſt inflammation, and leave the parts as 
near as poſſible in their natural ſtate, that is, we are to endeavour to 
dilate the paſſage from the ſac to the noſe, by ſome means which will 
gradually diſtend it without ·deſtroying its texture, in the ſame manner 
as the dilatation of tho urethra ought to be effected in the caſe of 


1 e ee lp nh its: bene erte ah or bou- 
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gie, gentiy into ie 28 far as it will eaſſiy go) and repeating! res 
nally; until it4s got quite through; und che paſſage 18 free. 
Every man will determine for himſelf, by what means he will's en. 
deavout to accompliſh this end, not is it of very material conſequende 
Which he prefers; provided it be done gradually, and without giving 
pain; a proper dilatation of the upper part of the ſacculus by dry lint, 
or a bit of prepared ſponge, will be found uſeful previous to the at- 
tempt toward paſſing any thing into, or through the duct; and it will 
alſo bo neceſſary that the ſurgeon: bei poſſeſſed of a juſt idea of the five 
and direction of it, both in a natural, and a diſeaſed ſtate; for who- 
ever has formed one only from viewing its bony channel in a dry ſkull, 
will upon experiment find himſelf much deceived with regard to its 
diameter in a living ſubject; the membrane whick lines it is not ex- 
ttemely thin; in a healthy Nate, and when it is inflamed or thickened 
by obſtruction, the paſſage i che duc 18 thereby Weh vt yr” 
nah t E not quite ſhut up. en 

They of our anceſtors who _ u diſeaſe for an anda and 
ne indeed they always muſt) extreme difficulty in filling it up 
With ſound fleſi, generally had tecourſe to eſcarotic medicines for the 
deſtruction of that fungus which ſeemied'to hinder them from accom- 
pliſhing their end. By which conduct they irritated all the neigh- 
bouring parts, 'increaſed the inflammation, and were moſt frequently 
fruſtrated in their expectation of a cure at laſt. The ſame kind of 
medieines were alſo uſed by thoſe who ſuppoſed the diſorder to be an 
cneyſted tumor, with ane Lasung agg they 
1 oel bee neon Eat 2 Pres: eh 
2 8 29 ei neee {i Y 4s N FED 268 >15 1 i 
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r is caution is very neceſſary to bejobſervedl in; the cure of Riftures of ss | 


i which gaſe the proper intention is gradually to dilate the paſſage, and to procure an in- 
creaſed diſcharge o of mucus from the lacunæ 5 this ſhould always be done gently, and by 


means which give as little pain as poſſible; whatever irritates or gives pain will certainly: 
do miſchief, will add to the an, and increaſe the dyſury. + 
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thdught, prevented a cure by, remaining behind and both, theſe me- 
| thods of practice were vindicable, ſuppoſing heir idea ff the diſeaſe 
bad been a true one, which it moſt undoubtedly us not: theit rea- 
ſoning was right, but their principles were wrangz] they were in gene- 
ral very little acquainted with the ae, eite of che partz, and 
totally miſtook the nature of the diſeaſe. ven f rob ers pf 12447 of ; 
But now, that we are thoroughly n eee this kind 
of pratice onghe ſurely to teaſe, as che preſervotion of dhe ſacculus 
and duct, and not their deſtruction, are, or ought: to be, intended: 

all cathæretie medicines muſt be wrong and prejudirial. at leaſt while 


tze intention is ſuch; an mee ene 


times capable of being fulfilled. W 

Notwꝛithſtanding the IciruQion, of > e to be —_ 
* moſt ſurgeons of the preſent time, yet there are many, who, by 
their manner of dreſſing it, after they have opened it, do really, tho 

| not intentionally, produce the ſame effect as our farefathers aimed at: 
it is ſtill a cuſtom with many, as ſoon, as it is opened, to diſtend the 
cavity of it with/a bard tent, or with, doſſils of lint charged with e- 
carotic medicines, ſuch as mercurius, precipitatus ruber, &. by which 
means theinflammation is incteaſed, the ſkin and edges of the inciſion 
hardened and the inſide of the ſacculus put under the neueſſity of caſt- 
ing off a ſlough. This is one of ſeveralqinſtances ſtill remaining of 
our adhering to old methods of practice, after the prineiples on Whieh 
ſiuch methods were otiginally formed have been allowed even by oun- 
ſelves to be errancous ; for this manner of dreſſing the ſore is eſſect- 
ively the ſame as the antients made uſe of, while they ſuppoſed the diſ- 
eaſe to be an abſceſs of the caruncule, and encyſted tumor, or a cal - 
lous ulcer with carious bone; and was- by them intended yery properly 
for the deſtruction of ſuch calloſity, to aſſiſt tlie exfoliation of the 
ſuppoſed caries, and ro eee a firm baſis RIO og” 112 0 15 . 
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On dhe contrary, tlie point which bought firſt to be aimed at, imme- 


diately after having made ag ppening” into the. fac; is to endeavour to 
remove the obſtruction of the natural paſſage from thence into the 

noſe; by the means alreadyſmentioned, which deſign this method of 

cramming in eſcarotic dreflings; nuit neceſſatily: fruſtrate, moſt fre- 
quently render a fimple ow: enen and eat retard thavcurs it is. 

defgned to expedite. - 4 {0 1415 2 2441 B 5 n a 
The only excuſe e be now W for ſuch 0 of dtefling 
is, that the ſurgeon is ſatisfied that the ductus ad nares cannot be reſtored 
to its uſe, and therefore by deſtroying purtof the ſaceulus, intends to 

procure ſuch a generation of new fleſhi as may fill up its e and 

huinder the accumulation or lodgment there in future. 

If chis was feaſible, perhaps it might be a vindication of ſuch treat- 
ment, but unfortunately it neither is; nor can be ſo in general; and 
whoever will attentively examine the batural ſituation and ſtructure of 
the parts concerned, will immediately ſee why it cannot. All, or the 
greateſt part, of the diſeaſed and obſtructed duct, lying in its bony 

channel out of the reach of what is applied to the inſide of the ſue- 

culus, muſt preveht; the generation of à firta baſis at its bottom, and 
produces a freſh collection of mucus Which in à ſhort ſpace of time 
lifts up the cicatrix, into e e e e _ fame” ret 
ment as if nathing at all had been derte. 
n the other hand, it muſt not be denled 0 Wurf and then 4 
eure has by this means been effected; but it has been ſo rarely, that it 
can, ri Ms; ee an authority or "vindication 'of fo irdtional 
4 * attempt. 
The parts — the eye ano ths of es of very quick ſenſation, 


77 
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. — eaſily, irritated ; all dreſſings are in fact extraneous bodies, and 
. therefore when applied to ſuch: parts cannot be too ſoft and light: ſup- 
j puitetion/is an act of ur not of art J and is always beſt executed, 

| when: 
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uthed: his is a,geperal truth, and Wil. Hdd 
parts * Ka wher C ſuppyration. map, bs, moſt KN tags 
e, in which the lowet;part of Me en, at All chen 

5 OR the 5 Rug As not to yoguirs, any ſuphNftion af Aller 
ats ,0 any Kinds by prodeging -inflacyrayignQbath.of 

5 15 a 5 e, by rendering hs ses 9 dhe che, bald, f 
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does A royng the communigation, between thg punk lad 
Gans and Tacculus, quit eh gapnterg. he ox hropeb ine 
Ki & : eu 0! re . #, 4; 1% 4A als di out rl 4M 1: en 

I would not: in his age; be thought. to wean that 4 mere ſupgriicial.. 
pleggit is All the dreſſig ing that . moderate ett 


of the upper part of the, Gceulus” is atyfirit ahſalutely neceſſarꝝ. ic 
offer, to get each al at the du duct be but this ſhould be effected with+," 
out thetuſe. of corrofive, applications: ofß apy» kind, and 4s beſt acam -i 
pliched by”; prepared Peg hich will giltend.,to, almoſt any degree, 
without deſtroying, . 1 41 70 e „I ade nt amen a ens, 
When a ase has been onos, phtained, jit-ſhauld; ho carefully lept 
open, either b y, 2 piece of, at- gut, a. fmall bougicz-aJeaden probe, o. 
ſomething of that ſort ; ; and henit i thoroughly eſtabliſſied, the 
i; may be permitted, ta contract, until it becomes no more than 
at ſerves tor. che inttoduction of. the bougis into the duct in this. 
ſtate l would adviſe, that i it be, kept open for ſamo times injeinginow. - 
and then a little aqua calcis., ftened with ahe]l{irofar. through from. 
above, into the noſe; and when Ir gppears" ihät che paſſage is ſo free, 
and ſo well eltablithed, that there is good. | probability of its preſetving 
itſelf, the orifice in the angle 0 of the eye, by being covexed only by a ſon 
petficial bit of plaſter, or pledgit, will contract and cloſe j and if du- 
ring its cloſing, moderate, pteſſure be yſed an the ae ee . 
A ch e of woche, it will alliſt che oy e eee 
4 Wits de e By ant att "ABS? 0g; v7 af 80 3 cee Whewer 
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„ WHARL the meu tus f In a hea thy"an undi Aten güte, is ; endued 
with any degree of ooßtfactiſe POET ch it loſes by being di- 
tended, or to what other cauſe it may be owing, I know not; but 
have more than once been foiled in tempey, towards this method 
of curing the diſcaſe, by a freſh oli on of mucus, notwithſtand= 
naſal duct has e n, a8 peared, b the, 
e to che e, upon e the 91 15 8 ſab 
ſtance of the aid rumor, and the ard . q ſmall 
probe, aftet” Kaving! again opened the lac 0 0 8 ee en 
bak 3 healed, remained good Cures, . 25 ehe t ;. the ur 
tainty Whit ich Attends theſe cases is great, "and the ev event 7 0 to be 
Ron rs by experiment. 'Whioever Tay 8. chat nbne of them Are to 
be greg, By the cee 8 micthod,” ere iy "ouch. ab he bend 12 
one 18 8270 it! 45 fucdeed in Ur : whe he Liſe 27 e is, in ſuc 
* in f 5 1 
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va ks Higdraee to aby orher more Ufidicious"one being 
Erwarck: in all thife caſes, . els 1 Ben 8 
in "the kite es of the Altsaſed i pat ts, muſt "pro üce Eg n Da 
e 
vive "th "Uſe iy inter Aal Sd, A Es 0 other dif 
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Indeed the fortnation of an artificial paſſage for the lachrymal fluid e bee 
of the intention of, thoſe, ho, were net. rightly aqquainged with che-haturaqne! av! 

. Paulus mentipns, perforatien ith; the whbuajiae th et gbd in be xe but: 
from what he aus, vis plan: he:ditbhnot-prattife.it bimſdf,) or thinks het Biryy; and that 
be regarded i it oe A, ethod of making A depan hug orifice z hig words are," Quod'fi: 
jam carie vexatum / ewarimis tphogit 
= frigida madente oculo jmpoſita. £3 AK gt, 256, e 0q . ν˙αναο⁰⁹ue²ν Da pl 614.542) 
en qui paſt carunculet ˙ tercbraachuimarei aut pusjn-nares.devivazint 3 
* nos autem ſatis habuimus eouſque ſolum ferramentis ad Eęylopem accommodatis ad- 
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Lotuetlines che) Perköratett The 68 Ugguls Cary Pd effy, Bann He 
cùterꝙ vr terebte WA threat into the Bon vel t: A emi nat 
#vQ0//ub@ ſomneriines they were uppficd oe wits proben of dle ta- 
zilke fupeftor: dhe difpetioff given by icht U Hier ch raff che mY 
(eipris abradere) and 16 impreſs the iittery e 5 — 
the bone may be ſooner exfoliated, (ut citids fl ablecdlät) Plaloty 

prove, that either; they were-not are of the net Ardre'of vs, 


os-iinguis/.90 that they did not (intend te Apply their inſtruenente to 
ita iſi the: former was the-cale;; the perforatidn was-accitictital ; if the- 
latter, they; muſt have often done much mort harm than good; that 
is,;thenanuſt hare burned and.deftroyed/unhevetavily parts which have: 
little or nothijng td do with: the diſeaſe ;'"3Kd by ſuch treatment ol. 
hem muſt hart much oftener prevetited, 
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—_ — the preſent practitioners in making this perforation: 
n that of, ur apceſioes y but jt 5s e e 
PATE, concerned 10 the. diſeaſe; . 

ww maigtain —— paſſage from iithe tacheyma! 
ads when the naturab one van ne more be'retadoted ue 
ful, and without any view to any thing elſe!” this, I ſay, is the. aim 'of 


wem al; but though they are” perſettly agreed. in their. intention, yes 
they, are not ſo, with.regard, tothe. inſtrument which. they u. ame. ill 
continuing the actual une - ee ef ur- iuſtum ents. 
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Petrus de March: ß, wöugd Perlecly e EY 5 een 
tirou; 1 Emre inſi s upon it, 2 it 'ferve D . "purpoſe th £3 £0 haſteg 
exfoltation. e Prettrguam' quod nufus pe per orationis 88 alius ft u! us uam ut os perfo- 
u. ftüm aut SOURS Litiüs abſcedat. Obſeiwandum tamen non < © perforandui 08 bit 
<< preſent. marima Lan ae fols  fiquiderm eius 3 aut allem 
6 fuerit pariem 1 leſam abradere. Fer. 5 DE. MARCHET.TI, | e FRET: Mad 
And Mr. Verdue, a very modern outer, is alſo of the-ſame opinion, «1 Le > mille ur rer 
1 mede pour amorter Pacife qui cauſe la cares lt de paſſer legetement un un cautere adtdel 
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anstand ee PO null nu 
eee eee ais mee THe $6: on, het e AI bat des ad. 
. to obyiute its {itonveAGRHEs ©" che Five deten 
thavkbiemmuls throughrwkioh) $6:paſies' be imade of DH fbim, 
au faclargaiet irgdower und, / thut ey fall not ourkt each other; 
theyt have drained bly cala leo bew Rpecd round with wet rag: at 
beine att wſing/itys dheß hee plated in ehotie pon the top of the 
iton td.prevent ievpoint dom going: dae fas; and hie been particulars 
in dinscking us to; withdraw icpo-foolbacdt;is yor through,” a rebtnict 
But nowrithſtandiogithet: andieviryothor ersten, the cautety zies 
| the ume of uſing; it Jongthens the atendance, and moſt 
ppm produces unnecellary. defortaity- over in the hands of the- 
moſt eee, wet 20; mention/ae;honoromtafictipe by throng 
nnr ot ans eee e 
. from. Abe uſe of this inſtrumeut, 
ani the beſt hands, are [importante ene be eaſily gueſſed what 
they, muſt Got EY the cum Re ett 5 and therefore, un- 


igient js, aer e by. Ute be bers dee mod fond a ir 5 
ang: who, may girly be ſuppoſed to have beſt kun how to manage it. | 
The defence made by the wet rag againſt the heat of the iron, the 
n bed ze, We figure of the. i * plainly len. 


that, 


unt its eſo. is debgued 40 be exeputed. by the point only ant cliè 
check at gba hen ander I ſhews; that that point is deſigned to 
badi n. farther than juſt through the bono,.. while all the il effects are 
gocaſinned by the! upper part of the cautery on che cye-lids and angle 
of the,gye. Now, if it. is not deſigned to pcoduce mj eſſoct ow any of 
dhe parts rough which it. paſſes down to ſheꝰ bond, but mmely to 
durn through that and the membrana. nasium, and thereby make an 
opening. into the naſe, Ido not ſec how. it diſfers from; any other per- 
— equal, fize,. except in the miſchief ĩt does er e r 
w which it ſhould do nothing: enn | HR 24 
pierces, and thereby prevents the orifice from cloſing again immedi» 
ately and this. is certainly the principal end of porfoation, by what-- 
eret inſtrument it-is performed 2: but it is alſb as certain, that the ame 
end-is obtainable;byimeans leſs miſchievous and 166 hertibfe. | 8” 
Our anceſtors had a very plaufible renſon for ung it: den lets bf 
A eee een Acces, m. diſeaſe, and auhöoriſed 
them to mais uſe of ſuch applieatitins as they thought moſt ptoper in 
ſuch caſes : but now, when we know that theſt ate mptoms which 
very rarely oc, or even if they dos thüt they ate temebable in a 
much” eaſier” manner, we are no- lotgerbviridicited* in eitinatig in 
alurming and a painful proceſs; hen we can Gbtalh the fame Ady 
much gentlet means: for whether the mendbratia nafium be bur 5 
through. or divided in any other miner, it is che future methöd of 
areſſing that opening chat tnuſt maintain it, l. abe hade by hat- 
ever inſtrument, or in whatever IAT At ina 7, e 810 
The late Mr. Cheſelden was: a em 2 rice base, tool 0 
575 and has alk in its. 
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«<; fmed, is infaltile.”- After i poſitive an auoh, 4 am forry: tobe 
obliged. to lays: thav it is contradidted: by. manifold -expeiiedee ; that 
there have been many inſtances of perſeſ cures performed withoit the 
uſt af a cantery ; and that ſome. of thoſe who hart beth cadteriſed by 
Mr, Cheſelden himteli baye. been diſappointed ih «theVexpe@atibh of 
one: nor could hey rich all che pains he tobk, | prevent! the eck of 
the heat of the iron. ot i leana this patient withdut a weepithg ee | 
The iategtion ie merely to malte an opening through the es unguis 
and membrana narium into the cavity of the noſe, and to treat that 
perforation in ſuch a manner as that it ſhall moſt probably remain 
open, and giye paſſage 4 een * * Wine py 
che external ſore ia healed: . 3 2613. 234 DIUM 4 
The exttems thinneſs of e pier pate the inſtru- 
ment very caſy and if the breach which is madę be of any tolerabſe 
ſize, I am inclined 30 think that it never is filled up again by bohep 
but that hen it is cloſed, it is by the membrane j and therefore: it is 
the ſurggan's buſineſs to make a pretty large opening in the bone, and 
to prevent its being cloſed again, by meandering: the win of the mem 
e on each ſide of it callous. wont; ow ate Won ud 2459 det 
o make this opening, ny different inſſrumente — been de- 
40 and uſed, a large ſtrong, prabe, an inſcument like: a common 
gimblet, a pews trocar, &c. &. each of. which, if dextrouſſy and 
properly applied, will do the buſineſs, very well; the one neceſſary 
caution . ſo to apply v whatever inſtrument is uſed, that it may pieres 
through. th at part of the bane, which lies immediately behind the fac - 
culus lachrymalis, and not. to puſh, up too, far into the noſe, for fear of, 
injuring | the os ſpongioſum, behind, . while it breaks its way. 

For my « own part, I have always uſed. the curved trocar, which has 
ſerved 1 my purpoſe well, and from which J have never: experienced any, ) 
e 1 in wing. it the Nennt hould be turned obliquely — | 

war 
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watd; from ihe angle of che eye towürd the infide of the noſe ; the 
accomplithinent*ef” the breach will be known by the diſcharge of 
blood from the noſtril, and of air from the wound upon blowing the 
noſe. The moſt precife direction in this part of the operation will be 
of but little uſt to him who has no idea of the natural ſtructure and 
diſpoſitibn of the parts concerned, and who ought therefore to get 
ſuch information as ſoon as he can: but whoever is at all acquainted 
with this matter, or will attend to the fituation and connection of the 
os uniguis; knows that this bone is Aided into two parts by a perpen 
dioular ridge that the lachrymal ſac is connècted to all that part 
which is anterior to this ridge; and that the poſterior part of the bone 
contributes to form the orbit of the eye, and Las little or no conneo- 
tion with the lachrymab ſac : tlie trocar muſt be applied therefore to 
that part of the bone which is anterior to the ridge, and conſequently | 
behind the lachrymul bag; by the paſſage of the inſttument, all this- 
part of che bone will in beg ity be'btoken, but al which no 
miſchief-willienſue, e. 
An attention to! the natural ktüstlon of theſe A will alſo med | 
the: practitioner, that if the point of his inftrument be paſſed in a 
tranſverſe direction with" regard to the noſe; the os Peet lupe 
rius will be unneceflarily wounded or wich; 3 and if it goes in too 
perpendicular a direction, it may get into the channel of the natural 
duct, and its point will be ſtopped by bearing againſt that part of the 
maxilla ſuperior which contributes to the formation of that channel. 
It has been objected to the trocary” that it may break: the os unguis. 
to ſome diſtance from the place where. its immediate point is fixed: to 
which I can only anſwer, that 1 Rave performed the operation a great 
number of times, and never yet have ſeen any incenvenience to ariſe 
from it: indeed a total removal of à ſmall piece of the bone would be 
a thing rather to be wiſhed: for than aveided; if we may reaſon by 
=  & analogy, . 
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analogy, it ſeems to be a neceſſary requiſite toward preſerving a future 
paſſage ; for we very well know. in a caries of the bones forming the 
roof of the mouth, that they are ſometimes bare for a large compaſs, 
and by caſting: off leave a conſiderable aperture into the noſe; yet; in 
many caſes, when the virus is removed, and the habit reeruited, that 
opening will ſo contract as not to ſuffer a ſmall quill to paſs where you 
might have introduced your finger nay often will quite cloſe; and 
therefore though the opening. made in the os unguis may paſſibly in 
| ſpite of all endeavours be again cloſed up. yet a free breach in it ſeems 
to be the moſt likely means to prevent it; and upon this principle I 
have always turned the perforator round very freely whenever I have 
uſed it ; have never ſeen any miſchief from it, and do attribute the 
ſucdeßs F hare: un with it in ſome meaſure to this method of _ 
iu. . * AK ti iel Mn i e e 
| As en 80 0 e is 0 à tent of lint che be- ter 
. daced, of ſuch ſize as to fill the aperture; and ſo Jong as to paſs thro 
it into the cavity of the noſe: this ſhould be permitted to remain in 
two, three, or four days, eil the ſuppuration of the parts renders its 
extraction ealy ;; ; and after that a freſſ one ſhould be paſſed: every day, 
until the clean granulatipg appearance of the fore makes it probable 
that the edges of the divided membrane are in the ſame ſtate. The bu- 
fineſs now is to prevent the incarnation from eloſing the orifice; for 
which purpoſe the end of the tent may be moiſtened with ſpir. vittiol. 
ten.; or a piece of lunat cauſtic ſo included in a quill, as to leave little 
more than the extremity naked, may at eachodrefling,” or every other, 
or every third day be introduced, by which the granulation will be re- 
preſſed, and the opening maintained and when this has been done for 
ſome. little time, a piece of bougie of proper ſige, or a leaden can- 
nula may be introduced inſtead of the tent, and leaving off all other 
um the fore may be ſuffered to contract as much as the bougie 


will 
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will permit, which ſhould be of ſuch length, that one extremity. of it 
may lie level with the ſkin In nods corner of the bc and the Ow ns 
within the noſe. 

The longer time the patient can be bade upon to wear the . 
gie, the more likely will be the continuance of the opening; and when 
it is withdrawn, the external orifice ſhould; be covered only by a ſuper- 
ficial pletget;''or plaſter; and ſuffered to heal under moderate preſſure. 

There is another method which has been much recommended by 
ſome French writers to prevent the cloſing of the opening in the os 
unguis: which is, to introduce a cannula either of gold, or ſilver, or 
lead into the aperture, and to permit the ſore to heal over it, ſuffering 
the cannula to remain, or to come away by the noſe. 
For my own part I cannot ſay any thing to it, having never had OC- - 

eilen to try it ; the caſes of this kind which I have had under my di- 
rection, having generally ſucceeded under ſome of the methods already 
mentioned; which methods will frequently prove ſucceſsful, if the 
ſurgeon is clear in his intention, purſues-it ſteadily, and properly, and 
refrains from doing too much : though I muſt again repeat what I have - 
ſaid before; viz. that there is no method of treating this diſorder which - 
is infallible, none that will abſolutely and in all caſes prevent a return, 
eſpecially in ſcrophulous habits ; yet when a juſt diſtinction is made 
between thoſe cafes which are in their own nature incapable of cure, 
and thoſe which by being improperly treated are not cured, I am in- 
elined to believe, that the number of the former will be found much 


ſmaller, than it is generally imagined to be. 
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H E d 2 which makes the Alber of the following 
trad, is one in which mankind « are, on many accounts, 
much intereſted; no age, ſex, rank, or condition of life, 
is exempt from it; the rich, the poor, the lazy, and the 
* aborious, Are equally liable to it; ; it produces certain in- 
convenience to-all who are afflicted by it; ; i ſometimes puts the. life of the 
Patient n fuch hazard, at fo require one of the moſt delicate operations * 
in ; frgery ; ; and it has in all times, from the moſt antient, down to the 
preſent, rendered thoſe who labour ped it hies fo rhe moſt iniquitous 
frauds and impoſitions. 
Bl be generality of mankind look upon a rupture as an imperfeltion * 
heir form, 4 4 diſeaſe which impairs their Arengib, and | ent their 
ried Faculty : which apprehenſions, though abſolutely groundleſs, 
are fo firmly rooted, in the majority of thoſe who are afflited with the 
diforder;) as hö make them not a little miſerable. They who lie in wait to 
_ avail themſetves. of the weakneſſes of | the" infirm and \fearful, "ard well uc 
quainted with theſe fears, and very lucrative uſe dv they make of them ; 
| they well know, that the man who regards his diforder at an imper fettion 
in his form, or as a cauſe of any debility, more particularly a penereui 
| Us, wel be very unwilling. to: haue it tnown,' and as glad to get rid of 


iz t ang. ae er troubles, ty. his nèanr theſe: impoſftors are. farmſ/hed 


with 


Nr 


2 64 P R A | F. 8 4 C E - 
with opportunities of ſubjecting the ignorant, and credulous, fo tedious 
confinements, painful applications, and even hazardous operations; and 


of, defrauding. the: Himerous, and baſhfuh, of - large ons. of maney, far 


=s.- 3 - 


imaginary aer, and pretended c Cures. | 
Complaints of this. ſort, coming from the profeſſion, are generally * 
rreceived, and being ſet to the account of prejudice, intereſt, and craft, 
are very Ale reſahded; 3. t in this mankind Wo 24s gent ue. A 
rupture is a diſeaſe, which, if judiciouſiy and honeſtly treated from the 
firſt, can never be produttive of much profit to a ſurgeon z it requires 


very e . es and neither external agplicatios For ters en 
Aciie : ere icin of 7 the gut, and the 4 e of 4 2 


r Ee, ar x RY, Ga . 


zan g neceſſary, this 3 15 in 8 on, and /o eh ccom- 
Phfbed, 5 Fe it muſt be Se, ba. no great 2 eee 
be 15 55 0 555 | the profe 7 may he. - allawed iu de inpar- 
tial 7 {7 8 r bich r et 8 70 themJelves, . 4 think they. may in this. 
29 75 . eg, rbk jrofi,. unit the diſſe; bet 
reatly 165 d, or 8 ic ee fraud. and delufion ting 
e vanZage.car be derived ; 3: il ic. from the petienit's $ i820: 
Kt 6 the true nature. of his d. t and fon bold and bring Hani 
es 27 a Per 1 n W R ag NV 
Her from. intention ta Alen elch of eee any ac. 
2 5 which | may J be brought. again obem ;.. but, as. the. reaſon 
. of the ag quackery for: their fupporting ite ie, bt 
the medica world, threugh nere ob/tinacy.. never depart from the  cuflams, 
of. their, anchſ err, nc attempt; ang ching new, thoigh mankind might bo 
much, be Hd by fuck: unuentiant e. T think; that ſuch Impuration. 
cannot with any colour of jufice-be wade again we) Fb beg leave 1 
be indulged e few: words I nn No Son e de na ak nt 
—. af 16b old Protthtianers with great \" that rbvy- 
2 * #hetp ſugary; and their dixrerity | 


Mar that 
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the wwe bave'regeived \ large. information from their "writings ; und that, 
ceteris: paribus, be who 1s beſt acquainted with them will be. the beſt. ſur 


geon, is well-known te euery one who is at all gonverſant with them, and 


can be denied only by thoſe who are not. But, on the other hand, it muſt 
alſo be allowed, that, oth: their theory and their. practice laboured under 


great. diſad ſvantages,. WARS rendered their judgment of many eaſes er ere 


roucdus, and their treatment of them irrational and unſucceſs Hul. W | 
at he. very. imperſett State, of their anatomy. way one great ſource. of 4 er- 

rer, ; ich. kind. of kngwleage, has. been ſo cultivated in our. times as. Zo 

congert Nnorance into à vice, and to nere tboſe' TY. are d gelen in it 
perfectly, inencuſable. | LEY 5 bur $43 on 


A this is the.only true and ſolid 566 *. which all * We 8 


ledge. muſt. far, ever ſpring, ſo it has of late Leer been produttive. of 
many real,-and great improvements in the en d Ah \ 
Tb, axtiꝭat furgery was coarſe, and loaded with a farrago 15 , 
applications, June of which were borridly,; and yet unneceſfrily painful, 
and otbers altogether uſeleſs; whilſt rhe operative part of. tbe art was 
encumbered with a multitude of awkward, mene re, 
and pjeces\of machinery. A oh et ies 5 
5 ee be praclitioners of the preſent time: bave brought the patties into 4 
ad narrower. compaſs, have rendered it eſs painful and more intelli- 
gible; they. have. reduced the number of inſtruments, and by the extreme 
fanplicity of theſe which. they now uſe, they bave conſiderably. affifted the © 
| XECriLy, of . an | aperator, and. ſhortened. the time of an operation; they 
| haye almeſt\ thrown afide. the burning cautery. and are mugh more ſparing 
| in the ufe of cauſtic applications than their. predeceſſors uſed to be; they 
voce accompliſh Many Cures by. mild and gentle meant, which formerly were 
thought ut obtainable | but by much, ſeverity 3 fo ſay nothing of . the inde 
lible marks which > ſuch practice E bebind it. The vevack formerly made 


6 4JL 


bath of limbs and lives, 7 the uſe of long forceps in gun-ſhot wounds 


WS 


% 


8 Pp Cs N the 


226 * * r 4 R. 


tbe explofion of the long-prevailing notion that fach wounds were porſo- 
nous; the eafy ſuperficial method with which" they are now in general 
treated, and the opportunities which ſueh treatment gives for nature to 
exert thoſe powers with which the Almighty Author has furniſbed her, 
40 credit to the modern pratiitioners : : the double incifion in amputations ; 
the preſent method of removing cancerous breaſtt, and encyſted tumors ; 
the lateral operation for the flone in the bladder ; the uſe of the cutting 
0 gporget;; amputation in the Janet of the ſhoulder ; the preſent method of 
betting out all the water ut once from cb ate ;- the improvements in the 
treutnent af the fiftula' larbrymalis; the cure of the" vari and balgi, 
with many others which might be named; 'in ſhort, the ſuperior neatneſs, 
teaſe, and en prditton of the preſent fergery,” when compared to the anti- 
ent; are certain and undtubted improvements made by the modern pratti- 
_ froners, and ſuch as mankind are much  benefired by; at their pains are 
; thereby le "le ffentd;" Fe elegance of their figure prefered, and the time. of 
\ their confeiement Porteneu; all which will,” F Profume, be allowed 70 Be 
1 advantages, while human nature ſhall remain fenfble of d while ſears | 
' ſhall be thought deformities, or confiuement be deemed irkfome. \ 1 
Nor is our conduct, with regard to the particular di ifeaſe which makes | 
the "fubjett of the following tract, in the leaft' degree Blameable; 5 far 
from it, that* the treatmentwhich we meet' with Sometimes ir moſt Angu⸗ 
larly unjuſt," we being often Severely. cenfired for that from" which We 
onght to derive praiſe + fo little do aur aher ue the reflection aft upon wry. 
P being content with what our fathers taught ur, end neither\improvin 2 
ile ont ourſelves,” non encouraging t holt obo de; nut, on the-eomtrary, 
' much; pains have been. taken. ty improve this particular part of ſurgery, 
and the publick ougbt to thank us for not fer ſevering in the uſe of the 
oldj tedious, | painful, _ bazardous 3 er we found } Fear: 7 
ny . WEYWES TOE * 


* J e NN 2 * A N * TITS * Men W 11 28 0 1 * * 5 als o * 5 © of 3 7 
ti \ R 5 * * 833 * A | 
NA : > 2 Cr aged But 
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mY But * ＋ would atall einer 3 * pro ofeffon amerey; un- 
Tu attack; 1 would 6 ue means be Suppoſed £0. think. that tere is not 
large room'Jeft far the induſtry both of ut un our fucesffors ; ſome of. Lhe, 
operative part g, #92 art are fill capable. LN rovenents and the treat- 
nent S ome difeaſts, night cor-tainl, be ligne. fir fle better. 
* W. hether our future labours ſhall be crowned with ſucceſs or nor, full 'T 
tbint it will appear ro euer ane at all uenſeu in the biſtory of Surgery, 

| #hat.the pradtitioners of the preſent time are ſo far from deſerving, the 
char after. 0 0 os d know ES 5 . art. Laue een of TO 


*#D\ 4%, 


mony. * hong of dos found they could 4 bet with 7170 ond to. the 


advantage of: mankind ; and have endeavoured 1 to advance the utilit 0) 
their profe Non, by N only, means hereby 1 1 4 capable of being im- 


1 2 


proved, viz. by a ſedulous hp li licatign 70 2 anatomy, by 75 Hepuent exami- 
nations of dead morbid bodies, and ; makin + eB experiments on the li- 


ving, as they had juſt reaſon to think would prove beneficial ; candidly 
acknowledging, at the ame time, where they have found their art inſuf= 
ficient, and not perfifting in tormenting their 5 w- creatures merely for 
ain. 
: In the following treatiſe I have endeavoured to expreſs myſelf in as 
plain, explicit, and intelligible a manner as am able, and the ſubject 
h g vill admit; being deſirous as much as I can to inform mankind of the 
true nature of the diſeaſe, of the danger they i incur, and the frauds they 
are liable to, from the ignorance of one ſet of quacks, and the worſe qua- 
lities of another ; to ſhow what the art of ſurgery in judicious hands it 
capable of doing, and how eſſentially the conduct of an impoſtor dt Here 
from that of an honeſt man, who will never be yon of confeſſing that 
be cannot do what i is not in his NYE 
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I Be ff edition of 4h Book were many fault; ne of FR preſs, 

anne of "The" \author ; in this ſome Paine have been rain to len both: 
"of "typographical errors very few, \if any, wilh" I'bope, be found; and 
kr ven ir Bar appeared" to vir i bat the matter of the treatiſe was ob- 
ure, erroncbùt er dhfbiknt, T huve altered, \corretted, an ad ta ; 
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WAN OR een IVR Nite, OILS en ene 
n All far from Hinking that 1 17 perfebt or faulthſs ; ; but; en the 
other band, I am Rot" 8 of having advanced any thing in it whith 
Hit Witth Wie, and agreeable to bh mit fuckefiful prottices in- 
# vement of the are of gory, and the bee of wann, are" my | 
Pon 07% , a 4K ar F debe how,” or at\ any other ine 
e el be found to” babe tontribured toward accompl, bing eirber 
. thoſe if end 7 Hope pe "the [SAY AE will excuſe alt thi eas faults,” 8 phi he A 
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3 YH Pi . = & E Fol "Pi 1 ie 7 5371 7 Hz 1 
x 79 4 ROT e 
3 Y the term Ronryne, Drsckur, or HzxxTA, i is 1— l 5 
1 neral meant a ſwelling produced by the falling down,” or | 
. © protruſion, of ſome» part, or parts, which ought natu "i 
do be contained hi ihs cavity of the belly. 18 5 
8 1 5 >The dates in which theſe {wellitigs mike their appearance; in Order | 


(forks What is called a RUPTURE, rc the groin, the navel, RAY 
dis pudendi, the upper and fore part e of the thigh, and "Mt Pint of 4165 


Sg 3 


he anterior part of the abdomen. A 


- 92 6 C „ 
OY 


he parts, which by being chruſt forth from the cavity. in Which 1 2] 
bey ought. naturally to ch form. eee . F 
Portion | 


— 


TE KAT 1 8 Er 
portion + the omentum, a part of the inteſtinal canal, Paß — fog. 


230 ih 


2X ne (though very rarely) the ſtomach. 


From theſe two circumſtances, of ſituation, and Lenden ae de- | 


ee all the different appellations by which herniæ are diſtinguiſhed : 


for example, they are called inguina!, ferotal, femoral, umbilical; and 


ventral, as they: happen, to make their appearance in the groin cod, 

N thigh, navel, or belly. If a portion of inteſtine only forms it, it is 

| called enterocele, hernia inteftinalis, or gut-rupture; if; a piece of 
omentum only eprplecele, bernia omentalis, of” cabl<tuÞtire; and if 
both inteſtige and omentum contribute mutually to the fortnation of * 


the tumor, it is called entero- epiplocelt, or compound rupture. * of "7 
If the piece of gut or caul (deſcends no lower than the groin, it is 
aid to be incompleat, and is called po ants ang [th Tae be de- 
cupied by either of them, the rupture 1s. Laid! nut omplete; and 


bears the name of o/cheocele + the latter uſed by our forefathers. to be 


neee ee . ee 
merely. - 8 T5 


The opinion, that the (crotal Ibis is . Ny by a forelhla *. | 


viſion, or breach, made in thie perjtoneum, hasjalways been, and Rill- 


is, with the unknowing, a very prevailing. one, though without any... 


- foundation. in truth; both the ſcrotal, / and femoral, paſs out fi from the 
ahdomen by openings which are natural to every human body; as well 
thoſe who have not ruptures, as thoſe who Pare. The former, that. 
is the ſcrotal, deſcend by means of + an aperture in the tendon. of the . 


external oblique muſcle, near the groin; deligned, | for the paſſage of 
the ſpermatic veflels in men, and. the ligamenta uteri in women; 40 
2 WS. * the Alen, a oy, Naber 6, or F allopius' s . 
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„be Her, wn W Ke. ie e 3 times Idris wa” 
ferent 3 but theſe are ſo rare as not to come within a general deſcription. | 
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ment, at the upper part of che thigh, along with the great un vein 
and artery. 

The pair of muſcles called e externi e ee cover alt 
that part of the belly which is without bone, and the lower and ante-, 
riot parts of the thorax. They are fleſhy on the ſides, and tendinous 
in the middle, and lower part; they ſpring from the ſeventh and 
eighth ribs, and from all below them, by fleſhy portions, which indi- 


gitate with correſponding parts of two ather muſcles, called the ſer- 


ratug major anticus, and the latiſſimus dorſi, and becoming tendinous, 
are. inſerted into what 1s called the linea alba, the ſpine of the 05 
ilium, and into the os pubis. 

At the lower part of the belly, on each ſide, a little aboye * lat 
mentianad bone, the fibres of the tendon of this muſcle ſeparate from; 
each other, and form thereby two apertures, through which paſs the, 


ſpermatic veſſels- in men, and the ligamenta uteri in women. Theſe 


openings are of an oval figure, and have an oblique, direction from 
above downward; ; the upper part of them is rather wider than the 
lower, and they are of larger ſize in men than i in women.“ 


The tendinous fibres of this muſcle, as they proceed from its fleſhy - 


part obliquely downward, have ſeveral ſmall apertures for the paſſage 


of veſſels and nerves; and at their inſertion into the os pubis, they 


" crols one another, and are as it were interwoven, by which means 
their inſertion is ſtrengthened, and their attachment made firmer. 
What is called by the particular name of Poupart's ligament is really 


Woh nothing more than the lower MAN of this RG, ſtretehed from 
| : : . 8 8 | b | | the 


2 
; 1'F 


A detachment of fibres from the faſcia lata of the thigh is generally united with the 


- tendon compoſing the aperture in the obliquus externus, which mixture or connexion of 
fibres, will in ſome meaſure account for the pain which they who labour under ſtrangu- 
lated ruptures feel upon ſtanding upright, and wh relief Which gs the- thigh up- 
ward toward the belly always gives them. | $0 Ion 


— 
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the fore part of che ob ilium, or haunch- bone, to the os be. and 
turned, or folded inward at its interior edge. 
The other muſeles of the belly are the obliquus ines; his trahſ- 
verſalis, the rectus, and the pyramidalis, none of which have any con- 
cern with our preſent ſubject. The ſpermatio chord does indeed ipaſs: 


at under the lower edge or border of the two firſt of theſe, but at ſuch | 


diſtance, and in ſuch manner, that no action of theſe muſeles can any 


way affect, or ever make ar 4 ſtricture either on it, or on a hernia ac 


companying it; they bave no perforations, or apertures,” though” ſo 
many (vritegy' of credit (even late ones) have both deſcribed and deli- 
neated them, * conſequently they can have no ſhiare in the emberraff. 
ment of the parts contained in a hernial fac; nor require © any divifion 
in that operation, which becomes ſometimes neteſſaty towards wan 
whom free: which is a fact of no ſmall conſequence to an operator. 
The inſide of theſe muſcles, and indeed the whole cavity of the 


belly, i lincd with 5 A doch, firm, ax ach- anale meinbranlee 
. 203 W211, > * : | BE tf N Fr. 4 ane | 


1d "IR inctelible and FREE it Wen yet 1 am tel that operations 


; haye been performed by the information obtained from books only, without any previous 8 


anatomical knowledge, any practice on dead bodies, and hardly any, if any, opportuni- 
ties of ſeeing ſuch operations performed by others on the living: how groſsly muſt ſuch ; 
an operator be deceived by the account of the rings, Us they are uſually, though ab- 


ſurdly, called, of the abdominal muſcles: after he haz divided the firſt, or that of e 


external oblique, be will expect to find a ſecond in the internal, and a third in the tranſ- 


verſalis, and will never ſuppoſe that he i is got into the cavity of the belly, ?till be has di- 


_ vided all the three; it is therefore of the utmoſt conſequence that this matter be ſet I 


riant faney, and dave no ne! in trubtt. 


right, and that, notwithſtanding what has been faid. on this ſubject by writers of great 


eminence, every ſurgeon be informed that the external oblique muſcle is the only one 
Which has any opening in it ; that che deſeription gien by Mr. Cheſelden of iheſe muſ- 
cles, in the laſt edition of his anatomy, is erronedus, and all deſcriptions and all deline- 
nations ( ſome of which are to be found even in later writers) of more openings than that 


fingle one on each fide; are not repreſentations of e but are * mon 3: axe: | 


— 
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called the petitoneum, a minute — Which would lead me be- 
ſide my preſent purpoſe, and therefore I ſhall, only obſerve; that it lines. 
the whole ys 4 gives an external e to ef viſcus con- 
tained in it. | 
{Behind ri poritpnayca 1 a Jools,. cellular e by "RG 
- called. its appendix, which is found in different quantity, in different. 
places. In ſome the cells are empty, and are immediately viſible upon 
being blown into; in other parts it is plentifully ſtocked with fat, and,. 
though: ſomewhat varicd in its appearance in different e is found. | 
in moſt. parts of the body. ne 
This cellular membrane, void of fat, 8 the 3 veſ= 
ſels, as they paſs forth from the cavity of the abdomen into the groin, 
is called the tunica vaginalis of the chord, or tunica communis vaſo- 
rum ſpermaticorum; Which chord, thus enveloped, paſſing under the 
inferior edge or Porder of the tranſverſalis, and internal oblique muſ- 
cles,. and through the perforations or natural apertures of the external. 
oblique, deſcends through the groin to the teſticle, in ſuch manner, 
that the ſpermatic veſſels in their paſſage from the Fin are really and 
truly behind the peritoneum. a 
The tunica vaginalis teſtis i is a * — perfectly diſtin from- 

this; "Forming | a particular cavity which includes the glandular ſub- 
ſtance of the teſticle, and has nothing to do with a common rupture. 
In every fetus, until, or very near until the time of birth, there is an 
open and free communication between the cavity of this-laſt tunic, 
and that of the belly, for the paſſage of the teſticle from the abdomen. 
into the ſcrotum: ſoon after birth this paſſage cloſes and becomes im- 
pervious; nor is there ever after the time of ſuch cloſing, any commu- 
nication between the cavity of the belly, and that of the tunica vagina 
lis teſtis, But tho' the paſſage remains in general for ever ſhut, yet & 
the me where ity orifice, or mouth, was, may always be knoya by 
e H H“ | Forts (hp . 
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à kind of cieatricula, much like to what appears within the Abbes = 
oppoſite to the navel, or place where the umbilical veſſels of the fat»! 
tus paſſed to and from the platenits ; at the place of which cicatriculat 
the peritoneum is generally weaker than elſewhere. Now, if it be re- 
membered, chat tis weak part is hecefſarily oppolite to che natural. 
opening in the tenden df the Extertdl oblique ruſcle, chat nheitheb dhe. 
internal oblique traſcle, nor the trabſverfalis, eome tow enough 46 
make any refiftatice to whatever ſhall preſs againſt this part; and het 
the atktiowlettged uſe of the müſcles of the Abdomen is by preffing on 
all its contained viſcera to affiſt digeſtion, the-expdlfion'of' the feces, 
urine, und tus z and tliat im many natural-actibns, fuch 4s fire 
and coughiing, &c. and in all great exertions of ſtrenf gth atid force, 
ohr etect poſture muſt neceſſarily oocaſion a preſſure to be made againſt 
the lower part of the infide of the belly, by ſome of its contents 
very probable und fatisfüctory account of the origin of the dem 

inguinal and ſcrotal Bernia may be collecten. 7 AE 1 8 > 
In young children this deſcent, or protruſion, mappen moſt fre- 
quently when the child ſtrains in crying,” or in expelling its feces: ] as 
ſoon as Wo-oifort ceaſes, and the child is quiet, the part generally re 
turns up again, and the ſwelling diſappears : the nurſes call it wind, 
and it is at firſt moſt frequently neglected, as the child is not appa- 
rently injured. by it, and few Aer are e aware 4 its n 
able . . © 


O11 


ide 


freq vently a are e 36 45 either gry i Ailing gleat e. exertions 
of - rength, dificulty of expeliing hard 2 or a e laxity of 


1.305 


Whether che rupture be inguinal iet, or ag l and whe ther 
it conliſts of inteſtine, or omentum, or both, the protruded part, mult 
Carry before it a part of the membrane which lines all the internal 
| DT TEE 8 28 ſurface 
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-- farſace of the abdominal muſcles, or rather the whole cavity of the 
abdomen, and is called peritoneum. This portion of the peritoneum, 
including the piece of gut or caul, is known by the name of the her- 
nial. ſacs and is larger, or ſmaller, according to the quantity of inte- 
ſtine, or omentum, contained in it; it is at firſt ſmall and thin, and 
n ruptures which are not of the congenial kind, ſeldom comes lower 
than the groin * at firſt, but by repeated deſcents it | extends itſelf 
lower and lower, till it gets quite into the ſcrotum, and Mill as it is 
extended in length, it becomes thicker and firmer in texture, till in 
old age, or old ruptures, it is found of very conſiderable thickneſs. 
As all parts of the (peritoneum are of a very extenſible, dilatable 
nature, and as the hernial fac has this property in common with many 
-other parts of the body, of thickening” as it extends, it does in ſome 
.caſes ſtretch to a very conſiderable ſize, and contain ſuch a quantity of 
inteſtine and omentum as is almoſt incredible. This circumſtance of 
its becoming thicker as it is more extended-is perhaps the reaſon why 
-fome people, and among them the late Mr. Cheſelden, have been of 
opinion that the ſac of a hernia was not an elongation of the perito- 
neum, but produced like that of an aneuriſm, and ſome other tumors, 
by mere preſſure of the common cellular membrane; an opinion, 
which is manifeſtly and demonſtrably erroneous. 
Whether the hernial fac in its infant ſtate, while it is very thin, 
and may. poſſibly have contracted no adheſion to the cellular mem- 
brane compoſing the tunica communis of the ſpermatic veſſels, does 
yer. return back into the belly again, I will not take upon me to de- 
W 2. | x Hh 2 e 


WI, 


„in not ſay poſitively 4 all thoſe capt which appear in the ferotum of very- 
young children are congenial, (that is, have the tunica vaginalis teſtis for their hernial 
ſac) but all thoſe which I have had an opportunity of examining have 'proved ſo; and 1 


believe it would be no very erroneous criterion, whereby to diſtinguiſh the common. rupy - 
ture from the congenial, in infants... | 


_ dif Ci 
ing now 
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termine Sbblotely, but am moch inclined to think Ju dobs hett 5 
well from dhe {tr — which the gut or caul moſt comoty de- 
ſcond after they have been down a few times, as from a fulneſs which 
4s always 0 de | Ne in the ſpermatic proceſs of ſuch people as 
Hive ever been ruptüred. Some few of theſe I have Had opportunities 
LA opening ee aca aha hive dh found the fad; eüffer in the 


en Nets 4 ip, e / X continuatic on of the peritoneum)remani- 
attac 


ing ing kunt and Cngected with the tunica cott F nor 
441 ever ſee, either in the Kal be the living, any reaſon or abtliötity 
for the fuppe ee t it is capable of returning back into the abdo- 
men after it be be irly puſhed out through the aperture in the 


0. Ei iO 8 bays wy 10. N WEE in „ Hir 1b 16 


1 Nene hy bold 6 ying any thing about the old doctfite of the 


TE © between Pur Fa laceration of the 


4 


peritonetitn; it be- 
ö rally Known and acknowledged, that to whatever fize 
ee ay by pa, and however large its contents may 
: es is merely 1 and hatdly ever Burl ot broken. *” Thie parti- 
kind of bea eh a few years ago gave riſe to A ſort of re- 
— of the old doctrine of ruptutes by laceration of the hernial ſac, 
ns. dat kind of hernia in which the 7 ant} teſticle are found in the 


. - 5 4 * fa me 
: | ; * 11 _ : CY : ; C > * 1 1 
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x2! */ This is 9 of $22 importance in the — tis ele, ruptures. 
Upon jt depends che truth or falhood of the late doctrine of the poflibility of teturuing 
| the:inteſtine included i in the hernial ſac, and confined by ſuch a ftriftare of the fac itſelf, 
as may prove fatal after the gut is fairly got into the abdomen again. A caſe, of which 
mare than. one inſtance has been given to us, but i in which I am much inclined to believe 

that ſome miſtake has been made, and which I alſo think may be accounted for in another 

nud more ſatisfactory manner. Upon this alſo depends the practicability or impracticabi- 

ty of returning a ſtrangulated piece of gut back into the belly, after having divided the 

ſtricture made by the tendon, wirhout opening the hernial ſac, and conſequently the 
8 prppriety or impropriety of making ſuch attempt. All endeavours to do what is imprae- 
ticable, Tory | in caſes of importance much worſe than _ . 
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fame bag. and in immediate contact with, each, other, being now ſuf- 
Stiently. known and explained. th Sica of [this Tra... .,,, 
Tote ln TT I I TATT 

- THE ſigns, or marks, of a common inguinal o or Kerotel ry rupture, 
are in, general,a, ſwelling in the upper part of .the ſetotum, or in the 
geoin, beginning at the opening in the abdomin Te al, muſgles where the 
Hpermatie, veſlels-pas:down from the belly; which tumour. May a 715 
ferent appearance, and different f feel, Lia to the nature are. of 11 its | 
contents, and to the ſtate and quantity of them. Wen 
If a portion of inteſtine forms. it, and that Porti =, F the 
tumqut is ſagll jn; proportion z but though, ſmall, yet. he gut be 
diſtended with wind, inflamed, or have any dares of ltr UPS made 


(107 Me 


on it, it will be tenſe, reſiſt the impreſſion of. the finger, and give 
pain upon being handled. On the contrary, if there be no firicture 
made by the tendon, and the inteſtine ſuffers x no of inflamma- 
tion. let the prolapſed piece be of what length it may, an d. d the 1755 

of whatever ſize, yet the tenſion will be little... and. No: pain wall 4 
| tend the handling it; upon the patients coughing, it will feel ; as if 
i ane mern its, hd f, 0 nl be. found, very Bly, re- 


turnable. 5% 10 Od 
If the woe be of the N. OP kia d, the _= 2 1 a m Eo flabby | 


| "ad a more unequal feel; it is in e. perfectly indolent, is more 
compreſſible, gives the ſcrotum a more oblong, and leſs round figure, 


4 


than it bears in an inteſtinal. hernia 3; and if the quantity be large, 
and the patient adult, it is in ne ee deren by its 
- greater weight. a 
I it conſiſts of both intbſtine ably” omicittit, the. characteriſtic 
0 marked. will be lefs, clear than in either of the ſimple caſes, but yet 
will to any body who is accuſtomed to theſe diſcaſes be feen ſo, 


went e to diſtinguiſh i it from wy other Dr 
| a $5: The 


iini: 
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The only diſeaſes with whieh a true hernia" can be confounded, 
are the venereal zubo, the hydrocele, and that deſluxion on the teſti- 
cle, called hernia i humoralis ; ; from each of "which it 1s certainly very 
difting re er 

| ic circunſetibed {ncomþ{ible hardneſs, che ſituation of the tu- 

4 wor and its being free from all connection with the ſpermatic pro- 
<efs, will ſuffeientiy point out the firſt, at leaſt while it is in a re- 
cent fats ; and when it is i any degree ſuppurated, he myſt: have a 
very ſmall ſhare of the actus eruditus, who cannot feel the difference 
between mütter, and either a plece of inteſtine, or omentum. 
** The perfect equality of che whole tumor, the freedom and finall- 

f neſs of the ſperinatic proceſs above it, the power of feeling the ſper- 
| | matie veſſels and the vas deferens 'in that procefs, its being void of 

3 1 pain upon being Bandled, the Auctudtidn of the. water, the gradual 

| Formation of the fwelling, its having begun below and proceeded: up- 

F wards, its not being affected by any poſture or actien of the patient, 

| nor incteaſed by his coughing or intezing, together with the abſo- 
lute impottibility bf feeling the teſticle at the bottom of the ſcro- 
tum, will always, to any intelligent perlon. prove the diſeaſe to be 
A s lydrocele of the tunica vaginalis t te is. And i in : the hernia hems- 
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By this 8 it may poſſibly be. thought that'T Lang fay; that the. teſtiele is 
ways to be felt at the bottom of the fetotum in a true hernia; which in general lis 
true, but not without ſome exceptions. In recent ruptures, of the; common kind, 
whether of the gut, or caul, while the hernial ſac is thin, has not been long, or very 
much diſtended, and the ſergtum ſtill preſeryes. a regularity of figure, the teſticle may 
almoft always. be eaſily felt. tat the inferior and poſterior part of the tumor: but mm old 
TTupfutes, Whith have been Jong down, in which the quantity of contents is: large, the 
p LS ac cohſiderably thickened, and he ferotum-of an irregular figure, it often happens 


Gat the taugt 10 ba dt, her init n cally felt in e 1 
ernia, for very obvious reaſons, | 
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ralis, che pain in the teſticle, its enlargement, the hardened ſtate of 
the! epidydirnis, and the exemption of the ſpermatic chord from all 
unnatural fulneG,, are ſuch marks as cannot caſily be miſtaken; not 
to mention the generally proceding Bonorrhea. But if any doubt ſtill 
rexndins, of the true nature uf (the dißeaſe, the, progreſs, of it from 

abowe downward, its different ſtate and Gee in different paſture 
pacticillacly-laying:and ſtanding, together with itz deſcent, and "alcents 
will, if duly aütended to, rut it out of. all ae that the rumor is 

a true Bernina. 013122 it 6a MET» 

If an attempt be made for the een of) the rupture, and it 
conſiſteſl of a piece: of inteſtine, it generally dips up all A once. In 
its return it makes a kind of guggling noiſa, and when, it is up, the 
ſcrotum, and proceſs; will be, found free from any preternatural, Ful- 
dels. Ia portion of omentum formed-it; it retires more gradually, 
without any of the noiſe pf the former, and. requiges. to. be followed 
by the finger tp the laſt. 22115 both gut "and Faul, contributed to che S 
formation pfa it. che gut generally gocs, up fest. and leaves 6 flabhy 
irregular kind of body behind it, which till poſſeſſes the proceſs or 
ſciotutn,,, according as the di ſenſe vas bebongeęle, or oſcheogele, pod 

requiring, ill fagther,,gompretiong at. laſt aſcends, ,, «(212ib doyuar 

The cintefting; ſaid to he moſt frequent. Found i in a ferptalſ h zergis 
is the ilenm, though lit is, alſp gllawed, that e er 
the bolon have: heen mat With, ble. mob bag oonlgor vides el; \ 
his üs ane of the many moximnonbiah xder aeacirs rom, Vri- 
4a. and, -jinattentive ceadgrs:YlobalievesL asd 3on bitt doidw .ninad 
| That a portion of the ileum does often deſcend in a berpial ag is 
beyond allo doubt; but that the deſcent, of more properly prqtruffon, 
ef ea pat of the eum andi gon is arg: ig. ot trug, for it happens 
very freguantly.  Parbapy dt waeuld onto bear to be chablithed, 28 a 1 
in, mprohfff tip de in fre- 
8 quently 


general aalen in oam. both rav 
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quently performing ihe operation” for a Gtrangulstid rupture, it has 
appeared to me, that the greatet number: of thoſein bom! it has 
become neeeſſiry (all attempts to reduce the parts. by hand having 
proved fruitleſs), have conſiſted: of the \cceecum- with: its appendiculag 
and a portion of the colen. Nor will the ſine, diſpoſition, and ir- 
regular figure of this part of cho inteſtinal canal, appear upon due 
eonfideration a very implobable cauſe af the difficulty or impoſbility, 
of reduction by the hand only. 149; 212091 447%, £29197 8, oath, lie 
J have already mentioned the principal ee, eee which 
bernias-ate diſtinguiſhable froth other diſraſes But it is alſo to be 
odſerved;? thdt che ſume kind of rupturd in different people, and 
unter diffettut cireutmſtanoes wears a very varibus faces. the age and 
conſtitution of the ſubject, the date of the diſeaſe, its being free, or 
free fron Arichure; or inflammation; - the ſymptoms which attend 
53 che probability or. improbability of its being returnable, /'nes 
eeffatily prodiiciing müch variety 3. the degree of hazard attending thid 
| eoinplainr i be allo mote or leſs 4 in alt benen ie be che- 
Kanced. | it 495211 q. £43 ul, 4,6 bY nit So. rok 10 baig JU goat 
| 1'Yp" the Kibjectdo ant is e ea fs: Wet oc naaded with 
much difficulty, or hazard ; NY ſoſtneſs and ductility of their fires 
F tendering the reduction cafe well las the idefcent; and 
6bgh from neglect or ihattention it may fall down again; yet it is 


as eaſily replaced, and ſeldom produces any miſchief: I. ſay ſeldoutz 


becauſe 1 häbei fcen! an infünt) one year old, die of 2" tranpulated 
hernia, which had not been dowh two Raye! With all "the" ſyempremt 
ö oiued intents; 2H fl. 15 805 be: 2c[1 Þ noir109, & TrdT_ |? 
* bo the patient be Adult, and in 'the vigour of llfe, 'the'coliequencek 
of negled, or of mall treatment, ate more to be feated thai Fat any. | 
"officer time, för reaſons too obvioks" to nde Felitidg. The great und 
333 ily tot hang . .d: 


Tit $1 
flammation 
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fammation of the gut, and an obſtruction 20 Us. beßägs uf the ali- 
ment, and feces thröugh it: Which inffammiation and Gbſtructior 
are geheruny produced by a ftrleture made on the inteſtine, bythe 
borders of the aperture in the” tendon ef the abdominal muſete; 
through which the hernia ant its ſac pas. Now dt muſt be obvious, 
that the greater the natural "ſtrength of the ſubjeck is in general, ant 
the more Hable 16 inflammation; the rey wetting 
be of ſtricture, and the more miſchief kel to enſue from ir. In 
very old people, the ſymptoms do not uſtally make ſuch rapid 
progreſs, both on account” of the laxity of their” frame, and their 
more languid eitculation; ' and alſo that their fuptares ate moſt fre= 
quently of antient date, and the paſſage 4 good deal dilatod : birt then, 
om the other hand, it ſliould alfo be remembered that they are by 


means exempt from irfflamniatory' ſyrnptöris z and that if ſuch hond 

comme on, che infirmity of old age is 10 Tavotable Circumſtance 

che treatment Which may becbme Heceffür hs? 
A. ce diſcaſe be ceeknt, ant Eg 1 _ 


10 be petri down! and ha 1 8 5 Hr or no 1 jr aber. 
ture in the abdominal muſcle, and ele Reck of the hernial "fac may 
both be preſumed to be large; Which eircumſtances in general render 
e Fegludtion Tels neceſſity and ri YJifficult, and alſo fruſtrate 

alt rational expettati ion” of a Pperſsck cu Kur re. Ou the contrary, | if the 
rupture, be” recent, gr though old has ME been, | kept up, its im- 
mediate reduction is n more "abſolutely" neceſſary, as t the riſque of ſtric- 
ture is) greater from the fo ppofeg fmalneſs] of the. aperture, and tar 
rownels of the neck of the 10 If th tl 8 upture be very large, and | 
ancient, the patient far Ry in be e inteſtine nat bound by 
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any degree of 5 ſtricture, but does its office in the ſerotum regularly, 
and no other inconvenience be found to attend it, but, what proceeds 
from its weight, it will in general be better not to attempt reduc» 
tion, as it will in theſe circumſtances moſt probably ptove fruitleſs, 
and the handling: of the parts in the attempt, may ſo bruiſe and, in- 
jure them as to do miſchief: but this myſt he underſtood, to be ſpoken 
of thoſe, only in which there is. not ghe. ſmalleſt. degree of ſtricture, 
nor any ſymptom af obſtruction in the inteſting ; ſuch een 
making reductipn neceſſary, at all times, andiin every caſes . 
With tegard ta the contents ofa: herpia, if ix; be a, portion of 
omentum only, and has been gradually formed, it ſeldom. occaſions 
ang bad ſymptoms, though its, weight will ſometimes, zender it yery 
gallen But if it be produced ſuddenly hy effort or violence, 
it i if a con iderable. Piece. of the caul by accident ſlip, down. at 
once, it will ſometimes prove painful, and cauſe very diſagrecable 
complaints ; 1 the connection \betweei o che omen tum, ſtomach, | duode- 
num, , bc CC... being ſuch, 3 as to render the, ſudden deſcent of, a large 
pieee of the firſt ſometimes productive of nauſea, , yomiting, cholic, 
and all the diſagrecahl e ſymptoms, acifing, from the derangement of 
theſe Viſcera. When the piece of caul is engaged in ſuch a degree 


4141 


of ſtricture. a as to prevent ti the irculation. of blood through it, it will 


1 vi 


ſometimes, by becoming {gangrenous, be the occaſion, of very bad 


ſymptoms, and even of death, as [ have more than. once een. ; and 
thus, as a niere omental Hernia, it may, ſometimes be ſubject to great 
hazard. But even though it ſhould never be liable to che juſt- men- 
| tioned. evil, that is, though the portion of the caul ſhould remain 
uninjured i in the ſcrotum, yet, it renders , the patient conſtantly liable 
to hazard from another quarter; ; it, makes it every moment poſſible 
for a piece of inteſtine to lip into the fame fac, and thereby add to 


the caſe all dhe Wb and all the. danger ariſing from an inteſtinal 


HUME 


» 


rupture. 


" 
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rupture. It is by no means an uncommon thing for a piece of gut to 
be added to a rupture, which had for many years been merely omen- 
tal, "he * that * to be en ee re e mn— 
help. Rn , ie dub 
An old omental hernia is often rendered not prin 19016 670 an 
alteration made in the ſtate of the prolapſed piebe of caul, than by its 
quantity. It is very cominon for that part of he omentum which 
paſſes through the neck of the ſac to be compreſſed into à hard, 
ſmooth body, and loſe all appearance of caul; white What is below in 
yhe ſcrotum is Iooſt and expanded, and enjoys its natural texture: in 
this caſe reduction is often irhpoſlible, from the mere figure of the 
part; and 1 have ſo often ſeen this, both in tlie eite and the dead, 
that T. am ſatisfied, that for one omental rupture rendered irreducible 
by adheſions, many more become ſo from the cauſe above · men- 
tioned. 45 nne un fo MTN en th [EEE adit 1 elf Os 

In the fac of old Gienger ruptures that have been long down, and 
| only ſuſpended by a bag truſs, it is no very uncommon thing to have 
a pretty conſiderable quanti ity of fluid colledted*: this, in different 
ſtates and Eircumſtances of the diſeaſe, LK of different toe and con- 
fſtence, and ſeldom ſo much in quantity 2 to occaſion any particulas 
attention to it ; 3 but, on the other hand, it ſometimes is ſo much in 
quantity as to become an additional diſeaſe to the e original one. 
have more than once been obliged to let it out, in order to remove 
the inconyentence ariſing from its weight, and the diſtention of the 
ſcrotum, which I have alſo ſeen 'become gangrenous vy the ue xf 


133 | 117 {ib & 14 . Ki) 4 ** E 4125 343 14S * 


of this operation. 1 | 
4 12 


I the hernia be of the kteftilet kind, merely, and ee portion of ; 
gut be ſmall, the riſque is preater," ſtrangülation being more likely 
to happen in this caſe, and more productive of miſchief, when it 


has Fn: for the ſmaller the portion- of gut is which is en- 
liz | gaged,, 
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paged, the tighter the tendon binds, and the more hazardous is ;the 
conſequence. I hive ſeen a fatal gangrene;' in a bubonocele,. which 
had not been formed forty-eight hours, and in whieh the piece of 
inteſtine was little more than half an inch. There are few practiti⸗ 
onert ho have ſeen huſineſs, but knowothe truth of this; but, per- 
haps the teaſn of ita is hot ſufficiently explained. to the upknowing:: 
it is this when, a conſiderable portion of inteſtine, paſſes out from the 
belly in vhernja fag it necelſarily. and unavaidably carries with it a 
 proportional;quantitygf the.meſcntery,., which eygry,hody knows. is 4 
ſtrong double membrape-.;When the, prolapſeg. part is at. all gonſide; 
tahle, this double membrane is is again in ſorne, 1 meaſure. folded ot on, it- 
ſelf, and takes off à good, doal of the effect of, the ſtricture on \.the 
inteſtine: , Now although this circumſtance will not prevent the ef⸗ 


fect, if the means of relief be totally neglected, yet it will moſt cer 
tainly retard the evil, and give more time for aſſiſtance; ; whereas, 


when there is little or none of the meſentery got. through the tendon, 
and the thin, tender inteſtine bears all the force of the ſtricture, it is 
immediately brought into hazard. at 5, 
The practieal inference to be un ng hence is too ten, to 
need mentioning; /;.... - enn e * "_ 
Ia the We as 4n * omental Aeon they which have been 
aften or long down, are in general more eaſily. returned, and do not 
require ſuch, immediate, aſſiſtance, as they, which have ſeldom | been N 
down, or have recently deſcended; and in the one kind of hernja as 


well as in the other, the tate of the } hernial fac with regard. to lize, 
thickneſs, &c. depends very much on the date of the a and the 


regard that has been paid to it. 
If the hernia be cauſed by 0. of the FSR ileum ah i 
is in general more eaſily reducible than if” a part of the colon has de- 
8 with it, which wi will allo. Fr more addreſs aa or = 
: 2 nen 


23 | 4 | 
3 8 
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tience in the attempt. The reduQion of a mere inteſtinal hernia too 


(ceteris paribus) will always remain more practicable than chat of 3 
mere omental one, after it has attained to a certain ſize and ſtate, as 


the part contained within the former is liable to leſs altetation of form 
than that within the latter; which "alteration has alr . been men- 
tioned as 10 o infrequent bindtanee of the r return . e 10 ail rup- 
dure“ a N : 647 
Not that the parts within a mere inteſtinal hernia are abſblutely ex- 
empt from ſuch an alteration as may render their return into the belly 
imiptacticable, even where there is no ſtricture; for I habe ſeen that 
part of the meſentery, which has lain long in the neck of the ſac of 
an old rupture, ſo conſiderably hardened and mne as to Prove a an 
Ns obſtacle to its reduction. | 

Upon the whole, every thing conſidered, I think it may be ſaid, 
that an inteſtinal ruptute is ſubject to worſe ſymptoms, and 4 gteater 
degree of hazard than an omental one, ' though the latter is by no 
means ſo void of either as it is commonly ſuppoſed to be; that bad 
ſymptoms are more likely to attend a recent rupture than one of an- 


cient date; chat the deſoent of a very ſmall piece of inteſtine is more 
hazardous than that of a larger; that the hernia which ebuſiſts of gut 
only is in general attended with worſe circumſtances than that which 
is made up both of gut and caul; and that no true judgment can be 
formed of any rupture at all, unleſs jo? merge relating to it 


dane _ conſideration. © © U en x Lied 
, nan — re ren 
:payu! cure 2 a rupture is Aithler perfect, (called as radical) & 

imperfect, which is called palliative. PRE ann 


This diſtinction, which is juſt and true; and Founded boch on rea- 
ſon and experience, has e been miſunderſtood by the genera , 
2 | | lity 
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lity of ene therefore. heen the cauſe, of much e. 
ved cenſure on the practitioners of ſurg err hes, 2 
The truth is, that though the eyents are extremely different, oo 
the chirurgical means which are made uſe of in either caſe are exactly 
the, ſame, viz. reduction of the protruded parts, and retention of 
them, when ſo, reduced by. proper bandage : theſe, ſometimes, and in 
ſome circumſtances, produce a perfect cure z at other times, and under 
other circumſtances, prove only a palliative one; and this uncertainty 
of event, being dependent on cauſes which a ſurgeon. can neither 
foreſce, vor direct with any talerable degree of certainty, thould, warn 
| him-againRt, being too forward, i in making a promiſe. Aren 
Tochaſe ho are ignorant of the anatomical ſtructure and difpoli. 
tion.of the parts concerned in the diſeaſe, this aſſertion has the air of 
a paradox: they naturally ſuppoſe that the means which are or ſhould 
be made aſe: of to obtain a radical on parfect cure, are or ought to be 
different from, thoſe. ſed toward obtaining only a palliative one; and in 
thi-midake.thes eee by the bold, though falſe e of 
all rupture-quacks. $35 1405 1 SH: Nit 29459: A $3 SECT TI 
Jo labour under a ronblaſms diſorder, perhaps: in the ow joyous 
and] active part. of life, is vety * to be told that a palliative 
cure, by the conſtant uſe of a truſs, is all that can reaſonably be ex- 
pected, gives ſmall, comfort, and renders-the inſinuation, that the re- 
gular; profeſſors of ſurgery: do not. underſtand the proper treatment of 
this diſeaſe, credible, or at leaſt makes it be believed; quod volumur, 


facile credimus. Ignorance of the true nature of the diſorder, with a 
ſtrong deſire to he ell, an the ſide of the patient, and bold plauſible 
promiſes on the ſide of the pretender,.. encourage the deluſion, till 
time, and the continuance of the rupture, prove the fraud, which few 
are found ingenuous enough to own. Whether it proceeds from. a 

falſe baſhfulaeſs, which makes @ man be aſhamed of . e 


that 
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that he has been impoſed upon; from a deſire merely to conceal the 
diſorder; from a pleaſure arifing from ſeeing others deceived as well as 
themſelves ; or from a much worſe cauſe than either of theſe, I know 
not: but it happens not very infrequently that the patient, though 
perfectly undeceived, and convinced of the impoſition, concurs in pro- 
pagating the deluſion, and aſſerts that he has received a carey {which 
he knows he has not. Of this I could produce many inſtances, and 
ſome of thoſe among people of ſuch rank, as one would e nen 
out ſet them above ſack diſingenuouſneſs; - ''- . 
I have already ſaid, that to replace the as "Fg or - bodies, 
within the cavity of thechelly, and to prevent their falling out again. 
by means of a proper bandage, is all that the art of ſurgery is eapable 
of doing in this diſeaſe: and what I ſaid was ſtrictly true. But it 
muſt; alſo be remembered, that nature, according to the age of the pa- 
tient, the date of the diſeaſe, the kind of rupture, and ſome other 
circumſtances, is often capable (when | properly aſſiſted, and not ob- 
ſtructed) of doing more, and of confirming that as à perfect cure in 
ſome, which in others ſhe leaves imperfect, and conſtantly requiring 
the aſſiſtance of art: for when the portion of gut or caul, or what- 
eyer formed the tumor, is perfectly and properly replaced in the belly, 
and an opportunity thereby given to the aperture in the tendon to con- 
tract itſelf, and for a proper bandage to bring the fides of the entrance 
of the hernial ſac as near together as it will admit, the ſurgeon has re- 
ally done his part; what remains is that of nature: and whether ſhe 
will be capable of ſo contracting the part, as to prevent a future de- 
| Neent o or not, is matter of great uncertainty; ĩt is acircumſtance which 
art has very little power of «ſifting, 1 wy can 10 oon Waun 
deen eee, ee ee le eee 
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- 'Oi-the- contrary: all che pretenſions, which have at different times 
been made to remedies, induced with a capacity of healing and con- 
ſolidating the: parts ſuppoſed to be broken or torn, of of conftringing 
ſuch as art dilated; have all proved inefficacious and deluſtve, to ſay 
theqbeſt: of them: the perts concerned” in this diſeaſe, and Which 
ought/to-be- affected by the operation of ſuch remedies,” ate'abſolute- 
ly out of the reach of any applications or medicines whatever t the 
| relief which ſome people have found while under ſuch proceſſes, has 
been from the long reſt which they have been ſubjocted to, or from 
the Rrict bandage which has been put upon them; either of which will 
in ſome caſes de a great deal chile the retisdies which are either 
applied or taken, are made uſe of merely to deceive, and never had, 
of can have, any fhare in the real cure of a rupture. i gail 20 
By Whit Has been ſaid, I muſt beg not to be underſtood Ac teen 
that when' the gut or caul have been once replaced; the patient can 
receive no farther! benefit from chirurgical affiſtance; nor that every 
tupture in perſons of mature age is incapable of perfect eure: this 
is far from my meaning, and fat from truth. There are many eit 
cumſtanees attending ruptures,” which will require frequent aſſiſtance, 
in order tot render à cute more probable; ; anck thete are many rup- 
tures in perſont bf mature age, which will admit of perfe& cure, if 
properly and judiciouſly managed from the flrſt. F 
. only mean to contradi& that poſi itive aſſertion. which all kößtrre 
gquacks mike” ufe of, und winich too many of mankind believe, viz. 
that there! ire” medieines and applications which are fpecific in the 
cure of this "diſeaſe; and that they (fueh. quicks) are rel of 
wem] both which are abfolutely falſmeemga. 
As this is a matter of ſome importance to mankind; and may pof- 
ſibly be rendered ſtill more zan by a few e 1 bog! * 
t be * in them. 


The 


— 


— — that the: ruptuxes of infants, and of very 


| young children, frequently admit of a perfect cure; ihoſe of adults 


let frequently and thoſe of old people ſeldom, or never; all whichs 
with certain limitations, is true. 

The great and material diffrrence between theſe. conſiſts i in the ſtate 
of the hernial me- u Sr RS in dae eee enden 


„ ögh uhirkt it paſſes l. „ e ny og t he 1 Eng 7 
The ſac of a hernia has, already been deferibed as being an-elonga« 


tion or proceſs of the peritoneum; or general lining of the cavity of 


the belly, thruſt down. before the body conſtituting the ſwelling; which 
body is enveioped in it as in a bag, ſomewhat reſembling what is 


membrane of which it is a portion; and being of a very dilatable na- 


ture is eaſily; enlarged, according to the quantity of contents Which 


inſinuate themſelves into it: like ſome other parts of the body, it 
doereaſes in thickneſs· and toughneſs as it increaſes in capacity; and 

as it ſeldom, if ever, returns back into the belly after it. has once 
paſſed out from it, it is by the repeated deſeents of a portion of gut, 
ot caul, into it, gradually inlarged i in ſize, and conſequently in thick - 
neſs q inſomuch that in old ruptures that have been neglected, or 


deemed irreducible, or been ſuffered to remain long, or always down, - 
it generally acquires a very conſiderable degree of toughneſs, thick- 


| nels,” and hardneſs. In thoſe ruptures which are not of the conge- 
nial Kind, at firſt it- gets no lower than the gfoin;/ and while it re- 


mains there is generally ſmall and thin; but by frequent protruſions 


of the inteſtine or omentum, it is puſhed by degrees into the ſero- 
tum, and then moſt frequently acquires a pytiform kind of figure, 
| having its broader 1355 in the ſcrotum, and-its/harrow _ or 8 N 


17 


in the groin- o BE $63 7; asi 2133 19 350 aft ee 
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vulgarly called a thumb - ſtall, or the finger of a glove cut off. While 
the hernia is recent, this bag is thin and fine, like the reſt of the 


44 


4986 | "Av 1 R RAT IS Bo 


"26 MAS, m Very "young" Ibjeös) and n revert Ade, this fic, 
F its ſoft; —— Tte; is eapable of having its wpper part; or neck, 
ſs compteſſed by means of a bandage, as either to procure an union 
of the ſides with each other, or at leaſt ſo to leſſen the diameter of 
its paſſage 4s to prevent the deſcent of any thing into it from ro 
| Bally's this produces Whit is commonly valled a perfect cure. 

In thoſe of mature age, or whoſe ruptures. are of ſome Nanding, 
the entrafee itito the fac is generally large, in proportion to the fize 
and age ef he patient, and thicker and firmer than in the former 
Kate, for reaſons juſt iven; in theſe, therefore, the cloſing or m- 
Pfteſſton of its geek, cough to hinder the falling down of any thing 
from the abdomen, is more difficult to accomplith,” and more unlike- 
ly to ſuceted. In very ancient! people, or very; old ruptures, ſucceſs 
is ſtill more improbable, for the ſame reaſon?s bo bf en 7 
X bandage therefore, or truſs, though i it is the only remedy, at i all 
ages, and in all ſtates, of redueible ruptures, yet acts in a different 
manner, and is capable of producing very different effects, according 
to the circumſtances of the caſes in which it is applied: in very 


young perſons, ! 4. radical cure is frequently the conſequence in the 
middle-aged it often gives the tendon and mouth of the ſac ſuch op- 


but as. it only ſerves by the mere preſſure of the pad to keep the 
parts in their proper place, in very old people it can hardly ever be 
laid afide, without hazard of a new deſcent, which, amd it is worn 

peopiniyt: it will almoſt always prevent. = 

- From the foregoing ſhort ane the following facts may, I think, 
1 collected. * | WII be 
I. That the en cbesbeets nw a rupture muſt 9 
fabject to great variety, according to the age and conſtitution of ' the 
TAS the date of the leaſe, Ke. and — that the pre- 


ciſe 


portunĩty of being contracted, as to produce nearly the ſame event: 
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ciſe caſe, and age, in which a radical or perfect cure is obtainable or 
not, is not eaſy to be determined, though a judicious man will moſt 
commonly know when it is very Amprobable, 2 
2. That recent ruptures, if immediately and properly taken care ef, 
capable of a perfect cure at almoſt any age. 5 
hat though the thiekgeh of the hernial ſab, ang” "the Ke 
FF of the abdominal aperture, are generally mentioned as 27 5 two 
cauſes why. old ruptures do not admit of a N vet in fact Fre 
ter is only a conſequence « of the former. Dt "OR OT” 
4. That all external applications in the atte nn t toward | the cute 
of a rupture, muſt, if they are "uſed with | apy , efign at all, be i in 
| tended either to conſttinge the aperture through which the parts 
have deſcended, or delten or contract the N of the neck of 
| Ho Bernie! ls. EW ww gd 
| That the conſtruction a the tendinojs tis a ſuch 
medicines. could penetrate to it) is im poffible, while it continues di- 
lated, by an öld, thick, tough herhial 1 Ker which fac, from the con- 
eftions it always has with the cellular membrane of the ſpermati 
chord, Gi 880 Ting returned. into the” belly; and theittots, © | 
9 9. Tbat ſueh f thedicines can be dl 5 o other 9 wal by 
CPE that fac * again thin; fine, Ant il teſſible; ich, from 
the natute of thin 86, and from all experleti tea is" abſolutely lips 
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pen ant on — 


| ferent circumſtances attending the diſe sale, 1 thall | 

for 2 gd better information che e inexp 2 reader divide them 

inte four clatfes ; 3 wo er W. ic ; I thin 4 ay be © 988 rehended” 18 
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ys Fs 17 the ſecqnd g, thoſe which b. have been f wn, that the e- 
gntained nin 55 er ſo. tered i a form, 0 or, haye 1 ſuch 
d conngions,. 4 ge. We Ann, pable of þ Wing. fer 
| bs. telt data welt; ol; food ii Fino 
> Vo 41 Tos chend thoſe in whic Hick Ridge bas 
N 6 on the protru parts, 88 t to. on ing on pain, and pro duce | 
ſuch enen E n Mnf 45 to trades, iam 
edugion necelfary,. but at the ſame tupe Aificult. 
4 4. And under the fourth, I ſhall place thoſe 15 Which 


the Feturn 
of the parts by the mere hand is abſolutely impracticable, and in 
which the patient's life can be ſaved only by a chirurgical operation. 

The firſt is very frequently. met with in infants, , and ſometimes in 
adults, and is too often neglected in both. In the former, as the 
deſcent ſeldom happens but when the infant Qrains to, cry, and. the 
gut, is either eaſily put up, or returns, ſu& ſponte, as ſoon as the 
5 becomes quiet, it Am; 5 eicher totally unattended to, or an 
| 1 attempt 


on R UPTURE S. 253 
attempt made to reſtrain it only by a bandage made of cloth or di- 
mity, and which being ineffectual for ſuch purpoſe, lays che founda- 
tion of future trouble and miſchief. 

This is in great meaſure owing to a common opinion, that a young - 
fiat cannot wear a ſteel truſs: a generally prevailing. error, and 
which ought to be corrected. There is no age at which ſuch 
truſs may not be worn, or ought not to be applied; it is, when 
well made, and properly put on, not only perfectiy ſafe and eaſy; 
but the only kind of bandage that can be depended upon; and as, a 
radical cure depends greatly on the thinneſs of the hernial fac, and its | 
being capable of being ſo compreſſed. as poſſibly to unite, and there 

by intirely cloſe the paſſage from the belly, it muſt therefore appear 

to every one who will give himſelf the trouble of thinking on the 
ſuhject, that the fewer times the parts have made a deſcent, and the 
ſmaller. and finer the elongation of the fert is, the bre the 

Probability of ſuch cure muſt be. ws 

The fame method of acting dd. for the fame aſe pe good i in 

a every age in which a radical cure may reaſonably be expected; that is, 

the protapſed- parts cannot be too ſoon returned, nor too carefully 

prevented from falling down again, every new deſcent *rafering, f 0 

Ait. both more diſtant and more uneertain. 

As ſoon as the parts are returned, the truſs ſhould be e 142 
8 on, and worn without remiſſion, care being taken, eſpecially if 
the patient be an infant, to keep Up as on which. it eg con- 
8 waſhed, to prevent galling. | | 

It can hardly be neceſſary to ſay, thatiqhe (irgeon thould 1 cate- 

ful to ſee that the truſs fits, as his ſucceſs and reparation depend on 

ſuch care. A truſs which does not preſs enough is worſe than none 
at all, as it occaſions loſs of time, and deceives the patient or his 
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Ser f ant trbable; by prbducing an infa mation and telling 
of the ſpermatic chord; and ſometimes of the teſticle. 
In adults, whoſe ruptures are of long ſtanding, and aceuſtomed to 

| feectubrrt deſcent, the hernial ſac is generally firm and thick, and the 
dpetture in the tendon of the abdominal muſcle large; the freedom 
ant eaſe” with which the parts return into the belly, When the pa- 
tient is in a ſupine poſture, and the little pain Which attends à rup- 
ture of this kind, often render the perſons who labour under it care- 
leſs: but all ſuch ſhould be informed, that they are in conſtant dan- 
ger of ſuch alteration in their complaint, as may put hem into great 
hazard, and perhaps deſtroy them. The paſſage from the belly being 
qpen, the quantity of inteftine in the hernial fac is always liable to be 
Increaſed, and when down, to be bound by a ſtricture. An inflamma- 
tion of that portion of the gut which is down, or ſuch obſtruction 
in it 4s may diſtend and enlarge it, may at all times produce ſuch 
complaints as may put the life of the patient into imminent danger; 
and therefore, notwithſtanding this kind of hernia may have been 
borne for a great length of time, without having proved either trou- 
bleſome or hazardous, yet as it is al ways poſſible to become "ſo, and 
chat very ſüddenly, it can never be prudent or ſafe to neglect it. 
Even though the rupture ſhould be of the omental kind, (which 
conſidered abſtractedly is not ſubject to that degree or kind of dan- 
ger to which the inteſtinal is liable) yet it may be ſecondarily, or by 
accident, the cauſe of all the fame miſchief; for while it keeps the 
mouth of. the hernial fac open, it renders the deſcent of a piece of 
-  Inteſtine always poſſible, and conſequently always kikely to 2 
| * miſchief Which may proceed from then ee. 
They who labour under a hernia thus circumſtanced, that i is, d 
ruptures have been generally down while they have been in an erect 
nete and which have either wu up of themſelves, or have been 
cally 
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caſily put up in a ſupine one, ſhould be particularly careful to have 

their truſs well made, and properly fitted a for the mouth of the ſac, 

and the opening in_the tendon. being both large and lax, and the parts 

having been uſed to deſcend through them, if the pad of the truſs be 

not placed right, and there be not a due degree of elaſticity in the 
ſpring, a piece of inteſtine will, in ſome poſture, flip down behind 
it, and render the truſs productive or that bi. 4 kind of miſchief. 
which. it ought to prevent. 

1 t is ſcarcely credible how very fmall an opening will ſerve for a pot-- 
tion of gut or caul to inſinuate themſelves into at ſome times. Now, 
though in perſons of mature age it moſt frequently proves impracti- 

cable ſo to compreſs the mouth of the hernial fac, as abſolutely to 
cloſe it, yet by the conſtant uſe of a well-made truſs, it may be ſo- 
leſſened, as to-render the deſcent of a, piece of inteſtine into it much 
more difficult ; from CRE we may. learn the great conſequence of 
J having the part completely reduced before the truſs j is applied, and the 
danger that may be. incurred by laying ſuch bandage aſide after it has 
been worn, ſome time; ſince the ſame alteration which renders the de- 
ſcent of the gut leſs eaſy, will alfo make the reduction more difficult,. 
if a piece ſhould happen to get down: and hence alſo we may learn 
why the bandage ſhould be long and unremittingly worn by all thoſe 
whoſe time af life makes the expectations of a perfect cure reaſonable, 
many of the ruptures of adults being owing to the negligent manner 
in which children at ſchool are ſuffered to wear their truſſes. 
I I know a gentleman who has for ſome years had an omental rupture, 
, which was neglected while he was young, and he having naturally a 
lax habit, and the abdominal opening being much dilated, he finds it 
extremely difficult to keep it up, even with the beſt truſs he can get, 


behind which it will ſometimes: Vp: down: When ou 8 happens, it 
gives « 
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gives hick Srl krmiediae;and: acute. pain at his 6 
him ſo intolerably fick, that he is obliged immediately to throw: him- 


ä n on his een Re ee Were of omentum. 
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TN ie e dab. 1 conkes thoſe caſes'l in ben tie parts conſti- 
tuting the hernia are found irreducible, but not in à Rate, of in- 
Aae. nor e 1 troubleſome or eee, kind of _ 
Hmptoms. Rh 1 M ne 
This incapacity of üucnon may be owing to el Shak, but 

moſt frequently ariſes either from the largeneſs of the quantity of the 
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contents, from an'alteration made in their form and texture, or from 


connections and adhefions which they have contracted Fin each ates 
ou with their containing bag. ; 1775 1 5 23 bv. ee 7 

1 have already mentioned it as my opinion, that ruptures are 1 
times rendered difficult to be reduced by that portion of the inteſtinal | 


canal Which. is called the cœcum, or the beginning of the colon, be- 
5 ing contained i in the hernial ſac. Of which fact am as much con- 


vinced as the nature of ſuch kind of things will N z. that | is, 4 
obſervations made both on the living and the dead. 4 5 


When a hernia of this kind (viz. one containing uch 2 part of mY | 
_ Inteſtinal tube) has been long neglected, and ſuffered to remain in the 


ſerotum without any bandage at all to ſupport its weight, the herhial 
fac being conſtantly dragged down, and kept in a ſtate of diſtention, 


12 neceſſarily becomes thick, hard, and tough; by this means the dia- 


meter of its neck is leſſened, and the return of the inteſtine back 
from the ſerotum into the belly. rendered tore and more difficult; as - 
the pe througly which. it is to ans eee, and. leſs. capable 

of 
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of yielding: ThisWill} indeed;'inile probe an obſtruction ſuffici- 
ent to hinder any part of the inteſtine, or eben of the omentum, from 
being returned; but the more the difficulty" is} which proceeds from 
the mere figure and fize of the portion of gut, the greater will be the 
obſtruction when added to that-arifipg from the juſt mentioned cauſe; 
An alteration produced by time, and conſtant, though gentle, preC.- 
ſure in the form and conſiſtence, or texture of the *dmentum; is alſb 
no infrequent e 25 eee up mea become mn, 
idle: 1200 a2; 
The cellular OA in all parts Pr body, beet looſe * | 
light its natural texture may be, is capable of becoming hard, firm, 
and compact, by conſtant preſſure. Of this there are ſo many, and 
10 well-known inſtances, that it is quite unneceffary*to/ produce any. 
The omentum, from its texture, is liable to the ſame conſequence. 
Whicn a portion of it has been ſuffered to remain for a great length of 
time in the ſcrotum, without having ever been returned into the belly, 
it often Kappens that although that part of it which is in the lower 
| pat of the hernial ſac preſerves: its natural foft, adipoſe, expanſile 
Nate,” yet all that part which paſſes through what is called the neck of 
the fat'is,” by conſtant preſſure, formed into a hard, firm; incompreſ- 
file, carnous kind of body, incapable of being expanded, and taking 
| the form of the paſſage in which it is confined, exactly filling that paſ⸗ 
ſage, and Werten it impoſſible to puſh up the looſe pare which fills 


the Krotum!” 
On This is, no theoretic opinion, but a fact, Which 1 have ſeen and 


proved often; ; and whoever. will reflect on b. will immediately find i in 
it one pe . to abe; tum WNT _ wy A . 
tur 6% 21 0 

The fame: reaſon for nach ks teduGi6n is lbb Eitedes wet 
| with in ru ptutes of the e kind, froth a an e Produced on 
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that part of the meſentery which has been ſuffered to lic. gniet for. a 
great length af time in the neck of an old hernial ag. 17055 
The other impediment, which I mentioned, to the return of old 
ruptures, is connection and adheſion of the parts, either with each 
other, or with the bag containing them. This is common to both 
che inteſtinal and mental hernia, and is produced by flight inflamma- 
tions of the parts, Which have been permitted to lie long in contact 
with each other, or perhaps in many caſes from the mere contact only. 
Theſe adheſions are more or leſs firm in different caſes, but even the 
ſlighteſt will almoſt always be found an invincible _—_ to the re- 
duction of the adherent parts, by the hand on. 
May, or perhaps moſt of theſe irreducible en become lo * 
mere time and neglect, and might at fixft have been returned; but 
hen thay are got into this ſtate, they are capable of no relief from 
ſungerh dot the application af a ſuſpenſory bag, to take, off or leſſen 
the i indonvenience ariſing from the weight of; the ſcrotum. 
- People in this ſituation ſhould be particularly careful not to make 
any attempts beyond. their ſtrength, nor aim at feats of agility ; they 
ſhould. take care to ſuſpend the lgaded ſcrotum, and to keep it out of 
the way of all harm from preſſure, bruiſe, &c. When the tumor is 
very, large, a ſoft quilted holſter ſhould: be worn at the, bottom of the 
ſuſpenſary to prevent excoriation, and ile ſcrotum ſhould be frequently 
ned for the fame reaſon; a loſs of {kin in this part, and in ſuch 
circumſtances, 


us. 4 1 not 1 4 that moſt of theſe ige capable e P by the oreli for 
the böbondctle, 2s lt is callel; but as T Huld never thin ôf pröpofing it in any Gale 
uin which there are not ſymptoms that threaten the life of the patient, ſo I have not men- 
tioned it in this place as a means of cure. I alſo am not unappriſed what influence a ſuc- 
i Mano or _ Fbis {art has had on the unkaowingz but L alſo know, thatfuch 
accidental ſucceſſes haye boldened e ſame rs, to commit more than one or tw 
1 in fimilar caſes 3 0 that, rom opt Fe of en 12. of theſe 9 
fareldodtors haye been largely rewarded, when they ought to have been hanged. © 
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circumiſtances, being ſometitnes of the uten importatice“ They 
ought alſd to be particularly attentive to the office of the inteſtinal ca- 
nal, to ſce that they do not by ahy irregularity of diet dHoHther it , and 
keep themſelves from being coſtive, for reaſons tod obvious to need re- 
lating. fn By theſe means, and with theſe cautions, many people liavt 
paſſed their lives for many years free from diſeaſe, or complälnit, with 
very large irreducible „„ ST 0990 Tn: RP 0.7 IN: 

On the other hand, it is fit that mankind ſhould'be A pptiſeck that the 
quiet; inöffenſive ſtate: of this kind of hernia'is by no means to be de- 
pended upon; many things may happen to it, by v which it may be 10 
altered, as to become hazardous, and even fatal: an inflammation of 
chat part of the gut which is down, any obſtruction to the paffage of 
che aliment or feces" through it, à ftffctute made by the abdominal 
tendon,” either on what has been long down,” or bn a new portion 
which may at any time be added to it, are always capable of ſo altering 
the ſtate of the caſe, as to put the liſe of the patient into danger. 

Indeed the hazard atiſing from a ſtricture made on 4 piece of inte- 
ſtine contained in the ſac of an old irreducible hernia, is in one reſpect 


greater than that attending one that has been found at times reduciles, 


ſince from the nature of the caſe it will hardly. admit of any attempt 
toward relief, but the operation, and that in theſe circumſtances mut 
ann be accompanied with additional difficalty.* we br aL 
FOR ph: LK Ft FR © Among, 
| ; . dete Ine tions 26 deſired to Ys prſent at the opening of . 2 nd 1 2 
who had for many years laboured under a large irreducible hernia, but which: had never 
given him any other trouble than what proceeded: from its weight, and who died very 
old: my then tate of health would not permit me to go, but I defired leave to ſend a 
very ingenious young gentleman, Mr. Price, who was then my pupil at St. Bartholo- 
mew's, and is now ſettled in Wales. The following is the account he gave me: 
The hernia was of ſourteen years ſtanding, during h ich time no attempt had ever 
© been made for its reduction; it was on the right fide, a the ſerotum to ſuch 
0 cc a 
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Among the ruptures which have been thought not reducible, and 
: treated. as, f ich, there haye been ſome which, upon more judicious and 
more patient attempts, have been found capable of reduction. 
When this ĩs ſuſpected to be the caſe, the proper method 1b ab- 
ſolute reſt, in a ſupine poſture, for a conſiderable length of time, by 
great abſtinence, and the uſe of evacuants, ſo to leſſen the ſize of the 
parts in the hernial ſac as 0. render * erh. of paſſing pc 
again, inte the belly. | 14 1 
This method has now 55 then 83 nk bn eats | 
| worth, the trying; but previous to the attempt, there ſhould be ſome 
circumſtance. which makes ſucceſs probable ; and there ſhould alſo be 
good reaſon to helieye, that the habit and age of the patient will bear 
the neceſſary confinement and evacuation z otherwiſe, even though be 
ond avs rid of his fte he 1 be much worſted by the AP 
timent. * 2 . 2 
I ſuch attempt ſucceeds, a 10 ſhould be immediately put on, | 
| and," worn conſtantly, without onions fan. in theſe people, the 
Cf he's ann ' 6 AG TR he} lar wy 
Bb n r 26 e of S en. 0 Fer”. "#4 86* | Sx 4b $4.2 d 8 
1 « 
4 fle, 5 that it mtaftired. from the opening i in the abdomival muſcle, to the bottom 
e orte tumor, fourteen inches and a half, and round the tumor twenty-two inches 3 
the ring, as it is called, was very large, and had no appearance of ſtricture ; the ſac ; 
c was not ſo thick as, might have been expected, ani contained no water; the jejunum, 
** ileum, the ſac of the colon, called the caecum, with its appendicula vermiformis, 
* together with a large portion of omentum, were the contents; the duadenum was ſo 
& diſplaced by the weight of the reſt of the guts within the ſac, that its direQion 
from the pylorus was perpendicular; the caul adhered to the hernial ſac in ſeveral 
3 places, the inteſtine in none; the teſticle, included in its tunica vaginalis, was much 
5 —_* =» 6. waſted; che ſpermatic artery and vein ran down behind the hernial fac, but the vas 
| _ 6 deferens ran up on the inner and left ſide of ity at a great diſtance from them, thro? 
the whole of its courſe, but neverdieteſs. would not weed been- in the wy of the 
| operation had it been neceſſary.” | 5 
HFildanus gives an account ts 2 man {eats cure a by kix months 6 confident e to. 
i, in S OI e Iv! | : 
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largeneſs of the abdominal aperture, the thickneſs of the hernial fac, 
and the relaxation of the meſentery, make a new — sern 
be apprehended and guarded againſt. 

An omental rupture, which has been ſo long iii the dt as to 
have become irreducible, is very ſeldom attended with any bad 
ſymptoms, conſidered abſtractedly: but, as T have already ſaid, it is 

conſtantly capable of being the occaſion of an inteſtinal hernia, and 
all its conſequences; neither is that all, for the omentum, either ſo 
altered in form and texture, or ſo connected as to be incapable of 
reduction, may by accident inflame, and either become gangtenous or 

ſuppurate, and be the occaſion of a great deal of trouble. Of this L 
have ſeen two or three inſtances; one of which I will relate. 

I was deſired to ſee gentleman, from whoſe ſcrotum' near a pint 
of brown, ſanious, fetid fluid had been diſcharged two or three days 
before. The account he gave of himſelf was as follows; That he had 
been from his youth ſubject to the deſcent of a foft, flabby body into 

the ſcrotum, when he was in an erect poſture, but which for many 
years he could put up when he pleaſed, and which always went up 
when he lay down; that having no trouble from it, and being na- 
turally hy and baſhful, he had done nothing to it, nor ever ſhewed 
it to any one; that from the ſudden ſpring of an untuly horſe, he had | 
ſtruck it with great violence againſt the pummel of his ſaddle, which: 47 | 
had given him immediate pain; that the next day it ſwelled ſtill 
more, and became more painful, but that being afraid, or aſhamed, 
he ſtill concealed it, and only anointed it with ſomething greaſy, till 
at laſt he could bear it no longer: the perſon to whom he ſhewed it 
took it for a hydrocele, tapped it, and let out the fluid juſt men- Fr 4 
d and en the fifth or 1225 day nne GN I faw r 
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oe Garengeot relates the caſe of dene producing very bad ſymptoms 3 and 0 
dves Dionis. 
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The whole ſerotum was müch inflamed, uud the“ orifltet made by 
the trocar faul and ſioughy: he had a degree of heat and fever upon 
him, which forbad any operation at thutime ; und thetefore f deſired 
that he might be dreſſeu ſoft und eaſy, have an emollient cataplaſim 
applied to the hDle ferotum loſe ſome blood) and have A glyſter- 

By proper care the tumor ſubſided, his fever left him, and the ſſough 
caſting off largely brouglit the putrid omentum within vic j upon ſight 
of \whiclyT. which Tw jd fave! laid the whole open, but was het 
permitted I enlarged the orifloe a Title, and im ſo doing cut through: 
an old hennial ſac; which was very thick and hard; What part of the 
omentum was looſe} I brought away with a pair of forceps; but the 
ſeparation, of the hole took up much time, and the hard herniab ſac 
cauſed ſo many abſceſſes, and occaſioned fo large a diſcharge, that 
being a valetudinariap, he had nn ſunk under it, * it not been 
for the free uſe of thè bark. 2 30098 24 T „od 
If, "inſtead of this Wethod t wrecking 15 I bad Wer [ons to 
have laid it open through the whole of its length, removed the rot- 
ten omentum, and cut off ſome part of the ſides uf the hernial ſae, 
the cure would have been ſhortened, | and «thus: terotum would! have; 
been left in a much better Ka: led; bas wb. views 

That an omental rupture, which has Wa as reſiſted all attempts 
for, reduction, as to cteate a belief of its being abſolutely! :irreduciblett 
may now and then, by long reſt and abſtinence, becom capable of 
being returned. I am under no doubt, for reaſons which Have alrea- 


dy been mentioned: and not long ago, I had myſelf a patient in St. 


Bartholomew's hoſpital; ho underwent the operation for thelradical 
cure of a hydrocele; who had alſo an omental hernia; which I and 


ſome others had oftew tried ĩneffectually to reduce: this, during the 
time of his confinement to bed after the operation, went up of its 
OWN oth: and was ever afterwards kept there 96 rng. 

r It 5 
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It ſometimes happens in old compound ruptures, chat che piece of 
inteſtins is reducible; and xhat of the omentum is not; in which caſe 
we are told, that the portion of inteſtine-ſhould be kept up by a truſs, 
whoſe pad may be fo made, as not to m on 1 omentum n: it 
reſtrains the inteſtine. % bin 8 tinte D* per Js 

I will not deny: that this may now and then be FRO but i it 13- 
not bftenfo, and it ought to be  particutarly attended to, and very 
carefully watched; leſt a ſmall piece of gut we Gy and "Wy. 
nog on by the truſs produce fatal miſchief. 

I haye ſeth an omental rupture, in which the piece include tk the | 
ſac had 1 Hardneſs,” the Fi: * and ever other e of a 
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TNDER te Kira div Fr reckon hoff : ruptures Sich are 

Jede, but whoſe reduction, i Is difficult, and | hich, i are 
bd with” pain and trouble nd hazard. 3 N AS 
> Difficulty of reduction n may be owing to ſeveral cauſes. The fize 
of the piece of omentum, 0 or the inflamed ſtate of it; the ; quantity. 
of inteftine and 'meſentery, ! an inflammation of the gut o or its diſten= 
tion by feces or wind ; or the ſmalneſs of the aperture of the tendon 
through which- Ae ernie paſſes.” But to Whatever cauſe it be'owin 7, 
if the prolapſed body halt b. be immediately replaced, and the pa- 
tient ſuffers pain, or is prevented thereby from going | to tool, it is 


called an incateerated hernia, A e hernia, 0 or a hernia 20 


FyY 
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The ſymptoms are, a « ini f in the! groin « or ſcrotum ref ting the 
impreſion of the fingers: : if the hernia be of the inteſtinal kind, it is 
generally 
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generally painful to-the-toueh,, and. the pain is iogreaſed, by coughivg, 
ſneezing, of; tandipgupright..;Thaſe are the-.yery firſt ſymptoms! and 
if they are not gelicved; ate ſoon followed by others, viz a ſickneſs 
at the ſtomach, a frequent. reaching or inelination to vomit, a ſtop- 
page of all diſcharge per anum, attended with a frequent, hard pulſe, 
and ſome, degree of fevers bas won * * aich vers vnd 3on. Hiw J 
A patient in, theſe, Ma wy maybe jlggked bpon ven in lame 
danger, and requiring immediate aſſiſtancg. A ſtricturę made on: the 
ptolapſed part of the gut, by the, borders, of the natural aperture in 
the tendon. pf the ,obligue, muſcle, Buff immediate, cauſe of theſe 


Hmptoms, Which nothing gan appeals or. remaye, Excopt, what vill 
take off that ſtricture. This can be accompliſhed only by remoying 


the part ſo bound from the tendinous opening ; that is, by returning 
it back into the belly, whence it came; or by dividing a part of the 
tendon itſelf : the former of theſe, when it can be practiſed, is al- 
ways molt eligible, . and makes our preſent ſubject. N 


ak have Already 1 d, chat a portion of .inteſtine, er 
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ther bound by ahy, ree of Krickure, nor affected | by.inflammatiop, - 
will remain quiet in a ernial f fac Ip t the 8 and P 1 form! * j 


= 5 14S # 


office freely : and perfectly; b but the int ſtant either of the above- 
age accidents (particularly the otmer) happens, the.caſe js de 
tered; th e 55 both of the aliment and fees, i is ſtopped. or inter- 
| u {ol periſtaltic motion of the who canal. is diſturbed or e | 
verted 7 — ieee 1 At books Ir gh .the Mon 


Fa cauſe, and is juſtly 1 for from it. The tumor, the 
pain, the tenſion of the belly, the nauſea, the vomiting, and the 


SOM 10 
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ſuppreſſion of ſtools, ſy CO en rae. 
able only by removing it. ; 404-4084 31 - 15 342 9 

Mi preſent. r being thyf/ragrales: ich are bel. 
of being returned, I am n] to peak of the manner of attempting 
ſuch reduction. enn % 1. t 
The patient ſhould be laid in a ſupine poſture, with is trunſt cer- 
tainly as low, if not lower than his thighs; the thigh on the diſda fed 
fide ſhould be fo elevated, as to contribute as much as poſſibſo to 
the relaxation of the abdominal aperture; and then the ſurgeon, graſp- 
ing the lower part of the tumor; gently with his hand in ſuch a man- 
ner as to keep the teſticle from aſcending. and the ãutaſtine from de- 
ſcending. mull endeavour! to procure the return. of the latter through 
the ring, as it is vulgarly called, by gentle continued preſſure. tomatcd 
that gpening., H the caſe; be a bubonacele, there will. be no gecafion: 
for, enfdeayouring, to. graſp, the tumor, but by, continued, modergte 
Preſſute on it with the, fingers,. to endeavour he return pf the pigce- 


of, gut. : PSHimmo 29 of een Ano 1 4 20 0110 otis 
iis This may for ve far. a general ape of * method of, performy 


ing this operation; but the exact manner of executing it is ane, of 
theſe, manœuvres which. can be learnt only by obſervation and prac- 
tice, and of which no verbal deſcription can convey an adequate. and 
perfect idea; knowledge of the ſtructure, and ſituation of the. parts, 

will indroct. any; one; how 10 80 about it, anda, Lie Price, will 
ſaon, make. him adroit. to 015337 21 hor 63 bane ohtvurm lenimaQbds 
The paſture, af.the body, and the diſpoſition of dhe Joer limbs, 
may be made very aſſiſtant in this operation, hen the. difficulty is 
confjderable,z. the nearer the, poſture approaches; to; what js commonly. 
called ſtanding on. the, head, the better, a8 it. cauſes the whole Packet | 
of mall inteſtipes to fans. as i were, by the ſtrangulated W 
and may, thereby OS it, A little Aged ene ſpent in this 


* p1ido ASH | Mm. anne. 


the hernial fac” caſy; but I am afraid that ſuch kind of applications 
have in general been the occaſion of much more miſchief than good, 
The effect 6f chem Lal hardly reach beyond the {kin and membrana 
$ cellulacis, and” may Poffibiy, by relaxing them, take off ſome mall 
part of the” pain which ariſes from their diſtention, but will ſeldom 

| OY een the mmol: en oath =  tencon of the 
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manner will frequently be attended with ſucceſs, and obtain a return 
df the part; but if it ſhould not, and the handling of it (Which, I 
muſt repeat, ſhould always be gentle) becomes painful and very fati- 
guing to the patient, we are adviſed to deſiſt a few neee 
effect of other mess ——Ee 


7 -» Theſe razins/are: phlebotomy, guten cathartics, the nes 


of -eataphifras; fomentations, embrocations, ccc 1 ih 2 
Children, eſpecially vety young ones bear the loſs af blood very 
All, and arg very apt to: ſwoon, if: the quantity be at all conſiderable : 
if therefore ſuck aocident: happens, the ſurgeoh | ſhould embrace the 
_opportunity:which ſuch general relaxation will afford him of reducing 
the rupture, efpebially as it gives him another advantage by -provent- 
diz we child from erying, and making reſiſtade. er tri ou Nit 
| Perhaps there is no diſeaſe affecting tie hutmat body in Which 
bleeding is found more eminetly and immediately ſerviceable than in 
"this, and which- therefore, if there are nd particular eirtumſtauces in 
the e conſtitution ptohibiring it, ought nbver to bet brmtted ; het, on 
the conttry, mould be free!) y ah herzeiy repeated, AF kerle aun 


neceffary. *2C! tr o itch 125 al "8 a a6 430: ine by ert . K. 
A ſemicupium, or warm bath; will , by the general relaxation 


Which it neceſſarily produces, be fvund frequently ſerviceable. 
be uſe 6f warm fortientations, foft Catäplaſint, and telaxing oily 
embrocations, are alſd adviſed with a vi 


to relax the tendon of che 
of the parts contained in 


abdominal muſcle, and to render the retu 


oblique 
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oblique muſcle ;* the enlargement COD of which only-can- be 
of material ſervice. NE fi bas 301 Sac tt} or; ; n ln *%5 
I know that in this I differ from eds both of writers and. 
practitioners, but having (as I think) truth on my ſide, I do again. 
venture to ſay, that I verily believe, that the confidence: Which has 
been placed in ſuch kind of applications has (deſtroyed: many more 
lives than it has ſaved» A hernia, with painful ſtricturei and ſtop- 
page of ſtools, is one of thoſe caſes, in which weren ſeldom ſtand. 
Rilly even for a ſhort ſpace of time; if we do not get forward, we 
generally go backward and whatever does no good, if it be at all de- 
pended upon, certainly does harm, by occaſioning an ifretrievable loſs · 
of time: of this kind I take tlie cataplaſm and embroeation i to be ; 
while the former is applied or the latter uſed no other mate power 
ful means are made uſe of ;; and though it has the appearance of doing 
ſomething, yet I. fear it is little rege ng er yr eſpecially, - 
if the.caſe; be at all, preſſing. 1 ht Fort Noi nn and: 
16 Very different have been che enen Aspen 
the: uſe of cathartic madicines; ſome, advifing them ſtrenuouſly, others. 
making no dependance on them at all. As different alſo have been the 
opinions of choſe who do adviſe them, with regard to the kind of me- 
dicine proper. on this occaſion ; ſome ,preſcribipg, thoſę of. the lenient. 
kind, ſuch as Glauber's ſalt, infuſum ſenæ, &. others, the more ppw- 
enful-or, ponderous kind of remedics, ſuch as Extract. Cathart. Jallap. 
Mercurius dulcis . Kc, 111397 =p 12 152 D bn „rr: nne 
810118 "xt {QUE er bai: b 18 , ds Mm * 1 : 1e. 51 I be- 


bone Harti itt: Som hui io gol Sd: 35d ron 18 rt en 


nel hen peng gem hook, dug be ſeen, pn; operoſes, Fagenſive process, pr 


making an ointment, of. a ſolution! of gold, pearls R 10 be uſed for aſſiſting the reducy 
tion of Arangulated inteſtines, and which, "whoh properly made, e poſbly | be as uſe- 

tal as *pomatum, ointment of: elder, or any other greaſy application. [oe 
4 The ingenious and, learned Dr. Monto of Edinburgh, fays, that eee FRY 
ee rupture of chis kind by a ſmart doſe. of Jallap and mercurius dulcis, , 2 
er 


4 
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believe 1 may venture to ſay that I have tried them all, but Y can 
not ſay that I have ſuch faith in any of them as to think vety highly 

of them. With regard to the former, | viz: the lenient fort of purges, 

it ls not often that à patient in theſe circumſtances cin keep them upon 
lis ſtemach ; and even when they are not rejected e eee 

ſeldom huve fbreg fifficient to anfwer the end propoſed. The more 

ſtittlating ones ars cortainly better calculated to excite the periſtaltic 
rhotionisf the inteſtines (the one thing to be aimed at), and thereby 
free the eonhiied piece; but, on the other hand, if they do nat ſac- 


ceed, they add to eee. and — of tlie eee 222% 
the heat and thirſt. 40 D e ob rie nog” 


4 
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would We es k essa nnen Gink I am abſolutely 
a againſtthe uſe of cathartie medicines; Ion mean to ſiguify, that L 
have no great dependanee on them, and that I think perſiſting in the 
ineffectual uld of — n eee ee of the 
patient. AN „ e 16 9d l n 
But though I cannot ſay that I lte an ebe from the 
exhibition of cathartics by the mouth, yet I have often experienced 
che good arifing from acrid, ſtimulating glyſters, and ſuppoſitories fre- 
quentiy repeated; particularly from the ſmoke of tobacco *, and from 
. # compoſition of ſalt, honey, and albes, boiled to the proper confi- 
ſtence of a ſuppoſſtory. By theſe I have feen very alarming ruptures 
returned, when they have been thought er of _— ow: wry 
—— n the We e er 1 
N een eme i e There 


„ N 821 14 


— 


1 
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tion of cold claret, or Motz inſtead of a warn pultice, uſed with good fucceſs. 

I cannot help thitking that the preſerit machine, which is ufed for the tobatco gly- 
fler, might be conſiderably improved, that i is, 3 75 be made t to throw in the fume in 


much greater quantity, and with more celtalüty. 1 dump le is now thade for this purpoſe, 
Which 1 have e. b 7781! 6 Id Fatal 10 217 n 
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—— is angtliet i mathod of endeav oh- t Dbtaingtelirf in. this | 


caſe, which, has been. propoſed. by ftw and. L hope practiſed by fewer 
(though. I har. ſeen ty patients upon whom it had been trigd, and 


wh6! were both deſteoycdb chylit) ./ Eis the maling ſeyeral punctures, | 


with a rbüindlngedle tiauigb the tumid ſeroturm into ie gut, in order- 
(as it is ſaid) tu let cout the. dir/which is: ſuppoſed to diſtend the latter, 
ani pievent its returns; if abis practice vas worth a ſeriouls reſutation, 
many arguments, iltamn from the nature both of the parts and of the 
c ſeaſe, might he produced againſt .it. but it is really tao abſurd to- 


waſte either my own or the reader's time about it. 261 cl 


These is no circumſtance attending ruptüres with ſtricture; in uihh 


more variety is! found; than in the time which they will ſafely admit 
two be-ſpent in their æetuction; ſome have been ſucceſsfully: replaced 
at ihe end of eight or ten dayd, others have proved fatal in one. This 
difference man phecead fpom differcnct of conſtitution-and-habjt;” or 
from ſore-partivular. circumſtance in the difraſe ĩtſelf ; but let the 
eauſe of it be wat it may, 4s it never can be abſolutely foreſeen, it 
ſhould never botrafted : the ſooner! a rupture is reduced, the foonet 


_ tho patient is out of danger from the ſtticturt, and the ſoonar will he 


be rid of theſe: iy mptoms, [which it has already occaſioned!. 
Recent her nias arel in general more liable to ſtricture thaw/ckliones 
eee ch obvious from what: has already, been faid;- buy 
when old ones get into the ſame circumſtances; /i the ſymiptams:/are 
mach the ſame; though: I: think: in general they are :not[akwogether.fq 


duction in. The. ſmaller the portion of inteſtine is which is engaged; 


the greater the pain is, and the more haſtily do the ſymptoms advance. 
I have ſeen a bubonocele in a young woman probe fatal in leſs than 
4 day, which had never been down before, and in which the 1 


e ee g ke ban x re r. rie v., 
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pPieſſiag, and the latter generally admit of more time to attempt rea 


- 
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- {| Qmaentsl ruptures in geperal,are not ſubject to. bad ſymptoms ari- 
ſing from ſtrictape, though they will ſometjunes he painfpl, and trou- 
bleſqwe, from the connection of the cap} with, the. yi as JL have 
often ſeen, Ay; this ig en accident which they. are. all. liahle;to,;/they 
ſhould. never. be ſuffered to remain down, if they are redficible,;, and 
an — only on this. account; but alſo becauſe they render the pa- 

o e SP : the, deſcent, of a picce of gut. In general they. 
0 20 f re 1 tas .the inteſtinal, and hai not; painful 
will lic ot more. free h an dlipg, 2s as well as more tim Aa s on 
in 1 e attempt *. e 5 


' Nee my Rey I +: 10 ie 720708 1 
5 1 haye already men entioned the reaſons: why, an « oy pms; 
g 2 capable ae reduced, viz. 


adhehpn. de they pl „ 
3 He Heft us Si teration in the the,.form of it, ag mak 87. 0 
2275 oe tte paſs. through, the abdominal apertire. When this, 
is rplp eee e b moſt realonable, de ſuppoſe when .t_rfills all 
proper attempts, - there is no temedy-but. to ſuſpend the weight. of it 


A rv 


in 1 bag - truſs, ind thereby. unde RIS poſſible. 
e 


M that com .he,d lone When the rupture is abſolutely 
irreducible ee ech will be; found-.gdireQion 48; leave an old 
omental. hernia. down, and. ſuſpend it in a. bag, eyen though it, ſhould; 
be xedytible, rather than, petunn it into the, belly, leſt it. ſhould lie 


chere in 8 hump, and malte the, Patient unesſy- This is one of thoſe | 
maximas which writers feceiye from. each; other, and deliver down. to 


poſterity, without enquirigg into their propriety. It may in ſome fem 
particular caſes. he right 10 do ſo, but cannot be admitted as a general 


rule ; ſurely it muſt always be worth while to try how it will be when 


ib in up, father chan he content with. 8 methad. which is hardly pal- 
w_ And which always may be ee eee e 581. fl 1 
L 204 £ II it (1 I 3} Otte * motor > 2D 1 51-14 7 12 HT, t = Nel ic „When 


| „ Wine & e e pales of the worſt 3 2 


aan „ Den this kind, in Garengeot, and others, 
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When eee reduced, che next conſideration is; "iow to 
keep them from falling down again: this cn only be done by 4 
bandage; the pad 6f which moſt take! 4 Cbnſtant prefiiite we 
opeling i the abdominat tendon, afl thereby fot only keep the gut, 
or caul, from Puſhing dut, but make Fhe ſides of the kertial ſac * 
Pfonch each other as near as e, H.y0D Boy) 7A. 
In the making and achuſting this kind of baridie; el ingen 
10 neceſſity : Af-4 it be not bo] made, and fs py ut. 5 wy 't do good, it 
will do harm; il it does not keep the 5 rage 
much more liable to miſchief with i it than 1 without it it; 20 has « often, 
35 elſing on the rupture while down, proved, \pernicious, in | caſcs 
Where ther has: no, i qt . Airſet 1 25 tendo "4 I 
A e e to ſe "Wi . truſs. which f 
FAY is well made, and properly applied, ich all. his pai 1 . — 5 ſhould, be baf- 
10 by the "bait make,” ot in injudicious a) pplication 8 nere a 
chihery;* WW 2M, Dr, 34151 ud „bens on 2 9 1 NDTIS 18 
If the mt Pai, infammztisg, & 0 l Beibre whe | 
prts were reduced; they wilf höt ald. e Sidi after ; and 
ze che ſymptoms #hich temat after the” gat ig, rtutned, do. in all 
pt zability:procecd frorm its having bear inflimed by the ſtricture, 
fach remedies as are proper in that caſe ought, to be made uſe of; 
' body! ſhould be kept open, and the diet Aud Yegittien* bud be ou 
and fpating; ahne the leaſt degree” of tenfton er pain''temdin ;/ in 
ſhort, till all complaint is abſolutely removed from the e and 
5 the 78 do) their office troelye, and without trouble. 18950977 
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of off ot Sit an 22 Troy bSorrbou Hit o #164 Sd row / 

* bd 911 »b > Ur; 2 it. 2 Il : : ries” f * Hat mot m5 g 
Ay tt 25 Sage ag”! op + 46” 1 N vl. To hq ot ov * 1 
a9 ot 5⁰⁰¹ vic) 10h Vas Stk! Ban“ obne; 1 c ihe. Sit i Sing 
AM flow come! to che fürth divillon, under Fhiche compre. 
bended all thoſe ruptures, which are in fuch a fate 48 to be ir. 
 FHdHeIVIe BY the niere Hard, and in WHICH a Ehirargical" Gpetatfoh is 
A of he life of che patieht. 
n pfktic inch of fefuation” may be Swi}, & any kalte. bn 
hielt mare shed) WEL Reetel { füttere, altetatfen of the fort 
echte putt Sönke ih te kerflal hc, Largeneſt oF 775 quathity, 

Adheflöhs Ather tothe He, Ur to Sach other, of Böth, and 4 ſtrictut 
made on the inteſtine, ee bor ers of Wes P üe in ge? abort nal 
weiden: Wett are chi ef tern caüfeb why 15 5 bles ark 101 . 
epd f Sele rerurneck vile fte tthe benz, arg WAN fecluks Sl 


conſideration in their pro er places ; but i in this it is my intent ts 


| 3 ey G the Ft, it beit r chat Hic cane radfPTmeatithly for 


relich and HH wot ede wh Aut ws frpeon't Kaifer” 
11: hethentY© pfimäty "28d | PL ef che f ſekief Arifin fol 
tig fate! a Goel „or "the öhttin ing Pate e 27851 | 
türe, wilt not iow fta 1 Jute J er WH Weiler the Mitre made 5 
by ie tandon be cauſe,” of YR e wal 660k er the inteftine e 
bete Hen He 61 Veldg, returned 


Init eds eat) v che belly (by the fr Wat Weg in. fac 
manner, by beihg fo Bod, as to produte 4 {ertes Sf bak Hint, I 
and at laſt, (if not relieved) death. + meg 


This ſtricture, which according to its different degrees renders the 


reduction of an inteſtinal hernia either difficult or impoſſible, is ac- 


cording to ſuch 2 Arg of what. are called the ſymptoms 
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of a ſtrangulated pee, and which are more or leſs preſſing, as _ 
more or leſs intereſt the life of the patient. 
I ̃ be earlieſt of theſe ſymptoms were related in the former ſection, 
as attendant on thoſe ruptures which were reducible, though with 
difficulty, viz. tumor in the groin, or ſcrotum, attended with pain, 
not only in the part, but all over the belly, and creating a ficknefs 
and inclination to vomit, ſuppreſſion of ſtools, and ſome degree of 
fever: theſe are the firſt ſymptoms, and if they are not appeaſed by 
the return of the inteſtine, that is, if the attempts made for this pur- 
poſe do not ſucceed, they are ſoon exaſperated ; the fickneſs becomes 
more troubleſome, the vomiting more frequent, the pain more in- 
tenſe, the tenſion of the belly greater, the fever higher, and a gene- 
ral reſtleſſneſs comes on, which is very terrible to bear. When this. 
is the ſtate of the patient, no time is to be loft, a very little delay 
is now of the utmoſt conſequence, and if the one ſingle remedy which 


the diſeaſe is now capable of be not adminiſtered immediately, it 


will generally baffle every other attempt. This remedy is the opera- 
tion, whereby the parts engaged in the ſtricture may be ſet free. If 
this be not now performed, the-yomiting i is ſoon exchanged for a con- 
vulſive hiccough, and a frequent gulping up of bilious matter; the 
tenſion of the belly, the reſtleſſneſs, and fever, having been cohfide- 
rably increaſed for a few hours, the patient ſuddenly becomes perfe&- 
ly eaſy, the belly ſubſides, the pulſe from having been hard, full, and. 
frequent, becomes low, languid, and generally interrupted; and the 
_ {kin, eſpecially that of the limbs, cold and moiſt ; the eyes have now 


ehanges its natural colour for a livid hue; but whether it keeps or 
| loſes its colour, it has an emphyſematous feel, a crepitus to the fouch,, 


which will eaily be conceived by all. who, have. attended to it, but is 
| N n. | 74 not - 


«-languor and a glaſſineſs, a lack-luſtre not eaſy to be deſcribed ; the- 
tumor of the part diſappears, and the {kin covering it ſometimes. 


_ —— >a 
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not ſo eaſy to-convey an idea of by words: this crepitus is the too 
ſure indicator of gangrenous miſchief within. In this ſtate, the gut 
either goes up ſpontaneouſiy, ar is returned with the ſmalleſt degree 
of preſſute, a diſcharge is made by, ſtool, and the patient is generally 
much pleaſed at the eaſe he finds; but this pleaſure is of ſhort dura- 
tion, for the hiccough and the cold ſweats continuing and increaſing, 
with the addition of | ſpaſmodic/xigors.and ſubſultus tendinums, the 
e emen 338. ee 01 of asf Dt ach 0. wl 


all progreſs,; big their too iforquients event: The: firſt x claſs of them 
imply ſome degres of, hagard, but are often capable of being. relieved 
wirhout che uſe of the knife; the latter ſtequently require iti and 
e prove fatal by the neglect; or too late application of itz: v 
5 Perhaps thete is not in the practice! of ſurgery a point which re- 
| wle, more judgment, firmnvſs, or delicacy; tha to determine the 
'| preciſe time, beyond which this operation ſhould not be deferred, 
and for «/ fungen te conde er him fut ſo as to induce a patient to ſub- 
mit to it early enough for his prbſervation. The time in which a 
piece of gut win become gangrendus from ſtricture; or get into a 
tate approaching to that of u gangrene, is extremely -uncertaing:and 
depends on circumſtances which no man can; foreſee. There have 
(beth teberäl instances bf rup dates attepded® by preflitiy ſymptoms of 
Atiffure, which have 8 returned; by the hand only, - at=the 
end of ſeveral days or the operation havihg been performed at the 
„Hache diſtance of tine!” the parts have been found ſound and unhurt; 
on the otliet Hand, thete ate many inſtanced produciblep of the inte- 
fine Having bee with great uifficulty replaced, or of its returbing, 
ſul ſponte, fram being mortified, or (the operation having been ſub- 
mitte te) f its having'beer- found in ſuch ee the ene at 
the end of not e Jy pt 2 855 10 ee neee 
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I have myſelf ſeen a ſmall portion of the inteſtine become perfectly 
gangrenous, in one day and night from its firſt expulſion. 
The directions which are given to us by writers, are not Wand 
truſted without much circumſpection; the ſigns or marks which they 

in general regard as proofs of the proper time for operating, are moſt 
frequently proofs that that time is juſt elapſed, anduthat+ inſtead of 
waiting for the arrival of ſuch ſymptoms, we ſhould have prevented 
them. On the other hand, to propoſe an operation of ſo much con- 
ſequence, before it ſnall be thought abſolutely neceſſary, may admit of 
ſuch miſconſtruction, as no man would wiſh to have put upon his con- 
duct. Indeed I do not e any ſituation, into Which a: judicious. 
and prudent man can be put, in which it will beheve him to be more 
wary. and circumſpect, more delicate, or more ſtcad /. 

The two principal circumſtances, which. have maſt eontributed to 

the inftequency of performing this opera tion, are, à dread;of great 

hazard from the operation itſelf, conſidered ahſtractedly, and a fear of 
bringing a diſgrace upon it, by having performed it too late, ne occi- 

diffe, niſi ſer vaſſet, videretur.* The firſt of theſe is vaſtly greater 
than it ought to be, and is moſt frequently the cauſe of the latter; fo: 
that if the one can 17 be leſſened, the other il not be fo likely, to 

happen. * 1 en eie See 8 
That the 3 Gdered la off is..not void. of 179 0 every 
man who knows any thing of the nature of wounds in membranous. 

and tendinous parts, muſt acknowledge; they are certainly ſubject to 

fever and inflammation, are difficult and ſlow of digeſtion, and in ſome 

particular habits ace apt to become gangrengus ; but that they are ne- 

ceſſatily, or even maſt er wee IAns daily and. manifold aus- | 
ones contradicts; i 2d pen utat tied, ail vi rn rot 

One evil is very frequently the ng of others. By being afraid 
we incurring that degree of hazard which is thought to attend the 
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*. Celſus.. 


„ run 9B 


operation merely, the generality of people neither attend to, nor em- 
brace the moſt proper time for the ſafe performance of it; or that in 
which its danger muſt be neoeſſarily leaſt; becauſe leaſt combined with 
that which inay ariſe from the ſtate of the parts within; a ate even 
lat ſirſt not abſolutely ſafe, but which all delay > ORR certain time 
-muſt hourly increaſe the hazard of. YO our? gt 

If I might preſume eise mepisias on this ſubject, Loud ay 
that the pperation: ought always to be performed as ſoon as poſſible 
after it appears that all rational attempts, by large and free bleeding, 
N the warm bath, glyſters, &e. are found to be ineffectual, or that the 
ſymptotns rather increaſe; than decreaſe, While ſuch means are made 
uſe of, and that the * handling neceſſary for reduction becomes more 
and more: painful; for if it be delayed until the inſlammation has at- 
tained a certain height, though the parts upon being laid open are 


not found quite gangrenous, that is no proof chat the want of ſucceſs 
muſt be ſet to the account of the operation merely. That ſtate of in- 


bag it heben Kleid ton ei Snitz, 1 56530 roi x5RFARPANODs 
Un 5h vcd ode ani at ods To zelt Sf 1d leit erf 
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| ſcrotum large, and much upon che lſtreſs, mots harm ly Jone!' by the Wrnühl 
attempts for reduction, than (good? In- this Reg The gteat diſtention bf xe inteſtine 
renders it very -incowpreflibla, And;very[ Mink kelp c be ragunied (throughethe/tafioous 
\apertury by mers foros {for tych jj, in 1 0 . 
Airritating itatipg; purge, or 3 very imulating pipe ſmoke) are more 
0 by exciting the x pert ue 00 Kae ie WEAR even i he Hoſt" Naldious 
ethod sf handling it. And in r Caſes, e ſuch e hive bebt previouſly idify, 
T'rerily believe the fudden reddQion bf the piece of YuP is often bre ging to their ef- 
feſt than to that of the band. ut Hanuſt deſtre that chis may e rrightly rynderſtoud, 
and not miſtaken for a diſſuaſye againſt manual attempts fax. reduction , I onh mean, 
"hat there, i is ſueh a ſtate o an incaccerated ingeſting, (which ſtate I have juſt deſeribed) 
in which, from. its fize,, inflammation, diltention;” &c. "compreſſion. by the hand is very 


Ne likely to procure its return, and very likely, if it does not Oy to do conſidera- 
ble miſchief, 
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en either of the inteſtine or of the hernial ſac, which is juſt 
not gangrenous, is no ſtate of ſafety, nor are we ſure that . removing 
the ſtrichure will at this time appeaſe the ſymptoms, or abate the ha- 
zard,--far from it ſuch an alteration may have already been made in 
the inteſtine that a mortificatĩon will enfue, though it be ſet free and 
returned into the belly. A ligature need not be continued round any 
part df a living animal, until it becomes quite gangrenous, in order 
x6 produce its deſtruction. There is a certain point of time, in which 
the eireulation is ſo prevented; that the fame event will follow, though 
the Hpature be then removed. It is indeed a nide and no very eaſy 
matter to find this preciſe time; but this diffleuſty and uncertainty am 
the ſtrongeſt reaſons for anticipating rather than Waiting for it; for 
when ind the preſent caſe ſuch time arrives, or is nearly atrived, the 
riſque of che aperdtion becomes complikated wirr thit 'avifing-from 
the diſeafed ſtate of the parts 3 aan e eee ſaceeſs i 
theteby much leffene . 
A mortification of the inteſtine is not abſolutely, neceſſarily; and 
always fatal ; but the inſtances of thoſe patients who have — 
vun tee n theſe circumſtances a are 


itz 
Feel 


"ich was bound, 10 will inoft probably prove fatal; and thoagh there 
have undoubtedly been inſtances of pe oe who have ſurvived the ope- 
Tation, . though h it has been delayed till the parts have been in fuck con- 
dition, yet 1 are ſo very rare, that they ate hardly fuffetent to 
found a reaſonable ex pectation upon; and of the very few. who have 
thus eſcaped, the majority have been obliged to hold life Ae terns 
| which have been very fatiguing and Gilngiceabte, es6. 704 ug 


When the operation hall be tliought 5 the manner 1 Per- | 
forming IFSC TIES 
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The pubes, and groin; chaviog been clean ſhaved, the patient muſt 
be laid on his-back, on à table of convenient height, with his legs 
hanging eaſily over the end of it, then with a frat diſſecting knife, 
an incifom muſt be made through the? Min and membrata adipoſa, 
beginning jus above the place where the inteſtine paſſes out from the 
belly, and continuing it quite down to the lower part of the ſcrotum. 
Vp6n dividing” the adipoſe membrane, there generally appear a few 
findl}; diſfinct, tendindus kind of bands, which lie cloſe upon the her- 
Mal fac, which muſt be divided alſo, as well as the fac : the ſame knife 
with which the incifion through the ſkin was made will, execute 
this, which ſhould be done with a ſteady hand, and great caution, 
it being of very different degrees of thickneſs in different caſes; in 
_ the bubonqcele, or that which is, confined to the groin, the ſac. is 
| moſt frequently chin, conſequenily more eaſily diyided, and requires 
greatet attention in the operatot; in the oſcheocele, or ſcrotal hernia, 
if it be recent, the fac is uſually. thin- alſo; if antient, it is ſometimes 
of conſidetable thickneſs ; but whatever be the ſtate of it, if the ope- 
rator has any doubt, let him, ay ſoon as he has made a ſmall punc- 
tüte in what appears to bim to be the hernial fac, endeavour. to in- 
| krodute probe into it; \ this will give bim the neceſſary | ſatisfaction; 3 
for if he has not pierced the ſac, the probe will be ſtopped: by. the 
cells of the common membrant,, And, Eh he Has, it will | paſs. i in with- 
out any obſtruction- ly The piace to malte che inciſion in, the hernial 
Lic is about an inch and half below. the ſtricture, and the opening 
need not be larger than juſt. 0 admit the end of the operator's, fore 
finger. which, "conſidering the e geit dllatability of theſe membtanes, 
Vill be a very. ſmall. one; 1 the ole: Enger, introduced, into this, apet⸗- 
ture, is the beſt of all director, and, upon that a narcow-bladed, 
eutved knife, with a hold probe point, will. be the only inſtrument 
neceſfiry to finiſh the operation. With this Knife on the finger, (the 
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point of the fotmer being always ſhort of the exttemity of the latter) 
the ſae muſt be divided quite up to the opening in the frndopy and 
down to the bottom of the ſcrotum. Nb ent | 
U pon the firſt diviſion of the fac, a fluid enn ace ont which 
fluid i is different in quantity, colour, and conſiſtence, according to the 
date, ſize, and ſome. other circumſtances attending the rupture. 
This fluid has ſometimes been mentioned as a defence againſt an ac- 
cident from the knife, in the firſt diyiſion, of the herpial, fac, as if it 
kept the inteſtine at ſuch a diſtance, as thereby to leſſen the hazard 
of its being wounded but this is a very fallacious circumſtance, . and 
never to be truſted; the ſecurity of this operation depends intirely on 
4 eee 1 155 | en hand, and an aaf 
yes 5.47 | tau be HOY: WE nne 
Different ang Mpocially among. hs French, bave propoſed . a 
number of different inſtruments: for the late. performance, of chis inci- 
ſion 3; the biſtouti cachte, the biſtouri herniate, the winged director, 
the blunt ſciſſats, &c. &c. &c. all which are calculated for the der 
fence and preſetvation of the inteſtine, in the diviſion of the ſac and 
tendon; but whoever will make uſe of the two knives juſt men- 
tioned will pnd, chat he will never ſtand in need of any other in- 
ſtrument, and that he will with them be able to perform the opera- 
tion with more caſe to himſelf, with Teſs hazard to his patient, and 
wb more een dexterity, than with any other whatever. POTN 
SUL DE SEE ob'S oo NE ttt 524 tz tot; Alien /» The, 
W eo he e ay lies rad e ret cn rh l 1b oof ant 32 be FF 


= hey who are not en to perform FUG Algen pate as this j is, 
ang. from timidity, to be too ſparing in making their external inciſion, by Which 
| S they add conſiderably to their own embarraſſment, and to the fatigue of the pa- 
tient. A free diviſion of 'thethernial ſac and ferotum; downwards, gives room for the: 
more eaſy admiſſion of the finger: into the ſtricture, in order to divide it, and affords. an 
opportunity of handling the inteſtine or omentum more gently, as well as more pra- 
A N | | perly, 
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The fac being laid apen, the inteſtine generally puſhes out imme- 

diately, (unleſs it is confined, by being enyeloped! in the omentum) 

and appears to be much more in quantity chan it ſeemed to be, while 
it was oonfined within the ſorotum. 

This is the time to try whether by gently A out a little more 
of the gut, its bulk cannot be ſo reduced as to enable the ſurgeon to 
return it back into the belly, without dividing the tendon. In the 
caſe of the protruſion of a very ſmall piece of inteſtine it has been 
found practicable, the. difficulty of returning a large portion ariſing 
principally from the quantity of meſentery engaged in the ſtricture; 
and, indeed, though it may now and then happen that a ſmall piece 
of gut may be returnable without a diviſion of the tendon, yet if it 
eannot be very eaſily accompliſhed it had better not be attempted, 
fince in the fiate in which this part muſt neceſſarily be to require the 
operation thus far, any degree of force uſed to it will, moſt probably, 
de more prejudicial and hazardous than Ve. "Os if. — . 
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* in onder to return e which a0 n 2 
nnen 3 | 
As therefore no poflible advantage can ariſe, from. a final wound; 9 con- 
trary it may be attended with great inconvenience boch to the patient and ſurgeon; F 
would take the liberty of advifing, when ſuch an opening is made in the hernial fac as 
wilt admit the operator's. foxe-finger, and upon it his knife, that he immediately divide 
the ſac and. ſcrotum down to the bottom. It is true, that upon ſuch diviſion the quan- 
| at: this. fallacious. appearance, which is produced merely by the confined, compreſſed gut 
. being ſet free, and: not by the addition of any more. The advantage which will ariſe: 
to the operator, and conſequently to the patient, ſrom ſuch: divlſion, is real and great, 
| ARRAN eee * nn. nun. nne the . great 
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| An attettief te the natural ſtructure, figutꝭ and ditection of the 
parts, will give 1 us the beſt information how to make tlie dis inden of 
nabe ts the beſt purpoſe, and with the Jeaſt azad. 
The tendon of the obliquus deſcendens muſcle runs in an ebhade 
direction from above'downward, and the natural opening which is al- 
75 found in it, and through which the hernia paſſes, is made by 
"Kind of feparation of the fibres from each other; the direction of 
te" opetiing is the fame as that of the tendon, that is, obliquely 
333 from the os ilios to the os pubis: the knife therefore 
ould be fo managed, as rather to continue this ſeparation, than to: 
na any tranſverſe ſection; its edge ſhould be applied to the ſupe- 
rior and poſterior pitt of the oval, and carried upward, and obliquely 
ba ward, until a ſuflcient opening is made” to ſerve the purpoſe ; 


by this means the hbres of the tendon will be rither ſeparated from 

k othet than cut, and | in al probability the tk arifing now the 
Wersten de ien. finds ere cd be B erer 
It is generally adviſed to make the diviſion of the ftieture fress and 
. large, «s well to permit the eaſy return of the parts, as to prevent the 
inconvenience which it 1s luppoſed will be more likely to attend a 
mal Wöund 1 2 Lendinods body than a large d One ; ;, ; the firſt i Intention, 
the eaſy return of the inteſtine, ſhould certainly be fulflled,. and there- 
fore the inciſion ought always to be large enough for chat purpoſe, and 
to e ki: n opportunity of paſſing” the end of the anger: round on the 
inide, ih. cale of any adheſion ; BUY as tob large an opening may be 
akte! ay Fg ver It conſequence,” it ought allo to be guarded againſt, : 
In the majority OE calcy, e | a ſmall inciſion wi be found ſufficient for 
the pucpole of reduction; and where the parts are free from adhe- 
ſion, and the ſafe return of them is the only object of attention, a 


{mill divffion made in the manner already directed is not ot liable to 
| Oo py: any 
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any more Pain or trouble than A ww one, and oy Ferber be 
ſafely truſtee. 

Among the authors who write from each other, and not from prac- 
tice, are to be found accounts of cafes, in which the tendon only has 
been divided, and not the hernial fac, which latter has been returned 
through the inlarged opening, with its contents incloſed; and the 
ſame writers are very particular in their directions how to accompliſh 
this operation. If it was präcticable, (which the univerſal adheſion 
of the ſac with the cellular membrane of the ſpermatic chord renders 
abſolutely not ſo) there would be ſtill ſeveral material objections to 
the doing it; which objections, as the thing is not be of Delng 
| executed, it is needleſs t to mention. - 


5. Though I am perfectly ſatisfied that the caſe of a ſtrangulated her- 
nia is moſt frequently as I have repreſented it, viz. that the diſorder 
in the inteſtine is originally produced by the ſtricture made on it by 
- the borders of the tendinous opening of the abdominal muſcle, and 
that the gut is in general perfectly ſound, and free from diſeaſe, be- 
fore it becomes engaged in ſuch ſtricture, yet I think it right to ac- 
quaint the uninformed reader, that it has been, and ſtill is the opi- 
nion of ſome very ingenious men, that the diſeaſe i is originally i in the 
gut, and that the ſtricture is an accident ariſing from the inflamma- 
tion and diſtention of it; or, in other words, that the inteſtine is firſt 
inflamed, and by means of the alteration produced by ſuch inflam- 
mation, becomes too large for the tendinous aperture, which there 
fore makes a ſtricture on it, and which, they think, is the reaſon why 
the chirurgical operation, is often, unſucceſsful... ene Wk 

For my, own, part I cannot think. that either, the fa, or the infe- 
rence is in general true. 
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An inflammation; moſt certainly may, and frequently does, attack any 
part of the inteſtinal canal, and conſequently that part of it which 
happens to be included within a hernial fac may accidentally be ſo 
affected : when this is the caſe, the ſwelling and diſtention which na- 
turally and neceſſarily attend an inflammation of the gut, will render 
it leſs capable or perhaps quite incapable of repaſſing the opening 
in« the abdominal tendon, which tendon may therefore make ſuch 
ſtricture on the part ſo diſeaſed, as greatly to heighten the firſt Amp 
toms, and bring on ſtill worſe; and, when this happens, the opera- 
tion will alſo be leſs likely to be ſucceſsful, it being calculated for the 
relief of only ſuch ſymptoms as ariſe from a piece of inteſtine (in. 
other reſpects ſound and free from diſeaſe) being ſo bound by the ſaid 
tendon, as to have its periſtaltic motion, and the circulation of the 
blood through it, impeded or ſtopped.; whereas the other complaint; 
conſiſting primarily and originally in an. inflammation of the gut itſelf, 
the mere. removal of it from ſtricture is not, nor can be, equal to 
the cure of the diſeaſe. That the caſe is a poſſible one I make no 
| doubt, having once or twice ſeen it in old ruptures: ; z but it” is a very 
rare one, and by no means to be admitted either as a proof that the 
milchief done to the inteſtine, i in. the generality, of ſtrangulated rup- 
tures, does not moſt frequently proceed from the ſtricture made by the- 
tendon, or as a diſuaſive from performing an ee mer It. 
would. otherwiſe be thought neceſſary... __ ON 
It is not however 'a mere ſpeculative point, it is really x matter o 
conſequence, and ought to be attended to by all thoſe who have it in 
their power. to make frequent obſeryations on ſuch ſubjects; for on- 
the truth or fal ſehood of this doctrine depend a few. very material points 
in practice, ſome of which ought ſo to influence a ſurgeon's: conduct 
as to make it conſiderably different in ons caſe from what it b N 
in the other. 7464 „ NE Ie Bug 
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Very bad ſymptoms, ſuch as pain, tenſion of the belly, "Gans, 
vomiting, hiccough, fever, and ſuppreffion 6f- ook; are oſten pro- 
duced in a very ſhott ſpace of time by the deſcent of à piece of gut, 
upon ſome exettion of ſtrength in perſons whs were immediately be- 
fore ſuch accident at perfect eaſe, and free from all complaints relative 
to the belly: if the difeaſe be not diſcovered, ot if our attempts to 
reduce the inteſtine are not ſucceſsful; theſe ſymptoms are heightened, 
and the patient often dies of 4 mortification; if we do ſucceed in the 
timely reduction, all theſe terrible ſymptoms often ceaſe inſtantane- 
ouſly, and the patient feels neither pain nor Mconveßſehte of any kind 
from that moment. Would this moſt probably and moſt frequently 
happen, if the diſeaſe was generally i in 1 he my pd hrs "0 ſtricture 
of the tendon, merely accidental Aa 1 nabe: 
| In that kind of diſeaſe of the Inteſtinal FIN a 1 ſaid t to be 
produced by inflammation, and thought to be attended with ſpalwo⸗ 
dic ſtricture, or contraction of its muſcular fibres, there is ſuch” an 
alteration, made i in its periſtaltic motion, and ſuch impediment i in the 
execution. of its Principal offices, that what i is taken into the ſtomach 
18 rejected by vomit, and the feces are not protruded thro” the col6n 
and. rectum, the belly i is tight. and alda, the Kin hot, "the" pulle 


are very difagrecable: : this is © one of thoſe "rakes which” require imme- 
diate aſſiſtance, _ and will admit of n yo delay 74 tl gods progreſs of 9655 


toms from bad to worſe is } nerf ner ry. ra 10 4 Sim e Aten be 
not ſoon ſubdued, the x Patient dies. Free 4 Fepeated evacuation by 
phlebotgmys a and lenient, Purges, the ple e of e 'a wattn 
hath, glyſters,. and A th, e 3 "opium, 
are 3 generall ly preſcrab, ec ule 0 TY 55 ite 
often ſucceſsful, but if neglected, the cale 25 wee wid mn.” 
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It is very true that the ſame. ſymptoms occur in a ſtrangulated her- 
nia; but if that hernis be, reducible, they generally ceaſe upon ſuch 
reduction, nor does the patient want any other aſſiſtance than what is 
neceſſary to prevent a new deſcent of the gut: in this reſpect therefore 
the two caſts differ very materially z in the latter, nature ſtands in need 
of no farther aſſiſtance from art, but as ſoon as the manual operation is 
pet formed, returns to the. execution of her natural functions z in the 
former, the is found fo very inſufficient toward aſſiſting herſelf, that it 
ſeems to be one of the few, Pts in which medical afliſtance can hard- 
ly eyer;be diſpenſed with. 5 

. Now if the bad 8 W an Fe rupture Wars pri- | 

0 owipg to an inflammation of, the inteſtine within, it, and that 
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ahe;djftention 6 the, gut, allow) in 8. this, ſciture 10 aggravate th the com- 


plajng:confiderably j.,yct.the diviſgn, f, it. pr, the reduion of the 3 ine 
teſtine, can never. be ſuppoſed to do more, than alleviate, or remove 


ſuch aggravation ; the original inflammation of the gut muſt ill re- 
nin, nat can it. he rtr. s leſſened by, the inteſting having 


every: racely.; (up leaſt? in ren that are not of, f ancient date). west 
with any trouble or complaint after reduction is timely and compfeatly 
made, and the inteſtine returned into the belly in a ſound Nats ; the 
zwomiting moſt frequently ceales immediately, or in a very ſhort ſpace 
ol tice, a diſcharge ĩs made by ſtool, the tenſion of the belly goes off, 


and tho' the patient is not always inſtantaneouſly well, in caſes whore 

iche ſymptoms have been very threatening, yet all ſuch complaints as 

proceeded from an obſtruction to the execution of the proper offices of 

1 the inteſtinat canal, N generally difappeat"immdineely.”" % cob e 
ue Progſels of the. ſywptoins, in My of bee ft 
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eaſe a little while before death, and from the mortified appearance of 
the inteſtines after ſuch event, I think it is moſt probable, that if we 
could have an opportunity of ſeeing the inteſtine during the firſt part 
of this complaint, we fhonld find all the appearances of inflammation; 
whereas in many of thoſe upon whom the operation for the bubono- 
cele is ſucceſsfully and timely! performed, this is not the caſe ; the in- 
teſtine ſeldom bears marks of high inflammation, unleſs the operation 
has been long delayed, nor dv the ſymptoms of ſuch- complaint-uſu- 
ally attend afterward ; the mortified part often does not exceed an 
inch, or an inch and half in length, and is almoſt always confined: to 
that part of the gut which i is on the outſide of the tendinous opening, 
all within the belly being ſound and fair. To which may be added 
this circumſtahce, that when the parts containei in a hernial fac be- 
come mortifieck by the delay of the operation, the fac itſelf, (which. 
Has no immediate connection with the inteſtine, or its veſſels) the cel: 
lular 4 covering it oy 0 the Kin is _— enn in 'the fame. 
tate. een 1 in N 
"Theſe are my \principat reaſons for believing/ tar thei were 1 
made by the tendon is, in in the generality of incarcerated ruptures, 
not only & 4 fofficient; but the primary, and indeed the ſole cauſe of all 
the ſymptoms, and all the miſchief and therefore I muſt alſo be of. 
opinion, that whoever neglects to perform, or at-leaſt to propoſe the 
operation, when he finds reduction impracticable, and the ſymptoms 
preſſing, does in ſome meaſure contribute to thodeſtruftion of hit pe- 
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„ Indeed, tho” we AT beets Kan then Kane ec en it, 
viz, that the complaint begins i in the inteſtine, and that the ftriture made by the tendon 


is not a primary- cauſe, but an effect of the diſeaſe, Ido not fee how we can ayoid propo- . 


ſing theoperation z for whether the increaſed gg the gut be owing to the inflamma- 
9 | | | tion,” 
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On the other hand, I am convinced by ſome inſtances which I 
have met with, (and which one time or other I hope to be able to pre- 
ſent to the publick, in a collection with many others) that the opinion 
has ſome foundation in truth, and that perſons labouring under old 
tuptures, which have been long in the ſcrotum without giving any 
trouble, in which the quantity of inteſtine is often very large,. the 
tendinous aperture much dilated, and the hernial fac thick and firm, 
are thoſe to whom this misfortune has happened, and who indeed, if 
their caſe be duly conſidered, will be found moſt liable to it; there 
being no reaſon in nature why that part of the inteſtine which is con- 
raintd in ſuch a hernia, ſhould not be ſubject to every complaint, or 
diſeaſe; to which every other part of that canal is liable : and this opi- 
nion I am more confirmed in, by having met with more than one 
ſubject with ſuch old ruptures, who have had all the ſymptoms of a 
ſttangulation, and in whom, I am ſure; there was no ſtricture made by 
the tendon, though the gut remained in the ſcrotum. | 

Although I have through the courſe of this ſection A., re- 
commended the early performance of the operation, yet I muſt deſire 
not to be miſunderſtood, as if I meant to adviſe it before proper at- 
tempts had been made for reduction, or the ſymptoms become alarm- 
ing; much leſs that I would propoſe it as a means to obtain a radical 
cure in thoſe ruptures' which are returnable by the hand merely; a 
thing boaſted of, and practiſed by pretenders, but not to be thought 
of by any man who has either judgment, humanity, or honeſty. 
1 80 The 
tion, which renders it too large to paſs the abdominal opening, or whether it be the 
mere effect of ſtricture made by the tendon, in either caſe it will bind equally, and the 
event muſt be exactly the fame, as far at leaſt as the ſtricture has to do with it: for when 
the inteſtine is inflamed, whether ſuch inflammation preceded or ſucceeded the confine- | 


ment of it by the tendinous opening, the ſymptoms can never be appeaſed, but by the 
releaſe of the gut from its confinement, 


288 AC TREATH SP 


e only intent br it owl be to pheſirve life, by reſtuing the 
patient from the hazard of mbrtifeation] likdy® to enſue from the 
ſtricture; atid though 1 Have prefied * it with Yuch. view, and in fach 
eircumnitaners, and' think it ohglit always to be dene; yet I ſhould be 
Ver ety forty to Have it thought Yhat'l encouraged the performanee'of it 
Linh ot unneceffaräly, which muſt de 2 aner it is 
done with arly otkrer intention! n boni don 10 %, won 
Comnticered as a means to obtain à perfect or radical dure, n 
vent the neceſty of wearing a truſs, every man at all con verſant with 
thee things” levows, that it moſt frog ently" fails of procucing that 
end: and Art moſt of holt people who! have been obliged to fubmit 
do it for the prefervition'of chef Hives, haue alſo been obliged to wear 

a banclage ever afterwards, to prevent the inteſtine from Aipping down 

behind'the*cicatris, inte the groin 46 2: dive Not 
Y In ſhort; though che danger from the operations ines poifclmedib in 
time, is in my opinion never tobe mentiohed with that which muſt 
ariſe from the Arieture, if negleRted; yet ſuch operation never ought 
to be attempted but with a view to prevent the impending ill effetts of 
ſuch ſtricture, and wil not ever (J dare believe) be put. in practice 
with any other intention, by any fair or judicious practitioner, by any 
man Who has the leaſt regard for his oh character, his allow - rea: : 
e eee or for nnen 19482 Sor Al. $5, 
= | mnioveng'y N \ "It 22 blend gutt 
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Fi * Perhaps it may appear extraordinary, but this neceſſarily ſevere operation has, by 
ſome of our modern quacks, been recommended, and even practiſed, for the cure of 
omental berinns ; more then one perſon has Laſt his lifes chars, has been nmirdered in 
the attempt; but that ſeems to be a ciraumftance of Imall importance in the minds of 
theſe operators, nor ddes it ut Alt prevent the credulous part of mankind from truſling 
_ them; though ene would imagine that much it ranger Proofs, eicher of inen 

* at honeſty of! — qns: 1ha9 adh d 21 10e 
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THE fac and ſtricture being laid open and divided, the contained 
parts come into view, and according to the different circumſtances of 
the rupture and of the patient, will be found in mn Kites, and 
require different treatment. | 
"Theſe ſtates are reducible to three general heads, that is, the con- 
tained parts will be found, either in a ſound, healthy, looſe, uncon- 
nected ſtate, and fit for immediate reduction or in a ſound ſtate, but, 
from ſome particular circumſtances, incapable of being immediately 
replaced ; or in an unſound, diſeaſed ſtate, and requiring to be treated 
accordingly. | 
If the rupture conſiſts of a piece of inteſtine only, and that neither 
,mortified nor adherent, the ſooner it is returned the better, and che 
mote gently it is handled for reduction, the better alſo. n 
If the inteſtine be accompanied with a portion of omentum, the 
latter, (if in a proper ſtate) ſhould be returned firſt. 
Won returning the inteſtine, care ſhould be taken to endeavonr to put | 
in that part firſt which came out laſt, otherwiſe the gut will be doubled 
on itſelf, and the difficulty and trouble be thereby much increaſed z 
and in "making the reduction, the fingers ſhould be applied to that 
part of the inteſtine, which is connected with the meſentery, rathitr 
than its convex part, as it will both ſerve the purpoſe better, and be 
ks ſikely to d0 miſckief. BYTE” * 
_ While the reduction is making, the leg kt thigh on the rätte 
nde ſhould'be kept elevated, as ſuch poſitio ion of wed limb will much 
facilitate the return of the parts. 7 
Long confinement in the ſcrotum will, if bone 2 wks 
Night, adhefions, b by lender filaments, which are genetally very eaſily 
feparated by the finger, or di vided by a knife, or ſeciſſars, whether the 
ä 1 adheſions 
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adheſions be of thi parts of the inteſtine. inter ſe, or to the hernial fac. 
If the adheſion be of the former kind, and ſuch” as proves very diffi- 
cult to ſeparate, it will. be bettet to return the gut into the belly as 
It is, than to run the riſque of producing an inflammation by uſing 
force; if it be of the latter, that is, if the connection be with the 
ſac, there can be no hazard in, wounding that, and therefore it may be 
made free With. 27 11 ne. TIX: 1 LiDe | 13% 
It has been Bid by ſorne writers, that if the piece of omentum be 
10 very adherent that the ſurgeon does not chuſe to ſeparate it, that 
it may very ſafely. be left, that it will firſt ſuppurate and then. ſhrink, 
and very little retard the healing of the ſore. What experience the 
gentlemen who talk in this manner may bave bad of this kind: of 
caſe, I know. not, but I never yet have ſeen any, in which it could 
poſlibly be thought neceſſary to leave the patient in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, or in which an attachment of the. omentum was incapable of 
. free, Tui by diſeding. 1 ee or e A Part 
The ed 2 being 3 ihe next object of confldtration 
* the hetnial fac: this, if large, thick, and hard, will prove flow, 
and diſteuli of digeſtion, render the edges of the ſore tumid and pain- 
| ful, and often retard a dure iconfiderably, by producing troubleſome 
abſceſſes in the ſbrotumi 951 An e ie, you 5 %; 
A conſiderable part of in meg very afely, and properly. be remored; 
10 part of it is of any conſequence except the poſteriot, or that with 
which the ſpermatic . veſſels are connected; all the reſt being looſe, by 
means of the cellular membrane, is therefore ar ve e 
"and had therefore better be removed than leſt. 
I. has: been propoſed: by theoretic writers to ab. a ligature PHY 
be upper part of the neck of the ſac, in order as it is ſaid to pro- 
Lee the ae e and 1 0815 more certainly. to prevent the 
03”; S future 
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fature deſcent of any thing from the belly: but to this there are many 
objections; the principal of which are, that if the ligature was not 
made ſtrict, it could ſerve no purpoſe, and if it was, it would be very 
likely to injure the ſpermatic chord, if included in'itz by preventing: 
part of the diſcharge, it might alſo occaſion' very troubleſome ſymp- 
toms, and, upon the whole, is by no means adviſeable. 

It has alſo been ſuppoſed, that the inteſtine may be found ſo inhe- 
tent as not to admit of being ſet free, and in this caſe it has been 
adviſed to remove the ſtricture, by dividing the ſac and the tendon, 
and then to leave the parts looſe. This is mentioned by many wri- 
ters of eminence, and therefore I have taken notice of it, though it 
is a Kind of caſe which; I muſt own; I have never ſeen, nor do I ſup- 
poſe that I ever ſhall. I have ſeen the inteſtines: very firmly adherent 
to each other, to the ſac, to the omentum, and to the teſticle; but 
never in ſuch a ſtate of adheſion, as to be incapable of being returned. 
The adheſion of the parts of the inteſtine inter ſo, are moſt frequently 
eaſily ſeparated; but if they ſhould not, ſtill theſe are no hindrance 
to the gut being returned; and if the caul be ſo connected as to prove 
troubleſome to detach, it may with great ſafety be cut off; ſo that 
the connection here, meant muſt be of the inteſtine with the hernial 
fac of theſe two parts we are intereſted only for the preſervation of 
one, and may without hazard make free with the other; the ſepata- 
tion may indeed be tedious, and ſometimes difficult, hut let the dif- 
ficulty or trouble be what they may, the ſeparation muſt be accom- 
pliſhed, it being abſurd to think: of leaving a piece of inteſtine looſe, 
in the divided ſcrotum, which, from the removal of the ſtricture 
above, will be liable to be increaſed in quantity, from every un- 
guarded: motion, and ſubject to all the inconveniencies which the in- 
fluence of the air muſt neceſſarily produce on ſuch tender partsz not 


'to l the great difficulty of managing the ſote in this ſtate, and 
” 77 obs the 
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the pain and other bad ſymptoms, which much ariſe from the daily 
uncovering the inteſtine. Any trouble, therefore, which may attend 
the ſeparation, myſt be ſubmitted to, rather than to follow this ſtrange. 
advice, which indeed the writers who give ſeem not to underſtand, 
for ta leave the parts as they were found, and as they direct, is im- 
poſlible ; they were found contained in a hernial fac, and in the ſcro- 
tum, defended from the air, and in ſome degree limited as to quan- 
tity, both by the ſtricture above, and the fac below; the neceſſary 
opetation has removed that ſtricture, divided the ſac: and fcrotum, 
and ſet all looſe and free, and therefore if the inteſtine be not re- 
turned into the belly, and kept there, the quantity which may fall 
out, may be ſo large as to produce the moſt fatal conſequences, not- 
withſtanding any n which fore l en the canal e 
| n 13.0 
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dered as diſplaced, as inflamed, as having contracted unna- 
dal enmas dens und adhefions, but being ſtill ſo unhurt in their tex- 
ture as to remain ſound, within the laws of the circulation, fit to be 
returned into the nne 1 of kucceſs 

in the event. NA BONE O11 vent 4D LESTSY 4 

But, on the dey hand; if the Andashenian ran very highs) and, 
bas: either been neglected, ar not given way to proper treatment, and 
the operation has been too long deferred, the parts, though looſe, 
may become ſo diſeaſed, as to be: unſit fat immediate geduction. 405 
Aube diſeaſe here meant is gangrene, or mortiſieation, produced by 
FF the RR of the Ungulation-of: the. dans * a part which 
2 is 
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is on the outlide of the. ſtricture. . The gangrenous or mortified ſtate 
of theſe parts may be of more or leſs extent, according to the. quan- 
tity contained in the fac ; but be the extent of ſuch diſcaſe what it 
may, the part ſo affected ought never to be, returned. looſe into the 
belly, (more eſpecially if it be inteſtine) without ſome, caution. 

The omentum indeed may be made more free with. If this be ſo 
altered as to be plainly unfit for immediate reduction, it may be re- 
moved; that is, the altered part may be cut off from the ſound. 

This is certainly true; but it is a point of practice which appears 
to me to deſerve ſomewhat more regard than i is moſt, commonly paid 
to it by writers. All that is generally, ſaid of it is, that if the omen» 
tum be found in an unſound ſtate, a ligature. ſhould. be made on it 
juſt above the altered part, what j is below ſuch ligature hould be cut 
off, and the ligature ſhould be left hanging out. of the wound, that it 
may more eaſily, be taken away, when it is eaſt. off, This is the ger 
neral doctrine, and indeed the general practice; ons which I cannot 
help 5 is delivered down, and fallen by us, ſomewhat incon⸗ 
ſiderately. 1 558 

When che oi omentum is in \ fuch fate as to be fit Hs bong returned in- 
to the belly, ſuch return ought never to be neglected, or omitted; the 
uſes of the caul are great and obvious, and the want: of it muſt be 

productive of inconvenience to the patient; its warmth, its greaſineſs, 
its lubricity, its extenſion over the ſurface of the inteſtines, : together 
with the conſtant motion of that canal, Prove its utility, and in ſome 
meaſure point out what the inconveniencies muſt neceſſarily be, which. 
follow the removal of it. But it is ſometimes found i in ſuch ſtate, as 
to be unfit for reduction; and then we muſt embrace the leſſer of the 
two evils, and remove ſuch part of it as We ought not to return.” This 
is faid by every body, an and is certainly true ; but ſeems to me, as I have 
Juſt n now 110 to require morp conũderation than i is generally ſpent 


upon 
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" ypon it; as well with regard to tlie ſtats requiring ſuch operation as the 
manner of executing it. It is commonly ſaid, that if it be found in 
large quantity, conſiderably hardened, or if it be altered in its texture, 


(that is, by gangrene or mortification) that it ought” to be retrenched. 
The two ſtates ſaid to require this retrenchment are very materially 


different from each other; the neceſſitj ity of f it in the latter is evident; 

but Teannot help ſaying, that I think it is ordered i in the former very 
unneceſſarily; and that the general method alſo of performing it in the 
latter, appears to me to be both injödicibüs and prejudicial. There 
may . now x ani then oecur a eile, in which ſuch alteration way 


e 


any. true, as 1 have oo] times 3 ; 


Arg rin it when its form and conſiſtence have been much al- 


tered, without finding any future i inconvenience : ſo that ſuch altera- 


tion merely, 3s not a general reaſon fot Cutting it off : J on, the oth her 


hand, Tarli"teddy to allow, that it ſometimes, i is, and that the piece of 
caul ſo altered had better be! removed, and that it may allo 0 c 


at it may alſo be f ſo con- 
nected, that it Will be more to the patleflts 8 advantage e. to have. ſuch 


connected pitt taken 1 at onde, ads 90 U h the pain ar - 5 4 


| the e pain an 
tigue which the ſeparation may” require; ; 15 hieb caſe, Dy. ior 


objection 
lies prigef ipally againſt the" preſcribed method by ligature., | Fader 


when it i * in * * — fats, a part of i 15 muſt neceſſarily be x remo⸗ 
er y bighly imp im pro- 


Dar 


OT To Revignth this," we ate e yn a 1 1 on the 
Fund part of the omentum, Juſt” above what is altered! and then to 


cut it t off imm YR ** ſuch ligature : and the _ 
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doing it in this manner is, that all the altered part may be removed 
without any riſque of bæmorrhage. This method of acting is found- 
ed on a groundleſs fear, and is often attended with bad conſequences, 
which, not being ſhppoſed to flow from this cauſe, } are not ſet to its 
'a0cpunt, Daſh 101377 Gee oy A444 
The fear of hgdchags 1 the divided. veſſels; if the omentum 
be cut in a ſound part, and the apprehenſion of miſchief likely to 
enſue from the ſhedding of ſanies or matter into the belly, if the 
diviſion be made in the diſeaſed, gave riſe to the practice of tying it be- 
fore amputation ; but neither the one nor the other of theſe appre- 
henſions ate well ted | hob are N, ſufficient reaſons for ſuch. 
practice. 

The fear of hemorrhage is almoſt if not el LUN 1 
dation, as I have ſeveral times experienced; and the diſcharge of a 
fluid of whatever kind from the border of the divided membrane, is 
of no conſequence at all; neither would the ligature prevent it if it. 
was, as muſt appear to every one who will be aten one mo- 
ment's ſerious conſideration. by | 

But this is not all: I am 505 to 4 that 1 am by experience con- 
Linded. that mak ing a ligature on the caul is not only unneceſſary, but 
"ſe pernicious,. and ſometimes even fatal. 

A mere theoretical conſideration of the parts will convince any one 

: * the probability of miſchief ariſing from ſuch practice; but beſides 
theſe conſiderations, I can take upon me to ſay, that Ic have ſeen it 

add to the hazard of the caſe, and more than once deſtroy the patient. 

I dave ſeen the omentum become diſeaſed, and gangrenous in all its 
extent, above the ligature; between it and the ſtomach, when it was 

not gangrenous at all before it; was tied; but on the contrary, in a 
ſound ſtate, and only tied in order to. its being more ſecurely retrench- 
ed. T have ſeen. a whole train of bad ſymptoms,. ſuch as. nauſea, vo- 
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miting, hiccough, .feyer,. apxitty;irefilefſneſs; great pain in the belly, 
and an incapacity; of fitting upright, or even of moving without ex- 
guiſite pain, precede the death of a man, whoſe omentum way tied 
merely becauſe of its inlargement, whoſe. inteſtines unintercuptedly 
from the time of the operation, to his laſt hour, performed their pro- 
per office of diſcharging the frces and were found perfect and un- 
tainted. after death, but whoſe omentum appeared in a highly in- 
flammatory ſtate in (general) and in many parts above the ligature 
gangrenous. 
The direction ns by many writers. to put the- patient's body in 
motion, or to give him a kind of ſhake, in order to ſet to rights the 
diſturbance and derangement produced by tying the caul, would be too 
abſurd tu mentidn; did it not ſerve to prove, that even the very people 
vnho havr perſiſted in this pernicious practice were themſelves ſenſible 
of. ſome of its probable ill: oonſequeneces, though they would not try 
to remedy them: they thought, that thoſe which might follodifrom 
bhæmorthage, or the diſcharge of ſanies, were ſtill greater, but made 
no experiment, in order to know whether. they were or not. 
I Will not pretend to ſay, that there never was a dangerous vr fatal | 
- flux; af blood, from the diviſion: of the omentum, without Jigature, 
+ but I can truly ſay that I never faw-one;' that I here doreral mes cut 
A alf portiuns of it, without tying, and neuer had trouble from it of 
deu kind, though I have always made the eneiſton in che found part; 
| | and that, from the ſucceſs which has attended it, I (hall always conti- 
| aue to do fo, uchenexer it ſhall: become neceſſary. Upon che whole, 
I. cannot help thinking the liguture both uuncceſſury and pernicioùs, 
and dan ventüre fran "Experience! to ſay, that any portion of the eaul, 
1 . be thought neceſſary to remove, may ana be out 
off, without any reviqus'tying. .- 1307 i 1332-0 B05 ee. bod 
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Thel deſt ani ſafeſt method of performing this opetation, is with # 
good pair of ſtraight ſeiſſars, having firſt: expanded it, as well on ac- 
ebunt of its more eaſy diviſion, as to prevent the miſchief which 
would! attend the cutting s piece af intaſtine, if it ſhould chance to 
be Wrapped up init s and if apy fran ſtill remains of hæmorrhage, the 
exciſion mays in the caſe of 'mgrtifacation, be mad juſt within the alte- 
red part of it ; in which caſe, there will no more be left to de caſt _ 
than there muſt be when a ligature is made. zune Un 
I the gangrene;. or ſnhacelus, have taken poſſaſſion of the — 
and conſiſts of a ſmall pat only, which by-caſting- off, might endany- 
ger the ſhedding its contents into the belly ; the method of endeavou- 
ring to prevent-that.imcanvenience is, by connecting the upper part to 
the ound by meabs of a needle and ſtrong. ligature ; by this means, 
when the mortiſicd part ſeparates, the fæces art difcharged by the 
wound for ſome time ; after. which it has been known to contract gra- 
dually, and heal ürmlye but whether the event proves ſo lucky or not, | 
- thisamethad of outing the gut ſhould never be omittod. 
In making this artificial attachment of the inteſtine to the inſide of 
tlie belhy, cabgiinuſbbe taken not to wound ihe gut; the noedts! muſt 
be paſſed theoughitie:meſeritery, .: at a-ſmall:diftaneefrom the inteſtine, 
und ſuch a portion'of::that body included within the ! ſtitch, as ſhall be 
likely to hdldifalb long enough to render the connection probable. If 
ane altered pnition vf tlie gut be of ſſuch extent as to require exciſion, 
hut yet not ſo large as tol prevent tha exttemities of the. divided: parts 
from heing btoughtꝭ into contact with gacii other, thei? union: muſt be 
endeavoured by ſuturt ; in doing this, the ends of the inteſtine ſhould 
be ciade tn lay Somewhat over aach other, by which means the ſuture 
will be the ſtronger; and when the two ends / ate chiq ſe ed together, 
dheh fault hatb be baftened ict tige inf of the belly, dt the upper 
Part f the und, that in caſe the union dnes not take place,” the 
bohovs- 7785 R diſcharge 
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diſcharge of feces may, if poſſible, ) be dude ahfbugh the groin Hut 
if the diſeaſe is of ſueh (extent as to prabibit the-bringing the wa 
ends together, the treatment muſt; be different. In this caſe, as it ie 
impoſſible to preſerve the continuity of the inteſtinal canal, the aim 
of the ſurgeon muſt be to prevent the contents of it from being ſhed 
into the belly, and to derive throogh the wound in the groin all 
that which ſhould, in a ſound and healthy: Rate, paſs off by the: re- 
tum and anus, n ehe Hie e ig 10. hg" Bat Few, 
-:/To-accoimpliſh this, he: muſt take care that ncither e of 
the divided, inteſtine ig out af his fingern a, then wich a proper nee- 
dle, and a ſtrong ligature, he muſt congect both of them to the up- 
per edge of the, wou⁰ , her ſuture, with which, ——— I 
made, mult not be flight, , leſt it caſt off baſote n due degree of ate» 
ſion is procured. ; and ĩt muſt alſo be made in ſuch a manner as: 1 
preſervs;the, mouth of the gut as free and as, open as may be, upon 
which the patientis ſmall, gemaining chance does in fone rheaſure.de- 
Fend. The method ad by. La Heyroniey. of ſtuching the mefen- 
terx inſradiof the inteſtine, is judicious and right a 43164 |, 
T hg draſſing in this caſe ſhould be as ſoft and as light as poſfibles 
ngthipg heavy, nothing crammed in, nothing which; cant itritatg ur 
give pain; and the patient muſt obſerve; the moſt rigid: ſevarity uf 
diet, and ithe moſt perfect quietude both of body and mind e vi th rn · 
gerd to. medicine, uhate ver is exhibited) muſt be caleulatod to procure 
reſt; and ęaſe, to quiet the febrile heat, to keep: the body open, and, 
if neceſſtæy, la it moſt; frequently muſt be) toitreſiſt pntrofuction. 
All the reſt muſt . ben left to nature, who is by her great Cxtatos fur- 
niſhed with ſuch powers, as ſometimes to produce en 
een in theſealeplorahlle caſts. „ b e ee 
This is the ſuhſtanot of the beſt practice, andi of: the moſt approved 
| Laune, in theſe circumſtances, and which bias ſometimeb been at- 
Sen | : G . 14 tended 
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tended with arfortunate event; but the practitioner who is ſo ſituated 
a5 to ſce- but little of this kind of buſineſs; ought to be apprifed how | 
very! little reaſon there is to hope for, or to prumiſe ſucceſs .. 
Mot cenſure is ineurred by au unguarded prognoſtic) than by a 
ſueceſsleſs event} if properly and judiciouſſy foretold; and if a man 
was to form his judgment upot this, and ſome other hazardous diſ- 
ordersy from books only, he would expect very little of that trouble 
and diſappointment, which he will moſt certainly meet with in 
practise 22d1196 01 2169, 5247 Slam et eic Mil ny yy ry 
-Welters/in general ate too much inclindd 70 bell Wielr ſucceſſes only, 
auß art fond of telatiug caſes of gangrene and mortifieation, in which 
large portichs of inteſtine have” been remved, tlie proper operations 
performed with great dextority; and in which the events proved for- 
tunate; and of this they all 'give us inſtanees, either from their own 
practice or that of others; or perliaps ſometimes from imd; 
by vlich ihe young reader is tiade too funguine in His expeclation. 
h theſexxtrabtdinary ſucceſſes do ſometimes happen, is beyond 
all doubt; and it is every man's duty to aim at the lame by all poſ- 
ſible means ; but Rill the inexperienced practitibher ſhould alſo be 
informed; how many ſinlt for one that is recovered,” and how many 
lucky aircumiſtanceso muſt concur, with all His pains, to produce a 
happy event inubeſe very deplorable caſes! Without this caution he 
will meet vůth bery irkſoſne diſappoiuements; unll having been often 
baffled, where he thought he had good reuſon to expect ſucceh, he 
will ſumetimes meet with it ſo very unegpectedly, that he will be in- 
clined ta believe the farcaſticalidiſtinftion betweer eures, and eſcapes, 
not Al fhunded. 29ub01q; 07 eamitzomot e crowoy eee ee Latin 
To ſay the truth, the hazard is fo great andl the utmoſt. power of ; 
art ſo little, that what Japis ſaid to Mncat with relation to ene, 
DIY with great; propriety de faid here, CE EE Ne CUES 
ebn ©. 47 N Non 
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HE portion of inteſtine, or 8 which Spe an 
| -=itrnia; being reptacbd While found and unhütt, either by In- 
W e or gangreneg it had atwiys ll very latety, been füp- 
poſed; that if a hew decent ef them was preventetl by the imme- 
diace application of a bandage, no miſchief was likely to enfiie,” and 
thut white- the trüſß executed its offee properly, the patient wis 
thereby free from danger. Deer e e eee te rune no eee 
Bae within thefe fe years; dt has By Toric” of the Frech nere 
been faſt, that the herniak ſue mäy de ſo loole” and uncontiected with 
pbrmtic ehord, thit it may be returned iutb the belly, while 


the 
it contains 4 portion ef ftiteſtine, Mdcuring under a ſtticture made by 
the weck of the ſaid Fac ; and of this they Have given images of 
cCaſcs, Or of what appeared 0 them to be [hh trans 42s 


Mr. Le Dran tells us, that in one of theſe; the rupture was with 
ſorne difficdlty returned, but the Hinptorns' nevertheleſs continuing, 


the patient died; and that upon o opening the body he Tag the her- 
nial fade meluding a Confiderable portion of inteſtine, returned into 
the belly; and that the ſtricture made by the neck of the fie, "bound 
ſo tight, that he could not diſenga M the ut from it without” cutting 

it his werds are, Faun 6: TL. 1 0.9K tt: 2 2111 {64 Us 
* Nous trotwames dans le ventre 125 ber mare, "qui fvait trois 
6s K de profondeur, ſur huit pouces de Greonference 7 * et ans 
2 p 5 >, Soo 
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«' ceac etoit encore, enfermee une demie aulne de l'inteſtine jejunum. 
«©, Tenant le ſac à plein main, je voulus en faite ſortir 1inteſtin, 'en le 
*.tirant par l'un de bants ; mais 1a choſe. me fut impoſſible, tant len- 
** tr6e du ſac ctoit reſſerrèe, & je n'en vins au bout, qu'en dilatant 
cette entree avec les ciſeaux, &c. 

In De la Faye's notes on Dionis may alſo be ſeen an inſtance of this- 
kind of caſe; or at leaſt of what was taken for ſuch. * 

- I have already given my opinion concerning the practicability of of re- 
turning a hernial ſac back into the abdomen, after it has been out any 
confiderable length of time; I never ſaw, either in the dead or the li- 
vitng; any reaſon to ſuppoſe it poſſible; the aſſertions of theſe gentle 
men are very poſitive, and I muſt leave the renee to judge of them as- 
he an. 
The ſtraitneſs of the neck of the ſac is ſuppoſed to be produced 5 
the preſſure of the bolſter of a truſs, worn to keep the parts from de- 
ſcending. This part of the ſuppoſition is probable; but it muſt alſo 
be conſidered, that the ſame preſſure muſt almoſt neeeſſarily oecaſion 
adheſions of the outſide of the ſac to the ſurrounding cellular mem 
brane; and if we were to ſuppoſe the ſac looſe and unconnected in 
every other part, (a thing I muſt own I never ſaw) yet this * would 
for ever prevent its return into the belly. 8 . 

- It is indeed repreſented as a circumſtance not very frequently occur- 
ring, which is fortunate for mankind; as it can neither be foreſeen nor 
prevented, and would add conſiderably to the hazard of ruptures. 

It is ſaid, that by carefully attending to the manner in which a tup- 
ture goes up, we. may diſtinguiſh whether the ſac returns with it or. 
not; that if it does, including the gut, a hard body will be perceived 
to paſs under the finger, and that the inteſtine in its paſſage through ' 
the abdominal opening, will not make that kind of guggling noiſe, 
which it is uſually found. to do, when the fac. does not return with it. . 

This,. 
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This, inſtead of being the characteriſtic mark of the return of the 
. Gs will almoſt always he found to be the,: caſe; when © portion of 
amgptum,;.which, has been much compreſſed, gons up at the ſame 
time with. tha gut; and therefore, . however; ingenious. this obſetvation 
may ſeem, conſidered theareticallyy, it is net to be depended upon in 
practice. [ts „ce i ente F ts Sno + be , u ẽ- Qf1 it 

B ut ſuppoſing We hag ſome e which 
we, cpld always know, when! this yas the caſe, I dg, npt.ſee how we 
could, Avail ourſelves, of, them z the, inteſtine muſt be returned before 
we can have our information ; and if inſtead af the tuncertain, delu- 
five reaſons juſt, given, we had the cleareſt and moſt ſatisfactory marks 
of what is ſuſpected, we have no remedy, but a very perplexing, te- 
dious, and painful operation, which, I fancy, as few ſurgeons would 
ia theſe circumſtances chooſe to perform, as patients ſubmit to. 


„I, call theſe, mazky or, ſymptoms, which theſe gentlemen have-giy 
us, daykiful ang, deluſiye, becauſe they do not with, any degree.of cer 
tainty mdicate; the cauſe to which they are ing. or from which they 
axiſe 3 for Wmerzgflammation excited i in the inteſtine by its having been 
engaged for fame time in a ſtricture, will ſametimes produce allithe 
lame complaints after. its return; bur no W re- 
lieve them. 

- In;the;commen.reduQion therefare. of; an jinteſtingl kuptuse hy 15 
hang, Ido nat foe how we can avail ourſelves of this ſuppoſed diſco- 
very Apdivhen the operation hy the knife becomes neeeſſary, it can 
be of AN: conſequence, at, all: for if the operation be properly per- 
formed, the hernial fac will be divided through its, whole length, be- 

 foge, the, inſtrument, reaches the tendon, and therefore the sn 

ngwer be. return: 2 by any, ſtricture from the former. 
„Ik bas indeed been aid, that till this diſcoyery was made, the lle 
ture of the abdominal tendon, and the adheſion of the contents of 
the 
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the hernial ſue to its ſides, were the only known reaſons why titty rup- 
ture ſhbuld be irreturnable; and that when ſuch caſe occurred, if the 
tendon Gly was divided, and the fac reduced unopened, the patient 
might / bo loſt notwithſtanding all that had been done. To this I can 
only fay; that à ſtricture made by the ſac only, is far from being a 
thing unknown, and is one of the principal reaſons why all judicious 
writers ahd practitionets have adviſed it to be always divided; and 
when” this is properly executed, no ſuch conſequences can follow, 
even if the hernial ſac ſhould be (what I have never yet ſeen). DET 
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: (oblique muſeles in females, are ſubject to the ſame ſymptoms, 
ebe nearly the ſame general treatment, as the | inguinal tup- 
tures f males, and, like them, frequently admit of perfect cure, if 
not miſmanaged or neglected at firſt; the ſame kind of truſs is alſo ne- 
ceſfary, and the ſame cautions with regard to the manner on Ray: 
it, 11.96 
e 1textare'of the cellular inenibrane Ktrolnidiag ep 
matic veſſels, and the laxity of the ſcrotum, render. the hernial tumor 
much larger in males than it can well be in females; neitlier can ĩt 
deſeend fo Tow in the latter, as it does frequently” in the former, for 
reaſons which are obvious. 164 53 eib 909 Thy 36 15101904 gf to 
 \Phe'Ferntlle herni, if recent, has much the ſais appearance as che 
bubonocede in man; and when mbre of the gut or caul is thruſt forth 
en e eyes in the "(MA : * en n eg 1 Ho: 
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nbi | en and ſometimes forms a tumor. of 3 ———— 
fine. - 4 „ | | 
When eaſily veductle; like that-of men, it gives but nale pain, 
and generally returns into the belly upon going to bed, or upon the 
patient being laid in a ſupine poſture: when it is bound by the open; 
ing of the abdominal tendon, and is therefore diſſicult, or incapable 
of reduction, it is attended with the fame ſymptoms as the incareera- 
ted hernia in man, and requires the ſame general treatment, of bleed 
ing, güy ters, purges, warm bath, &c.” and (theſe failing) the cbirur- 
gie operation; by which the hernial lac is hid __ and the ſtrictute 
made by the tendon, divided. \ 
In males, the cellular membrane which merten the ſpermatic veſ- 
ſels and the hernial fac, is generally ſo thickened by diſtention, as to 
take ſome little time to cut through, and proves thereby a kind of ſe- 
curity to prevent che ſac from being too haſtily opened; but in females 
it ſhould be remembered, that the hernial bag lies immediately under 
the membrana adi poſa, and requires to be very cautiouſly divided, on 
#ccount of its contents; nor have I in general obſerved the fluid con- 


| rained in the hernial fac of ſemales t to be — that _ * 
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The piece of inteſtine which i is mb in the female knbonk 
dele, is ſometimes ſo ſmall, as to oecafion very little tumor, and there- 
fore; if recent, is very often, in modeſt women, not known to be the 
rauſe of the ſymptems which it produces; if by accident it returns 
back' before it is hutt in its texture, the diſeaſe paſſes for a cholic ; if 
it proves fatal by mortification, it is taken fbt a p iliaca, or miſe- 
rere. The means made uſe of for the relief of either of thoſa di- 
Kafes, being (wel? as will not, in generab, without "the affiſtanee of 
ſurgeon's hand, procure a return of the prottuded gut, many a uſeful 
| Ufe has been loſt by * real cauſe of ths miſchicf not being known. 
Every 
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Every ſymptom. (the tumor excepted!) which :accompanies/ a rupture 
labeuring under ſtricture, may attend a paſſio iliaca; that is, an in- 
flammation and obſtruction to the execution of the ice of the inte - 
ſtine, whether produced by the ſtricture of the abdominal tendon, or 
the ſpaſmodic contraction of its own muſcular fibres, will be attended 
with the ſame kind of ſymptoms; but though the general means of re- 
lief are alike in both caſes, yet the former requires alſo the aſſiſtance of 
a ſurgeon's hand to replace the piece of inteſtine, or all the reſt will be 
abſqlutely ineffectual : if that be neglected, the caſe in gener will 
end ill, and though the miſchief is ſet to another account, and ſuppo- 
ſed to have been without remedy, yet it is very certain that timely aſſiſt- 
ance would very frequently prevent ſuch bad conſequences. It there- 
fore behoves every medieal man, ho may be called to women labour 
ing under ſuch complaints, to be very attentive to them, antl if the 
ſymptoms run high, never to omit inquiring whether there be any tu- 
mor in the groin, belly, or pudenda, and if there be ſuch, to bo in- 
formed of what nature it is, before he goes any farther, ase, 
more of that! tithe, Which in all theſe oaſes is ſo very precious. 

In the caſe of the dolor colicus, the pain is either round about the 
navel; or diffaſed in general an over the belly chat atifing from a ſtran- 
pulared ruprute is alſo very frequently" general all over the belly, but is 
always mote particularly acute at the groin, hich part is alſo remarks» 
ably tendet to thie touch. The tenffon of the belly, and the 'vomise 
ting in the pafſio iliaca, are in genetal the firſt, at leaſt chey are very 
early fymptonis; whereas they do net come on in ruptures, till after 
ſome time is paſt.” Perhaps ſome other tninute diſtinctions might 
be made between the apparently ſimilar ſymptoms of the two. diſeaſes, 
but the beſt and moſt infallible way to know What the real; ſtate of the 
caſe is, and thereby what ought to he dene, is to have the! parts ex- 


amined where ſuch tumor may be expected; this removes all doubt, 
Hiri R r and 
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and gives the practitionet the ſatisfaction of knowing, that, let the 
oonſequence be whateyer'it may, he is purſuing a rational and proba- 


ble method of relieving his patienlt . 
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"HE a or femoral hernia, receives: its name from its —* aa 
tion, ase, occaſioned ire mae and en 
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To l rightly the nate and ſituation, of a,crural r aptur E, 
it is neceſſary, to attend 10. tlie anatomicaliſtructure, and diſpoſition of 


the obliquus deſcendeas muſole of the abdomen. Whoever, does this 

win fand, chat that part of it which runs obliquely down ward from the 

fpine of the os lion, towards the ſymphyſis of the os pubis, is tuck- 

ed don, and folded in ward, as it were. This edge or. border, ſo 

ſolded in, is what is called, the Aigamentum Poupartiz,by ſome, by 
others thei/igemeptum;Fallofite, as if it was a diſtigct and, ſeparate body, 

6 dat ivredlly. mo. moe than the inferigr, border of the tendon of babe. 


tendon. is loblecpndyaconneged ith any bone; þ all, the — ag Shieh 
is made by the form. of he 0s ilion, between the point of the attach- 
ment of the ligament or tendon. to that hone, and its other conpeti- 
on at the os pubis, is filled up by, cellular membrane, fat, and glands ; | 
which parts are covered, and; braced, down, by a fine tendinous expan- 

ſion, communicating between the tendon of the obliquus deſcendens 


| 69 faſcia lata of the thigh... MIG 


Under this tendon, ;9r/ligament, the parts compoling, a,bern ia passe, 
n a tumor, on the upper and fore part of the thigh. The 


| kun Bs mai deſeribed as paſſing over the crural artery 2nd. vein, 


which 


4 71 
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which are ſaid to lie amediately behind it; but whoever will exa- 
mine the tate of theſe parts, in a, dead ſubject, will find that this is 
not a true bepreſentation: the deſcent is made on one fide of theſe 
veſſels, nearer, te the os pubis; and the hernial ſac, if it be not greatly 
diſtended; lies between the crural re and the laſt mentioned bone, 
om which. iti refts. & 022118 97, Tick | 

- 1 /Ph&femoral. berni is not ſo ſubject to ſtricture as the nguloal, FAR 
being a larger ſpace for the inteſtine to occupy ; but when ſuch miſ- 
chief dots happen, the ſymptoms are ſo exactly the ſame as they are 
in a ſtrangulated inguinal hernia, that it is quite unneceſſary to re- 
peat them in this place: The method of attempting reduction, and 
the treatment of the patient in caſe of difficulty, are the ſame alſo; 
excepting that in the inguinal, the part to be reduced ſhould be preſſed 
obliquely toward the os ilion; in the femoral, the preſſure ___ to os 
—_— upward, or a little toward the pubes.  } 
When it is'not:redacible- by the hand only, it, like the oils bb 
comes the object of a chirurgie operation, by which the ſac is laid 
open; the ſtricture removed, and the prolapſed parts returned. - 

The inciſion ſhould be made through the ſkin, and membrana adi- 
poſa, the whole length of the tumor; under theſe will be ſeen the 
tendinous faſcia, or expanſion, and immediately under that the hernial 
ſac; theſe being carefully divided, and the portion of inteſtine there- 
by denuded, it is well worth while to try if it cannot be returned 
without dividing the tendon, as there is a conſiderable ſpace between 
the os ilium and the os pubis, to manage ſuch reduction in, and as 
the diviſion of the tendon is not always, in this kind of rupture, ſo 
ſafely executed: in this there are two parts of conſequence, which lie 
very little out of the way of the knife, and which an operator ſnould 
avoid wounding : theſe are the epigaſtric artery, and the ſpermatic 
chord. If the diviſion of the ligament be made directly upward, the 
1 | Rr 2 ſpermatic 
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Pernille chord vil bestitsty be Gbiced ; and if; to avoid that, the 
knife be carried very obliquely*towards the os Hium, the artery will 
meet with the fame fate; and indeed if the inciſion of the ligament 
be made of any length, let it be made ini whatever part it may, the 
riſque will be great of wounding ene of the parts juſt mentioned,' as 
will appear to any body who will examine them in u nuturuli, and 
make a proper allowance Toy hey —— and dienten of the ber- 
niit e. AW zuck e eee e dee uh 
Of the two the ie chord is ils moſt to Wirren, 
ed, as the total diviſion of it would in alli prohability render the te- 
ſticle on that fide uſeleſs. If the attery be wounded, it muſt be taken 
up with a needle and ligature, | but the doing is not ſo eaſy as the di- 
recting it to be done: the epigaſtric artery ig many men; is near as 
large as the ſmaller carpal; departs immediately from the trunk of 
the crural, and, at its origin, lies in a bed of fat and cellular mem- 


pPrane; the ſtream of bldad would be pretty, briſc; and the. paſfage 


of the needle round would certainly be troubleſome, if not hazardous 
from the vicinity of the crural veſſels: it may undoubtedly be happi- 
Ay executed; but as it muſt be attended with a! good deal of trauble, 
and ſome riſque, it is much better to avoid the neceſſity, which I think 
may almoſt always be done, conſidering the large ſpace between. the os 
ilion and the os pubis, and that that ſpateũs occupied prindipally by cel- 
lular membrane, and fat: or if the diviſion of the ligament be 'una+ 
voidable, let the operator be particularly careful to keep the extremÞ 
ty of the probe-pointed knife within the end of his fore-finger,/ held up 
tight Juſt* behind the edge or border of the: tendon and -td| make as 
ſmall an ineiſlon as may be neceffary : the probe · ſeiſſars, the common 
ñnſtrument in uſe for * eee is in 2 this caſe: particularly * 
0 e rf =Pofabicy za Sn Stor : Batu, b 
ee cod TomEgH aul lo neiliv . wy 21 WII 
1 ; n 
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In all other circumſtances, this min and the inguinal, are ſo ſi- 
* as to noed 1 no r lng er | (224: 1 | 


= 
E i 
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2 44412 (4 The Congenial Hernia. 
H E congenial hernia, as it is now called, is that particular kind 
of hernia, in which the portion of inteſtine, or omentum, which 
occaſions the tumor, inſtead of being found alone in the hernial ſac (as 
ina common rupture) is found in contact with the naked teſticle ; the 
15. containing it being formed by the tunica vaginalis teſtit. 

The manner in which a common hernial fac is formed, has already 

Anne chapter been related, viz. by the thruſting forth of a por- 
lion of the peritoneum through the opening in the tendon of the exter- 
nal oblique muſcle of the abdomen; which portion ſo thruſt forth 

contains a piece of inteſtine, or omentum, or both. A hernial ſac 
thus formed always communicates with the cavity of the belly, but 
never with that of the tunica vaginalis teſtis. It paſſes down anterior 
to the ſpermatic chord, and when it is laid open, is found to contain 
only a portion of gut, or caul, and a ſmall quantity of fluid. 1 

On the contrary, the ſac of a congenial hernia is formed by the tu- 

nica vaginalis teſtis itſelf; and when it is laid open, (whatever elſe 
may be in it) it is always found to contain the teſticle; covered only 
buy its · proper coat, commonly called tunica albuginea. 

The manner in which this is brought about, the original or early 
A of the teſtes in a fœtus, their deſcent, their protruſion from 
the dr of the Mix. and the formation of the tunica mane: — | 
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I have deſcribed ſo much at large in two tracts already publiſhed “, *, 

as I ſhall give a very ſhort account of them in this place. 
That bag which is deſigned to make the future tunica vaginalis 
teſtis is an originally- formed part, lies in the groin, under the ſkin 
and adipoſe membrane, and has an orifice always open to the abdo- 
men of a fœtus. By means of this orifice, the teſticle at proper time 
deſcends into the groin firſt, and then moſt commonly into the ſero- 
tum; and when it has been ſome little time in the latter, the opening 
from the belly generally becomes cloſe, and is obliterated, | By the 
cloſing of this, paſſage, a bag or cavity is formed, Which contains 
within it t the teſticle « covered. only by its tunica, albuginea, and which 
bag never afterward has any communication With the orifice into the 
cavity of the belly. 

The time at which the teſticles are thruſt forth — ric belly i is 
very. uncertain, . as I have often experienced; and ſo is that af the 
abſolute cloſing of the ſacculus. In ſome they paſs out before birth, 
in ſome immediately after, and i in ſome not till ſome time after; in 
ſome they never paſs out at all, and in others, they (that is the two) 
arrive in the. groin, or ſcrotum, at different, and ſometimes very diſ- 
tant times. In ſhort, the intention of nature, and her proceſo, is in 
general regular and plain, but it is accompliſhed at different periods 
in different perſons, and ſometimes, like moſt other parts of the ani- 
mal œconomp, it is totally prvented by aceident, or mal · formation. 

The intruſion. of a piece of inteſtine, or omentum into the orifice 
of the tunica vaginalis is one of theſe accidents. - By means of either 
of CO the * clobng of the pallage.3 is | prevented and a hernial fac of 


3s . }; | v4 If ww 
An account of the congenial hernia, publiſhed in 1757 3 and ſome obſervations 


on the hydrocele, publiſhed in 1762. In Dr. Hunter's, Medical Comment, No. 1, may 
alſo be ſeen a very ingenious account of this matter, by his brother Mr. John Hunten 
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a particular kind formed. This ſac being really the vaginal coat of 
the teſtis, muſt, if that body has fallen from the abdomen, contain the 
inteſtine, omentum, or whatever forms the ene and the Site 
in immediate contact with each other. unt 

This is the congenial hernia; a diſeaſe be till ibn theſe 
few years, but by no means an infrequent one. 

The appearance of a hernia in very early infancy, will always make. 

it probable that it is of this kind; but in an adult, there is no reaſon 

for ſuppoſing his rupture to be of this ſort, but his having been af-- 
flicted with it from his infancy, there is no external mark or  charac- - 
ter, whereby it can be certainly diſtinguiſhed from one contained in. 

a common hernial ſac; neither would it. be of any. material uſe in 
practice, if there was. | 

When returnable, it ought like all other kinds of Fer to be 
88 and conſtantly kept up by a proper bandage; and when at- 
tended with ſymptoms of hs it requires the ſame chirurgie aſs 
ſiſtance as the common hernia. .- o 0 

In very young children, there are Pts circumſtances relative. to 
this kind of rupture, which are very well worth attending to, as they 

may prove of very material conſequence ta the patient. F. 

A piece of inteſtine, or omentum, may get pretty low. down in the 
fac, while the teſticle is (till in the groin, or even within the abdo-- 
men; both which I have ſeen. In this caſe, the application of a 
truſs would be highly improper; for in the latter, it might prevent 
the deſcent of the teſticle from the belly into the ſcrotum ; in the; 
former, it muſt neceſſarily bruiſe and injure it, give a great deal of un- 
neceſſary pain, and can prove of no real uſe. Such bandage therefore; 

| ought, never to be applied on a rupture in an infant, unleſs the teſ/ 
ticle can be fairly felt in the ſcrotum; after the, gut or. caul is Wee 3; 
and. when it can be ſo felt, a truſs can neyer be put on too ſoon. 
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As this kind of rupture is ſubject to ſtricture with al its conſe- 
quences, as much as that which is contained in a common hernial ' 
ſac, and therefore liable to ſtand in need of the chirurgic operation; 
it may be very well worth an operator's while to know, that an old 
rupture; which was originally congenial, is ſubject to a ſtricture 
made by the ſac itſelf, independent of the abdominal — as well 
as to that made by the ſaid tendon. ft OM IR. 

Whether this be owing to tlie weight of the teſticle at the bottom 
of the ſac, and the endeavours'which'nature' makes to cloſe the upper 
part ofithe'tunica'vaginalis, or to what other cauſe, 1 will not pre- 
tend to fay, but the fact I have ſeveral times noticed, both in the 
dead and in the living. I have feen ſuch ſtricture made by the fac of 
one of theſe herniæ, as produced all thoſe bad ſymptoms which ren- 
der the operation neceſſary; and I have met with two different ſtrie- 


tures, at near ag inch diſtance from each other, in he body of a dead 
boy abqut fousteen, one of which begirt the inteſtine ſo tight, that 
I could not diſengage it without dividing the fac. 

In this kind of hernia I have alſo mere frequently: found eonnec- 
tions and adheſions of the parts to each other, than in the common 
one; but there is one kind of oonnection ſometimes met with in the 
congenial hernia, 'which can never bę found in that which is in a 
common hemial fac, and hien may require alb the dexterity of an 
operator to ſet free; 1 mean that of the "inteſtine with the teſlicle, 
from Which 1 have more than once > Epen A Þ deal of 
trouble. * ; 

When a common hernial fac has been laid open, and the inte- 
ſtine and omentum have been replaced, there can be nothing left in it 
which can require particular regard from the ſurgeon; but by the 
diviſon of the fac of a congenial hernia, the teſticle is laid bare, and 
after the 5 compoſing the hernia have been reduced, will require 


1 
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great regard and tenderneſs, in all the fature dreſſings, as it is a part | 
very irritable, and very ſuſceptible of pain, .inflammation, &c. 

If a large quantity of fluid ſhould be collected in the fac of a conge- 
nial hernia, and, by adheſions and connections of the parts within, the 
entrance into it from the abdomen ſhould: be totally cloſed, (a caſe 
which I have twice ſeen) the tightneſs of the tumor, the difficulty 
of diſtinguiſhing the teſticle, and the fluctuation of the fluid, may oc- 
caſion it to be miſtaken for a common hydrocele ; ; and if without 
attendin g to other circumſtances, but truſting merely. to the feel and 
look of the ſcrotum, a puncture be haſtily made, it may create a 
great deal of trouble, and poſlibly do fatal miſchief. | 

By what has fallen within my obſervation, I am inclined to be- 
lieve that the ſac of a congenial hernia is very ſeldom, if ever, dic 
tended to the degree which a common hernial ſac often is: it alſo,, 
from being leſs dilated, and rather more confined by the upper part 
of the ſpermatic proceſs, generally preſeryes a pyriform kind of figure, 
and, for the ſame reaſon, is alſo generally thinner, and will there- 
fore require more attention and dexterity in an operator when he is 
to open it. To which I believe I may add, that common ruptures,. 
or thoſe in a common ſac, are generally gradually formed, that is. 
they are firſt inguinal, and by degrees become ſerotal; but the con- 
genial are ſeldom, if ever, remembered my the ent to have been | 
ee el fy We | „ akte S013 ae 
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m1 a ae or Urnbilical wehte 35 10 called Fw its 

fltustlon, and has, like the other, for its general contents, 2 
e of inteſtine, o or omentum, or Both: Id off din bilicdl Tur 2 
tures, the” quantity” of oméntum is tometimes very great. ene 
Mk. Randy ſays, that he found two ells YHY Wars of titedie in dne 
of theſe, with about a third Parr or the Romach, af m atheting "toge- 


cher. or 0 t lg 
Ar. Gay and Mr. Noe found ue wer in the fac of an li. 


cathetnia ] and Bohnius ſays that lie did alfo. 27.3 02: be 

But Whlttevt? fre the Comets, they are ongnaly votes inthe 
NE Förchell "by the protrofion of che pe 
| "tn" Fettiit,” and Tina tuptures, this fac is very viſibte; . ur in old, 
and Jarge Ofles, it 16 Brökeh through at the not of the navel, by the 
pfreffufs and weight or tie contents, ant "is bot Awwahs to be MHkin⸗ 
golden; whichis MEredica Shy it bas by ſore bet dodbred whether 
the Kind of rüptefe as A ernte lac br Ho... | 
Tflaffte are very" bject torre inte; An rn ae mol the 
- ſeparation of the funiculus ; but in general they cithet' pet ridöf it as 
they gather ſtrength, or are eaſily cured by wearing a proper bandage. 
It is of ſtill, more conſequence to get this diſorder cured in females, 
even than 1 in males, that its return when they are become adult, and 
pregnant, may be prevented as much as poſſible; for at this time it 
often happens, from the too great diſtention of the belly, or from un- 
 guprded x Mation when the parts are } upon the ſtretch. Duting geſta- 


tion It 18 often very troubleſome, but after delivery, if the contents 
have 
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have contracted no adhefion, they will often . and my be es 
in their-place by a proper bandage. 

If ſuch bandage was always put on in time, * worn 3 
the diſeaſe might in general be kept within moderate bounds, and 
ſome of the very terrible conſequences which often attend it might be 
prevented. The woman who has the ſmalleſt degree of it, and who 
from her age and ſituation has reaſon to expect children after its ap- 
n ſhould be particularly careful to keep it reſtrained. ſ 

In ſome the entrance of the fac is large, and the parts eaſily redu- 
eible ; in others they are difficult, and in ſome abſolutely irredueible. 
Of the laſt kind many have been ſuſpended for years in a proper bag, 
and have given little or no trouble. They who are afflicted with this 
diſorder, who are advanced in life, and in whom it is large, are gene- 
rally ſubject to cholics, diarrheas, and if the inteſtinal paſſage be at all 
obſtructed, to very troubleſome vomitings. It therefore behoves 
ſuch to take great care to keep that tube as clean and free as poſſible, 
and neither to eat or drink any ming ney: pal er Aten 
n 2114 | | 0 341. 
The cure, as Wel by e is a radical, or pale, 
Celſus, Paulus Ægineta, Albucaſis, Aquapendens, Guido, Severi- 
nus, Rolandus, and others, mention a radical cure by ligature ; Fab. 
ab Aquapendente: propoſes, © aut medicamentis aut ferros umbilicum 
. aduecre;}” but after having deſcribed both methods, he Lys them 
under ſuch reſtraints, from age, habit, ſize of che tumor, time of the 
year, &. as amounts almoſt to a prohibition againſt putting them in 


practice at all . it is to Les Nen that no body will e bf to! re- 
_ vive them. n f | "by: et; 17 Hr. 13. 266 e 9 
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The methods by ligature are two; in the one, the ſkin covering the 
tumor is to be lifted up with, the finger and thumb, or with a ſmall 
hook, to free, it, from the inteſtine; underneath, and then a ligature is 
to be made round the baſis of the tumor, ſo ſtrict as to procure a 
mortißeation of all. that part which is anterior to ſuch ligature. In 
- the other, the ſkin is to be elevated in the ſame manner, and a needle, 
armed with. a double. ligature, is to be paſſed through the baſis af the 
tumor, which is to be tied above and below, or on each ſide, ſo tight 
at to prdueę the ſame effect. Previous to the drawing the ligature 
claſe, it ie adyiſed to malle a ſmall inciſion in the top af the tumor, 
reed paſd in the end of the fore- finger, and with it ſo to 
Lepceſo : thalinteſtine, or omentum, as to prevent eee | 
3 the ſtricture, 21 i 10 C 01 * is 1 ub au d N. B 135 2451 8 atis 
Ihe intestion in / both atheſe methods is the eie by deſtroy- 

jag the lam Kin covering the: top of the tumor, to ptoduce a cicatrix 
Which: hall; bind, % ght, as ta reſtrain the parts rom any future pro- 


ttuſion. 0 ob L 551. Jau t 2 vnn 23-36 zi nu aasm inf! 
+2 Thg.abjeQions,to, either of them arę ſo obvious; thatiitivhardly! nE. 

ns to ſay. any thing concerning them -thoughdin-cthis tage of 
and ctedulity, I; ſhould: nat wonder-to dee: them reriuedi und 
pi mh at l lisdl 2s 19nasm out di 268 law od bus is; 
- clB-g9upgdpbiefts,. and fmall. hernie;: 4handege wore a:proper time 
g5287s|ly. proves. a perfect cure : and in old perſans, and large. tumors, 
nie hetchy, toche ſuppoſed chat any body can think of apy but-a pal- 
liatixe ona the hazard of predueing a marti cation being io gitat- 


But ſuppoſe the ſubject to be gung, nd dhe tumot of ſuch ſize, 
and in ſuch ſtate, as to make it unlikely that a bandage would do more 


than palliate ; that the ſkin covering the tumor is ſo lax, as to make it 
imptobablt that it ſhould ever recover its former ſtate, and lie ſmooth, 
and chat when it has been removed, the cicatrix ſhall bind ſo. tight, as 
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to prevent the future protruſion of any of the contained parts; yet 


who can tell what may be the conſequence of this deſtruction of 


parts, and this indilatibility of the ſkin in a Rate of pregnancy. I 
mention this, becauſe I have ſeen very terrible miſchief from the 
burſting of a cicatrix on the nayel, during geſtation ; though the ſcar 
was from an abſceſs, opened' by incifion, and conſequently could not 


be ſoppoſed to be equal, either in fize or reſiſtance, tv end proud | 


by the before · mentioned operation. OX | th 
The umbilical like the inguinal hernia, — the ſubjeck of chĩ- 
curgic operatio when the parts are irreducible by the hand only, 
and are ſo Wan; as to produce bad ſymptoms. . | But though I have in 
the inguinal and ſcrotal hernia adviſed the early uſe of the knife, I 
cannot preſs it ſo much in this the ſucceſs of it is very rare, and I 
mould make it the laſt remedy... Indeed I am much inclined to be- 
lieve,. 
quently owing to diſorders in the inteſtinal canal, and not ſo often to 
a ſtricture made on it at the navel, as is ſuppoſed. I do not fay that 
the latter does not ſometimes happen, it eee oY burſts is often 
believed to be the caſe when it is not. PE: 5 1 vey 19 © 

When the operation becomes neveffary, it! cohliſts in eg the 


from ftrigure, and enable the ſurgeon! to feturn it into the abdomen, 
if ſound, and not adherent; but if it de gangrenous, or miortified, 
the altered part mult be remoyed, and the. fecal diſcharge'be'derived 
thrqugh the 
yo. Euch fine car be e et oft eee 10 
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that the bad ſymptoms which attend theſe caſes are moſt free 


Ak and hernial fac, in ſuch manner as ſhall ſet the inteſtine free 


wound. by which means, Lorne | et wg * 
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the outſide, of the abdominal opening 83 Ant 10 does flldanus And 2 
nektas. Rur ich 4110 f 180 $ an Nene an "oft re Tp en 52015 p paſ- 
fed" rhe 1050 of the obli que mulcle. And Þ Havk m elf ſeen | the 
Rn ey inciſion, ne they Bid Seen Lorle REY 
elde 20 coor ty od i zi 19d ebe tor bng bnd. . 

19 dead Beagle fs at hte 48 be af Wh Hooper 

HA Al WMitolgh ehe open if the dF1ighs" Wöcel 13 be 
inguinal hernia, or under PoupatPy' enten, ee raking as 
the femoral. re 1 k 

a pot a very frequent ſHecies of hernia, but does eben, and 
ha 3 and determined a character = fad other. 0 


It 


— 


oN R Y T iR E 8. 319 


t has been; mentioned by Barthalin, Te Nom. Sala, Platerys, Bo- 

netus; Ruyſch, Petit. Merry. Vardier, Fc. Jo one. of the hiſtorics 
given. by the latter, the, urachus, and impervious umbilical artery on 
e let ſides: prene drawn through the rendon. into, the ſcrotum, n 
the bladder; in nacher be fopnd four, calculi... A LLCR 
Nuxſch gives ap acconat of, in gamplicated with a worde bu- 
honacels., Mr, Petitigys be felt ſeveral calculi in ops, which i 45 
terwards diſcharged through the urethra. 

Bartholin ſpeaks of T. Dom. Sala as the firſt diſcoverer of the AL 
eaſe, and quotes a caſe from him, in which the patient had all the 
ſymptoms of a ſtone i in bladder; the ſtone could never be felt by 
the ſound, but was found i in the bladder n had paſſed into the 
groin) after death. Wen u band 6 

As the bladder is 8 covered in Nn by he 8 and muſt 
inſinuate itſelf between that membrane and the oblique mnſele, in or- 
dero paſs che apening in the tdndop; it is plain that the hernia cyſtiaa 
can have do ſac, and, that, when complicated with a bubanocele) that 
ptution oe bladdat; which forms the cyſtic hernia; muſt lie between 
tat: inaſtin al hen and æhe ſpetmatie ghotds that is, the inteſtinal her- 
nia m uſt be anterior to the cyſtic. 283 in: 4eniabss 
vat tic phemia may indeed be the; gauſe of an inteſtinal one ;; for 
uhen ſo nuudh of the hladdet has ꝓaſſed the ring, as to drag in the up- 
| perl and ibinder:part at at, the »petitopeum which .cayers. chat part muſt 
follow, and by that. mars a dac-befoxmedifarrtiieiceceptinar of, a ꝓor- 
tibn of gu or | aaul.. ente an n | 
in the qame ſibjyeq$ pico dogs to are 10. edi 21 
' :0Whhile: recent, this! Winder ernia zis cably redugidle, And. mays 
lib the others, «be kept avithin h a pruperi handage x but hen it, is 
af chny date, or ihas atii ved to any c nſifletable »fize, the urine cannot 
be gllichargetl, * untl I "— the 


III 8 outer 
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outer farface” of the bladder is nb, become adherent t6 the edllitar 
membrane, and the patient thuſt be contented with a ſuſpenſacy bag. 
"In caſe Ir ettction with a biibondeets; if the operation Becomes 
necefiary,” great Care thüft be "ken not to opel the Bladder thftcad-6f 
the fac, to which it will Always be unk to be pofteribr. Andb il ms 
alſo ſometimes by the e ror bv for a hydrocels,- aid by 
being treated farb. nivy de the! occafion of great of even fatal 


miſchief. ect n ae eee did abe 
Dtn. . S12vogtib 4A ww. & £83 tio! „ 10 i241 Hilo 14a ai 
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Niche did deten ef dus wealth 1 hure ſaid y-thar-the! means ufd 
to obtain both a palliative and a tadital cure were exactly the fame; 
and that'the' eventwas dependent on inany eitcumſtances, which a 
ſurzeon could neither direct nor alter; ſuch as the age of the patient, 
the date of the rupture, the thickneſs/of the hernial ſac, the ſiab of cho 
abdominaf openings, &c. 9 SIA 31; 4. © 109 L246 24 © Al tin £111 
. wh ak dels icwbre/©P: this diſeaſe may 
| poflibly de ſurpriſed at this allertion, and be thereby induced to be- 
licve, what has im all times been ſo conſdently aſſerted, viz. that 
there are methods and medicines; whereby this diſcaſe may always be 
epa cured; and that the ſurgeons, either through indolence will 

not get information of them, or through obſtinacy ill not practiſe: 
them. If either of theſe charges was true, it muſt be the latter, for 
we certainly do know what attempts of this kind have been made; 
and if any of theſe means bad really deſerved; the character. which has 
| eee had proved.ge- 
. 
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as ſucceſsful, I ſhould certainly have ſpoken of them in their pro» 
per place: but this is ſo far from being the caſe, that on the comrary 
however they may have been applauded by a ft individuals, they 
have upon repeated experiment been found unſit for general practice, 
being either totally inefficacious, or painfully miſchievous. The ma- 
jority, nay, almoſt all they ho have ſubmitted ton or tried ther, have 
remained uncured of theit biſraſe, or have been martalatods or mug- 
dered in the attempt. RENTS. 
Several of theſe methods have indeed the function of antiquity, and 
have been deſcribed and even practiſed by many of the old ſurgeons : 
the principal of theſe, or they which are moſt worthy of notice, are 
the cure by cautery; the cure by cauſtic ; that by caſtration; the punctum 
aureum z the royal ſtitch ; and the cure by incifion. | 
In Avicenna, Albucaſis, Paulus Ægineta, Fab. ab Aquapendente,. 
Guido de Cauliaco, Severinus, 'Theodoric, Rolandus, Serjeant 'Wiſe- 
man, and e will be ung: * odge pu en mee 
med as follows. * 5 245 
After eee ieee * in falling * nen * . 
be. put into an erect poſture, and by coughing, or ſneezing, is to 
make the inteſtine, project in the groin as much as poſſible ; when the 
with ink. Then the patient being laid upon his back, the inteſtine 
is to be tetutued fairly into the belly, and a red-hot: cautery. is to be 
applied. according to the extent of the marked line. For this pur- 
paſe;z cauteries of different ſizes, ſhapes, and figures, have been de- 
viſed ;/ annular, elliptical, circular, like the Greek letter Gamma, &c. 
The writers who have given an account of this operation, have dif- 
fered a good deal from each other, not only in the ſige and figure- of 
the cautery, but in the depth of its effect Some have directed it to 
be 8 0. to r n otlers direct that the ſkin 
| . tz only 
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only be deſtroyed by the iron; the cellilar membrane; fac; peri- 
oſteum, &. with repeated eſcharotic applications. But in all: of ther 
the exfoliation * of tſie bone is made a neceſſary part of the proceſs; 
the eſchar, and ſloughs, being ſeparated, and the exfoliation caſt off, 
the patient is ordered to obſerve an extremely ſtrict regimen, to lie on 
his back during che cure, and to wear a bandage for ſome time after, 
in order to prevent a new deſcent of the parts; hich notwithſtand- 
ing all the pain, and all the aba my ee nd OY he 
was ſtill liable to Si tor bert 

The' cure by cauſtic ſeems to have ſucceeded to that by Ae 
is deſcribed by moſt of the ſame writers, particulaty by Guido, Se- 
verinus, Lanfranc, Parey, Theodoric, Seultetus, | &. eus 008 

The patient being laid on his back, and the parts returned into the 

belly, a piece of cauſtic is to be applied on the ſlein, covering the 
opening i in the abdomifal tendon, ſo large as to bewerfen mee 
| ALOE the ſize of a half crown: sun Dupo v3 tiite tre) Fc GALS 

Some ſuffer this eſchar to ſeparate, others divide it, and then by the 
repeated applications of elcharotics, deſtroy the membrana cellularis, 
with as much of the herhfal -ab as can be dong without injdring'the 
ſpertnat veffels. For tflis purpoſe different kinds of corfoſfbe appli- 
cations Hye been mate iſt bf" paftes loc Wich Tublitnaté or arſe- 
1 mek z th the ſtirpes pres? Sorte eden g a ee is infernalls 
alone, or with füct and opium; olf bf vittict; with many others,*ac- 


eg ier ei, Mil 2 ha 3447 10 21145 2016 c 389170926 


cor 
i 094 ork ao bis et, 258i ei 10 20,15. 3G! * 


| «4.33 aca par 3nd Neon ot on oaghond hib ent hel. 
X Al Ibucaſis ſays, 4 Et t ſeias, quod quando fu non conſequeris os cum cauterio, non 

Te tvs operatio. £2549 '27: 110237 AG NS oven 4 et 

1 Rolatidus orders th cadtery to be dd ind I babe 10 dd Guido, Theo- 

Cord, (DV! HIS Gree why Ht wo ring dh edn ah zn meu dts 


11} Bruns ſuys, “ Si; nan fuerit os oonſechtumi i ig pri, vice, tune inn ulerium 
K vice alia donec conſequeris; duia fi non 1 conſecutum fuerit os, cum cauterio, parum 
2 confert operatio tua.“ 
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cording to the humot of the -operator. But though the means are 
ſomewhat different from tach other, the end or intention in the uſe 
of them allis the fame, viz, to remove' or deftroy the ſkin and cel. 
luer rlembrane edVetins tlie tümdk, bogethe e' with" a part of the 
hernial ſac, and 'by that ineatis to procure' ſuch*an' Incarnation, as by 
its firmneſs, and its attachment' to the bone, and parts adjacent, ſhall 
prevent a new deſcent of either gut or caul, 

The mete relation of ons of theſe Wende is ſufficiett to ſhock any 
huthank, or ingenidus man. The horror attending. the uſe of the 
cautery muſt be great, to ſay nothing of the extreme uncertainty of 
the ſize or depth of the eſchar; the apprehenſion from the cauſtic 
will, be leſs indeed, but the pain muſt be nearly as great, and of much. 
longer duration. 

The parts to be e are, as 1 haye juſt. faid, the kin, the, 
membrana adipoſa, part of the hernial ſac, and the perioſteum « cover- 
ing the os pubis, and this is to be accompliſhed without injuring the 
ſpermatic. veſſels, or the tendon of the abdominal muſcle. 

If the ſpermatic veſſels are hurt, an inflamed or diſeaſed teſticle 
will be the confequence; if they are deſtroyed, the teſticle will be- 
come uſeleſs.” If the tendon of the oblique: muſcle be injured, either 
by the iron, or by the cauſtic, terrible floughs, a large ill-condi- 
tioned ſore, and a briſk ſymptomatic fever muſt be expected, which 
in ſome habits muſt be productive of conſiderable . miſchief : and that 
conſiderable miſchief was often done by theſe eo =_ be learned 
from the ws writers who deſcribe them. x | 
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Guido ſpeaking of ates tk a Ia quo ſumme cavendum eſt, quod 
* dominus-fit de.corrofivo ; ſi enim indocte applicatur, febrim commovet, et acciden- 
** tia mala.“ That great pain, defluxion on the hamprchoidal veſſels, and inflammas- | 
tion and ſwelling « or the ſcrotum, were often the conſequence of theſe attempts, may be 

learned 
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If che os pubis be laid bare, whether by cautery. or by cauſtic, ſome 
of the before · mentioned hazards muſt be incurred ;, if it be not, the 
intention will in general be fruſtrated +. that is, the inteſtine will 
ſlip, dap heb fe e pat the patient under che ſame neceſſi- 
tx of wearing a a bandage, as | he AL under Reinach nere to ſo 
paioful and 6 hazardous an erperimeg . 
If the preſervation of life was the, objech of 8 — | 
might, be, bid in their Eg 64s the anceps romegiym myſt for ever 
be e prefc rable t to ener ut that is not the, caſe ;_ th 26 are re- 


commended to be put in pradlice, when, the, patient's 's life i is in no kind 


of danger, and are deſigned merely to fave him the trouble of wearing 
a 'trufs, which * 1 they can ſeldom. anſwer * for it is well known, 


: * 1719 
that "after the u 


e of the cautery, cauſtic, and « eve ery method, either 
| propoſed f for 3 radical cure, or uſed to reſcue a ruptured patient from 
death, that the inteſtine will flip down behind the cicatrix, and Rim 


vis 1 & 41 


a new bubonoccle, which « can 755 be kept up by ap roper bandage. 
1. 10 394-13 4+ 24 Nang 33G {? ; 
d The 1 
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learged from the ſame author, _ ſpraking of the method of applying) the cauſtic, 
ſays, ., Et ita continue fiat quouſque. caro miracis tota ſit carrupta,, uſgue ad Nidymum, 


* quod cognoſcitur por inflationem bucle, et teſticulorum.“ And that the cauſtic has 
gone deep enough, he | gives the following proof, 60 Quod cognoſeetur per maſorem tumo- 
i rem teſtic ili; et pet majorem dolorem dorſi et partium poſteriorum.“ Brunus ſays, t 
©: cave ſumma Uigentia, ne in horn cauteriratioſſis enent inteſtinum; et comburatur.?! 
Lynfranc,, ſpeaking. of thp ill effect of the cauſtic in, ſome habits, ſays, ** Et fic: multi 
"= ſpaſmantur, et ſpaſmati ſubito moriuntur,” Fab. ab Aquapepdente favs, * Que. ta- 
men chirurgiæ uti videtis, difficiles admodum, ſynt, et inter ſubtilifimas haberi poſ- 
«-fupt 3 quo fit ut plerique patientes affectus perpetuo geltare quam his chirurgis ſub- 
© mittere ſe vellent.” And in another place, bug porro chirurgiz vehementem do- 
* lerem afferunt et ſatis difficiles ſunt.“ In ſhort; whoever will take the trouble of 
reading the old writers on this ſubject will; even from their own n account, bo ſatisfied, 
nnn eee. 0 
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Tho three other means made uſe of by the antients toward obtaining 
2 radical cure, were the 1 un the 1 r and caſtra- 
tion. 4h 
The phe aureum was por formed as „lbs: The inteſtines be- 
ing eftiptied by purging, and the hernia reduced; an ineiſton was made 
through the ſkin and membrana adipoſa, dowr to the ſpermatic pro- 
ceſs. This incifion was to be of ſuch length, as to permit the opera- 
tor, either with his finger or with a hook, to take up the ſaid proceſs, 
and to paſs a golden wire under it; which wire was to be twiſted in 
ſuch a manner as to prevent the inteſtine from ſlipping down dgain 
into the herniel fac, but not ſo tight as to intercept or obſtruct the 


circulation of the blood to the tefticle. Some operators ee a 


leaden wire to a golden one, and others a ſilker ligature. 

It may poſſibly ſeem rather uncivil to fay, that both this and the 
ſucceeding operation were directed and practiſed by people who were 
very little acquainted with the true nature and ſtructure of the parts 
they operated upon, or indeed of the diſeaſe for which they preſeri- 
| bed ſuch operation; but had not that been the calc, they never could 

have'propoſedf6 fallacious and uncertain a method of treating it? for if 
the wire, or whatever was paſſed round the proceſs, did'not bind pretty 
tight, it would not prevent a deſcent of the gut, and the whole opera- 


tion, though painful and irkſome, muſt become abſolutely uſeleſs ;/ if 


it did bind tight, it muſt neceſſarily retard and obſtruct tłe eireulation 
of the blood thro! the eme veſſels, and rr 4 diſeals of them, 


and of the teſticle . 
The royal ſtiteh was performed in this manner: the inteſtines be- 


ing emptied, and the portion which had deſcendeth being replaced, an 


+ Whoever would know the particular methods of executing this operation, may find 
them in Guido, Parey, * — Smaltzius, Permannus, Nuck, &e. 
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inciſion we made in fuch manner as to lay bare the fpermatic chord, 
about two inches in length from the abdominal opening downward. 
When the proceſs was freed from the cellular membrane, it was to be 
hell -up{by'an-affiſtant,, while the ſurgeon with a -needle and ligature 
made a continuedi ſuture, from the lower part of the inciſion to the 
upper, in ſuch manner as to unite the divided lips of the wound again, 
eomprebending the cellular membrane, and thereby endeavouring to 
ſkraiten the paſſage, as they called it, from the belly into the ſorotum, 
without injuring the ſpermatic veſſe s 04 bes 
The operation is deſcribed by many of the old writers,“ with fone 
{mall variation from each other, both in the manner, and in the in- 
ſtruments; but all tending to the ſame end, and all proving that their 
idea of the dias, and of the Hts! affected ah it, were erroneous 
and imperfect. 0d 3513 v8) oF % | 15 Ante nent 
The fatigue to tbe patient muſt be en in, this than i in the pre- 
ceding operation, both dn account of the 1 inciſion, and of the 
ſuture. vue nder 06 91697 F 
bli:ſame, habits either of . path "rp rg henley and in w_ 
majority of caſes; painful, troubleſome, and tedious z which, circum- 
ances might nevertheleſs be ſubmitted to, if the cure, was certain, 
the coptgary to. which did moſt frequently happen, even by the confeſ- 
fion of. the very writers, who propoſe and deſcribe theſe. methods, and 
who univerſally order the long SAI kd Alger ſuch wertes 
have been ſubmitted. to. E d OUT See 
Some, who thought that the gitch added 8 to the pain, 
have directed the. inciſion. to he made in the ſame manner as for the ſu- 
ture; but, inſtead of ſewing the lips together, have adviſed that the 
— membrane be diſſected out pretty clead, and the ſore digeſted 
and 


= > Pauls, Albucaſs, F ab, ab Aquagengents Guide, Rolandus, Parey, Serjeant Wiſe- 
man, &c, &c. Ne. a 
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and incarned.- This is ſo like to the operation for the incaroerated 
bubonocele, both in the manner of making the- inciſion, and in its 
conſequence, as tending toward a radical cure, that it may be looked 
upon as really the ſame thing; and how very fallacious and uncertain 
that operation proves toward anſwering this end is too well known. 
Both theſe, the roya/ Hitch and the punctum aureum, proved often 
deſtructive to the teſticle, even in the moſt judicious hands, and hen 
it got into thoſe of ignorant pretenders, it proved moſt frequently fo'; 
for not knowing how to perform properly what they had undertikets, 
and finding it much more eaſy, after the inciſion was made, to m out 
the teſticle, they moſt commonly did ſo. PENNEY bank 
Theſe are the principal methods propoſed or ratified: by our fore- 
fathers for a-radical cure of a rupture ; among the writers 'indeed will 
be found ſome trifling variations from each other in the execution of 


them, but the intention and aim is the ſame in all, viz. to prevent a 


new deſcent of either gut or caul, by produeing an union of the 
parts, through which they either did or were ſuppoſed to paſs. Ace- 
cording; to the degree of anatomical knowledge, and humanity of the 
propoſer, they will be found to be more or leſs rational and gentle, 
but are all of them painful, hazardous, and moſt frequently fallacibus, 
and have therefore been totally; diſuſed by all modern Practitioner, 
who have either knowledge, compaſſion, or honeſt' /: 
No diſeaſe has ever furniſhed ſuch a conſtant ſucceſſion of quacks as 
ruptures: have they who have had: fome ſmatteting ef anatomy or 
ſurgeryl and whoſe: humanity has uno been their pwwkilihg quality, 
have adopted: one of the. preceding operations, or ſdchething He 


them: while, they who have had leſb knowledge and more timidity, 


have had recourſe to the more e knavery of ſpecific ape. 


tions. 
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The hiſtories, of prior Cabriete. Bowles, Sir Thomas. Renton, Dr. 
Little John, &. & e, &. to be found in Dionis, Houſton, and 
other writers, will ſurniſh to the reader an idea of the practice and 
performances of ſome of thoſe who have ſtood at the head of thoſe 
bold promiſers: and our preſent news- papers daily ſupply us with a 
number of the leſſar dealers in ſpecific medicines, and nevr- invented 
bandages, by, which the poot, and eredulous, are gulled out of what 
little money they can ſpare. Operative quackery is not indeed ſo fre- 
quent, or ſo readily. ſubmitted; to ; but I wiſh T could not fay that more 
than one life has not been. deſtroyed. in our own time, by. attempts to 
form and ſupport the character of an operator in this diſeaſe: to this 
kind of hazard; indeed the poor are luckily not ſo; liable, as it can 
aply be worth the while of theſe rupture · doctors to murder thoſe who 
———— been ſimple enough to pay them well for it. Bd” 
This is. a ſubject in which mankind are much intereſted, and on 
which 4 good deal might be ſaid 3 but as an honeſt attempt to fave 
the afflicted from the hands of thoſe who have no character to loſe, 
and "whoſe qnly point is money, might, from one of the profeſſion be 
miſconſtrued into malevolence and craft, I will not enter into it, but 
ſhall- coarichide, by wiſhing, that- they who have capacity to judge of 
theſe, matters, (which are as much the objects of common ſenſe, as 
any other kind of knowledge) would not ſuffer themſelves to be de- 
 luded, by, the impudent aſſertions of any Charlatan whatever, but de- 
termine in this as they da in many other things, that is, by the event. 
Ig. hart, if they who. have ſo much credulity, as to be inclined to 
believe, anch truſterheſe lying impoſtors, would only defer the payment 
aß chem mene fallacy eee 
e ao ©, ts Lene d- | ra ot: o; Slingo! 
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. + H E following tract, as the title 1 is deſigned as 


T * 2 ſupplement to one publiſbed a few years ago; one of the 
> objeftions to which was, that it was defettive in matter, 


DAS and ought to have comprehended the falſe berniæ; they 
being as real diſeaſes, and requiring Chirurg og afrſtance as much as 
the true. 
This de eficiency I have now endeavoured to Supply in the. bf manner p 
am able. 
When I began to put theſe papers in order, I did nat ebink $7 would 
have run to ſuch a length; and when they were finiſhed, I did not know 
how to ſhorten them without rendering them leſs explicit. | 
I am perfectiy ſenſible that ſome parts of them will appear prolix and ; 
diffuſe, and that ſuch manner of writing is in general very juſtly ob- | 
Jetted to; but yet cannot help thinking that ſometimes it may be excu- 
fable, or even neceſſary. 
When application is made to the judgment merely, and information is 
intended to be conveyed to many people of different capacities, it may be- 
come neceſſary to ſet the Jens object in ſeveral di ferent lights; and to. 
. repeat 


— — 


—_— - * * vs _—_ = 
h:? c - = ak Mis. . 
= = = - \ ” 


334 3 #4 


repeat the ſame thoughts many times in different words: to thoſe who 
have not been much converſant with the thing treated of, a ſtudied. bre- 
vity would become a perplexing abjeurity ; however ſatisfied fuch readers 
might be with the ile of the writer, they would not be made 2 efficiently 
acquainted with the ſubject ; they might be pgs, but 5 would not 
be informed. 

1 Should indeed be very Worry to ue conEed my meaning in „ ach 
manner as to di iſeuſt the judicious ; but as my principal intention was 10 
inſtruct the unknowing, my chief aim has been perſpicuity. If the 
learned and critical are not d/pleaſed, > I. ſhall be glad; if the ignorant 
gain any knowledge, I ſhall be much more ſo. The character of an ele- 
gant writer I make no pretenſion to; that of a ſkilful ſurgeon, and of 
a man who has done ſome good in the 85 of his profe . 1 N be 
extremely glad to aa Y 


, Wit regard to 7575 ſecond edition, all I Bave to > is, that it bas 
Loft me ſore time and trouble ; that it contains many additions to the Her- 


mer ; and, that I bope the reader will find it, not only à more correc, 
but a more inſtructive book. 
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| 491 H E various diſeaſes comprehended under the general 
| term Henna, have, by ſurgeons, been divided into two 
_ claſſes; one of which they have diſtinguiſhed by the 
' epithet true, the other they have called Falſe, or ſourious. 

| Vader the firſt, they have ranged all thoſe tumors, which are pro- 
duced, either by the deſcent, or protruſion, of ſome of thoſe parts 
which ſhould. naturally be contained within the cavity of the ab- 
domen. 3 but which, by being diſplaced from their proper ſituation, 
form fwellings 3 in the navel, groin, belly, ſerotum, and thigh. 
Xx | B! 
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By the ſecond, they mean all ſuch diſeaſes of 'the teſticles, their 
HBP, and | veſſels, as Proceed. from, or are accompanied by, the indu- 


(ration, Jplereenients, of ther molti ate gen of figh Parte; ot (occa- 
ſion the lodgement, or accumulation, of extravaſated fluid within 
them. | 
8o that what are generally called rue Herniæ are tumors, occaſioned 
dy the removal of certain parts from their proper and natural ſitu- 
ation, ſu s ſſill remaining, ing eneral, ſound, and free fro 
tfeaſe ; 4 termedl/a/ lſe, a originates iſorders- f the = 
themſelves, in which they are ſeated : a diſtinction, which is invari- 
ably true, and very neceſlary;te;be attended to, by all who would un- 
derſtand the real nature of each. A part of the inteſtinal canal, or of 
the omentum, the_ſto ach, uterus, or bladder, are What moſt fre- 
quendly Jake the Sntenls of Ihe former) a yaricdug diltebrioh-bf the 
ſpermatic veſſels, extravaſated blood or water, within the membranes 
either of the teſticle or of the. ſpermatic veſſels, an inflammatory in- 
largement, and a ſcirrhous or cancetous Late, of. the teſtis ifelf, con- 
i the latter. 
The true berniæ receive their diſtinguiſhing appellations, either 
from the particular part of the ybady in Mhiqh the ſwelling makes its 
appearance, or from what is contained within ſuch tumor; and are 
therefore called inguinal, Ferotal, umbilical, and ventral; or inteſtinal 
and omental ruptures. | & The ſpurious derive. their names, either from 
. their 1 ſu ppoſed contents, as the preymaticele  bematocgle, and bydrocele; 
or from the alteration made by ; the diſeaſe | in the natural ſtructure of 
the parts con gern ed, as the varicocele,  cirſocele, a an d faxcacele.: : to which 
ſome have added that inflammatory de deflaxion on the teſticle, commonly 
called, hernia  bumorghs. TO | 1 1 By 3 t c es bs ue 
The . preumatocele i is 2 4 miſtake ; e "no lym 6 0 this 4 and 
in this btustion, i in a livig 185 qual; 85 ir is s indeed particularly, deſeri- 
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bed by many writers, both ancient and modern, and ſaid to; be 
x diſorder to which infants are particularly liable: : but the com- 
plaint ſo deſcribed. and which nurſes and. ignorant people do ſtill call 
a wind- rupture, is not what they take it for; neither is it produced by 
wind: it is, either a true inteſtinal hernia, or a ſpecies of hydro- 
cele; which will be taken notice of hereafter, The varicocele (which | 
is am inlargement and diſtention of the blood-veſſels of the ſcrotum). 
is very ſeldom an original diſeaſe, ee of any other; and n 
it is, is hardly an ohject of ſurgery, | ait isla 2 Hege 
The cirſocele, or varioous ſtate of the ee vein; though it be 
really a diſeaſe, and ſometimes very troubleſome to thoſe wha are afflict- 
ed with it, yet is ſeldom n of: much relief, en that of a ſuſ- 
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. E term bydracels, if uſed in a literal ſenſe, means any thmor | 


4 produced by water; but ſurgeons have always confined it to 
ok which poſſeſs either the membranes of the ſcrotum, or the coats 

of the teſticle, and its veſſels. 
The firſt of theſe, viz, that which has its ſeat in Pi ken of 
the ſcrotum, is common to the whole bag, and. to all the cellular ſub- 
' ſtance which looſely envelopes both the teſtes. ' It is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
only a enden of a diſeaſe, in which the whole habit is moſt fre- 
quently. more or leſs concerned, and very ſeldom affects this part 
only *. 0 Abe haet. or thoſs e occupy the coats  Immedigtely in- 
TR 133 | | XX 2 Leap | . veſting 


*  Thave le den s true anatfarcous' watry diſtention of the cells of the dartos confined to 
ond fide of the ſcrotum only. . 
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veſting the toſtiele, and its veſſels, ate Aba draws ſeldom 
affect the common membrane of the ſcrotum, generally attack one ſide 


only, . ee, ere eee 


Ti 


all other complaints. 

Noxwickſtanding the u and _— Aderenee between the 
to kinds of diſeaſe, they have by the niajority of writers been con- 
founded together; have been conſidered as ſpringing from the ſame 
immediate ſource, and as requiring the ſame kind of treatment; al- 
though the one is plainly and evidenſiy a mere ſymptom, or attendant 
on, a general diſorder ;' and the others are ſtrictly and abſolutely local 
complaints. This one fundamental error has been the oceafion of 
many others. The ſuppoſition, that all collections found in che mem- 
branes and coats of the ſcrotum and teſticles are of the fame gene- 
ral kind, has produced an infinite variety of wild conjectures, con- 
cerning the particular and immediate nature and origin of them, By 
ſome they have been attributed to a particular indiſpoſition of the li- 
. vers. kidneys, or ſpleen ; by others, to a natural and neceſſary connec- 
tion-between. the ſpermatic veſſels and thoſe of the kidney ; by many 
the fluid has been thought to be of the urinary kind, or at leaſt that 
it ought to have paſſed through the kidney, but that, miſtaking its 
right way, it £96 into the membranes of the en, and an *; 


=" N While 
+ 4% WIS me ut. 1 ag od 5 LESS 
Fe nn eauſs Recovery in ue ut 10 2 20. 
« Ercbro veto, ex latente, et nog manifeſta... Que ab externa cauſa geceſit, aut dex- 
« trum, aut ſiniſirum renem indifferenter affligit ; a latente vero, et non maniſeſta 
« * cauſa originem ducens,. nunquam alium quam ſiniſtrum.“ Schenkius, Odi. 
. <6 Rene, hec malo _ nec officio ſuo probe ſungente, urine pars quam emulgens 
« hee ad ſe pertraxit, cuin ad veſicam per male affectum renem non poteſt deſcendere, 
* 1 Eminalem nem delabitur ; hoc modo 3 un 
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while others have affirmed, that all complaints of this kind are really 

ſymptoms of a dropſical habit; that the fluid comes from the cavity 

of the belly, and either paſſes thro the peritoneum, or exterkds that 
membrane down into the ſcrotum*. Many cautions have been laid 
down againſt attempting the cure of one ſpecies of this difeaſe haſtily, 
or without a previous courſe of medicine, upon a ſuppoſition that the 
defiuxion is of a noxious nature; and that, by falling on this part, 
it frees the conſtitution from ſeveral other diſtempersf. It has been 
deſcribed, as frequently producing a corrupted or otherwiſe diſeaſed 
teſticle þ+ ;. as w_ Nome allied in nature to thoſe tumors which are 
: -called 


oe , q | 
Hine apparet et abunde manifeſtum eſt, quamobrem hydrocele haud ab externa, ſed 
4 2 latente originem ducens, non niſi in ſiniſtram membranam incidat; et hujus teſtem ä 

« afligat.“ Schenkius. 8 ! 
'« Hernia aquoſa, fi a cauſa interna et latente originem Jucit, ut plurimum ſiniftram. | f 
e partem ſcroti oecupat; ſeroſuſque ille humor, in membrana teſtem involvente, ery- 
* throiden dicta, colligitur: idque fit præcipue, rene ſiniſtro male affecto; quapropter 
ſeroſos humores non attrahens, et ad veſicam non mittens, per veifam ſeminariam, 
6c. quæ in iſto latere, ex emulgente peda, in membranam erythroiden delabitur.” = 
Gul. Fab. Hildanus. 

Ne ſeroſus humor qui a rene attrahi non poteſt in abdomine retineatur. Hu- 


danus. 
Si hernia fiat er humoribus venientibus a renibus ad teſticulum, cognoſcitur tactu . 


Lanfranc. 

'& 6 Colligitur liquor i in hypochondriis, qui facile deſcendit, ” Fab ab. Aquapend.. 

Y Aliquando deſcendit aqua illuc ſicut deſcendit in hydropicis.“ Lanfranc. 

+ ©© Szpe ego \ vidi multos per hernias liberatos eſſe a gravidus affectibus; ab empye- 
« mate, hydrope pulmonis, &c. unde ſi penitus ſanetur, poterit multos mor bos poſtea 
“sinferre.“ Fallopius. 

+ * Teſtis autem lubſantis,. ab acrimonia humoris ſucceſſu temporis corrumpitur. 
Schenkius. 
a” Sciendum eſt, td. in hernia inn, in qua continetur aqua in vagina teſtis, et 

« que aliquantiſper ſit diuturna, corruptus eſt teſtis,” Fallopius. 
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called encyſted, 'whoſe- tunics are formed out of the common mem- 
brane by mere preſſure; and as being generally accompanied with a 
true heknia, or deſcent of the inteſtine or omentum; which laſt (ſup- 
poſed) circumſtance has been gravely urged as a reaſon for not at- 
tempting a radical cure. The ſame wanton liberty has been taken, 
in aſſigning different ſeats to theſe. diſorders, as in accounting for 
their origin: every part which inveſts, or accompanies, the ſpermatic 
veſſels, or the teſticles, not only the tunica communis of the; proceſs, 
and the cavity of the tunica vaginalis (the true and real ſeats of one or 
other of theſe diſorders) have been enumerated, but ſeveral imagi- 
Wes zones have been added; firm, en membranes have been 


ASIF: 2 a | of * 
59 Gardner | en. you | | 
* Ubi paulo diutius humor iſte intus relinquitur metuendum eſt ne teſticulus ſenſim, 
eum eodem corrumpatur, vel occaleſcat, que ita ſcirrhurg, vel larcocelen, vel can- 
„ crum tandem ſentiat.“ 7 Heiſter, 175 | 
Z Ne ſcilicet collectum i in ſcroto ſerum per acredinem pauldtim contractam partes in- 
* ternas, et cum primis teſticulum, corrumpat; et noxam magis periculoſam efficiet,” 
th | | | Heifter, 
4 alan W aquam in ſerqto non eſſe diu relinquendam ne a mora teſtis cor- 
“ rumpatur; vel una cum 3 adveniat Wan carnoſa et caro conereſeat. Fab. ab 
Albapendente. | EY 2 * (6 ? 
_ "TI 'B8 opinion of the late Mr, Cheſelden on this ſubject is ſo ſingular, and 05 "Free 
conſonant to truth, or nature, that I ſhall take the liberty to repeat his words, leſt his 
great character ſhould miſlead the unwary. In the laſt edition of his anatomy, p. 264, 
he ſays, <* The true hernia aquoſa is from the 8 which either extends the pe- 
66 ritoneum into the ſerotum, or breaks it; and then forms a new membrane, which 
6 thickens a as it extends, as in aneuriſms and the athetomatous tumors: the dropſy in 
„the cyſt (i for ſuch it properly is) rarely admits of more chan 2 palliative cure by punc- 
ture, or tapping, like the dropſy of the abdomen ; and this with ſome difficulty, be- 
cauſe the omentum generally, and ſometimes the gut, deſcends with it,” Which is 
ſo far from being the caſe, that unleſs in the particular and very fingular inſtance of a 
combination of an hydrocele with a congenial hernla, it never can happen; the bags or 


facs of an hydrocele, and of a hernia, being in all other inſtances totally different and 
the former never having _ communication with the belly. 
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ſplit-into-lamellz; and cyſts and chats have been deviſed, MACH 
never had a real exiſtence, þ 
If all this was matter of mere F 1 produced .n no miſ- 
chief in practice, it would be of no importance; but, in matters of 
phyſic and ſurgery, this ſeldom or never happens: exgoneous ideas of 
the natutegorigin, and ſeats of diſeaſes, moſt commonly are followed 
by improper methods of treating them. In the preſent caſe the ab- 
ſurdity of the conjectures, concerning. theſe circumſtances in the diſ- 
order, is fully equalled by the aha of cure W Da: been Proe. 
poſed and praQtiſed. -- 1 h 
D pon a ſuppoſition, that the extravaſation of Hud was the conſe- 
quence: of a dropſical habit, ſtrong purges and powerfully diuretic 
medicines have been preſcribed ; actual cauteries have been uſed ; and 
ligatures and inciſions made, both on the ſpermatic veſſels and in the 
groin, to hinder the deſcent of the water from the cavity of the 
belly *; *; aſtringent liquors and ardent. ſpirits have been injected, with 
a view 


adn tr MK; 51 MY wake W ice & FERN 
Et cum totam evacuaveris aquam, cauteriza locum quem aperuiſtiz et fac duo 

« cauteria punQualia i in inguina, ex utraque parte unum, ſupra didymum z quod fi non 
« cauterizes, aqua iterum redit.. Sed cauteria redire materiam iterum non permittunt.” 
pn nnne's EE TS | 1223 
Et ĩtetum redit niſi cauterizetur poſt perforationem. Brunus. In apertione du- 
0 ne ſcilicet aperire et + prohildere: ne rurſus aqua ee. Fab. ab 
Aguapend.,, 

"+ WP Aricennas utitur ferramentis candentibus in regione inguinis ut corrugatur pars,. 
« ne aqua poſſet deſcendere,” F ab. ab Aquapend. 0 c | 
Fin autem in rene vitium non fuerit, et defluxum plane impedire — 8. inci- 
« ſionem, ſuperiore parte ſcroti prope inguina, fieri expedit; quandoquidem duplex 
„ chirurgo eſt ſcapug ; prior evacuare ſeroſum S n 1 boſteriar Ates 47 nec de 
F en | j 14 98947 380007 33. * 
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a view to clofing or ſoldering broken iymphatics 3 tedious and painful 
operations haye been practiſed, for the eradication of imaginary cyfts ; 
directions have Veen given to evicuate the water at different times, 
leſt che patients ſtreugti mould fail, or his health ſuffer, by its being 
done too ſuddenly ; and the teſticles being ſuppoſed. to be frequently 


| Fpoiled, by long Taying in the water, eaſtration has often, been Per. 


formed in the ſimple hydrocele. 

Pr. Moaro (the father) who is profeſſor of atatomy at Edinburgh, 
ad Mr. Satfiuel Sharp, late furgeon to Guy's hoſpital, are almoſt the 
iR writers, who have ſenſibly and rationally explained the true na. 


Tüte and theory of cheſe diſeaſes: to them the profoſſion is greatly 


Sbliged, for having thrown much light on the ſubject ; and for having 
Kitnidhel their "RY with more a ideas en HOWE ity ot 
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HE ſpermatic veſſels, like moſt of prog contents of the abdo- 
wen, Tye behind the peritoneum, enveloped in the corimon 
tela cellulola, or what uſed to be called the cellular appendix of the 
perjtoneum, ,, The arteries, which are two, ariſe from the trunk of 
the norin, in che midway between the emuigent, and lower, mgſentory. 
; At their origin they are very ſmall, and, contraty to all the other at- 
teries © of the body, EY, ſeem rather | to increaſe in diameter as they de- 
ſcend. ke pa lage downward , "they. impart ſeveral branches to 
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W aqua in tunes illa, (nempe vaginali) continebatur, ita ut teſtioulus ei 
* „ee ne in poſteruni denuo deſcenderet aqua, acu incurvato ac filo reduplicato 


e univerſam hanc tenicam (præter vaſa ſeminalia) apptehendi et mediocriter conſtrinxi, 
0 atque ligavi.“ Fab, „ „Me | # n 
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the cellular F e which inyeſts them and before they atrive at 
the teſticles, they are divided into four , or, ſive principal ones; one of 
theſe goes to the epididymis, the others to the teſtis ; the latter ha- 
ving paſſed the tunica albuginea, and. being convolnted in a moſt 
wonderful manner, compoſe the greateſt part of the. body of that 
gland; from theſe convolutions of the ſpermatic artery, the ſemen i 18 
ſecreted ; | which. fluid is, after ſuch ſecretion, immediately. received 
by thoſe; particular veſſels, , which late anatomiſty. have agreed to call 
the vaſa efferentia ; theſe vary in their number, f in diffetent ſubjecto, 
being from ten to fifteen, more or Jeſs: When collected together, 
they form the globus major, or larget exttemity of that body, which, 
from its fituation, is called epididymis; after. this, they unite into one 
ſingle tube, which being convoluted and contorted, in the moſt mi- 
raculous manner, conſtitutes the reſt of that ſame body: fo that the 
whole of the epididymis, except that immediate point which is formed 
by the concurrence of the vaſa efferentia, does really confiſt of one 
ſingle tobe, whoſe diameter is ſaid, in no pant, to exceed the eigh- 
_ tieth of an inch, but which is contorted ſome theufands of times ; 
and if unravelled, and drawn out, Is ſome Jards in length. From 
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the leſſer extrewity of the epididymis proceeds the vas deferens, or 
that tube through which the ſemen. is conveyed from the teſtis. to- 
ward the penis j or, in other words,” when this wonderful tube ceaſes 
et and puts on the Apbesrance of of oe Angle, Inet 
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veſlel, it 1s is then called vas deferens, This ari 65 from che leſſer er «nd 
of the epididymis, enveloped. in the-fame common tela delluloſa, 10 
which the ſpermatie artery and vein are inyeſted; and when it has got 
jaſt” above che edge of the os pubis, it ſeparates from the faid veſſels, 
and "paſting ing down beh hind the r re proceeds to the inferior 
part of the neck of the bladder, where, it depoſits the ſemen, in, the. 
n appoint for that purpoſe, called the veſicula ſeminaless 

OW The 
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©; The blood, after the ſeminal ſecretion. js gerformed, returns back 
bao the general t 85 .by, t the ſperm Tr vein TY Ac on 25 dhe right 
of 9 15 iefelf jnto the 1 1 f Cava, nd ops pe ff ine W the l. 

2 15 7 ft 5 

5 a dee IR pn re S ths et th beh. le 
c celull r "membratie, in Which t ey are _ enyeloped,. is tm "muc | h thare fad 
 pnd tender, 2nd fog with larger cells, "Wl 41 % er 
the fame cavit) As they ME the anal And b 5 
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us muſe le, 


Glen ai 0 of el Ur membfane Rem RO patent Parts; And, 


when hey bare and thicugh' che relindbs/dpertire" bf. there 


abmed Wet. they,” toge ether with with their:cteffulkr tünie, Are Eoverth 
dy, and envely = oats — bannen r kwalsölgt Abtes "Gd duh 
cremiſter, ils bi 15 10k 2 ho Wr bad e Nene 2 it 
Ede ec e: 40% Sgt — Sr Ne nes adele. 
aoacmpt zi 4 Maid $6 12 0 895 [ns ns HHH bien. rü che 
1 = ? 35 1 c | fel. : FA 158 141 38g 1 per 49 - Ai ily 2287; 
2 The paſſage 11 * teen width twor of the fete, hd" Bough the 


Abdi A eirel enn of much importante, and what cyery fin er might Hor 


with; zaequaipted R 1 $9. me 3 lids; bs, J DA: i pdt: 
The common doctrine i is, that in each of the oblique muſcles a an 90 14067 the tranſverſalis 


Ik tenffcious 3 Fares for the tranſit of the ſperinatic chord and Tipped Spen- 
ings ar6(called the _— 16/4 iftals, Which ven tone vely- gde n Whilers ln 


— in 64 and-leſy their, ward f n rawoy gin ien dug en · 


— e of the ve given us N 8 he openipgs in regular ragatio 
pro 15 oe . _ Noth ing ba ul 25 hy than fuck qo kim ep the 
thatlc 


825 dd Meek. POTS ACA nan! under tile tranfverfatis and obliquus i in- 
beinue, at e de affected by! "their ation, or rea ri dure 
eee, On-the gontrary,. the ſpermatic bod always way 

opening made 7 11 128 n of the oblighuy Enbefnusz the action 


wo don. of, 4 
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Ty ptoms, und the Wald A Seba se off great᷑ conftqithite for ebery 
may to' et WhO may verbs "nm A ond trungulated hernia ngt'!* » 
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be membrane furcounding all that part of the ſpermatic veſſels, 


witch is on the outſide of the abdomen, is called te tunica commu- 
nls $113 01 34. 2 7 4 

nis, or tunica vaginalis of the chord; il {as Bas akte ready blen ſaid) 
merely cell r; totally void of all aan ; Cavity. then its cells; fitmly 
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adherent to the ſurface of t the faid veſſels, in every je ; and plenti- 


folly furniſhed, with  lymphatics. 33 is POE ln 
It is of y. very great importance to have aJuft idea of of the ſtructure of 


= 


is part of, tl the funiculus {permaticus 3 the old te term, buntes vaginal lis; 


conveyed. a very falſe one: it implied, | that th c vellels 6 were contained 
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within; i it, as in a ſheath, and that, fy the fa aid veſſels Were not there, 
this coat, would form an empty bag, © confiſting of e one cavity only; ; 
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- 
than which nothing « gan be Wange ed, at hocjpiovns! by: 


This is one great fource, from whence many och 5 errors, which 
have been committed i in the deſcription of ſuch diſeaſes, as have (or are 
ſuppoſed to have) their ſeat in this part, have ſprung ; and therefore 1 
take the liberty of repeating, that this tunic has no one particular ca- 


wic but, aß 2 mere cellular membrane throughout its whole extent ; 


-and that it-terminates, in 2 great. meaſure, juſt aboye tlie the epididymis, 
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chot ugh a continuation of it may be traced on the furface.of nen 
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b FS " g 54.15 Fa Fayey, w w hoſe wm di) have 33 the Cay of the latter 
| more ul | I, has. fallen into IT n Mi ake with regard fois tubſc, by ſuppoſing 
ch t and ihe vaginalis t. to p40 or meg out of the the fame fu rr. r cavity 
. or bag to. the former, ..** 1 aut remar uer, que la tumqlie vaginale, et la gaine du cor- 
den ſpermatique_ ſons yne continuation gu tilfue eelluleux du peiüteine, unt r lenge 
©. Pour envelpper & tefiicyle.; 35 4.4. ndroit, ou Fette coptſgn tion 5 8 ae la ß 3 
40 oe une cloiſon, qui-empeche Ja communication, qui e erquveroit entre! Tinterfeur "de 
« 1 gane du cordon n et celui de la tunique vaginale.“ Ds LA Fays. 
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in one particular part; and the tunica albuginea, or that membrane, 
which, is. the inimediate and Proper covering of, its vaſcplar ſtructure. 
A true and clear idea of theſe. 18 abſolutely necedary 1 to the right un- 
derftanding the diſcaſes to which this gland is ſubject. lo; order to 
obtain loch 5 the teſt flicles muſt b & examined, not only, in an adult 


19:18 


ſtate, but in the infantine, and in that before birth alſo; each of theſe 
ſtates r 5 pequliarinies, and all tending. toe 0 explainithe. true nature 
of u adies, as it is. frequently lubjed: 10. Ma bu i 
T teſtig] 0 5 5 the e are always farmed withio 1 ae 
vity 1776 15 N there until or very ngar unto the time of 
birzh., .W Me: they are 22 7 in the abdomen, they are (Covered by one 
coat only Le coat fir ly eres, to 5 the vaſcular RE of, them, | 
and i is Perla y derived from. th e. "peritoneum, in the {: ame manner 48 
che guter coat 15 1 of th he Tera gt he ſaid, cavity, is. Their ftu- 
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atio during the ſt months, higher than 1 in the. latter; 3, and. 486 
the f WER, increaſes in fi | fle 287 f ey, Hy gradually lower... Within the ca- 
vity o th Ea abdomen, on each fide, a little below the teftes, i is a mall. 
opening, « or orifice, which le: af no lately into 2 fall, hut firm 
membranous 2 or . whol © upper, part, or neck, Paſſes through 
the o peng l. in the ten 15 of, the, obliqui. externi,muſcles.; while its, 
lowef | part, or faccblus; ies on the outſide. of N aid. 18 85 es in; the. "A 


groin,” "edvEtoped. in the comm mon“ ela cel tufofs. L Heſt "orifices, are 
alwayv pet until birt = 1 and, n molt 1 75 1 While + OM 


during all which fab [time, e 1ay d faccul 4 eg and. 
commuffeadon With the ch the elly. Ly NE YEA c 
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taps of thels outhces, "x 0 vi 
abdonity,” thts th 'tendinous apes 17 into oh ei nee 
ene ee 
ſomerimes it 5s Jutz before birth, PC INT full ty ſomerim ometimes. they. 
drop #thingUnitely' rd che ferbtam, and Fn f 5 ey rej ne Js * 
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ſiderable time in the groins; and it now and than happens, chat they 
never paſs through the muſcle at all, but femain ſot ever within tha: 
belly. Theſe are a kind of luſus nature 3 but in the ordinaty contſe, 
they foon paſs, from the groins into the ferotal bags, the communi- 
cation between the ſaid bags and the helly and open le 
tle time longer. 

When the telteles are gt 2 ao into the facbuli, it the kia 
facculi be laid open, it will appear that the teſticles are lodſely enveloped- 
by them, in ſuch a manner as to be perfectly free from all cohefiong. 
except in one part, where this bag and the proper coat of the teſticle. 
(the albuginea) are ſo firmly united, as to be plainly and demonſtrably 
a continuation of one and the ſame membrane. And while the com 
munieatlon with the belly continues free and open, if the ſacculi be 
divided from the bottom upward, it will 15 evidently appear, that the 
membrane of which they are compoſed is a continuation, or pro- 
ceſs, of that part of the Peritonedef which lines the muſcles of bar 
abdomen. Ns, 

Sthe'timne after birth, the necks of theſe serii 57 cloſe NN I 
impervidus; and from that time all communication between their ca- 
vities and chat of the belly ceaſes. The time when this happens is va»: 
rious and uncertain ; I have ſeen them perfectly cloſed within a week, 
and bpen it the end of two. months, nor do they both mon : 
become cbt "ar the ſame time, in the ſame ſubject. Wd OR ITT 555 
ne happens, that while theſe paſſages are open a ic dt 
inteſtine inſinuates itſelf into one of them,;and,. preventing its cloſing, 
proflices wht aber calls a congenia hernia ; * a diſeaſe which, though 
a modern difeoery, has always been very frequent... It alſo ſomerimes 
happens, that the ſpermatic 1 oe not being ſufficiently cloſed one of 
the teſticles leite in the g a juſt juſt without, the opening in tl 
nal 1 0 and by not ade * in the ſerotum, che orifics! : 


of 


F = 


* . 


350 a T K k N57 $1 2 


of - che neck ma not cloſed a t all; eben though Wee 5 
tion of gut of caul has got into M. UL Blue 3 Nen E 
When theſe orifices have been once perfectly cloſed,” there gere le 
any future communication between tlie cavities'of the facctii and that 
of the belly 3. not can any thing ſolid of fluid '(HowEver THAI in fize 
or nanny ever, after this period, paſs flom the one d the other. 


int wr neck, now fi, dl appestan 005 of 1 EMA banal, 

and bigs a or fac; 100 fely itlvelts"the tefticle, ad lebte prdidy- 
Without any 14 eien, except in the hinder paft. Tt Navy or 
chi in "this 1 b 8 ' conſtantly kept Moiſt, f by t the” exudation of + a. fine 


which b Huld i is as conſtantiy abſor rbed : To a While t vel arts 
jun UI healthy Nate, the fluid is no more in * 13 5 ity, £ 1 
| IL oth 
aces of Both 


what juſt! ſerves: to Aubrieste and keep woift the fur 
membranes, and thereb 7 oppor nf "Unnatural Shelf on ok "them 
with; esch esch ther. - 290003 vin e FU W 
From theſe pr remiſes, e following inferences, © point x but 
. 1 : . S110 H (EMH 2 F 

an d explain e true nature and. feat of ſome of t e in ett 


A on, may, [ think, be deduced.” abs ; _ . 3 25 hy | 
| N 7 7575 That the faceuli, or "Mi. end in che ore 16 l originally- 
farmed-parts. , - gl ik - 2 1 | ond VG 
2. That they are wee the future reception of Lia teſti. 
CER endete pr 0 7 = of toe Fel —_— 
c loſe and impervious, „che ge r part, or acculus, con ſtitutes in . 


What ig properly Falled the tunica vaginglis't teſtis i "gp 4 therefore 
PIP, 1 proce por th proce 0, 1 

of all the parts contained withir Galt 1 bete Fr i 
are WE ones ich erer e communicate Ar the \cabity of 
| the. «The. = ans 1 aol gie * © wat com war ch 5 * 
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5. That whatever fluid way be ſhed from the ſpermatic . or 
collected, or extravaſated, in the cells of the, tunica, commu wa r 
thoſe of the dartos 3 yet no part of ſuch fluid can be, fri rams : 
xegeived. into, the cavity, of the tunica vaginalis teſtis... |): 
6. That a total failure of the ſecretion of that 1 2 fluid, "which 
ſhould moiſten the ipſide of the vaginal tunic, and the outſide of 850 
albuginea, muſt be fol lowed. by, an unnatural. coheſion of L theſe me 
Hanes with each other ; and either a partial, or total abolition. of "the 


ee the f Oormer. 416319 t? 10897 ft Nie 4 99 2 
2 Th at if more of, this fluid be depoſited | than the abſordent'y vel. 


ſels can take up, or, it the abſorbent veſſels do not execute their office, 


Ni 


fluid muſt be accumulated within the cavity of the: e Haid tunic ; 
5 which there being no natural outlet, the conſequence muſt be a 
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paged diftetion and inlargement e of i W PRAIRIE 
hat the natural communication between the cavity, of the tunica 


Fenn and the belly, not being ſhut until ſome ſpace of time after 


nit ) Atti F< op 
birth it may b ome. cloſe at it its s upper part, while there i is a . 


of fluid in the lower, too large for the abſorbent. 'yellpls tc to take up 
immediately, and conſequently, that ſuch infant will, until that office 
be 5 labour under a true hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis 


za caſe, which is very frequent, though Ro ly miſtaken for 
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ſhould now proceed to the <xamigation, of each Aline ecies 'of 
— n l 575 14 36 a9 1 hile 37 
by {FF le; ut wi Liatrude upop my 1 reader” s patience while mention 
1:1] 0 A cir- 


the groin, for a conſiderable ſpace of time after birth ; and that it no 
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2 circumſtance, br two, relative to the paſſuge of che teſtiele from th 
belly into the ſcrotum ; and which, as a praQtitioner, he may poſſibly 
think worth his attention. Aer et eee pg ntl, 
1 have faid, that the PAYS a it Which ihe teſticles / paſs from 
the' belly, thro! {the groin, into the ſcrotum, is by no means cer- 
tain; that it in different people 3 that even in the ſame iperſon, 
the two teſtes an dovrmlat the ſatne time that ſome- - 
tinies/bothiof them; ſometimes one, remains within! the belly, or in 


e L that one ot both of wem, aber ber bed un ſeto- 
tan at all; — Dunn m Nr: Al; N ++ erg Glen 
15 dot know any particle fac Wcbenlalbe ub from the deten- 
non of — — the belly; but the"lodyinthe Pi it” 
in the groin, not only renders it liable to be Hutt by acc fen Sg 
Gel bur when it is fs hürt may be the caufe of Its beitg miltaken 
fot a different diſeafe, and thereby occaſion” its being very dmproperly 


1 


treated. To gwlüch Seeger this“ may be added, thit there 


is n0 Kind of: diſtaſb, to which the teſticte is liable iw its hatütal H: 
tustion, but uit my al aff it, in any / r Alk its umatufnt 
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ta: nig k 155 4 105 bt” F Akts Wige bn F111 NK A 1 
I 8 kat thin a freut hurty. ron the peighbouthbodt of Fh 
9 5 aud defited to bring wich me, whatever might want for 10 
| * bubonocele. I-found-a” young," healthy, ſeafiiig 
Ne told me, that 55. in the: Foretioon of the dax 
1125 
ons board his Gen veſſel, He) fell; and fuck his 
pievs of timber, n ae that is gave lin 
ſuch 


TT groin a6) backs,” 


2 


8 
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ſuch exquiſite pain, that he fainted away; that his groin became im- 
mediately ſwollen to a very conſiderable degree; that as ſoon as he 
could get home, he applied to his apothecary, who bled him, put him 
to bed, and pultierd the tumor; that he paſſed the night without 
fleep, and in great agony; that when his apothecary came to him the 
next morning. he (the patient) informed him of a circumſtanee, which, 
in his confuſion, he had forgot the night before, ui. that he had long 
had a rupture on that ſide, which had never been perfectly returned | 
that, upon receipt of this information, the apothecary had bled him 
again, and had taken ſome pains to return the rupture: but finding 
that he made no progreſs, and that his attempts produced great inereaſe 
of pain, he had deſiſted, and had given him two glyſters, and a purge ; 
neither of Which obcaſioning ſuch diſcharge as he expected, and a kind 
of blackneſs now, beginning to appear on the part, he deſired imme- 
diate aſſiſtance. By the time this account was finiſhed, eager e 
carꝝ camę is, and ognHrmed it. vr ,s Sb nomdiiils t 

The pain was exquiſite; and while 1 Was a eg PR a few 
queſtions, he begame very ſick, and vomited. The grain and ſoro- 
tum were much ſwelled, and very hard; but the general figure and 
appearance of the tumor did not appear to me like that of a bubono- 
cele: inſtead of pointing obliquely: from the ilium toward the pubes, 
it lay, as it were, acroſs the groin: the ſcrotum was full and large; 
but I thought it felt much harder than I had ever found a piece of 
inteftipe do ; and with regard to the altetation of color, ¶ cannot ſay 
it gays, me much, uncafineſs; for it was patuat; all like the effect of 
mortification, hut, had, all the appearance af an extra vaſation, or tchy-· 
maſis : On then ther hand then had not chad à fair ſtoel for 
three, days ; be had been very fick, and had vomüted; his belly was 
tight, hard, and painful; and chis pulſes much too quick. From exa- 
wal the tumor, I could get very little information for the 
bote — 2 2 pain 
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pain was ſo exquiſite, that he could not bear the ſlighteſt touch: how- 
ever, from what examination I could make, it appeared to me, that 
if this was an inteſtinal hernia, it was ſuch à one as I had never yet 
met with; and nothing but the cireumſtance of his having worn a 
truſs formerly, by the direction of a ſurgeon of character, could have 
induced - me to have entertained ſuch ſuſpicion. I enquired again 
concerning this rupture, and was told, that he had worn a truſs for 
it the firſt four years of his infancy, but that it never kept the gut 


totally or perfectly up; and that as he grew bigger, and ran about, he 
Was obliged to leave it off, on account of the pain it gave him! 


chat ſince he had left it off, he had not obſerved any, or very little, 
alteration in the tumor, (none in its ſituation, though a little in its 
fize;) and that it had never given him any trouble or uneaſtneſs, If 
he did not handle it, or kept the waiſtband of his breeches and his 
watch from preſſing it. All this was far from being ſatisfactory: 
and as the preſent ſtate of the parts was ſuch, as was by no means 
favourable for an operation, I determined, previous to any other at- 
tempt, to try what a briſk cathartie would produce. A ſtimulating 
glyſter was immediately thrown up, and a ſolution of an ounce and 
a half of Glauber's ſalts in two ounces of inf. ſen ſwallowed,” Which, 
in little more than an hour, produced ſo plentiful a diſcharge, that 
the belly became ſoft and eaſy,” and we were perfectly free from all 
apprehenfions of a ſtricture. Fomentation, pultice, G. wete fre- 
quently applied to the tumor, which in three or four days began to 
ſubſide; and in about ſeven or eight, the forotum- was ſo unloaded, as 
to permit eaſy and accurate examination; by Which means we were ſa 
tisfied, that it contained no teſticle. Upon mentioning this circum- 
ſtance to the patient, he ſaid, that he never had one on that ſide. 
bis declaration was a lution of all difficulties, and of all the ap- 


- Rm When all the eee of the blow were removed, there 
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appeared in the groin, juſt on this ſide of the opening in the abdo- 
minal tendon, a teſticle of natural ſize and figure; which teſticle, by 
being much bruiſed, had cauſed all the miſchief. 


e 


Poor man came to St, Bartholomew's hoſpital, and deſired aſ- 

ſiſtance for a ſwelling in his groin ; for which he had, for a 
month before, been taking jeſuits drops and other quack medicines, 
till he had not a farthing left. Upon removing an adheſive plaſter, 
I found a tumor which was large and painful; but at the ſame time fo 
moveable, as to be very unlike any affection of the inguinal glands. The 
account which the man gave was, that © he had always had a lump 
an that groin, and never any teſticle on that ſide; ; that when young,. 
he had worn a truſs for it, upon a ſuppoſition of i its being a rupture ; 
that when he came to work for his living, he could no longer bear 
the uneaſineſs which the truſs gave him, and therefore had left it off 
for years : that ſinee that time he had never perceived any material 
alteration in the tumor, nor had it ever Given him any trouble, till 
he had got a clap about two months before; upon the ſudden diſ- 
appearance of which, the lumy, in his groin became 19 5 and 

painful. 1 4 

In ſhort, the man had got a W 2 tymoralis of the teſticle, in "his 
groin ; which, by means of proper eee Meder, cataplaſin, 


and reſt, be an got well of. 
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Middle- aged man came to St. Bartholomew 8. for advice for 

| a tumor in his groin. _ 

He was apparently i in good Health the tumor was of an oval or 
8 0 form, indolent when not preſſed, perfectly moyeable, lay 
in t! Ie gfein, and had. by more than one perſon” "been. miſtaken 

| 150 for bubo and buboßocele. | When handled or preſſed. totchy 3 in 

| conſequence 'of t the latter opinion, it was painful for ſome Rodl after; 
and the pains (tot uſe bis own words) always ſhot up into bis back. 

5 1 was on the left ſide; on which ſide there was no teſticle it in the 


6 ert 


| 1 nor had there ever, been one ; but on the ri gt ſide Foe 


4 


nth {rr * 85 K 71. 1 
Ling was as it ould be. He Te” that” within two Cars it ha 
44 TY 1b; pp, (tha aq Ir 4 "s 11 4906 $7 
No 2 7 0 enlarged ; ; and that it ow was "become very trou- 
rs le renne * r for Sy 9148 fr - 627 
biet 122 . ein. 1 5, WONT um 11117 


It appeared very plainly to me. that 12 87 5 Was caſed 
by 1 the e left, teſticle; which teſticle was ina diese! ſlate, but.” very 
fit for, and ver, capable of extirpation. I adviſed the man to 
ſubmit to the operation, and he had complied ;; but the fate Mr. 


8 * . +607 arty , 


Griffiths (one of our then aſſiſtants) coming into t! e ward, Wn 
4105 99 to look at the Cale, W e did. not attend to'a 57 


on, I know not f but! He kedk it 
into Bib Ray "that A ab tune of ce kind, that mi bt be 
: removed by internal medicine ; and diſſuaded abe aß from un * 
going what 1 had propoſed : upon which : did not take him lte the 
7 hoſpital. * Oe od as 
Some Sd Mcd We "felling becbhut OW and' more trou- 
bleſome. he applied to St. George's . The gentlemen there 


gave 


N 


5 
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gave him the ſame opinion, and the ſame advice which I had given 
him; he ſubmitted, and got a cure, by the removal of a' teſticle 
which had never wan rw yy by givin. and. 1 was now be- 
come nen fe {10.156 he. 
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ne ut | 1 9. A 8 E 500 
I E late Mr. Hollingworth defired met to go with him to ſee 2 
patient in the neighbourhood of Cli rkenwell, It was a man, 
about fifty - five years old, who had a large uleerated cancerous tu- 
mor in his right groin, with high callous edges; it always diſcharged 
A large quantity of a moſt offenſive ele; at times Li 2700 . 
and Was always extremely painful. 1 
t The patient ſaid, that when firſ it 8 Uroubleſorns he had 
 thowed it to two eminent rupture-curers z one of whom ſaid, that it 
Was a piece of caul, and offered, for twenty guineas, to cure him by 
. cutting it out: the other, (mote modeſt, or leſs hardy), only ia 
kim two bandages for it; neither of which he could ever wear. 
When Mr. Hollingworth carried me to fre it, it had juſt been left 
by « a 'cancericurer, who had applied to it an eſcharotics and which, 
by che patient $ account,” as Bk as 1 by Ye! nulla of the ſore, 
-M made terrible hav6ck:; : 8: Mu 
| nes all this time, no. "ole W uber bad Tock him (and what k is fill. 
more remarkable) vol eren the patient! biinſelf had. remarked, that in 
chat fide of the ſcrotum he had no teſticle. 1 
The ſtate, both of the man and of the fre, forbad, any We 
protcels; and my advice to him was to dreſb che fore lightly,” and have | , 
recourte' to tinct. chebaic: for eaſe: Which adyiee he folloyed, N. e | 
the ſhort rere 2 PH ic e Dilated IF, $34 SY + 
Sul | 8 is When 
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When dead we examined, him, and found that the diſeaſe conſiſted 


in a cancerong teſticle lying in the groin z, the ſpermatic veſſels of 
which. rere vaticoſe, and kugtty all the way, up to the kidney, having 
here and there a bladder of yellow ſerum in the cellular membrane: 

the lymphatic glands about the vertebræ of the loins were diſeaſed, as 
was the liver; and on the ſurface of the right kidney Was a collection 


of very offenſive ſanies. e e 

Nera 12945 | #120 | 4364 % 44A angels, 
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| TM C44: 0: ff 5. 85 £1 
| \H E PIR is the common. ee 5 boi 8 
0d conſiſis of the. cuticula, cutis, and what all the anatomiſts 


have. now agreed to call the dartos z which is a looſe cclivlar mem<- 
| brane, perfectly void of fat, and whoſe cells ox cavities gommunicate 


with each other, with the utmoſt freedom through FT Pert. 
As this membrane, bas no immediate communic; en with the cavity 
of the abdomen within the Peritoneum, it is that whatever 
quantity of fluid may be depoſited i in it, 10 cannot. be derived 
e faid cavity, even * though. the. patient ſhobld lab lab our under a 
true aſcites; z but As its cells have a free intergourſe wich, ofe of the 


201) 46 


general cellular membrane all over the body, they will de Uahle ge be 
affected by all thoſe diſorders which have their ſeat, i in that membrane. 
that i is, by all diſorders proceeding from a low impoycriſhed ſtate of 


| blood, from a deficiency of the urinary ſecretion, or from non-execu- 


tion of the office of the abſorbent 5 4 and conſequently, 3 m anaſar- 
cous [and eee wh become ar ſeat of N wat r- 


travaſation, 
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This watry ſwelling of the ſerotum, although it iis moſt frequently 
a fymptom of a dropfienlihabit, and-very-ofted accompanies: both, the 
general anafares, And the particular cle ien withio Be pbdoruen, 

Liſted the'aſeites, yet, oven in the latter caſe; neither is, nor can / be. 
derived from the cavity of the belly, but is confined i th the. tala cellu· 
16h, which Hes on the outſide of the peritoneum: tha water derived 
ſtom hence diſtends the ſciotum, in the ſame manner, ahd/ for the 
fame reaſons; that it often does the legs and feet. The cells of the 
dartos being large and abſolutely void of fat, and. the kin which co- 
bers them being extremely dilatable, and giving way fot a larger. in- 
flux into this part than Into moſt 6thers, has indeed occaſioned its be- 
ing taken notice of as a 5 particular ny ra ie is od properly 
i fymptom onyx. by 

Phi being the caſe, and the true eto of cure ednfiſting hen 
Atternal baſed proceſs,” it has beech, I think, impropetly ranked 
among the ſpecies of hydrocele ; though the nature of 'the — 
Gin Lerteinly adit the uſe of the word. 

lt is indeed a difeaſe, which properly dent to. the pbyſicians 5 : 
- Biit as it is of ſome conſequence, to be able to diſtinguiſh/it:from other 
diſorders affecting the ſame, or the neighbouring parts, and as ſurgeons 
are Iten called upon to aſſiſt in alleviating ſome of the-inconvenien- 
des which this defluxion produces, it cannot be amils in this place, to 
vive # ſhort' atcount of it, and of the moſt proper chirurgical, 1 
6f biteinpting Its dene. 1 %% nt 44% at 

Ut is an equal, ſoft tumor, poſſeſfing every part of che 5 e mem- 
bree, in which both the teſticles are enveloped, and conſeduentiy is 
generally as large or on one {ide as on'the-other; it leaves the ſkin of its 
natural colour; or, to ſpeak more properly, it does not redden or in- 
flame it; if the quantity of water be not large, nor the diſtention great, 
_ {kin preſerves ſome ww? of rugoſity 3 3 the tumor has d doughyß 
1 | kind 
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kind of ſeel ; eaſihy receives; and for a while. retains the impreſſion 
of the fingete ; the raphe or ſeam! of the ſcrotum divides the ſwelling 
nearly '<qually ;/ the ſpermatic proceſs: is perfectly free, and of its 
natural fize ; and the teſticles ſeem tu the in the middle of the loaded 
membrane. This is the appeachnce, when the diſeaſe is in a mode - 
rats degree But if the quantity of extravaſated ſerum be large, or the 
diſeaſe farther advanced, the kin, inſtaad of being wrinkled, is, ſmgath, 
tenſe / and plainly ſhews the lim pediſtate of the fluid underneath; it 
is cold to the touch, does not ſo long retain the impreſſion. of the fin- 
ger, and is always: accompanied with, a ſimilar diſtentign of the kin 
of the penia i the preputium of hich is ſometimes ſo enlarged, aud 
ſo twiſted, and diſtorted, as 0 make a very diſagtecable appearance. 
Theſe are the local ſymptoms: to which it may be added, chat a, yel- 
low: countfiance; à Joſs of, appetite, à deficiency of urinary ſecretion, | 
fwelled lege a hatd belly, and mucous ftogls, arg its very ren 
companions: to ng of} door ; 15 3011 ic 10 25152 541 81 Hort! 
The cure of the cried diſeaſe comes, as I have already Hd, wich- 
in the province of the phyſician, and tequires a ovprle.of, internal me- 
dicine : but ſqmetimes the loaded ſcrotum and, penis are ſa trouble 
ſome to the patient, and in ſuch danger of, mortißcatiom, that a re 
duction of tlieir ſize becomes abſolutely neceſſaryꝶ and at other times 
a.derivation, or diſcharge, of the redundant axteaxielared ſerum from 
this part, | isi\grdered 25-2 4 aſſiſtant to the internal regimen. 
The chirurgical means in uſe for this end is called i in general ſcari⸗ | 
fication; /a[texmy whaſa preciſe ſeuſe has by no means been. ſettled by 
which it has now and then happened. chat a general order being given, 
and the particular method of exceuting it being left to the choice of 
thoſe, who have. not been ſufficiently acquainted) With this kjod of bu- 
ſineſa, much hazard has been incurted, and conkiderabls nega 


F ea ed. 1y:b eat r off? 
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The means of making this diſcharge are db, vis; puncture and 
incifion : the former is made with the point 1 Deſt wp 1 
with the ſame ĩnſtrument, ot with a Knife. F 91269 

The generality of writers on this fubje@hare ſpoken jd twot 
methods in ſuch a manner; that a practitionei; who! Had ſcen but 
little of either, would be inclined to think, that it Was a mutter af | 
greatuindifferenceyiwhich we ſhould make uſe of zvandithat'the ſafety: 
and utility af each were equal : which is by aw means the ca. 15 6" 
The intention of the uſe of either is, bya diſcharge of extraxaſated 
ſerum, to alleviate the preſent uneaſineſs; and, by reducing the fize- 
_ofithe ſorptum,: to render it leſs troubleſome, and leſs likely-to:morti<' 
fy. In ſome few! inſtances it has indeed happened, tliat this drain hag 
proved a radical cure of the original diſeaſe; but that has been acci- 
dental, and is not in general to be expected. The. intention is gone „ 
rally» palliative; and, if the patient lives, is moſt likely to reguire ge 
petition: therefore, if there be any difference between the tF Sm, 
thods, with regard either to eaſe. or ſafety, —_— can! be. no doubt 
which ought to be preferred. A 0 inn ten 

All wounds of een a; in debe or dropſical habits, 


aro neceſſarily both painful and hazardous; they are apt to inflame, are 


very difficultly brought to ſuppuration, and will often prove gangre- 
nous in ſpite? of all endeavours ta the contrary. But the larger and 
deeper the wounds are, the more probable are theſe bad conſequeuech. 
Simple punctures, with the point of a lancet, are much leis liable to 
be attended by them, than any other kind. of wipund:;+ they generally. 
leave the ſkin eaſy, ſoft, cool, uninflamed, and in a ſtate to admit 4 
repetition of the ſame operation, if neceffary. Inciſions ereate a painr 
ful, crude, hazardous fore, requiring conſtant eare . Punctures ſeldom” 
produce any uneaſineſs ot all; and Rand in need of 'only a ſuperficial 
—_ ata 6 .d: 2 2950 199 ehe . 
my Pi iy | 8 Now, 
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No, although chere is ſo very material a difference in the ſymp- 
toms and trouble attending the two methods, yet is there none in their 
effect: the communication of the cells of the dartos with each other 


ys is ſo fret; through every part of it, that punctures made with the fine 


point of a bleeding lancet, into the moſt ſuperficial of them, will, as 
certainly and as freely, drain off all the water, as a large inciſion, with- 
out any of its inconveniences or its hazard. Neither the one nor the 
other withoursithe uriginal diſeaſe, unleſs by mere accident: they are 
both made, with a deſign to cure only the local one. The ſame habit 
and conſtitution remaining, the ſame effect will in general follow, 
and tlie ſame relief be again neceſſary. The eaſe, the freedom from 
bad ſymptoms, or from danger, and the ſtate in which the parts are 
left, render one method practicable at all times, and capable of being 
repeated as often as may be thought neceſſary: the fatigue, pain, con- 

finement and hazard, which. moſt frequently attend the other, make 
one experiment in general as much as moſt people chuſe to ſubmit to. 
or indeed have an erb of complying with. | 


* 


9 45 7 NOD A WR E N n V.. 
dn 8 fey fve years old, 4 00 had lived Sean was af- 

flicted with an anafarcous tumor of his belly, legs, thighs, 
Wen and penis, accompanied with the general fymptoms which 
moſt frequently attend ſuch complaints, viz. proſtration of appetite; 
little, ow that high een urine; a hard belly; and a bloated 
+ face. 23 f 
Ant He bad taken many ede; * the direclon oP a phyſician i in 
the country, and. more than one quack-remedy fince he had been in 
tema z but to no W che ary load increaſed: daily, and the 
% ſwelling. 


n $% 
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ſwelling of the penis and ſcrotum became ſo troubleſome, as to mw 
vent his wearing breeches, WT 

In theſe circumſtances, a perſon who attended his in the capacities 
of apothecary and ſurgeon, propoſed to draw off the water by an in- 
ciſion on each fide of the ſcrotum ; to which the patient conſented. 

The inciſions were made, ach in a n hours the ſcrotum 0 _ 
and Mlaccid. | 3 08 ; 

At the diſtance of five 4. From this opt, "bis are died 
and I was deſired to viſit him. 

Is found him in bed, with a painful, fouls undigeſted forn, on ww 
ſide of the ſcrotum; which, though it: had at firſt been emptied by 
the inciſion, was now again conſiderably loaded with ſerum, but at 
the ſame time hard and inflamed : the edges of the wounds were 
livid, the diſcharge from them was a diſcoloured gleet ; and the pain 
was ſo great, that the man could get no reſt ; his pulſe was frequent, 
hard and ſmall ; his breathing not perfectly free; his urine little, and 
high - coloured; his thirſt very troubleſome ; his belly hard and tight: 
and having taken an opiate every night from the time of the eg 
he had not had a ſtool for three days paſt. 

I dxeſſed the inciſions with a ſoft digeſtive; and covering the Wed 
Fung with a warm pultice, tied it up in a bag-truſs ; directed a 
glyſter to be thrown up immediately, and a purge to be taken the next 
morning: from which in the following day he had four or five ſtools, 
and by which his bre e Was ed and his LEY ne 
ſofterr. ( 

Next day the inflammatory hardneſs of the fergtugs ones to ty 
going off, but to be ſucceeded by an emphyſematous kind of tumefac- 
tion; and in four days from that of my firſt viſit to. him, the whole 
bag was in a ſtate of mortification, notwithſtanding the conſtant uſe of 
fomentation, cataplaſm, &c. n 4 1 

Se £4 Aaaz f Having 


4664 „ TREATISE on 


- Having-aleeady-biken'alarge quantity — different kinds, 
it was with much difficulty that I could prevail on him to hear of 
any mare : but upon making a true repreſentation to him-of the ſtate 


of this cue, and of his imminent hazard, he conſented to take the 
berkg Wich ſome confeRt;” cardide. and tinR. rad. ſerpent. mw three 
& four hetirs !:. 1:41 210077 wat di bus een 15H 2465 

By putting a tea-ſpoonful of brandy into each doſe, it kit foi 


bis Ronwahs) Ad che end of - three days, the pain and ſoreneſs were 
conſiderably leſſened ; and on the ſixth he got à little quiet fleepwith< 


out any opiate : one ninth the mortified ꝓatts ſeemedi inclined to 
ſuppurate, aud the gleet was ſmall, in compariſon of what it had been; 
on the twelfth there Was an appearance of tolerable good matter from 
the edges ; on the fifteenth a laudable ſuppuration was eſtabliſhed, and 
thequortified parts were every where looſe and falling off. Inſtead of 
a ſmall quantity of high - coloured urine, he now made what was near- 
Ix equal to his drink, and that very well-conditioned; and the watry 


extfavaſation in his legs and thighs was conſiderably diminiſhed-. 


He no began to nauſeate the bark, in the form in which he had 
hitherto taken it; it was therefore changed for another, Which he took 
at larger intervals; and, to aſſiſt his urinary diſcharge, his apothecary 
gave him an infuſion of the eineres geniſtæ and hoeſe-radlh, which: an- 


ſwered the putpoſe very well. 


The whole ſcrotum and 3 caſt off in A Foy PREP ak left 
the tunicæ vaginales of both teſticles as bate and clean as if they bad. 
been diſſected: theſe were ſoon covered by an incarnation, which ſup- 
plied the place of the ſcrotum tolerably well; and by perſiſting in the 
uſe of the ſame e for a few, weeks longer, he was reſtored 

ae. eee eee r e 


— 


831 1 2 5441 ah . 90 * 19 "a "STIL F 44S C * 84 : 1 144 þ 9 * 1 
— ' AM 


* , | 3 8 I. 41 2115 147 
vital 8 tn A | C ASE 


THE HYDRO CEL E, &c. 368 


'1 » E® 9 
a . * » , , v S$ =» — 
\ 11 52 OY 12 . 
* 8 | o * 
Lo . - ) E y F 14 7 
we n&a.* & * 0 2 - *.% * 4 4 ® 
. * 


Man, not exceeding forty, who had drank freely of ſpirituous 

liquors, was thereby brought into the ſame circumſtances as 
the patient in the preceding caſe ; that is, his countenance was yel⸗ 
low and bloated; his legs, thighs, ſcrotum and penis, loaded with a 
watry tumor ; he had” little or no appetite ; and made a very ſmall a 
quantity of high- coloured urine. 

Internal remedies having been ineffe@ually tr tried for ſome time, he 
was adviſed to have an inciſion made on each ſide of the ſcrotum; by 
means of which, all the ſwelling, both of it and of the penis, was 
immediately removed, and the patient much pleaſt. | 

On the fourth day from the operation all diſcharge of -ſerum cea- 
fed, and the wounded part ſwelled, inflamed, and became very pain= 
ful. Fomentation, cataplaſm, and proper digeſtive dreſſings were uſed, 
but without any relief from the pain, or any beneficial alteration in the 
appearance of the fores. On the ſixth day from that of the inciſion, 
I Was deſired to meet the gentleman that had the care of him. I 
found that the hard inflammatory ſwelling, which a day or two before 
had occupied the whole ſcrotum, was now gone off, and that it was 
become flabby and livid, eſpecially about the inciſions. in 

1 propoſed taking the cortex, but it was not complied with; nor 
do 1 know whit the medicines were which he did take, neither my- 
ſelf nor his attendant ſurgeon being conſulted on that head: Warm 
ſpirituous fomentations, with proper pultice and dreſſings were con- 
tinued, but to no purpoſe. I ſaw the patient each morning, for four 
days; during which, he got little or no reſt, and complained of great 
pain and burning heat within his belly: : the watry extravaſation in his 


| thighs ad legs increaſed daily ; the whole ſcrotum and {kin of the pe- 
nis 


and the reſt diffuſed 


$66 A TREATISE ow 


nis became black, and mortified, as did alſo the part of the pubes ; 


and, on the eleventh day from that on which the inciſion was made, 
he died. | 


C ,ijA 8. „% E VII. \ 
bY OD EDDIEOOD ige F An, ibi an i ins a5 2 
Man, about forty-five years old, by name Corby, who was 2 
& patient in St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital on another account, ſhew- 
ad me a ſwelling on the left fide of his ſcrotum. It was large, full, 
tight, and had all the ſymptoms and appearances of an hydrocele of 
the tunica vaginalis,” viz. the fluctuation of the fluid, the freedom of 
the upper part of the proceſs, and the concealment of the teſticle. 
I thought myſelf ſo clear in the true nature of the diſeaſe, that, without 
any ſeruple, I pierced it with a ſmall trochar in the lower and ante- 
rior part, and thereby let out about two ounces, of limpid water; 
but could by no means draw off any more, though, I preſſed a probe 
up through the iannale, and uſed d every other means Proper to ob- 
tain it. 
I withdrew the wire ard Seng the ſwelliag again ; 7 which 
was but little. diminiſhed by what had been done: but though it Was 
not much decreaſed in ſize, it was conſiderably altered in appearance. 
I could now very plainly diſtinguiſh the teſticle, and was conyinced, that 
the whole, diſcaſe was confined to the cells of the dartos. In ſhort, it was 
(what I had never ſeen before) an anaſarca of that membrane, on one 
ide only; having a certain quantity of the water in one cyſt or bag, 
d through the cells in the uſual manner : the latter 
made; all the tum faction, which remained after taping 999 the for- 
mer had co! he teſticle... - -.,:- | 
Being now truly. ſatisfied of the nature of the caſe, I made an Fea 
on, "ous an inch long, through the ſcrotum into the loaded dartos ; 
intending 


"} 


rus HYDRO OEL E, te: 365 


intending thereby to drain off the water, and, by procuring a ſuppu- 
ration, to cure the diſeaſe, Into the inciſion I put a little "y lint, 
and tied the ſcrotum up in a bag-truſs. 

To my great aſtoniſhment, the next day my dreſſer told me, that 
Corby' s ſcrotum was ſwelled to a great ſize, and that the incifion was 
already livid. I went to the Hoſpital, and found it ſo, I ordered the 
part to be fomented, and wrapped up in a warm pultice ; and that the 
man ſhould take the cortex freely, till the phyſician ſhould ſee him; 

In three days time, the whole ſcrotum, and kin of the penis was 
Sap mortified ; and a conſiderable part of the pubes altered 
and veſicated : his pulſe was quick, and ſmall ;' he complained of a 
burning heat in his belly-and bladder x 1 * ons was ann, ; and his 
extremities cold.  * eee 

For ſeveral days I was convinced, that ay would be. his laſt ; bis fo- 
mentation, cataplaſm, and dreſfings were continued; the doctor order- 
ed him a dram of the bark, as often as his ſtomaeh would bear or keep 
it, in a julep, well impregnated with volatile ſalt; and the poor man 
earneſtly begged to be allowed a pint of porter a day; which he had. 
At laſt, in about three weeks time, the whole ſcrotum, the i integuments 
of the penis, and ſome part of the pubes caſt off, leaving the corpora 
cavernofa, and the tunica vaginalis, as-clean as if they had- Hanes diſſect- 


ed. The man got well. 
More of the ſame kind of caſes might bs 8 in eb the 


trouble and hazard attending large inciſions of the ſcrotum; in dropſi- 
cal caſes, have been great ;, but the ſimilarity of them renders it un- 
neceſſary. ' I ſhall therefore only add, that from the ſimple puncture 
I have ſeldom met with either; and that I have as ſeldom known them. 
fail to anſwer the purpoſe for which they were intended, viz. a tem- 
porary dene of e from the cellular membrane. h 


. 


$ECT. 


ä (mere properly) tunica communis. That this membrane ſo enveloping 
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r 

TF . ph BAK pr as So Hmptomatic, and 
do not rank it among the different kinds Ahe there v will 
then remain only three,..viz.. .; , on ane tn 1 


1. That which conſiſts of a collection of water in the ths of the 


tunica communis, or cellular membrane. We and an c 


the ſpermatic veſſels. 1159 375 ar. 
2. That which is formed by che e 5 af a "Avid, in, the ſame 
coat as the former, but which, inſtead of being diffuſed through the ge- 
neral cellular ſtructure of it, is confined to one cavity or cyſt, in which 
all the water conſtituting this , ſpecies, of diſeaſe 1s contained ; the. reſt 
of the membrane being in its, natural ſtate, . | 

3. That which is produced: by the accumulation of a a ge of 


water, in the cavity of the tunica vaginalis. teſtis. 1 


Theſe three are diſtinct, local, and truly within * province of 
Ped They may accidentally be combined;or connected with. other 
diforders,” but not neceſſarily; and are frequently found in perſons 
whoſe general habit is homes: and who are eee free from all Ather 


ec og U 0g arr Sr 
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1 N Fr anatomical account of the parts, which nuke the feats uf the 
different kinds of hydrocele, it has been obſerved," that the ſper- 
matic veſſels, from their origin quite down to their inſertion into the 


teſticle, are enveloped in, and connected together by, # membrane, 
called formerly tunica vaginalis vaſorum ſpermaticorum, but now 


the 
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the ſpermatic veſſels, has no one particular cavity, (as its old name 
would feem to imply';) but is merely celtular, as either the inflation of 
air, or the extravaſation of'a fluid, wilt always prove. That while it 
is within the cavity of the belly, its cells are lax and large ; and when 


it has paſſed out from thence, and has formed a part of the ſpermatic 
proceſs, by enveloping its veſſels, its cells are rather ſmaller, and the 


membrane compoſing them firmer. That it is included within that, 


thin expanſion of muſcular fibres, called the cremaſter. And that 2 
great number of lymphatics, - paſſing from the teſticle to the receptacu- 
lum chyli, are always to be found in it. 

An attentive conſideration of theſe circumſtances in the ſtructure of 
this part will ſhew us, why either obſtruction or breach in the lym- 
phatic veſſels, conſiderable preſſure by means of diſeaſed: indurations 
within the abdomen, or a morbid ſtate of the parts which ſhould 
receive the lymph from the veſſels of the ſpermatic chord, may Induce, 
the Gifeaſe'1 in queſtion ;, and alſo, When it i is produced, that its Ar 
a very proper one, as expreſſive of its true Nate®. ey No 

When the diſeaſe is ſimple, it is perfectly local; that is, it is atiiet 
entirely to the membrane forming the tunica communis ; and does not 
at all. affect, eicher the dure; the tunica Nan teftls, or- any other 
eee e 

SH 311919) 5 bb Ges e 8 It. 


* Jaa ſouvent vd des tumeurs aqueuſe, groſſe comme des grains de raizen, pla- 
——— eſpace le long du cordon ſpetmatique, aceompagner doe veritabbe ef 
«©: drocele, place ſut e corps du teſticule.” Le Dran. . 1 
The firlt part of this paragraph is a juſt and true deſcription of W ofthe cells; 
of the tunica communis, when not much diſtended :. but if by une veritable hydro- 


cele,” Mr. Le Dran means that of the tuniea vaginalis, his deſcription of it, as“ Une 


e tumeur aqueuſe place ſur le corps du teſticule,“ is very inexpreflive, inadequate, 
and Jikely to convey.an erroneous idea. 


— — — . — 
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It is a complaint, which does not give a great deal of trouble, un- 
leſs i it arives to.a confiderable ſize ; ; and, being by no means ſo frequent 
ö as either of the other two kinds of hydrocele, it is in general but little 
known or attended to. With ſome, it paſſes for a varix of the ſperma- 
tic chord ; with others, for the deſcent of a portion of omentum, 
which having contracted an adheſion cannot be returned. Thus, its 
true nature not being. i in general, rightly underſtood, and it. giving but 
little trouble or uneaſineſs while! it is within moderate bounds, and 
neither hindering any * action or faculty, they who have it 
are moſt frequently adviſed to be contented with a ſuſpenſary bandage, 
ad find very little eee from it. 

Sometimes it it ari les to ſo large a bze, and gets into ſuch a ſtate, as. to 
become an object of ſurgery, and to require our very ſerious atten- 
tion. N 

In encral, "while it is of moderate ſize, the ſtate of i it is as follows. 

T he del bag is free from all appearance of diſeaſe; except that 
when the Akin i is 1 not corrugated, it ſeems rather fuller, and hangs ra- 
"ther lower on that ide, than on the other, and if ſuſpended lightly 
in the palm of the hand, feels heavier ; the teſticle, with its epididy- 
mis, is to be felt perfectly diſtinct below this fulneſs, neither en- 
larged, nor. in any manner altered, from i its natural ſtate : the ſperma- 
tic proceſs is conſiderably larger than it ought to be, and feels like a 
' varix, or like an omental hernia, according to the different ſize of 
the tumor: it has a pyramidal kind of form, broader at the bottom 
than at the top; by gentle and continued preſſure it ſeems: gradually 

to recede or go up, but drops down again immediately upon removing 

the preſſure ; and that as freely i in a ſupine as in an erect poſture : : 
it is attended with a very ſmall degree of pain or uneaſineſs; which 
5 unkaßinefs i is not felt ! in the ſcrotum, where the tumefation is, but in 
tl e loins. 18 Ty | 


* 


f 


HR HYDROCELE, &c. 371 


If the extravaſation be confined to what is called the ſpermatic pro- 
ceſs, the opening in the tendon of the abdominal muſcle is not at all 
dilated, and the proceſs paſſing thro it may be very diſtinctly felt; 
but if the cellular membrane which inveſts the ſpermatic veſſels 


within the abdomen be affected, the tendinous aperture is inlarged; = 


and the increaſed ſize of the diſtended membrane paſſing thro” it, 
produces to the touch, a ſenſation, not bens unlike that of al omen- 
tal rupture. [023% lian tlis asc wits | ＋ Views Aether 

While it is fmall it is hardly an object of ſutgery! the pain or in- 
convenience which it produces being ſo little, that few people would 
chufe to ſubmit to an operation to get rid of it; and it is very ſeldom: 
radically curable without one : but when it is large, or affects the 
membrane within the cavity, as well as without, it becomes an appa- 
rent deformity, is very inconvenient both from its ſize and weight, 
and the only method of cure which it admits is far from being void 
of hazard; as muſt appear to every one who will conſider, or who is. 
at all acquainted either with the nature of lymphatic extravaſation or 
abſorption, or with the frequent conſequences of wounds infſictcea 


on 1 merely membranous. ba 


* . 
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n 5111 1891 my 
"Man about fifty-five deſired me e to look at a rupture, under which 


he ſaid that he had laboured for ſeveral years. For the greateſt 
part, of that time he had worn a ſteel truſs, which had? given him little. 
or. no uneaſineſs, but had never kept his rupture up. During all this, 
time he never had any ſymptoms of obſtruction in, the inteſtinal canal ;, 


nor had the tumor ever increaſed in ſize, or altered its appearance, | 


until within the laſt three or four months, when he had been perſwa- 
4 - 7 B b b 2 ded 
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ded to change his truſs for a bandage without iron, and to make | 


uſe of an external application, which was ſaid to be infallible. ', 


. What the application was I. know: not; but its effect was an excori- 


c che groin and parts about: the bandage was made of dimity, 
had a large hard bolſter, with three or four hngkles and was buck- 
led on very tight. , .  _. 

He ſaid, that the pain it | had cauſed had been r but that he had 
chearfully ſubmitted to it, having been aſſured that the medicines, 
aſſiſted by the preſſure, would ſoon ſhrink up a piece of caul which 
was io the ſcrotum, and thereby free him from all poſſibility of a re- 
turn of his diſeaſe ; and that, after that was done, he mids leave off 
all kind of bandage, and do as he pleaſed. 1 | | 

He had now made the experiment, till the pain was 67 one 99 
the parts ſo ſwelled, that he could endure it no longer. The ſcrotum. 
was much inflamed, and ſwelled ; the groin excoriated; the teſticle 
enlarged, but not hard ; the ſpermatic proceſs quite up to the belly, 


| full, ti ight, and ſo exquiſitely painful, that he could not bear the moſt 


genfle handling. he had no obſtruction on his going to ſtool ; nor any 
ſymptom of the confinement of any part of the inteſtinal canal. The 
principal information which I could get was from his own account ; 
for he could not bear tlie ſlighteſt touch. From this it appeared to 
me, that whatever might be the true ftate/ of the caſe, it was very 
clear, that the firſt thing to be done was to obtain eaſe. I therefore 
put him to, bed, bled him freely, ordered him to have a glyſter thrown 
up immediately, and to take two ſpoonfuls of a purging mixture every 
two or three hours, until he ſhould have a free diſcharge per anum ; 
and* then to take 4 grain « of - extract, thebaic. I wrapped. up the 


ſerotumh, and covered the | groin and pubes with A warm oft pultice, 


and 7 85 on a bag ttuſs. 
| He 
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He paſſed the day in a very uneaſy reſtleſs ſtate; and in the evening, 
finding his pulſe not at all lower, nor his pain lefs, (his purging mix - 
ture having done its duty) I took away fourteen ounces more of blood, 
and ordered his opiate to he taken again, and repeated at the diſtance 
of every {ix hours. Forty-eight hours paſſed over, during which 
time he took ſeven grains of opium, before he could get ſleep or 
eaſe ; and when he obtained the former, it did not laſt more than 
three or four hours, (an effect I have ſeveral times ſren, in the exhi- 
bition of large and frequently-repeated, doſes of n e nde 

appeaſe pain, ot to quiet a phrenzy.) 1 8 
When he awoke, he was eaſier, and ſeemed to be 8 e 
his pulſe was ſofter, his perſpiration free, and the parts leſs inflamed, 
and leſs painful; his pultice was renewed; after fomentation; and he 
was directed to take a draught of the common emulſion every ſix 
hours, with ſome manna and nitre in it; by which means he had, 
in the courſe of the next day, two plentiful diſcharges by ſteeb. 
_ By theſe means, within the ſpace, of, fix or ſeyen days, all; his ins: 
flammatory ſymptoms were removed; and. the parts. reduted to nearly) 
the ſame ſtate, in which they were when he put on his dimity bans! 
dage : that is, the teſticle was of its natural ſize, but the ſpermia- 
tic proceſs large and full, tho ſoft, and indolent, and eee 
like to a ſmall omental rupture. 4 baut : no bath 19e fl 3841 
For greater certainty, I kept him in bed a — — 1, 
confined him to the ſame low regimen, with an open bodyů:ß {1c 
The ſpermatic proceſs continued in the ſame ſtate. I attempted 
to reduce the apparent rupture, but without ſucceſs; tho there was - 
no reaſon to think that there was the leaſt ſtricture made on it by che 
tendon of the abdominal muſcle. I could indeed make a ſimall part 
of it recede, but even that did not paſs the opening at all like a: piece 
of omentum ; it did not give any of that ſenſation to my fingers, 
j | $05 > 
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nor produce that kind of noiſe, which the return of a rupture into 
the abdomen generally does; and the moment I removed my fingers, 
it fell down again, altho" the patient was in a ſupine poſture. In ſhort, 
I made attempts for reduction fo long, and ſo often, that I was 
perfectly ſatisfied _ a an. e Was not t reducible, 2 leaſt 


oy me. ) :- NG Ain 
It now Re bim no pain, nor bnelfles ef any kind; but he had 


ſuffered ſo much from the preſſute of his bandage, and was ſo ſatisfied 
(from the ſucceſſleſs attempts which: T'- had made, ] that his rupture 
was not capable of being reduced, that he contented himſelf with a 
common ſuſpenſory bag, and found not the leaſt alteration in it, for 
the ſpace of three years. At the G8 this time he was Ae 
with a peripneumony, and died n 25 rohe uz 1 

I obtained leave to examine his body; and found, that what T had 
alice for a portion of otnentum was a collection of water in the cells 
of the tuniea communis of the ſpermatic veſſels, on the outſide of 
the cavity of thebabdomenʒ that nothing elſe had paſſed thro” the ten- 
don of th& oblique! thyſele ; and SIP the teſticle, and tunica a vagina 
lis: werd perfectly naffecte l. 

, /Notwithſtanding the account which this patient Had given of him- 
| ſelf; and of his having frequently reduced his rupture, I am ſatisfied 
that he never had one; and that his difeaf@ Had, from the firſt,” been 
what jon hſt oppeated to be There was flo fign bf a hernial fac ;, 
and tho the return of ſuch ſac back again into the belly, after it has 
been in the groit᷑ or ſerotum, is a thing much bod of by late wri- 
ters / I de hot believe that it ever happened. 

This lech truſs did not tels hard enough to produce Un aki 4 
and wabzthiought ft to have! kept his rupture u up; ald the ſymptotns, 
under whicli I found him labburing, were occaſioned merely by the 
2 ſubſtituted in the place of his truſs; which having 
large 
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large hard bolſters, and being buckled on very tight, preſſed — 
on the ſpermatic veſſels and loaded membrane. 


. 


Healthy middle-aged man applied to me one day, while . K was 
drefling the Hoſpital, and ſhewed me a conſiderable 5 in 
his ſcrotum. I examined it, and told him I believed it to conſiſt of 
water. He replied, he knew it ; for that Mr. Baker, then one of the 
ſurgeons of the Weſtminſter Infirmary, had a few days before drawn 
ſome from it by punQure with a lancet. Upon hearing this, I ed 
mined i it again, imagining that I might poſlibly' find 'it to be blood: 4 
(a circumſtance which now and then happens, after tapping a common 
hydrocele :) but still it appeared to me bo. have all'the marks of a tu- 
mor from water, and to be principally in the ſpermatic chord. The 
dartos was indeed a little thickened by the inſinuation of a mall 
quantity of a fluid into ſome of its cells, but the teſticle was much too 
plainly diſtinguiſhable, for the caſe to be taken for a hydrocele of the 
tunica vaginalis ; nor was the upper part of the proceſs, in that free 
ſtate in which it is moſt frequently found, in that diſeaſe.” I took 
him i into the Hoſpital, and ordered him to keep his bed, till I faw him 
the next day ; z at which time i paſſed a ſmall prey into the anterior 
part of the tumor a little higher than uſual; at firſt a limpid ſerum 
flowed freely; but that ſoon ſtopped, and 1 was neceſſitated to paſs a a 
probe frequently up the cannula, to of away the! reimainder' nei- 
ther could I, either by that means, br by preffure, redute the ſtro- 
tum to a proper ſize, or remove the fulneſs of the proceſs above. I 
ordered the part to be fomented night and morning, and the whole 
ſcrotum and groin to be covered with a ſoft pultice ; and that the 
ends | man 


"i. 


tated. 
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man ſhould take; a. ſolution of manna and glauber's ſalt thie next mor- 
ning. The applications. were dontinued, aud the purge repeated every 
ſecond or third day, for a fortnight; at the end of which time, the 
ſwelling was as large as When I firſt ſaw it, | | 
2 this interval of time, I frequently examined the parts ; and 
fqund the teſticle 1 much, more free, and independent, than. I had 
ever YT it in A ' hydrocele of the. tunica. yagipalis, . It appeared to me, 
from.the. kind of fluid which. had already been twice let out, and from 
the preſent appearance of the part, that no cure, would be, obtained 


without, laying. the hole open 5. but as;1, Was by AO, means certain, 
what was: the hreciſg nature of, the diſcaſe,, or in what tate the parts 
might be found. | infarmed the, man that it might poſſibiy become 
neceſſarx to remove, that teſticle, To this he conſented; and I made 


an, incißon, thro”. the. kin, from, the groin. down a8 low as the te- 
aide; ee if 1. had gf the proceſs, diſcaſed, to have cal 


'G — 4 201 d b 


＋ ncifion — 0 gde by a.large diſcharge, of water, not only 
from-the 1 lower. — where there ſeemed to have been a oonßdetable 
calleQion i in one cavity, but from the ſurface of the whole cellular 


membrane inclofing the ſpermatic veſſels. _ TW inding | this membrane no 


ather way diſeaſed, than by.the WALLY: diſtention of, i its cells, 93 went no 
farther with my operation, but filled the inciſion lightly, with foft, 
lint. For three or four days the diſcharge of ſerum was large; but 
that ceaſing, a; plentiful ſuppuration ſucceeded; 3 which was followed 


by.. 2 perſect ſabfidgace.. of the whole, tumor; 1. in due time the 


nen ohne. cure, 
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A* Gentleman about ie years of age, came out of the 
North, to London, for the aſſiſtance of Mr. William Sharpe, 
in the caſe of a large tumor of the ſcrotum which, he ſaid, had * 
coming five or ſix years. - 

The account which he gave of it was, that at firſt it was ſmall, 
eaſily (as he thought) put up, but came down again immediately ; 
which he attributed to his not having been accommodated with a pro- 
per bandage ; that at the end of about nine months, or rather more, 
he found that he could not reduce it at all, whatever pains he took, 
or whatever . poſture he put himſelf into; and that from this time, 
its increaſe had been daily more apparent. The caſe was bngular ; ; 
and Mr. Sharpe deſired me to ſee it with him. 

The ſcrotum was of a moſt prodigious ſize; it hung more than 
| half-way down to the patient's knee; it was very ill ſupported, by an 
aukward bag of his own making; and, toward the lower part, was. 
much ulcerated, by neglected excoriations. Different parts of the 
tumor felt very differently; in ſome places, it was hard; in ſome, 
ſoft; and in others, a thin fluid was palpably difcoverable. The 
ſpermatic proceſs was large and full, quite up to the groin ; the aper- 


ture in the abdominal muſcle was conſiderably dilated by it; and 


when the patient coughed, the whole tumor was manifeſtly diſtended : 
his ſtools were regular, his appetite good, his urine proper in quality, 
but very deficient in quantity ; his ſole complaints were, a pain in his 


back (proceeding as we ſuppoſe from the weight of the ſcrotum),, | 


and a languor and diſpiritedneſs, which he had not been accuſtomed 


to, and could not account for. $4 12 
e b The 


378 A T R EAT IS E o N 


The feel of ſome part of the tumor was like that of an inteſtinal 
hernia, in which there is no ſtricture, and the gut does its office in 
| ſcroto ; but other parts of it were fo unlike to this, and the upper 
part of it toward the groin was ſo large, and ſo hard, that we re- 
mainded in * doubt concerning the true nature of the con- 
tents. 

When we had ſufficiently examined FR tumor in an erect poſture, 
we put the patient into a ſapine one, which produced a conſiderable 
alteration in the appearances : the tumor became manifeſtly lefs, and 
ſofter; and ſeemed; by retiring, to occaſion a large ſwelling on that 
fide. of the belly, juſt above the os ilion, tending backward toward 
the region of the kidney. Upon continued preſſure, the contents of 
the ſcrotum feemed to recede ſtill more; and ſtill as they receded, the 
ſwelling on the ſide of the belly increaſed. When we had got up to a 
certain point, we could get up no more; but during our endeavours 
to return as much as we could, we elearly difcovered that the tumor 
in the ſcrotum, and that within the belly, were produced by the ſame 
body ; that there was a palpable: and free fluctuation, from the one 
to the other ; and that the harder parts were mere indurations, and 
thickenings of the integuments and common membrane. | 

The burden was fo great, that the patient was deſirous of being 
caſed, at any rate. We communicated to him our opinions, our 
ſuſpicions, fears, and ee 5 and told him what hazard might 
poſſibly be incurred, by acting according to the former, if we ſhould 
be miſtaken ; but he being determined 'to endeavour to obtain re- 
lief, at all events, and we being prepared, as well as we could, for 
whatever might happen, made a ſmall ineiſton into the _ and 
anterior part of the tumid ſcrotum. 

As ſoon as we had divided the ſkin, a quantity of clear limpid wa- 

ter burſt forth, of which we caught above a * and then the open- 


ing 
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ing was ſtopped, by ſomething which thruſt itſelf out, and looked 
like a piece of cellular membrane loaded with water. We cut a part 
of it off, and gently puſhed back the reft with a probe ; while by mo- 
derate and continued preſſure, v we drained off eleven Wincheſter pints 
of water. 

When we could get no more away, we would have enlarged the 


opening; but our patient found himſelf ſo lightened, and fo caſy, that 
he would not permit it. 


The ſcrotum, it is true, was conſiderably leſſened; but in no pro- 
portion to the quantity of water which had been drawn off: the 
whole ſpermatic proceſs, from the teſticle quite up to the belly, was 
Rill large and full ; and the abdominal opening ſtill dilated by a large 
body paſſing thro' it; but, as the ſwelling in the belly could not now 

be felt in any poſture, and as the ſcrotum was reduced to ſuch a fize 
as to be eaſily ſupportable by a bag truſs, he determined to wait the 

effect of what had already been done. In little more than a month we 
| ſaw him again; the tumor in the fide of the belly was as apparent, 
the fluctuation as palpable, and the burden as great as when we firſt 
ſaw him. His health was ſtill good in general; but his face appeared 
to me to be more pale and wan, and he complained ſtill more of thirſt 
and Janguor. 

As we were now ſure of the nature of the contents, we divided the 
whole ſcrotum from the bottom upward. The lower part was formed 
into acyſt, or bag, made by the preſſure of the water, which was 
diſcharged upon the firſt introduction of the knife; but all the reſt 
of the tumor was formed by the diffuſion of ſerum thro” all the 
ſtructure of the-tunica communis, the cells of which were all much 
enlarged with it, quite up to the groin; the teſticle being very 
diſtin&, and free from diſeaſe. The ſerum oozed freely from all 
parts of this. membrane by gentle preſſure; and as it ſeemed to ſub- 
r | ide 
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fide conſiderably thereby, we meddled no farther, but contented our- 
ſelves with filling the incifion lightly with ”— lint, -and ſuſpending 
the ſcrotum in a bag truſs. 

During the firſt two or three days, the dicharge of water was 
conſtant and plentiful; and the ſore was (as might be expected) crude 
and undigeſted; but without any of that inflammatory hardneſs and 
ſwelling, which wounds, made in ſuch parts, in healthy ſanguine 
people, generally have; on the contrary, the lips were flaccid, and 
ſoft: it is true, he was perfectly free from fever or pain, and, except 
the circumſtances juſt mentioned of thirſt and languor, he had no ap- 
parent diſorder; but they were great and troubleſome. The diſcharge 
of water continued large, and his wound neither digeſted nor inflamed ; 
nor did it wear any the leaſt appearance of gangrene, or mortification ; 
his languor and anxiety increaſed daily; and on the 14th day from 
that of the operation, he died; the ſore ſtill wearing the ſame face. 

Upon opening his body, we found all the cellular membrane which 
| inveſted the ſpermatic veſſels within the abdomen loaded with water, 
and diſtended in a very irregular manner, from the origin of the ſaid 
veſſels quite down to the opening of the oblique muſcle; at this place 
it was contracted into a round, or rather a flattiſh body, of leſs fize, 
but ſtill fo large, as to dilate the opening in the tendon conſiderably. 
Below this it was again expanded, and diſtended with water, thro all its 
cells; but the teſticle, and its tunica vaginalis, were in a ſound ſtate, 
and perfectly unaffected by the diſeſe. | 
Was it the large diſcharge of ſerum, or the free diviſion of mem- 
branous parts, which occaſioned this gentleman' s death? For my own 
part, I am inclined to attribute it to the former ; for though an inci- 
ſion, made in parts of ſuch ſtructure, and ſo diſeaſed, does ſometimes 
prove fatal, yet the parts themſelves in ſuch caſe generally ſhew, by a 
gangrenous or mortified appearance, what ſhare ſuch operation has in 
* patient's deſtruction, 4 3 * 


In 
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In this caſe, there was indeed no digeſtion, nor any of that inflam- 
mation, which always precedes ſuppuration; nor, on the other hand, 
was there any appearance like gangrene or ſphacelus; but his manner 
of dying was very much like that of thoſe who are 3 by large 


hzmnorrha ges. 


7 Be encyf ed Hyadracele of the Tunica communis | 


HIS ſpecies of Hydrocele has its ſeat in this ſame part as the 

preceding, viz. the tunica communis, or cellular membrane, 
which inveſts the ſpermatic veſſels ; with this difference, that, in the 
former, the water is diffuſed in general thro' all the cells of the mem- 
brane ;- whereas in this, it is contained in one cavity only. If any of 
the three kinds of hydrocele deſerves the name of encyſted, it is this. 
The water which conſtitutes it being all contained in a bag, formed in 
the ſame manner, as all the coats, of all encyſted tumors are, VIZ. 
by mere preſſure, and condenſation of the common membrane. 

It is a complaint by no means infrequent, eſpecially in children. 
It was very well known to many of the ancients, and has been very 
m deſcribed by ſome of them® but. later writers have often 

* nenn 


* By Albuoalis, by Celſus, Paulus Akire, and others. The laſt has varticularly 
diſtinguiſhed this kind of hydrocele, from that of the tunica vaginalis, by a very juſt de- 
ſcription of both: Si humor in membrana ſupernata cojerit, tumor alterius teſticuli 
© imaginem exhibet. Quibus in Erythroide tunica humor comprehenſus eſt tumor ro- 
« tundus paululum, et ovi modo Fg N26 : 195 teſticulus in prone be ff . non venit, 
4% ut qui undiquaque ſit implicitus “ 

The former of theſe AA. our couptryman Pere Lowe, . moſt probbl co. 
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miſtaken it for, and repreſented it as, a ſpecies. of wind-rupture, or 
pneumatocele; a diſeaſe exiſting in their imagipations only. It moſt 
frequently poſſeſſes the middle part of the proceſs, between the teſti- 
cle and groin, and is generally of an oblong figure; whence it has by 
ſome people been compared to an egg, by others to a fiſh's bladder. 


332 


Whether it be large or ſmall, it is generally pretty tenſe, and conſe- 


quently the fluctuation of the water within it, not always immediately 
or eaſily. perceptible ; for which reaſon it has been ſuppoſed to contain 
air only. It gives no pain, nor (unleſs it be very large indeed) does 
it hinder any neceſſary action. It is perfectly circumſcribed ; and has 
no communication, either with the cavity of the belly above, or that 
of the vaginal coat of the teſticle below it. The teſtis and its epi- 


didymis, are perfectly and diſtinctly to be felt below the tumor, and 


are abſolutely independent of it. The upper part of the ſpermatic 
* proceſs 


pied, when be fays, « It is ſometimes inoloſed in a membrane, and appeareth like 2 


4 third teſticle,” 


Heiſter ſpeaks of this ſpecies of hydrocele as very rare, only quotes the authority of 
others to prove. its. exiſtence, and ſeems in ſome meaſure to confound it with a collection 
of fluid ia a congenial hernial ſae. 

Page 842, he ſays, Quandoque tamen etiam, ut nonnulli autores reſerunt, 3 in pe- 
4 ritonæi proceſſu, ſupra teſticulum, liquor præter naturam colligitur: imo etiam in 
4 productione peritonzi, ab inteſtinorum hernia orta, copioſum liquorem in cadavere, 


4 ſectione aliquando deprehendi.” And in a note on this paſſage he adds, ** Weideman- 
nus, nec non Boerhavius, itemque Garengeotus et Dranius memorant iſtiuſmodi hy- 


« droceles caſus quandoque.obſervari.; ubi digito contingi teſticulus queat; atque tune 
& ſupra teſticulum in peritonzi proceſſu tumorem et conſiſtere. In enterocele 


mitem contrarium quandoque uſu venire, propterea quod inteſtina interdum, ut ſu- 


et pra monui, uſque in tunicam-vaginalem, per ſeptum lud naturale, quod tellicuſum a 
ac? garte ſuperiori proceſſus peritonei diſtinguit penetraverunt.“ 

«© Sed rari admodum ſint neceſſe eſt, ad quos modo laudati autores provocant caſus, 
Ego ſane quanquam plurimos homines enterocele, non minus quam hydrocele laboran- 
tes ſanaverim, nunquam tomen adhuc ita rem inveni,“ &c. 
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proceſs in the groin is moſt frequently very diſtinguiſhable, The ſwel- 
ling does not retain the impreſſion of the fingers; and when lightly 
ſtruck upon, ſounds as if it contained wind only. It undergoes no 
alteration from change of the patient's poſture; nor is affected by his 
coughing, | ſneezing, 8 and has no effect on the diſcharge per 
anum. 

Theſe marks (while the diſeaſe is ſimple and Acee det with any 
other) are ſufficient to diſtinguiſh it by, from all others which may affect 
the ſame part; but it ſometimes happens, that the preſent complaint is 
found connected either with a true hernia, or with a hydrocele of the 
tunica vaginalis ; by which the caſe is rendered complex, and leſs eaſy 
to be underſtood. 

In this, as in every other caſe where, from a complication of ſymp- 
toms and appearances, a combination of diſeaſes may be ſuſpected, 
there is but one method of inveſtigating the truth; which is, to con- 
ſider carefully what diſorders the part aggrieved is naturally liable to ; 
what the diſtin ſymptoms and appearances of each of thoſe are; and 
what are the effects of the preſent. complaint. The two diſeaſes with 
which this kind of hydrocele is moſt likely to be combined are, as 
J aid: before, an hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis teſtis, and a true 
hernia; the parts within the groin, the ſpermatic proceſs, and the 
ſcrotum being the ſeat of all three, ee 
One mark, or characteriſtic of an hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis 
teſtis is, that it poſſeſſes and diſtends the inſerior part of the ſcrotum; |. 
and that the teſticle being nearly, (tho not abſolutely) ſurrounded-by 
the Water, it very ſeldom happens, that the former can be clearly 
and plainly diſtinguiſhed by the fingers of an examiner; whereas in 
the encyſted collection, in the membranes of the chord, the tumor 


is always above the teſticle, which i is obrious and plain to be felt be- 
low it. nk WH $1811 
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Another circumſtance worth attending to is, that altho' the fluid 
in a hydrocele of the vaginal coat does ſo nearly ſurround the teſtis as to 
render it often not very eaſy to be diſtinguiſhed, yet the different parts of 
the tumor have always a very different feel: for inſtance, in all thoſe 
points where the vaginal tunic is looſe, and unconnected with the tunica 
albuginea, the tumor is ſoft and compreſſible, and gives a clear idea of 
the contained fluid; but when theſe two coats are continuous, or make 
one and the ſame membrane, and have no cavity between them (which i is 
the caſe on the middle and poſterior part) there will always be found a 
hardneſs and firmneſs, very unlike to what is to be found in all thoſe 
places, where the diſtance “ between the two tunics leaves room for the 
collection of a fluid: now the hydrocele of the chard being formed 
in the mere cellular membrane of it, is the ſame to the touch in all 
the parts of the number, d * like a b N bladder thro Nr 
point of it. I's . 

The free ſtate of the: upper part of the gene OY while the 
tumor is forming below ; the gradual accumulation of the fluid, and 
| conſequently the gradual growth of the ſwelling ;- the indolent and 
unaltering ſtate of it: its being incapable of reduction, or return 
into the belly from the firſt ; its being always unaffected by the pa- 

tient's coughing, or or ſneezing ;. and the uninterrupted freedom of the 
fecal diſcharge per anum, will always diſtinguiſh it from an inteſti- 

nal hernia; and he mo it for an nee _ be 1 
ignorant, or very heedleſs. unn obe 
No, altho' there may not en de ſ uch aden wks as Sy. 
to the eye, explain the combination of theſe diſeaſes with each other; 
yet * en, = and eee 0 nb ng known, and the 
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60 bera eſt, in concava et poſteriori ipſi adhereſcit ex peritonæo 9 trahens.“ Pau- 
hs Egiaera, 8 


8 
2 3 


ſenſations which they produce to the fingers of an intelligent examiner 
being well underſtood, hen ſuch mixed characteriſtics are found in 
the ſame ſubject, we may reaſonably conclude the caſe to be N 
955 act accordingly. f goth ng bo ef hoh zb 4 

I haye, indged, ſeen1an, encyſted thydradele, ſituated ſa. higb bd 
che groin, as to render the perception of the ſpermatic veſſels very ob- 
ſcure, ot even impractigable; but then, the ſtate and appearanee f 
the teſticle, and ithe abſence of ;eyery, ſymptom proceeding from bon- 
e pe the worte, were (ufficient marks of the tus ha- 
turg f the complaint. 1 orni Niue 33 bis 67 Bd N i 


Infants are much more object to. this diſeaſe, than adults; tho "IM 


| often affects the latter. 2 


* Idee! por? — . 115 n 8 un 
1 children, it frequently diflipates 3 in a ſhort rime, eſpecially 6 
fied bY KO fomentation, and f open belly. MW 21608 AT 
"i it does not gliſperſe, that jo, If it be hot abforbed; the rabitof d 
lancet will give diſcharge to the water; and, in young children, will 


45 moſt Frequent y produce a cure: but in adults, the of formed by the 


vitlon thro! its whole length 3 which. operation may, in general be a5 
forte ith great aſe, and. perfect lakety : 1.fay in- general, | becauſe 
it is“ mo 4 - frequently | ſo.; tho al. &.ſfcen, : even this, ſlight as it may 


4 1 


ſeem, prove. troubleſome, hazardous ;and. fatal. Of ſach conſequence 


are wounds i in ene parts in ſome particular habits, | 
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dat. Gxtern years eld was 1 Fato Sk. Berbel 2 
ee ee which be had been told was a Fop- | 
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pris none hs ge of: an oblong Seer began juſt" beloy Ne 
exit of the: ſpermatic veſſels from the belly, and extended to the bot- 
tom of the: ſorotum; but im the middle of it was a deprefiion, or 
1 ſtricture, which ſeemed to divide it nearly into two > equal parts. The 
upper part was ſo high, that I ebuld not frel the ſpermatic proceſs at 
all ſatisfactorily; and altho there was palpably,a a fluid in the whole of 
| the ſwelling, yet the upper and lower parts of it d not ſeem to com- 
' municate with each other; at leaſt the 12 thro' them was not | 
| _ - diſcernible! As he had never had any ymptom of a true hernia, and 
3 2s the account he gave of the gradual formation of the tumor Joined 
to tha fluctustion, &c. convinced me that it was principally if not 
totally water, T picrced' the lower part carefully, and drew off nearly 
half a pint of yellowiſh ſetum 1 by which means the ſcrotum. became : 
immediately empty! and rugous, aa che teſticle clearly diſtinguiſhable; - 
but the upper part of the felling remalned i large and as fenſe as be- 0 
fore, not could Tiby Wy moans $ obtain a trop of fluid more from. * F 
low. aidat zel 0 20000 a e eee no nen . 
HI be next day I ordered PR briſk purge, which operated well; 
and two or three days after, being ſatisfied. that the inteſtinal canal 
could have no ſhare in the complaint, I thruſt a lancet into the ante- 
rior part of the upper tumor ; by which means a quantity of limpid 
ſerüin a4 diſcharged, and the whole ſwelting immediately diſappeared, 
leaving the ſpermatic veſſels free, and eaſily diſtinguiſhable. | 
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nttle more, he came to me again, with he lower: part of the ſetotum 
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Go I ” # + 


full, but without any appearance of the n above In ſhort, his for- 
mer ſtate conſiſted of a complication of the; encyſted hydrocele of the 
ſpetinatic | ol with that of. the tunica _yaginalis. teſtis 3 the for 


- was 1 LE, the firſt punQure, the latter was: non ar l 96: 
e * ; NN 15 
 Eonbdering! the lads $ age had a, 1 adviſed him to fcb 
mit to the operation fot the radical cure by inciſion ; which operation 5 
was performed, and he got well in about ſeven weeks: nor has had 
any return of either complaint, ſine. | 
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Man about thirty-five, who had for ſome years been troubled 
with a hydrocele of the tunica, vaginalis, which had often been 
pad by punctute, came to me for advice. 
| The relling i in the ſcrotum, he ſaid, was now about one third of 
the fize, i it uſed to be of, when he had been accuſtomed- to have it. 

ta 1 it was not tenſe, was of an irregular figure, and plainl7ß 
it's 0 fluid. But it was not on gecount of this * be * | 
plied 1 to me. LR ot 1 
n Within two months paſt he had. 1 another dall Fevlling; 1 
higher up towards his groin, perfectly diſtinct from the lower ons: 
it Was about the ſize of the largeſt F nic walnut, of an oblong figure, 
abſolutely indolent, very tenſe, and left the ſpermatie arr at ite 7 
exit from the abdomen, perfectiy inn n be 

From the appearance which theſe tumors wade, and from rags: 
tient ; account, { mide no doubt of the nature of the caſe, vix. that 
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Heb upper one was made by a collection of Vater, ig a cyſt, ot 0 
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the cellular membrane which a ine tunica communis of th the. 2 
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e ſmäll winter gland full" VF legt limpid rum. he tumor im- 
mediately fubſided, t I an Wt ry W 5. 
the lower ſwelling was not at all affected by what had q been gone z bre 

The punctute Was elf im A A GENS #1 Mie by drocets ' "the, Va. 
ginal coat, not being full 25 to Was deten i t 
nbt permit me to imeddle- with tak. At the end df RU oils” 
he ſent for me; his hydrocele was full atid' large, >” but he Bad not the 
ſmalleſt appearance of the tumor in the proceſs. The water was 
let out by puncture, as uſual; as it has been ſeve vexal times fince ; but 


he has never ſuffered: any return of ch collection in ay N 


La about” foutteth i was brought” into! bt. "Barticto- 1 


- miew's Hofpital for a rupture; which a ſurgeon (who had feen ' 


* n 


I found a large tumor, full, and tight, p flefling the whole  Ipermatic 


| praceſs/and ſcrotum, from tlie 525 quite St to the 9 5 
vhich was independent of it, and perfectly diftingdithable;" As he lay 


TG! 


on his back, ĩt was perfectly indolent; bur in an erect poſtpre, Bo 


the action of ſtoopingz ho complained of pain; it . Was "ndt t tender | o.th 
touch, unleſs preſſed hard; and it Was "nearly of <qual f ſize Lot 
top the bottom: it bors ſo hard again the RA Ns dam, 
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Hina dere}: had told his friends, was not in a fituation to. admit de- 5 
lay; and it being my week for accidents, 15 was ſent for immediately... 
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nal mulcle, chat I could, by no means, feel the ſpermatic proceſs: 
he ſaid, that it had appeared within a week 3 and, tit he had had no 
ſtool for five days paſt. , 

'Some of theſe were circumſtances of i importance, and ie be oc 
caſioned hy a. ſtricture on the inteſtinal canal: but, on the other hand, 
his pulſe was ſoft, calm and quiet, and his ſkin cool: he had neither 
tight belly, nauſea, hiccough, nor vomiting; nor any other ? Symptont 
(general or particular) deducible from ſuch cauſe. . 

Frbm the mere appearance, and feel of the tumor, I ſhould have 
ſuppoſed it to have been cauſed, by water; but the difficulty of diſtin- 
guiſhing the ſpermatic proceſs above, the freedom of the teſticle below, 
and the want of ſtools, made me heſitate. 

But tho I was in ſome doubt concerning the preciſe nature of the 

caſe, yet I was very clear, there was no immediate neceſſity for an ope- 
ration. Therefore having found, that I could not return any part of 

the wbntehts of the tumor into the belly, I took away fixteeh ounces. 
of blood! from his arm, ordered a glyſter to be thrown up immediately, 

y and two ſpoonfuls of a purging mixture to be taken ad wo Beit 
until a plentiful diſcharge per anum ſhould be procured. | 5 

He took his mixture only tw / ice, and had" fix large ſtools that after- 
noòft; and when I-faw him the next mornin g. he was perfectly well i in 
health, but the tumor exactly the ſame. I examined it again, ahd 
agitn, and was ſtill more poſitive that it contained a fluid; but Whether 
char uit was in the tunica cotimunis, or in a hernial fac, I could by no 
means be cle: However, as there was no poflible method of getting 

rid of it but by an opening, I determined to make one with . 
caution, as to be prepared for whatever might happen. Ef doen | 

F made a mall inciſion, into the anterior, and lower part: when 1 | 
had Uivided the ſlein and cellular membrane, 1 found 2 firm hard mem | 

bran Wh He for the fac of an hernia: this I divided with the 
E 121 | 8 ſame 
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ſame caution, 1 gave diſcharge, to a conſiderable,quantity of ſerum; 
| upon 1 which the whole ſwelling immediately ſubſided, the ſpermatic 
proceſs appeared i in a natural ow 125 che an in che 5 gte 4 
dilatel. 
f The inciſion was deltec Faperficially, and healed i in a Fw dev? 
Within leſs than half a year hñe came to me again, with the ſwel- 
ling as large, and under the ſame apparent circuraſtances, as before, 
His habit was ſo good, and I fo well remembered the toughneſs of the 
cyſt, at the ſirſt operation, that I made no ſcruple of adviſing him 
ta have it laid open thro its whole N To this he ee f 


| and obtained u perſeck cure, ock: yon Dann mel itt! 
. — . 7 3 N - 
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w & 
f 


'c l 8. * EY RE oO» 
'7 N o N T 
Are Hime 3 FIRE to one ol Fg: nod _ St, - Bartho« ; 
| lomew's Hoſpital, came thither for advice concerning a rupture; 
which, he ſaid, che ſurgeons i in das country: had n nn. to * 0 
up, but had never ſuccecded. 407 . 
The groin and all che upper: part of the Cori was 23 le . bull, but 
the teſticle below very fair, and diſtinct from the tumor. The account 
which he gave was, that he firſt perceived the beginning of the ſwel- 
ling, in the eyening of a day in which he had ridden a very hard fox 
chace, and had been a, good deal hurt by a fall over his horſe's head. 
That at firſt it was ſmall z and that it had gradually increaſed. ever ſince. 
That it had never been up fince it firſt appeared. That he conſtantly 
felt a dull kind of uneaſineſs-in it; and that it was. very troubleſome 
to him when on horſeback; which he was frequently obliged to be, as 
his buſineſs, was that of an huntſman. I examined the caſe carefully, 


and was ſarisfed that i it was water, e the vaginal coat of the 
teſticle. 


I 


- 


neſs in his countenance, which had-an unhealthy appearance; his legs 


were rather too full; and he had, for a little while paſt, been under 


the direction of a phyſician in the country. 


I did not like his appearance, conſidering him as the ſubſet of - an 
operation, and therefore adviſed him to return into the county. and 


continue to follow his doctor's direction. 

At the diſtance of three or four months, he came to the hoſpital 
again, He had now the appearance of yery good health. His coun- 
tenance was freſh; his appetite keen; his urine in proper quantity ; 
and his legs fine, His tumor was larger; and he ſaid it was become 


ſo troubleſome, that if ſomething was not done for it, he muſt gun his | 


ſervice, and go to the pariſh. - 


7 having apprized him, how much that added to the hazard of any at- 


tempt toward curing him, I made an incifion the whole length of % 


the tumor, and gave diſcharge to a Eanillderable quantity of clear wa- 
ter. 

The eyſt was fem and thick, and formed i in the common o tela cellu- 
lola of the chord. SET 

For three days the wound diſcharged a large quantity of ſerum, 
but it neither became tumid, nor inflamed ; his pulſe became hard, 


and frequent; he was thirſty, and reſtleſs, and had a languor in his . 
countenance, Which 1 did not like. On the fourth day the dif- 


charge of water cealed, but the inciſion Mill remained cold, lax and 
flabby ; and was ſo far from, ſufwing any. N to e that, 

on the exntrary;! the edges began to be livid. 
Bark, and cordial medicines, were vreſeribed by the phyſician ; 2 
fomentation, gy and Animated ro dreſſin 88 were applied ; 
| but 
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teſticle, He had for ſome time worn a truſs, which had rendered the | 
part uneaſy; had lived freely with regard to liquour; had a yellow- 


I could have wiſhed, that his former 138 had teen different; ; but 
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| but ih no purpoſe. - On the ſixth day he complained of a bur ning: heat 
Ei _- back and kidneys, While his extremities. were e 
I on the ſeventh he became; delirious, and chak evening died. a Ab BY 
| 75 „A the cellular mombra ang; fl the 1 is, add.,ahout!. the a wn 
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| * ZLE. third ſpebies of this diſcaſe, 3 is that-aihich js:confinedicothe \ 
Vaginal coat, - 'or bag which lol envelopes, the teſticle. in 
the Horz anatgical Ppount, already given of. the profudtion;fitacture, 
= fituation, of this tunic, it has been . chat. i in 9-natucaly-; - 
bly ſtats, its cavity always. contains a ſms e Lack Wige Aud 
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all its cells; the other by a collection of it, in one particular cyſt or 
bag: that which makes our preſent ſubject has no concern or con- 
nection with that membrane at all, but is 8 confined to the 
tunica vaginalis teſtis,* | 
It is a diſeaſe from which no time of life is exempt not ot only adults 
are ſubject to it, but young children are frequently afflicted with it; 
and infants ſometimes born with it. What is the immediately produ- 
cing cauſe, I will not take upon me to affirm, Ruyſch is of opinion, 
that it proceeds from a varicoſe ſtate of the ſpermatic veſſels. What 
real foundation there may be for ſuch conjecture, I cannot ſay; certain 
it is, that the ſpermatic veſſels are very frequently found varicoſe, in 
perſons afflicted with this kind of hydrocele ; but whether ſuch ſtate of 
theſe parts ought to be regarded as a cauſe, or as an effect of the di-. 
ſeaſe, is a matter worth enquiring into. ö Ane 
In Morgagni are ſome obſervations on the ſtate of the 70 con- 
cerned, particularly the inſide of the tunica vaginalis, and outſide of 
the albuginea ; which, if repeated and COU may poſſibly lead us 
on to farther information. 9091 
| In 


* Fallopius, altho' he was unacquainted with the real and true origin and nature of | 
this diſeaſe; and ſuppoſed its manner of production to be very unlike what it really is 3 
has yet given a very juſt account of the appearance, both of this, and of the former: 
Alia vero eſt hernia aquoſa, in qua aqua diſtillat per vaſa et venas, occulto modo, ac 
s ſenfim ad fcrotum. Hæc autem eſt duplex; alia in qua continetur aqua in membrang_ 
© adnata, et in proprio folliculo; alia in qua continetur in inguinali tunica gue teflem ve- 
fit. Cognoſcitur aquam eſſe in tunica adnata, quia'ſeparatur' teſtis a parte aquaſa mani- 
c bus; præterea, iſta hernia habebit propriam circumſcriptionem,, aliquando rotundam, ali- 
quando ovalem. Si autem fit in vaginali, non poſſumus amplius arripere et AAintume, 
« x Ln ab hernia; Tuche in eden loco et aqua, et teſtis ſunt conſtituti.” : 
| 3 | Gap. FaLLOPIUS. | 
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In the mean time; from all the ciroumſtunces attending the com- 
plaint, it is-prettycclear,| that whatever tends to- increaſe! the ſeeretion 
of the fluid! into the ſucculus, beyond: the due and neceſſary quantity, 
or to prevent its being taken up, and carried off, by the proper abſor- 
bent veſſels, muſt contribute to its production; which is ſo flow, and 
_ gradual; and at the ſame time ſo void of pain that the patient ſeldom 
attends; to it; until it has artived to ſome ſize. Not but that it ſome- 
times ĩs produced very ſuddenly; and in _ I of: time at- 
tains conſiderable magnitude. 8 
Tho ſixe and figurs of the: tumor are en in dest nen aud 
under different circumſtagces. In general, at- its firſt beginning it is 
rather round; but as it increaſes, it frequently aſſumes a pyriform 
kind of figure, with its larger: extremity downward: ſometimes: it is 
hard, and almoſt incompreſſible; ſo much ſo, that, in ſome few in- 
ſttances, it has been miſtaken for an induration of the teſticle: at other 
times it. is ſo ſoft and lax, that both: the teſtiole, andi the fluid:ſur- 
trounding it, are oaſily diſcoverable. It is perfectly indolent, in itſelf; 
though its weight does ſometimes produce ſome ſmall degree of unea- 
ſineſs in the back. The great characteriſtic (as it is called) of this 
diſeaſe, and on which almoſt all writers have agreed to lay the greateſt 
ſtreſs, and. to reſt their proof of the; nature of the diſorder, I mean 
the tranſparency of the tumor, is the: moſt fallible, and unoertain ſign 
belonging to it: it is a circumſtance which does not depend upon the 
quantity, color, or conſiſtence of the fluid conſtituting the diſeaſe, fo 
much as on, the uncertain thickneſs, or thinneſs of the e ee 
and of the common membranes af the ſerotum. 
If they are thin, the fluid .limpid, and the accumulation made ſo 
quick as not to give tlie tunica vaginalis” time to thicken much, the 
rays of light may ſometimes be ſeen to paſs through the tumor : but 
this is accidental, and by no means to 0 nn upon. Whoever 
| would 
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4 be acquainted with this diſorder, muſt learn to diſtinguiſh it by 
other, and thoſe more certain, marks; or he will be apt to fall into 
very diſgraceful, as well as pernicious blunders: The color of the 
fluid is very different and uncertain : ſometimes it is of a pale yellow, 
or ſtraw-color ; ſometimes it is inclined to a greenith caft ; ſometimes 
it is dark, turbid, and a and ee en e 
limpid. n 
In the beginning of the diſeaſe, if the water be otutiblieel 
flowly, and the 'tunica vaginalis thin and lax, the teſticle may eaſily 
be perceived; but if the faid tunic be firm, or the water accumulated 
in any conſiderable quantity, the teſtis cannot be felt at all; and other 
ſymptoms, or marks, muſt be attended to. In moſt caſes, the ſper- 
matic veſſels may be diſtinctly felt at their exit from the abdominal 
muſcle, or in the groin ; which will always diſtinguiſh this complaint, 
from an inteſtinal hernia (the diſeaſe which it is moſt likely to be con- 
founded with). Tt does indeed now and then happen, that the vaginal 
coat is diſtended fo high, and is ſo full, that it is extremely difficult, 
nay almoſt impoſſible, to feel the ſpermatic proceſs ; and it alſo ſome- 
times happens, that the ſame kind of obſcurity is occaſioned by the 
addition of an encyſted collection of water in the membrane of the 
chord; or by the caſe being combined with a true enterocele. Theſe 
circumſtances are not very frequent, but yet do'occur often enough 
to render it well worth while to mention! them; and to ſignify that, 
when they are met with, recourſe muſt be had to other marks. 
The general notion formed of this diſeaſe is, that it conſiſts of a 
ta, filled with a fluid, in the middle of which the teſticle Range ſuſ- 
pepded, and by whioh it is compleatly ſurrounded. © 
This idea is not only erroneous, and contrary to fact, but may be 
1 of very miſchievous conſequences in practice. Fo or from ö 
uch conception (X's rather miſconception) of the ſtate {and Waller 
Wn eee | 5108 
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of the parts, it may be inferred, that all points of the tumor are 
equally fit for ſuch! operation as may become neceſſary for the diſ- 
charge of the fluid; which is ſo far from being the caſe, that in ſome 
parts of it, ſuch operation is perfectly ſafe, eaſy, and harmleſs; in 
other it Is, ; bazar eus, painful, and. may be productive of the moſt 
'dreadful gant be Whoever will -take the pains to examine the 
| ſtructure g diſpobition of the ap coats. of the teſticle (the albugi- 
nea + . — Tae at in one a nl ace ſo 1 


other part they 1 abſolutely unc eben r that * che great di- 


latability of the latter, * large quantity of flaid may be accumu- 
lated.“ 


In a waste ich is Gierably full,” the „ of this union is the 
| poſteribr, a and, faperior, © I path her the poſterior, and middle part of the 
tumor. A; punchure ot incigon made here, cannot anly, do no ſervice, 
as it cannot Teach the. Water, and therefore canyot anſwer the inten- 
tion for which i t 0 ught to be made; but muſt injure the teſticle, or its 
epididymis, 20 FR, do great miſchief ; whereas. an opening made 
in every ather } Party owl. not only give. diſcharge, t to the Mater, but can 
52 de no Falte a! is free: from all kind of dangers. SE 
3 This natural connection between, the, 1 
: | binder pally is ths reaſon, why, in A. Ih 
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n that part of the 
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2 « Hu 107. magna ex parte, n tunics ritt cide 1 been ambiente, in 
partem ante ih i balligitut ; qua Pol fun membrang i a a tefticuls feparatur.” 
4-83 © I W ED . Pavrus KoNkTA. 


_ Mr. Le Dran, "Whoſe ae 13 praftical age ſtands deſervedly high, ſeems to be 
ls clear in his idea, and leſs perſpicuous in his account of this diſeaſe; than of moſt 
others: his account is, < Une veſſie aqueuſe placee ſur Pun: de teſticules, auquel elle eſt 


e adherente; et comme elle devient quelquefois tres groſſe, elle remplit preſque tout. le 


« ſcrotum.” This does not (at leaſt to 8 convey an idea that the ſeat of this diſeaſe 
"is within me tunica vegas teſtis, m 
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He Tus HYDROCELE,} xc. 397 
tutor feels ſo very unlike to every eher In that, the tanica! albu- 5 
ginea, and vaginalis, being immediately continuous, no water can get . 
between them; and therefore, the fingers of an intelligent examiner 
muſt immediately diſcover the firmneſs, and hardneſs Var iſing from the 
union of theſe parts: in all 6thers, the two membranes being uncon- 
nected, and affording a void ſpice for the collection of en mus. 
tuation of it will always be diſtinguiſh able 
This is a circumſtance which muſt fortever diſcriminate: 4 n 
hydrocele, of the tunica vaginalis, from the anaſarcous ſwelling of 
the ſerotum; from the encyſted hydrocele of the chord; and. from 
the inteſtinal hernia. The firſt is every where equal, tumid and ſoft; 
and every where equally receives, and retains, the impreſſion of the 
fingers: The ſecond, though circumſcribed, not very compreſlible, 
and affording the ſenſation of fluctuation, yet does not pit; and is 
alike to the touch in all parts of it: and in the third, if the teſticle 
be diſtinguiſhable at all, it is found at the en part of the whoſe 
tumor. 
An indurated, or ſchirrhous teſticle has 11885, very frequently, a — 
quantity of fluid lodged in its vaginal coat; which is a circumſtance 
not to. be wondered at; the diſeaſed ſtate of the gland being ſufficient 
to account for the non-execution of the abſorbent faculty; and conſe- 
quently, for tlie collection of the water. But although part of this 
mixed tumor is undoubtedly owing to a fluid, and ſuch fluid as is 
Todged within -the vaginal coat, yet it is a very different diſeaſe from 
the true ſimple hydrocele, and ought not to be confounded with it 5 
one of theſe marks of the latter being the natural,” ſoft, healthy ſtate - 
of the teſticle; and the charaQeriſtic of me Roemer; mien its dif- 


caſed, and indurated inlargement.“ | 
This 


„Wen I ſay natural, ſoft, and healthy ſtate of the teſticle, I do not mean, that the 


teſticle, in a true, ſimple, pydrocele, is never altered from its natura . when unaf- 
9 | . a &:4. 


. _ _ method of conduct, which, if followed, muſt miſlead, the-ſurgeony. and fubject che pa- 
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This is a point of more conſequence, ian it may perhaps, upon 
| ahi view; ſeem to be. It not only regards the definitions, but 
the treatment of the diſcaſes ; and being rightly underſtood, and at- 
tended to, or not, may be productive of much good or ill. 
We are, by moſt of the writers on this ſubject, adviſed in opera- 
ting for the radical cure of an hydrocele, to regard carefully the ſtate 
and condition of the teſticle; and, if we find it enlarged, hardened, 
putrid, fungous, or any other way really diſeaſed, to remoye it im- 
| mediately': which advice, within proper limitations, is certainly 
good. A teſticle in almoſt any of the juſt- men tioned circumſtances, 
ought undoubtedly to be removed: but theſe cautions, have nothing to 
do with the true, ſimple hygrocele z and can relate only to the diſ- 
caſed; the ſchirrhous, or the canceraus teſticle. When theſe diſor- 
ders are the ſubject of conſideration, then ſuch hints and, cautions 
make a very neceſſary Pert of it; aa oy can have de gangen with 
wr pg og aorotnr at 1 tei zt i ls ie side tin OTE 2 


r * [16230p5! 8.2 12 2002 144; 3}; , y 
ecken by any; dente; 1 know the contrary I know that the tftcl, ina a ydwods, is 
very fieguently. enlarged.in ſize, and relaxed. in ſtructure, as well as that its ſpermatic 

veffels are often varicoſe: 1 uſe the me in e to the diſcaſed indurated Race of 
this cher Wos teſfis. 

% Namque bi forte vel n 0 nde * alia qunban corrupt o be- 
mens tefticulum invaſit, falutarius exſeindere. . Aenne. 

Ibis is alſo. the Goring Q of meſt of the writers, a jayge,mumþer in 7 wha ral 
co 75 each of der, | th | by their ide ideas of geen ang 3 in n NR method of treat- 
ing them. | | - . 

Not writing from praQive, or from what they have ſeen, they kay: aide cn ; 

Weben. article,of the ſimple hydrocele, which: never occur ; and have directed a 


tient to pain, fatigue, and even loſs of parts, without any the leaſt neceſſity. Under 
' the head of radical cure of the Gmple, hydracels, by, inciſion, Heiſter has mentioned ſee- 

| ann n to he attended ta for e of the operator's con- 
duct, 


us HY DROCELE, &, 399 
The truth is, that the majority Both! of the ancient writers and 
practitioners, miſled by the ſound of the term Hydrocele, have miſ- 


taken a mere accidental effect, for a'cauſt; and have ſuppoſed that tlie 


fluid contained in the tunica vaginalis teſtis may not only conſtitute a 
diſeaſe by the mere diſtenſion of it, but may be ptoductive of other 
diſeaſes of the teſticle itſelf. They have fancied the water to Have 
in itſelf a noxious quality, or diſpoſition; and that the teſticle; by 
metely ſwimming in it, might' become diſeaſed, and uffit for uſe ; 
whereas in caſes whetein a diſordered ſtate of the teſtis accompknies a 
collection of water in its vaginal coat, the truth is juſt the reverſe of 

this 


duct, which circumſtances do not occur in that diſeaſe:· Deligari autem vaſu ſperma- 


o tica filo, refcindique teſticulus omnino debet ficuti in cap. de ſarcocele docuimus, quo-. 


<« tjes-vaſa ſeminalia, non inſigniter tantum induruerunt, ſed magnis quoque cruciatibus. 
“ hominem ægrum aMligunt. Deſpiciendum quoque porro eſt num teſticulus tumefac- 
tus forte materiam aliquam guidam, ſicut quandoque contingit, intus contineat. St 

4 quid enim fluidi intus hærere tactu percipimus, aut Iympham, aut pus' inibi conſiſtere 
e rectiſſime colligimus Interim neque tune reſcindere- continuo, (ut nonnulli ſolent) 
4 ſed incidere potius, atque expurgare tefticulum iſtum conveniet, &c. Sed fi forte ſi- 
ha mul nimis jam tunc induratus, vel corruptus idem inveniatur, predicta ratione, _ 
<« dus et reſecandus, ne in carcinoma forte abeat.”” | 

That ſuch ſtate of the ſpermatie veſſels and teſticle do occur; is beyond all doubt, but 
not in the ſimple hydrocele; not in the hydrocele that any rational practitioner can poſ- 


ſibly deem fit, for the attempt for the radical cure by inciſion. Neither is it poſſible ſor a 
man, who underſtands. the diſeaſe at all, not to be acquainted with theſe circumſtances- 
before he attempts ſuch operation; and if he is previouſly acquainted with them, he muſt 
be a very extraordinary man indeed to ſet about relieving them in ſuch a manner. If the 
ſtate of the teſticle and its veſſels be ſuch as to require caſtration (a thing always capable 
of being known beforehand) let that operation at once be performed, in a proper and ex- 


peditious manner, and not by piece-meal, as it is here deſcribed; If caftration be not ; 
requiſite, neither can any other part of the operation (with regard to the teſticle). be ſo;: | 
for notwithſtanding theſe deſcriptions of inciſions into, and expurgations of, diſeaſed te- 


ſticles may make a figure in books, they are very unfit to be introduced into practice. 8 
They never can do. good, they muſt do n and generally ircemiediable mif- | 


Cp 


* 
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this ee teſtis is firſt; diſeaſed, and the faculty of equal, 
regular abſorption: thereby interrupted ;. by which means a quantity of 
fluid is accumulated, and that mixed appearance produced, which is 
not improperly called Harotſarcocele. But in this caſe, the extravaſa- 
tion of water is really the conſequence of the morbid ſtate of the 


x. and (being Kill mere fiagle lymph) neither is, not 0 bs. 
the cauſe of it. le bend! 


They who chuſe it, may. call this: a 3 & * i 3 I = 
Literal ſenſe of the. word will certainly. vindicate them; but they will 
by that means run the riſque of confounding together, two things ex- 
tremely unlike to each other, and which require very different treat- 
ment: I mean the true ſimple hydrocele, in which the teſticle is ſoft, 
and ſound, (only perhaps a little more lax, and larger than ordinary,) 
and the hydro· ſarcocele, in which the teſtis is not only enlarged, but 
Hardened, and not in a ſound, or healthy ſtate; the former of theſe. 
will permit ſuch. treatment with perfect ſafety, but. i in the other, Poly 
bring the patient into a ſtate both of pain and hazard“. 

It may indeed, and, does ſometimes become neceſſary to let out 8 
water from the vaginal coat of a teſticle, in ſome degree diſeaſed; but 
this ſhbuld always be done with caution, and under a guarded progno- 
ſtic leſt the patient be not only diſappointed, by not having that per- 
manent relief, which for want of better, information: he may be in- 
duced to expect; but be alſo (poſſibly) A to other unexpected 
inconyeniences from £ the attempt. 
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* 7 inſtances of 1 are related i in this 1 "Hilda us — LEI A | particular ac- 
count of A miſtake of this kind: Inciſo ſcroto plurim aMuxit aquæ; hinc primo 


« fubſedit ſcrotum ; poſt paucos tameh dies ſecutus eſt dolor, vehemens inflamniatio et 

* cancroſum ulcus, maximeque malignum; quod adeo impetuoſe adjactntes partes occu- 
0 

e pavit, ut ipſius malignitas nullo modo arceri pollit ; ſed i intra paucos dies maximo 

eum cruciatu e vita deceſſit,” Fan, HiLpanvus. : 
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Upon the whole, as juſt definitions, and accurate diſtinctions of dis; 
ſeaſes from each other, are abſolutely; neceſſagy, ioards underſtanding 
them rightly, it ſ ee tol mei much More proper to confine. the term 
hydroeds:t5 the mer ſunple ae cumulation of u fluid, within, the opats 
of the ſaund teſtiele, and n 
with or proceed: from diſeaſes of that gland, to anuthen claſe. : 

When the diſeaſe is a delaneh asian used ed d 

haugh frequently ſomeehat inlarged, and perhaps loↄſened in its, var. 

_ cular textures ia nevortheleſs (as Inhayei already obſerved); found, 
healthy, and capablei of executing Uts-Proper! oſſier % sither i * the: 
ſpermatic chord any way altered from a natural Hate;, except: that its; 
veſſels are generally ſomewhat dilateda neither: of, which cucuraſiances 
are» objeQions either to the palliative: or tadieal cure of c iht diſeaſe. 
Bot in ithoſe difordcray which in ſome:degree- re ſatuble this, the cp is} 

| different ;; either the teſtiele, or ſpermatic ehardy or both. bearing evi - 
dent marks of a diſcaſed ſtate. In the true, ſimple hyfrocele, the 
water is accumulated merely from the non- execution of the affiee of, 

| the abſorbent. aſſals 5! which, (whatever ultimate eanſte it may have)! 

_ leavesmo appearance. df real diſeaſe am th parte ãn all the: biber col 

bections , of: fluid: this: part, thete are ſuth appearances and ima mf 

diſtemper, as my alcarly; convince, us, that ta exttavaſation Nr 
cConſoqquenae uf ,αν˙iſtate . i Sh annette noggqrt 
Fhectio ꝓtintipal cmplaints, liable do be miſtaleem for anbydabel 
cole, oare, that lend of ſchirrhous( te ſticle in ih aft extravaſatcn of: 
fluid ist made in the tunica vaginalis and che venereal ifiduration of the 
teſticle. attended with cha ſame cireumitancee One of theſe is alivays: 


a diſeaſe of; tucdhe other 0g often ſo . i One requires, 
ang generally ſuhmits to a proper aguyſe of ſpecific im dichus fon the; 


other (notwithſtanding all that has been ſaid on the ſubject) we 28 ya 


know of 2006-4 and therefore it is ſeldom cured but by total removal. 
| Bf: | In 
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In neither of theſe, eat the mere diſtliargu of the: fluii contribute any 
thing material toward a curd und in hoh of them ſuch attempt, 1 0. 
dicioaſly made has oſten proved both painful and hazardous... 
In the true venerell fareocele, er inDurated te ſtis ithel diſeaſe ouglit 
alwiys to bo eradie ted HtDm ihe habit before any attempt be made lo- 
cally: the mere Uiſchazge bf: the water eah never remove the obſtruc- 
Baan but whew ſuch oh ſtructiog has been; by proper re- 
metties, removed; it is H h, mon thing too have the extravkſatec 
floid4gain ab ſered , er if it belnòt, and any bperation becomes :neceſ- 
(ary, n (oft; eaſy; Nealthy, lane. of the cuſtioleio is Gertainly preferable 
to an indurated diſedſe une: bots Lay Nun 510 fl Ost: 
Theſe two taſeꝭ ono to ſpeak more properly; -theſs two flatesof the 
tefticls; alckougli they age in this one cirobimſtanes of not being ef- 
ſehtllly* relieved by the mere:ebatuaticti Of iche water; db yet differ ſo 
widely in alinolt”everyiothbr, > that" it behoyesi practitioners" be vety 
careful in diſtinguiſtling between then. Thabmethod-of treating the 
venereal induratibh, Whieh' is moſt ' fred uA, ſücceſsful, will prove 
Highly prejudlicial ! in the ſchirrhous Hardueſb By: mercury, in Jedi- 
cious hands; the pdcky patients difeals may be removed; und- Hie 
| Healthy reſtored : but I have Hirdly ever Teett's) ſchirrhrubior cancer that 
was not exaſperates;- and made worſe by itari O if that does not 
happen, yet, a mercurial courſe, in ſuch caſe wil abways oceaſion a 
lefsof time, hich is not dlways tetrieuabic iin ſhortzi he who treats 
_ ſchirrhous teſticle as h ought t do vinereal bnd; wilk net ure. the 
diſeaſe, but waſte his patient time, and hurt his general Health's and 
he whio treats a venereal one as he. moſt frequently ought to de endl 
rhous;/will, without any neceſſity; ſubtnir tis|parient ro E peinfur opt 


ration and thereby-deprive him of a part very eſfential co him a 
man „ (ojdud oft fi big mood £6 1807 1 Sniba alice e [2 
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vie /o fs at nel night Go, ing 214008 19 PL Ai a. 
Wenne ate pan, Mrd ſhewed' nd 10H; which 

"I! was both” enlarged, and hardened, and had very palpably a 
gelt of fluid in the vaginal coat. He had been told, that it Was a 
wätet rupture, and — it might be nee cured by means of a 
ſmall ineffiew 9219 7 0146 
he bebe usenet "yy a Anise hey aid) is 
and hard; and ſo was the vas deferens, and part of the ſpermatic pro- 
ceſs; but there was no kind of inequality on the ſurface; neither did 
it glyc the patient any "pain, except what proceeded from its mere 
weight. He had ſome brown ſpots on his breaſt; a hardneſs below 
the frænum penis; a raggedneſs and induration of the edges of the 
ſinus of the left tonſil; a pale plumbean countenance { and com- 
plained much of frequent pains in his knees, and elbows. 


3 made no foruple to inform him, that he appeared to me to be 


poxed; and that I did verily believe, that the diſorder in his teſticle 
aroſe from the ſame cauſe. I took pains to diſſoade him from ſubmit- 


ting to any attempt toward curing, his local complaint in the teſtis, 
until he ſhould have got rid of the diſeaſe which had infected his 


was intended merely to let out the water, it could not even contribute 
to his being made well; and that if more than that was deſigned, he 
miglit probably! experience more harm than go6d, from the attempt. 
| ene opinion! he went WM. Sahil. who gare him 
the ſame kind of advicſee. 

In a little time he ola: to 3 genden ell Wo fie prä- 
Gng . who told him, that this was a diſeaſe with which 


N the 


whole habit, by aſſuring him, that if what had been propoſed to him 
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the faculty were perfectly unacquainted ; and if he would give him 
ten guineas, and take a lodging near him, he would undertake to cure 
him in a week. ' + rg Ft I (141 5 


He made an ineilon of about half an inch in length, in the very 


inſerior part of the tumor, rand flet gut a ſmall quantity of bloody wa- 

ter; and then applied a, pledgit of lint, and a pic of, ſticking- plaſter. 

The e patient, paſſed the night. in a good, deat of pain, and tim the morn- 

ing found bis teſticle much ſwelled, 4 and. very uneaſy. , He ſent for his 

operator, who ſaid, that this was of no conſequence, and chat if he 

would 40 b. quiet that day, he would. be very well the net. Om the 
1 


third day s teſticle was ſo large, ſo inflamed, and. ſo;painful; We 
bee me L alarmed, and eee, 49d) 4574 7 51s; 


found the ſcrotum highly inflamed ; the teticle.and.ſpermatio.p po- 
gez, large and hart; hig pain exceedipgly.great 5. his pulſe hard, full, 
and frequent 3 and his ſkin, hot and dry, I. bled him freely, and or- 
1255 bim a glyſter, and a lenient; purge, and wrapped theizefticle, up 
| a ſoft pultice. Next day, both the patient and the parts. were in 

bY: fame ſtate, I bled him again z and his glyſter and purge having 
thoroughly emptied | him, I gave him two grains extract. thebaic. and 
directed chat he ſhould take one grain eyery ſix hours, until ſome caſe 
of reſt Was procured, . Two. days were, ſpent, before any remiſſion of 
{ymptoms was obtained: and it was near a fortnight, beſott the don 
ſtant uſe and application of fomentation, cataplaſm. q &c. together 
with a general antiphlogiſtic regimen, and conſinement to bed the 
whole time, had reduced the. teſticle to ſuch ſtate as to bear exmina- 
tion. 1 hen 3 it became capable of, this, jt was found lotge. and iliaud. 
but without ; apy water in the tunica vaginalis... His general habit being 
recruited; by a proper regimen, country air, and the bark; he was 
E 5! into a eee by: Were eee a8 lll 
dai dive tsch & 26% sit: 2507 etHid blotodyy . eoliiLicrtiogant bis 
on wn 8 * 77 
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his other ſymptoms gradually diſappeared, i ſo likewiſe: did-bis induce» 
tion of the teſticle, „iet the T- f b. 
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„ oOR WAS man in \ Eſſex; On A Alla hernia "EN 
ralis. As his daily work would not permit him to take proper 
care of himſelf, it was a conſiderable while before he had got rid of 
his inflammatory ſymptoms; and when he had ſo done, a part of the 
teſticle and the whole epididymis were left hard, and rather too large. 
In getting over a high ſtile he miſſed. his. footſtep, and: ſtruck his ſcro- 
tum with violence againſt the upper rail: the blow gave him exceſſive 
pain for ſome minutes; but that ſoon ceaſed, and he went on with his 
day's work. Next day his teſticle appeared ſwelled, and was painful 
to the touch ; but as the man had no ſubſiſtence: but from his labour, 
he was obliged to follow it. At the end of a week, he was ſo much 
worſe that he could go out no longer; and making his caſe known-to 
ſome gentlemen, who uſed to employ him, a neighbouring practitioner 
was deſired to viſit him. A fluctuation being felt, it was ſuppoſed to 
be matter; and a warm adheſive plaſter was applied to forward it. In 
a few days an opening was made for diſcharge' of the ſuppoſed pus, but 
nothing followed except a very ſmall quantity of bloody ſerum. The 
ſmalneſs of the quantity, and the nature of the fluid, joined: to the 
very ſmall ſubſidence of the tumor, induced the ſurgeon to think he 
had not gonedeep enough ; and to thruſt a, langet farther in: this was 
attended with acute pain, and followed by a copious hæmorrhage, 
which was not eaſily reſtrained; or, to ſpeak more properly, did not 
faon e. eee. pain, tumefaction , &c. followed * me- 
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chod of proceeding ; and at the end of a week; the EO TO 
to St. Bartholomew's "Hopim.: 7 5 3 b klei: 

Upon mere fight of the part, 1 ſhould have fappoſed the caſe to 
have been a ſchirrus of the malignant kind: the teſticle, or ſcrotum, 
was large, hard, unequal, of a deep red duſky colour, with diſtended 
veins, and ſo painful that it could not bear the lighteſt touch; and the 
ſpermatio proceſs was far from being in a natural or a healthy ſtate. 
The man complained of conſtant pain in his back; the Wound diſ- 
charged a bloody, offenſive gleet; and —_ tera want wn reſt, 
had given him a very diſeaſed aſpect. | 

Nothing but the clear, and eiche apodiiny which hai the 
man, and the furgeon who had attended him (and. who came with him 
to the: hoſpital) gave, could have induced me to have thought the 
caſe to be any other than what I have juſt mentioned; but they were 
ſo poſitive, and ſo conſiſtent, that L thought ae e to n 
vrhat they ſaid, and to act accordingly. 1&4 5 % 199- 180 
By phlebotomy, evacuations, anodynes. TY a low regimen, and 
the: genetal R method, Ad e gots 2 0 
. | re? cf. "1 * | 


by) e 
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al ibn stung 0 TRANS 27 10 2 53 „ EOS. 2 127 11 
2 oe began | 1} 4 8 E vil. | 25 Ut eb 43s 
* en 0000 „ ene „ Age h N — 
'Geatleman about 1 clp meg years old, ippergicly in x good 
health, aſked my advice concerning a diſeaſed appearance in 
his Gedtumj for the relief of which he had come from a Hrs an 
diſtance to this towub n. S108 ae OP IR eit bebe, 
The teſticle was not much increaſes! in AY but had loſt its equa- 
lity of ſurface, and was craggy, and very hard; the vas deferens and 
epididymis were in the ſame indurated ſtate ; the ſpermatic chord was 
| ſomewhat 
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ſomewhat varicoſe, but not hard; and in the cavity of the tunica va- 
ginalis' was palpably a ſmall quantity of fluid. It was fomewhat- ten- 
der to the touch ;* but the pain upon being handled was very flight, in 
compariſon of what was felt an hour or two after ſuch examination,” at 
which time, although the pains were not conſtant, but rather attacked 
the part by intervals, yet they were extremely acute. 

He aid, that he had been told that his complaint was W (to 
which opinigp. bis method of life much inclined him to adhere) and 
that he had alſo a beginning hydrocele. I replied; that I wiſhed,” for 
his ſake, that I could think ſo too; but that I had no doubt of its be- 
ing a ſchirrus, which would not long remain quiet. He ſeemed diſſa- 
tisſied j and faid, that conſidering; the perſon who had pronouneed his 
caſe to be venereal was a man of character in his profeſſion, and 
whoſe judgment be believed was 800d. he thought I n rather too 
| peremptory.. , 

I; deſired him to take the opinion w3 Gee TY of « eminence in 
London, and named ſome to him: whether he did or not, I know 
not; but fi in about a fortnight or three weeks, I received a letter from 
bim — . the country, ſignifying, that his friend was fo clear, in his 
fieſt opinion, that the caſe was venereal, that he had prevailed on him 
to ſubmit. to a Glivation for it; and that he only now deſired my opi- 

nion Topper the beſt method of Procuring it; that is, whether he 
 thoyld attempt it by internals, or by mercurial inunction. I wrote 
beck, that I was ſorry, to differ from his friend, or to ſeem too tena- 
cious of, or partial to, my own. opinion, and ſincerely wiſhed I might 
be miſtaken ; that I looked upon the method of ſalivating by inunction 
Baß in general the leaſt fatiguing, or prejudigial, to the conſtitution; 
d that | in the caſe of particular, local induration, it certainly had 

we Advantage « of being applied immediately to the; part affected: and 
„ if I could think that his complaint was venereal, I ſhould: 
| PIE * 


undoubtedly prefer the uſe, of the ointment. to every internal means 

but that I was fo. thoroughly ſatisſied that it was not, and ſo averſe. to 

the uſe of mercury for him, that I. deſired h aim to keep that letter as 
* proteſt agaiplt the, proceſs he wa going into. 
The ointment was freely uſed for above a month, but no Atetation 


28 in the teſticle, except that it became rather larger and more 
tender to the toucg 11711 % TS 


As the mercurial bintment hagpattd)a6t-fo affect hys.. mouth, or 
make him ſpit any configerable. quantity, the inefftacy ef it with re- 
gard to the teſticle was imputed to that g and a courſe of the. mercu- 
riĩus calcinatus with the kermes mineral; undertaken and followed for 
another month. During this, the teſticle. manifeſtly increaſed in-fize; 
more ynequal; and more frequently painful. He *nuw' came 
' &Lofdei again; and calling oh me, told me all that had paſſed; but 
being Kill poſſeſſed with the venereal idea, ſaid that he was ebitie/hil 
diet in-order to tey the Liſbon giet-drink, of  fomething 6f that kind. 
At mystecueſt he ſhewed his diſeaſe to Mr; Nourſe and Mr. Saint. 
ni who were elbar that it was not venereal, and adviſed" tlie Opera- 
tion. This he would not hear of at preſent, having got it into his 
head that, hen every thing elſe had been tried, it Would always be 
time enough for that. During three weeks, that he ſtaid Here, he 
dran, by the direction of ſome friend, Every day 4 quart of "to 
decöòction of farfapariita;” with ſome bf: the fublimate ſolürion In I. 
The' teſticle” cohtinued® to increaſe Ad" the ſpermatic wein Heratns 
fomewhat varicoſe: "but ſtill there was a fair opportunity for extitpa- 
tion. He did new indeed, begin to inline to it; put being e co ge. 
tably x y reduced In "een kind Yell by" what he Had teh, Us he w 115 n6t 
eothply Wick i until he Bad been in the" Eountry; And ab pre 1 75 
8 70 which Feould"net ie as He Heir d not appear to 
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be a fit ſubject for ſuch an operation; I mean, on account of his great 
reduction of ſtrength. 

At the end of two months, he came to me Again. I was moch 
concerned to ſee him ſo much altered for the worſe: he was emaciated 
to the grosteſt degree; and had ſueh a leaden paleneſy in his counte- 
 nancey;;that had I known nothing of him, I ſhould * concluded 
ches ſuch. a man had a cancer about him, - He had Ln bot: his 155 
and was never free. from pain: his Mee Was at leaft ; twice the 
ſize as when I laſt had ſeen i it; and. 10 w hole pr ocels, ute up ah 0 
bellyn large, hard, and knotty. 27 28 23 

I would now by. no. means propyly the, operation, a conſultation of 
* phyſicians: was therefore had, in. which the folapum. yas. preſcribed. 
This was immediately tried, and , proyed: here as lit has wherever, I 
bave dec dt uſed that is, the patient wyas much diſordered hy it in 
getieral/candireceived no benefit wich regard to hib :Uiſeale a hut as 
this affair happened not long after this poiſon had been in a kind of 
rear; it Was repeated until the patient could hardly ſee or Hold hie 
hund ſtill- When this was laid aflde, recout᷑ſe was had to the cigutay 
whith,-as)lufual, was perfetthy: ãnęffibacious: to t, however, k fair 
triut ay given; And when the poor man hd this made experimeHt 
of dur midſt baaſted: ſpecifics; and was ſatisfied that nd honeſt or ju- 
aicdbus ma would attempt the operition; we hid rreourſp to opium, 
durſug e weeks that he exiſted v7 26 80 4 870 18 fl; lng O 259) 
©: Wihda dead, examined him. Auth. hius: 2010179119 211002. ; 
The: ſpermatic .proceſs was>theronghly:! diſcaſcd,; about * * 
from th grain to the kidney ; that ie it Was inlarged, hard, and very 
full of denote; but, I did not ind anα¶ Afparent diſaſe in any other 
Pert trittiinethe ahdemen. boog ef wie Bürk il riet: 
„20 benin Mo 5 1: attend id 115 Baorgüälit a 

w bee wail s ni noh, Ga $'uow d vile wn C * 
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C Received a 155 from Lincblaire, th the motith of Mis, 
defiring to know whether that ſeaſon of the year Was ar i impro- 
per one fot the operation. of caſtration, in the cafe bf "a ſchirrous te- 


ſticle ? for that, if 1 did vet, l, patient Iibouring under ſüch corn phaint 
would ſet out iinmediately upon File receipt of my ane rt 


I wrote back, that the ſtate and nature of Sr Sr brett of oth 


an operation; than the time of the year could be: and therefore I de- 
fired either cat 1 might have u cireumſtantial acteunt of the eaſe, 
from ſore medicab man, or that the patient wDuld come to London. 
In about à week I gar another letter, containing tlie following 
asbcbunt. Ac bra tis e107 199th gol 100 borigered TRY ein 


That the patient was * yeard old ;.thatziprevious- to: the ap- 
| pearance ofo the diſraſe ind the teſticle he had fort ume weeks: been 


Frm age and acute pains in his back andzloins g that 


the tefticle was conſiderably inlarged, indurated, and (in its poſterior 
part) unequal i in its ſurface ; that part of the(ſpermatic-proceſy;i neareſt 
to the toſtis, was tod hürd alſo; that the hole of it Mas not perfectly 
free from pain ; that the patient wat a inerried : mani mν,˖½uſubjact to 
| ſcorbutic eruptions, and flying pains, from the ſamel cauſe; that his 
rare a fallen off, | and'his-/afpe& beeome: pale and wan :; thithe- 
ad taken à conſiderable quantity of the cicutay add as: much/of the 


e of the ſolanum as His weak! ſtate would bear; that from the 


former he had neither experienced good nor hamm, but that the latter 
had diſagreed with him extremely; that he was now determined for 
ae operation; and that he would be in London in a few days. 


1 0 


od contequente toward determining the propriety or imprbpriety of | 
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1 leſs than a fortnight he came to me. He was extremely thin ; 
and had a countenance ſo pale, and eyes ſo languid, that I made no 
doubt that bis nights were ſleepleſs. His teſticle was large, and hard, 
but perfectly equal, and perfectiy indolent; the tunica vaginalis con- 
tained a fall quantity bf limpid fluid; and the vas deferens, and epi- 
didymis had that kind"of inlargement, and indurätion, which fre- 
duently accompanies) a hernia! humoralis; but the ſpermatic: veſſels 
were in a natural ſtate, of proper fize, and free from all kind of in- 
duration. He was ſo hoarſe, that 1 could hardly hear him ſpeak; and 
o deaf, that it was as difficult to make him hear. He complained. 
much bf frequent pains in his ſhoulders, and elbows, one of the lat- 
ter of which was confiderably ' ſtiffened. The biceps muſele of the 
left arm, was hard, and gummy'; on one of his eyebrows was a large 
ſpot, with a thin ſcab on it; and, neee the Os were wy or 
Ave of the ſammm 
"iT told him, that I had no bane that his deifnelz, Boantbel pain, 
ſpots, ſwellings, &c. were all venereal; and that I was much inclinel 
to believe, that the complaint in his teſticle proceeded from the ſame 
cauſe. He did as venereal patients are frequently too apt to do; that 
is, he endeavoured. to render my opinion improbable, by atteſting, 
that there had been an interval of ſome years ſince he had held any il- 
Licit commerce with any woman whom he could ſuppoſe capable of 
injuring bim that he had been two or three years married; had only | 
* 21 light a ſhanker, of Which ep ſure he had been mel 
„ (cn; v 4113 To feet sun u Sd 01 11 0145 
I anſwered, that L was clear in e and e e 
ann no other principle but deſired him t take the judg- 
ment of ſome other gentlemen, of the prↄfeſſion; which be did, and 
Lartumed da me again: with an aceunt, chat they, thought af his ca 


Ts a8 I had done. |  v21vBB 21118] 225 cr 1. Vas Bus nich ami. Oil: 
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The wealned reduced ſtate in which be was, and 2 naterai diſppſi- 
tion which ha had to a hæmoptyſis, obliged me-te progres yer g auti- 
ouſly: his Rechech would bear no medicine of the mercurial king ; 
and a vesy;. little acceleration of pulſe made him hawk. up;abloody 
phlegm, .L zhergfore detepminęg pen tha QI UNERE: in ſmall- quanti- 
ties, dad 40 d in this gaſe What L haue dane, in ſimilar, gaſcs;everal 
$5169 ;- that: is, as na ever the mercury zaifed the pulſe, of beg 
10 ach the month, L. rdered him 49: gaht ls decodt;.corticis i ise or 
r e ene e the livatiog all noi 

By theſe gurang he got rid gf all his cmplaintg, beth, genecal and 
Particular. and cams out of his mercurial Wong a ed 

aſpect, and. more fleſh on his bones, than he went into ĩt. lan 

_ 4. Before] proceed. to give an account of the — wget 
| lief, gr me, ofthe hydrocele of the tunica, vaginalis: teſtis, it may 
not be improper to inform the reader that I have twige-4ik my; life ſeen 


e 3 arne e adult ꝑatients, fliſ- 
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Pee about forty-five years old, conſulted me er decouht | 

of aifwelling in his ſorotum, wich was not very large, but 
. a fluid, od was 4e citcumſtanted in every reſpect, 
as to prove it to be a true hydrocele of the vaginal tunic; from which. 
_ Tadviſed Hi te hive dhe warer ũmmedistely draw Hf. 
A it was not 


very tifubleſorhe 10 him Re did not chooſe to have it 
done then butlwent away; telling me;"that'T mould fon fee bim 
gain! Hs taoktheopidions of 456 others}! Both f whom told kim 
the ſame thing, and gave him the fame advice. + 2002 bed Le 
ATE"; — 38338 1 
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At the end of half a year he came to me again, with the ſertum 
ſull, and of a pyriform n a , as to be ver * | 
his. brecc hes. „I leteneg vy Dr tos“ 
I I would have tapped 1 eee but as he had never been: 
any thing of the kind, I could not convince him that it would not 
confine him the next day; and as he had ſome particular buſineſs to 
trauſzct in the country, he choſe to go thither firſt; and to ſbmit t to 
the operation when he ſhould return from then cee. 
151 flaw no more of him for near two months; at che end of 410 
zime he called upon me, and ſbewed me à ſcrotum ney empty, 
and free from difeaſe..,'  - „ att 2c 10 
Taking it for granted chat he had Fury pra d aſked thimi ow | 
had done it for him: he told me, that before he could finiſh the bu- 
ſineſs, for which he went into the country, he was ſeized (for the firſt 
time in his life) with a ſevere fit of the gout ; which had confined him 
to his bed for fix weeks, during which coninermzent his NR had 
gradually, and totally diſſipated. 2 13 
I have often ſeen him ſince, and. he ſtil] remains perfectly free from 


al appearance of diſeaſe. 


. n 
iadloaged man hed me a hydrogele, of the vaginal tunie, 
Wich had been near two years collecting, but from which 
the water had never been drawn; Y adviſed 2 » boys it done ſoon,. 
and he fixed on the next morning. 

In his way home, he got fuddled ; fell down into che area ys an. 
| empty e and in dür n ſtruck his 1 againſt a a Piece of ſea- 
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In the morning early he ſent for mb. I found him in bed, with a 
| — ecchymoſis under the ſkin of the ſototum, which was much 
ſwollen, and very painful; I would have perſuaded him to have per- 
mitted me to let the water out, (thinking thereby to have taken off 
: part of the tenſion) but he would not conſent; way 1 was pre to 
- thave recourſe to fomentation, cataplaſm, &c. enn ne 
In about à fortnight all the eochymoſis was ami an all the 
| ſwelling from the ſound fide of- the ſcrotum”; and both the patient, 
and myſelf thought, that the tumor from the hydrocele was conſider- 
ably leſs, than it was before the accident. By, perſiſting in the ſame 
method, for about three weeks more, the whole of it diſappeared, 


br einer ſince. Nor Rong! I; ever ner fren the ſame opt 
ſucceed. ian Þ 
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| Methods 7 curing the - Hydrecele i the Pagina Cat | 
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A 


HE methdis of cure. (as they are called) in this ſpecies of 
hydrocele, though various, are reducible to two, (viz.) the 


1 or that which pretends only to relieve the diſeaſe in preſent, 


by diſcharging the fluid; 3 and the radical, or that which aims at a per- 


fect cure, , without leaving a poſſibility of relapſe. The end of the 
former 3 is accompliſhed by merely opening the containing bag in, ſuch 
männer as to let out the water: that of the latter cannot be obtained, 
| unleſs the cavity of that bag be aboliſhed; ;3 and no receptacle for a fu- 


ture accumulation left. One may be practiſed at all times of the pa- 
tient's life; and i in 2 "wy ſtate of health and habit: the oth 
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under ſame reſtraints and prohibitions, ariſing from the circumſtances 
of age, conſtitution, ſtate of the parts, &c. &c. &c, _ 
The palliative cure, (as I have juſt ohſeryed) conſiſts in merely 


giving diſcharge to the fluid which is s contained in, and diſtends me | 


* 
o 


tunica vaginalis. 
The operation by which this may be accompliſhed, is a very finple- 
one. The only circumſtances . requiring our attention in it, are, the 
inſtryment where with we would perform it; and the place or part of 
the tumor, into which ſuch inſtrument ſhould be paſſed. ; 
The. two inſtruments in uſe, are the common bleeding lancet, and 


the trochar. + 
The former, having the finer 8 may poll by paſs in rather the 


eafier, (though the difference is badly , perceptible) but is, in my 
opinion, liable to inconveniences, to which the latter is not. The: 
trochar, by means of its cannula, ſecures; the exit of the whole fluid 
without a poſſibility of prevention; the lancet cannot. And therefore 
it frequently happens when this inſtrument is uſed, either, that ſome 


of the water is left behind, or that ſome degree of handling a and ſquee- | 


144 


ing is required ſor its expulſion; or, that the introduction of a probe, 
or director, or. ſome ſuch inſtrument, becomes neceſſary for the fame: 
purpoſe. The former of theſe may. 15 ſome habits be productiye of 


CSI > 


inflammation; * the latter prolongs, what would otherwiſe be | 0 \ ſhort: 
operation, and multiplies the neceſſary: inſtruments; ; which, in every 
operation in ſurgery, Iz, wrongy. To whic hich, it may be added, chat if 
any: of. the fluid be left in the vaginal gt, or infinuates Itſelf, into 
the cells of the dartos, the patient will have reaſon to think. the op! 


ration unperfeg,. and to fear that he e thall not reap Ken the temporary 
Cath Ho back.: 77 ering 5 © areal ſeq coca er adyant, 11 


1 4 , 4 FI 2 4 
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9 » A conſequence. which 1 haye ſeen to 0 from it, 8 attended with a ſlough of the: 


whole dartos, and which I am much incl ined to believe would not have happened in the: | 


ſame perſon, had the water been drawn off nn. 
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advikbas e ent be Expedted. The place where _ puncture bright: 
to be ks is a clicurnitarice'of much morè real confetuence; the 


ſuccels, of the attem pt. the eaſe; and even ſoetitnes the fafety of the 
patient depending upon „ 22 402 1 il lun 347 01 9 1 1101 1 Q 2 (01% 
Whoever conceives, as many have done, and ſome ill 405 chat the 
teſticle hangs looſe i in the middle of che water within the vaginal « coat 
(like a clapper within a bell) muſt af 0 ſuppoſe that ever y part of the 
general tumor is: equally fit, Auld pipes for this opti.” The idea 
is erroneous, and the experiment may prove hizhty twiſchievods. Alt 
the anterior and lateral parts of the vaginal coat, att {66ſt ahd detached 
from the albuginea ; in its poſterior, and ſuperior part, theſe two tu⸗ 
nics make one; conſe quently the teſtiele is, as it Were, affked "the 
poſterior ' and 1 bee Tt of tlie cavity of the tac Of an hyatoeche; 
and, conſec WW the 5 or fluid can never get quite Toufid it. 
This being hs ſtate of the caſe, che operation ought always td beer. 
formed on "that part of the tumor, where the two coats are A the 
greatef diſtance. rom each Ir and where the Mol muſt thetefore' 


be actumplated in the Rig ſt quatrlty , and titver'on that part Gp it 


e Hyid car cannot pofti I1y e. The cbnfeguente of acting other 
wiſe mult not only produce A ciſappothtmicht, by not teaching chd nd N 


fold, | but, way y prove, and has proved Highly, ee mi- 
cl ee to t the | patient. it. "3+: o - P 72 gnoloid 1. 71613 * « (OL 500 ale 

t 12s ry 1 pare ny Ferme ter SURG eb llt dhetafes, to make 
3h of. anteile and Acuflent applications, upon a ſuppeßtion 
that by y. fagh” means a return "of the diſeaſe might be prevented. 
Among 48 0 4 writers, are to be found the forms df medicfnes to be 
100 jo the groih and Neioturm, to prevent a Filtire-Yeſceat ef the 

-\but anatomy, and experience, have proved the falſhood of ſuch 
fi tion, d the abſurdit of ſuch applications ; : the preſent prac- 
ann Re then mſelyes a A bit of Uint, akne amd * 


18 %% K yd Bo Jure nage 1915w att bad 4058 7708 
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the ſerotum has heen cauſiderably diſtended, they ſuſpend it in a bag 
truſs 3 and give the patient no farther troubl mg.. 
In moſt people, the orifice heals in a few 3 (ike 


that made for  blood-letting ;) but z in 11 habits, and circumſtances, 


it inflames and feſters: this feſtering is generally ſuperficial only, and 
is ſoon quieted by any ſimple drefling ; hut it ſometimes is ſo conſider- 
able, and extends ſo deep, as to affect the vaginal coat, and by acci- 
dent produce a radical cure. I have alſo ſeen it prove ſtill more trou- 
bleſome, and even fatal: but then the circumſtances both of the pa- 
tient, and of the caſe, have been particular, and ſuch as required at- 
tention, (See Caſes a1, and 22.) a 

Whether it aroſe from a fear of wounding the teſticle in the opera- 
tion, ot from a ſuppoſition that while the quantity was ſmall, it was 
more likely to diſperſe ; or that while there was but little fluid they 


did not think the diſeaſe ſufficiently characteriſed; or from ſome other 
reaſon, which they have not thought fit to give us; ; but many writers | 


of good authority, (and among them Mr. Serjeant Wiſeman,) have 
forbid the punQure in an adult, while the quantity may be ſuppoſed to 
be under a pint: w which reſtriction is ll 3 attended to by 


„„ 


their patients, 
When there i is a ſufficient quantity of fluid to keep the teſticle "ade 
the inſtrument, there can be no reaſon for deferring the diſcharge; 3 
and the ſingle point on which this argument. ought to reſt, is this: 
60 Whether the abſorbent veſſels, by which che extravafätion ſhould be 
« prevented, „ are n more likely to reaſſume their office, while the vaginal 
4 coat 1s wie, and has ſuffered but little violence from diſtenſion ; 3_or 


-& after it has been firetched, and diſtended, to ten or perhaps twenty 


« times its natural (capacity 3 ; and by ſuch diſtenſion i is (like all other 
4 membranes) become thick, hard, and tough.” For my own part, I 
H hh 7 th hink 


r 
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 thifile the probabillity ſo mueh more on the fide of the former, that I 
ſhould never heſitate a moment about letting out the water, as ſoon as 
F found that the puncture could be made ſecurely. And from what 
has happened within the ſmall circle of my own experience, I am in- 
elined to believe, that if it was performed more early than it generally 
1 iv en ſornetinies 3 won return of che diſeaſe. © | 
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. des of hay, came to my; with, an \ hydrocele of the 
tunica vaginalis. 

| He was corpulent, full habited, inclined. to be aſthmatic, and ſub- 
ject to an irregular kind of gouty inflammation, which attacked differ- 
ent parts of him, at different times. The diſeaſe was on the right ſide, 
the ſcrotum much diſtended, and on the Kin of it was an inflammatory 
kind of bluſh. His pulſe was hard, and as I thought too frequent, and 
he ſcemed to. me. to have a degree of heat, and thirſt, not conſiſtent 
with health. His age, his habit, his.general ſtate, and what I appre- 
hended to be the ſtate of the fac, all forbade any attempt but the pun- 
| ture; and I took ſome pains to diſſuade him from that, until he ſhould 
haye removed both his general complaints, and the local inflammation 
on the ſcrotum, He ſaid, that he felt himſelf perfectly well; thathe 
was ſure he had no gout about him then; ;. that, what I took 1 for an in- 
flammation on the ſcrotum. was. only a ſcorbutie eruption to which he 
was frequently ſubje& ;. and concluded with a hint, that he thought 
whateyer ſhould be done. previous to letting. out the water, could be 


| deligned only N own bene, by lengtheniog, the time of, my at= 
tendance. | 
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I pierced the middle and anterior part of the ſprotum with a ſmall 
trochar, and drew off near a quart of a greeniſh fluid ; I put a bit of 
lint and plaſter on the-orifice, and as the empty ſerotum hung very 
10oſe; and flabby, I ne n to let it be ere in a big 


truſs. 


In the afternoon he went out; * at pe finding that the plaſter 


was rubbed off, and thinking that the ſuſpenſory was put on for no 

other reaſon, but m to keep the dreſſing an, he took off his ban- 
dage. 

Next day he went out again, walked a good deal, drank freely after 


dinner, and when he came to his lodging in the evening he went to 


bed much out of order. In the night he had a ſevere rigor, for which 
he took a large ſpoonful of a un ſnqke-root. and laffron, which 

he always kept by him. | 
On the third day, finding his eh 8 0 : ſrollen, and very un 
caſy, he ſent for _ 

1 found him in bed, me of great pain in the ler part of 
his belly, and groin : his pulſe was quick, hard, and irregular; his 
{kin, hot; bis tongue dry, and black: his countenance fluſhed ; and 
his intellects not quite ſteady. His ſerotum was ſwelled and inflamed 
all over; and in a part, conſiderably diſtant from the aged Was a 
| mortiſied ſpot as big as a ſhilling. | 


After I had-drefled:him, I defireds 6s he was quite 1 


| 9 as tothe people of the houſe where he lodged, that he might 

have more aſſiſtance: accordingly a phyſician vas ſent for, whô pre- 
{cribed' for him. At the end of three days one half of the ſerotum 
was compleatly mortified; and in about ſeven more it caſt off, with ſo 
large a portion of the tunen W that I had no doubt that none 
of. ot; was At. | | 
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e The gout now made an attack on his feet, and the inflammation 
left all other parts; the ſore. put on a good aſpect, and in a ſhort time 
che. got yell But notwithtandiag the, very large portion of the vagi- 


nal coat; which came, away in azflough,, Lhaye an ſince drawn off a 
| full pint of water from the ſame ſide. % eth. Wen; 
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Man about forty, afflicted v with a lurze bydrocelg of the tunica 
Ws + ” vaginalis, and which, 'ffom à miſa pprehenfion of the true na- 
ture of: the diſcaſe, he had dave conſultedl any body about, Raving 
boeh robbed by a ſetvant of a confiderdbleſuth 2 money, was obliged 
to travel very hard, on horſeback, from the en a Exeter, 
<vilipntioh;st s ft ov 2193079 Gd, gibt „ d 
When he ſet out, his iowa was free from all diſeafe, except- its 
diſtenſion by the water j but when he came to this town, it Was co- 
verect All over with an inflamtpation Gf the eryſipelatous kind; was 
much ſindreaſed in ſiae andi uery paitiful to the touch. He was much 
fatigued with his journey, and juſt+before he went tp bed in the even- 
ing, had a ſhivering,” which was followed by a. very reſtleſs night, and 
a conſiderable degree of fever. In the\\ morning his ſcrotum was fo 
much inflamed, that he was alarmed at * appearanee, and ſent for | 
alſiſtance. The petſon uiho came; to him) immediately made an open- 
ing, by means of a pointed knife, into the tunica vaginalis, and gave 
diſcharge to a conſiderable quantity of water; but, by night, the 
whole ſcrotum was ,mortified.. That evening I faw him, but without 
any hopes of being able to ſerye him. His pulſe, which had been 
full, hard, and rapid, was now. ſmall, and faultring; his head was 
vel UNReady, and his extremities cald all the tumefaction of the 


ſerotum 
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ferotum was gone, and it ſeemed one Sire ah n On the next 
morning he died. 

Now, though it be very poſſible, that the ſume appearance and 
event might have enſued, if no punctute bad been made; yet I think 
it is very clear; that it would have been more prudent to have tried firſt 


what a ſoft cataplaſm, and an antiphlogiſtic method could have done. 
For by making the opening haſtily, and without a proper prognoſtic, 


the operator (whether deſervedly or not) incurred all the blame. 


* ” : 
MISS ©: 
= 


s - E; wat 


i Powe man was droeghe de the neighbourho6d of OO 


lane, to St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital. 

His ſcrotum was of prodigious ſize; very hard, exceſſively inflamed; 
quite up to his groin; z It was of a duſky red color; extremely painful 
to the touch; and in one part ſeemed inclined to ſphacelate; the ſper- 
matic proceſs alſo was conſiderably thickened. He had a hard, full, 
rapid pulſe; ; a hot ſkin, a fluſhed countenance, great thirſt; and c com- 
plained of moſt excruciating pain in his back. 

The account he gave was, that he had, for ſome years, been trou- 


bled with a ſwelling on the right ſide of his ſcrotum, which ſome of 


the ſurgeons of St. Thomas's Hoſpital had told him was a water-rup-- 
ture, and would have tapped : that he had alſo applied to ſeveral-rup- 


ture-doctors, each of whom had ſold him a bandage, and ſome of 


them had pretended to cure him by medicines and applications: that 
finding no relief from any of theſe, he had a few days before given 
an itinerant ſtage · quack three guineas to cure him. That this opera- 
tor laid him on his back, on a couch, and lifting up the tumor, thruſt 
an inſtrument into it. That no diſcharge followed but blood. That 
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it bled for near a quarter of an hour, and then ſtopped upon his faint- 
ing away. That from the time of this operation (which was two 
days) he had been in extreme pain; and, that his operator not eoming 
to take any care of him, his frionds had brought him to the hoſpital. 


inveloped in a ſoft, warm, pultioe, and tied up in a bag truſs. When 
he had paſſed a.ſtool, I ordered him a grain of extract. thebaic. to be 
taken immediately, and repeated again at the diſtance of ſix or (eight 
hours. Next day he was much the ſame in every reſpect; his pain 
was exceſſive, particularly in his back, and he had not cloſed his eyes. 
I bled him again freely, (he had two ſtools in the night) and gave him 
two grains of opium, and direction to repeat one grain every ſix hours 

until he got caſe and ſleep. His ſcrotum was well fomented, and the 
cataplaſm continued. Two days more were ſpent in this manner, be- 
fore we obtained any remiſſion ef the ſymptoms; when that was 
done, I pierced the anterior part of the tumor, and drew off more 
than a.pint.of bloody ſerum. The -teſticle-now appeared very much 
inlarged, and hardened ; . but, by perſiſting i in the antiphlogiſtic. me- 
thod, he at length got well. 

I ſuppoſe the reader will have as little doubt as 1 have, that all this 
miſchief was produced by wounding the teſticle, or epididymis. | 
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Voung fellow; Who was waiter at'a tavern in the city, and who 
had for ſome months paſt laboured under a ſucceflion of pocky 


| Hanptoms;: had at laſt a true venereal fob yew with a W quantity 
of fluid in the ta coat. 


As 


He was immediately bled, had a glyſter injected, and the ſcrotum was | 
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As he had ſeveral other venereal ſymptoms then upon him, and his 
way of life ſubjected him to great irregularity, I adviſed him to obtain 
leave to quit his place, and attend to his cure. This he did not chuſe 


to comply with; and I heard no more of him till about a month af- 
terwards, when his maſter deſired me to call at his houſe; 

I found the lad in bed, with a high fever, and with his ſcrotum 
ſwelled, and inflamed to a very great degree. He ſaid, that two days 
before he had met with an acquaintance: (a ſurgeon's. mate of a man 
of war) who told him, that his whole complaint was a water- rupture, 
and that for a bottle of claret he would cure him immediately. That 
he had thruſt a lancet deep into the lower part of the ſwelling; that 
nothing followed but blood; that he had ſpent ſome minutes in poking 
into it with a probe, in hopes of getting the water out, but ineffectu- 
ally; but that he had been in racking pain ever ſince. Phlebotomy, 
glyſters, opiates, febrifuge medicines, &c. were all employed, by 
which means his pain, fever, &c. were at length got the better of; 
but almoſt the whole teſticle caſt off in one large ſlough. 


* for a Radical Cure. 


v E RV other method of treating this kind of hydicccks « ex- 

cept the puncture, was either originally intended to obtain a 
radical cure; or, having been found to have been often productive of 
ſuch, has been, by different people, ranked, ſometimes among the 
palliative, ſometimes among the radical means. 

In many of the old writers are found directions for obtaining the cure 
of this diſeaſe by the uſe of a ſeton, a cannula, a tent, bern ler a 1 
e an injection, or an inciſion. 


Some 


„ A TORE AUTUL TB « wir 


Some of theſe are adopted, or preferred by one, and ſome by an- 
other, according to the theory which they entertained of the diſorder; 
or to the benefits which they had ſeen to have OOO ariſen — 
the uſe of the laid means. | r 

To reduce theſe under ſome kind of cad, (which the. manner 
of their being delivered to us, does in general not very eafily admit) 
we may ſay, that the ſeton, the tent, and the cannula, were either | 
originally meant to palliate a diſeaſe, of Which the old practitioners 
had very diſagreeable apprehenſions; or that they were made uſe of 
upon a ſuppoſition that the fluid contained in the cyſt was in itſelf 
noxious; or that the general habit of the patient was relieved, and 
many other diſorders prevented by the ſaid humor falling, or being 
depoſited in that part; or from an opinion that the cure of it ought 
not, by any means, to be haſtily, or raſhly attempted: that the cau- 
ſic, cautety, and ligature, were deſigned to prevent the ſuppoſed de- 
ſcent of, the water from the abdomen into the ſcrotum : and, that the 
injection was calculated for the eee a n breach in 
lymphatic veſſels. 

Some of theſe (happily for Auth are now quite laid ade; the 
reaſons for their uſe being found to be falſe and groundleſs: of this 
kind are the cautery, the ligature, and the injection. The water is 
now, by every body who has made any enquiry into the matter, known 
to be formed and collected in the part where it is found; and, not to 
have fallen into it from the belly. and, though an obſirutyes. in the 


1 


the regular and — abſor prion of the fluid, from. the 3 tunic, 
yet, no breach, or rupture of ſuch veſſels, can ever produce the diſ- 
eaſe in queſtion : the extravaſation, ' in ſuch caſe, muſt be in another. 


part; and may poſſibly cauſe a hydrocele of the cellular kind. in the 


COMMON 
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com mon membrane of; the ſpermatic elſes has Anden! can neyer be 


found within the tunica vaginalis. 


hs reaſons. griginally given for the uſe of the tent, we the can- 
pus, iet dhe goxiows -quality, of the, fluja, and, the neceſſity of a 
gradual cure, are np. alto known, and acknowledged to be without 
foundation.ztand* therefre. ho, theſe methode, or methods ike theſe, 
do fill-goptique;tp. be uſed, yet it ig with another. view, and upon 
othet ꝓrinqiplęs : not with. intention tq lengthen, the time of a cure, 
by making 3 gradual drain for the prevention of other diſorders ; 
but; weręly, 49; aboliſh the cavity, of the; tunica vaginalis, by hay- 
ing excited, and maintained ſuch a degree of .inflapmation and 
ſyppuration, as ſhall produce an union between that coat, and the 
albuginea teſtis. 
This is indeed; the only rational end, which can, by any of, theſe 
means, be purſued : for the diſorder being abſolutely local, and 
the kunfes vaginalis (che Teat '6f" it) moſt commonly ſomeu hat al- 
ter ed fror rom, its, natural ſtate, by having been diſtended.; unleſs the 
N e again be reſtored. to a capacity of doing their 
duty, (d- eiroumſtance which does not very often happen) the ar- 
teries will continue to exhale new ferum into the e and 
the Hydrocete will {till remain, *. or be e in a” ſhort” tine 
ay Mc. | 
Todobtain this end, — kinds of mens ae; ds 3 in . 
ue ef one; ft. Is —.— by means of à ſmall wound, to excite 
ſuch 2 degree. of wt if ammation, 3 as "hat 6ceafioh, r be followed! by, 
1A e and abſolute goheſion of the tunica vaginalis with the tu 
ien ulbuginea: in the other, a larger and more free inciſion is 
ee whereby the cavity of the former of theſe coats, is conver- 
der ane ie hollow, "or" open fore, ot ulcer, to be filled up by a 


new incarnation ; or elſe, a part of the faid tunic being cut away, 
Te: Iii . 
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its power of . holding the 'extravaſited Halt is iy rg pre- 


vented. : Wann 
The firtt, or union of the two coats in conſequence at inflam- 


mation has ſometimes been found to fold the üſe of ſuch 
means, as were intended to proctire only à temporary relief: it 


ſometimes follows the fimple puncture With the trochar, or lan- 
cet; the ancient method of letting out the water, by a mall in- 
ciſion, frequently produced it -; and the feton; tlie tent, and the 
cannula, tho“ uſed for another Spe or at leaſt for other reaſons, 
were found to'be followed by it ſo often, that they _ were füt 
| 15 1 the ha for obtaining a radi dank trig ty bontctton gut 
140 A * 77 4 men 3 a(10] "They 


197 en £110 
* This was by 15 firſt an inciſion of ag thto? ide ſcrotum, 455 dartos, 


fo as to lay the tunica vaginalis bare, and then by making a puncture in the latter. The 


accounts given by Brunus and, Theodoriq, are the ſeme 35, that of all, the. writers before 
them, and have been copied by many ſince: 8“ Curatio e us «|, ut incidatur cutis teſticu- 


& ': Jorum ſectione ampla ſecundum longitudinem ejus; 3 dein peil, et quatt extrake,” 
\++ Many of ide old writers have left us directions, for palling che ſeton, and for intro- 
aucing e the. tent, either of lint or ſponge, and the canbula, fejthgr) of alder, or of 
r. 0 560 Gir rte ed enz; of ann) High 3446 

| Gulielmus e Saliceto, having firſt propoſed the uſe of. external applications, ſays, 
Si hac via non conſumitur aqua, tunc perfora burſam, cum phlebotomo tuo acuto, 
<« et extrahe aquam, non ſubito totam, ſed partem ; et pone in foramine illo tentam I- 
46 neam, vel ſtuppeam, aut ſpongiam; ut poſſes de die in diem aquam extrahere: et 
«© nota, quod hujuſmodi ægritudo multoties recidivat et ſi ſie, ſemper A Wee 
* rationem antedictam: et via ĩſta, et modo, perfette curabitur,” | 12 
1 Fabritius ab Aquapendente, ſpeaks of the tent as, frequently uſed by bim, is in | Be mix- 
ed caſe of hydrocele- and- ſarcocele, or difeaſed teſticle ; tho by the account. he gives of 
his ſucceſs it is pretty clear that he uſed it in the hydrocele: only; or when the teſticle was 

not really diſeaſed. His words are, (8 carnoſa ſimul et aquoſa fit hernia, ego talem 
| + «© adhibeo curam. o cutem, et inciſianem' facio exiguam, ot in loca. patius altiori, 
« quam in fundo; inde, turunda impoſita cum digeſtivo, et pus movente medicamento 


0 procedo, 
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They were indeed, (as 1 have already obſerved) originally deſigned 
to diſcharge the water gradually; and to continue ſuch a drain from 
the parts where it had been collected, as might prevent any of the 
ill conſequences, apprehended, from the removal of the local diſ- 
order: but the inflammation, which ſupervened ſometimes, produ- 
cing a coheſion of the ſacculus to the ſurface of the teſticle, what 
was originally calculated for a palliative ad only, was by many 
adopted; for a radical one. | | 

If the event, and conſequence fouling from theſe means, Were 
as. much i in our power, as they have been ſaid to be; ; that is, if 

we 


tt procedo, neque unquam totum pus extraho, ſed perpetuo bonam partem intus relinquo, 
« quod ſenſim carnem corrodat, et ita ſanat.” An adheſion of the vaginal coat, with the 
albuginea, may be the conſequence of ſuch treatment of an hydrocele, and conſequently 
ſuch. patient may obtain a radical eure; but whoever has ſeen any thing of the diſeaſe 
properly called a farcocele, will From: in 0 ne oy ſeldom bear ſuch rough treat- 
ment. (} i I 

This method of procuring a firm cure (by the bas) 4 is altes by „nerd: : ©. Sa- 
© nari quidem valet id mali pertuſo feroto, ope inftrumenti touchart dicto, vel lanceola 
« phleboromica, ut aqua vulnere exeat, ſed cito plerumque recrudeſcit malum, Si autem 
© curationem aggrederis aperiendo ſcrotum a parte ſuperiori ad latus, tumque vulnus tu- 
©, randa;oblonga unguento roſaceo, mercurio precipitato rubro inuncto oppleveris, donec 


lenis inſlammatio, eique ſuccedens ſuppuratio parva, membranulas ſtillantes putrefeces 
exit, tuncque eas tenaculo eduxeris, &c.” 


Profeſſor Munro, of Edinburgh, has propoſed a method of cure, upon the fine 
principle; but much better, and more likely to / procure the one thing aimed at, (the 
lenis inflammatio) as he employs no catheretic medicines. : His words are: Conſide- 
ting how feadily contiguous inflamed parts grow together; and how many inſtances 
< there are, of people having a radical cure made of this hydrocele, by inflammations 
<< coming on the part; it would ſeem no unrtaſonable practice, to endeavour a conere- 
« tion of the two coats of the teſticle, when they are brought contiguous, after letting 
70 out the water en the cannula of a week ther enn Her ere degres 
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we could with any toferable preciſion ot certainty determine the dbpree 
of inflatn tation to be excited;” and the effecx of ſuch / inffamtnation on 
the vaginal coat; there would be no doubt of the utility of them; but 
this is far from being the vale 3 for although it ſometimies is fufficient 
for ths pürpoſe wilhed for; and Filts no higher than juft to 4 degree 
equal eo that putpole, ver n alto froquently Happens, that either fuch 
degret add Stent op il W not E eltell, er It lit Huck Higher: ad 
proves much more painful and fatiguing, than ab promiſed” r in- 
tended; or (what T have ſeveral times ſeen) after a gredt deal of pain, 
and confinement, a pirtial*ebhefion only Ras bech the conſequence, 


* 


WAG. 


and 


This to be ſure muſt be done cautiouſly, and ſo that the ſurgeon can rea ſonably ex- 
te pect to be maſtet of the inflammation ;' and therefore the application of all irritating 
wmedieines, the operation of which; he could not immediately ſtop, or any ſingle me- 
6. chanical effort, the effect of Which he, could not he ſure of, art not tobe employed. 
Suppoſe che cannula ↄf the trochar was toſhe leſt ia j;by che extremity, of it rubbing 
& againſt the teſticle, an inflammation might be artfully raiſed ; the cauſe of which 
might pe taken away as ſogn as the ſurgeon thought fit, Sg. , Manicar Ears: | 
This method, with ſome {mall alteration, I have once or twięe uſed; with ſucceſs. 
Being afraid of the, pain which might be cauſed) by the.extremity of the cannula zubbing 
agaioſt-the tunica, albuginea, and the irritation in, conſequence. thereof, I have left it in, 
but with a piece of bpugie (whoſe length exceeded that of the cannula about a quarter or 
an eighth of an inch) within it. Of all the methods of uſing a ſtent, E chin ihis ãs the 
beſt, as the cannula ſecures its paſſage into the cavity of the vaginal coat; which the col 
lapſing of that tunic, and the Jooſe texture of the dartos, would otherwiſe render ſome- 
what difficult. But although IL have once or twice ſucceeded in this'matiner; I have 
much oftener been fruſtrated: ſometimes it has proved abſolutly ineffectual ; and at 
others, I have. ſcen t raiſe; ſuch a diſturbance, ab to render it neceſſaty to lay the hole 
cavity open before a cure bould be obtainedd..fſ 2.499% Io 169%7 2199 £ 
Of all the, methods of obtaining a. radical cure:of ah hydrocele; by extiting Inflam- 
mation within, the tuniea vaginalis, and the roby obtaining arr atheſſon between it ahd the 
albuginea, that by the ſeton isby muchithe beſÞ;7 it is the leaf painful; the molt ealily 
managed, excites the leaſt troubleſome ſymptoms, and is the moſt frequently futteſbful: 


but, as I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak of this Hereafter, I ſhall defer ſaying any more con- 


cerning it in this place, 
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and the diſeaſe has ſtill remained, notwithſtanding all the patient's. and 
our trouble. Sometimes the pain, inflammation, and ſymptematic 
fever, are but little; but on the other hand, they are all three 
ſometimes ſo great as to become alarming; at leaſt to a patient 
who has been taught to expect a cure upon much more Eaſy 
terms. The whole ſcrotum ſometimes becomes exceſſively in- 
flamed, and after a good deal of pain, and trouble, large deep 
floughs - are produced, and the proceſs beecomes as irkſome as 
any of thoſe, e _—_— e n are to a enter oy much more 
certain. e 5 | dil R 
If the inflammation: be but flight ; the pain, and ealuttion, mo- 
Arute; the ſymptomatic fever light ; the ſuppuration ſmall, and an 
univerſal coheſion of the two membranes is produced ; the event is 
very fortunate; and a very troubleſome complaint i is thereby got rid of, 
upon very eaſy terms. If the event proves what T have mentioned in 
the ſecond place; that is, if either the inflamma tion be confined to 
the darts; ' where it ſometimes produces ſeveral ſuperſicial abſceſſes 
(sf no conſequence ' toward” the cure of the diſeaſe ;) or if it has 
been ſo partial, as only to have occaſioned the coheſion between the 
tunics of "ſmall compaſs,” the cavity will not by chis meatis be abo- 
med, nor any thing like a radical cure be obtained; conſequent- 
ly the patient will have undergone all the fatigue, confinement; or 
pain, (be it more or leſs) for nothing. But if the inflammation 
. riſes high, if the ſcrotum ſwells: conſiderably, and large deep ſloughs 
are formed (as ſometimes happens) the ſymptoms, and the hazard, 
are then fully equal to what attend thoſe more certain methods. 
Which of the three will be the event, no man can ſayt Under 
the ſame external appearances, different people are more or leſs lia- 
ble to inflammation, and fever; the confinement of matter, in con- 
ne of too mall an opening, will i in ſome habits make ſtrange 
Hot ä | : havock, 
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havock, in à very ſhort time; and if a large opening, and a 
plentiful ſuppuration muſt at laſt be ſubmitted to, the method by 
a large inciſion at firſt, is preferable, as the cure is more certain, 
and the loſs of time lefs. Different circumſtances in the patient 
will render one method preferable to, and more likely to ſucceed, 
than another; but Whenever a cure is attempted by any of the 
before · inentioned means, the uncertainty of the event ſhould be 
made known, and the patient he appriſed of what way. __ 
either with regard to trouble or diſappointment. te... 

All the methods hitherto taken notice of, are Caleulated "Y pro- 
duce a perfect, or radical cure, without making a large wound, 
or bearing the appearance of a chirurgical operation: . thoſe of which 
I am now to ſpeak, are intended. for the ſame purpoſe; but by 
making a large and free opening into the bag containing the fluid, 


to render the accompliſhment of. ſuch purpoſe more certain: , - 


Theſe are called the cure by cauſtic, and the cure by inciſion. 
The cure by cauſtic, is calculated to ſpare the terror which a cut- 
ting inſtrument always conveys; and, (as the patrons of it ſay) to 
avoid the painful ſymptoms, and hazard, which frequently attend a 
large ineiſion in theſe parts. The method is this: a piece of the 
common paſte cauſtic, rather leſs than a finger's breadth, propetly 
ſecured by plaſter, is applied the whole length of the anterior part 
of the tumor, which will neceſſarily make an eſchar of propor- 
tional ſize. When this eſchar either caſts off, or is divided, an 
opening of nearly the ſame length and breadth is thereby intended 
to be made into the cavity of the tunica vaginalis teſtis: by which 
means an opportunity is given to the ſutgeon to apply ſuch dreſ- 
ſings to the inſide of the ſaid tunic, as ſhall, by the generation of 
new fleſh, fill up, and aboliſh its cavity. The preference which 
W Fe have 12225 to this method Derne that by inci- 
| | Ce Foe, ſion, 
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fon, has been upon a ſuppoſition) that a circumſtance which very 
ſeldom happens, will moſt frequently occur; I mean the penetration 
of the cauſtic thro the vaginal tunic, containing the fluid. 
By this they hope to avoid the ſymptoms which are ſuppoſed to 
be generally excited by the diviſion of the ſaid bag by a cut- 
ting inſtrument. I will not fay, that the cauſtic never does this; 
but I muſt ſay, that I have very ſeldom ſeen it do ſo. If the tumor be 
very large and full; the containing parts very much on the ſtreſs; 
and the ſkin and dartos very thin; the cauſtic may now and then 
penetrate thro, to the vaginab coat: but this, whatever may be 
thought or pretended, very ſeldom happens; and when it does not, 
the tunica vaginalis muſt be divided in the ſame ſtate, and manner, 
as if no cauſtic had been applied. All the difference between the 
two methods (cauſtic and inciſion) will then amount to this; that in 
the former, the ſkin being mortified, the patient is freed from a part 
of his apprehenſion at its being cut; and the ſurgeon, fancying 
chat his eſcharotic has gone - thro' the vaginal coat, will divide is, 
as a part of the eſchar: but a more careful examination of what 
he is about, at the time of ſuch operation, would generally con- 
vince the latter, that he divides the bag unaltered by the cauſtic; 
and the ſymptoms which often attend. this proceſs, confirm it. It 
has indeed been propoſed to divide the eſchar made in the Kin, 
down to the ſurface of the tunica vaginalis, and then by the appli- 
cation of a freſh cauſtic to make an eſchar in that coat. allo. But 
8 whoever makes, or ſubmits to this experiment,. will find that of 
two evils he chuſes the greater; and, to avoid the pain of inciſi- 
on, incurs a much greater degree of it by the repetition of the 
eſcharotic. The pain attending the firſt application of the cauſtie, 
is indeed to ſome ;perfons but little; but in many it is fully equal 
to. that of the knife, and muſt always be of much longer duration: 
x it _ not. penetrate | the tunica- vaginalis, that bag muſt be 
divide& 
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divided by a cutting inſtrument (as I have already ſaid) in the, ſane 
Kate as if no cauſtic had been applied; which inciſion is, and muſt 
be accompanied, with the ſame ſymptoms, (in the: fame perſon) 
as in the operation by the knife only. Nor can we at all times don- 
Hne the. cauſtic, ſo as: that it ſhall not cauſe à much nes ſore 

than is intended, or can be neceſſar ggg 

Upon the whole, che cure by cauſtic, as it . the be and 
eee of a bloody operation by the knife, and as it requires 
no dexterity in the operator, may, on thoſe two accounts: becbme 
preſerable both to many patients and ſurgeons; yet whoever promi- 
ſes to perform, or expects to receive a tadical cure by cauſtie, upon 
much eaſier terms than by inciſion, will moſt frequently be diſap- 
pointed ; that is, they will frequently find the fever, and inflamma- 
tory ſymptoms full as high, and the ſore full as painſul in the 
one as in the other; agd conſequently all their care and attention 
to obviate miſchief, full as neceſſary. Neither is the acceſſary 
confinement, in genera: at a * in the one than in the o- 
A, de niit Iten 01091 ee oll lo 2189 83 
0 DOaglef dne rhithods, * et babe ancients to let out the 
fluid fror an bydtöcele af the vaginal coat Was, (as I have al- 
toady obſerved). by making a pretty large diviſion of the ſorotutn 
and dartos, and having by chat means laid the tunic bare, to make 
an opening into that alſo, and theteby diſcharge the contents: © This 
method ſometimes produced a perfect cure in the firſt inſtance, but 
much more frequently produced only a temporary relief. If the 
opening made in the tunica vaginalis was ſmall, and united again 
immediately, the bag filled again with water; and the diſeaſe recur- 
Fly butt if the oriſice gaſtead. of immediately cunjting} became infla- 
img, or ſloughy, ſuch an adheſiom of that coat to the albuginea teſtis 
ſomutinies followed; as cauſtd an abolition of the cavity of the former, 


and conſequently; a radical” cure. Tho 9 now and then, 
babivil. 3 


—— 
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ws the cure was really accidental, yet it furniſhed a hint for attempting 
to obtain the ſame end, with a much greater degree of certainty. This 
was by, dividing; or laying open the whole cavity or bag containing 
the water: and that, ſometimes, by a mere ſimple diviſion of it; 
ſametimes, by the total removal of ſome part of ent ute 
Paulus Ægineta, Albucaſis, Severinus, and many 8 of the 
beſt of che ancient writers, have given a particular accoumt of this 
operation; and it has at all times been practiſed by ſome, tho it 
has generally been decried, and dreaded. In what manner, and 
with what caution it may have been executed, by thoſe who 
have given ſo bad an. account of it, I know not; but by what 
I have ſeen of it, I am very confident that the ills attending it 
have been much exaggerated; that, under proper cautions and re- 
ſtrictions, it will be found to be practicable: with perfect ſafety 
and that it ought by no means to be laid aſide. Some writers of very 
good character have appeared very averſe to it, and. have aſcribed 
to it ſuch” ſymptoms in general, as are indeed very alarming z but 


| which do not occur, unleſs the operation be performed improperly, 


or on ſubjeQs' unfit for iti I have practiſed it, very often, and do not 
remember to have ſeen any ill effects from it, more than two or three 
tinleb. 1 would be very cautious how 1 advanced any ching in a mat- 
ter of this Kind, Which experience would not vindicate, or by which 
others might be milled; but I have ſo often made the experiment, and 
witly mech ſuecets; that I cannot heſitate to aſſert, that under the ne- 
ceſſary reſtraittts, regarding age, habit, ſtate of the diſeaſe, &e. it is be 
very © uſefull, operation, tid may be practiſed with great propriety. 48 
may, pethaps, be thought to ſpeak better of it than it deſerves: 1 
am not coriſcious chat I do; but I am much inelined to believe, that 
they, who appear: i dverſe t it, have either practiſed it on improper 
oaks in'1 itpoper\eiremmſtances, or, having imbibed a prejus 
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dice againſt it, have been unneceſſarily alarmed at what would not 
in other caſes have alarmed them; or, that not being ſufficiently ap- 
prehenſive and attentive, they. have ſuffered their patients to get into 
circumſtances of hazard, which are not juſtly chargeable on the opera- 
tion merely, and would not happen under more careful management. 
Advanced age, an apparently bad or cacheRtic habit, a diſpoſition to 
anaſarcous or leucophlegmatie ſwellings, an intemperate life, the cu- 
ſtom of drink ing ſpirituous liquors, and any ſuch general diſorder in 
the conſtitution. as is likely to-increaſe; the ſymptomatic fever, Which 
ſuch an operation muſt neceſſarily produce, are juſt objectionis to it: 
any diſeaſe of the glandular part of the teſticle, its coats or veſſels, an 
old irreducible hernia, a diſraſed ſtate of the urethra, proſtate gland, 
or neck of the bladder, are (while they. continue) good reaſons for not 
performing it: but, conſideratis conſiderandis, in young and healthy 
people, and in a recent ſtate of the diſeaſe, this method of Anne 
a radical eure lis a very good, and a; very practicablę one. 
The method of petforming the operation is, 88 follows: — 
appointed an aſſiſtant to graſp the upper part of the tumor, in ordet to 
rande iti tenſe below, a puicture ſhould ſbe mate in che lowerſand an- 
erich part, through the {kin and vaginal cat. If the operator intends 
to Haifh, the inciſion with a knife,, he ſhould: make this puncture large 
| enough. to admit the end of his foresfinger ;/ which he; ſhould; intro- 
duce immeqdigtely, before the water ig all diſcharged, and. the vaginal 
_ coat collapſed:;1 and upon that finger, ſo introduced, he ſhould opn- 
tinue bis diviſion of the whole length of the bag, and ↄf the ſccotum 
Which goes it. If he intends; to uſe the probe ſtiſſatß (a more te- 
dious and a more painful method) he mayd make his fieſkipupcure 
with a lancet, and then introduce his ſeiſſars. Upon the firſt diviſion, 
the waten nuſhes out, and the tumor ſubſides i if the puncture be made 
| Gama, ; a part of i the duid wills {pre HE; warte icells of the, 
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dartos, and by the immediate collapſion of the vaginal coat, the ope- 
rator will find ſome difficulty, in introducing either his finger or his 
inſtrument into the orifice made in it; if he does not do this, he will 
divide only the ſkin and dartos, and the patient muſt undergo a ſe- 
cond inciſion, for the diviſion of the cyſt; all which inconvenience 
may be avoided, by making the firſt opening large enough for the 
introduction of the finger; and when that is in, all the reſt is, upon 
that, very eaſily executed “. 
' When the vaginal tunic is divided, uid the aid FP diſcharged, 
the teſticle, . covered only by its tunica albuginea, comes into view; 
and if the inciſion was either begun, or continued very low, it gene- 
rally thruſts itſelf out from the wound. This ſhould be gently replaced; 
and if the vaginal coat is not much thickened by having been long di- 
ſtended, nothing more need be done, than to lay a ſmall quantity of fine 
lint+ into its cavity; and then covering the wound with a large pled- 
vit and a ſoft bolſter, tie the ſerotum up in a ſuſpenſory bag. This 
operation, if properly performed, may be executed in a very few 
ſeconds: it requires no other violence, than the mere diviſion of 
the parts; and if this diviſion be made with a knife, rather than 
ſeiſſars, it will require much leſs time, and cauſe much leſs pain. 
e e ee ee en at iy The 
Some practitioners, terrified at the accounts which they have received of the operati- 
on, and yet being deſirous of producing a radical cure in this manner, have thought that 


they might leſſen the hazard, by reducing, the ſize of, the inciſion ; and therefore make a 
very ſmall one : : but whoever depends upon this, will find himſelf miſtaken, An inci- 
ſion made one Fourth of the length of the ſac will be attended with all the trouble and 
hazard, which follow one of two-thirds ; with this additional inconvenience, that the 
former will yery often prove ineffectual at laſt, 

+ By no means to fill, or diſtend it, or to make any cn on the rſticle; whoſe tus 
with albuginea is very irritable, as well as acutely: ſenſible. 24 
dne Nod dil: ei bus „bam Fond ot rl ic not 57 33911 oft; 
ph eon. 


The membranous ſtructure of the parts; on which this wou nd is 
inflicted; their continuation from the peritoneum; and the great 
irritability of ſome of thoſe which are neceſſarily laid bate, and put 
under a neceſſity of receiving dreſſings, muſt occaſion pain, and 
ſymptomatic fever: this it is the buſineſs of art to moderate and 
relieve; phlebotomy, lenient aperitiyes, febrifuges, and opiates, will 
therefore become neceſſary. But in this caſe, as in many others, it 
will generally be found much more eaſy to prevent bad ſymptoms, 
than to remove them; when they have been permitted to attain a 
conſiderable height. The operation is, or ought to be, confined to 
the young and the healthy, in whom inflammatory ſymptoms are 
moſt likely to occut ; but (I believe I may venture to ſay) to whom 
we have more efficacious remedies to apply in ſuch diſorders, than can 
be uſed to people of a different habit, and in different circumſtances. 
The general induration of all the parts about, the thick tumid lips of 
* inciſion, and the general inflammatory enlargement of the ſcro- 
tum, have for the firſt fout or five days a diſagreeable appearance; 
and may, if neglected or miſ- treated, prove very troubleſome, or 
even hazurdous; and the kind of diſcharge, which during that time 
is made (a thin diſcoloured gleet) ſeems very unequal to the reduc- 
tion of ſo much tumefaction; but when the febrile ſymptoms are 
appeaſed, and a kindly ſuppuration begun, let the ſurgeon have pati- 
ence, and not by an over-officiouſneſs, or by ' improper dreſſings, 
interrupt nature in what the is about: let him, by Warm fomen- 
tations, keep the parts clean, and perſpirable; let him dreſs the 
wound with a ſmall quantity of ſoft, eaſy, digeſtive _ applications ; 
and as. the whole ſcrotum of with: a loft, warm A 71 e ſu- 
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ſpend it in a proper bag; and he will, in general, ſoon ſee a favour- 
able change in all the appearances: he will fee the inflammation diſ- 
appear, the tumor reſolve, and all the tumefaction in due time ſub- 
ſide. But if he negleQs theſe general cautions, and, under a notion 
of aſſiſting digeſtion, goes to work with precipitate, and other irrita- 
ting dreſſings, the face of things will not be ſo agreeable ; the tumor 
will not ſubſide, and he will continue, or rather create a painful, un- 
digeſted ſore, with all its conſequences ; but, for which, he only is 
accountable.“ 

ſnootheſt, and moſt relaxing application of the kind ; has nothing offenſive i in its flavour; 
nor is it, like moſt other cataplaſms, likely to excite a herpes. 

* The great hardneſs, which almolt always attends inflammations of theſe parts, lias- 
(I ſuppoſe) been the reaſon, why ſo many writers have adviſed, and ſo many practitioners 
Rill uſe, ſuch applications, as (though really av are called diffolvers of be 
tion, and removers of obſtruction. 

I would be very cautious, how I made objection to what ſo many have es | 
and, in a matter of mere ſpeculation, would rather doubt my own judgment, than that 
of ſore others: but this is a fact, of which I have too often been convinced, to be 
miſtaken ; and, therefore, I cannot help ſaying, that it appears to me, that all applica» | 
tions of this kind, even the mildeſt of them, (the red precipitate) are generally very im- 
properly uſed; that they give unnecaſſary pain; and retard, what they are uſed with de- 
ſign to expedite. 

Inflammatory hardneſs and tumefaction i is not peculiar to the ſcrotum, upon its being 
wounded : it is common to all parts of fimilar ſtructure ; that is, the PIE and cellu- 
lar membrane all over the body. 

When ſuch parts are irritated by a large wound: they cannot reſiſt a ſudden ink! ; 
the conſequence of which muſt, for a time, be obſtruction, induration, and ſwelling: 
but, one moment's reflection on the natural ſtructure and ſtate of theſe parts, before 
ſuch wound was inflicted, or ſuch irritation excited, will prove that eaſe, relaxation, and 
free ſuppuration, muſt be the intentions proper to be purſued ; and that every application, 
which either nem gives pain, or e muſt pervert, and coutiterac ſuch. * | 
tentions. 
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In about ſix weeks, the ſcrotum is generally reduced to nearly its 
natural ſize; and when the wound is quite healed, the cicatrix is a 


Mn ane 


The breaſts of women, the axillæ of both ſexes, the parts ſurrounding the inteſtinum 
rectum, the cellular membrane in the perinæum, under the integuments of the penis, 
and in ſeveral other parts of the body, are liable to this kind of alteration, when in- 
jured; but this induration is very unlike to a glandular one, and requires very different 
treatment. In the latter, a deſtruction of parts is ſometimes neceſſary, and eſcharotic 
medicines may therefore be required: but in the former, mere relaxation. is all that is 
wanted : whatever gives eaſe, and appeaſes the inflammatory tenſion, will beſt produce 
matter, and anſwer the purpoſe which ought to be aimed at. 

The moſt convincing proof of the truth of this doctrine, may be drawn from that 
caſe, which, of all thoſe which affect this kind of membrane, is generally the moſt 
troubleſome. I mean the fiſtulæ in perinæo. In theſe, the induration and enlargements 
of the parts is ſometimes ſo great, as to be very alarming ;' ; hard, callous excrefcences ; 
deep and long finuſes, with ſmall orifices; conſtant pain and irritation; from the lodg- 
ment of matter and urine ; a ſymptomatic fever of the hectic kind; and a difficulty ei- 

ther of retaining the urine within, or expelling it from the bladder, make a part of the 
moſt frequent characteriſtics of this diſeaſe; and yet, even theſe caſes, terrible as they 
are, do frequently admit relief, and are ſometimes even cured, without any deſtruction 
of parts, or the uſe of any one eſcharotic application; a free diviſion of all the- hollow 
and hard parts; the application of ſoft, eaſy digeſtives, and of a warm, relaxing pul- 
tice ; a total abſtinence from all ſuch external remedies, as corrode or irritate ; and all 
ſuch internal ones, as under the title of deobſtruents, increaſe the velocity of the circu- 
lation, and waſte the patient's ſtrength, by watching, purging and ſweating 3. and an 
caſy and gradual diſtenſion of the urethra, ; by a" ſimple unmedicated bougie; will, in 
ſore inſtances, (indeed in all, where any good can be done at all) remove moſt of theſe 
diſagreeable circumſtances and appearances : in which caſes, a kindly: ſuppuration will 
be afforded by all the divided parts; a flarid, well-conditioned incarnation will be the 
conſequence ; the cicatrix will be ſmall, ſoft and moveable, and very unlike to what muſt 
follow from the uſe of catharetic applications, 

This is really a matter of much greater general ape than it is . be: 
the ſymptomatic fevers, which are either produced or maintained by the injudicious ap- 
plication of painful dreflings, are much more frequent than they are thought to be: not 


to mention the loſs of time which they muſt always cauſe, = the very does (ans defor- 


mities they often occaſion, | 
. 
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mere line, correſpondent to the original inciſion; which is a circum- 
ſtance of more conſequence to the patient, than is imagined ; eſpeci- 
ally, if he be obliged to get his bread by labour. 

If the tunica vaginalis, containing the water, by long or rank 
diſtenſion, or from any other cauſe, is become thick and hard, 


and cannot therefore contract itſelf, or be contracted, upon the 


nen evacuation- 
"The ſurgery of moſt of our forefathirs was coarſe and rough; ad many of the practi». 
tioners affected a kind of brutal, unfeeling ruſticity : the old maxim, ** Dolor medicina 
« {otoris,” was ſo generally received, that the ſurgeon almoſt forgot his patient's ſenſa- 
tion; and the common people thought they were neglected, if they were not tortured. 
Lord Bacon's moſt excellent advice, “ inveniendum quid natura ferat aut faciat,” was 
but half remembered ; they tried very ſufficiently what nature would bear, but very ſel- 
dom had patience to know what ſhe could do. Under a miſtaken notion of going to 
the bottom of wounds and abſceſſes, and of diſſolving indurations, they crammed and 
diſtended the cavities, and corroded and irritated its ſides, till a train of bad ſymptoms 
were often excited, which the original diſeaſe had no ſhare in the production of. 

That this is no exa ggeration, let their works teſtify ; and that ſomething of this kind. 
is ſtill too much in uſe, is too well known. All dreſſings are in fact extraneous bodies; 
and when they either conſiſt of ſuch materials as give pain, and excite Irritation, or are 
crammed in with injudicious violence, they are foreign bodies, with other miſchievous 
qualities annexed, Where deſtruction of parts is neceſſary, the ſooner it is executed the 
better, and the neceſſary pain muſt be complied with; but in the application of dreflings. 


to the inſide of abſceſſes, to hollows made by the removal of diſeaſed parts, to large ſores . + 


attended with hardneſs and inflammation of the common membrane : in ſhort, wherever 
mere ſuppuration is required, they cannot be too light, ſoft, and eaſy ; all that we have 
to do, is not to obſtruct nature in the execution of thoſe offices, to which ſhe is generally- 
fully equal ; in which we can lend her no affiftance beyond removing impediments out of 
her; way; In the particular caſe of the divided tunica vaginalis; that degree of thickneſs” 


and bardneſs, which it ſometimes acquires by long diſtenfion, is urged as a reaſon for the. 


uſe of "cauſtic applicatiohs : but this is a method of reaſoning to which I cannot agree, 
having often experienced the contrary. That membrane; like all others of the exangui- 
ous Kind, is dicult, and Now of digeſtion) eſpecially if altered by diſeaſe; but that it 
will in time become ſoughy, digeſt, and yield: a+ kindly ſuppuration and incarnation, by 
the, mere uſe of ſimple, eaſy, applications, and without that of any eſcharotic (not even 


the red precipitate) I have often and often experienced. | 
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evacuation of | the fluid; it will contribute conſiderably to the. thick- 
neſs of the lips of the wound, as well as to their hardneſs, pain, and 
difficulty of digeſtion. | In this caſe, the beſt way is to remove a 
part of it, on each fide, at the time of the operation. The cellu- 
lar ſtructure of the dartos eaſily admits this to be done; and when 
theſe ſides are. thus taken away, the lips of the wound conſiſt only 
of the common integuments. A knife will do this with much more 
eaſe and expedition, than any other inſtrument whatever. The me- 
thod propoſed by the late Mr. Douglaſs, of doing it by repeated ſnips 
of the probe-ſciſſars, is operoſe, unhandy, and unneceſſarily. painful 
and tedious : nor is the cutting away an oval piece of the ſcrotum, 
as adviſed by that gentleman and ſome others, at all neceſſary: 
on the contrary, the more looſe that part of the ſcrotum is, which i is 
to cover the teſticle (now deprived of its vaginal coat) the better; 3 as 
it will be more capable of cotrugation. 

With theſe cautions, and under the proper badi dens be 
5 mentioned) this method of obtaining a radical cure is very practica- 
ble. That it is ſometimes accompanied by troubleſome ſymptoms, | is 
beyond all doubt; and ſo is the method by cauſtic. I cannot ſay, that 
J have never ſeen it prove fatal; nor can that be ſaid of any operation 
of conſequence. Much depends on the choice of a proper ſubject, 
and the obſervance of the neceſſary means and cautions; without 
which, both this, and the uſe of the e will . be e 
ſome, 3 fornetimes hazardous. 1 Fat 

Before ] finiſh the account of this ae of ic 8 1 e taks = 
liberty of | mentioning one circumſtance more, whieh appears to me to 
be of conſequence. ' When the quantity of fluid i Is large, and the ſcro- 
tum and tunic much on the ſtretch, I think it is, better,t to diſcharge 
the water by mere puncture ; and not to perform the operation. for, the, 
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it. The inflammation neceſſarily conſequent upon the diviſion of 
theſe parts, juſt after they have been ſo much on the ſtretch, and ſo 
ſuddenly let looſe, may be, (and I think I might ſay, that I have ſeen 
it prove) productive of worſe ſymptoms, and a higher degree of fever 
and tumefaction, than uſually occurs, when the ſame parts are divided 
in a leſs diſtended ſtate. | 

This method of obtaining a radical cure' by incifion, of which 1 
have given the faireſt and moſt impartial account in my power, muſt 
always be conſidered as a matter of choice, and never can be an opera- 
tion of neceſſity: that is, they who are afflicted with the diſcaſe, for 
whoſe cure it is calculated, will always have it in their power to be 


temporarily relieved by the palliative means, or may make trial of any 


of the above-mentioned leſs certain attempts, without incurring any, 
or a very ſmall degree of hazard. Now as this method can never be 
ſaid to be totally and abſolutely void of ſome danger; as it bears the 
appearance of an operation of ſome ſeverity ; and as it muſt always be 
voluntarily, and deliberately ſubmitted to, without any real neceſſity 
from the circumſtances of the diſeaſe; in other words, as it muſt be 
choſen by the patient, merely to avoid the trouble and i inconveniences 
attending the diſorder; and not neceſſarily applied to, as ſome other 
operations are, to fave or Preſerve life, it does not often happen that we 
are called upon to practiſe it. 

The number of people labouring under this diſeaſe, and who « come 
within the above-mentioned neceſſary reſtraints, | from age, habit, 
manner of living, date of the complaint, thickneſs of ſac, &c. &c. &c. 
is great. And that of thoſe, who either have an inſuperable dread of 
an operation; or ate ſo circumſtanced or connected i in life, as to make 
any ſuch degree of danger highly ithproper to be voluntarily incurred, 
is ſtill greater: ſo that by far the majority of thoſe who are afflicted 

with abs diſorder; are obliged (however irkſome it may be, or how- 
len | L11l . | | ever 
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ever diſagreeable it may prove to them) to carry it through their life, 
ſeeking relief now and then from the palliative remedy of tapping. 
This renders it to the active and to the laborious, a camplaing of more 
conſequence than i is generally imagined. | 

From theſe conſiderations, I have often been induced. to think ſeri- 
ouſly on the ſubje&, and to make many experiments; the reſult of 
which, when likely to prove, at all uſeful to mankind, 'or-creditable to 
the art of ſurgery, I ſhall always think beth abliged. 10 communi- 
cate. N * 

Every practicable en propoſed. him: the antients, 1 have tried: 


and have found them in general painful, ee Wa ee. or in- 
efficacious. y 


£ 


I 


The tent, whether of lint, or Cana. 1s ſubject to great - objedti- 
ons, both in its firſt application, and its future neceſſary continuance. 
The cellular ſtructure of the dartos, and the looſe connection between 
the ſkin and tunica vaginalis, renders i its introduction (unleſs a cannula 
is be uſed) ſometimes difficult. , When in, great care; muſt be taken to 
keep it there for ſome time, or the effect intended (an inflammation 
of the vaginal, coat and albuginea) cannot be obtained; and the 
means made uſe of for its diſtenſion, as well as the nature of the tent 
itſelf (eſpecially if made of ſponge) prove frequently very fatiguing, 
not to ſay miſchievous, by the irritation, and the neceſſary confine- 
ment of the matter. And, after all, 1 have ſeveral times ſeen it pro- 

duce only a partial coheſion ;, and that ſo ſmall an one, as to prove no 
cure at all, nor at all prevent the future gecumulation of water, or 
the neceſſity of frequent tapping. Gt W K 

The cannula, when uſed for the ſame "repoſe. inſtead of «ook; is 
| indeed cally introduced ; and when in, does not confine. the matter: 
but then its hardneſs, inflexibility, and thin edge, and the abſolute. 
imp poſſibility « - e or managing it, in tha frequent and neceflary 
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motions of the patient, though confined to his bed, renders it a very 
unpleaſant and troubleſome gueſt within the tunica vaginalis; and if, 
to avoid this inconvenience, a piece of bougie be kept within it, this, 
while it is there, confines what ought to be diſcharged. 
The point to be aimed at is, to excite ſuch a degree of inflamma- 
tion, both in the tunica vaginalis and tunica albuginea, as ſhall oc- 
caſion a general and perfect coheſion between them: and this, if poſ- 
ſible, without the production of ſlough or abſceſs; without the ha- 
zard of gangrene, and without that degree of ſymptomatic fever 
which now and then attends both the, cauſtic and the inciſion ; and 
which, when it does happen, is ſo alarming both to patient and ſur- 
geon. 

Theſe ends I have frequently obtained, by the ule of a * It 
is a method of cure mentioned by Aquapendens, as uſed by Guido, 
and others before him; (though their proceſs was ſomewhat different 
from mine.) I have ſeveral times tried it on ſubjects of very different 
ages, ſome of them more than fifty years old. It requires confine- 
ment to bed only for a few days; ; after which, the patient may lay on 
a couch to the end of the attendance ; which is generally finiſhed in 

about three weeks, or a month at the fartheſt: and, during all that 
time, no other proceſs or regimen is neceſſary, than what an inflam- 
mation of the ſame part from any other cauſe (for example, a hernia 
humoralis) would require, But for a more particular account of this 
I muſt refer the reader to the tract on this 7e which he will find 
at the end of the N preſent. 
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1 5 ceſs, proceeding from, or cauſed by blood; and, though 

Fred of 'by writers as one- ſimple diſeaſe, is liable to ſo conſiderable 
variety, both with regard to nature, and fituation, as to admit, or 
even require, being divided into ſeveral kinds. | 

Such diſtinction of the different kinds of hæmatocele, though not 
uſually made, is abſolutely neceſſaty toward rightly underſtanding the 
diſeaſe; the general idea, or conception of which, appears to me to 
be ſome what erroneous, and to have produced a prognoſtic which is 
ill-founded, and haſty. According to my. conception, and experience 
in this matter, the difeaſe, properly called hzmatocele, is of four 
kinds; two of which have their ſeat within' the tunica vaginalis teſtis ; 
one within the albuginea; and the fourth, in the tunica communis, 
or common cellular membrane, inveſting the ſpermatic veſſels. 

In paſſing an inſtrument, in order to let out the water from an by- 
drocele of the vaginal coat, a veſſel is ſometimes wounded: which is 
of ſuch ſize, as to tinge the fluid pretty deeply at the time of its run- 
ning out: the otifice becoming cloſe; when the water is all diſ 
charged, and a plaſter being applied, the blood ceaſes to flow from 
thence, but inſinuates itſelf partly into the cavity of the vaginal coat, 
and partly into the cells of the dartos ; making, ſometimes, in the 


ſpace of a few hours, a tumor nearly equal in fize to the rien hy- 
drocele. This is one ſpecies. 21 | 
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It ſometimes happens, in tapping an hydrocele, that although the 
fluid diſcharged by that operation be perfectly clear and limpid, yet, 
in a very ſhort ſpace of time, (ſometimes in a few hours) the ſcrotum 
becomes as large as it was before, and palpably as full of a fluid. If a 
new puncture be now made, the diſcharge, inſtead of being limpid 
(as before) is now, either pure blood, or very bloody. This is ano- 
ther ſpecies: but, like the preceding, confined to the tunica we. ud 
nalis. L | 

The whole vaſcular compages of the teſticle is ſometimes very. 
much inlarged, and at the ſame time rendered fo Jax and looſe, that 
the tumor produced thereby has, to the fingers of an examiner, very 
much the appearance of a ſwelling compoſed of a mere fluid, ſuppo- 
ſed to be ſomewhat. thick or viſcid. This is in ſome meaſure a de- 
ception ; but not totally ſo: the greater part of the tumefaction is 
cauſed by the looſened texture of the teſtis; but there is very fre- 
quently a quantity of extravaſated blood alſo. _ 

If this be ſuppoſed to be an hydrocele, and pierced, the diſcharge 
will be mere blood. This is a third kind of hæmatocele; and very 
different, in all its circumſtances, from the two preceding: the fluid 
is ſhed from the veſſels of the glandular part of the teſticle, and con- 
tained within the tunica albuginea. 

The fourth conſiſts in a rupture of, and an effuſion of blood from, 
4 branch of the ſpermatic vein, in its paſſage from the groin to the 
teſticle. In which caſe, the extravaſation' is made into the tunica 
communis, or cellular membrane inveſting the ſpermatic veſſels. 
Each of theſe four, I have ſeen fo diſtinctly, and perfectly, that I 
have not the ſmalleſt doubt concerning youre exiſtence, and of their. 
difference from each other. 


The tunica vaginalis teſtis, in a natural and healthy ſtate, is 4 
membrane, which, although firm. is of no great thickneſs ; it is 


white, 
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white, or rather of a reddiſh white colour; and its blood-veſſels are 
(in a healthy ſtate) no more apparent to the eye, than are thoſe of the 
tunica albuginea: but when it has been long or much diſtended, it 
thereby becomes thick, and tougi; and the veſſels (eſpecially thoſe of 
its inner ſurface) are ſometimes ſo large, as to be very viſible, and even 
varicous. If one of theſe lies in the way of the inſtrument, where- 
with the palliative cure is performed, it is ſometimes wounded : 
which caſe, as I have already obſerved, the firſt part of the — 
Which is diſcharged, is pretty deeply tinged with blood. 

Upon the collapſion of the membranes, and of the empty bag, 
this kind of hemorrhage generally ceaſes, and nothing more comes of 
it. But it ſometimes happens, either from the toughneſs of the 
tunic, or from the varicous ſtate of the veſſel, that the wound (eſpe- 
cially if made by a lancet) does not immediately unite 3 but continues 
to diſcharge blood into the cavity of the ſaid tunic, thareky produning 
a new tumor, and a freſh neceſſity of operation. 

This is what I have taken the liberty to call the firſt ſpecies of he- 
matocele, and plainly and evidently conſiſts in a Worn of a veſſel of 
the vaginal tunic. | 

Upon the ſudden diſcharge of Aa fluid, from 'the bag of an over- 
ſtretched hydrocele, and thereby removing all counter- preſſure againſt 
the ſides of the veſſels, ſome of which are become varicous, one of 
them will, ſometimes, without having been wounded, burſt. If the 
- quantity. of blood ſhed from the veſſel ſo burſt be ſmall, it is ſoon 
abſorbed again, and, creating no trouble, the thing is “ not known. 

Wikre OBE 62-207 fn ener 3%; 249g But 


From this cauſe it very often happens, that the laſt running (if I may uſe the phraſe) 
of the water from an hydrocele, is bloody (all the former part having been perfectly 
clear;) and from hence it is, that a bloody diſcharge may. almoſt always be produced 
m_ the ſame occaſion, by prefiing and handling the ſcrotum, They, who would ſee a 


very 
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But if the quantity be conſiderable, it, like the preceding, occaſions a 
new tumor, and calls for a repetition of the operation. This I call 
the ſecond ſpecies: which, like the firſt, belongs enticely to the va- 
ginal coat, and has no concern either with the teſticle, or with the 
ſpermatic veſſels. In both, the bag which was full of water, be- 
comes in a ſhort ſpace of time diſtended with blood : which blood, if 
not carried off by abſorption, muſt be diſcharged by opening the con- 
taining cyſt ;. but in neither of theſe can caſtration (though ſaid to be 
the only remedy) be ever neceſſary : the mere diviſion of the ſaceulus, 
* and. the application of dry lint, to its infide, will, in general, if 
not always, reſtrain the hæmortrhage; and anſwer every. purpoſe, for 
which ſo ſevere a remedy has been preſcribed. The other two are in- 
deed of more conſequence z they intereſt either the teſticle itſelf, or. 
the veſſels by which it is ſupplied with blood, and rendered capable of 

executing, 


very ingenious account. of this kind of hzmatocele, and a very probable application of 
the ſame principle, for the ſolution of ſome other appearances in diſeaſes, 9 find it in 


the Edinburgh eſſays from profeſſor Monro, the father. 
It may indeed happen, that the blood of the patient may be in ſuch ſtate, as to be 


incapable of coagulation: in which caſe, the hæmorrhage will continue from the inſide 


of the ſac, although it be laid open; and alſo from all the divided parts. This circum- 


ſtance, though a very hazardous one, cannot be foreſeen; nor do I know, in this ſtate 
of the juices, what benefit can ariſe from the removal of the teſticle : for the hemorrhage 
will certainly be continued, from all parts of the wound neceſſary in ſuch operation; 
upon the ſame-principle, and for the ſame reaſon that it could not be reſtrained from the 
inſide of the ſac. Such an indiſpoſitlon of blood is often, in cachectit habits, the cauſe 
of very troubleſome and fatal hemorrhages, at ſome diſtance of time from amputation, 
as well as immediately. If this want of an agglutinant quality in the blood is not cor- 
rected, or is not capable of correction, it generally goes hard with, the patient, let the 
operation be what, or where it may: for it is not merely the ſuppreſſion of the bleeding 
that is required; the ſame ill quality of blood will prevent ſuppuration, produce bloody, 
ſanious gleeting, gangrene and mortification. This is an evil; of which every practi- 


tioner muſt have ſeen ſo many inſtances, that it is needleſs to produce particular ones. 
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executing its office z and are ſometimes not curable, but by remo- 
val of the part. UV 

One of ' theſe is ſeated within the tunica Aeg 7 the teſticle; 
the other in the tunica communis of its veſſels: they are neither of 
them very Og 3 Yup when Wi do wg Fs they call for all our 
attention. 

If blood be besass within the Aten Aenär or proper 
coat of the teſticle, in confequence of a great relaxation, and (as it 
were) diffolution of part of the vaſcular compages of that gland ; 
and the quantity be conſiderable, it will afford or produce a fluctu- 
ation, to the hand of an examiner, very like to that of an hydro- 
cele of the tunica vaginalis; allowing ſomething for the different 
denſity of the different fluids, and the greater wh eigh of hee for- 
mer from the ſurface. 

If this be miſtaken for a ſimple hydrocele, and an opening be 
made, the diſcharge will be blood; not fluid, or very thin; not 
like to blood circulating through its proper veſſels, but dark, and 
duſky in colour; and nearly, of the conſiſtence of thin chocolate 
(like to what is moſt frequently found in the imperforate vagina.) 
The quantity diſcharged will be much ſmaller than was expected 
from the ſize of the tumor; which ſize will not be conſiderably di- 
miniſhed . When this ſmall quantity of blood has been ſo drawn off, 
the teſticle will, upon examination, be found to be much larger 
than it ought to be; as well as much more looſe, and flabby; in- 
ſtead of that roundneſs and reſiſtance ariſing from an healthy ſtate 
of the gland, within its firm ſtrong coat; it is ſoft; and capable 
of being compreſſed almoſt; flat, and that generally without any of 
that pain and uneaſineſs, which always attend the compreſſion of a 
ſound teſticle. If the bleeding ceaſes upon the withdrawing the 
cannula (oppolng a trochar to ber been aſed) g and the puncture 

| cloſes, 
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cloſes, freſh :aceumulation of the ſame; kind of fluid is ſoon made, 
and the ſatne degree of tumefaction is produced, as before the ope- 
ration: if the orifice does not cloſe, the hemorrhage nue and 
very ſoon E alarming. "LEP is | 
In the two preceding ſpecies, the blood comes from the tunica 

vaginalis, the teſtis itfelf being; ſafe and uncdncerned; and the 
remedy is found, by opening the cavity of the ſaid tunic : but 
_ in!;this, the -hamonrbage, cames from the ſubſtance of the teſticle ; 
from the convolutions of the ſpermstie artery. within the tunica 
albuginea : the: divigon of the.vaginal;coat gan there, do no good; and 
an inciſion made into the albuginea can only ſincreaſe ther miſchief: 
the teſticle is ſpoiled, or. rendered uſeleſs, by that kind of altera- 
tion made ij cit; previous to the extravaſation ; and caſtration is the 
any bure, which a patient in ſuch cireumſtances can depend upon. 
Tha laſt. ſpecies of this diſeaſe ariſes, from a, burſting of a branch 
of th ifpermatic vein, between the groin and ſcrotum, in what is 
generally known by the name of the ſpermatic proceſs. This, which 
is geberally produced by great, or ſudden zexertions of : ſtrength; 
feats pf agility, &c. may happen to perſons. in the beſt health, 
whoſe blood: and juices are in reedb and whoſe ng _ 
r from blemiſh or diſeaſe. 1:80. is 

:© The'effafion; or , is > att into the cellular eas; 
which inveſts and envelopes the ſpermatic veſſels,” and has ſomething 
the | appearance of a true hernia. When the:caſe is clear, and the 
extravaſated blood i does not give way to diſcutient applications, the 
only remedy is: to lay the tumor fairly open, thro” its whole length. 
If the veſſel or breach be ſmall, the hemorrhage may be reſtrained 
by meren compreſſion with dry lint or by the uſe. of ſtiptics; but 
if it be latge andi theſe, means do not ſucceed, the ligature: muſt be 
made uſe of. If the bleeding branch: can be tied fingly, the teſticle 

ni M mm may 
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may be preſerved ; if it cannot, and the whole ſpermatic « proceſs 


muſt Funn er erer e to add, that the teſticle muſt - * 
removed. | Hol #211450 Sito nt : 00 
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| 4 ng bil tireyoycare old, deded . 601 out the 
water from an hydrocele; which operation, he ſaid; had, 
for ſome time 'paſt;” beer performed upon him, twice a year, by 
the late Mr. Bell of Red-Lion- Square and he defired alſo, that I 
would do it with a laneet. I let out near a pint, the firſt part of 
which was deeply tinged with blood but as it ran, it became 
clearer” and clearer; and at laſt was perfvctly limpi@ ; and when 1 
put on the plaſter, he did not bleed a dfep. The next morning, 
he came to me again; told me that he had bled a good deal in the 
night; and ſhewedd me his linnen; which was very bloody. As 
thite waß nd diſcharge at this time, I only (renewed bis plaſter, 
put him à bag-truſs on, and de fired that he would geo home, and 
keep quiet. He remained free from hæmorrhagei for ſome hours; 
and therefore neglecting my laſt caution, he walked! about a: good 
deal, and heated himſelf, and the next day ſent for me to look at 
his ſerotum; which wan läge, and fulb: making no doubt, from 
all the eiteumſtances that the tutnefaction was” from blood, I: told 
him my opinion 3 und; at the ime,” time, adviſed}: if it did not diſ- 
ſipate, by proper attempts for that purpoſe, to ſubmit to have the 
vaginal coat laid open, and thereby obtalm a radical cuB᷑“ii 
Some time was ſpent, in attempting diſeufſion; during: which, 
the tumor ĩnereaſed and he, now and then, bled pretty freehy from 
theibrificez which became ſpongy, and would not hel. 
Mr mA. | | Finding 
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Finding all endeavours ineffectual, he ſubmitted : the tunica vagi- 
nalis was laid open; a cenfiderable quantity of blood was diſcharged 
(ſome in a fluid ſtate, but principally grumous;) he had no diſa- 
grecable en 5 and, in about he weeks, was perfectly well. 
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Ares adeily PO who had often kad 4 large bnjflibcdte ape! 
| he Hob ial; came ofle day; ut ufüal: 1 made a punctute 
With 4 laccet, 75 but the Wäter; büt was nat Ralf an hour, 
before 1 Could ſtop an  hizthorrhage from che Wound. . 
The next day be came again and cothplitHied . to one of my dreſ- 
ſers, that he had bled, more or leſs, all the night. He was properly 
Areftd; the "bleeding Keftratled; and he wis adviſed to 80 home, 
ad keep quiet upon the bed. 

The thirtt day, twitien 1 Wab hh r the Hoſpiel, 0 bene al 
ſhewed me his ſerotum; which was as full, and as large, as when 
T firlt tappel it che otifce Waise not heiled ; and, upon preſſure, 
blood” was diſchlarged from it. He fuld, that lie could not afford to 
ret from His labdur; and my u e dbeidents dne ee, Mr. 
Crine took him undet his care. E 

Hie (finding the bloo Uſchabe a1 antes boteelu weng 
wh man kept in bed, alt wis properly taken care of) made a free 
inciſion into the tumor ; turned out a good deal of coagulated blood 
with his finger > dhd then, lightly Biting the cavity with lint, ob- 
rained a ee IN the D 6 and Ae a radical cure. 
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AE who uſed t o come to London about Ni five or ſix 
4 months, to have a large hydrocele emptied, came o me un- 
der a great alarm. 

Having often bad the water en off 'by punure. i in London, 
he determined. to let the teen of the village Sg he lived 
| | troubl e of, 5%. Journey. 

The, operation, was, very — *. —. 98 hag Perſecthy 

emptied ; but the, next, morning, 10 hig, great aſtoniſhment, he found 

it as full as before. His apothecary was as much ſurpriſed as bimſelf; 

and the patient Fot. into a poſt- chaiſe, and came immedi diately, to 

London. r gin ut Ia „l 10 Som 1,bafd te 2A H: 8 

os hearing, this account, and ſecing, and' feeling che tumor, I 

made no fcruple of declaring it to be blood Sang. that if it did not 

: ſoon dulpaſe by reſti and Proper: 5 . appligations,.it, ouſt cerigiply be l let 

outs; ag ok is bac gl eb d id: woitontondio end ben bevel 

All. attempts for diſperſion, B9jed fryigle(s, the umgr. iocgeaſed, 

and an bis health, andthabit were Bod, End his agg. By go gag ad; 

vunced. Lad viſed him toi ſupmit to. an 1061 hon ;. by which, I. hoped 

| that he would not only get rid of the preſent oth hut would moſt 

| probabiy.opjin benen ge be 11 80 pron Fah chat! 
Vould-Ggſt by puncture fatisfy. him, that; . was disht in my conjec- 

icy With regarditoſ th gontegts. ben u 2 165301 013 010 nod ian 


1 paſſed a, Janget into: the fore, part, ang. gave diſcharge: to a clear 
h | "blogda * While that Was running gut, 1made,by,means « of a prof be: pointed 
knife, an inciſion of ſufficient lize, to admit a doſſil or two of fine lint. 
3 For a day or two, the ſymptoms were untowardly, and the diſcharge 
. was large, and. bloody; but by proper care, keeping very quiet, and 
Wo taking Wey of the bark with, clixex, yitrioli, one thing ended well. 
FOR | j 0 ASE 
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Luſty healthy man, W forty, who! had the care OP: a manu- 


account of a large hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis. The tumor was 
very large, the parts conſiderably on the ſtretch, and I adviſed him to 
have it tapped directly. 


About twenty ounces of clear water were drawn off by means of a 


trochar, without the appearance of a drop of blood. As he had car- 
ried his burthen long, and had-never been relieved'from it before, he 
was much ſurpriſed at this immediate eaſe, and went to work. 2 ſoon 
as he got! home. | Ih 

| The next morning he came to me much alarmed, and hewel, me 


his: ſcrotum; which was full half as big as before the puncture had 


been made, I had no doubt, that its preſent content was blood; and 
was very apprehenſive that it might require the ſame treatment, as the 
preceding caſe; which, in his conſtitution, and manner 88 Eving, 
muſt have been attended with haze. 
ordered him home to bed immediately; A e bloc 8 
arm, and directed a cooling purge to be taken next morning: the ſcro- 
tum was s ſuſpended, and wrapped” in a rag, folded ſeven or eight times, 
and wette in 4 ; ſolution of fal. ammok. erud. in vinegar and water, 
and he had irection to keep it conftitply wet. On the third day 1 
bled bim again, and ordered hin another pirge for the fourth, and 
continued the fame application, FA 


'F inding the fwelling quite at a ſtand, and i imagining that by 1 mend- 


| ing, his are of blood, A farther effuſion wight poſſibly be prevented, 


and an pod ann! for the abſorption of what was already ſhed, 
1 03 $8 162 e SLY . 


oh; 


facturer's warehouſe in my neighbourhood, conſulted me on 


” eg -= 
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- I adviſed him to take a dram of the cortex every fix hours: this he did 
for as many days; during which, the tumor viſibly lefſened : and, by 

_ perſiſting in the ſame method, he got well: that is, all that degree of 

tumefaction, which, I ſuppoſe to have been cauſed by blood, diſap- 

peared. © After ſome months the ſcrotum became large again; and he 

followed the advice which I had given bim, 'viz. to have the fluid 

drawn off, before it attained too large a ſize. I have ſeveral times 
| figoe CFE it, 4 always have drawn off a clear fluid. 
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N A N, about 8 of a How S 88 ane ſub- 
A ject to cholicky complaints, had the ater drawn off from a 


hydrocele of the vaginal coat, by means of a ſmall trochar. The 
quantity was near a pint, and the bag was perfealy emptied. The 
next morning, it ſeemed to contain a fluid, although in no great 
quantity: he ſhewed i it to the perſon who tapped | him the day before, 
and who adviſed him to put on a bag-truſs, and to take a ſmart purge. 
In three days it was ſo manifeſtly increaſed, as to alarm che patient, 
and make him deſirous of farther. advice. 

On the fixth day from the firſt operatian, I aw him, and Gong! the 
ſcrotum fo much jnlarged, that I made no doubt, the vaginal tunic 
contained at leaſt ſeven « ounces; which 1 ſuſpeed to be blood. 

'T adviſed a diſcutient application, and the free uſe of the cortex F 
but this did net ſuit the humour, either of the patient or, of. bis ſur- 
geon. He took 1 three or four purges. of rad, Jallap. and made uſe of 
a warm fomentation. At the end of about a month, 1 was deſired to 
ſee him again. The tumor was larger, and his firength impaired by 
his purging. I appeared t to me to be now of ſuch a 126, and i in ſuch 


ſtate, 
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ſtate, that nothing but the operation could ſerve him ; and for which 
J prepared him, if the puncture ſhould produce a diſcharge of blood 
only. An opening was made with a lancet, and the diſcharge was 
clear fluid blood: I would have proceeded, but the patient would not 
permit me: and he was dreſſed with a ſuperficial pledgit, and a 
Naher. 

Blood 00zed from the orifice all that night, and . of, the next 
dans and when I jo him again, he could not have, loſt leſs than a 

int. 

: I was well aware, what might be the 8 of a dividon of 
the tunica vaginalis, in ſuch a habit; but, at the ſame time, it ſeemed | 
to be the unicum remedium, for he would take no medicine. The 
hemorrhage continuing another day, he ſubmitted. The operation 
diſcovered no one bleeding veſſel; nor did I imagine that it would, 
being convinced that it came from the infide of the tunic. He was 
drefled with dry lint, and put to bed with an opiate : all that night, 
and the ſucceeding day, the diſcharge was large, and bloody: and the 
lips of the inciſion, on the ſecond, were flabby and free from inflam- 
matory tumefaction. I told him my opinion freely, and preſſed him 
to take the bark, or have more afliſtance ; both which, at that time, 
he refuſed to do. | 
On the cloſe of the third 43 the Wee ſtill e he 
becoming fick and faint, and his pulſe failing a little, he was alarmed, 
and permitted us to direct for him. A draught, conſiſting of a dram 
of bark, half: a dram of confect. cardiac. and three or four drops of 
tinct. thebaic; was ordered to be taken every four hours. | 

Not to make the account tediotis, by a relation of every minute cir- 
_ eurnſtance; he perſiſted in this method, and- it was four days before the 
bleeding ceaſed, or the edges of the inciſion became inflamed, or 
ſhewed any tendency; toward ſoppuration. But at laſt, with ſome dif- 
ficulty be got well. As E 
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A e man, Width ak doo $i hd. fake," il A bad 


on his back, was brought into St. Bartholomew 8 Hoſpital, on 

a ſuſpicion of his having got a rupture, in conſequence of his fall; he 

having immediately perceived a wn in BHS: Solches ald . 
which he had not before, 

Fhe tumor ſeemed to occupy 2 proceſs; * which 


| og ſo enlarged by it, that it was impoſſible to feel the paſſage of it 


from the e how the a en eee, it was 
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Adina ſituation of the teſticle e and an accidental een fintice, | 


of the man's not having had a ſtool for two days paſt; inclined'Mr. 


Freke (whoſe week" it wüs) to believe it to be, and to treat it ab, 4 


rupture. He made ſotne attempts for reduction und, finding than 


fruitleſs, determintd upon the opetation immediate) 
fe divided the ſkiſi and membrana adipoſa, down: to Wat he took 


to be the hernial fac; and when he had ſo done, had a mind to CY 


deavour; at the Leun of the inteſtine; without opening the e.. 
Mf. Freke was 1 man bot eafily'to be difſuaded from whathe' hack a 


wind to do; and; having got the whith into His head, was determined 


to make the experiment on this, which he thought a fair Eaſe for the 


_ purpoſe. Accordingly (with his probe · ſeĩſſars) he divided the tendi- 


nous opening in the abdominal muſcle; and then again tried to reduce 


the gut, but to no [purpoſe ; for nothing would go vp. At laſt, tho 
with much reluctance, he was 6bliged : to lay! open the containing 
membrane. He had no ſooner done this, than a 1955 Lang of 
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blood, (partly fluid, and partly grumous) burſt forth, and the whole 
tumor ſubſided; leaving the proceſs n free; and containing 
neither inteſtine, nor omentum. 

The parts were now waſhed clean, and ailigent frarch made for the 
breach whence this blood iſſued; but none could be found: the man 
was dreſſed with liat and pulv. boli armen. (a method of dreſſing. 
which Mr. Freke was fond of) and, in a proper {pace of time, the 
man got well withaut any new hemorrhage. x 
In "this caſe, ſome of the circumſtances might be ſaid to rae? an 
inteſtin nal. hernia not improbable and the want of ſtools might have 
incteafed ſuch probability; but then, it ſhould have been conſidered, 
| that; although this be one ſymptom of the ſtrangulated inteſtine, yet 
it 18 not, by any means, an univocal, or infallible one. A want of 
ſtools | may happen. from other cauſes, even in a perſon who has a rup- 
ture, but cannot ſingly de a reaſon for the operation immediately ; 

which! ought” to be indicated and authoriſed. by other concomitant 
ſymptoins and appearances. A coſtive habit may attend a perſon, who 
has ati inteſtinal hernia, when the gut labours under no ſtricture, and 
docs its office perfectly well in the ſcrotum ; but ſuch patient will not 
have the ſymptoms of an incarcerated inteſtine ; nor, indeed, had this 
LO His not having been at ſtool two days before, was an acciden- 
tal eircutſtance: which might or might not have been occaſioned by 
the deſcent of a piece of the inteſtinal canal: the truth of which 
ſhopld } have been proved by the ule of a clyſter and a purge, before an 


operation: had been n performed. . 4 
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Labouring man, „Who had aka down ii the. a. Gittr 4 bad 
on his back, was brought into St. Bartholomew 8 Hoſpital, on 
A ſuſpicion of his having got a rupture, in conſequence of his fall; he 
having immediately perceived 4 ſwelling i in 1 gfolnj, 1 and amn, 
Which he had not before. 
Fhe tumor ſeemed to occupy tho ee Hense pebleetey Which 


Was ſo enlarged by it, that -it was jmpoſſible to feel the Paſiage'of it 


from n ee on ad Ws RT but the teſtiele below eaten 


perfely diſtinct. {224 2207008, Salutumod DYC 
The appearance f a tumor, tlie ſuddenneſs of its WOE 


diſtinct ſituation of the teſticle below, and an accidental circumſtance, 


of the man's not having had a ſtool for two days paſt; inclined Mr. 
Freke (whoſe week" it was) to believe it to be; and to treat it ab, 


rupture. He made ſome attempts for rediſction : and, findlin ng them 


fruitleſt, determined upon the operation immediately. ß 
ke Hvided - the ſkin and membrana adipoſa; down to Wat he took 


to be the hernial fac; and when he had fo done, had a mind to en- 


| wind to do; and, having got the whittt into his head, was determined 


dear at the leturn of the inteſtine; thbut opening che fie. 


Mr. Freke was à man hot eaſily to be diſſuaded from What he had a 


to make the experiment on this, which he thought a fair taſe for the 
purpoſe. Accordingly (with his probe - ſciſſurs) he divided the tendi- 


nous opening in the abdominal muſele; and then again tried to reduce 


the gur, bur to no purpoſe; for nothing Would go up. At laſt, tho 
with much reluctance, he was sbliged to lay open the containing 
membrane. He had no ſooner done this, than a" large 271 of 
Te zu CASINOS. | blood 


- 
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« 
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blood, (partly fluid, and partly grumous) burſt forth, and the whole 
tumor ſubſided; leaving the proceſs perfectly free; and containing 
neither inteſtine, ner-omentum. - 

The parts were now waſhed clean, and diligent aueh made for the 
breach whence this blood iſſued; but none could be found: the man 
was dreſſed With lint and pulv. boli armen. (a method of dreſſing. 
which Mr. Freke. was fond of) and, in a proper (pace of FOG. the 
man got well withaut any new hemorrhage. 

In this caſe, ſome of the citcumſtances might be ſaid to render an 
inteſtinal, hernia not improbable; and the want of ſtools might have 
increaſed ſuch probability; but then, it ſhould have been conſidered, 
| that; although this be one ſymptom of the ſtrangulated inteſtine, yet 
it is not, by any means, an univocal, or infallible one. A want of 

ools may happen from other cauſes, even in a perſon who has a rup- 
türe, but cannot ingly be a reaſon for the operation immediately ; ; 

E S:'5 oug tht to be indicated and authoriſed by other concomitant 
Heston and appearances. A coſtive habit may attend a perſon, Who 
has all inteRinal hernia, when the gut labours under no ſtricture, and 
does its office perfectly well in the ſctotum; but ſuch patient will not 
have the ſymptoms of an incarcerated inteſtine ; nor, indeed, had this 
ag. His not haying been at ſtool two days before, was an acciden- 
tal circummſtince; © Which tnight or might not have been occaſioned by 
the deſcent of a piece of the inteſtinal canal : the truth of which 
ſhopld have been proved by the uſe of a a and a purge, before an 
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. Young Kelten er get "rid. of 4 bid f Gol. felt a fudden 


a 
pain in his 1 


roin ; and, upon 4 , Fudd a a ſwel- 
106 extending from WN into the ſcrotum.” "He1r68k ft fr a rup- 


ture, and immediately. applitd to an advertifht g operitor'; "Who: bfter 
ſeveral unſucceſsful attempts to reduce it, put a truſs on hin; ind told 


im, that the tumor uld gradually ſhrink to nothing. The truſs 
c wore, 101 ſome NG when, finding both his pal and Ri in- 
creaſe, he apptied to: ae in bis own eee With Whom 
aw bim 9 unn 3 
"The > LITE a N and kad Pala the feel of a 5 [ "qinental 
hernia ; the bad pros ſeemed.” to. be | Ailated' TH i, whe. te- 


ſticle 955 ; tol lerably diſtingt below; his pajo in ap Hong Fo 


conſiderable; but ic in a ſuping one very little: ks Bi 8 | 
ichs of 2 al bie cough,” nor ate thei 


a 
ee SED {6 netted ende 2 ling »; * 4525 12 


N Ae th cre as r poling anz d de gre 8 — 4 
aſhes, qi, Tai 9 8 58 Hing bio bio Hh 15 e 


ec, 3d trying MEL apt Soy do 
everal days 19 1 thout an, t | 


22 0 


This method was \ ried, 
on the contrary,” t c pain Le IF as wel Las 4 e wer 74 ang a oe. 
tuation within became palpable. | I 


This fluid, I thought poſſibly ab "H colleQed in the fac of an 
| omental hernia (a caſe which I had more than once ſeen) and as there 


Was plainly enough in quantity to render a puncture perfectly ſafe, 
we made one with a lancet, and let out ſome ounces of clear blood. 


When 
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When the ſwelling was thereby leſſened, we felt for the ſpermatic 
veſſels, but could diſcern them very OOTY and the proceſs 
| ſeemed much loaded, and-enlarged; 

Next day, the man was perfectly well in vers of but the ſcrotum. 
looked ſwelled, and black; as if it had been much bruiſed : he had alſo 
bleg from the puncture, which was not cloſed, and diſcharged blood 
freely; upon any, prefſare being made above. FO 

Thgugh Wg, Were in ſome doubt, concerning the true nature of the 
caſe, yet, it Was clear, that if the hemorrhage continued, the part 
muſt be laid RNs c. b JOE D634) GM Jabs 

Fer de ds four days it ige notwithſtanding, all our e endea- 
aus. 1 0d. at laſt, it was ſo conkiderable, ; = to indicate the en 
immediately. 1 041 
n knifg was de into the c orifice made by the lancet, and a an 
inciſian of {ome length made; but no ſacculus, no. particular & r Cavity 


een en like a a hernial ſacs, or or, tunica vaginalis teſtis ; in 1 ſhort, 
nothzog b wh ceHular membrane ; "which ſatis ed us, that the blood 


Hie 8 SAW 11 Dad 
the ſpermatic chord. 


NF pens 
wp bees 1 nnen 2 


As ding fill continued, and was derived fro om a p Part ab Ve 


* ed cee it quite up jo, de grin, and found tas all 
Fel na x mbr abe of the procets ws el will extrayalated 


111 raj "Wh 


that It ; came from a conkiderable b reach n now 1n view. _ 


8 fa hot ch ligt pre! 14.0 out- from. a Aiypricy a and intended to have 
ed that ö at dre ele to. have. remained 95 fer a da lay « or two: du we 
Lu e ſoon ſent Tor on account 14 an alarmin 95 return of the hamor- 


E ; which had — ſo copfiderable,. as to roduce a ſwoon... 
e h to qs, to be the only remedy; and it was im- : 
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Mer 1 S654 T0] 1s} 5w7 Denslial ne | ew Sill we (Ned 
dq 381 big 1 dn bai won mals arnaib bluc 1d le g- 
©: A 8 B ff 1 
Ing); ima m in viisy S112 1 17 | 
Ki Nite aged mat came to 8t. Blade, ede and de- 


rad me to look at a ſwelling in his groin; and upper paft of 
the ſcrotum on the right ſide; which, he ſaid, came ſuddenly, by 
lifting: miheayy weight.) From the groin quite down to the teſticle, 
the ſpermatie proteſa was enlarged; he had no ſymptoms of a hernia; 
afd.the teſtis) was much too diſtinct and free for a hydrocele. * 
While L was examining it, I perceived; ſome blood to drop from the 
flowers pgreiof the ſwelling : and, upon enquiring the reaſon, he told 
me, chat a puncture had been made in it, a day or two before (upon 
a ſuppalitiori.thiat the ſwelling was from water 3) / that it had, at inter- 
vals, cbleid. ceyer-ſincc:; but that, ſince it had laſt ſtopped, the tumor 
was iricreaſed. : From theſe / citcuruſtaboes, I concluded che ſwelligg to 
be cauſed by blood, Ihed into che tuticn communis, from a braneh of 
e e 10 L:idiom 180000 % 10 7818. 3 1 75 
Tle ſubmittech to have it laid open: noi particular breach was diſco- 
vered; "though-the'whole” membrane was much loaded : the wound 
was Greſſrd with lit preſſed ont froch Ipirite vid. Thefe drelings 
wage ſuffered to remain on; until he) Were: ſeparated by a beginning 
ſupputation: and by keeping quiet, alls Peilg properly Tuketr eme of, 
tht man get Well, w ihout ay retutu of Hemorrhage.” e ee 
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* oK man was — PAY | bets 
ehe profefſion, for my opfmon concernin th the 
— 4 en 8 nA —_ MDV 6 , 
The ſwelling was large of a globular Kind of Avi WEI not 

only in general from its weight, but often even when ſuſpended, or 
when the patient was in bed. It palpably contained a fluid; but the 
fctunriotr vf that fluid was net (to my fingers) like the ſluctustion of 
Hater? tr all the poſterior part” of *the tuhor, un "enlarged; and 
ſortiewhat hardned teſticle might plaimly be diſtinguiſhed ; and the ge- 
neral weight of the whole; far exceeded that of any hydrocele I had 
ever met with of equal ſize. That it Was not a mete ſimple hydro- 
cel Gas very Hear! but, whether it was à collection of fluid in 
the tunlea waginalis of a diſeaſed' teſticle (what is in general called a 
hydrofarcocele)” or what other morbid or altered ſtate of parts it might 
be owing te, L Vould not pretend to ſay. A. puncture was made in it 
with a faall: drochar; and about / fout ounces of dark oooured blood, 
not ſdifluid as blood generally is while: circulating/ in ĩts ꝓroper veſſels, 
was drawn off; a bit of plaſter und line as applied to the orifice, and 

the man went about his buſineſs. 744 wag gt, Sei T 
Anu two days, the ſame ſurgeon brought the man ieh The 
puncture gyas chealed ; but the tumor Was as large as When I had ſeen 
| it two days: before, and palpably contained the ſame kind of. fluid. 
What that was wie knew: and theiconfideration- was, what was the 
propereſt method of giving the man relief. Had he been in good 
health, I; believt, I ſhould have adviſed laying! the tumor open; at 
leaſt ſo reg to hav obtained a „ of its na- 
idw ture: 
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ture: but the patient's age, and general health were ſuch, as would by 
no means make an operation of that ſort an eligible thing. He was 
near to ſixty; aſthmatic, had drank freely, and had a yellow counte- 
nance, und ſwelled legs in conſequence of it. I adviſed him to come 
into the hoſpital, and try, whether by proper care his habit might not 
be mendeg:/- Soon: after his admiſffion, I had a mind to ſee, whether 
the contents of the tumor were really the ſame as before, and made a 
puncture in it again with the trochar; the diſchange was again blood ; 
and it was two days from this operation, before a bloody diſcharge 
tom the orifice ceaſed, 5 en ' A dd watts adi nc $113 05:7 
A continuance of dram-drinking brought on a general anaſarca, and 
an-extraxalition/of water in. che ab dqomen z and when be had m 
the. hoſpital about two month, he died. Aut e Hern eee 
I would. not omit the opportunity of examining his ſorotal Abele 5 
and found. that. the trochar had, ;at,cah operation, pisroed the tunica 
Abugineaz chat the bloody extravaſation was within that: cat; that 
the. tunica vaginalis was. almoſt uni enſallx though ſlighily, adhetent 
10 the ſurface of the: albuginea ; that thaſ va ſeular Sompeges of the 
whole teſticle was much /enlayged; and at the ſame time fo looſened, 
that a part ſeemed to have heen diſſulvacꝭ into the fluicb which produced 
the fluctuation, Wia Suidowas mee blood.gheng Grati d. bpiflidymis 
was hardned, and; very confiderably lenlargedL; +: 1:4 u Sudtrrenb a 
I have ſinoe had an opportunity of being ia patient labemuinq under 
the cſame complaint 3 wαποa teſticle was ratheriaſtily, and cinadver- 
tently laid gpens;- that ia divided: The immediate cunſequenos was 
a large, and ohſtinate hamorihag tue Whetbrer it ava produced by the 
diviſiom f the: ſubſtance of. the gaſtitleſ or hyathe: i txita tion of ſuch ap- 
plications as wert made uſe:of ſon ſtopping the blecdingg al will not 
pretend, ta ſay but hen I ſam him, be had à rigid nee l and was 
(wha4is common iy NAIL: min IEG rom che late in 
g | a which 
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which · his teſticle was. when I faw it, maſt have been the only remedy 
for his local complaint; but his ſpaſmddic attack rendered that im- 
proper, and every thing elſe ſruitiles. fl te bb 98 
I have alſo (from a very ingenious i practitioner of my einbaue) 
receivrd an account of a ſimilar ciſe; in which the ieſtiolg was di- 


vided; and the hæmarrhage (from the patient's obſtinate refulal to 
fubmit to the operation rr v. b. wor at laſt fatal. » 
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To different kindes of hydroecle, which eee | 
Si! 


mentioned, ſome of the moderty French writers have added an- 
other, viz. thüt which OO 7 nay: my topo ee 

; a trug hernia. An Hes 7 i FM i880 nen List MCL 

{The title ef this caddy Aasbes u de natur; and therefore 1 

mall owly inſonm the reader, e hat his fallen withimmpowoknow- 

e a 2 e re e t 3 0 5 
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X <Hceoutit!of à ſwelling in hit drotumꝭ ft Was large, of an ir- 
regular Hgurez not very tenſe, T perfectly" indolent, and accompanied 
with'z remarkable fulneſr of the fpermatio ptoceſt· 919] 
-The ichcünt Which he gave of Hitnſelf wis, chat He Bad had a rup- 
tute,” as long as he could remember! that he had, on tliat account, 


worn a ſteel truſs for many years; that, upon taking his truſs off, is | 


rupture "oY came down immediately, and was "ay eaſily returned 
al a up 


Hb ut Cage. veart old, äpplied to me, on 


— — - . 
3 * 
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up again; that it had never occaſioned] any obſtruction in his fools, 
nor given him any pains that, about i yeat ago, be had been perſua- 


ded to leave his truſs off, and to ſubſtituts ini its; place, 4a bandage 
made uf dimotty, without any rob in it; hut Which had been buck- 
| led on very tight: that, when he had Worn ithis bandage about ſix 
* months, he found that his rupture was down; and that he could not 
"a get it up agiin that, upon this,' he had applied to the parſanof 
whom he bought the bandage; who, after” having ineffectually tried 
to reduce the rupture, ſold him another bandage,” and buckling it on 
Rill tighter than the. firſt, aſſuted him, that it would never do him any 
harm; that from the time of putting on this ſecond, his ſcrotum bed 
Ses duslly hecemelargen. with cotifiderable'pait end: unenfineſb C 
. --Bedrh:tbeifeel. of alli the lower part, I ade no doubt, da 
mor contaided a con ſiderable quantity of fluid ; and hadi there been no 
other circumſtance to influence my judgment, I ſhould have ſuppoſed 
the diſeaſe to have been a hydrocele of the tunen Agigalis taſtis z7but 
the very diſtinct and particulat accquat, which the man gave of, him- 
ſelf, and the feel, and He Spud of; email. _ 
me heſitate. 
Whatever might he the true nature of the caſe, a fluid there cer- 
| tainly was; and that in quantity: ſufficient to/tende the diſcharge of it 
both ſafe and warrantable. I made a puncture in the middle and an- 
terior, part, and let out, above g pint of brown ſerum. Thi diſcharge 
removed ali he ſwelling from blaw,z bnt pede little 96: po alfer- 
tion, either in the look,..or the feel. pf the, upper part of the procek 
I endeavoured to reduce it; but found, it 1 and deſiſted; 
f ee it alone, tat, po, bandage. gf ,any kind ; pad 
D if.,atapy future time, il became aroubleſome. to him. 4 bred tha 
| | barony t ick l Ate noc 1% nth eb dt. $f n 22) 's mow 
man ito C 209 b,,ÿõ⁰ĩ eib awob o porle fag: 
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-In about a year's time, he came to me again, with his Tammy. es 
big as before, and palpably containing a fluid. ,., , | 

As I had felt the teſticle very plainly after the Gr Fade od 
as J did not believe the tumor in the praceſs to be formed by the inte- 
ſtine, 1 adviſed him to have the whole laid open. He ſubmitted, and 
I took; him into the hoſpital for that purpoſe, I made an inciſion, 
from the middle and anterior part of the ſcrotum, quite, up, to the 
groin, and found in the lower part of the bag, which contained, the 
fluid, the teſticle covered only by its proper coat, or tunica. albuginea ; 
and in the upper part, or neck of the ſame bag, a conſiderable portion 
of omentum. The upper part of this portion 9 caul vas hardned in 
its texture, and ſo perfectly adherent to Every point of, the peck of the 
ſac, as to.prohibit the return of exen A, fluid n chopcg into the 
belly; but the lower part was -in its natural ſtate, looſe, ſoft, and ca- 
pable of being expanded, All the lower, or looſe part, I cut. off, 
without making a ligature, or being troubled with, any hæ morrhage ; 


che upper part * left as I found it; filled the wound light wich d ry 
lint, and treated, the c caſe 45 I ſhould have done that of OE radical 
cure for an bydrocele. In about ſeven weeks the man got well, and 


| has ever ſince remained ſo. y 
| This man's rupture was of the congenial, kind; and therefore the 


fac of the hernia, Ph" that of the bydroegle, were. the lame, . che 
tunica en OS 
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7H 11 E the felt edit tion 75 5 this book. was in the EF Mr. 


R7 INF 


Spray defired me to viſit a patient with him, who bad ſome 
e eme of a Bcangulated fete, 5 465 Hol 
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c The p atient was a "healthy /oung ; man,” about. weng eu years 


2 ch: If 


old, and he gave the following account of Himſelff 
That 4s 16h jr he could lerbember, he bad been robe toa rup- 
v 


ture, Wich er came lower than his groin ; ; was always eafily put 


up, and had neyer given him aby trouble: that he had, when a child, 


w 4 ' | 1 LAS 4” 
worn t ruls; but, e r from it eing Made, « or from his not 
{ ie . 910 (21 1815 1 


d tk 


now ing h ow to put it on, it had 5 'n ever anſwered t the purpoſe ; and 
that he' had, for fome * years, ical it; 'thät, for a *month' or two 
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paſt, his rupture had been conſtantly down 1 and that, within that 
ſpace of time, He had never been able to return it, though he had 
often tried; that ſtill, as it gabe him no pain, nor produced” any other 
inconveniencęe than the mere e Gets of whe ſerbtuͤrn, he had taken 
ho noties of it, Hör applied 10 ky bel we 75 afliſtance, until within 
the laſt three days; ; Hine which, he had been affected with great pain 
boo he! belly 2 a ſtoppa ge of ito ls, an d ; a  yomiting NT: n 3 

| ep art o "the been ra mu 15 intarg ed; contained a 
AED te quaotity of Auid' ; en ve 0 appearance of 
zee, ut t bee bat” of or On e „ was | hard, and 
painful, and ſeemed ta be 'girt t ight. 7 "the the tendon of 1 the abdominal 
e, ae to an Extreme aden of his belly, want of 
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three ay 'S past, anxiet ow vomiting, and begin- 
[:1 dert 4 194 La 12 
ning 'higcough, determined i 10 Propoſ e " e med 


ately. : Hat ih \ BALE | 

The lad l d made an inciſion. from the upper part 

of the tumor, juſt above the abdominal fing. quite down to the 
bottom of the ſcrotum. ; 


Having carefully divided the cutis and common membrane, T came 
to what appeared to bea hernial fac; n this I opened, and thereby let 
out about half a pint of clear limpid water 3 upon the, diſcharge of 

which, the whole tumor of the ſcrotum ſubſided ; and my aſſiſtants 
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were convinced, , that 1 had miſtaken a Mee for a hernia. But 
although the whole of the ſwelling | of th e ſcrotum was entirely « diſ- 
e Re the diſcharge, et the "tumor, and hardneſs about the 


mina opening was una tered, and the, | patient's pain the fame. 
W probe-pointed k knife T laid open the, whole ; fac, whence the 
water had Proceeded, quite down to its bottom; and found the na- 
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ed tel cle wit in it: this ave t ed diſcaſe a more- the ap _ 
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f a hyd Irocele, . An 4.1 began tot hip! at it was 
ing my. finger p, . to examine, the, it tate of the e due 


Hine 


gy a FN Portion. of inteſtine. "engaged in it, an and lle, 1 1 
e * tight ty b lengthened | the incifion, 92 2 uh to have a fair view 
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1 
| of of it, ang N e all became thy grove! hly. LS hed of Fade true na: 


1309990, 
a e ee 4 od Anal, f. 899d. depl 
e e , , Donn de e ed cg e 
with great difficulty that I cou i Br 15 my. finger for the convey» 
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ance of the knife. 14 When 1 made a ſufficient dilatation, | Len- 


deavoure to ketu urn the gut; . 1 but « could 1d 77 execute it although 
there 3'no oh "ah oak 5 tendon. I d rew. out Nis | inches 
of it, thinking, "that 1 nliglit t ereby be enabled to make the re- 
turn more Kah; that "ict h des, de I laced with the ut- 
molt eaſe | 3 "bur"could” not diſen engage the 9 Portion bien made 


the original aiſcale. At laſt paſſing g my fin er round in the dilated 


15172 a SE SEL 


opehing, 'T'found that FR Pt adhered to the SEL border of 


it, by a ſmall membranous filament ; upon the diviſion, of which, 
the gut fi ppet in immediately. e ee eee 

The young n man had vols v very foon'; and, by y proper care, very 
ſoon got v well. | a es | . 
This alſo ER cee Pernitz t he 3 path which contained thei in- 
reſtine, the fluid, 10 he eie, Arn the tunica, ; vaginalis : but 
had I been contented with merely dividing the tunic, and had not 
W eee provenged 
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proceeded in the examination and diviſion of the abdominal tendon, 
"NG would have been wap the lutaure. 11 7 
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"YH E teſt of the falſe Fi la they are tte) are «the pneu- 
1 matorele, the varicocele, the  cirſocele, and the farcocele ; ; 
to which, ſom have added the hydro-farcocele, _ 
The firſt of theſe is (as I have already ſaid) a miſtake: there is 
no Hernia produced by mere wind. The two diſeaſes which, in new- 
dorn children, and infants, are taken for, and called wind- ruptures, 
are; 4 tumor produced by a ſmall quantity of fluid remaining in the 
lower part of the tunica vaginalis, after its communication above 
with the cavity of the belly is cloſed';) and a true (but ſinall) i in- 
teſtinal hernia. 
5 be varicocele, is a dilatation of tlie blood · veſſels of the . 
5054s _ Theſe ate of different fie, in different people; and, like the veſſels 
in ocker parts of the body; are liable to become varicoſe ; but are ſel- 
dotn 10 much intatged as 6 be troubleſome; unleſs ſach inlargement 
e 6f 4 dleale, eicher of the teſticle, or of the ſper- 
malie cofd. Wien this i is te caſe; the original dlſeaſe is what 
Oe. ou pee and not this 'fimple' effect of 1 it; and there- 
fore, (trabvetty, the vaticocele is A diſeaſe of no im- 
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ance. 
fe ſoce de, is a a 30" Siſtention a RT of the Iper- 
matic yein ; ; 1 whether conſidered on account of the pain which 
it ſometimes occaſions, or on account of a waſting of the teſticle, 
which now and then follows i it, may truly be called a diſeaſe.” It is 
Frequently miſtaken for a deſcent of a "ſmall portion of omentum. 
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The uneaſineſs which it occaflons is; à dull kind of pain in the back, 
generally relieved by ſuſpenſion of the {crotam. It hat been reſem- 
bled to a collection of earth- worms; but wWHoever has an idea of a 
varicoſe veſſel, will not ſtand in need of an illuſtration by compariſon. 
It i is moſt frequently confined to that part of the ſpermatic proceſs, 
which i is below the opening in the abdominal tendon ; ; and the veſſels 
generally becbme rather larger, as they approach hedrer t6 the tbſtis. 
In books, are to be found preſcriptions for leſſening * the diſtended 
veins; but I cannot ſay, that 4 ever faw ly good _ from exter- 


nal applications of Ay Kind; 1 e et 6p eng 

In general, the teſticle is perteluy unconcerned in und unaffected 
by this diſeaſe; but ſometimes it happens, that it makes its appear- 
ance very ſuddenly, and with acute pain; requiring reſt and eaſe : 
and ſometimes, after ſuch ſymptoms have been removed, I have 4 


the were . as hardly: to be dilgernible. 
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Fong fellow, on a journey, u. himſelf one evening wid 
L than erdinarily tired ail. as Gen as he got vo bad. was ſeiz- 
5 with A violent pain in wee ene 1 e ry un 
ſhot down into his ſtone. 3, 3G agen! 

The pain was ſo great, as to oblige Wag to ſend for ſpraidody im- 
| miediately, Who bled! him freely this prodlueed no relief, nor was 
the pain yet attended with any tumor of ahe ſorotutmn, or teſticle ; 
or by any appearance whatever of the parts affected. The pain con- 
tinued, without remiſſion, all the next day: he was again let blood, 
had a clyſter, ant 4 gentle purge. On the third day, toward evening, 
the pain totally left him, and « fulneſs appeared in the groin, tending 
donn 
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down! toward dhe teſtiele z this made him ſo uneaſy, that, finding the 
apathecaty,; who, had the cate of him, did not ſeem. clearly to know 
condi When NE Set into ae aui deine home, tp, Los- 
ni vd notuiirelli u 
His journey brought on J retyra of rote but by Come 
more blood, keeping in bed, applying an emollient pultice to the 
groin, and ſuſpentibg4he / parts in a bag · trüſs, he became eaſy, and 
all the tumefaction diſperſod; except a ſmall fulneſs of the ſpermatic 
chord, occafianed,by the varicoſe Gate of o its veſſels, But, the teſticle 
was ſo diminiſhed, as to be hardly perceptible z andremains ſo, to the 
time of my. Writing. this, „ e, .F. Ut 15100 "»d1 al.. 5 by ; 
VS, ot 1821 £14797 olg, s dai: «28127, , bogs. 471; >, 
nid „bold. Od oe993H4 & 19h e ν 1 angle 6: bog: en 
aun, ant 8, bedsd ahh hid, ENI dt 2466: 4, 


et 2140) as eib W 9544. 2h 44 a 
by th e Fall 7 a 11 


N oftler, at an inn þ Smithfield, was, 


.thrown oxgr his heeft; fd hi OS TA the gomme! 
of the Gdfls; It gays him gxquiſite pyin. ; and, he was brought im- 
— —— danthen Hospital, uponb a, ſuppoſition, that be had, burſt 
himElfgitg11 Si. Hygndi go , tans! 1d 1g oils zie- 
»Viponeexamioations Deolwalling appeared. eitherh ft the teſticle or 
ofthe: pecmatis hett 4. — Grhichꝰ he ſaid vas exquiſite) 
was copfined t9:thatipartiof the. latter, Fhich. js between the, Wi 
cls; and; dhe, gro % bas 1 gil t ank Mod ac art; 
Bale we largely: blaodede:bad-arclytermand a purges. bis pain con- 
Boe Bp erte deen eg übdelt him. the ſpetmatie veſſels, became 
greatly, yaricafe, ;,. No, appligetians. Which was made uſe of on this 
e ee - heneficial , that, is, rendered, the diſtended 
veſſels, at all. Aeg and., When, be left. ther Hoſpital,, he was per- 


fedly free from pain; but big.otiphs Fr chat de, . was ſcares 
diſcernib! le. 
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I onee aw the ſame effect, from the/injudiciout application of a 
was! on altrue citſocele, the veſſels; by meals vf the preſſure be- 
came inlarged to * ſize; "OE OR ORE &'aliboR 
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\; Young PAWS + about 3 n old, after having 
heated himſelf much with exerciſe, went too ſpon into a river 
to e In the middle of the enſuing nighti he as ſeized: with a 
coldneſs, and ſhivering; which were, followed with great heat, and 
thicſt, and a flight ſweat. He ſent for a ſurgeon, who bled him 
and gave him a clyſter, bid him keep in bed, and drink plenti- 
fully. Next day, he ! How: a laxative. medicine, and: oe febri- 
ou draughts. lane ne! 210 
Fot chree das, his fever way uaremiting' 1 8 din "obs; gh he 
Mie cooler, and was ſeized with à mot: Scdte3piln in Bis I6ins:; 
for which he was again bled, and purged: On the fifth. f. his 
back became eaſy; but both teſticles, though very little ſwollen! were 
ſo tender, as hardly to admit the touch; and, in u very few Hours, 
the ſpermatic veſſels were ſo diſtended/ as t6 make an apprrent' tutor. 
By means of fortientation, pultiee, ati reſt all uncafinefs was re- 
moved, in about a fortnight; but, at the end of that time, both 
tient and ſurgeon ere exceſſively aſtoniſhed, at not being able to 51050 ? 
the teſticles. The letter came. 40 London immediately, and dellred 
me to examine bim, after having gie tit the preceding deut-. 
The ſpermatie veſſels were” füll, and Varicoſe; the vafa de ferentia 
1 00 large, and rather too hard; as were al the epidydimes; But there 
was e either fide, the leaſt" ſpearance of a natural teſticle ; a 
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Aattened, cumpreſſed kind of membranous ſubſtance (which, I ſup- 
poſe, was the tunica; albuginea): ſeemed to hang from each epidydi- 
mis 4. but chere was; not any trace or: veſtige of the glandular or vaſ- 


cular parts of either teſtis. -waithon 
This is the only time, I ever ſaw this complaint on both. aides, in 


the fame ſubject. 
IVA 75 oo * [I's A 2 
2 2 ta 4 4 ! > | h 
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N 1˙8 is 4 diſeaſe of the” body of the fe and, as the 
term implies, confiſts, in general, in ſuch an alteration, made 
in the — it, as produces a feſetmblance' to a Hard fleſhy ſub- 
Nance,” Iinſtenad of chat fine, ſoft, vaſcular texture, of which it is, in 
a a natural and healthy ſtate, compoſed. ni $21: 

' The'anticht writers Hure mide a great number ef AiAAinAions, of 

* diffetent kinds of this diſeaſe, according to its different appear- 
ances, and dc¹nçg to the mildneſs or malignity of the ſymptoms, 

with which it mey chünce to be attended, Thus; the ſafcocele, the 

hydro- fireocele, the ſchirrhus; che cancer; the cars adnata ad teſtem, 
and the cars adnata ad vaſt, which ate trally Nttle more than deſcrip- 
tions 6f different ſtates and circuniftiaces of the fame diſeaſe, are 
reckoned as i many different complfaigts, requiring 4 vafiety of treat- 
went; and deriving n from a Jy of different 2 
De nthod 1 or omar ranebiia Dt 2: Every 
1 © ib225%%4 547 Sin tig gad 10 e mene bart: 
8 A ein ere n nd pid mel anchalia, i tin chin bi in ai par- 


<< tibus, um induratipnes carne in geſtioulis oriuntur . Tumor hig oft durus, tactui 
40 renitens, , indolens, My hk , exquilitus, ſit ſchicrh ,ſepſu SprFte 81 3 a melancholia oria- 
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& tur, color ct rſublividus 3 fia pituita, eolorem cu cutis non —_ ; 8 z melanchdlia ſuperaſ- 
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Every ſpecies of ſarcocele conſiſts primarily in an inlargement, in- 
duration, and obſtruction of the vaſcular part of the teſticle; but this 
alteration is, in different people, attended with ſuch a variety of cir- 
cumſtances, as to produce ſeveral different wy e and to occa- 
ſion the many diſtinctions which have been made- * 10 

If the body of the teſticle, though inlarged, and indicated to ſome 
degree, be perfectly equal in its ſurface, void of pain, has no appear- 
ance of fluid in its tunica vaginalig, and produces very little uneaſineſs, 
except what is occaſioned by its mere weight, it is uſually called a 
ſimple ſarcocele, of an indolent ſchirrhus. i If, at the ſame time that 
the teſtis is inlarged, and hardened, there be a/ palpable accumulation 
of, fluid in the vaginal coat, the diſeaſe has by many 8 | 
hydro- ſarcocele. If the lower part. of the ſpetmatiq veſſels, and 


epigydimis were inlarged, hard, and knotty, they ſuppoſed it to be a 


fungous or morbid accretion, andi called it the caro adnata ad vaſa; if 
the teſticle itſelf was unequal in its ſurface, but at the ſame time not 
painful, they diſtinguiſhed. it by the title of caro adnata ad teſtem: if 

it .was tolerably equal, not very painful, nor frequently ſo, but at the 
ſame time hard and large, they gave it the appellation of am occult or 
benign cancer; if it was ulcerated, ſubject to frequent acute pain, to 
hæmorthage, & c. it was known by that of a malignant or confirmed: 
cancer. Theſe different appearances, though diſtinguiſhed. by differ-. 
ent titles, are really no more than ſo many ſtagęs (us it were). 
of the ſame kipd of diſeaſe: and depend à great deal on ſeveral, acci-. 


dental circyraſtances,; ſuch as age,, habit, manner of living, &c. It, 


is true, that many people paſs ſeveral years with this diſeaſe, under its 
moſt favourable * appearances, and without encountering any of its 
| worſt; but, on the other hand, there are many, who, in a very ſhort 
ſpace, of time, run through all its ſtages. They, who are moſt con- 
ice with it, Lia how very. _— its mildeſt Wie gun Gy 
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into its moſt dreadful ones; and how very ſhort a rd — time often 
intervenes between the one and the other. 
There is hardly any diſeaſe, affecting the human r which i * 
ſubject to more variety than this is, both with regard to its firſt 
manner of appearance, and the changes which it may undergo. 
Sometimes the firſt appearance is a mere, ſimple, inlargement, 
and induration of the body of the teſticle ; void of pain, without 
inequality of ſutface, and producing no uneaſineſs, nor inconvenience, 
except what is occaſioned by its mere weight. And ſome few people 
are ſo fortunate, to have it remain in this ſtate for a very conſide- 
rable length of time, without viſible or material alteration. On the 
other hand, it ſometimes happens, that, very ſoon after its ap- 
pearance in this mild manner, it ſuddenly becomes unequal, and 
knotty ; and is attended with very acute pains, darting up to the 
loins and back; but ſtill remaining entire, that is, not burſting through 
the integuments. Sometimes the fury of the diſeaſe brooks- no re- 
ſtraint ; but, making its way through all the membranes which inve- 
lope the teſticle, it either produces a large, foul, ſtinking, phagede- 
nic ulcer with hatd edges; or it auge forth a "_ n. fun- 
8935, abject to frequent hemorrhage. 6. 
. Jomatimes (as: 1 have already obſerved) an des h water 
is made in the tunica vaginalis, produeing has mixed nn 
called the bydro-ſarcocele., 1. - 1) pit en 
Sometimes there is no fluid at all in the beiin of wh! teien vagi- 
1 but the hody of the teſticle: itſelf is formed into cells, containing 
either a. een kind of water, a Wee eue 7 1 purulent, "Feetid 
meter. 
1 1 4 en 0 FRF ide; be eonſined 
ta the teſticle, not prooeeding from 4 tainted habit, ' nor accompanied 
with Aileen viſcera; the e 825 all the . 
ot; head 53 ; Be dhe 10 me and 
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and circumſtances of health, and deriving his local miſchief from an 
external injury. At other times, a pallid, leaden countenance, in- 
_ digeſtion, - frequent | nauſea, cholic pains, ſudden purgings, &e. ſuf- 
ficiently indicate a vitiated habit, and diſeaſed viſcera z which diſeaſed 
viſcera may alſo ſometimes be diſcovered and felt. 
The progreſs alſo which it makes from the teſtis upward, toward 
the proceſs, is very uncertain; the diſeaſe occnpying the teſticle only, 
without, affecting the ſpermatic proceſs, in ſome ſubjects, for a great 
length of time; while, in others, it totally ſpoils the teſticle vety 
ſoon ; and, almoſt as ſoon ſeizes on the ſpermatic chord *. 
.. Theſe, and ſome other circumſtances: to be mentioned . hereafter, 
are materially neceſfary to be obſerved ; as they characteriſe the diſeaſe, 
point out its particular nature and diſpoſition, and ferve. as marks 
whereon to found our judgment and prognoſtic of the moſt proba- 
ble event, as well as the moſt proper method of treatment. Various 
have been the cauſes, to which theoretic and whimſical people have 
aſſigned this diſeafe ; but as a recital of eonjectures can convey no 
inſtruction, or uſeful information, I ſhall paſs them over; and only 
take notice, that among the great number, which have been ' menti= 
oned, there are two which, though equally groundleſs with the teſt, 
have yet obtained a degree of credit, that may miſlead : theſe two are 
the hernia humoralis, and the hydrocele of the vaginal tonĩt· 

The hernia humoralis is a defluxion of the inflammatory kind, n 
ding moſt e te from an irritation in that Part of the urethta, 
| Pegg et ci weer 


* Tuts is the common language, and therefore Fel it; but I would not be ler- 
ond to mean, that the progseſs of the diſeaſe is always and invariably upward, from 
the teſtis into the. proceſs. I have ſeen the ſpermatic proceſs truly cancerous, when the 
teſticle has been free from diſeaſe ; and am well ſatisfied from experience, that a diſea- 
ſed ſtate of the veſſels within the abdomen, or of the parts in connection with thoſe veſ- 
ſels, may produce a morbid ſtate of the proceſs, ir u downwards from thence: but 
the other is by 2 moſt frequent. R 
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where the vaſa deferentia or veſiculæ ſeminales terminate. It is at- 


tended with pain and heat, and moſt frequently fever: during the 
firſt, 6# inſlamed ſtate of ' the diſeaſe, the Whole compages of the 
teſticle is inlarged; but when by reſt,” evacuation, and proper appli- 
cations, that inflammation is calmed, there ſeldom or never remains, 
either fulneſs, hardnefs; or any other mark of diſeaſe in the glandu- 
lar part of the teſtis. The epidydimis indeed ſeldom eſcapes ſo well; 
that bften continues inlarged, and indurated, for a conſiderable ſpace 
of time, but without producing either pain or inconvenience; and 
without 'occafioning any alteration in the figure or ſtructure of what 
is Called the body of the teſticle; whereas the true ſarcocele, or 
herhia carndſa; moſt commonly * begins by an indolent induration 
of that part of the teſtis,” and affects the epidydimis een ; or, 
after it has already Tpoiled the vaſcular part of the gland. 

I would not be underſtood to mean, that a ſarcocele never follows a 
hernia humoralis; there is no reaſon in nature why it ſhould not: 
a hernia humoralis does not, nor can, prevent the teſticle; in any 
future time, from becoming ſchirrhous: T only ſay, that it does not, 
at any time, neceſſarily cauſe or produce it. So alſo with regard to the 
epidydimis, I do not mean to ſay, that it never is the primary and 
original ſeat of a ſchirrhus ; I know that it is, and ſhall produee ſome 
inſtances of it: neither do I intend*td* ſay, that à ſchirrhus never 
attacks an epidydimis, which has been ptevioufty hardned by 4 hernia 
humoralis ; there can be no reaſon why it ſhould not: I only mean to 
ſignify, that it is my opinion, that the induration cauſed by a venereal 
hernia humoralis does not, at any time, neceſſarily produce a ſehitrhus. 
A ſchirrhus, indeed, may fall on that part, after it has been ſo diſ- 
eaſed ;; but it would as certainly mo e- it, ir there kad ore no 
preceding affection of it. PIER 


There 
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There is alſo a venereal affection of the hel para] of a go- 
norrhea, or of any diſeaſe of the urethra.” HE N 


This is ſeldom an early ſymptom's lugs 1 40 not dumb ever 


to have ſeen an inſtance in which it was not either immediately 
preceded, or accompanied, by ſome other appearance, plainly vene- 
real. It has neither the inequality, nor darting pains of the ſchirthus, 
and alwayz gives way to a mercurial proceſs properly conducted. 

A quantity of water is frequently collected in the vaginal eoat of 
2 truly ſchirrhous teſtis. This has given riſe to the ſuppoſition, that 
the teſticle often becomes diſeaſed, from its being ſurrounded by, or 
ſwimming in the ſame fluid: a ſuppoſition, entirely groundleſs. 

That ſchirrhous and cancerous teſtes. very frequently are found to 
have a quantity of fluid accumulated in the tunica vaginalis of them, 
is beyond all doubt; but that ſuch teſticles become diſeaſed, in con- 
ſequence of being ſurrounded by ſuch fluid, or, in other words, that 
2 ſimple hydrocele may produce a ſchirhous teſticle, is by no means 
true. Pg | | | . TT 72 1111 
The ſimple hydrocele is (as I have already at large obſerved) à col- 
lection of water in the tunica vaginalis: this fluid, in a natural and 
healthy ſtate of the parts, is ſmall in quantity, and, by being con- 
ſtantly abſorbed, does not. diſtend the cavity of the tunic, but only 
ſerves to keep that membrane from contracting any unnatural coheſion 
with the tunica. albuginea. The regular abſorption of this fluid being 
by ſome. means prevented, the quantity ſoon becomes eonfiderable, / 
and: diſtending its containing bag, conſtitutes the diſeaſe called a 
hydrocele; but makes no oe Utoratipey" in the ſtructure of the 
ease 2 „ii | EYRE 197T8 VUSISST YM» 20217; of 7 

| | 1}. 390Gb i moe. 3th, Hf 

* That is, no fuch „e as af it 8 or ie of executing F Rog >, 
and, conſequently, no ſuch alteration as can ever require extirpation, or any other chi- 


rurgical operation on the teſticle itſelf, 
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When the teſticle becomes inlarged in ſize, hardened in texture, 
craggy and unequal in its ſurface, painful upon or after having been 
handled, attended with irregular pains ſhooting up the groin toward 
the back, and this without any previous inflammation, diſeaſe, or in- 
jury from external violence, it is ſaid to be affected with a ſchirrhus. 
This, as I have already remarked, is of different kinds and degrees, 
and appears under different forms; but although the appearances, 
which the diſeaſe makes, are various, according to the alteration pro- 
duced by it in the teſticle, yet, every ſuch morbid alteration may ab- 
ſituct, or prevent the regular abſorption of the fluid depoſited in the 
vaginal tunie, and cocafion 8 wur of eee chat is, a tumor 
Lap water. 9 


This is that kind af diſeaks, * as Fabtitigs ab — 
is called hydro- ſarcocele; but which is ſo very unlike to 4 ſimple hy- 


drocele, that-whoever miſtakes the one for the ather, will commit an 
errors, which, may prove eee to his patient, and very de- 
trimental to himſelf. 


An the ttue, fimple hydrocele, Abs bells, thinghiGaewolan OY 


ned, in its texture, and a little inlarged, yet preſerves very nearly its 


natural form; the collection is made without pain or uneaſineſs, and 
very ſoon becomes ſufficient. to hide, or conceal, the teſticle; nor is 
creaſed fize, and hardened ſtate, of the ſchirrhous teſtis, renders it diſ- 
coverable, through a much larger quantity of fluid than will tatally 
conceal the former. When felt, it will be found to be hard, and ge- 
nerally ſomewhat unequal, and not unfrequently attended with i e. 
lar ſhooting paints, eſpecially after having been examined. 

In che ſimple hydrocele, the fluid diſtends the tunica pine. ſo 
equally, that, although it does not ſurround the teſticle (nor indeed 
can) | * ſeeing i to do: whereas in ths! ene a 


the 
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the anterior part of the tumor may, in ſome meaſure, bear the ap- 
pearance of à ſimple hydrocele; yet, an examination of its poſterior 
part will always diſcover the true nature of the caſe: . to which may 
be added, that, under the ſame apparent magnitude, the latter will 
ee be found to be con ſiderably heavier than the former. 
In ſhott, the name of this ſpecies of diſeaſe (hydro-ſareocele) is, 
undonbtedly, a very proper one, and capable of conveying a very juſt 
idea of its true nature, viz. an accumulation or collection of water in 
the vaginal coat of a ſchirrhous or diſeaſed teſticle ; but the majority 
of writers have, by ſuppoſing the water to be the cauſe, inſtead of the 
conſequence of the diſeaſed ſtate of the teſtis, committed a very ma- 
teriab blunder, and endeavonred to eſtabliſh and authorize a vety pre- 
judicial and deſtructive method of practice. For, by conceiving that 
the noxious quality of the fluid produces a fungous or fleſhy excreſ- 
cence on the ſurface of the teſticle, they have ſuppoſed, that after 
having diſcharged the aid fluid from its containing bag, they could, 
either by eſtabliſhing a ſuppuration, or by uſing eſcharotic medicines, 
waſte or deſtroy the faid excrefcence, and obtain a radical cure of the 
whole diſeaſe, Now the ſchirrhofity of the teſticle being the original 
diſeaſe, and the extravaſation a mere accident, ſuch treatment can 
never do any material good, and may often be the cane of \ Very e eſſen⸗ 
tial Wil. 


F. abri tius 


„This has been very 5a ciduſly remarked by Mr. 1. Dran. Schenkius gives an ac- 
count of a beginning ſarcoeele; which was miſtaken for ah hydrocele; upon which a ra- 
dical cure was performed by caſtration. Upon dividing the body of the teſtis, à quantity 
of th ick. luid was diſcharged; a thing by no means uncommon, but which was here miſ- 
taken for ſemen, The patient died, not long after the wound was healed; and the kid- 
ney. on that ſide, and the parts about it, made à very morbid appearance. This appear- 
ance was by Schenkius ſuppoſed to be owing to the haſty cure of the hydrocele; but was 
indeed the effect of the ſame virus which had firſt ſpoiled the teſticle, Neither was the 
fluid in the body of it ſemen, but ſanies or matter; v clreumuſtanct moſt frequently met | 
with in ſchirrbous teſtes, 


Fahtitius ab Aquapendente has given a particular deſeription of this 
method, Which be recommends, from having practiſed it with ſueceſs: 
his words are Modus ſingularis eſt quando hernia aquoſa cum car- 
„ noſa miſta eſt; tung enim primum incide, et fac foramen in parte 
« ſcroti quæ not ſit declivis, neque in ſundo ſcroti, ſed cirea medium; 
nec fac admodum latum;: et extracta aqua, turundam impone quam 
4 longiſſimam,, medicamento, pus moventi infectam, ut reſina tere- 

% binthinæ, cum thure, ovi vitello, et butyro ; emplaſtrum emol- 
45 liens, et pus movens applica, ut diachylon cum gummis, et axun- 
gp porch: geaitum autem pus, non eracuetur per foramen, ſed 

<<, Sata, ppera intus ſervetur, ; ut contattu ſuo, carnem ſenſim: putrefaciat. 
« Neque innoyanda medicamenta, git tota caro ſuerit in pus converſe; 
id. quod longo fit tempore. $9 Bocisihe zit wht #3 bie $6131 
Nox „da paſi over the abſurdigy of the doctrine of removing or diſ- 
Jolying a fungous excreſcence,, by means of the ;putrefying quality of 
matters as well as the, great, diſturbance, Which muſt be the conſe- 
Rane .of confining it, within the tunica yaginalis;; it is, very clear 
from tt heſe, and from. « every other circumſtance attending. the diſeaſe in 
queſtion, that, the caſes, which Fabritius had. ſucceſsfully. made his 
a * muſt have been, mere imple, hydroceles, attended 
with, « ſmall degree K ware Aar a ann diefe Nate of 
de gelle. . $4 1 | 

This. is one method of man a; radical cure of the ſaid diſeaſe: 
a method in uſe, 2 F abritjus practiſed it; and ſtill, in ſome-mea- 
| ſure, employed: a method, Which, in ſome inſtances, has always 
5 far l, and ee ber fe tried en any Gmple 


WU dt nee © hydrocele, 
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* « 81 3 et «adn fit Wied 280 alews Fo dread eco adams et inci- 
15 fionem facio exiguam, et in loco potius altiore, quam in fundo : inde turunda impo- 
1 25 cum Funes wexlicawents diutius n ae pus 
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hydrocele, in a young and healthy ſubject. The cure (when it effects 
one) is not brought about by the, deſtruction of an excreſcence from 
the teſticle, or the diſſolution of its ſuppoſed induration ; but merely 
by exciting ſuch an inflammation, as ſhall occafion an; adheſion of the 
tunica vaginalis to the tunica albuginea; by which means, the cavity 
of the former is obliterated; the teſticle remaining, as to ſize and con- 
ſiſtence, juſt as it was before ſuch operation was performed. But 
this, though practicable, and ſometimes ſucceſsful in the hydrocele, is 
not to be thought of in the diſeaſed or ſcirrhous teſticle. The opera- 
tion, as deſcribed by Aquapendente, conſiſts of two points; firſt to let 
out the water, and then to cauſe a plentiful ſuppuration. When the 
teſticle is really and primarily diſeaſed, and the exttavaſation is a con- 
ſequence of ſuch diſeaſe, the diſcharge of the water from the cavity 
. Another method of treating this diſeaſe, in uſe before Fabritius ab Aquapendente 
(as may be ſeen in Guido and others) and much preferable, if uſed in Rage 4 caſes, is 
the method'byſeton. | 
This, as I have already obſerved, I have ſeveral time praiſed rich: \ ſucceſs, in hols 
who would not ſubmit to. inciſion, or in whom it was by no means proper. 
Fabritius ab Aquapendente had a different, and that an erroneous, idea of this diſeaſe: : 
he conceived, that there was a fungous kind of excreſcence on the teſticle, and that this 
excreſcence required eroſion and deſtruCtion this he aimed at accompliſhing, by means 
of the matter collected within; and therefore his principal aim was to confine and in- 
creaſe it, by making his puncture, for the introduction of his tent, in the upper part of 
the tumor; and by,imbuing i it, from time to time, medicamentis pus moventibus. 2 | 
Had he been right i in bis idea, his practice would bave been juſt; but his conception of 
the diſeaſe Was erroneous, and his practice abſurd. The rational intention ſhould be, to 
excite ſuch a degree of inflammation, as may produce an union between the tuniea va- 
ginalis und the albuginea : the formation of matter is a mere accidental conſequence of 
this inflammation; and the means uſed to procure the end (provided it be procured) can- 
not be tbo gentle. The matter is of no real uſe, and therefore it is ſo far from being 
_ neceſlary to confine it, that if the conjundion of c enn be. n o 10 
r nen a5 it is ſa much the bettet, : et“ Ar oben GG; 
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of che tunen vaginalis, whether by puncture, or by inciſion, can 
contribute nothing material toward a cure of the principal complaint, 
and is therefore uſeleſs; but it may, in many caſes, do harm, by cre- 
ating/x diſturbance in parts; whole ſtate requires the moſt. perfect quie- 
tode ; and is therefore wrong. When the diſcale is a mere, ſimple 
bydrocele, the palliative cure, as it is called, by puncture, is right 
and nedeſſary; it renders the life of the patient eaſy; rids him, every 
now and then, of a very troubleſome burden; is perfectly ſafe; may 
be performed, and repeated occaſianally, at any time of the patient's 
life, or in almeſt any ſtate of the diſeaſe: but the introduction of tents 
or ſotons, or. the endeavour by any means to excite inflammation, 
or to eſtabliſh ſuppuration within the tunica vaginalis, requires (even 
in the fimple. hydrocele, where the teſticle is unaffected) ſome lit- 
tle conſideration, and ought not to be haſtily, or  unadviſedly, put in 
practice. 

In ſome ages, habias; Kc. the Fyitiptoms will TY very bigh, and o- 
alen both trouble and hazard: and if this be the caſe, when the 
teſtis is not at all diſeaſed, and when there is no malignity, either in 
the local complaint, or in the habit of the patient; what have we 
not to fear where there is both ? where the parts are already ſpoiled 
by diſeaſe, and where irritation and inflammation may (and do) excite 
the moſt fatiguing ſymptoms, and the moſt direful conſequences ? 

Beſide the hydro-ſarcocele, -or limpid extravaſation of fluid, in the 
cavity of the vaginal coat, I which muſt therefore always be ex- 
ternal to the teſticle) ſchirrhous and cancerous teſtes are liable to col- 
lections of fluid, within the ſubſtance of them, under the tunica albu- 
nes: 5. The are ae and in one 8800 mne 


5 2 2 * SFr 5&4 114 n 241 Rar ſmall, | 
* Job e ee eee eee this a Fabritius 
eee had reekoned a collection of fluid, within che tunica' albuginea teſtis, 
among the kinds of 3 This Meekren does not allow: e the 
| 95 1 | true 
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ſmall; and in ſeveral diſtint ones. They are alſo very different in na- 
ture, in different caſes; ſometimes ſerous, fometimes ſanious; fome- 
times purulent, ſometimes bloody. Theſe are very apt to impoſe on 
the inadyertent and injudicious ; (eſpecially if they be attended with 
ſome degree of inflammation in the ſkin;) and to induce an opinion 


of an abſceſs, or impoſthumation, which may be relieved, or cured, 
by ati opening; but caveat operator. Theſe collections will be found 
to bear a much ſmaller proportion to the general ſize of the tumor, 
than they who are not converſant with them are inclined to apprehend; 
the ſubſidence after the opening has been made, will alfo be much 
ſmaller than was expected; and, inſtead of relief and caſe, all the 
ſymptoms of pain, ſwelling, inflammation, &. will be increaſed and 
aggravated : and if the opening be conſiderable, it not infrequently 
happens, that an ill-natured fungus is thruſt forth; which, by bleed- 
ing, gleeting, and being horridly painful, diſappoints the ſurgeon, and 
renders the Rate of the patient much more deplorable than it was be- 
fore: neither is this ſenſation, which is thought like the fluctuation 
of a fluid within the teſticle, to be at all times depended upon as 
implying that there is any fluid at all there. The touch, in this caſe, is 
ſubjeC to great deception ; and I have ſeen a looſened: texture of the 
whole vaſcular ſtructure, or body of the teſticle, produce a ſenſation, 
ſo like to the fluctuation of a fluid lying deep, as has Joo on Nn 
ſons of good judgment, and great caution. 
Many of the moſt eſteemed writers on chis part of de either not 
being Fiege, or being afraid to differ from thoſe who have writ- 
AG. $481 pets ten 
true hydrocele of the vaginal coat, ſpeaks of this collection within the ations. as if 


really is ; that is, as a conſequence of the diſeaſed ſtate of the gland. His words are : 
a Hieronymus Fabritius ab Aquapendente, Part. I. de Operat. Chirurg. cap. 75. aquam 


in teſtibus congregari docet eam quæ ex imo ventre eo defluit : at error eſt ( meo judi- 
cio) magni anatomici, Spatio « enim eo, quod eſt inter tefticulum et tunicam, imo in 
be ſcrots ipſo, aqua ſepius colligitur: nunguam in teftibus ipſis, niſi putreſeant.” 
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ten i before them; have azily and ſervilely copied each tber :and have 
thereby fallen into an obſcure jargon concerning this diſeaſe, which, 
neither «themſelves, nor theit readers; have underſtood: They have 
talked of the ſchirrhous teſticle, the caro adnata ad teſtem, and the 


caro adnata ad ſpermatica vat, an 0 many different meer erh 


Ar ape methods · of treatment. lr 817 11 

The melancholia, the atta bilis, and a certain i inexplicabls aduſt ſtate 
of humors, are ſaid to be the cauſes of theſe different appearances ; 
and the fleſhy ſubſtance ariſing from, or adhering to, the ſpermatic 
veſſels,” is laid to be more benign, than either the fungus ariſing from 
the teſticle, or the true ſchirrhus. For the firſt, they have deſcri- 
bed an operation, which is coarſe, cruel, painful, and (notwithſtan- 
ding all that they have ſaid about it) unſucceſsful ; all which they 
muſt have known, if they had practiſed it. I, therefore, am much 
inclined to believe; that this is one of the many parts of antient ſur- 
gery, which having been deviſed by ſome one bold, hardy operator, 
and by him deſcribed as practicable, has been related by many of 
his ſucceſſors, as practiſed. The ſecond, the caro adnata ad teſtem, 


they allow to be attended with more difficulty, as well "as ME, 
and ſeldom to be attempted with ſucceſs i. | . 33 
n f They, 


% <c Wee has: intel rekcei ti anhmeraripotet, cum fit additamentum ex toto 
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&« prieternaturale; nec illi inſunt fig igna APNEA, ſed tantum ut caro quæ circa ſcrotum 
% aut epidydimem generari ſolet.” FREY 4 WELLS ANDREAS a Crvce, 
«« Curatiocjus eſt, ut incidatat cutis teſticulorum, et excorietur uſque ad ſuperiora ; 
« dei extrahe didymum et Ana- et libera eos Aj omni n ex illa carnoſitate. 
Bzxunvs. 
Fit etiam hernia quandoque e ex carnoſitate quadam Prater naturam naſcente juxta 
40 «< teſticulum ; et tun@pellicula inciſa undique debet excoriari; et diſcooperta carnoſitate 
«© illa a corio exterior uſque, ſuperius cauterio abſcindatur.” RoLanpus. 
| % Cura ejus non poteſt fieri niſi cum manu pellem exteriorem ſcindendo, et carnem 
i teſticulis ſcarnando, et incarnatum auferendo.“ LAN RA dc. 
„ Scinde pellem teſticuli cum raſorio uſque ad teſticulum, et tunc carnoſitatem, n 
My invenis, removeas et excarnes totaliter a teſticulo.” Gul. e SALICETO, 


1. 


ru HY DROCGE LE, & 48; 


They, who are undeti a neceſſity of forming their opinions princi- 
pally from books, and who have not frequent opportunities of know- 
ing. from experience how very, little they are (in many caſes) to be 
depended. upon, may be inclined; to think, that all theſe diſtinctions 
really exiſt; and that theſe operations by fire and ſword, by knives 

and cauteries, ſo exactly deſcribed, muſt be ſometiqes neceſſary ; ; but 


having never ſeen the particular caſes requiring ſuch treatment, have 
2, very imperfect idea, either of them, or of the operations; and are, 


to the laſt. degree, alarmed and intimidated, hen any thing, which 


«- WW * $& % 


| not be amiſs, to explain this matter, i. in as few 2 as 1 can; beg 


ging pardon of the more intelligent, reader for the digrefſion. 141 
; In 
<6 Nptabdün elt in hae operatione num cato concreverit circa tunicas; an circa ipſos 
cc « teſtes ; numque firmiter an minus firme adhereat partis ſubſtantiæ. Incidendum eſt to- 
tum ſcrotum uſque ad carnem coneretam, que ſi quidem; yalenter haud fit affixa, vel 
= Jn. digitis, vel manubriolo ſcalpents,. a teſte vel tunbcje, ſenſim ſit auferenda,” 
"Pas. ab Aqvarenn. 
Caro item ſæpiſſime teſticulis, ut eorum tuhicis adnaſcitur, ſeroſus enim humor iſte 
e nonnunquam acris factus venas capillares, membranaſque leviter erodit. Hine pars 
lla ſanguinis que paulatim exudat: quæque optima et laudabilis eſt, beneficio caloris 
< innati, in carneam ſubſtantiam concreſcit, &e. reliquum vero ſanguinis quod ſeroſum 
« eſt, paulatim membranas totumque ſcrotum adeo extendit, ut caro iſta que teſticulo 
< adherit,-digitis palpari non poſſit. FaBrITIVs HiLDANUs,  - | 
= Secandum eſt ſcrews et e caro, et a teſte deradenda vel a vaſis, ger | 
| 15 - Spin Gas. F "ALLOPIUS. 


The falſe Hs: EY the want of n 1 the cruelty, and inutility, of 


the propoſed operations, and the terrible conſequences which muſt follow from their being 
put in practice, are too glating to need any comment; and ſuch as muſt incline every rea- 
ſonable man to hope, that theſe authors (and a great multitude of others, who might be 


named) did in this part of ſurgery, as they have done in many others; that is, copy each 


other in the precepts relative to the cauſe and treatment of this dijoate, but did not put 
their directions often intd practice. The imperſecł ſtate of anatomy, in the time of the 
above- cited writers, e eee as an man them 3 but even r * "_= 
nnen {87900 1 br 041299434 fe 1 
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In the ſhort Anatomical account which 1 have giren of theſe parts, 
1 have taken no notice, that the ſpermatie veſſels terminate in the 
teſticle : and that, after the ſemen has been ſecreted from the blood, 
it paſſes from that gland into a body which ſeems fuperadded to, al- 
though it be really continuous with it. This body is therefote called 
the epididymis, an is ſo placed, with regard to the teſtis, that a heed- 
leſs or uninformed obſerver may fuppoſe, that the ſpermatic veſſels 
terminate in it; eſpecially, if it be enlatged by diſeaſe. It takes its 


tiſe from the teſticle, by a number of veſſels, called, from their office, 


vaſa efferentia: theſe ſoon become one tube, which, being convoluted 
and contorted in a moſt wonderful manner, forms the greater part of 
the ſaid body; and at laſt, ceaſing to be ſo convoluted, it ends in 
one firm canal, called the vas deferens; by which, the ſecreted ſe- 
men. is conveyed. from the teſticle to the veſiculz ſeminales. | 

, Whoever will attentively confider the epidydimis in its MEN = 
ton, with Hated” to the tefticle and the ſpermatic veſſels, will ſee, 
| FOE that 
N — Ae Sb teſtis, ws 1 is not n you 
<. are to! make way thereto z which is then to be conſumed. mr. e 
4 al cautery.“ Funn . " Me (#14 

Si quid vero carnis enatum a teſtieulo OPTI guod- ann nen afipat; 
<< nec diſcuti-tamen-per adhibita medicamenta convenientia queat, tum'ſi teſticulus-integer 
« adhuc eſt, atque illibatus, feliciter ut plurimum ſanari noxa poterit, ipſeque teſticulus 
©, ſervari z dummodo-quiequid' præter ee n ee en AN exact- 
<ifime ab eo ſolvutur, atque reſoindatu r... 100 

QQuood ſi autem ipſum teſtieuſum-invaſerit ; vel exeindi 00 vt Ate: 
tus, vel ſimiles alias cauſas, indecore prominentes partes nequeant, neceſlarium utique 
Ferit, vel, univerſum teſticulum, eee, * er ſb Sai ſes 
d exfcindere,?? HarsTER. It 
To ſetaſide the ſtrange diſtinction bevivecatheitdro ide tefticulo," Saga * que 
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ipſum teſtitulum invaſetit; (a diſtinction taken ſtom books only); I believe, E may 


venture to ſay, that the Profeſſor never found, that the operations; hich he deſcribes and 
adviſes, were attended with ſucceſs z and, Thope that he has not often ſeen them performed. 
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ward; in 517 0 a manner as to ſeem to be Re Sand with them, 
and to bear the reſemblance of a diſeaſed body, ſpringing from them. 

This is the caſe called the caro adnata ad vaſa ſpermatica ; and is 
really and truly nothing more, than an inlargement of the epidydimis z 
2 circumſtance which occurs not infrequently, but does not imply 
ay, malignity, either in the part or in the patients habit; and can 
never require ſuch a horrid operation as our forefathers have directed 
us 40 perform upon it; nor, indeed, any at all. 

The epidydimis is frequently inlarged, in venereal caſes, either &- 
paracely, as in the remains of a hernia humoralis, or together with 
the teſticle, in that affection of it, which I have called the venereal 
@rcocele 3 and ſometimes from mere relaxation of its natural texture, 
without any diſeaſe at all. But in none of theſe can it require, or even 
admit, any manual operation of any kind. Indeed, whoever will con- 
ſider the epididymis, as it really i is, ag the medium by and through 
which the ſemen is conveyed from the teſticle to the vas deferens, 
muſt immediately be ſenſible of the: glaring abſurdity a n 
any part of it. 

The ſebirrbus and cancer do not very — — * in this Abts they 
moſt frequently make the firſt attack on the body of the teſtis: and, 
though the epididymis is often cancerous, yet, it moſt frequently be- 
comes ſo ſecondarily, or after the teſtiele is ſpoiled; fo that the remo- 
val of it, if practicable, could ſerve no goad purpoſe : it would not 
remove the diſeaſe ; for that has, before - hand, moſt commonly taken 
| poſſcſion-oÞ ae, teſticle; and the cutting off any part of a ſchirthous 
or cancerous tumor of any kind, is what no man, who has the leaſt 
knowledge of what he is about, will ever think of. | 
- Inv ſhort, theſe two caſes, which, by, the inattention od — 
fentation of our anceſtors, have created fuch perplexity in the minds 
BOL e a BER | of. 
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of their readers, are either a ſimple inlargement of the epithydinais, 
without any morbid alteration in its ſtructure; or 4 diſeaſed (that is 
a ſchirrhous) ſtate of the ſame part; or elſe, 4 ſchirrhous or Eancerous | 


teſticle, with inequality of ſurface. The firſt of theſe requires no 
ä manual operation of "ny; kind; and the two laſt will admit of none: 


the frſt is no difggſe at all; and the two laſt are ſuch diſeaſes,” that 
every attempt mads on them, by knife or cauſtic,” (unless for: total ex- 
tirpation)- muſt render them worſe, and mote intractablee. 
The manner of treating a farcocele, or hernia carnoſa „depends en- 
tirely on the particular nature and ſtate of each individual caſe. In 
ſome, it will admit of palliation only; in in others, the diſcaſe- may be 
eradicated, by the extitpation- of the part: ſo that, undet the article of 
method of cure, we have on to conſider, and point out; as clearly 
as the nature of the diſeaſe will permit, What ſtates and circumſtances, 
both of it, and of the patient cee. under it, en thy ons 
tion, and what render it adviſablee. 
On this head, great variety of See t be found {al wri- 
ters 3 ſo great, that a man, who is under a neceſſity of forming his 
judgment from them, will find himſelf under ſome difficulty: how to 
at ;.and-to great, that I cannot help thinking it to be clear, that the 
majority have not written from practice, but from mere eee e or 
from the works. of «thoſe. whoghave gone before them. big u cls; 
Some have Fiven it, as their! opinion, that-while the teſtiele is per- 
fectly indolent (let the alteration in its ſtructure form, or conſiſtence 
be dehatſit may) it is beiter to ſoffer it tb remain, than to remove it. 
In ſuppont of ais: opinion, they: ſay, that although dhe Aiſcaſe has 
plainlyitakert poſſeſſion af the part, yet while ft caufas mo pain, the 
conſtitution receives: no damage from it nör is the health of tlie pa- 
tient impaired by it; whereas, by removing the teſticle,” the ſame vi- 
rus: may ſeize on ſome; part of more conſequence to life. This me- 
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thod of teaſoning takes for granted two things, which do not appear 
to be ſtrictly or conſtantly true; viz, that this diſeaſe is never perfectly 
local and that a ſchirrhous teſticle, though free from pain, will not 
in time produce any evil to the general habit of the patient. Others 
adviſe us to ſtay, until the tumor becomes painful, and manifeſtly in- 
creaſes; in ſiae, ot acquires a ſenſible inequality of 4 ng that is (in 
other words) until it begins to alter from a quiet ſtate, to a malign 
one: which advice, as well as the preceding, ſuppoſes, that the ha- 
zard of the mere operation of caſtration ĩs too great to tender it an ad- 
viſeable thing. until, the patient is preſſed by bad ſymptoms; and that 
a ſchirthous eſtiele, which has been quiet, and free from pain for 
ſome time, may be as ſucceſsfully extirpated, after i it has become pain- 
ful, and has acquired a malignant and threatning ſtate, as at any time 
before ſuch alteration. The latter of theſe will hardly be admitted (L 
believe) by thoſe, who form their, opinions from experience; and with 
regard to the former, I can, with great truth, affirm, that L neyer aw, | 
| the mere gperation of caſtration, when, e in e, and on a ; 
proper ſubje&, prove fatal. TI $ 
Many people have I known, who have lived Gerad years, their 
whole lives, perfectly free from diſeaſe, after the removal of quiet, in- 
dolent,, ſchirrhous teſticles; and ſeveral have I known, Who having 
_ deferred-the operation, until they were urged by pain, increaſe of ſine, 
and inequality of the tumor, have, from the ſore becoming cancerous, 
not been able to obtain 4 cure. That 1 have feen the füme ens fa oh 
pen, after, the removal of a teſticle, circumſtanced.jn,,the beſt man 
ner4:39+/begondieall doubt z but not neat fa frequently; aß in uy | 
caſes, in \whigh the N ion has been deferred until the ſymptams . 


became art ming, and che Gſeafe' "had" Aer its appearan nee, from a 
benign Quiet.on Ones, 10 one. that v was mah gn and painful. . were 'S 


we: capable of knowing. OR which, e ſebirrhi. were. . 
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that would remain quiet "484 indffbanve'rhrough life, ot fot u great 
length of tine and) which would not; we ſhould then be enabled 
to adviſe or diſſuade the operation, upon much better (that is much 
furet) grounds, than at preſent we ure able to do. We have no ſuch 
degree of knowledge; alt our judgment is formed upon the mere re- 
collection bf what his happened to others in nearly ſimilar citeum- 
ſtances; and experience, though the beſt core mate in theſe 
7 Giles, mbre'fallacious than in many others. * 

A few people there certainly have been, ary haves been & ne 
to Err? a ſchirrhous teſticle through many years, with little ci nbi pain 
r trouble: but the number of thoſe; in whom time, (and that fre- 
queftily A thort ſpace} change of conftitutiop, external accidental in- 
futy, &c. do not make ſuch an ulteration im this difeaſe, as to render 
the opetation* leſs likely to be fuccefsful, than it would have been at 
ficlt, and under more” favoürabfe citcumſtantes, Is 10 fmäll, that! 
think catly cätttation (that Is, as foon 48, the difeafc is fulrly formed 
I and characttrifed) may be recommended ind ptackikeck by every Honeft 
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ein and neo. Rites Wind N. mar bart, Ur dub Bow 6h wolf 4b in 
the teſtiele 5 snd in all others; 2s werd as in that; beat different cburacten = that N how | 
_ a, greaterardeſs. diſpaſuion/to prlignity.z remaining ſometimes of ſrmall * 9445 for 
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l de LAN of this aifcaſe, chor Which follokr upbn Wine Genn zicbeſte (teh 
e, Gfuils, el )ture thought; and aid 6 be, the:lealty) khefetorb, great regard has 
abanys hen paid ip Giz diſti nion by writers, and great hopes conetived ſroto this circum- 
Ene, 259 75 ; 991d ſons chat ſuch "hopes Werd always ff well founded .as 


| they are th e mean, chat experience 1 moſt frequen verified them. 
I 2 a 5 irchus' ſei ale part av Ras previouſly füſtäihed an Injury bm Hdd ut, 
ſaci pt6bibittdlufe is, urdoubtedly, a;$4Yorabte circumnſiayce1/ but it Gees wor] by any 
mn, neceſſarily follow from thence, that Me conſtitution of ſuch perſon is free from 
* | : 
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Indeed, the circumſtances of frequent: pain, and a, manifeſt ten- 
——_— to an increaſe of ſize, are by ſome people looked on, as ſuch 
Gnu Fun! | marks 


TY reſumption, but not a proof : and this preſumption becomes more reaſon- 


ie 11 FA aſed fate of | the part follows ſuch JOINER injury e than if it ap- 
ears bt a, great. t diftante of time. 1 N 

No man will pretend, to. fay, that ſuch miſchief has not been done 97 outward vio- 
lence that cancerous diforders | have not followed, in the parts ſo injured, in perſons, 
whos. before ſuch axcident, never had: any appearance of ſuch diſorder; and Who poffi- 
bly might have lived many years, nay, their whole life, without its appearing in ſuch 
form and manner : but that, previous to ſuch accident, there \ was no cancerous diſpoſi- 
tion, pr malignity i ip the habit, is an inference which. « cannot be admitted. 

. What diſorders of the joints do we Hou produced by very light! inj uries done to them? 
diſorders which are clearly and plainly crophulous, and which would” nat have appeared 
at that time, or in that part, had it not been for ſuch accident: but ſurely no man will 
from thence conclude, that ſuch people have no ſcrophulous taint in their blood, or 
glands, previous to ſuch ſtrain or bruiſe. How many internal parts are there for this dif- 
eaſe, as well as ſome others, to make its attack upon; but which, by being out of fight, 
and not deemed objects 0 of ſurgery, are not known; and pafs either for other diſeaſes or 
for the ſymptoms of other diſcaſes ? what tumors of the lümbal glands and mefentery ; 
what obſtructions in all parts of the contents, both of the abdomen and thorax, do we 
not find, upon examining the dead, whoſe diſorders were very little known or underſtood 
while they were living; but whoſe prevailing indi ſpofition, whoſe natural dyfcraſia, 
would; moſt probably, have ſhewn itſelf i in ſome more viible part, if Tuch part 375 ac- 
cidentally ſuffered: from external violence ? + : ; 

All that we from experience know, and therefore 4 that we ought honeſtly to ſay on 
this occaſion, is, that it has very often happened, that Where that Kind of diſorder, 
which produces ſehirrhous or cancerous tumors, has been brought into action by exter- 
nal injury, (whether it be in the breaſt, teſticle, or any other part, it matters not;) or 
when/ſuch-kiad of. diſeaſe has ſeized ſuch part, no preceding violence having been offered 
to it, and has, therein occaſioned a fixed but indolent kind of ſwelling, which has either 
remained a long time of one ſize and tate; or, if it has altered, has altered very ſlowly, 
and given the patient but little uneaſineſs; if ſuch tumor bas been ſo ſituated and circum 
ſtanced, that it could ſafely be extirpated, or removed, that ſuch removal, or extirpa- 


pation; bas often cured the preſent evil; 1. that phe patient has remained free from any 
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marks of a malignant diſpoſition,” that they habe been, by them! rkc- 
We as diſſuafives . nn 88 10 a} 451 ily tu OJ - Var 15 
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big . ue, * N is Ak ever will 5 2 FE na, fot, eg fuch 
operation, when all other circumſtances are favorable! that the patient may keep well 
aſter it, is dy no means improbable z that the ſchirrhus would remain, through life, in- 
dolent and inoffenſive, is ww Improbable. But whoever boldly aſſerts, that ſuch extir- 
pation will always. and certainly « cure the diſeaſe, i; is very inexperienced,” or is wilfully 
guilty of a deception (the, two diſtinguiſhing marks 15 a quack, hid Ss Men 
wa he either does not Enow, or does not believe, C nnn ee 
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be extirpated,' ſuch extirpation is indeed, the only 427 and that method by which 
ſuch cl, can be moſt {Oy and expeditiouſly Executed, 975 beyond all . 
the beſt. 
The two "th uſe are, ile knife and the caultic- The "TR in the band of a ſurgeon 
| who is an anatomiſt, has every advantage which can be defired e or ſuppoſed : it gives leſs 
pain, is more ſecure, and more expeditious ; 3 but it impreſſes on the patient the apprehen- 
ſion of an operation, and the fear of an hemorrhage. The uſe of cavſtic is infinitely 
more painful, not only in immediate ſenſation, but in duration: it often requires tepe- 
tion ; it is leſs manageable, leſs. ſecure 3 and the great length of time, whichthe ſeparation 
. of the mortified parts ſometimes takes up, fenders it very — But it is attended with 
two circuraſtances, which have greatly contributed” to the ſüpport of cancer \uackery : : 
one is, that it ſpares the patient the bortor of an operation; which, though infinitely 
leſs painful than the'effe& of the cauſtic!” Is not believed to be ſo: the other is, that the 
ragged appearance, which the bottom and les of the parts make after having been remo- 
ved by ſuch application, is ſo unlike to ibe ſmocthnefz of that which has been removed 
dy inciſion, chat ignorant people are eaſily induced to believe, whit the deſigning always 
tell them, viz, that the medicine has taken their diſeaſe dut by the roots; and: chat the 
ragged parts, which they ſee, are ſuch roots, oo . 
It is amazing, what weight this ſingle citcumſtance has with many, and ndrwithife ſome | 
ſenſible people; feof whom are perſuaded to believe What is as true as any propoſition 
in Euclid, viz. that a cauſtic of equal ſtrength, applied'on any glandular part of any per- 
ſon, will always produce exactly the ſame effect, and Uppearance, 1 Uethis v. 8 
with them for the roots or branches of the diſeaſ . 
| When nurſes andquacks talk of the fibrous roots of a * and 2 s fermen- | 
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But theſe gentlemen carry their fears and apprehenſions much too 
far the other way. Pain and a quick increaſe of ſize are certainly no 
favourable ſymptoms ; they ſhew a diſpoſition | to miſchief, but they 
are not ſuch poſitive proofs of a cancerous habit, as to render all hope 
of a cure, from the removal of the diſeaſed part, vain: there are 
DER ab Sr | ; N many 


their trade; but when they who pretend to ſome kind of medical knowledge ufe this 
kind of language, it is ſhameful. 
-If either the fears of the patient, or the oarticulas pes el of the part to be remo= 
ved, render the uſe of cauftic preferable, or neceſſary, every practitioner i is well acquainted 
with thoſe which are perfectly efficacious; but eyery practitioner alſo knows, that good 
reaſons for preferring the uſe of them to the knife very ſeldom occur: it is in this as in 
the attempts toward a radical cure for ruptures, and ſome other parts of ſurgery, we are. 
cenſured where we ought to be applauded, and blamed for thoſe very things, from whence 
we ought to derive praiſe. We have laid aſide certain methods and proceſſes, becauſe we 
found them (upon experience) to be painful, hazardous and ineffectual: and theſe very me- 
thods, deſtructive and fallible as they are, have given credit and honour to _ who! 
have had ignorance and inhumanity enough to revive them. | 

We a are. nat yet ſo happy, as to be poſſeſſed of any medicine which will cure a cancerous 
habit: when the conſtitution 1 is thoroughly infected, neither our kniyes or cauſtics will 
avail; they can only remove the local miſchief, but can have no effect on the general one 
in the conſtitution. Whoever ſays otherwiſe, ſays what i is not true ; and whoever believes 
otheriſe, is impoſed. upon.. W ben the habit is concerned, as it too frequently is, it muſt be 
-an internal remedy. that proves 2. ſpecific, wheneyer we are ſo happy as to be bleſſed with, 
the diſcovery. The ſuppoſition, that an eſcharotic can, by deſtroying a particular part, 
eradicate the liſeaſe from the habit, is (one would be inclined to ſuppoſe) too , groſs an 
abſurdity, for the moſt credulous believer to ſwallow ; and yet, it is believed, and truſted 
to every day. Indeed, it ſometimes happens in the treatment of theſe caſes, that either 
the arrival of puberty,.a favourable turn ina conſtitution, or the renewal of long- obſtructed 
evacuations ( eſpecially the uterine ones) ſhall reſtore the patient to a better ſtate of health, 
and prevent either the farther progreſs, of the diſorder, or any new appearance of it 
in any other place. In this caſe, if the extirpation was made by an external application, 
and not; by 'an inſtrument, ſuch applicatjon.is thought to have wrought the cure, and has 
all the credit of doing what it really had no ſhare in then, what it never can do, nor have the 
appearance. of doing again, but in the like accidental circumſtances, 
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many inſtanoes to the contrary: and though no honeſt or judicious 
man a to promiſe ſucceſs, even in the molt favourable of 
theſe caſes, yet it is well known, that they which have had very 
unpromiſing appearances, not only from the ſtate of the teſticle, but 
from that of che ſpermatic chord, have ſucceeded often enough, to 
make the chance of a cure, by the operation, by no means a deſperate 
one. The ſtate of a . man left to his fate in theſe circumſtances, 
that is, to the fury and” ptbgreſs of the diſeaſe, is fo truly miſerable, 
that nothing ſhould be left unattempted, which carries with 1 it any 
probability of being ſerviceable : and a practitioner is vindicable, in 
preſſing What he has known to be ſucceſsful ; though, at at the fame 
time,” ho ought te make a guarded kind of prognoftic; ' 
pos t this whole, 1 TRIAK, * way jule, be faid, chat the wan, who 
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very little chance (notwithſtanding: all that has Tix faid and written 

about ſpecifics) to pet rid of it by any means, but by extirpation : and 
all the time the operation is defetred, he carries about him a part 
not only uſcleſs and burthenſome, but which i is every day liable, from 


many circumſtances (both external and Interval) 4 to become works, 
and More unſit for ſuch operation. 


- While the teſticle is ſmall, and free from acute or „ Resbüt at, 
the veſſels from which it is dependent are moſt frequently ſoft, and 
free from difeaſe ; whereas, when the teſtis has been ſuffered to attain 
2 confiderable ſize, the caſe is frequently otherwiſe : the ſpermatic vel- 
ſels ate often large and varicoſe; and the cellular membrane inveſting 
them ſometimes becomes thick, and contracts ſuch connections and ad- 

heſions, which, though they may not amount to an abſolute prohibi- 
tion of the operation, do yet render it tedious, troubleſome, and more 
hazardous chan it would be in other circumſtances. Every addition to 
the original wee in een, ene = is eee, patient; ; 


and 
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and if any of theſe are the conſequence of not having temoved it in 
time, it will follow, that the ſooner it is removed, the better. If we 
wait for what ſome call indications of the neceſſity of operating, we 
ſhall often ſtay until it wilt do no goods Many a one have I ſeen 
loſe 4 very probable chance of a cure by delay: but I do got 'remetti- 
der erer to have ſeen a teſticle removed, by a man? of judgment, 
which tefticle did not, upon examination, fully vindicate the extirpa- 
tion. If we were poſſeſſed of any medicine, either external or inter- 
nal, which had been known now and then to have diſſolved ſchirchl, - 
it would always be right to recommend the trial of them previous to an 
operation; and it would always be right to defer aue until ſuch 
trial had been made. But the truth is, we know no ſuch medicine. 
The credulous on the one hand, and the deſigning on the other, have told 
us many ſtrange ſtories of cures effected by ſuck applications and reme- 
dies 3 and I do molt ſincerely. wiſh, that what each of them have ſaid 
was true: but repeated, faithful experience has proved that it is not: 
and that they who have placed their confidence in them, or laid out 
their money on them, have been diſappointed and cheated... Te 

Some cirgumſtances there are how, ant then attending this adde 
which are out of our light and out of our knowledge, and which 
will render all our pains abortive: ſuch are tubercles, indurations, and 
other, diſcafed., appearances in the cellular membrane enveloping the 
ſpermatic veſſels within the abdomen,  ſchixrhous. viſpera, &. If 
any thaſo cn be known, they conſtitute a god reaſon for not at- 
tapting the cut by the opetation; but the mere poſſfibility that 
ſuch may exiſt, is certainly no reaſon ſor abſtaining from it: the ap- 
paretit ently; that / is, the dilcaſt teſtis, is certain; ihe other may or may 
net be the caſe e the one, if left to iel, is moſd likely to deſtroy 
the: patient in a ee nurse, een . _— 
| GO Ron may ow _ 10 was: 10 Bil 
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* But though the timely. and proper * of a ſchirrhous or cance- 
tous teſticle does frequently. ſecure to the patient life, health, and 
eaſe, Which, in ſuch circumſtances, are not attainable. by any other 
means ; yet it muſt be remarked, that the improper! and untimely 
performance of the operation is not only not attended with ſuch happy 
and ſalutary event, but generally brings on high ſymptoms, and quick 
deſtruction· It, therefore, behoves every practitioner to be perfectly 


EY well acquainted, not only with ſuch circumſtances as render caſtra- 


tion practicable and eee bays with ate. which. e och 
NAP? 516 Cf! 12.30 | IS 3d 
Theſe are of two kinds, FRE is aide to the 1 habit * 
| aa patient, and the diſorders and indiſpoſitions of ſome of the viſ- 
8 n or to the ſtate of the teſticle, and ſpermatic chord: 
A pale, fallow complexion, in thoſe who uſed to look otherwiſe ; 
a wan countenance-and loſs of appetite and fleſh, without any acute 
diſorder ; a fever of the heQic kind ; and frequent pain in the back and 
bowels, are, in thoſe, who are afflicted with a ſehirrhous teſtiele, ſuch 
circumſtances as would induce a ſuſpicion” of ſome latent miſchief, 
and incline one to ſuppoſe, that the ſame kind of virus, which had ap- 
parently Tpoiled the teſtis, may alſo have exerted its'malign” influence 
on ſome of the viſcera : in which caſe, ſucceſs from the mere removal 
of the teſticle is not to be expected. They, whoſe conſtitutions are 
ſpoiled by debauchery and intemperande, previous to their being at- 
tacked with this diſeaſe, Who have hard livers; and anafarcous — 
are not proper ſubjects for ſuch an operation. Hard tumors within 
the abdomen in the regions of the liver, ſpleen, kidnies; ot myſen- 
tery, implying a diſeaſed ſtate of the ſaid viſcera, are very material ob- 
jections to the! removal of Ahe clocal evil in the ſerotum. In ſhort, 
| whenever thers. re manifeſt appearances; ori.fymproms-:of a truly 
al $..0f the-ope- 
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ration becomes very doubtful; more eſpecially, if ſuch ſymptoms and 
appearances, -/ upon "being; properly treated, reſiſt in ſuch manner, as 
to make it moſt probable, that a cancerous virus is the real cauſe of 
them. "When'hone of theſe require our attention, the object of con- 
ſideration is the teſticle and its ſpermatic veſſels. The ſtate of the mere 
teſtis can hardly ever be any objection to the operation; the ſole con- 
fiderftion” is the ſpermatic chord: if this be in a natural Nate, and 
free from diſeaſe, the operation not only may, but ought to be per- 
formed, let the condition of the teſticle be what it may : if the ſperma- 
tic chord be really diſeaſed, the operation ought not to be attempted. 
For although on the one hand, a probability of ſucceſs will vindicate 
an attempt, even though i it hould fail; yet, on the other, where there 
is no ſuch probability, an operation, though performed in the moſt 
dextrous e will ore or a more ne method of tor- 

meniting. * | 
This ee (the ſtate of thi bee chord): is a matter, 
which may require our moſt tions conſideration; fince, on this it is 

(when the diſeaſe appears to be local) that we muſt found our judg- 
ment; and by this muſt form our reſolution, either to leave a man to 
the truly miſerable fate of being flowly, though certainly, ; deſtroyed, 
by a cruelly painful, and frequently very offenſiye fle; or endea- 
vour to ſave, and preſerve him in health and eaſe, by means which 
have ſo e 777 ſucceſsful, as . to deferye the appellation of 
probable." tl 1 

All writers” als? this bases agtee in digg: that if the ſpertautic 

prost has partaken of the diſeaſed ſtate of, the teſticle, that i is, has 
become inlarged, and hardened, and ſuch jolargement, and induration 
extends itſelf quite up to the abdominal muſcle, that the operation of 
caſtration ought. not to be performed, becauſe it not only will prove 
ſucgeſileſs, but will haſten the death of the patient. And this is, in 
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me degree, moſt certainly true but not withovt ſome limitation. 
a A truly and abſalutely diſeaſed fate of the ſpermatic chord, in any part 
of it, is certainly 4 very material objection to the operation, as it moſt 
commonly proves a bar to the ſucceſs. of it: and a morbid ſtate of the 
fame chord, quite as high as the abdominal muſcle, that is, of all 
that part of it which is external to the cavity of the belly, is a juſt 
and full prchibitien againſt ſuch attempt. But on the other hand it 
muſt be abſerved, that every apparently -morbid alteration of tho ſper- 
matic chord is not really ſuch; and therefore, chat every inlarge- 
ment, induration, fulneſa, &, which ſrems to alter the ſpermatic 
veſſels from that ſtate which is called a healthy and natural one, is not 
to be regarded as a diſeaſe; at leaſt, not as ſuch a diſeaſe as is ſuffici- 
ent to prohibit the attempt to obtain a cure by extirpation. The dif- 
ference between theſe, it is the duty of every practitioner to become 
perfectly acquainted with, as it is from a conſideration of theſe, that 
he ought to determine, Whether he may, with that firmneſs and aſſu- 
rance which the probable expectation of ſucceſs will give him, pro- 
poſe and adviſe caſtration; or find himſelf obliged in TING to 
diſſuade,” or refuſe, the performance of it. 
When the ſpermatic veſſels are not only turgid and full, un FIR 
20 hard; when the membrane, which inveſts and connects them, has 
loſt its natural ſoftneſs and cellular texture, and has contracted ſuch a 
Rte, and ſuch adheſions, as not only greatly to exceed i its patura] ze, 
but to become unequal, knotty, and painful upon being handled, and 
this ſtate has poſſeſſed all that part of the chord, which is between the 
opening in the oblique muſcle and the teſticle, no prudent, judicious, 
or humane man will attempt the operation; becauſe he will, moſt 
| certainly, not only do no good to his patient, but will bring on ſuch 
1 ſymptoms, as will moſt rapidly, as well as painfully deſtroy him. Of 
N there are ſo r proofs, that the truth of it is inconteſtible. 
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In ſome modern French books; we have indeed miraculous. ac. 
counts of operations of this kind, performed by dividing the tendon 
of the oblique muſcle, by tracing the [diſeaſed ſpermatic veſſels within 
the cavity of the belly, and there making the ligature and excifion : 
but theſe are operations which make a figure in books only, and are 
performed only by vifionaty writers; or, if ever they have been prac- 
tiſed; ſerve to ſhew the raſhneſs and inſenſibility of the operators, 
much more than their judgment or humanity. - Whoever (notwith- 
ſtanding theſe tales) performs the operation, in the circumſtances 
abovementioned, will prove himſelf much more hardy than judicious; 
and will deſtroy his patient, without having the ſatisfaction of think- 
ing that his attempt, though ſucceſsleſs, was yet vindicable; the 
only circumiſtance, een can, in ſuch events, give cornfort 0 a man, 
who thinks' rightly.” * 6 tha 

On the other hand, 28 I 1 20e already 1. 4 every inlargement of the 
ſpermatie chord is is not of this kind, nor by any | means ſufficient to pro- 
hibit, or prevent the operation. a . | 

"Theſe Alterations, or inlargements, 92 from two cauſes, viz. à va- 
ricofe dilatation of the ſpermatic vein, and. a collection, or collections, 
of fluid in the membrane inveſting and inveloping the faid veſſels. In' 
the firſt place, as there is no reaſon. in nature, why : a teſticle, whoſe 
veſſels" have previoully (for ſome time Perhaps) been in a varicoſe 
ftate, ſhould not become ſchirrhous; 3 bi it is alſo. clear, that the ſchir- 
rhofity Keeling ſach teſticle will by no meahs remoye, or even leſſen 
ſuch varicofe difatation 'of the veſſels from which ! it is dependant ; on 
the contraty, wit mot probably, and indeed does moſt frequently, 
incteaſs fach diftention : but fuch mere varicoſe inlargement of the 
veſſels, whethet it be previous or conſequential to the morbid ſtate 
ef the teſtis. dots not, nor ought to prevent the removal of it, if 
cthefiſe fit ahd tight. It is indeed an | objection to the dodrine of 
. 8 82 Mr. 
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Mr. Le Dranz and. a-few-other-writers;] who mike no ugature on the 
chord; and truſt to a light contuſion of it between the finget and 
thumb for a ſuppreſſion of the hæmorrhage; but is none to the reſt of 
the operation, as I can from experience teſtify. .. 
In the next place, the diſeaſed ſtate of a truly Ghirrboms: teſticle; its 
weight, and the alteration thęt muſt be made in the duc and proper 
circulation of the blood, through both it and the veſſels from which 
it is dependant, may, and do concur in inducing a varicoſe dilatation 
of the ſpermatic vein, without producing that knotty, morbid altera- 
tion and hardneſs, which, forbid our. attempts. Between theſe, a ju- 
dicious and 8 einer will, „ende be ee to diſtin- 
Zuiſh. 10 * NN 15183001 f. 34 3m 77 ele 
In the mas. (the truly diſeaſed tate) the: ch zord. is not only in- 
larged, but feels unequally hard * knotty; ; the. Parts, of. which: it 
is. compoſed _ are _undiſtinguiſhably blended together z it is either im- 
mediately painful | to the touch, or becomes 0 ſoon af Dk: exa- 
mined ; ; the patient t complains « of frequent, pains. ſhooting up, through 
his groin, into bis back ; and from the diſeaſed. ſtate of the membrane 
comp poſing the tunica communis, "ſuch. adbefions, and connexions, are 
ſometimes contracted, as either fx the. proceſs in the groin, or render 
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it difficult to get the finger and thumb qu quite pry it. 
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ws In the other, (the mere varicoſe diſtention) the veſſels, though 5 
vderably inlarged | and. dilated, are | Never heleſs ſmooth, , oft, and 
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compreſſible ; ; the whole proceks i is 1000 6 anc free, and will eably. per- 
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mit the f fingers of . an, examiner. to 80 ,al all rc | round is and. to diſtinguiſh : 
the ee ts of | "which 1 it * Lompoleg; $. it i 5 not painful to the touch ; nor 
5 does the examination ef it t produce, © or occali ON, thoſe. dartiog: pains, 
which almoſt always attend handling a proceſs malignantly. indurated. 


mor 


I do not lay, that the diſtinction between | theſe two ſtates is always, 
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and invariably, , to be made; 5 but that it Mw; may, 1 I know from te- 
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peated experience: and that the operation. may ſafely be attempted, 
and ſucceſsfully be performed, I know from the ſame experience. 
| The ſtate of a man, left to the merey of a malignant ſobirrhus, is ſo 
truly deplorable, that we cannot be too, attentive, in examining the 
. preciſe, nature of each individual caſe ;. and of erabracing « every. ppor- 
tunity of giving him that relief, Which it may at onę time be in our 
power to give, and which, the lucky Span miſſed, it . ne- 
ver be in his power again to receiye. 1 Meta +144 17 4} 
The other. circumſtance, which I have mentioned. as er ö 
deceiying an operator, and inducing him to believe that the ſperma- 
tic chord is much more diſeaſed than it really is, and thereby deter- 
ring him from the performance of an operation which might prove 
ſucceſsful, is the extravaſation, or collection of fluid, in the cellular 
membrane, enveloping the ſperm veſlels, . recen. the. e 
opening and the teſtis. 60 
In the cellular membrane leading t to a \diſcaſed teſticle, it i is no very ; 
uncommon thing, to find collections of extravaſated fluid. Theſe, as 
they add. conſiderably to the bulk, and apparent ſize of the proceſs; 
make the complaint appear more ride and, as 1 haye ne "_ 
leſs likely to admit relief. 
When this extravaſation is Keen erde all the: cells of the i in- 
veſting membrane, and the ſpermatic veſſels themſelves are biindincd, 
knotty and diſeaſed, the caſe is without remedy ;; for although a 
puncture, or an inciſion, will undoubtedly: give diſcharge. to ſome; 
or even the greateſt part of the fluid; yet this extravaſation is ſo ſmall; 
and ſo inſignificant a circumſtance. of the diſeaſe, and the parts in 
this ſtate are ſo little capable of bearing irritation, that an attempt of | 
this kind muſt be ineffectual, and may prove miſchieyous. 
But, on the other hand, collections of water are ſometimes 1 in 
the .lame memo; from an en to :the proper circulation 
wt through 
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through the numerous 1ymphatics in the ſpermatic proceſs, while the 
veſſels themſelyes are really not diſeaſed, and therefore very capable of 
'permitting the operation. In this cafe, the fluid is generally in one 
cyſt, or bag, like to an encyſted hydrocele, and the ſpermatic chord, 
cyſt and #11, are eaſily moveable from ſide to ſide; contrary to the pre- 
ceding ſtate, in which, the genetal load in the weundtane files the 
whole proceſs, and renders it almoſt immoveable. 4s 

1M diſcharge of the fluid will, in this caſe, GANG: hs dpirithe to 
examine the true ſtate of the proceſs, and, as I habe twice or thrice 
ſeen,” put it into his power, to free his pt from' vhs oy the moſt 
terrible calamities, which can befal a man. 

There is one more circumſtance relative to the ſchirrhous teſticle, 
which appears to me to be worth attending to; as T cannot help think- 
ing, that it has miſled many, who have not liad wanne 9 
a comparing theory with practice. 

It has been confidently aſſerted, and is mats believes, that a 
ſehirrhous teſticle never begins in the epidydimis of the fald teſticle. 
The conſequence of this doctrine is, that when a diſeaſe,” which af- 
fects a teſlicle, by inlarging and hardening it, makes its firſt attack on 
the epidydimis only, ſuch diſeaſe is not allowed to a , nor 
e er to be treated us ſuch. 

That inflammatory kind of tumor, Ubich, in the Vrulent gonor- 
ha; ſeizes the teſticle; and is called the hernia hutmoralis, affects the 
epidydimis; and, even under the beſt care, ſometinies leaves it too 
large, and tee hard. This is ſaid, never to end in, or produce a 
ſchirrhus; and, I do not recollect, that T have ever known it do fo. 
The diſeaſe, which confiſts in an induration and inlargement of the 
whole teſticle, in the more confirmed Iues, affe&ts the epidydimis alſo, 
as well as the glandular part of the teſticle; and I do not remember to 
have Ken it; either become cancerous, or wor en e mercury, pro- 
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perly adminiſtered. But that a true ſchirrhus, or cancer, ſometimes 
makes its firſt attack on the epidydimis, which it alters and ſpoils, be- 
fore it at all affects the teſticle; is a truth, of which I have not the 
leaſt, doubt. Among others, I formerly believed the contrary doe- 
trine; and, in the firſt edition of this book, have given it as my opi- 
nion: but I am, from experience, ſo perfectly convinced of che truth 
of what I have now aſſerted, that I think myſelf obliged to declare it. 
The miſtake, I ſuppoſe to have been made by the firſt propagaters of 
this opinion, thus: The hernia humoralis, and the venereal ſarcocele, 
always inlarge the epidydimis, and generally leave it ſomewhat too- 
hard: both theſe have, by adventrous and unknowing people, been 
miſtaken for ſchirrhi ; but it being found, by experience, that theſe 
alterations in the epidydimis, were either totally removed by medicine, 
or, if any part remained, it continued harmleſs through life; an infe- 
| rence was drawn, that, as true ſchirrhi are not often either removed 
by medicine, or continue harmleſs, therefore, an original affection of 
the epidydimis could never be a true ſchirrhus; a deduction, which 
the premiſſes do not, by any means, authorize ; and which, I am ſa- 
tisfied, is not true. | . I 
The operation of caſtration is performed as follows : 5 
The patient being laid on a table of convenient height, the ne 
ments, covering the ſpermatic veſſels in the groin, are to be divided. 
This inciſion ſhould be begun, as nearly as can be, oppoſite to the 
opening in the abdominal muſcle, and ſhould be ne a good uy 
down the ſcrotum. | 
The manner of beginning this incifion. is differently deſcribed by: 
writers ; ſome of them adviſing that the ſkin be held up by an aſſi- 
ſtant ; others that the knife be uſed perpendicularly, in this as in other - 
parts; it is indeed a matter of no importance at all, either to patient 
or mn and therefore may very 7 len os. left to the choice of the 
latter 5; 
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latter; but the length-6f the diviſion is of clilivquitits to boch. A 
fmall wound will indeed ſerve to lay bare the ſpermatic chord, but it 
win not permit the operator to do what is neceſſary afterward, with 
dexterity or facility: a ſmall wound gives as much pain in the inflic- 
tion, as a large one; and, as the ſetotum muſt, firſt or laſt, be divi- 
ded nearly to the bottom, it had better be done at firſt, on every ac- 
count. The ſpermatic chord, thus laid bare, is to be freed from its 
ſurrounding membranous connections; and then the operator, with 
his finger and thumb ſeparating the blood - veſſels from the vas defe- 
rens, muſt paſs a needle, armed with a ligature, between them; and, 
having tied the former only, muſt cut through or divide the whole 
chord, at a quarter or half an inch diſtance from the ſaid ligature, ac- 
cording as the ſtate of the proceſs and teſticle will admit. This done; 

be is then (witk the ſame knife, with which he has performed the 
formet part of the operation) to diſſect the teſticle out from its con- 
| neftion with the ſcrotum : the looſe texture of the dartos, the pre- 
25 vious ſepatation of the teſticle from the ſpermatic veſſels, and the helf p 
of afi aſſiſtant to hold up the lips of the Wound, will enable him to 
do this 1 Fwy little paw to the door oh po” n fein to bim- 

ſelf. * 5 : þ er ++; 

" bead artery bleeds, either in the ſerotum or in the 
dartos; it muſt be reſtrained by ligature and, when that is done, the 
void ſpace; in which the teſticle was, is to be very Abe filled with 

_ oft; dry lint; which lint ſhould be ſaffered to remain, until it be per- 
fectly looſened by the ſuppuration from every part of the fore: if it 


be removed benen ir 2 be dene b force 0 in which caſe, it will 
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This eifctmitince. of Sittlag of the: teſticle,” before it be diſſeRted dal wem the 
ſerotum, immediately after the ligature has been made, is of more conſequence, to the 
patient's;eaſe, as well as to the facility and expedition of the operation, than they, who 
have not tried it are aware of, 
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give 3 pain, and leave a crude, undigeſted ſore; if f it be not 
removed till quite looſe, it will give ng pain, and the fore will be 
found clean, and well digeſted, and requiring no other dreſſing after- 
ward than mere dry lint; which, from this time, ſhould be applied in 
ſuch quantity and manner, as to give nature an opportunity of con- 
tracting and healing the wound as faſt as ſhe can; in both which, 
ſhe 1 be . aſſiſted * hp judicious exhibition of the 
bark. 0 

IJ am very fenkible; that, in 1 SR direction for the performance 
of the operation of caſtration, I have; differed: from the doctrine of 
ſome very eminent modern practitioners; and, en: from Mr. 
Le Dran. 
No man — more bighly, of Mr. Th Dran 8 blüte, as I do; 
but, in theſe matters, every one muſt take the liberty of judging for 
himſelf; and, I cannot help thinking, that I have * reaſon for my 
opinion. 8 

Mr. Le Dean, having divided the integuments in the groin and 
ſcrotum, ſeparates the teſticle from the ſurrounding membrane, with 
his fingers, and with ſciſſars. This method is rather coarſe, is unne- 
ceſſarily painful, and does, what muſt for ever be wrong, multiplies 
the inſtruments to be uſed, without any neceſſity. The knife, in the 
hands of any man at all accuſtomed to the uſe of one, will execute 
* whole, with 705 apparent W With leſs pain, and much 
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Mi « ee 64444 III eee ee et ayec mes PET je 
- «© detache le teſticule: d'avec le tiſſu cellulaire, qui le tient attachẽ dans le ſcrotum. $i 
quelque portion membraneuſe a de la peine a ſo detacher, je la coupe avec des ciſeaus.” | 
Me De Garengeot divides the whole ſcrotum: with ſciflars;z and I cannot fay, that I 
have nat ſeen. it Apa tain by: W e coarſe, nnen 


; dtn b gane 260 Neg. D N Sa L method 
A0 24 5 „ ion 10 F tt 8 E 103 £4 et! 13 1 


ö 

ö 

| 
. 
| 

| 

| 
i 
| 

| 
8 


* * 


588 A PRE AT ISR eNn 


have, without heſitation, directed the ſpermatie chord to be fied, 


Mr. Le Dran's advice is different. He adviſes, that à ligaturé be paſ- 
ſed undermesth it amd left chere to be tied, 'of not, as occafion may 
requlte. Tm i wt is od vub ne as ig 
He then takes the extremity of the latter between his bnger and 
thumb ; and, by rubbing, pinching, or bruiſing, produces a degree of 
contuſion, fufficient (as he thinks) to prevent, in general, any hæ- 


N morrhage; and, having ſo done, he cuts off the teſticle from the faid 


chord, immediately below the bruiſed part, Tebvitg on L fad N 
hy ligatufe ready to be tied, if neceſſary es 

This method, of firſt bruiſing, and then cutting off tlie Periatie 
chord, without making a ligature on it, is alſo preſcribed and practi- 


bed By fothe gentlemen of eminent here ;/ and; 1 rhake not che leaſt 


Youbt, that, both with theſe geutlemen, ant with Mr. Le Dian, it 
may have been ſucceſsful : bk, I have ſeen three people loſe a very 


114 


| and as, in the many times which I have performed thi is operation, 1 


25 alarming be ma of blood, and one yery nearly” his Je, undet it; 


190 wo -:4 ” 505 3 
never law e leaſt 1 inconvenience ariſe from the Ii at e, H 'cannat 4 ap — 
; 4 ; F IL I. * Ris + J1 11 199 * 19 8 81 
probe ide ee of i it. Fang hes HA 
* ach bas JAutnigg vii 
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- method « of doles i it. — Gente; premiere edge Poperateur, Fouſſera de, 8 le 


1 dei indice, ou le rand, doigt ſous la peau, dans les cellules raiſſeules, afin oer 
© dans e fergtüm, et il aggrandiin fen inciſion eh <oupant, Tur ſon doigt Ac Jes fe- 


| « aux mouſſes la Pn 8 aura ſeparce des graiſſes, et il ouvrira A töut Ie ferotum,” 


GARENGEOT, OrERAT. CRIR. 
9 Ir n'y a que * artere qui Meisten, parce qu il n'y a qu'elle, qui puiſſe donner 


du ſang apres que j autaĩ ooupt᷑ le ordon. Je la prtais entre: deilx digts all endtoit, 


cou elle paſſe ſur lios pubis, et av ee elle les veines qui l entourenbʒ puis qe paſſt entre 
ces vaiſſeaum get le canal defirenty que hon diſtiigus ſobs le duigtiʒ a i duptecp une 
<< aigyille enfilee de deux brins de fil dir. te lulgulle, at“ je haiſſe lecofilã por · fare 
la ligature au cas qu'elle devieane hereſſaire. ie pronls aùſſ tot les vaideaur plus bas 


12 que Pos pubis, et Je le froiſſe entre mes doigts, pour y faire une oy de contuſion :; 3 


puis je 1988 le cordon un peu, au Meſſous de cette endroit froiſſe.- M. Lx DRA. 


ru H. V DR OO EL E, Kc. 697 


MI. Le Pran himſelf, not only ſeems, to he apprehenſive, of what 
may be the conſequence, by his paſſing 2 ligature, and.leaving it ready 
to be tied, and by the very good reaſon which he gives for not cutting 
off the ſpermatie chord (as moſt of his countrymen adviſe) cloſe to 
the opening in the tendon of the oblique muſcle; but alſo, in the 
Jame; paragraph, acknowledges, that a fatal Lhæmorrhage has been the 


conſequence of the digature having nee off, after it has Ne 


made. 
Un the gaſe of a perfectly ſound and unaltered ſpermatic e in 


which the: veſſels are not become. yanicoſe, and the operator can make 
his diviſion of them as low as he pleaſes, this froiſſement, this contu- 


dino, way be ſufficient to prevent an hemorrhage z but in caſes, where 
the ſpermatic chord is inlarged, Mr. Le Dran, himſelf does not think it 


ſafe to truſt to It... wi that A aki from Thich,a, ſchirrhous te- 
50. I » Dat . 09159 21 Bit: Ki 4 117 | 1811 ſticle 
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„ On demandera, pourquoi je n ne Glas pas ; Ia 9 du cordon immedistemont au 
e deflous de Panneau, comme les auteurs le preſcrivent. Je reponds, que fi la ligature 


4: \ahappe, on ne peut plus lier Partere, qui ſe retire au deſſus de Vanneau, ou elle peut 


5e donner ng dank le tiſſu cellulaire, a te r bir hk ' mulade; comme Pon 
a wa arrivers” 1; LIE DNN. 926 HHH zen ; borgms! 
, <6 Si le cordep ſpexmatique eſt gonfls juſqu” aupres. d 90 Y anneau, on ne N cette 
« methode ; et il faut ab/olument faire la ligature du cordon, immediatement au deſſous 
0 de Vanneau,” The remainder of this paragraph does indeed ſeem a kind of contradic- 
tion of the preceding. S'il eſt tres gonfle meme un plus haut que Panneau, et qu'on 
e ne puiſſe ſe diſpenſer de faire operation, il n'y a point de ligature a faire; il. faut fen- 
„dre un peu Vanneau, puis couper le cordon, et Vartere ne donnera pas de ſang.” Set 
aſide; all conſideration. of the propriety, or impropriety, of performing the opetation, 
when the ſpermatic chord is diſeaſed above the ring (as it is called) what can be the rea- 


ſon, why the artery ſnould not be e to bleed, after being divided within the ab- 


domen; when the ſame gentleman allows it to have produced a fatal hæmorrhage, upon 
g retiring into that cavity, or into the cellular membrane of a ee aſter ing 
a ang. of of DES e een eee 
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ſticle iy dependent, may be conſiderably inlarged, and diſtended, and 
that pretty high, and yet not ſo diſeaſed as to render the operation un- 
adviſcable or unſueceſsful, I have more than once or twice ſeen. The 
compreſſion which may be made, of the extremity of the divided 
chord againſt the os pubis, on which ſome ſtreſs ſeems to be laid, wil}, 
whether it be made by the finger, or by compteſs and bandage,” prove 
neee end os Gen rt coat * 
Want p37 WY 4 
The laſt hates in which 1 PR evaded from the 
commonly preſeribed rules, is, that I have not adviſed the: removal of 


any part of che ſorotatn. SJ 194419 233% 113 12 yy . a9 75 14 FP J 
My reaſon is, chat I never found it neceſſaty A= _ whe the 
ſcrotum was not adherent to the teſticle. © ld: 


Let tlie ſtize of the ſehirthus be what it may, ede wil cor- 
rugate to its natural form, when the wound is healed; and if in the 
operation it fairly be divided to the bottom, will neither lodge matter 

| durisg the cute,” nor produce any inconvenience afterward. e 
When it is adherent to the teſticle, and the cellular Kructure of the 
dartos is thereby deſtroyed, all ſuch adherent part ſhould certainly be 
removed; not only becauſe it is diſeaſed, but becauſe it will give the 
patient a great deal of unneceſſary pain to diſſect it: but then it ſhould 
always be removed along with the teſticle, in the manner directed by 


Mr. Samuel menen and not t be diſſetted olf e and en after= 
wards: ©}. wit (42 21 220 ge 7 99991 Dtn By 


— 


Si quelque portion membraneuſe a de la peine a fe detacher, je la coupe, avec des 
ciſeaux; et guand le tefficule gf ote, Fenleye une partie de la peau du auen f cetie 
4 peau s eſt trop etendue par le volume de Ia tumeur.” LR DAU. 

The ſame direction is given by Laur. Heiſter. Cutis ſcroti quæ exempro- tefticuls ſuper 
vaecanea ut reſecari ſotfice debet. By which means (that is, by not removing the 
| uin along with the teſticle, but afterward) the patient ſuffers almoſt as much pain, as 

the whole operation, properly performed, would occaſion ; and that without any neceſ - 


uns HTYDROOH UR, & 309 
by the latter, Method, the patienpz pein ib A Prolonged, 
and even. renewed without the leaſt necęſſity 4 Te 
l every operation, in which a-conſigerable phrtion, of ſkin. is.to be. 
divided, and- particularly in this, and in the. amputation of womens 
bresſts, it hogld, always be remembered, that, ag the, diviſion of the 
ſkin (the general organ of ſenſation) is the moſt acute and painful part 
of "what; is done by the knife, it cannot be done too quick, and ſhould 
always be done at once: the ſcrotum ſhould always be divided to the 
bottom, and the circular inciſion in the ſkin of a breaſt always made 
quite round, beſore any thing elſe be thought of. If this be not ex- 
ecuted properly, and perfectly, the operation will be attended with a 
great deal of pain which. might the ene et the operator willy be 
juſtly blameable. ret oy oo i 

Before I take my leave of this- TOE 1 thiok\it- right; to give 
the young practitioner a caution, viz. that if the tumor be of a pyti- 
form figure, perfectly ſmooth, and equal in its ſurface, and free ſrom 
pain, notwithſtanding. the degree of hardneſs may be great, and he 
may, in his own opinion, be clear that the tumor is not produced by 
water, but is a true ſchirrhus, I would adviſe- him, immediately. pre- 
vious to the operation, to pierce the anterior part with a trochar, ĩn 
order to be certain. My reaſon for giving this advice is, that Lyas 
once ſo deceived by every apparent cireumſtance of a true, equal, inday ; 
| lent ſchirrhus, that I removed a teſticle, which proved. upon exami- 

nation, to be ſo little diſeaſed, that, had I pierced it with a trochar 
previous to the operation, 1 could, and certainly thoull, have preſer- 
ved it. | eee | 
Having, in the Meine Fan Ngesd given "iy opinion 
very explicitly. concerning, the expediency | and propriety, of h. 
by the operation of caſtration, a ſchirrhous teſticle, when fairly cha- 
rateriſed, and properly circumſtanced "it cannot be neceſſar hits 
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ally fach Chſeb. 3 aff Convertve oH ch fs kind of 
buſineſs, knows, that the Spetarith oh 3 Aid in Proper 
fitthds, "is very fietfweftty Tacteterül {5a i tHat"tmany<peopte Have 
been oy it, refer om itninedfatelyl li fhpeffcihg 2 
Sale Orin" years in bed — — pYopagane wen 


zee ie Fug de ſhowers (ανν,Exutuiꝗ 10 ug aeneg ach) 2 


"a Ruar acebuntb Er ach; od pen ue“ tere böaftfings a 
cee bobivib od evowls bluord aur of) n 18 9b ad ayrw; 

helfe, therefore,” Which follow, ale ⸗Alektes) eftlerbbecab leihe 
fortunutecævent Was not very probable; and They irivy therefore Rive 
to'piibve; "that we'ſhould'not tob haſtily! '6r-inadvErtently Arfpaifrt- 
Gr, beeauſe their true nature ws "miſtaken und, thiefore, 'they 


were improperly treated: dead wit. 
Or; that! boy anon inonded with ere her be foreſeen 
dr Prevetited'; ©" RT SH 0010898 buon gero 20. 


Or, that the . wh too long — and the operation too 
Jong deferred; or pers, when ſucceſs from it Was Hot at all 


Masse toner 10½m¹ ode: nity d noitigo H eig i N 
8 Or, wat they! were combined with bther conlplaints,* either general, 
or vocal; by whith'the deſt ealcuated attempts müſt be fruſtrated: 
Or, Yar they contain ſoanething ih their nature whith"appears te be 
Aügbhk. FPtom each, r alf bf Cath Lapprehetd „ide practitbfer 
Tay Ted ker s much, if hot more, vehecit warde chan from 


the moſt e of ' ſutbeſs. 391135 21330 Ol 24 of ettoftan 
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ED Th 157 gi 2 {prey y LS S., dig; hi z 
| I * ears old, who 'had* 77 0 ny 

F218 — or rar: ae 4 1 0 * wy 101; v 
rhe: Wie ce of 8 cars ite 


„ Allleted wit! h 4 tr ſchirrhous 
Witicle, 3p pplied to me.  more*th 


had | been, more than o ce, a that 
time, 


mo: DR OO EEB & gu 


tiber / aduiſed cd part with, lit but was; afraid pſathe opHrAt ion. He 
vun danped, by analcration whichit bad. lately vodergone ; and 
from ſomo, cirgymiianges,in his general health, 9 Were new. 1 
tumot, From. its frlt appearance, had been. inflelent and equal, the 
ſpermatic chord in a natural, ſtate, and.he, had no.ather complaints of 
any kind The teſticle was now very, unequal in its ſyrface.; it had 
increaſed copliderably, within the laſt three. months and the ſpermatic 
| Chord was inlarged, (that is) become. varicoſe, more than half way 
Bom the telicle, to. the, groip. | He, had allo, . a cholicky , diſoxgler, 
which, secugred dc without anx purging - indes mon 
The, caſe was unfavorable; . apd..therg. appeared. to me to. ha np 
chance, but. from. caſtratiqn.: the Nate of the ſyermatic veſſels, rendered 
that dubious : but the improbability gf. the diſcaſe ,xemainipg in its 
preſent ſtate, Made it ſtill worth embraeing - The general. ſtate of. the 
patientihtdlib,, was: ap an alarming girchmſtance but neither cquld 
that: btvajnginsled,[, while: the, local fliſpaſe remnined- M vel L219 eiw 
Having apprized him of all theſe circumſtanges, he willingly, ſuh- 
mittel 94the.operdtion; which, was. performed, the, next dye, The 
ſtate of the proceſs jꝑſt admitte of, making hg digatute between, the 
inlarged panting the abdatind maſde Nothing particular attended 
ahi 6urezdthefore healed very kindlye.jand.1the. man; hay, enjoyed. 
ginodiftats; of chealth, ever Boge which is dan. ee | 
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| "Gentlemkin-frdm America applied W me on Geebümt 0 a "EY 
f N Plaint i n one of this teſticles. It Bad, while he was abroad, 

been beer t be) and had beets tested übe, ese er which 
| ned WW * F u, 
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use bt wat at hrt; u fimple, Cual, indohent ſchirrhus, with a 
Wermut unifiered froi| x" natorahHacs,” was; Ahe F Faw it, 
unequal t titles painful, and dependent from ſpettmatie veſſels con- 
cee inlirged and ſwöllen, though ſtill ſoft; and free from knot 
or itdüftion. He was; Other dviſe, in eee Mig ah 
| Chiter, ati His conſtitution ünhurt by debaathery of intemperanee. _ 
Willi regard to the teſticle, chere could'be no doubt, either of the 
nature '6f the diſeaſe, or the propriety of its being removed; but the 
ſtate of the ſpermatic veſſels was ſuch, as made the proſpect of ſucceſs, 
from caſtration, very uncertain. 'Two' or three conſultations were 
bach thi feſult of all Which" were nearly dhe fame, that is, the ſur- 
geonb were very üpprebenfive of the operation; from the ſtate of ehe 
Chord, afl therefore would not preſs it ; and the phyſicians preſeribed 
internal remedies; and, among theſe the cicuta, which, luckily hap- 
Pened to'difagice ſo much with the patient; that he would not go on 
with it: 1 ſay 8 becauſe ir hereby prevented the on” more 
| idea the uſe Gf Roi goum od ag. to cap. A. boSHqq2 5 1 7510 
0! rhe patient wil! üngle, © ſerifible” mln, and had a Hem deal of 
out a refokutibn'in His naturd cotfſtit ution! IG. 212. 10 928. 
aint mnaturely weighed 8 had been ſaid to him and fnd- 
F that 6 relief was Nkely to hcerut from inedieine, and chat his diſ- 
aſe Was ks little Ikely to ſtand fill,” he determined rather to take the 
Chance which the operation would give him, either of ſudden de- 
ſtruction, or a cure, than live in that ſtate of anxiety, which muſt 
ariſe from a conſtant meditation on the nature of his diſeaſe, 
| The operation was performed; and, ina the dxecution of it, I was 
5 particularly attentive to the ſtate of the veſſels. The whole proceſs 
Was, 1 May venture to ſay, full double the ſize it ought. to be, and, the 
. veins very, tortuous, by their being diſtended ; but there was. no Indu- 


nn that proceeding from the; var 
ol them. Ihren on 5 
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When the teſticle was removed, I examined that alſo very care- 
fully. The cavity of the tunica vaginalis was, in a great meaſure, 
aboliſhed, by an almoſt general adheſion of that membrane with the 
albuginea ; the epidydimis was. tolerably ſound, but the whole com- 
pages of the teſtis hard, and diſeaſed: and, in the very center of it 
was a putrid flough, and a very ſmall quantity of ill- coloured ſanies. 
It is now aboye five years ſince the operation. The patient has en- 
joyed perfect health ever ſince, and finds no one inconvenience "_ 
che $d&o8 the parti! gen tinted ers ft 

Ir theſe two caſes, the event was derten beyond expeRtation. | In 
ſuch circumſtances, every thing is to be feared: the operation is ſel- 
dom adviſable, becauſe ſeldom ſucceſsful. However, they may ſtand 
as inſtances to prove; that; where there is even a ſmall foundation for 
hope, it is better to embrace ſuch opportunity, than to leave the pa- 
tient to his fate. Neither himſelf, nor his friends, ſhould, in ſuch 
cafe; be flattered, or deceived: but the uncertainty ſhould be laid be- 
fore . and ths PRONE hows. by oy own a | | 
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Fs — 5 4 about twenty-four years old, dere my opinion 
concerning a teſticle, which, was beginning, to inlarge, and 
was already become very hard. FR AR, | 
The account he g ave was, as follows: 4 n 
That, about 2 — or eight months before, he had a common tent 
kumorais, In. conſequence of the ſupprefiion of a gonorrhea. by hard 
riding. " That the inflammatory ſymptoms were ſoon removed by reſt, 
evacuation, and proper application; but that neither the teſticle, nor 
the e, had ever returned to their natural ſize. That the 


U u u ſurgeon, 
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ſurgeon, whole care he had been under, bad, ſince the inflammation 
was gone off, given him a conſiderable quantity of mercurial medicine 
internally, and had rubbed on a good deal-of the ointment externally 3 
by which his mouth had been ber; 3) prong cir 120 had On taken 
to or three mercurial vo mite. 

The tumor was perfectiy eee even pe be handled it bd 
a ſony, incompreſſible kind of hardbeſs, and the ene, veſſels 
Were in a ſound, natural ſtate e 9500 Youd ii port e bert | 

I told him, that whatever might have FRA riſe: to his diſeaſe, it 
was my opinion, that it was a trae-ſchirrhus ; hat it would never be 
cured by medicine; that, although it was quiet, and free from pain 
now, no man would pretend to ſay how long it might continue ſo; and 
that I ſhould, by all means, adyiſe him to part: with it in its preſent 
ſtate, rather than ſtay! till ſuch alteration ſhould be made in it, as tho 
it might induce. him to comply, might render the operation unſucceſs- 
ful. He diſapproved my advice, and I ſaw no more of him for near 
four months 3. at the.end:of. which time, he called upon me again. 

His teſticle was a good deal increaſed in wy but the ſpermatic 

chord ſtill unaffected. | 

I repeated my former advice, and R to com ply. _ 
At the diſtance of two months from this time, I ſaw him again. 

His teſticle was till more inlarged, and the cavity of *the TG; vagi- 

nalis palpably containied” a fluid. He faid, he had ſhowed: it "to two 

other ſurgeons; ; both of- whom had promile him much relief, if not 

a cure, by letting out that WF which, | they told Kim, Sade the 

79 part « of hig diſeaſe. 5 inne 


rt on 1 anſwered; | that 5 had no männer of 
oubt that there was a fluid; ber .that 1 e rehended it to he much, 


£961 120R67-8 32 ne 805 Oat Sign 
5 | leſs 1 in quantity than either he, or they they "who miſed à cure by 

a Qn enten wy nn 201 tad 
letting, it out, took, it to be; that it a ppeared to me to, make ſo Amal 


a 15 e hat, I [ was Boe "a the decreale © of ih, 5 
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ite diſcharge, would bear no proportion to his expectation ; that this 
fluid made nd part of the original diſeaſe, but Was an accidental con- 
ſequence: that an opening made into a teſticle ſo. circumſtanced 
might excite, very diſagreeable ſymptonis, from which he was at pre- 
ſent free. and that my opinion was A hit it . to be _ re- 
moved, or not meddled with. 1: 15211 0342 27 powell 

He left me, with much diſſatisfaction. He aid. ibis I was too te- 
nacious of my own opinion; and too regardleſs of that of others. 
But I had ſeen too many of theſe{Eaſes'to be in ay doubt concerning 
its nature; and I knew the people, under whoſe direction he then 
was;': tbovwell, to ſuppoſe; eithtthat>rthey! KhowWO any: thing of the 
matter, or that they would lead ar thing unättempted, White he had 
either credalitybr money. 80 after this, T heard; that lie had ſub- 
wirted to habe a pünctüre müde, By which" à very ſmall quantity of 
bloody ſerum was diſchatged; but tlie fixe of the tumor fo little lef- 
ſened, that his operator would ful Have ee and 
deeper; but this the patient would not per mitt. 
Being vered at what hat happened, he came not n 10 me, tin 
ab the liſtance of near two-mdhths more. He was now ina very dif- 
fetent ſtate. !His complexion was wan and pale; His fleſh afid appe- 
tits gone; his:teſticle very Jargez/ynequal,' wad{paitfel;" and! the ſper- 
matic. chord diſeaſed quite up to his groin." 1 "was very ſorry to be 
obliged to tell him, that I couꝗ do him no good; and ne Wet _ 
ration was by no means ad viſeabl eme 22071 

He now, of 'cdurſe; fell into» the Hands of thoſe who "tap Mt 4 
little ready money j and! having tried two or three of theſe, he Was 
adviſed to take the cicutdg' which he did for ſome time, and in large 
doſes, but (as uſual) without any real; or permanent good effect. 
His ſtate, ſoon aftet this, becime truly deplorable; his teſticle was 
of an Dan ſize the aches chord, quite up to his belly, fo 
SAMNOVYL nes an 12 1 ne eee eee 2163000 large 


8110 _ 
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large a8 hardly. to be capable of being: graſped by! the hand g a very 
large, hard tumor within that fide of the belly; his pain acute and 
conſtant; and his fleſh, ſtrength and appetite y totally gone. 


In theſe circumſtances, a believer in the omnipotenboe of the ſublis 
mate ſolution, preſcribed it for him: from which he received dhe ad- | 
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MAN oy about thirty, of Py Full bod habit, heed: t me a 
tumor in the ſpermatic proceſs, about the midway between 
tha groin and teſticle : it was hard, ij circumſcribed; indolent wWhemnot 
meddled with, but painful for a long time after having been handled, 
and the pain of ſach kind, as to indicate tbe diſeaſe not to have a pep 
benign charaters. he reſticle was perfectly Free. 1590 af. 157 . 
I adviſed' the 16fing ſome blood, gentle evacuation! by K6ol; the: I 
| efia ſuſpedſory to tale off the weight; and deſired the Patient to 465 me 
ſee: him agdin in abgut ten days, At the diſtande of ſomewhat more 
than a month, he ene tor ne agains and told me, kit from me he | 
had gent tea, ruptace-docor,t! bo put a truſd on him, -and:p Siving him 
am external application; bad him come to! him again in al weck; chat 
the preſſure, of the truſs jeined to the irritating quality of the oipt- 
ment, greatly inereaſed the pain and the: fwelling - „ that his dot 
then applied an adhefive plaſter; - ind when he Rad wern that: ww | 
gays, he chrüſtj a langet into the; body of the tumors that notbing | 
followed? the lähcet but "blood; that he inlarged the openings, and. 


fled it with. Unt; and that, for feveral, days after,, he had dreſſed the | 


bote with. red powder. (precipitata). ,, He had now as truly malignant a 


cancerous Pte, 4 ag. I eyer- laws and all. the ſpermatic Proceſs above it 
was ſo diſeaſed, as fo prohibit all chpught of an a Nothing 


* 
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palliated the fury, with which it proceeded; he lived ſeveral months 
in: great and conſtant pain, having a large hard body within the belly 
(on that ſide) extending from the groin quite up to the region of the 
kidney and _"_— I make no -r een of the diſeaſed ſper- 
maticiyeliels;:" #116 ne @& 4 344 


1 * XLII. 


M AN, about forty-eight years old, 1 * red at ſome 9 

derable diſtance from London, perceived one of his teſticles 
—_ hard; larger in fize than it uſed to be; and when he was on 
orſeback, Na painful. A 
| Having been, ſeveral times clapped, N twice . with JEM 
bumoralis, he thought that this ſwelling was of the ſame kind and 
Soap to the apothecary of the town where: he lived ; who, not be- 
in much agcuſtomed to ſurgery, and being miſled by the. patient's 
opinion and account, looked on it in the ſame light, and gave him ſe- 
por doſes.c of calomel ; ; theſe n. not ſucceeding, to his wiſh, he confined 

| Pailent to bis bed. applied a pultice to the ſcrotum, and yomited 
Pe twice or 1 thrice, with the mercurius emet. flayus. By this pro- 
cel the tan became feveriſh; loſt his appetite, lep, and fleſh ; noo 
the teſticle increaſed, both i in fize and hardneſs, 53510 

921 was now conſulted by letter, and gave my opinion, that * 00 
was not venereal; ; that mercurial medicines, or whatever was likely to 
increaſe the circulation, were wrong, and would be found prejudicial; 
that whatever might become neceſſary hereafter, the preſent intentions 
ought to be; to procure eaſe; to remove the fever, to keep the body 
(which Bad always been coſtive) gently open, and to acquire ſtrength 
by the adminiſtration of ſoft, light nouriſhment; and I recommended 


the decoct. eee, with milk, for bis common drink. e 
. In 


** 
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In atother letter, which I received at about three weeks diſtance 
from the firſt, my opinion was aſked concerning the cicuta: to which, 
J replied, that in ſchirrhous and cancerous caſes, (one of which I took 
this to be) I had never yet ſeen it da any good, though taken for a 
conſiderable time, and in large doſes; but, on the other hand, as I 
had never ſeen it do any harm, I could have no objection t to its being 
tried. _ 
In about two mths, 0 or a little more, 1 had 8 letter, giving 
me an account, that the cicuta had been taken freely, and had alſo 
been conſtantly applied as a cataplaſm 3 that, in about a month after 
its - fiſt application, the | Pains, both in the part and in the Patient's 
of whe chilly ; and that there had bets, from about that time, a 
palpable fluctuation ol aMuid, near to the ſurface of the tumor; ; that 
this fluid had been let out by the point, of a lancet, and proved to be 
only a ſmall quantity of a bloody ſerum ; ; that, from the time this 
opening had been made, the pain, as well as the ſize, of the tumor 
had increaſed; 3, that, by continuing the cicuta pultice, with the addi- 
Hon of tome Burgundy pitch, A collection of matter, or impoſtyma- 
tion, was now produced, plainly to be felt, though deep i in the body 
of the teſticle : and I was deſired to fay, what I thought Wrede the 
propereſt manner of giving diſcharge to it. 

1 returned anſwer, that it Was a very dilagrecable "thing, to be 
| obliged, to give a poſitive opinion on a caſe by relation only.;. and that 
from thoſe, who, I was ſure, thought not of it as I did. That, as. it 
was by no means unlikely that I might be miſtaken, I deſired, that 
what, I ſhould, nw. ſay, might not be underſtood, ar applied to any 
other caſe, t than n, what . 1 took. this to be; that T took it to be a ſchirchus,, 
which was. becoming cancerons apace, and would, very ſoon, ſhow: 
more of its malignant diſpoſition ; Wel if irritated. That the. 

f fluid, 
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fluid, which had been let out, was nothing more than the water of 
the tunica vaginalis; whoſe abſorption was prevented; and whoſe eo- 
lor was produced by the diſeaſed ſtate of the tefticle. - That I ſhould 


not have adviſed the letting it out at all; much leſs, in that ſmall 
quantity. That it was my opinion, that the fluid, which was now 
ſuppoſed to be felt to fluctuate deep in the body of the teſticle, was, 
by no means, matter, or the effect of a kindly ſuppuration; but a 


malignant ſanies, the conſequence of the very diſeaſed ſtate of the 


teſtis. That I did verily believe they would find, that the quantity 
of it bore ſmall proportion to the ſize of the general tumor. That 
the letting it out would, more probably, occaſion an aggravation 
than an alleviation of ſymptoms, and render the diſeaſe ſtill more 
painful and more hazardous than it was already. And that I Would 
not be ſurpriſed to hear, that there was no AQ at all. Rae 
To this I received a fhort reply, ſignifying, that it was appre- 


hended F had miſtaken the caſe. That another gentleman in London 


had been conſulted; who (from the account given of the ſtate of the 
ſpermatic chord, of the preceding herniæ humorales, and, moſt pro- 


bably, from a miſrepreſentation of * the caſe) had adviſed the making 


an opefiing by knife; which had been done: but the Writer of the 
letter did not ſay a word, about what was let out. 
I heard no more of the caſe, or patient, for near another month ; 


and then was ſent for, one evening, to an inn in this town, where 1 


found him in a ſituation truly deplorable. The teſticle was ama- 


zingly large, and one half of it covered by a prodigious fungus, which 


Was intolerably painful, gleeted largely, and, at times, bled profuſely * 


the ſpermatic proceſs was alſo very large, and a tumor plainly to be felt | 


within the belly, cauſed by the diſeaſed ſtate of the ſeminal veſlels, 
The man's ſtrength and fleſſi were exliauſted; in ſhort he was «dy 
ing, and did not live; above a week or ten days, from this time. | 


1 be- 


A. 


* 
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I believe, it muſt be unneceſſary for me to obſerve, that the miſ- 
conception of the nature, and the method of treating, the three 
preceding caſes, bad no ſmall ſhare in contributing to the ſufferings 
of the patients, and to the fatality of their events. I believe alſo, that 
moſt, praQitioners, who have been converſant with this kind of bu- 
ſineſs, will be of opinion, that the operation, performed in due time, 
would certainly have. contributed to the W nee to che : 
- preſervation of them. . WA 

A cancerous. diſpoſition. in the habit will, amen tender a ak | 
ent liable to be deſtroyed, by the diſeaſed ſtate of parts out of our 
reach 3. and. thereby, render the operation, although performed in due 
time, in the beſt manner, and under the moſt favourable apparent 
circumſtances, unſucceſsful : but as this very often cannot be foreſeen, - 
or foreknown, ſurely, it muſt be very wrong, to omit doing what 
may preſetve health and life, only becauſe it may. alſo happen, that 
it may do neither. In all theſe caſes, a guarded prognoſtic ſhould 
be made; and it. ſhould be conſidered, that, though we are ſome - 
times deceived, and fruſtrated, by ſiniſter events; yet, on the other 
hand, it happens, and that not infrequently, that caſes, | which have 


" even an unfayourable and threatning aſpe& at firſt, come | to a WF: 
| happy iſſue. 
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Man, out fifty years old, Jefired. my © bis. concerning 2 
diſeaſed teſticle. It was about the ſize of a ſmall pomegranate, 
very hard, perfectly free from pain, and the ſpermatic proceſs free 
from all appearance of diſcaſe. Caſtration, he ſaid, he was determi- 
ned not to ſubmit to; ang only wanted * know, whether I could 
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put him into any other method of getting rid of his diſeaſe; I gave 
him my opinion very freely, on the great improbability of his being 
ſerved by any other means: and, tho I dſd, it Tbitie degree, adviſe 
bim to ſubmit to the operation, yet there were ſome circutd tales 


1-4» 4 


in his general h health, which induced me not to preſs it; ant wade me 
rather; pleaſed, that he was preyioully. determined 2b! it. He had 

a very ſallow, diſeaſed complexion, a general want of mule ular eib, 
and firmneſs; a very frequent cholic, ſometimes attended with 8 - 


33:21 


threatoing diarrhœa, and ſometimes $ with an ;obſtivate conſti ipation. 
In the ſpace of two or three 5 be took a great variety, of medi- 
_gines 3 and ſaw a great numper of f practitioners, | both, regular and irre- 


eule, Bp found. ho. benefit z neither did the teſticle in. all that ſpace 
fe le died of an obſtinate and painful dyſentery : and when he 
9 was pened, his, myſentety was found full of large, hard, ſchirchous 


. knots(; 1 all the. Tymphatic glands. about the receptaculum chyli, and 
inning of the thoracic dud, e diſcaſed ; and the e liver 


ch sg. and hardned- U z reer of 
The want of an healthy appearance, the pains, and ether com 
o plaints which attended the man, might have been « owing, to > cauſes 
independant o of bis is ſchirthous teſticle; and pon ſuch ſuppoſition, 
the remoyal of the ſaid teſticle: by the operation might have been 


9 


vindicable ; but if it had been done, it ſhould byy, been, under a 
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| Man about fifty, ſhewed ak A lie diſeaſed lee which he 
. ſaid had been gradually, for near four years, getting to that ſize 


4 hae ; and was „ as s he thought, 124 the lien of A 
child. * 10 $82 91 OTOL OMEN ©8459 b. („lle 
® The W who attended His family bad often ſeen it, white It 
Was ſmall, equal, and free from pain wg had as often preſſed him 
to part with! it; but While it was ealy, he would never think of it. 
It was now large, * and unequally! hard; z it had, in ſome parts of it, 
4 a quantity of fluid, in others none; it was very paikfuf to the touch; 
it gave him great uneaſinefs in his back, from its weight, and even 
"while i at, was Tuſpended, or he was in bed be had fuch and fo frequent 
15 5 pains i in it, as to render him very unhappy,” and to deprive him 
very much of his natural reſt. The ſpermatic chord was petfedly free ; | 
but the frequency of his pain, and the diſturbance of his ſleep gave 
| 2 a very unhealthy appearance. I told bim, that I thought he had 
miſſed the moſt favourable opportunity, by not'fubmitting to the ope- 
ration While the teſticle was ſmall, ſmooth; and indolent; that ſome 
ditcumſtahees i in his general ſtate and Habit were unfavburable ; but 
mein, as the ſpermitic proceſs" was free, arid as there was no great pro- 
bability that the teſticle would ever again be e , or cœaſe to inereaſe 
in ſize until the ſpermatics ſhould becime lle, I chought it 
was better to take the chance of the operation, than ſubmit to that 
certain miſery which muſt attend the farther progreſs of the diſeaſe. 
The patient conſented; the operation was performed; and every 
thing went on in the moſt favourable manner, till the fore was re- 
a | _ duced to the ſize of a fixpence : he was then ſeized with à pain in his 
| belly, the ſore ; changed its aſpect, and from appearing to be almoſt 


healed, 


. Fg 


_ 
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healed, it fretted, became foul, ſpongy, and ſpread ſo conſiderably, 
that, i in a fortnight” s time, it was as broad as a hand; it bled frequently, * 
gleeted largely, was extremely painful, and very offenſive; nothing 
was done, had any good effect on it; and, having languiſhed GE 
months, he died. 

Some of the N in this caſe were undoubtedly unfa- 
vourable ; but I have ſeen people do very well under ſimilar ones; 


and I ſtill think, that the patient choſe the leſſer of the two evils, and 
embraced the more probable chance. 


OPT Ws pp XL. 


Poor man, who was in St, Bartholomew's Hoſpital for a hurt in 
one of his legs, defired” me to look at his ſcrotum, which was 
of a very large ſize. LET 

The tumor was principally formed by water in the tunica vagi 
teſtis ; ; but, through the fluid, it was eaſy to diſtinguiſh a diſeaſed teſti- 
cle. le complained of uneaſineſs from the weight, and had, he 
ſaid, now and then, a pain ſhot up from the teſticle into his back : 
he had alſo, now and then, a cholic, with nauſea and inclination to 
vomit ; and was very ſubject to a fort of ſtrangury. I drew off near 
a wine quart of a yellow thin fluid, by means of a trochar; and, when 
that was done, was ſo ſatisfied that the teſtis was diſeaſed, that I would 
have immediately removed it ; but the man would not conſent. He 
ſoon got well of his leg, and was diſcharged from the hoſpital. 

He was a bricklayer's labourer; and in about a fortnight or three 
weeks time from his diſcharge fell from a high ſcaffold, and was fo 
much hurt that he died, after he had been again in the hoſpital two 
. days; 1 and I ghdly nee the 6. wen oe” nee his dead 

K a7 194 body. 
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| body. The tunica "vaginalis y was not ot only much diſtended, but confi- 
| derably thickned. The teſticle was a great deal too large, and too hard; 
but, vpn diviſion, did not ſhew_ FED conſiderable mark of diſeaſe, 
except in its very center, "where there was a ſmall quantity of: a dif- 
coloured ſanies, and a putrid ſlougb. The ſpermatic veſſels were not 
at all altered from a natural ſtate, except that 'the v. vein was varicous. 
Immediately below, the emulgent veſſels, on the right "fide, was an ir- 
regular tumor, near as big as the kidney itſelf, perfectly {chirrhous, 
and firmly attached both to the renal blood-yellels, and to the aorta. Thie 
external part of this tumor was rough and unequal, and of a whitiſh 
colour; and in the center of it were exactly the ſame appearances, as 
within the teſticle, viz. a ſmall quantity of matter, and a ſlough. 
Where the ureter was croſſed by this. tumor, it was much com 
preſſed, and ſtraitned in its diameter; 3 but below this Hcickure, it t. 8 
conſiderably dilated. The men, was not 1 healthy i 92 
ace. 1 Wange ROE : 2 
Had this man ß Wp, 1 make no doubt chat his internal 
| ainhas would have deſtroyed him; but that was a circuraſtance not 5 
to be collected from his general Kate, | or from his complaints, and , 
therefore not to be' foreknown : the operation would eh havo 
been vindicable, ee unſpopelaful., fur 
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( Middle-aged man was Ze into St. Bartholowew' ea 
for an accidental; hurt, of which he ſoon got well: and when 
ba was going tobe diſcharged, he deſited Mr. Freke, Mögt patient 
he had been, to look. at one of his teſticles, It) was large and unequally | 
bard; gave him a great deal of pain at ſhort intervals, and ſeemed - 
to 
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to contain a quantity of fluid in its middle part: the ſpermatic chord 
was pretty free, juſt at its exit from the abdomen; but all between 
that point and the teſticle was much diſeaſed. - 

Some of the gentlemen preſent expreſſed their apprehenſions, that 
the Hate of the proceſs was ſuch, that the operation would moſt pro- 
bably be unſucceſsful, and therefore they were rather inclined; that 
the man ſhould be diſcharged without any attempt of that kind; 
but Mr. Freke thought otherwiſe, and performed it immediately. 
The veſſels of the diſeaſed proceſs were varicous to a great degree, 
and very knotty and hard; the connecting membrane was much thick- 
ned, the epididymis and teſticle quite confounded together; and in 
the body of the latter was 4 ae coo of agg nike, Contained i in 


two or three large cells. y 2141 
The man got no reſt. after the operation, the veſſels. of : the: ande 


bled through all the dreſſings more than once, and in a few hours he 
became very hot and reſtleſs, with a pulſe quick and hard. 
The next day he bled again; not from the chord, but from the 
whole dartos: his ſcrotum became much ſwelled, and loaded with a 
Iymphatic kind of tumefaction, but was very little inflamed ; his pulſe 
was inconceiveably rapid, but ſmall 3 he complained of acute pains 
in his back, a burning heat within it, an intolerable thirſt, and an 
anxiety that was more terrible to beat than all the reſt: toward night 
(of the ſecond day) his pulſe faultered, he became eaſy, and his ex- 
tremities cold; and early on the third morning he die. | 
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chun; 1 09 each FE me 1 a e in one 
of his teſticles, the epididymis of which was much inlarged, 
2 hardned, while the body of as, teſtis ſeemed to bein a natural 
ata. it 

His age, nis tire appearance, - ak the cada ſtate of the part, 
induced me to believe it to be venereal ; but, upon aſking him a few 
queſtions, - he: aſſerted, that he had never received any taint, of that 

kind in his life, He ſaid, that the firſt time he had ever taken no- 
tice of this complaint, was about ſix weeks heſore, after riding 
hard in the day, and dancing all night; that it was very ſmall at firſt, 
had increaſed gradually, and now began to be very troubleſome to 
him, either in riding or walking; and chat not only TO its mere. 
weight, but from frequent pain in it. 

Lam obliged to acknowledge, that I was, at this time, fo peel. 
my by the generally prevailing doctrine, that a true ſchirrhus or 
cnncer never began in the epididymis, that I thought, eicher that w7 
patient was deceived himſelf, or had a mind to deceive me. 

I therefore gave him a mercurial pill to take every night, confiſt- 
ing of a ſmall doſe of calomel, with ſome kermes mineral, and di- 
rected a ſmall portion of ung. mercur. to be rubbed _ evening 

into the ſpermatic proceſs. 

By purſuing this method for about ten days, his mouth became ſore, 
and he was much diſpleaſed thereby; I gave him ſome gentle catha- 

tics, but his ſpitting kept at above a pint a day, far more than a fort- 

night: at the end of which time, the hardneſs, as well as lize, and 
inequality of the epididymis and vas differens were manifeſtly increa- 
_ dy * his uneaſineſs in theſe parts was en. 


The 
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The death of a near relation now called him into the country, where 
he ſtaid about a month. At his return, he ſent for me. The diſeaſe 
was increaſed, but ſtill confined to the epidydimis; which was now in 
that ſtate, which, I ſuppoſe, conſtituted the caro adnata of the anti- 
ents : it was hard, craggy, painful, and in ſize nearly equal to the te- 
ſticle itſelf; the darting pains were frequent; and the uneaſineſs from 
its weight was conſtant and tireſome. 

I was now ſatisfied of the true nature of the caſe, and let drop a 
hint of the propriety of removing the part; but having a very delicate 
and timorous man to deal with, I deſired Him to take the opinions of 

e other gentlemen. | 

He faw Mr. Middleton and Mr. Nourſe as furgeons, nes a thicd 

ehe as a phyſician. | 

The two former adviſed its: 0 the laſt 9 to 
with him to take the cicuta, or the ſolanum, medicines then in faſhion. 
The thought of caſtration ſhocked him ſo much, that he willingly 
e mc any hints concerning ſpecifics. = *, _ 

He took the cicuta for more than two months, "RIAA with a 
Cal doſe, and increaſing it gradually to very large ones. It now and 
then made him a little ſick and giddy ; but the diſeaſe increaſed under 

it ſo manifeſtly, that I was apprehenſive that Wwe were doing much 
Vorſe than merely loſing time. I fignified my ſuſpicion, and * 
the operation; but he would not hear of it. | 

The ſolanum was now tried under the direction of the doctor; ; wt 
11 it difagreed ſo much; even in as ſmalleſt pcs that pack was no 
ee of perũiſting i in it. 

Dpon this, as upon moſt bevilidite of this Lid, ry acquaintance 
recommended either a ſpecific or a'quack ;'moſt of which were 28 80 
8 and T law ho 1 more "of ps! reine N above four months. | 
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He then ſent for me again. The whole, teſtiele andi ſpermatic pro- 
des quite wichin che belly, erg thoroughly: diſeaſed, hard, and 


knotty ;\ his Pein was) acute, e ee and. his whole ap- 
| peirante truly pitiable. Nel! Ins anti 41917 now aft 
He Was much diſpleaſed that I, * had often preſſed bim to ſub- 
Alte the operation, would net now perform it; but it was tod late. 
In a few days after this viſit, he applied to an operator; who required 
a very conſiderable: fee before- hand, and layed the whole, ſpermatic | 
proceſs open. A very terrible e ee, and he died the 
neut den in inenpreſtibke agony... Lidel nem HC 11 
I viſited a patient with Mr. Markland, bay; firſt local complaint 
was 5 hardoed, inlanged epiqydimis. and vas delerens; and. upon 
5 whom the whole power of mercury, and other ſuppoſed deobſtruent 
-medicives,” together with | catapſaſm, fomentatiog, &c. .. were tried, 
eg a a logg ns af time, in ahſolute conſinement, but to no good 
dotbble dhe Parr bereme o large, 40 diſeaſed; and 40 painful, and 
the habit of the patient ſo much affected hx it, that! extirpation' was | 
4 3M abſolutely neceſſary; When the part was removed, 1 examined it very 
"carefully; and never ſaw. a more true and perfect ſchirrhus i in my life. 
I Phe epidydimis was thrice the ſize it ought to have been; its external | 
„furface Was very unequal, and vety hard; and in the center of it vas 
4 Puttid ſlough,” with a ſmall quabtity of mattet, Juſt, as. it {is found 
very often in the middle of a ſel irrhous and cancerous teſtiele. 2 The 
teſticle was hardly, af. at all, altered from à natural fate, except that 
_ <thetunica vaginalis, was generally adherent to the albuginea. I in- 
ternal texture was ſoft, and bore very little mark of diſtemper. 
A ave, at this ihſtant, a lad in St. Bartholomew's· Hoſpital, both 
ö 'whoſe reſtitles are {o'truly: diſeaſed, that they muſt-of neteflity be re- 
moved. 1 have ſeen him from the firſt of the attack. The diſcaſe for 
5 ſeveral months . 1 the eee 3 aud had no engeren 
e #5 NN Pat £ 1 r e 8 with, 
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with, or dependance on, any venereal miſchief. Every thing that the 
art of ſurgery could do (or at leaſt every thing that I am acquainted 
with in it) has been tried, but without 6 5. 2 0 567 and nothing but 
Wannen bim. ology mils nig | 


Th [11854 6 116! | | }%F | | JEN 
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R. William Sharp defired me to viſit a patient with him. The 

caſe was a ſchirrhous teſticle. It was large, and very hard ; 
but ſmooth, equal, and no other way painful, than from its weight. 
There was nothing in the teſticle, which for bad the operation; on the 
contrary, it was in ſuch Nate, as to promiſe very fair for ſucceſs ; but 
the ſpermatic proceſs; from the teſtis quite up to, and apparently 
within, the opening in the abdominal tendon, was fo large and full, 
that it was impoſſible to feel the veſſels. This fulneſs, aud increaſe of 
ſize, if it could be ſuppoſed to proceed from a diſeaſed ſtate of theſe 
veſſels, and their, membranes, was ſuch a bar to caſtration, that no- 
body could poſſibly think of it in ſuch circumſtances; but, ori the 
other hand, if it could be ſuppoſed to be owing to an extravaſated 
fluid, the withdrawing ſuch fluid might make a very material altera 


tion in the ſtate of all the parts. Mr. Sharp ſaid, that he had ſeen 
this patient ſome months before, and had let out (as he thought from 
the tunica vaginalis) a quantity of water; and that he then found the 
tteſticle 4 great deal too large; and was very ſure that he then diſtinctly 
felt che ſpermutic veſſels. The tumid proceſs, though large, full, and 
tight; yet was ſmooth,” and equal throughout; and 1 thought, that I 
could very plainly feel a fluctuation through the whale of it; that is, 
from the opening in the oblique muſcle, to the upper part of the te- 


ſticle. , The patient was young and healthy, the weight and ſize of 
. \Yyy 5 the 


the tefticle very trosbleſome; and nothing but this ſtate of the proceſs 
in the caſe, to make it neceſſary to defer the operation a moment. A 
puncture was made with a large lancet, into the tumor juſt above the 
teſticle ; near a pint of clear yellow ſerum was diſcharged : the el - 
ling ſubſided; the ſpermatic veſſels, which were in a ſound, natural 


ſtate, became eafily diſtinguiſhable: the operation was immediately 


. L 41 1 * 5 1 N 
performed, and proved ſucceſsful, ' A 
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Poor Kailor, who had been diſcharged from. ou of; hers pay 
Hoſpitals, applied to St. Bartholomew. 
He had a ſchirrhous teſticle, which was not large, but was as hard 
as marble; very eraggy, and unequal, and attended with frequent 
acute pain: the proceſs alſo was ſo large, that, upon ſuch examination 
as I had then time to make, I told the man, that I did not conceive, 
that he could receive any benefit, even from the operation; but one of 
the governors, prevailed on by we! ade 8 lauter deſired that he 

might be admitted. 10 11 1 N * Aas! 22850 
Ihe firſt time we were all met 8 1 dad this man Fac the 
general opinion 3 Which was, that if the. incteaſed fize- of the ſperma- 
tic proceſs. was the effect of a diſeaſed ſtate of the parts compoling it, 
the operation was improper, as it would only haſten. the, mans death, 
and that in a very painful manner; but if it could be thought to be 
doing (as in the preceding caſe) to an extfavaſation of fluid in the 
common membrane, it was certainly en While to try what the 
diſcharge of that fluid might pteduce. hy) n 2 Init 157 as 
The whole was pelated to the man: has was infarmed- of our doubts, 

of what we intended to do, and of the probability that. ĩt might be of 


00s | no 
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no ſervice to him: a puncture was made in that part of the proceſs 
where the fluid was moſt palpable; a large quantity of lymph was diſ- 
charged, the tumor ſubſided, the ſpermatic veſſels became very diſtin- 


guiſhable; che operation of caſtration was immediately performed, 
and the man went out from the hoſpital well. | 


1 
a , e 290 e e eee 
Poor man was taken into gt. Bartholomew's Hoſpital, for a 


| complication of comphints f t but RE On for a frequent 
and acute pain in his back and belly. 


When he had been there a day or two, he told the nurſe; that he 
had a , weed in his ſcrotum; 1— 1 che next ney I was deſired to look 
at him. 

Ile had a diſeaſed as," of the ſchirchons kind, Vd Was not 
very large, but was hard and unequal; the ſpermatic proceſs was not 
in 4 natural ſtate, nor very much Giſeaſed ; and he had a large and 
very 4roubleſome omental hernia. The man had alſo a very morbid 


alpect; 1 his reſt frequently diſturbed by pain, wag was near to o fifty 
years _ 


He was very ſolicitous to dave wand done for him, and Sig 
to ſubmit to any thing for that purpoſe; but his caſe was ſuch, as to 
render it not an eaſy matter to determine what to do. 
lis rupture was large, and very troubleſome; it was merely omen- 
tal, and could not be kept up a moment, while he was in an erect po- 
ſture, witholt a truſs: a truſs he could not wear to any good purpoſe, 
without tlie pad of it preſſing on the ſpermatic chord, and: aggravating 
a greater evil than his rupture, viz. his ſchirrhous teſticle. The 


weight of his rupture, added to that of his ſchirrhus, | rendered it EY 
. for him to get his bread by bor. 1 1% 0055 


Yyy 2 | The 


— 


533% 4 T R EPA HE HE 


The only n Nberrby he eould abe made een wesring 
@ proper bandage for keeping up his rupture, or even of: ſiſpending it 
with eaſe, was, by ſubmitting to have the ſchirrhous teſticle removed 
by caſtration; and then, his rupture being returned, he, might be gna- 


bled to wear a truſs. But to this there were bortin;, objectives. Ia the 
_ 7 the ——_— ſac came ſo lows that the procels 10 not be 


ik « 4 4 


ſpermatic ny which was both too large and too eg and in the 
third place, I thought the general eireumſtances of his morbid appear- 
ance, and bad ſtate of health, were great objections to operations of 
ſuch conſequence, as either the laying open, or diſſecting of the her- 


nial ſac, from the ſpermatic proceſs ; or caſtration. n 6 Bok: 
All this was related-to the man in the faireſt manner poſſible ;; and 


he deſired. to have cds or ann een performed. he 1 ſhould 
Mak right, aun“ 111 8 nd Bird , 1 IA 445 * n 

Having been confined to his bed for more than a week previous to 
the operation, the omentum had hardly ever been down during t that 
time, ,and was now perfectiy up. This, \though-it might prove a ir- 


40 
cumſtance in the man's favour, was none in mine as an operator 3 for 


the hernial ſac being empty and flaccid, gave me thereby more trouble. | 


The hernia was of the congenial king; and, conſequently,. when 1 
had divided the fac to the bottom, the ſtate of the ſpermatic chord and 8 


teſticle. was manifeſt; and I had only to paſs my needle ang, ligature | 
round the upper part of the former, w ithout paying an more, or par 


03 


ticular regard to the hernial fac, U pon, A | nearer view of the ſtate of | 


F345 [ 4 ; 


the proceſs,. 4 F liked it ill leſs than I bad done hafare «. but, there, v was : 
nothing now could, be done, but to go through with the operati ion, and | 
to take the chance of it. I did ſo,;, the, man bore it, well, and Wag. bet-. 
ter, for the firſt two or three a e 0 en ave expected, After 
| 4 the 
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the firſt week was paſt, I was daily ſurpriſed at the good ſtate of my 
patient, He was eaſy, free from pain or fever, ſlept well, took nou- 
riſhment ; and it was impoſſible for any fore to he, or to look, better. 

At the end of three weeks, when he was to all appearance well, 
and his ſore almoſt healed, he was ſuddenly ſeized with pain all over 
him, and died on the ſecond or third day from this attack. 

* 1 had him opened. The portion of omentum, which had formed 
the hernia, had an attachment to the peritoneum, juſt within the 
mouth of the hernial ſac; which, I ſuppoſe, was the reaſon why it 
could not be kept up while he was erect. The lymphatic glands about 

the lumbal vertebrz were all diſeaſed ; the liver was ſchirrhous 
throughout, and had a large collection of matter in its lower part. 
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N Hydrocele i is fo irkfome: A diſeaſe to the rar and Ae 
furniſhes even the eaſy and opulent with ſuch diſagreeable 


ideas and apprehenſions, and is to all who are afflicted with it ſo trou- 


bleſome and inconvenient, that every rational attempt toward relieving 


mankind w_ ſuch an n. > will I ago no 9 doube, be en re- 


ceived. 

It is now 17 years fince I Grit bagels: to pinks pikticulir' inquiry 
into the nature of this, and ſome: other diſeaſes of the teſticle, and 

the. 0 methods of treating them; an inquiry, which they appeared 

to me, fot many reaſons, both to deſerve: and require. The reſult I 


communicated: to the public, under the title of, A Treatiſe on the 
1 Hydr ocele, or - Watry Rupture, and other diſeaſes of the teſticle, its 


47 coats apd veſſels; in which I, endeavoured to be. as __ and as 


explicit as I could. tte 
One part of this tract containg an examination of the various means, 
which. have at different times, either accidentally . produced a radical 


71 


cure, or have been profeſſedly ee ; and as ar ſuch four 


poſe. p 
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Among other means uſed to obtain this end, I mentioned the 
Seton ; and ſpake of it as that which, for many reaſons, appeared, to 
me to bs pitefergble to all others ; 25/4 methöd which 1Jtad for fame 
time practiſed with great ſucceſs; and as that which, if nothing ſhould 
occur to induce me to change my opinion, I ſhould continue to make 

uſe of. * A 

Since that time I have had . opportunities of repeating the 
experiment, and it has ſo conſtantly, and uniformly anſwered my ex- 
pectation, that my opinion concerning it is determined; 50% am N 
vindech that it = s the moſt ſucceſsfully es > w of any. 

This might be urged, and would perhaps be admitted, as a 1 
reaſon for laying my thoughts on the ſubject again before the public; 
but 1 Have others alſo to Hi fo Leon of I nn 
be unge bus 1 4 
In Fo fitſt: place, I think that I "wy o conideribIyand materially 


jmprovedithe operation and proceſs and have rendered? it leſs paitifed, 
ani; mne certain}. 0% b on Hin I fie e 0% 090) cagit Baiauatm 


In the ſecond, I find, that what I ſaid of it in the general treatiſe; 
bag; not been ſo clearly and perfectly underſtood} as 1 could have 
wiched s and in conſequence either of brevity and obſcurity” on y 
part; or miſintelligence on the part of ſome of my readers, my true 
meaning has not been received); and I have been ſubjected to the THe 
quent interruption of . troubleſome correſpondeiices on the ſubſect. 


And, in the third place, T might add, that ſome few gentlewen of 


conſequence, who: have by this means been cufed, have Tequeſted | this 
publication. {yoo I 28 110401 


1A minute account of the nature 1017 Agel 'of the ale aſe, 
would be a mere repetition of what I have already faid at large in the 


book reſetred to; would be therefore urinecefſity] and bene my pre- 


mot purpoſe 3 a ſhort and- W one may perhaps throw juſt as much 


2 Rome. * 1 
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light on the ſubje&, -as may ſerve to'render the deſcription of the ope- 
ration, and the treatment after it, more-eaſfily intelligible. 

The common bag in which both the teſticles are included, is called 
the Scrotum, and conſiſts of epidermis, ſkin, and that looſe cellular 
membrane, which is here called the. Dartos; to which might perhaps 
be added, the expanded fibres of the cremaſter muſcle on each ſide. 
The proper coats of the teſticle, are, the tunica albuginea, and the 
tunica vaginalis. The former of theſe immediately inveſts the vaſou- 
lar compages of the | teſtis, and is that coat with which it is covered 
while within the cavity of the abdomen, before birth. The latter is 
formed on the outſide of the ſaid cavity, is a proceſs of the perito- 
neum, and. is placed ready for the reception of the teſticle when it 
ſhall be thruſt forth through the groin into the ſcrotum. Between 
the vaſcular ſtructure of the teſticle, and the tunica albuginea, there 
is no vacuity ; but the external ſurface of the gland is in every part 
firmly adherent to, and connected with the internal one of the inveſt- 
ing coat; the tunica vaginalis forms a hollow cavity, or bag, which 
looſely, and ey; HR 25 teſticle, covered e its albu- 
gines. 5154 

When I fay looſely and unconneRtedly, I would wiſh to be ade 
ſtood aright. I do not mean that the teſticle hangs. in the middle of 
the tunica vaginalis, (like a clapper within a bell) and has no connec- 
tion with it; I mean, that all the ſuperior, anterior, and lateral parts 
of the tunica vaginalis are looſe from, and unconnected with the teſti- 
ele, which is at the ſame time firmly united to its poſterior part, in 

ſuch manner, that if the cavity of the tunica vaginalis was to be di- 
ſtended with wind, ſuch wind would occupy or fill all the looſe and 
unconnected part, and produee a tumefaction not unlike to a hydro- 
cele, while the teſticle would be found firmly and immoveably at- 
tached to the hinder part, of * ſaid cavity fo diſtended. | 

. * :x Bo 
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Jo prevent the accretion of theſe coats in thoſe parts where they 
ought to be unconnected, and perhaps for ſome other purpoſes, the 
cavity of the tunica vaginalis is furniſhed with a-fine lymph conſtantly 
exſuding into it; which lymph is as conſtantly abſorbed by proper 
veſſels; ſo that, in a healthy and natural ſtate, there never is any 
more of this fluid, within the bag, at a time, than may juſt ſerve (be- 


| ſide what other purpoſe it may be intended for) to keep the two 
membranes from coming into immediate dry contact, and coheſion 
with each other: This ſmall quantity is ſufficient to preſerve the pro- 


per and natural cavity of the tunic ; but never occafions any degree of 
intumeſcence, or any unnatural or diſeaſed appearance of the part. 

A deficiency, or total failure of the ſecretion of this fluid, will be 
followed by a partial or total coaleſcence of the two coats with each 


other and conſequently a total or partial abolition of the cavity, a 
ſuper-abundance, or a ſecretion of more than the abſorbent veſſels can 


take up, muſt, on the other hand, inlarge and diſtend the ſaid cavity, 
by carrying all the looſe unconnected part of the bag farther and far- 


ther from the teſticle, | in proportion to the quantity'' accumulated. 
The former I do know to be ſometimes, and I verily believe moſt 


frequently is, the conſequence of a ſevere hernia humoralis, as well as 


of other inflammations of the teſticle. The latter, wares oh other dif- 
caſes, produces the hydrocele or watry rupture. © 
This being the caſe, that is, the intumeſcence of the Sabel hay 
being cauſed. by the gradual accumulation of a fluid, which ought to 
have been abſorbed, it is almoſt always produced gradually; and there- 


fore has; in moſt inſtances, made ſome progreſs before it is taken no- 


tice of; eſpecially by careleſs and inattentive people. For the ſame 


reaſon it will be found, that as it depends upon the circumſtances of 


ſecretion and abſorption, it will, in different people, make quicker or 


” 
Or 
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or ſlower, and the abſorbent faculty, only more or leſs impaired, or to- 
tally obſtructed; As this diſeaſe is confined to the cavity of the tu- 
nica vaginalis teſtis ; and as this bag has no communication with the 
cavity of the belly, the tumefaction can never be leflened by any at- 
tempt toward reducing of returning it into the abdomen. For the 
fame reaſon, it never is, 'nor'cin be liable to any alteration of fize, or 

temporary diſtenſion, from the efforts or actions of coughing, ſnee- 
zing, expulſion of. faeces; &. For the ſame reaſon, (I mean the 
confinement'of the fluid within the cavity of the tunica vaginalis) the 
intumeſcence, when early attended to, will always be found in the 
lower part, and does not riſe above the upper part of the teſticle, un- 
til the diſeaſe has made ſome progreſs, and the quantity is become 
conſiderable: therefore the ſpermatic proceſs will always, in the 
early ſtage of this diſtemper, be capable of being felt perfectly and 
diſtinctly; although when the tumor has arrived to any conſiderable 
degree of ſiae, the fluid does ſo conceal the teſticle, as to render it not 
a very eaſy matter to find it. The three laſt circumſtances, well at- 
tended to, will always ſerve to diſtinguiſn the hydrocele from the inte- 
ſtinal hernia or eommon rupture, at leaſt in the beginning. To theſe 
might be added, ſeveral other characteriſtical marks of this diſtemper; 
ſuch. as, that being neither accompanied by, nor occaſioning any in- 
flammation, or irritation, it never gives pain, unleſs it be very rudely 
handled, or be permitted to attain ſuch ſize as to be troubleſome from 
its weight, or to be ſubject to excoriation from its magnitude; Which 
may ſerve to diſtinguiſh it from the hernia humoralis, an inflammatory, 
and often a very painful diſorder. .' That if the fluid be thin and lim- 
pid, and the vaginal coat and | membranes of the ſcrotum not thick, 
the tumor is uften in ſome degree tranſparent; that is, the light of a 
i candle or lamp may be ſeen through it. That "conſtipation of belly. 
Win ee n or ptoduce any uncaſinels in it 


. | while 
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while it laſts ; neither does the ment of : ſuch obſtruction or conſti - 
pation at all leſſen its volume, or make any alteration in it either to the 
eye, or to the finger. To all which REN always! to be added, the 
Auctuation of the fluid; on tt i Bombs SEP Hes ory” Weis » 
| A The ſize and figure of the tumor, F by this diſeaſe, are [liable 
to conſiderable. variety, dependant upon the quantity and confiſtence of 
the fluid accumulated; the time ſuch aceumulation may have taken 
up; the thickneſs or thinneſs of che vaginal bag, and membranes of 
the ſcrotum ; and the equal or unequal manner in Ayhich theſe: parts 
may have given way to the diſtenſion, Hence the dumor will be. lar 
ger or ſmaller, round, flattiſh, pytifotm, or: globular ; will be firm, 
tenſe, and xeſiſtent, or lax, ſoft and eaſily compreſſible; ſmooth and 
regular in its ſurface, making one uniform figure, or divided by a 
kind of depreſſion or ſtricture, which will make it appear as if the 
water was in two diſtinct facculi, or bags; it will alſo be more or. leſs 
tenſe, as well as regular in its ſurface, as the contractile power of the 
ſcrotum, by means of the! cremaſter muſcles, ſhall be more or leſs. / 
_. . The;qualities of conſiſtence and colour i in the contained fluid is alſo 
various: it is thin, aquęous, /'roapy, viſcid, limpid, citrine, greeniſh, 
5 brown, bloody, clear, or turbid ; from each of which ſame {mall dif- 
ferences in the aſpect, feel, weight, tranſpatency or obſcurity of the 
tumor will ariſe; but are of no conſequence, with regard to —_ me- 
thod of treatment, palliative ideal or Since of 16 boltocd. 
* The, methods, of cure of Ades lee G0 be, be tos e called 
we Palliative, the other the Radical; the IE Which a de- 
ſerves the name of cue hs U 
af The former conſiſts merely in Wiege the water ee 
| and, ig fo;/ ſumple and fo trifling an operation, that I” ſhall ſay: nothing 
more of, it, than chat I think a ſwall trochar a much preferàble — 
| ment for this Purpoſe.0 on ot wee eee, * 
ml | P41 > The 
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inne radiéal cares, 2a52th 2 Vas called may be collbeted from the 
wrrititigs of ſeveral of bur predeteſſors“ The general means they 
made ade ob ved eier waiſt, Igaturef and tent. For the parti- 
culars relative to each of theſe; I muſt beg leave to refer my teader to 
the writets "Hetifelves, à infüüte defail-of them not being confiſtent 
with che plan of altele Fey ſbeets. Bitlwithqutientoring into fach Gifs 
quifition;' J believe I way venture to fay, 'that whoeber will give him 
ſelf this trouble; will fd, that all che means which were either pro- 
feſſedly*ufed to obtain aj radical eure, ot which ultimately and accidens - 
tally produced ſuch event, were put in Practice for three general rea- 
bas, ot under the influetice of 'three: general opinions; the firſt of 
whith Was? chat the Huid found in the ſac of a hydrocele was always 
origtnally fbrmed in the cavity of the belly, and deſcended from 
thence into the ſcrotum; the ſecond, that it was a diſeaſe of the ha- 
dit; 1as welloas oft the particuſdr part; that is, that it was general, as 
well as HL; he tllird, thut the collection of liquor foutid in-it was 
aner the neceſſary Cauſe, or the neten. of a diſeaſed ſtate = 
the teſtis. aol 31 ubm To T1 81 bn. 
From hes flow the esse off cautery and cauſtics to the 
groin; ald of Agatures on the tpermatic proceſs. From theſe are de- 
rived all the Kautions to undertake the cure guardedly, to conduct it 
0 Ĩ. amd to attend Tigidly to the patient's general ate, by cathar- 
tics, alteratives, ſpecifics, iſſues, &c. &c. &c. and to theſe we owe ; 
the experiments made to induce ſuppuration from the parts affected. 
Abt being nequainted wirn the anatomical firuQure and diſpoſition 
of the parts Concerned in che iHCaſe, they bad very terrible ab well as 
very "erroticoits' notlöns cofcelhing it. They ſuppoſed that the fluid 
contained i in the cyt was thrown off from the habit as a kind of criſis ; 
that the general conſtitution of the patient was by ſuch Jepolition. 
auen relieved; that it ne 2 2 other, and thoſe worſe diſor- 
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gers; andi either that a morbid ſtate of the teſticle, A ebe 
concurred in producing the fluid;"or-that- the ſame parts neceſſarily he- 
came diſeaſed from lying in it · They therefore concluded: cht altho 
a radical or perfect cure might be obtained by certain means, or that 
certain means having been found now and. then to, have produced, ſuch 
event, they might with probability be expected to anſwer; ſuch pur 
poſe; yet the attempt ought never to be made without a ſtrict atten- 
tion to the general ovils which might enſue, as well as to the particu» 
hr ones procegding from the ſuppoſed. motbid ſtate of the parts. 

Inquiry and experiment have taught us better; have given us truer 
notions of the nature of the complaint; haye induced; us-totally, to lay 
aßde many of the means uſed by our fore · fathers and although we do 
ſtill in ſome ſort continue ſome ee mea is upon e Prins 
ciples, and with very different views. 

The noxious quality of the fluid, the: diſeaſed ſtate. of ava 
whenge it proceeds, or wherein, it is depoſited q the critical,, or depu- 


ratory nature of the depoſition ; the neceſſity of drawing off the water 
partially and at ſhort intervals; and the fear of curing it locally leſt the 


general habit ſhould ſuffer; are all now known to be groundleſs appre- 
- Henfions.;. and. it being alſo known, that the collection of fluid; is grigi⸗ 
nally made in the. tunica vaginalis only, and that it does not deſcend 
from the belly, all een e Treue ung eee Wen | 
equally abſurd. at: qt eines non 

The teſticle, ahhoogh frequently Gia ls * dimers 


| ſions, and relaxed i in its texture, is known to be ſound, to be ther- 
Wife unaffected, and unaltered, and to be ft for, and capable. of per- 


forming the, fupQions it was deſigned to execute; the. fluid is. ac- 
knowledged to. be innoxious in its nature, neither , Proceeding from 
parts in a diſeaſed ſtate, nor cauſing any diſeaſe i in the parts in which 
3A is rc vith which. it is in contact; but being accumu- 
\ 47 lated 


| ated in ee conſtant ſedretion, and deficient or non- exe- 
cuted, abſorption, the intention of every tational practitioner, when he 
aims at a radical cure, is, to aboliſh che cavity ab * tunica a vaginalis, 
and thereby to prevent any future collection. 

| Whatever means can accompliſh: this end Vith the leaſt fatigue, 
pain, or hazard, are certainly the beſt. , ent 

Of che inciſion I ſhall in this place 4 nabkies, ex6ept that i it lies 

| under ſo many reſtraints from a variety of circumſtances, is ſo impro- 
per for the majority of: perſons afflicted with the diſeaſe, and requires 
ſuch nice attention and ſuch judicious management, that it never can 
be recommended. as fit fot general practice. | 


The cauſtic, upon the rational principle of which I am now ſpeak- 


ing, viz. that of aboliſhing the cavity of the tunica vaginalis, has 
been practiſed by many; and that with ſuch ſucceſs as to induce ſome 
to think it the beſt and moſt eligible method: Among theſe is Mr. 
Elſe, who has lately publiſhed his opinion on the ſubject. 
\ 4, The introduction of ſuppurative medicines, by means of a tent, was 
practiſed: by ſome of even our remote predeceſſors; and, as they tell 
us, with ſucceſs, even in complicated caſes ;; that is, in caſes where a 
diſeaſed ſtate of the teſticle has been added to the hydrocele: But 
whoever, will attentively conſider their accounts of this matter will 
ſee, that this method, whatever might be its accidental conſequence, 
was not intended for the purpoſe which I am now ſpeaking of. 


Perhaps there is no part of ſurgery which was leſs underſtood by "Ot 


anceſtors, zor concerning which they expreſſed themſelves with ſo little 


prgcibon. as the ſubject of diſeaſes of the teſticle: they, have multi- 
lied and confounded them in ſuch manner, and ſpeak of them in 


+ 4 we 


ſuch a jargon, of unintelligible terms, that it 4 Ds to ade to 
underſtand often what they wo mean. 
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For a particular clucidatien of this ſubject, che ehirurgic world are 
much obliged to the late Profeſſor Monro of Edinburgh, and Mr. 4. 
muel Sharp, late of Guy's Hoſpital, now of Batb. 1 

The accounts which many of the beſt among the writers in mer 
even quite into our own time, have given of the diſeaſes of theſe 
parts under the terms ſarcocele, fungus attached to the ſpermatic veſ- 
ſels, fungus ariſing from the teſtis, bydrocele, and hydro- ſatcocele, 
are error itſelf; and the operations which they deſcribe, 'and' recom- 
mend, ate many of them coarſe, and either imptacticable, or very 
unfit for practice. But however from theſe accounts, ſtrange and ir- 
rational as they are, we may collect that they conceived the diſeaſes 

which they call the hydro- ſarcocele, and the caro adnata ad vaſa ſper- 
matica, to be (in contradiſtinction from the ſarcocele and the fungus 
ſpringing from the teſticle,) curable diſeaſes, the one by Er * 
the fungus, the other by ſuppuration, 
No preciſe: definition of what they have thought peöper to call the 
hydro- ſarcocele has been given by them, and therefore we have no 
better method of forming a judgment concerning it, than by confider- 
ing the event and ſucceſs of their method of treating what they have 
ſo called, with what we know concerning the ſtructure of the teſticle, 
its diſorders, the means which we now find to be ſucceſsful in them, 
and the diſappointments, and Ae, ciecurſiaitces ons ne 
times occur in them. | | 

Fabritius ab Aquependente has been pure 6 on what he calls the 
hydro- ſarcocele, and has given an account of his method of curing it; ; 
but whoever is acquainted with diſeaſes of the teſticle,” and will com- 
pare” with uch knowledge what Fabtitius has faid concerning his me- 
thod and wesen will, 1 am n inclined 1 to ride think on this fub- 

| 3 31 12 0 B. ect 

* $ carnoſa ſimul et 10 fit hernia, ego talkin adhibeo curam. Seco cutem 3 in- 
« cifonem facio & 3 J et in loco potius altiori youu” in fundo, inde turunda im- 


poſita, 
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ject us L da. Which is; that the di ſeaſe which he gives this hard com- 
plex name to, is nothing more than a true, ſimple hydrocele, in which 
the teſtis is ſomewhat inlarged beyond its natural ſize, and perhaps 
ſomewhat relaxed in its texture, in conſequence of ſuch enlargement; 
but ſtill ſound, and free from Sileaſe 3 3 ſtill fit for, and FR of exe- 
cuting its office. tic 

That by his method he obtained a ie cure I x Ag no doubt 

his turunda digeſtivo, et pus movente medicamento imbuta, would 
moſt probably occaſion a ſloughing of the tunica. yaginalis, and conſe» 
quently; an abolitign of the bag or, cavity; but whoever knows any 
thing of theſe matters muſt know, wit a teſticle really and truly diſ- 
eaſed would not bear ſuch treatment; and therefore, that his ſucceſs 
Vas owing to the ſlate of the teſticle not being what he ſuppoſed it to 
be, and what the term be makes uſe of implies. 

The method of Fabritius was within a few ones: paſt Sl and 
practiſed by Ruyſch. x 
The means and conduct were 8 = OE 85 I 3 no o doubt 
that the ſucceſs. was equal. But the fame objection ſtill remained; 
which was, that not -only: a ſuppuration was brought on, but the 
whole tunice vaginalis was ſo irritated and inflamed, that it neceſſarily 
became floughy, and was entirely deſtroyed, An objection which had. 
been made to the method by cauſtic, and which I muſt acknowledge, 
is, in V h. an ozeet ian. to ĩt ſtill. b aatanad lie ee 
T1 3931 WIG Sai rico 227 wor 7 2.26 IKY? 1 * The 
” poſita, cum digeftivo et pus movente-medicamento procedo, neque TIER totum pus 


6 extraho, ſed N bonam i intus ite quod ſenſim carnem corrodat & ita ſanat.“ 
FAB. AB AQUAPENDENTE, | 


4 „Sadr a valet id wm" pertuſo Kisch ope iutrumenti trochert dicti, vel lan- 
44 « ceola ptilebotomica,” ut aqua vuhnere exeat, ſed cito plerumque recrudeſcit makum.. 

ic Si autem cutationeni-aggtederis/aperietida ſcrotum 4 parte ſuperiori, ad latus, tum- 
« que vulnus turunda oblongaz unguento roſaceo mereurio precipitato rubro ĩnuncto 
<c opplevetis, donec lenis inflammatio, eique ſuccedens ſuppuratio parva, membranules 
e dſtillantes putreſcerit, tuncque eas * eduxeris, &c. RuvscH.. 


548 RabiCAL Cunt &f the HYDROOBLE, 


he late profeſſor Monro, w Bdb obterv atm ö the difeaſch of the 

teſticle! are very pertinent and vety ingenious, ſcemed to think that it 
was by no means impracticable, by means of a flight degree of irrita- 

tion, to excité ſuch an inflanimition both in the tunica vaginalis aid 
albuglnel, „ as might occaſioh 'h coaleſcenice of them ' with 'each'other, 

and thereby anſwer the end of aboliſhing, the 119 85 withiour! Bonn 

ing any part of either mie d 90900 ee e eie a ene 

T made the experiment Propolad by him, and fend it Greties 

ſucceſsful; never hazardous, or prejudicialy but by no means certainly 

efficici6us, or to be depended upon, The cantly by its hardneſs | 

and reſiſtance, was a very unpleaſant gueſt within Mie einc cost and 

from its inflexibility, upon any unguarded motion of the patient, in- 
jured tlie teſticle and gave very acute pain; and the tent and bougie, 

which I occaſionally ſubſtituted in its place, although they did not 
give ſo much pain, were liable to a conſitlerable degree of (uncertainty. 

Uncertainty. and hazard are certainly very different things, atid the 

latter much preferable to the former: not to have injured a man by 

| an experiment, affords ſome degree of conſolation under a diſappoint - 

ment; but yet when it is conſideted, that an operation and proceſs of 

- this kind is ſubmitted to from choice, and not from neceſſity, if it 

| falls of ſucceſs, although no real harm be done either to the part, or 

re to the conſtitution of the patient, both the loſs of time and the con- 

finement will become doubly irkſome, as they will be found not only 

not to have anſwered the end pròpoſed, but not to have brought the 

Fa e all nearer to a cure than he Was before the a 1 he 

reflexion is unpleaſant to both parties. 1 nech 02930737 bel coilatias = 

Being, fr rom. the effects both of the 3 and tent, fatihed tl that 

there Was no kind of, hazard. i in the introduction of a foreign, body i into 

the cavity of the tunica vaginalis, nor from its remaining there; and 

15 having many eee ol 8 with this diſoaſe i in St, Bartho- 

, e omen 8. 
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lomew's, I determined to try what a ſeton would do toward raiſing ſuch 
a degree of inflammation as might occaſion, a coalition of the two 
membranes, and effect the purpoſe propoſed by, Profeſſor Monro.# 
The ſucceſs fully anſwered my expectation. | 

In my general treatiſe on the diſeaſes of the reticle, 1 mentioned 
and recommended it, but as I could not be certain what a greater 
length of time might produce to make me change my opinion, I. 
mentioned it with ſome degree of, caution. 
Since that time I have embraced every opportunity, both 3 in the hoſ-- 
pital and out, of practiſing it, and that under ſome improvements; 
and as I can now ſpeak poſitively to its ſucceſs, I thought it right to 
give it to the publick, who are always intituled to every, benefit-ariſing 
from the labours of ET: man whom. they have honoured with any 
of aptitude... 10 1 ba | 
What I have ſaid of it in aha ee 50 % is in the following. 
words, p. 443. The point to be aimed at, is to excite ſuch a de- 


4 *:gfe8 of anna tos; both in e tunica vaginalis ang tunica albu- 
niet beit d the len d | ..ginea, . 
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His words are, Conſidering how readily contiguous inflamed parts grow together, 
and how many inſtances there are of people having a radical cure made of this hydro- 
cele by inflammations coming on the part, it would ſeem no unreaſonable practice to 
« * epdearogr a concretion of. the two coats of the teſticle when they are brought conti- 

© guous, after letting, out the water through the cannula of a trochar, by artfully raiſe 
Kt Nie be ſufficient'degree of inflammation, ' '*» + & 29 RT 
This to be ſure muſt be done cautiouſly; and fo that the anke n ex 

0 « pet to be maſter of the inflammation ;- and therefore the application of all irritating _ 
E medicines, the Operation of which he could not immediately ſtop, or any ſingle me- 
4 chanical effort, the effect of which he could not be ſure of, are not to be employed, 
. Suppoſe the cannula of the trochaf was to be left, by the extremity of it rubbing | 
* againſt the teſticle, all inflammation might be artfully raiſed, the cauſe of Which 
might be taken away as ſoon as the ſurgeon thought fit. Mepicar Ess vs. 
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«© ginea, as ſhall' occaſion” a general and perfect cohefion between 
them; and this, if poſſible, without the production of ſlough or 
« abſceſs ; without the hazard of gangrene, and without that degree 
« of ſymptomatic fever which now and then attend both the cauſtic 
and the incifion ; and which, when they do Pony are ard an 
„ ing both to patient and ſurgeon. 

% Theſe ends I have frequently obtained by the uſe of à ſeton. 

« It is a method of cure mentiofed by Aquapendens from Guido, 
“and others before him, though their proceſs was ſomewhat different 
« from mine. I have ſeveral times tried it on ſubjects of very dif- 
e ferent ages, ſome of them more than fifty years old. It requires. 
<< confinement to bed only for a few days, after which the patient may 
. lye upon a couch to the end of the attendance; which is generally | 
© finiſhed in about three weeks or a month at fartheſt, and during all 
e that time no other proceſs or regimen is neceſſary, than what am in- 
« flammation of the ſame part from any wann, cauſe, yy example « a 
7. * hernia humoralis) would require, 
„Fhe manner of performing it is as fotolia Chooſe à time 

| "when the vaginal coat is moderately diſtended, and baving pierced 
s jt with a trochar of tolerable ſize, draw off the water; when that 
js done, introduce into the cangula a probe armed with a ſeton con- 
oe fiſting of ten or twelve ſtrings of candle-wiek cotton; paſs the 

* probe as high to the upper part of the vaginal coat as'you can, and 
« on the end of that probe make an inciſion of ſuch ſize : as to enable 
cc you to pull it out eaſily, together with a part of its annexed ſeton; 
then eut off the probe, and tie the cotton vety looſely, covering 
«« the orifices with pledgets. By the next day the ſeton wilt be found 
4% to have contracted ſuch an adheſion to the tunica albuginea as would 
« cauſe a great deal of pain to detach ; but this it is perfectly unne- 
66 1 to * and. it ſhould be ſuffered to remain WHINE moleſta- 
t v 900 1 tian. 
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te tion. In about forty-eight hours the ſcrotum and teſticle begin to 
* ſwell and inflame; the patient ſhould then loſe ſome blood, and 
% haye a ſtool or two, and the whole tumefied part ſhould be wrapped 
« in a ſoft pultice, and ſuſpended in- a bag-truſs. The diſeaſe from 
te this time bears the appearance of a large hernia humoralis, and 
© muſt be treated in the ſame manner, by fomentation, cataplaſm, 


&c. 


« flammation is going and the tumor ſubſiding. By the time the ſe- 


ton becomes looſe, the coalition of parts is univerſally and firmly 
« accompliſhed. L then withdraw it, arid heal the orifices with a ſu- 


« perficial pledgit, &c. 


This method was, as. I ſaid, in een very ſucceſsful; bet re- 
peated trials furniſned me with objections to ſome parts of it, and in- 


duced me to think that ſuch parts might be amended. 


I found that cutting upon the end of the probe was troubleſome, 


both from its ſmalneſs and from its flexibility, and alſo that it was 


ſometimes difficult to keep it ſteady, for the ſame reaſons, and that 
it always required the aſſiſtance of another perſon's hand beſides that 


of the operator: a circumſtance one would always wiſh to avoid when 


_ poſſible. I found alſo, ſometimes, that the ſeton of candle-wick - 


cotton did not paſs ſo eaſily as I could wiſh ; and by rubbing the tu- 


nica albuginea too rudely, gave more pain than I liked. The ſeton as 


made of cotton, adhered, in ſome inſtances, too long and too firmly. 


From the intimate connection of the parts of the wet cotton with 
cach other, it could never be brought away but entire; which, in 
ſome caſes, occaſioned an unneceſſary waſte of time. And, what was 


ſill worſe, in two inſtances it adhered ſo firmly, that I was obliged to 


make a ſmall inciſion to get it away at all. All 


«© The adheſion of the ſeton to the albuginea generally continues 
% firm, and I never meddle with, or move it, till it becomes perfectly 
« looſe, which it ſeldom does for the firſt fortnight, or until the in- 
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852 Raprcar Cox of the HYDROCELE, 
c: All theſe inconveniences' and a; T bave now ee ae 
ne, Fol wth}; Nein aas en 4 + 

The —— I now make uſe of are in hs e plas, and 
are, HB , at: 

A trochar, the diameter of mils eee 1 

guite, one fourth of an inch. Another cannulagþ which I call the ſe- 
ton-cannula, which is made of ſilver, and is of uch diameter as juſt 

eaſily to paſs through tlie cannula of the troch its length five in- 
ches, and a probe of . fix inches "one-half long, Javing at one extre- 
mity a fine ſteel trochar-point, and at the other gn eye which carties 
the ſeton; which ſeton conſiſts: of juſt ſo much firong,: coarſe, White, 
ſewing<filk as will without difficulty paſs mn the latter —_— 
but at the fame time will i. r anne te 

With the trochar the inferior and anterigg Part of the tumor is to 
be pietted, as in common palliative tapping :-agdoon' as the water is 
diſcharged, and the perforgtor withdrawn, the ſcton-· cannula is to be 
paſſed through that of the trochar, until it reaches the upper part of 
the tunica vaginalis; and is to be felt in the ety upper part of the 
| ſcrotum. .' This done, the probe armed with i; ſeton is to be con- 
veyed through the latter cannula, the vaginal and integuments to 
be piereed by its point, and the ſeton to be drag tbrough the cannula, 
until a ſufficient quantity is brought out bye hoper orifice. The 
two cannulæ are then to be withdrawn, and V oberation is fini- | 
ſhed. It is executed in two or three - ſeconflapls We, and with Hes 
tle moxe_pain than is felt in common tapping ien 

By this method, every advantage which attended the former opera- 

tion is obtained, and every inen ee wha liable to, is ob- 
viated and proyided againſ. aries 

The ſeton-cannpla, by its firmneſs, ba tight 19854 the as 


where the leren ſhould „ en trochare point of the probe 
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is keyt from deviating by its confinement, and its point pierces thro” 
the ſkin immedlately, and exactly in the place intended, while the ſe- 
wn by Falling through the cannula n Wert nen ane 
over the teſticle. 

As ſoon as the operation is finiſhed 1 put the "OW it bed, and 
immediately give him twenty or Ae, 0 of tinQura the- 
baica, which I repeat or not, pro re 'nata, 

About the third day the teſticle and ſcrotum begin to iotade loc 
wel, and to put on the appearance of a hernia humoralis, or the 
ſwelled teſticle which now and then attends a clap ; and requires the 
ſame and no other kind of treatment; that i is, fomentation, pultice, 
a ſulpenſdry bag, a cool, temperate regimen, and an open belly. 

By thefe means the inflammation is ſoon and eaſily appeaſed. As 
foon as this end is accompliſhed, I permit the patient. to get out of 


bed and liz on a couch, or fit in a great chair with his legs up? and I 


generally give the cortex in ſome form or other twice or thrice a day. 
The ſoreneſs and tumefaction now diminiſh apace, and as ſoon as 
che parts ate quite eaſy, which is generally about the tenth or twelfth 
day, I begin to withdraw, the ſeton, taking out four, five, ſix, or 
ſever threads of it at each dreſſing, which dreſſing conſiſts of nothing 


more than a ſuperficial pledget upon each of the orifices: while they 


continue open, and a een pre as; rg ng ſaturnin. ) 
19{overithe ſctotum. | Ti 
The diſcherge of matter frogs the 3 is fwalt: . triſling, no 


1 1 han might be expecteda the tunica vaginalis does not become 


foughy, but is preſetved intire; and the cure is accompliſhed, merely 
by thi coaleſcence,or coheſion of the tunica vaginalis, with the tunica 
albugidea. An event, which; from what. has fallen within my obſes- 
vation, I ang inclined to belieyes i is 8 conſequence of 


a ſevere hernia humoralis. | 
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16 ka-this;circumſtance;; viz. the accompliſhment of the cure, by * 
heſi on of the two coats together, without i any deſttuction of parts, 
conſiſts the material difference between the.  methag, of cure by a, 
and that by cauſtic. „ ods coy 
All the practitioners who, make. uſe of the latter allow, that it pro- 
uses ee of the whole tunica vaginalis; that i it deſtroys 1 the. 
_ *\hble bag or cyſt, and that it is uſed with intention * to do. AF 
In che cure by ſeton no ſlough is produced, (at leaſt, I, have never 
" fawn, one). nor is the vaginal coat deſtroyed i in any, part of it; a firm 
gcheſion is made between the two membrages One by, the; in. 
flamtmatibn; and the cure is effected ſolely thereby. May 

I ſhall always moſt gladly embrace any opportunity to improve 7 
noble and ſo really uſeful an art as; ſurgery but, at the ſame time, 
thould be very ſorry. to have it ſuppoſed, that any partiality to 9 own 
e would make me een, or deviate from aun, 
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4 


42 | 273 abe bis, t 119144 Lia! 2 
é Since this pamphiſe fiſt eve, Me. robe 105 , publiches a ies 
cond edition of his account of the cure by cauſtic. 306 
In this he has recited two attempts by the ſeton, which u Were 2 | 
the conduct of Mr. Martin, in St. Thomas's hoſpital, | 
I make no doubt that the circumſtances were as Mr. 1 00 ap | 
r them; but I muſt take the liberty of ſaying, that although I 
have practiſed the method of cure by ſeton, on a very conſiderable 
number of people, both in the hoſpital of St. Bartholomew, and out 
of it, of all ages, and in all circumſtances, I have never yet met 
with that trouble, or thoſe diſagtecable ſymptoms which Mr. Ex 8 # 
has related as happening to Mr. Martin's two patients; on the con- 
trary, I am, from very frequently repeated experience, convinced, 
1 14 ä . ee ee 
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that the cure by the ſeton is by much the leaſt hazardous, painful, or 
fatiguing, as well as the moſt expeditious and certain of any yet pro- 
poſed. 22. 


9 Although I am as much a friend to ſimplicity in chirurgic operations as any man 
can be, and think that whatever can be well done by means of one inſtrument, is meſt 


frequently better done than by means of ſeveral; yet, in this inſtance, I cannot help 


E thinking otherwiſe. 4 


The intent of the ſeton cannula is to defend the tunica albuginea teſtis from the rude 
paſſage of the ſilk over it: from the pain and other diſagreeable circumſtances which I 
have ſeen attend the omiſſion of it, I muſt again recommend its uſe, though it does add 
to the inſtrumental apparatus, From frequent and repeated experience I muſt alſo adviſe 

the uſing a ſkein of white ſilk inſtead of ribband or tape. 

Whatever is uſed will neceſſarily contract ſome degree of adheſion to the teſticle, 
during its inflamed ſtate; and this adheſion will unavoidably create ſome little trouble and 
uneaſineſs whenever the ſeton is withdrawn; but this pain and trouble will neceſſarily be 
leaſt, when the ſeton is compoſed of ſuch materials as are capable of being taken away at 
different times inſtead of all at once. ot 

When a ſeton of any kind is uſed for the purpoſe of making, or of continuing a 
drain of matter, it is right to move it daily, and frequently to ſhift it; but in this caſe, 
as the intention is different, ſo ſhould our conduct be: the intention is merely, by the 
| reſidence of the ſeton, to excite ſuch a flight degree of inflammation as ſhall occaſion an 
adheſion of the tunica albuginea teſtis to the tunica vaginalis, and not a ſuppuration 
the moving it daily, or even at all until the proper time of taking it quite away can do 
no good, and muſt, by exciting unneceſſary pain, do harm. 

I therefore muſt repeat my advice, to let it remain unmoved for a week or ten lagu, at at 
the end of which time it will have accompliſhed its end, and then had better be removed 
than not. 

Suppuration is not only not intended, but ſhould, 3 as much as it may be in our een 


de guarded againſt, 
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T has been ſaid, that when a man thinks that be can, by 
publiſhing his opinion, derive any benefit to bis fellow- 
creatures, he has 'no'reaſon_ to. be anxious about making 
an 0 * * Aae eee | 


. * * # P 
0 » 


N 7 18 W in a certain as, 16 true; 5 "but, taken in its full extent, 
may be urged as an excuſe for obtruding that on the world, which may ' 
not be worth its acceptance. | 


Poſſibly the mn Sheets may be rhought to come within that pre- 
I — | 


The only defence I have to make for them is, that from the moſt dili- 
Hens and moſt frequent inquiry into the general method of treating the f J 
diſeaſe in queſtion, J am convinced, that Juch method may be confiderably 
Improved 3 that is, may be rendered te _ died more e ee, , and 


more Suceeſfule.. 


-- 
- 


10 5 


77 2 uld be very po to Jens 17 1 any that IL meant, WW this, to 


n ify, that my opinion on this ſubject is different from that of all my 
brethren 125 


— 


560 . F. | = = © % 
brethren : ¶ know it is not; I know that there are ſome gentlemen of the 
profeſſion who think of it as I do ; but J alſo know, that t very di ferent 


doctrine is inculcated, and a very different method followed, 4 the LO” 
city: of writers, POOR and teachers. | 


; E 


We be of thoſe who have "CF TRIES» opportunities of ſeeing 
this kind of diſeaſe, is not large, compared to that of thoje, who are 
daily ſable to be called to the care of it : the number of theſe who reflett p 
on what they "ſee, or read; and why take the liberty of” thinking for 
themſelves, is fill ſmaller ; ſo that the precepts delivered by ſuch as have 

obtained any degree of Hobs: Ao e My become rules of 
als! to 10e bund | Es a 


„ FRE on | this mk 055 pore . any writer of 44. 
alle on the ſubjett ; and think, that I may venture to Jay, that they 
are all either defective, or erroneous 2 they either paſs the diſeaſe over 
flighthy,. and without that regard which it certainly requires, and de- 


_ ſerves; or abet it to a method of cure, which is 7e e re- 
5 dious, and e R 75 uy l. | 


Y Tze term Ourting for a Fiſtula, ' conveys fo a patient à terrible idia; 
1 | 1 and this terror is not a little increaſed by his incapacity of feerng the 
part diſtaſed. The majority of writers have greatly increaſed, rather 
33% | | thay le eſſened, this dread: and, as the operation is { under their direc- 
T | 8 "Fions J fometimes performed, it ts, indeed, @ very Jovere one : a. great 
| part of this ſeverity appears to me to be unneceſſary; and F cannot help 
thinking, that a more ſerious reſlexion on the parts concerned in the diſ. 
eaſe, and on its different nature in different flates and circumſlances, 
would lead us to @ more 1 method f treating it, and to 4 more 

N 0 e cure. 8 Nn ahne en 
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To point fuch method out, is the intention of the following tract. f 


In the execution of it, I have ſometimes found myſelf under a neceſſity, 
of controverting the opinions of ſome gentlemen of deſerved eminence : if 
I have done this with decency and good manners, no apology is neceſſary. 
The honor of our art, and the moral characters of its profeſſors ſuffer, 
whenever we pay ſo blind deference to any one, as prevents us from uſing 
our own judgments, and from declaring freely the reſult of our inquiries 
or experiments. Truth, as Lord Bacon has ſaid, is not the child of au- 
thority, but of time. And were we to allow ourſelves to ſuppoſe, { let the 
Jabject be what it may, provided it be liable to experiment } that nothing 
more, or new, could be taught, it is pretty clear, that nothing more, or 
new, would be learnt. 


I therefore hope, that the freedom which I have uſed, either in rela- 
ting the opinions, or in objeting to the practice of others, will not be 
attributed to an invidious diſpoſition to find fault; but merely to a defire . 

of being ſerviceable to mankind in that way, in which, I flatter myſelf, 
that I may be, in ſome degree capable; and of improving, as much as in 
me lies, the very neceſſary, and univerſally uſeful Science of S U R- 
GERY. | | | . 
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8 1 0 To I. 
25 E AR and 81 definitions of diſcaſes, and the ap- 
ol + plication of ſuch names to them as are expreſlive of their 
4 true and real nature, are of more conſequence than they 
| See are generally imagined to be: untrue or imperfect ones 
occaſion falſe ideas ; and falſe ideas are e generally followed by errone- 
ous practice. 

It would be no difficult matter to 3 inſtances of diſorders, 
whoſe treatment has, for a great length of time, been accommodated 
more to the titles impoſed upon them, than t to their true and real « cha- 
racer: : among theſe, my preſent ſubject i is a moſt glaring proof. 

The cuſtom of giving the appellation of Fiſtula to every impoſt tu- 
mation, and to every collection of matter formed near to the Anus, 
| Has, by conveying a falſe notion of them, been productive of ſuch 
methods of treating them, as (though, perhaps, ſuited to ſuch idea) 

are diametrically oppolite to thoſe which ought to be purſued : ſuch 

20. 52100 4 8 2 | as 
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as have often rendered thoſe caſes tedious and painful, which might. 
have been cured eaſily and expeditiouſly : and conſequently ſuch as 


Lark DIRE: Hehe a 99 art. and Aeon vane: on: ne 
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A 1 1020 orifice or otter fowl a 577 or daß cavity, beging a 
thin gleet, or ſanies, made a conſiderable part of the idea, which our 
anceſtors had of a fiſtulous ſore, Wherever ſeated. With the term fi- 
ſtulous, they always connected a notion of calloſity: and, therefore, 
whenever they found ſuch a kind of opening yielding ſuch fort of diſ- 
charge, and attended with any degree of induration, they called the 
complaint a Fiſtula. Imagining this calloſity to be a diſeaſed altera- 
tion made in the very ſtructure of the parts; they had no conception 
that it could be cured by any means, but by removal with a cutting 
inſtrument, or by deſtruction with eſeharotics: and, therefore, they 
immediately attacked it with knife or cauſtic, in order to accompliſh 
one of theſe ends : and very terrible work (by their o]. me 
they often made, before they did accompliſh it. 

Several of the abovementioned circumſtances do frequently attend 
; colleQions of matter near to the rectum; and therefore for want of 
proper attention to the true nature of the caſe, the cuſtom of calling. 
them all Fiſtulaæ has generally prevailed, though without any founda- 
tion in truth or nature. 2 

That abſceſſes, formed. near 15 fundament, do ſometimes, from 
bad, habits, from extreme neglect, or from groſs miſtreatment, be- 
come fiſtulous, i is certain ; but the majority of them have not, at firſt, 
any one charaQer « or. mark of a true fiſtula ; . nor can, ' without, the 
| _ ſupine neglect on the fide of the patient, or the moſt ignorant 


miſmanagement. on | the part of. the ſurgeon, degenerate, or be con- 
verted into one, 
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Collections of meer. from: infaanaentin: (wherever formed) if 
they be not opened in time, and in a proper manner, da often burſt : 


the hole, through which the matter finds vent, is generally ſmall, and 
not often ſituated in the moſt convenient, or moſt dependant, part of 
the tumor: it therefore is unfit for the diſcharge of all the contents of 
the abſceſs : and, inſtead of cloſing, contracts itſelf to a ſmaller ſize: 
and, becoming hard at its edges, continues to. drain off what is furni- 


ſhed by the undigeſted ſides of the cavity. 


This is often the caſe in the moſt muſcular, or fleſhy parts of the 
body, where the cellular and adipoſe membrane does not abound ; but 
is more particularly ſo in the neighbourhood of the anus, where that 
membrane is large in quantity, well ſtocked with fat, and not com- 


preſſed by the action of any large or ſtrong muſcles. 
Why critical deffuxions and abſceſſes are frequently formed in this 


part, is ſo obvious to every one, who conſiders 'its natural ſtructure, 
that it muſt be quite unneceſſary to enter into an explanation of it: - 
ſhall therefore only obſerve, that when it becomes the ſeat of ſuch 
kind of defluxion, it can make little or no reſiſtance ; but immediately 
ſwells, and becomes hard to a conſiderable extent: and although im- 


poſtumation is very frequently the conſequence, yet the induration ex- 


tending itſelf a good way beyond the bounds of the abſceſs, the firſt 
ſuppuration is by no means equal to the diſſolution of ſuch hardneſs; - 
eſpecially, if inſtead of * opened properly, the ſkin has been ſuf- 


fered to burſt. 


The ſmalneſs of this accidental orifice; the e of its edges; 
its being found to be the outlet from a deep cavity; the daily diſ- 
charge of a thin, gleety, diſcoloured kind of matter; and the indu- 


ration of the parts round about, have all contributed to raiſe, and 
confirm the idea of a true fiſtula, a 


To 
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To this idea, the general treatment of theſe 165 has tha been 
made to accord: upon this, has been built the prevailing doctrine of 
free exciſion, or as free deſtruction, without any regard to the original 
production of the complaint, its particular ſeat, its date, or any other 
attendant circumſtances z and without examining, whether it. would 
not admit a more eaſy, and a more expeditious method of cure. In 
ſhort, this notion, that all finuſes near the rectum are neceſſarily! fiſtu- 
lous, has occaſioned the preſcription of ſach a manner of treating 
them, ftom their very firſt appearance, as they can hardly ever ſtand 
in need of at any time; and a meer ill- founded ſuppoſition, that * 
induration of the parts about, may be owing to a diſeaſed. calloſity, is 
urged as a reaſon for uſing them with 20 ine than even ſuch 
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queſtion, muſt confider it under all the forms in which it 


8 


makes i its appearance. l Theſe, which are many, and various, (both | 
with regard to aſpect, fituation, and ſymptoms). are, What ew the 


1 40 


: different nature of the complaint. 155 different tes and are the cir- 


gy 


cumſtances, which ought, to We A, ſurgeon ond! in the care 


741. 
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| Sometimes the attack is made with ſymptoms of of high. 5 

tion; F with pain, fever, rigor, c, and the abſceſs proves truly riti- 
cal; that is, it becomes a ſolution of the fever. os e e Elo. 

In this caſe, a a part of the buttock near to the a anus is conſiderably 
ſwollen, and has a large, circumſcribed hardneſs, In a ſhort time, 
the middle of this hardneſs becomes red, and inflamed ; and 1 in the | 
center of it matter is formed. 
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This (in the language of our anceſtors) is called in general a 
Phlegmon; but when it appears in this particular part, a Phyma. 

. The pain is ſometimes great; the fever high, the tumor large, and 
exquiſitely tender: but however diſagreeable the appearances may have 
been; or however high the ſymptoms may have riſen, before ſuppu- 
ration; yet, when that end is fairly and fully accompliſhed, the pa- 
tient generally becomes eaſy and cool; and the matter Oo 
ſuch circumſtances, though it may be plentiful, yet is good. 


On the other hand, the external parts, after much pain, attended 


with fever, ſickneſs, &c. are ſometimes attacked with conſiderable in- 
flammation, but without any of that circumſcribed. hardneſs, whieh 
characterized the preceding tumor; inſtead of which, the inflamma- 


tion is extended largely, and the ſkin wears an eryſipelatous kind of 
an appearance. In this, the diſeaſe is more ſuperficial ; the quantity 
of matter ſmall, and the cellular membrane Houghy to a conſiderable. 


_ extent. 


Sometimes, inſtead of either of the preceding appearances, there is 
formed in this part, what the French call une ſuppuration gangreneuſe; 


in which the cellular and adipoſe membrane is affected in the ſame 
manner, as it is in the diſeaſe, called a Carbuncle. 


In this caſe, the {kin is of a duſky red,. or. purple kind of color; 


and, although harder than when in a natural ſtate, yet it. has, by no 


means,, that degree of tenſion or reſiſtance,, which it has. either in the 


phlegmon, or in the eryſipelas, 1 


The patient has generally, at firſt, a hard, full jarring pulſe, with | 
great thirſt, and very fatiguing, reſtleſſneſs... If the progreſs of the 
diſeaſe be not ſtopped, or the patient relieved by medicine, the pulſe 
ſoon changes into an unequal, low, faultring one; and the ſtrength 
and the ſpirits ſink in ſuch manner, as to imply great and immediately- 


impending miſchief. The matter formed under the ſkin, ſo altered, is 


ſmall. : 


\ 
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ſmall in quantity, and bad in quality; and the adipoſe membrane is 
gangrenous, and floughy throughout the extent of the diſcoloration. 
This generally happens to perſons, whoſe habit 0 en baer r: bad, i 
or rendered fo by intemperancgcge. alan 
In each of theſe different affections, the * net is often con- 
fined to the ſkin and cellular membrane underneath it; and no other 
ſymptoms attend, than the uſual general ones; or ſuch as ariſe from 
the formation of matter or ſloughs in the part immediately affected. 
But it alſo often happens, that, added to theſe, the patient is made 
unhappy by complaints ariſing from an influence, which ſuch miſchief 
has on parts in the neighbourhood of the diſcaſe ; ſuch as the urinary 
bladder, the vagina, the urethra, the hzmorrhoidal veſſels, and the 
rectum ; producing retention of urine, ſtrangury, dyſury, bearing 
down, teneſmus, piles, diarrhea, or obſtinate coſtiveneſs : which 
complaints are ſometimes ſo preſſing, as to claim all our attention. 
On the other hand, large quantities of matter, and deep floughs are 
ſometimes- formed, and great devaſtation committed on the parts 
about the rectum, * little or no N m_— OW ot fingen. x 
n * | 
"Sometimes the diſeaſe makes its firſt pace; in an 0488005 
of the ſkin, near to the verge of the anus; but without pain or altera- 
tion of color; which hardneſs gradually ſoftens and ſuppurates : the 
matter, when let out, in this caſe, is ſmall in quantity, good in qua- 
lity; and the ſore is ſuperficial, clean, and well-conditioned; On the 
| contrary, it. now and then happens, that although the pain is but lit- 
| tle; and the inflammation apparently flight; yet the matter is large in 
quantity, bad in quality, extremely offenſive, : and proceeds from a 
deep. ctude hollow, which bears an ill- natured aſpect. 
The place alſo where the abſceſs points, and where the matter, if 


jet hath would burſt its way out, Ts various, and uncertain, Some- 
times 


— 
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times it is in the buttock, at a diſtance from the anus; at other times 
near its verge, or in the perineum: and this diſcharge is made ſome- 
times from one orifice only, ſometimes from ſeveral. In ſome caſes, 
there is not only an opening through the ſkin externally, but another 
through the inteſtine into its cavity: in others, there en one ori- 
fice,, and that either external, or internal. | 
Sometimes the. matter is formed at a eee diſtance foe 15 
rectum, which: is not even laid bare by it; at others, it is laid bare 
only, and not perforated: it is alſo ſometimes not only denuded, but 
pierced; and that in more places than one. The original ſeat of the 
- miſchief is, in ſome caſes, high up in the pelvis, near the lower ver- 
tebræ of the loins, and the os ſacrum; and the matter comes from 
parts ſo diſeaſed, and ſo out of reach, that the caſe is hopeleſs from 
the firſt. Theſe diſcharges are to ſome perſons ſalutary, and prove ſo- 
lutions of general diſeaſes, which have lon g infeſted the habit: to 
others, they often prove fatal, by exhauſting the ſmall remains of 
Grength. If the diſeaſe has its foundation in the lues venerea (which 
is not a very uncommon caſe) it frequently communicates with the 
urethra, and neck of the bladder, producing great diſturbance and 
miſery. to the patient. And ſometimes it happens, that fiſtulous open- 
ings, near the anus, give diſcharge to a ſanies, proceeding: from a can 
cerous ſtate of ſome of the parts within the pelvis. 
Whoever attends to this variety of fates and circumſtances, muſt be 
convinced, that no one particular method can ſuit them all; but that 
in this, as in many other caſes, the ſurgeon's: conduct muſt be varied 
| heb ee and: adapted to the-exigencies can d Wann | 
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1 en happens, her ne defluxions are 4 
on the cellular membrane ſurrounding the inteſtine rectum, that 
it is in our power to prevent the formation of matter; nor if it was, 
would it often be right To to do; as theſe abſceſſes ſeldem happen. to 
any body, to whom they are not, at leaſt, a temporary relief.” | 
All cbnfideration, therefore, of that kind, is generally out of the 
queſtion: and our buſineſs, if called to it at the beginning, muſt be 
to moderate the ſymptoms; to forward the ſuppuration; when the 
matter is formed, to let it out; and to treat the ſore in fuch manner, 
ut Thall'be 'moſt likely to produce a ſpeedy and laſting cure. 
When there are no ſymptoms which require particular menden, 
and all chat we have to do is to aſſiſt che maturation of the tumor, a 
loft pultice is the beſt application. When the diſeaſe is fairly of the 
Phlegmonoid kind; che thinner the ſkin is ſuffered to become, before 
the ablveſe' be opened, the better; as the induration of the parts 
about will thereby be the more diſſolbved; and, conſequentiy, there 
will be the leſs to do after ſuch opening has been made. This kind of 
tutnor is generally found in people of full, ſanguine habits ; and who, 
therefore, if the pain be great, and the fever high,” will bear evacua- 
tion, both by phlebotomy, and gentle catharties: Which is not often 
the caſe of thoſe, who are ſaid to be of bilious conſtitutions; in whom 
the inflammation is of larger extent, and in which the ſkin wears the 
yellowiſh' tint of the eryſipelas; perſons of ſuch kind of habit, and 


in ſuch circumſtances, _—_ in ee m_ eapable of bearing 
Large evacustion. 
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The obſervation 1s general, with regard to eryſipelatous inflamma- 
tas in any part of the body, and is by no means confined to this. 
I may, poſſibly, be cenſured, for ſtepping out of my way to men» 
tion it; but it is a truth of ſo mach importance to many, and I have 
ſeen ſuch: melancholy inſtances from its being not Known, or not 4 
2 to, that my intention muſt plead my excuſe. 5 

This kind of inflamtnation (I mean the eryſipelatous) aun 
makes its attack with ert vomiting, VENT rigor, heat, thirft, and 
reſtleſſnefs. 


The quickneſs of pulſe; and heat aft ſkin, are indications for ſome 
degree of evacuation, and indeed ſometimes render It requiſite; but it 
is a very prevailing opinion with many practitioners, that theſe evacu- 
ations ſhould: be freely made, and frequently repeated: in ſhort, that 
the cure of this kind of inflammation is fafely to be effected by them; 


ren is ſo far from being true, that tlie practice Has proved fatal to 


II, for inſtance, blood be drawn off i in ſuch quantity, as that 

— Pattentx pulſe ſinks fuddeily, or if Ris ffrength be conſiderably re- 
duced by purging, it is no very uncommon thing for the PPT 
to leave the part firſt affected, and for ſuch complaints to come on im- 
metiately;” as ſoon prove deſtructive, and afford no oppottunity to fe- 
pair the miſchief, which the evacuation” has produced. diese e 
When the inflammation is of this kinch, the quantity of dilditer 
formed is ſmall, compared to the'fize and extent of the tumor z the 
diſeaſe is rather a ſloughy, patrid ſtate of the cellular membrane, than 
an impoſtumation; and, therefore, the ſooner it is opened, the better: 
if we wait for the Matter to "make a point, we ſhall wait for what will 


not happen; at lexſt not till after à CbnHderable length of time: du- 


ring which, the diſeaſe in the membrane will extend itſelf, and, con- 


fequently, the "ny 5 the ide. e or Loren be * greatly i in. 


creaſed. * mig. 
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Wheg, inſtead of either of the preceding appearances, the ſkin | 
wears a duſky, ; purpliſh-red, color; has a doughy, unreſiſting kind of 
feel, and is very little ſenſible: when theſe circumſtances are joined 


57 


with an unequal, faultring kind of pulſe, irregular ſhiverings, a 
great failure of ſtrength and ſpirits, and inclination, to doſe, the Fake 
is formidable, and the event generally fatal. Wi a en nt 
The habit, in theſe circumſtances,) is always bad; ſometimes from 
nature, but much more frequently from gluttony and intemperance. 
What aſſiſtance art can lend, muſt be adminiſtred ſpeedily ; every mi- 
nute is of conſequence; and if the diſcaſe he not ſtopped, the patient 
will fink. Here is no need for Austen of any kind; recoutſe muſt 
be immediately had to medical aſſiſtance; the part affected ſhould. be 
frequently fomented with hot. ſpicituous fomentations 3, large, and deep 
inciſion. ſhould be made into the diſcaſed part; and the applications 
made to it. ſhould be of the warmeſt, moſt antiſeptic kind. 
This alſo i is a general kind of obſeryation.; 3 and equally applicable to 
the ſame fort of diſeaſe in any part of the bedy,, Out anceſtors have | 
thought fit to. call it in ſome a Carbuncle, and in others by other 
names; but it is (wherever ſeated) really and truly, a. gangrene of 
the cellular, and adipoſe membrane it always iir great degene- 
racy of habit, and, moſt .commonly,.. ends ill. las 6 dcr: 2418-5 IN 
NNE diſury, and even total retention af urine, are no very 
uncommon attendants upon abſceſſes farming in the neighbourhood of 
the rectum and bladder; more eſpecially, #; the ſeat of Lin be near 
the neck of the latter. e eee e eee e 
bey ſometimes continue from the firſt ek of the ee 


until the watter is formed, and b f bas made 3 its way, outw tward ; fe . 


** 4141 
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. The, two former moſt commonly are eaſily relieved by the jo af 
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(the total retention) is, (while it continues) both fatiguing and alar- 
ming.- They, who have not often ſeen this caſe, generally have 
immediate recourſe to the catheter; and for this they plead: the autho- 
rity of precept : but the practice is ſo eſſentially wrong, and I have 
ſeen ſuch terrible BOAR from it, that I cannot e an my 
proteſt apainſt it. rel: 

The neck of the bladder, from its vicinity to ade parts whoes the 
, inflammation i is ſeated, and from its being involved in the ſame com- 
mon membrane, does certainly participate, in ſome degree, of the ſaid 
inflammation. This will, in ſome meaſure, account for the complaint 
but whoever conſiders the extremely irritable ſtate of the parts compo- 
ſing that part of the urethra, (if I may be allowed ſo to call it) and will, 
at the ſame time, reflect on the amazing and well-known effects of 
irritation, will be convinced that the principal part of this complaint 
ariſes from that cauſe ; and that the diſeaſe is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, . ſpaſ= 
modic. The manner, in which an attack of this kind is generally 
made; the very little diſtention which the bladder often ſuffers; the 
ſmall quantity of urine ſometimes contained in it, even when the 
ſymptoms are, moſt preſſing ; and the moſt certain, as well as ſafe, me- 
thod of / relieving it; all tend to ſtrengthen ſach opinion. «? 
But whether we attribute the evil to inflammation, or to ſpaſmodic 
irritation, whatever can, in any degree, contribute to the exaſperation 
of either, muſt be palpably and manifeſtly wrong. The violent paſ- 
fage of the catheter through the neck of the bladder (for violent in 
fuch circumſtances it muſt be) can never be right.. I will not ſay, 
Rappel At o att MA gl YH Zzunuaod ent that 


0 Great Ny acute as hd ao che bladder! and a 3 aboutths Og” in a 
retention of urine, it is not greater; nor more acute; {thin is .metitnes Ke dd s . 5 
parts, by thoſe, in whoſe bladder no urine is to be found, and in whom the catheter may 
de paſſed with very little trouble or reſiſtance: This complaint, which I have mare than 
_ ior three times ſeen, is truly fpaſmodic; and, nn always gives way to opium, 
more eſpecially if uſed in the form of eiyſter. | 
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chat it never ſucceeds ; but I will fay, that i it can hardly ever be pro- 
per to make the attempt. 
If the inſtrument be ſucceſsfully :nwodiend; it muſt either be with- 
drawn as ſoon as the bladder is emptied; or it muſt be left in it: if 
the former be done, the ſame cauſe of retention remaining, the ſame 
effect returns; the ſame pain and violence muſt be again ſubmitted to, 
under (moſt likely) increaſed difficulties. On the other hand, if the 
eatheter be left in the bladder, it will often, while its neck is in this 
ſtate, occaſion ſuch diſturbance, that the remedy (as it is called) will 
prove an exaſperation of the diſeaſe, and add to the evil it is de- 
figned to alleviate ; nor is this all ; for the reſiſtance, which the parts, 
while in this ſtate, make, is ſometimes ſo great, that if any violence 
be uſed, the inſtrument will make for itſelf a new ront in the neigh- 
bouring parts, and lay the foundation of ſuch miſchief, as frequently 
baffles all our art.---An- accident, which 1 have known 8 50 
thoſe, whoſe judgment and dexterity have never been doubted. - 
The true, fafe and rational method of relieving this complaint is | 
by evacuation andanodine relaxation: this not only procures de 
diate cafe, but does, at the ſame time, ferve another very material 
purpoſe ; which is that-of maturating the abſceſs. Loſs of blood i 
neceffary ; the quantity to be determined by the ſtrength and ſtate 
of the patient: the inteſtines ſhould alſo be emptied, if chere be 
time for ſo doing, by a gentle cathartic 3 but the moſt effectual relief 
will be from the warm bath, or ſemicupium, the application of 
bladders with hot water to the pubes and perineum, and, above all 
other remedies, the injection of glyſters, conſiſting of warm water, 
oil, and opium. There may have been caſes, which. have reſiſtad 
ys baffled this mothod of treatment: hut L- have never met with them. 
On the other hand; I. ftave Teen ſo great and permanent miſchief, 
from the Prematute uſe of, the catheter, that it would have been better 


kt ; for 
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for the patient to have ſunk under the firſt evil, than to have lived to 
experience that variety of miſery, to which all they are ſubje&, who 
are afflicted with a diſeaſed or injured neck of the bladder. | 

A painful teneſmus is no uncommon attendant upon an inflammatory 
defluxion on the parts about the rectum. The frequent uſe of the 
muſcles, whoſe office it is to expel from the gut whatever is trou- 
bleſome to it, and by whoſe action, the parts, which make the ſeat of 
the diſeaſe, muſt be continyally compreſſed, make this, while i it laſts, 
2 very diſagrecable complaint. 

If a doſe of rhubarb, joined with a warm 1 ſuch as he 
conf. mithrig. or ſuch-like, does not remove it, the injection of thin 
ſtarch and opium, or tin. thebaic. is almoſt infallible. 

The bearing down, as it is called, in females, as it proceeds, in 
this caſe, from the ſame kind of cauſe (viz. irritation) admits relief 
from the ſame means as the teneſmus. 


- In ſome habits, an obſtinate coſtiveneſs attends this kind of W 


mation, accompanied, not unfrequently, with a painful diſtention, 
and enlargement of the hæmorrhoidal veſſels, both internally and exter- 
nally. While a quantity of hard feces are detained within the large 
inteſtines, the whole habit muſt be diſordered ; and the ſymptomatic 
fever, which neceſſarily accompanies the formation of matter, muſt be 
conſiderably heightened. And while the veſſels ſurrounding the rectum 
(which are large and numerous) are diftended, all the ills' proceeding 
from preſſure, inflammation, and irritation, muſt be increaſed. This 
is too obvious to need any explanation: and it muſt be as obvious, that 
phlebotomy, laxative glyſters, and a low, cool regimen, muſt be the 


remedies; while a ſoft cataplaſm applied externally ſerves. to relax and 
mollify the ſwollen, ante piles, at * ſame time e that. it haſtens js 


the ſuppuration. 
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Theſe are, I think, the moſt material of the com plaints, which at- 
ten inflammatory defluxions, and formations of matter about the anus 
and rectum. They are indeed moſt of them ſym ptomatic, or acceſſory 
to the original diſeaſe; but they are frequently of ſuch immediate 
conſequence to the caſe, and ſometimes even to the ſafety of the perſon 
afflicted, that they require all our attention. Whoever neglects or 
miſtreats the, will cauſe his patient to ſuffer a great deal of unne- 
ceſſary pain, fatigue; and even hazard: whoever attends to, and treats 
them properly, will find that, by relieving arid appeaſing theſe acci- 
dental ills, he will aſſiſt the cure of wo prince? ee e and Anne 
time, "Inſtead of loſing it. R FE 6 | 


- b 4 P 
” O * 
1 1 > 4 FY "= co % Y , 
* 1 1 9 » 9 4 4 9 ” _ . . - 
© | . 1 * y * 2 1 
, —Y 0 , 8 | E C L * 1 Y * 2714 
4 G 2 23310 3 - 0 3 » : * % 4 od - hy » p_ d x . 


L 'E Tus now conſider this diſeaſe, when the firſt ſymptoms. at- 
tending the inflammation are gone off; and matter is either for- 
med and collected, in ſuch manner as to be fit for à ſurgeon. to give 


diſcharge to it: or, (that opportunity having been avoided ot neg- 
lected,) it has burſt enen the parts nine It, and has wa its 


own; way, out. a gef Or 

The different ſtates ad: circumſtances produced. cithen by the col 
E of this matter, or by the 1 manner in which it has made its eſ- 
cape, will necedarily occaſion a difference i in the manner of treating the 
caſe 3 and may, for method - ſake, as well as for the more perfectly 
underſtanding the true nature of the diſcaſe, be reduced to two ail 


1. Thoſe, in in the ioteſtine is K at all intereſted ; 1 and, 
2. Thoſe, in which it is either laid bare, or perforated. 


ESL. 


Let us firſt ſuppoſe the matter to be fairly formed; to have ede its 


keis a5 it is called; and to be fit to be let out. | 
| | Where 
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- Where. ſuch point is, that is, where the ſkin is moſt thin, and 
the fluctuation moſt PalpoPle, there the Ppcning, moſt certainly, ought 
to be made. | i 

Some of our predeceſſors, 9 955 * a "ys which almoſt aol 
Grids accompanies the want of anatomical knowledge; or from an 
aukwardnels attending the diſuſe, of a cutting inſtrument ; adopted the 
method of opening theſe (as well as moſt other Walen, N 0. cau- 
ſtic. 

With all due deference to authority, I will venture to ſay, that it is 
in general wrong ; and particularly ſo in the preſent caſe, 

It often gives unneceſſary pain; and it produces a loſs of ſubſtance, 

and a kind of cicatrix, which is not only unſeemly, but frequently 
Proves a laſting inconvenience. 
Some of the patrons of potential fire, do, indeed, give a ſpecious 
kind of reaſon for its uſe; viz. that it makes a more large and free 
opening for the diſcharge ; and that, by the time the eſchar is ſepara» 
ted, the hollow underneath is generally more than half filled up. 
In a, few, (very few) particular caſes, where the deſtruction of 
bears parts may become neceſſary, after the eſchar i is thrown off, 
f in the caſe of venereal bubos) there may be ſome force in this ar- 
gument; and cauſtics may be found uſeful; but in the preſent caſe, 
and in moſt others, in which they are freely and frequently applied, 
they appear to me to be highly i improper ; as they neceſſarily occaſion - 
a loſs of parts, and a kind of eſchar; which is, in general, an inde- 
lible blemiſh, to ſay no worſe. And with regard to the particular cir- 
cumſtance of the hollow being filled almoſt up, by the time the eſchar 
is ſeparated, if the ſurgeon will dreſs an abſceſs, opened by inciſion, 
in the ſame eaſy, ſuperficial manner, he does one opened by cauſtic, 
he will find the conſequence to be the ſame. But, 1 know not why, 
c nen has long prevailed, that an abſceſs opened by a pile, muſt 
REBT MELTS. ; be 
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be immediately crammed, and ſtuffed with dreflings, while that, on 
which a cauſtic has been applied, muſt be let alone, until the eſchar 
caſts off. Let the one be treated as the other is, (and as they both 
ought to be) and the event will be found to be alike in each: except- 
| ing 1 this material difference in favor of the knife, that it will not ne- 
teffarily occafion any deſtruction of parts, loſs of ſubſtance, nor any 
deformity which i is at alt comparable . whit muſt follow the uſe 
of the cauſtic, 5 


In waking the opening, | the knife, « or lancet thould be paſſed in 
dee p enough to reach the fluid ; and, when it is in, the inciſion ſhould 
be 8 LA upward, and downward,* in ſuch manner as to divide all 
the ſkin covering the matter. By theſe means, the contents of the 
abſceſs will be diſcharged at once ; future lodgment of matter will be 
prevented ; convenient room' will be made for the application of pro- 
per dreflings ; ; and there will be no neceſſity for making the inciſion 
in different directions, or for removing any part. of N55 e ſkin 9 2 


5 ling the verge of the anus. 


"Notwithſtanding that all theſe Collections of matter are -nerally 
called by the name of © F iſtulæ, and are all ſu ppoſed to affect 21 inte- 


"ftinum fectum, yet, it is very certain, that the ſeat of the abſceſs, (che 
Place where the matter 1s formed) is, | ſometimes, at ſuch diſtance 


from the | Lot. that it is not at all intereſted 2 it; ; and that none of 
In this fate of the alte, we have no more e neceſſarily to do ith 


. Vein 


je inteſtine, than if 1 it was not there; the caſe is to be conſidered 
merely a as" an abſceſs i in the cellular membrane; ; which will 1 7 raph (in 


: dy 171 $8 {2% | | "4 che 


4 * - 
"xy 2 4 m1 "4 , "Þ  ; Li o * 9 k $ 4 by | 1 - I - * 
£ js ; S&« ' a \ 14 ff 0 4 2 90 1 1 2 ‚ 1 . 1 4 + 4 3 1 14 0 | : _ f * " | * . — 4 0 f 
. - 2 8 


{ "S 1; 4 0 SJ 


: „When 1 ay upward and 0 ward. 1 fuppoſe the a Kia FREY with 
15 a and thigh ſtraight, and His body leaning forward over à table, or a bed; which 


poſture gives the faireſt view of the parts; and puts them into the beſt poſition for the 
operation, as well as for the operator, | | 
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the uſual phraſe) to be digeſted, incarned, and (if practicable) healed, 
without meddling with the rectum in any manner. 

As this is a matter of ſome importance to the patient, it is worth 2 
little conſideration. 

| Suppoſe an abſceſs formed in the neighbourhood of the rectum, 
which, after a certain degree of ſwelling and inflammation, ripens, or 
comes to a point, ſomewhere near to the verge of the anus. Suppoſe 
alſo a large and convenient opening to have been made by a ſimple in- 
cifion ; the contents of the abſceſs to have been thereby diſcharged ; 
and a fore or cavity produced, which is, perhaps, conſiderable in ſize : 
this cavity is to be filled up in ſuch manner, as to produce a a firm and 
laſting cure. 

The frequent uſe of the term filling up, and the generally- received 
opinion, that the induration of the parts about is a diſeaſed calloſity, 
appear to me to have been the two principal ſources of error and miſe 
conduct in theſe caſes. yh 

Wherever matter is formed in conſequence of inflammation, it al- 
ways leaves, upon being let out, a proportional hollow, and ſome de- 
gree of induration. The former of theſe is of different ſize, according 
to the quantity of matter ; and the latter depends both on the degree 


of previous inflammation, and the more or leſs perfect ſuppuration of 
the abſceſs. | 


The generally- received opinion, with regard to theſe two circum- 
ſtances (hollow and hardneſs) is, that the former is cauſed entirely by 
loſs of ſubſtance; and the latter '(as I have alrcady obſeryed) by diſ- 
caſed alteration in the ſtructure of the parts. 

The conſequence of which opinion is, that as ſoon as the matter is 
diſcharged, the cavity is, filled and diftended, in order to procure a 
gradual regeneration of fleſh ; and the dreflings, with which it is ſo 

e filled, 
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filled, are moſt commonly of the eſcharotic kind, intended. for the a 
diſſolution of hardneſs... . 
The practice is a neceſſary ce of the theory. . 5 
ſuppoſes diſeaſed calloſity, and great loſs of ſubſtance, will neceſſarily 
think himſelf obliged to deſtroy the former and to prevent: the cavity, 
formed by the latter, from filling up too haſtily. | On the other hand, 
he, who confiders this matter as it really is; that | is, he, who regards 
the cavity of the abſceſs as being principally the effect of the gradual 
diſtraction and ſeparation of its ſides, with very little loſs of ſubſtance, 
compared with the ſize of the ſaid cavity; and who looks upon the 
, Induration round about, as nothing more than a circumſtance which 
neceſſarily; accompanies every inflammation in membranous. parts, 
more eſpecially in thoſe which tend to ſuppuration ; 3. will, upon the 
ſmalleſt reflection, perceive, that the dreſſings applied to ſuch cavity 
ought. to be ſo, ſmall. in quantity, as to permit nature to "accompliſh 
that end, which ſhe always aims at, as ſoon as the matter i is let out; 
mean, the approach of the ſides of the cayity 1 toward each 45 
and that ſuch-ſmall quantity of dreſſings ought. to confiſt of materials 
Fes er only to encourage eaſy and gradual ſuppuration. F 
his is a. fact ſo obvious to common ſenſe, that it muſt opp to 
cher, one who will coolly and impartially conſider i a4 
What is the part in which the diſeaſe is ſeated ? and what are the 
alterations. which ſuch diſeaſe produces ? ? The part 1s mere cellular 
membrane; ; and the alteration is obſtruction and inflammation, end- 
ing in the formation of matter. But do. theſe create any new body ? 
do not the ſides of the abſceſs ſtill remain [celular 2 and Adipoſe mem- - 
brane, only inflamed, thickened, hardened, and rendered purulent ? | 
can ſuch alteration require any thing more toward reſtoring the parts 
46 4 natural ſtate, than a free ſupputation from the parts ſo altered! ? 


ede can it make extirpation or  deſtruQtion neceſſary? Moſt certainly, it 
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cannot. 
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| 4 IT 
cannot. How then is een to be 2 and maintained f 


Not by chrüſting in ſuch applications, ag by their quantity diſtend, 
and by their quality irritate and deſtroy; "#44 dreſſing lightly, and 
eaſily; with ſuch as appeaſe, relax, and fofton ?: „ „„ an Dn 

The fact is capable of experiment; and- 7 mat Who will make 
it, that is, who will try the different metflods, anck attend to the con- 
ſequences, muſt be able to determige it unleſs blinded by Prejudice, 
or influenced by a worſe Motive 1 48 r adfer tt | 
A moment 5 attention to the conduct of nature, when left to Her- 
ſelf, and not interrupted by. art, will, perhaps, ſet this matter "ity a 
clearer light. ws] 15/31 SP 0 HOUMIY: 0 233 2-613 

When an abfeeſs of this Kind " opened by 1 Hingebü, t the eiey l is 
found proportioned to the contents; and, conſequefſtiy, if the quan- 
tity of matter be large, the hollow is conſiderable: If this hollow be 
immediately filled with dreſſings. (or any kind), the ſides of it will be 
kept from approaching toward each other; or may even be farther ſe- 
parated. -* But if this cavity be not filled, or have little or no dreflings - 
of any Kind introduced” into it, the ſides immediately collapſe; and, 
coming nearer and nearer,” de, in 4 very ort "ſpace of time, convert a 
large hollow into a ſmall finus. And this is allo bbs the caſe, 
when the matter, inſtead of bei eing tet out! by an h artificial opening, | 
elcapes through one made by the 'burſtin oof the Contäifling parts. 
| At is indeed true, that this ſinus will alt always, (and Prei; in 
the diſcaſe I am now ſpeaking of) become perfecuy cloſe; and heal; 
but the aim and conduct of nature is not, therefore, the leſs evident; ; 
r r the 3 which art ought' to 5 borrow: from her, the leſs es. 


3 cavities, a gteat "ooze will depend on the patient” s habit, and 
the care that ig taken of it: Hithat be good, or if it be properly cor- 


rected, the ſurgeon will have yery little trouble in his choſte 5 dreſ- 
D 2vp 2012 nafw 7; N85 207 21 19999) 502 1 22 
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| bungen all that he will have to 4 will be, to take care that they do 
not offend either in quantity or quality; but if the habit be bad, or 


injudiciouſly, treated, he may uſe the whole farrago of bel, and 
only waſte his own and his patient's time. 


In ſhort, all theſe caſes are, at firſt, mere abſceſſes ; q the onfuqzen 
ces of inflammation, and require no other treatment than what would 
be proper in the ſame kind of caſe in all other parts. Some few of 
them are ſo circumſtanced, with regard to the inteſtine, that it is 


quite unneceſſary to meddle with it at all: but whether that be the 
caſe, or not ; whether the diviſion of the rectum become a neceſſary 


part in the cure, or not; they, moſt certainly, do not deſerve the name 
of fiſtulæ; nor require that ſort of treatment which fiſtule are ſaid, and 
thought, to ſtand in need of : though by being, from their very firſt 
appearance, ſuppoſed to be ſuch, they are frequenaly,, by miſmanage- 
ment, rendered truly. fiſtulous. - 45 | 42 

By this, (chat is, by light, eaſy AGONY large abſceſſes, elbe | 
in the neighbourhood of the rectum, will ſometimes, be cured, with- 
out any neceflity occurriug of meddling with the ſaid gut. But it 
much more frequentiy happens, that the inteſtine, although it may 
not have been pierced, or eroded by the matter, has yet been ſo ſtript, 
or denuded, that no conſolidation of the ſinus can be obtained, but 
by a diviſion; that i is, by laying the two cavities, viz, that of the ab- 
ſceſs, and that of the inteſtine, into one. 


The neceſſity of ein ils, may, in many aſh. be known by the 


inteſtine ſo bare, and in ſuch tate, as plainly to e that he will 
not be able to effect a cure without the operation: in other inſtances, 


he may have reaſon, at 1 to flatter himſelf with herab. and be 
diſappointe.. 1 "31 


When the former is 1. caſe; ; "When 15 gut is Wund to be in fach 
ate, that there is no reaſon to expect a cure, without its being divi- 


_ ded H 
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qed; that operation had better (on many accounts) be performed, at 
the time the abſceſs is firſt opened, than be deferred to a future one. 
'F or if it be done in the manner, in which, 4 4 will venture'to ſay, that 


it always may, . it will add ſo little to the pain, which the patient muſt 


feel by opening the abſceſs, that he will ſeldom be able to eiſtinguiſh 
the one from the other, either with regard to time or ſenſation : 


* whereas, if it be deferred, he muſt either bi in continaal* expettation | 


% — 
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| The intention, in this operation, is to divide the inteſtine rectum, 
from the verge of the anus,” up, as hi h as the top of the hotlow in 

which the matter! was Ley: 'Y thereby to lay the two o cavities of the 
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of a ſecynd cutting, or feel one, at a 1 he does not expect 


„ 


jo low, or finuous for ore, to obtain a Hen and laſting cure. wt 2 30% 


Per ming 71 A ger 47 for this purpoſe ee 


„ M/ 


= (N the cultellus falcdtus,” the \probe-razor, &c, have all at times 
en n in ut ule ; 5 Feiſfars 3 alſo of "various kinds, both frraight and crooked, 
bave been n cployed i. in this c operation ? the three firſt t may bei made to 


as 
ſerve the Purpoſe yery well ; ; but to the lat, (the ſciffars) there is in 


” this.. a as well as in Almaſt every, operation, in Which they are ftequent- 
1 A palpable ohjection, iz. that, by pinching at the fame time 
at they cut, they occaſion a great deal of unneceſſary pain. They 
gare, [ know, in, great uſe, with many, who, if they were deprived 
of their probe eiae, would cin themſelves "incapacitated * 'from 
doing buligeſs 3 but they are, upon all occaſions where mere'divifidn 
is required, a very bad inftrument 3, they may aſſiſt an aukward or 


an. unſteady band. but are more ft for a Tarrier, than for a furgeon. 
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n 
Te late Mr. Freaks invented an inſtrument for this pads ue it was, upon 
tial, found to cut che operator's floger; with ſu much more certainty than the paſiene $ 
inteſtine, that it bas long deen laid aſide. 
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in "this [Pub of ate, 1 105 wel ay 0 on account 6 
their pinching quality,) b bad. | | 4 

The curved, probe-pointed Knit! With 2 N blade, 1 Be PR 
Ways, found to be the: moſt 1 uſeful and handy. inſtrument. « of any. This 
 introguged. into, the fins, while th the TIE 8 ore-fin nger f is in, TP in- 


8 il. 17 hi to divide. that can eyer A diviſion ; 
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| - frymene whatever. . 5 there be no opening i in the e the na 


of 2 31 118 


es degree of farce, will thruſt the , Point « of the knife through, j=Y 
thereby make IM thee þ be Aid already, the lame poi int will” find | 
nl felt through. it. ; In either ehe, it will be 5 0 jy e he fing er 


9 in ano will. Ns be prevented f from dens a bei ng b broug ght 
VVV 
edge of the knife, ak d | E verge © F the anus : 11 5 1 5, muſt by one 

1 Fehn (wh bich Is made. 110 the 1 hoes pa time 8. 

nable) tay. th e two 5 ef t 15 finus, an and of fl Co e, i 
one. D. D N Ec U Gi 31446917 * 44 
dei Authors make. a very f formal diſtin&tjan ! between whoſe caſes in. which 
the igteſtine is, pierced y. the. matter, and' thoke i in which i it is not; 
but although this diſtjgel ion may be uſeful, when the di ferent ſlates 

of the diſeaſe are to be deſcribed, yet in practice, when the operation. 
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of dividing the gut becomes neceſſary, "ſuch" diſtinction ib of no con- 
ſequence at all; it makes no alteration in the degree, phate or quan- 
tity of pain, which _ . is to feel; op force OY to berg 
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Tux FISTULA in AN O. 585 
che knife through the tender gut, is next to none 1 and, * its 
point is in the cavity, the caſes are exactly ſimilar. 

This is che only operation, which (in the circumſtan 44 our 
preſent conſidetation) ever can be neceſſary: and this appears to me, 
to be the ſafeſt, eaſieſt, and moſt expeditious method of performing 
5 know, that it is contrary to the opinion and practice of many 
who think that the removal of ſome part, both of the inteſtine and 
of the verge of the anus, is neceſſary in theſe caſes; but long and re- 
peated experience has convinced me of the contrary : and I ſhall, in 
the next ſection, have occaſion to pk more particularly to that 
int. 
e after the operation, a bolt doſſil of fine lint ſhould be 
introduced (from the rectum) between the divided lips of the inci- 
ſion ;; as well to repreſs any flight hzmorrhage, as to prevent the 
immediate re- union of the ſaid lips; and the reſt of the ſore ſhould be 
lightly drefſed with the ſame. This firſt drefling ſhould be permitted 
to continue, until a beginning ſuppuration renders it looſe enough to 
come away eaſily ; and all the future ones ſhould be as light, ſoft, and 
caly as poſſible; conſiſting only of ſuch materials, as are likely to pro- 
mote kindly and gradual ſuppuration. The ſides of the abſceſs are 


Phy hard the incifion muſt neceſſarily, for a few days, be inflamed ; and 5 


the diſcharge will, for ſome time, be diſcolored and gleety: this in- 
duration, and this ſort of diſcharge, are often miſtaken for figns of 
diſeaſed calloſity, and undiſcovered ſinuſes, upon which preſamptions, 
eſcharoties are freely applied, and diligent ſearch is made for new hot- 
lows ; the former of theſe moſt commonly increaſe both the hardneſs 

and the gleet; ; and. by the latter new ſinuſes are ſometimes really pro- 
duced. Theſe occaſion a repetition of eſcharotics, and, perhaps, of 
inciſions 3 by which means, caſes, which, at firſt, and in their own 


W 
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nature, were . and eaſy of cure, are rendered complex and tes 
dious. 
Fhbat ie is the; truth, without exaggeration, is well known to 
many and whoever will look over the writings of ſome of our im- 
mediate predeceſſors, or even of ſome of our cotemporaries, will find, 
that, immediately after pinching and ſnipping the gut with ſciſſars, 
we. are directed to fill the inciſions with lint; and, after having di- 
| ſtended the cavity by ſuch means, to dref6, in future, with ſuch me- 
dicines, as, though uſed under the ſpecious names of digeſtives, de- 
tergents, | &6., do. really inflame -and; irritate the parts to which- they 
are. applied, and retard, inſtead of encouraging, a kindly ſuppuration. 
Among theſe, the mercurius præcipitatus ruber ſtands principal: 
this ſeems, to have been the great external ſpecific: of moſt ef our im- 
mediate pꝛedeceſſors, and to have been uſed by them, for the very dif- 
ferent, purpoſes of. deſtruction and reſtoration : with this, either in dry 
powder, or mixed with unguent, the tents, pledgits, &c. with which 
they dreſſed theſe ſores, were ſpread or embued; with this they dreſ- 
ſed the recently-divided lips of the wound in the. igtetiney aden 
this they filled the. whole cavity of the abſceſs. | 


That the ſame practice ſtill 0 mand yrs) they why pleaſ 
may be-convinced,* Ar 

I would beg leave to a l of this wethad. 6: Areding, 
what he would. ſay, to a. man, who: ſhall: order a large tent, well char 
ged with, præcipitate, to be thruſt up the undivided,/ utwounded:rec- 
tum of y perſon, who, from any cauſe whatever, had an inflammatory 
defluxion on the hæmorrhoidal veſſele and inſide of the ſaid gut? 
Would: he not ſay, that fuch tent, would 8 4 fatiguing, inflaming 
"Og 16S! eSf429001! 244: cyl! V. 211 {2213 yo 50 Nr. e 


* 1 b. " - 14 — 
© / 7 I 4 9 
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nee 


* Mr. De la Faye ſays—*<* $i hay chairs. $ "elevent tenpe e on les chaſumens avec 1s pierre 
de infernale ;“ and in many books of reputation, the butyrum antimonii, the trochiſci e 
minio," the pulvis angelicus, &c. are preſcribed for frequent uſe, 
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fapgolitery ? and would he not be right in ſaying ſo ? Is then the rec- 
tum rendered leſs ſenſible, and leſs irritable, by being wounded ? Or, 
can that very application, which proves a painful ſtimulus to a gut not 
divided, become an eaſy digeſtive to one that is? If any man thinks 
that it will, 1 would adviſe him to make the experiment on himſelf; 
and I would then pes] to the OY. of his own unprejudiced ſen- 
ſations. 

In ſhort, to quit Ne nd ſpeak to fact only: In the great 
number of theſe caſes, which muſt have been in St. Bartholomew's 
Hoſpital, within theſe ten or twelve years, I do aver, that I have not 
met with one, in the circumſtances before deſcribed, that has not been 
cured by mere ſimple diviſion, together with light, eaſy dreſſings : 
and that I have not, in all that time, uſed, for this purpoſe, a ſingle 
grain of precipitate, or of any other eſcharotic. 

Why. is it, that we hear ſo much of miracles performed by che 
paſte of one quack? and by the injections, oils, and balſams of 
others ? when we all know, that there is nothing ſpecific for the cure 
of this diſeaſe in their compoſitions : and, when we alſo know that 
the venders of theſe remedies are people, whoſe we in matters 
of phyſic and ſurgery is below all notice. 

That theſe cures are much more frequently talked of than * 
well know ; but that ſome few people, who have been long and un- 
ſucceſsfully treated by ſurgeons, have got either well, or better, under 
the very negligent management of ſome of theſe quacks, is an incon- 
teſtable truth; and very ſtrange it is, that we do not ſee Why. 

. Fas oft et ab boſte doceri :==— | 

The truth is; that, while we are looking for what theſe people do, 
we (if I may be allowed the phraſe) overlook what they do not do. 
It is true, we cannot find any ſpecific quality in the ſtrange jumble of 
ingredients which they put into their internal remedies ; nor any par- 

4F 2 4 ticularly- 
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ticularly-ſanative one in their injections, balſams, &c. and therefore, 
are ſarprized at even the few inſtances of their ſucceſs ; but ſtill over- 
look the ane ſingle circumſtance, by which the good is produced. 

It is, 0 ever mult be, a firſt principle in quackery, to diſapprove 
and ebdndemn whatever has been done before, be it right, or be it 
wrong : and it ĩs alſo neceſſary for quacks, to avoid all connection with 
thoſe who are called Regular Practitioners; as well in order to have 
1 ſole managemettt of the patient, as to avoid inſpection. | 

Por theſe reaſons, they always order all former dreſſings to be im- 
| mediately thrown aſide, and diſuſed; and, not having. in general inge- 
nuity-enough; even to ſeem to apply others, with any degree of judg- 
ment or dexterity, they make uſe of a mere ſupetficial plaſter, oint- 
ment, or injection: that is, without intending any ſuch thing, upon an 
honeſt, or a rational principle, they, for want of knowing what to do 
properly, leave the conduct of the ſore to nature; who, when the 
impediment of dreſſings, (which often offend either in quantity or 
quality) are removed, will do wt more than ber, too chen aſſi 
ſtants believe. 

That the very few 8 we 3 . lo e of ans pro- 
duced in this manner, I am convinced and ſo I am, that many of 
thoſe, which are thought, by ſeveral practitioners, to have been 
brought about by a multiplicity of dreſſings crammed. in tight; and 
endeavoured to be kept ſo, by all the caution of compreſs and band- 
age, are very frequently effected by the conſtant and generally ſucceſs- 
ful endeavours of nature, to thruſt them forth again: or, at leaſt, ſo 
to diſplace them, that ſhe gradually gets opportunities of doing ber 
own buſineſs, in ſpite of the impediments of art. The buſineſs of 
good ſurgery is to aſſiſt ne; ies oy will mes. n the bet · ; 
eee ne Foe AAU aaa TRE DIt; ANUS a ur | 

| ELIOT To EI ne Une recurret, daf a 
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N the bal sede, I have ppb the utter ud the abſceſs 
to have been formed, and collected; but ſtill to have been con- 
tained' within the cavity, until let out from thence by an inciſion. 

I am now to ge it, as having made its own way rag without 
the Befp of eee eee neee As 

This ſtate of the diſeaſe is alfo ſubject to fome variety 65 ene ; 
and theſe different appearances have produced, not only a multiplicity 
of appellations, but 2 groundleſs ue, a. of Are of eſ- 
ſentially different circumſtances. _ 

When a diſcharge of the matter by inciſion i is too 1 delajed, 0. or 
neglected,” it makes its O- way out, by burſting the external parts 
ſome where near to the fondament'; of by eroding, and making à hole 
through the inteftine' into its cavity; or ſometimes by both. In either 
caſe, the diſcharge i is made ſometimes by one orifice only, and ſome- 
times by more. Thoſe, in Whieh the matter has made its eſcape by 
one or more openings, through tlie ſkin only, are called blind, exter- 
nal fiſtulæ; thoſe, in which the diſcharge has been made into the ca- 
vity of the inteſtine, without any orifice in the ſkin, are named blind, 
internal; and thoſe, which have an u both een the ſkin; 
ad into the gut, are eulled complete fiſtulæ. 101 372 38:16. 

This is the language of all writers, as I Novi dend e : and 
thus, all theſe caſes are deeined; fitulous, when hardly any of them 
ever are ſo; and none of them neceſſarily; : They are ſtill mere abſcei . 
fes, which are burſt without the help:of art; and, if taken proper 
and timoly cars of. zwill require: no' ſuch arid 25 u trde fiſtula 

may poſſibly ſtand in need 15 N W 
2 1175 e n The 
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The moſt frequent of all are what are called the blind, external; 
and the complete. The method whereby each of theſe ſtates may be 
known is, by introducing a probe into the ſinus by the orifice in the 


ſkin, while the fore · finger is within the rectum: this will give the ex- 
aminer an oppartunity. of knowing err. the. true fate of the caſe, 


with. all its cirgumſtances. 14 1 50 931102 * Ait 
Whether the caſe be, what i is called — oo fiſtula, or not; 3 that 


is, whether there, be an, opening in the {kin only, or one there, and 


another in the inteſtine, the appearance to the eye is much the ſame. 


Upon diſcharge of the matter, the external ſwelling ſubſides, and the 
inflamed: color of the ſkin, diſappears; the orifice, which at firſt was 
ſloughy and foul, after a day or two are paſt, becomes clean, and con- 
tracts in ſize; but the diſcharge, by ae the Aan . renders 
the patient ſtill uneaſy; : nt v6 ert 91) Jo ee % 

As this kind of opening ſeldem proves ſufficient for. A cure, (though, 
it ſometimes does). the, induratiog, in ſome degree, remains; and if 
the orifice happens not to be a depending one, fame port of the matter 
lodges, and is diſcharged by intervals, or may be preſſed out .by the 
fingers 4 of an examiner. . The diſeaſe, in this ſtate, is not very pain= 


ful; but it is troubleſome, naſty, and offenſive ; the continual diſ- 


charge of a thin kind of fluid from it, creates heat, and cauſes exco- 


 riation in the parts about; it daubs the linen of the patient; and is, 


at times very fetid ; the orifice alſo ſometimes contracts ſo, as not to 
be ſufficient for the eure ry wt 108 eee the e then 
occaſions freſh diſturbance. | 


The means of cure rec 225 pradtiſed, 585 our ancſions were 
three, viz; cauſtic, ligature, and inciſion: 


The intention, in each of theſe, eee via. to Ae one ca- 
ray of Wen ee wet . Mo Seth hg aol 
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Feat of hemorrhage, in making 2 large diviſion of parts, and a de- 
fign to deſtroy ealloſity, gave riſe to the uſe of cauſtics, for this pur- 
paſe; by the introduction of them in different forms and manners into 
-the Grins;:; that part of the inteſtine which divides its cavity from that 
of theabfeefs, :iscintended to be deſtroyed: and, thereby; tlie propofed 
end of making vne cavity of the two, is to be accompliſhed 5 while, at 
te ſime time, the ſuppoſed calloſity is to be waſted. For this pur- 

poſe, ſome of the moſt fatiguing and painful eſcharotics have been 
preſcribed and uſed: the puluis angelicus, the lapis/ infernalis, and 
troches and puſtes made with ſublimate, arſenic, bc: But / the method 
is ſo otuel, ſo tedious; and ſorinexpert; that, T hope it is}; by this 
ne; totally but of uſe: it was founded in error, tends only to miſ- 
-chiof}/ and Lwill not Waſte the ceader's tire, in ſaying any thing.more 
Aattzt. 0 LIMO z t 40 ene eee 0 k oitibeg 
The terror HCR A citing inſtlument neesſſurig carries with it, 
the fear of a flux of blood from fonts! conſiderable ueſſels ] together 
with a ſtrange, nonſenſical opinion that a gradual diviſion of the parts 
was ae nge ſound carey: than an immediate one by cutting, 
Hum 'r: yy bott : 7 At; W rm cum 
7 2 Noo MoV Sd? nt. en 4 IG FF, ED $9 03 nest eint s 
= Doger Daniel Turner, who hens turgery withiri theſe few WY [uſed this me- 
'thod in its full extent! In his works may be found, an account of his forming tents of 
the trechiſei e miniol; and thniſting; them into the ſinus, there to remain till theychid 
produced a ſufficient eſchar, ., In the ſame writer, are. accounts of,  {-rong, probe: ſciſſars, 
ö made to cut through parts of f conſiderable thickneſs; and | where, the ibn orifice w was 
at a great diſtance from the anus: and of an iron ſcoop, made (to uſe the Hoctor's own - 
words) like a cheeſe - monger's taſter, i9 be thruſt up the rectum, and aſſiſt ĩ in the diviſion 
of it, What ideas this gentleman had. of the diſcaſe,or < of human ſenſation, 1 cannot 
imagine. The hace genfleman, ſbeaking af ebe ufs of this iran ſcoop, tells u, that 
when he uſed if om one particular patient, the man chraught that. the Doctor was only 
thruſting un the draffings. If nga poopie 1 en e Ps of 0 this 


— 
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them, and che wrulling up an bone. 15 3 1 po 1 
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produced the courſe, unhandy method by ligature. The manner of 


- ufing it was this: A probe, or needle, (according to the complete or 
incomplete ſtate of the ſuppoſed fiſtula) armed with a ſtrong ligature, 
was introduced, either naked or in a cannula, by the orifice in the but- 
toe, and brought out at the anus, by the operator's finger: when 
that was done, the two ends of the ſaid ligature were tied together, in 
- ſuch manner, and at ſuch repeated times, as, by degrees, to cut thro 
all that was 'betwetn its Toop and ot n is, all that —_—_ 
1 inteſtine, which was next to the Ae. HH bet btn 
Amon writers oh this ſubject will be wund very formal dlreddion, 
abet the proper time'of''the year for performing this operation; as 
well e cbncerning the proper materials wherewith to make the liga- 
ture. But as the whole operation is, on every principle of eaſe, ex- 
pedition; ſafety, or certainty, unfit for practice, it would be N 
of the reader's: patienee te dwell any Wenger: open wy e t 
The third method is that by eien !? Asten at Ni i 
I bave already given my opinion] on what appears tome do- be the 
bell and moſt proper method of diyiding re N 
_[colleRtion of matter formed juxta anum. . 
be intention to be aimed at by fncifon, in the preſent caſe, is ex- 
| YE the fame, and (1 think) ought to be executed, in'the fame'mian 
1 never: Hv. that any other kind of operation was neceſſary z I 
| 50 not, for 4 years, performed any other; and 1 do not recollect 
Afi ingle inftince,” in Which it has faule to es a cure, in ſuch 
"Caſes as were curable by any n means. Ay PO ey th # If 


* & * | n A, : % 
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* See Gelid hole sev br the method by Wa bas ia foltowed "ys moſt of 
" the Writers fince, . < In has demiſſo ſpecilfo, at ulddmum ejus caput incidi cutis debet; 
„dein novo foramine ſpecitfum educi lino ſequents z 3 quod in aliam ejus partem, ob id 

* jpſum perfotatam, eonſectum fit : ib Hinum apprehendendum, ligandumque cum al- 
A tero caplte eff; ut Take cutem, que ſuper fiſtulum eſt, teneat: idque Hhum debet eſſe 

. « crudum, & duplex, triplexve, fic tortum ut unitas in eo facta fit. Interim autem li- 
* cet negotia agere, ambulare, lavare, cibum capete, perinde atque ſaniſſimo, & c. 
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7 If;therefore, I intended to give iny on opinion merely on this ub 


je&, I ſhould ſay, the ſume diviſion of the inteſtine, and wie the | 


fame inſtrument, is all that is required; and, referring my rater back 
to the preceding feftion,” ſhionld give him no farther trouble on this 
head. But as I find my (entiments: in this.tmatter are ſome what: differ 
oa ane EY beg leave; to be indulged in the-wſ of 
a few worde. 40 ed 253 bad zm Rudis 
I have ſaid, chat 3 manner, or with bannt inſtrument, 
the inteſtine be divided, the intention is the fame : vis: to lay the ca- 
vity of the abſceſs. incor thut af the gut andy thereby to:convort 4 
hollawi ſimous ſore, into an upen one; preveutiag, by dhe farms means, 
che future lodgavent of eee ee f- f of 
proper dreflings. - - 1 3H 
The tivo caſas Gsehs Gen u malte, ging; a Haus) FI 0 to 
require exactly the amt rente ard I have tover found it fi of 
being equally Geceffub dn both; chat 16, I never found, tliat the 


the gut, endept the mere ſimple divifion, at all neceſſary. 
But ãt ĩs aid; and that by authors to whom great regard is due, chat 


this is not all; that is requiſite, «ſpecially in the prefent citcumſtantes; 


chat this will mot ppoduce a cute, or aſſure furtels ; that mere divifion 
of the inteſtine ĩs mot fufficientz and chat, unleſs dre eut out, remove, 
and extiqpats/a-portivw boch ef he faid- intelline, and the ſkin conſti-" 
tuting what is called the verge of the anus, a firm and liſting cure will 


not old. This id the Urin ef urtiters f eehte and the ; 


practice) of a large body of -ſuogebnsi a wor? 1 gd ot Edle nobiot 
When I ave imentiomed "the mumes of Cheteldes, De lay Faye, 


and le Dran, I need not cite any others of led note. The firſt” of 
cacſs Vas erraten, whole reputation in his profeſlion. was great, 


he rwe latter a in daikigh charts 0 it France. "Phe itſuttic | 


o . 8 Hs of 


— 4 


4 


matter, having ſound its way out, made any other decade on 


uy 
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ofi:thaſt; upon their reader! muſt be doniuleräblelg and, Iherefore, it 
becomes a matter of the algrivimpliybonaſbes thei :dofuririe he jug | 
and defenſible. Duni bt: np 2 239808 Matei Sontra. 
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The methods which theſe igentlenien Have booth wig wad . 
bas been by many adopted, : ate ſomewhat different from; each other: 
but do all tand do tha faine] purpòſe 3; ate al calculated to ne aus. 
ginary evils; and are all productive of real ones. wat; BONO Wali: 
Mr. Cheſelden, in the laſt edition of his Anatomy, apa ae The 
«true fiſtula runs between the muſcular and inner coat of the rectum: 
1 it ĩs eured by opening it the whole length into:the cavity of the gut: 
hut it is yet better, if:i& eam beodone, toſextirpate all that ĩs fiſtu- 
14 lous and i Cchitahansa for Shak iet a ſure Ways to make one ee 
perfect the cure. gn 
- * (+Ip;bis Obſervations, publiſhed at Genet Me, Gataker's wr 
tion of Le Dran, ſurgery Mi. Cheſelden deſqtibes a method ofu his 
own inyventing, by ther introduction of: one blade of atpair of polypus- 
| forceps into the anus; and of the other: into: the rectum. By. which 
means, a certain portion of ther inteſtine. is held faſt between the 
chops gf the inſtrument, in order to be gut out with the ſciſſars. 
After bavigg, given ag explanation of a plate, deſigned i ta repreſent 
5. Yo F in, * menten 28 Wee REL Feen 
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„e Doh 3 n de Ne dae which Mi Che- 
ſelden uſed to practiſe, I know not but Iwill venture to ſay that this 
more eaſy method is horridly ann eee pores g | 

FR towards obtaining SEU op, ion boon 1 e 
\. The, wound,. that. is, the alle of the 3 Fe by 
Mr, Cheleden's aral, aer deer, 


A One 
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one of the blades of à Pair 6f large polypus- forceps is to be thruſt up 
the ſinus, while the other within the inteſtine, pinches it between 
them; and then, this piece ſo pinched is to be ſnipped out by the 
repeated attacks of a pair of ſciſſars. A very tedious, and very pain- 
ful operation this muſt neceſſarily be; and by Mr. Cheſelden's on 
account, not always ſucceſsful: for, although he does ſay, - The 
* Ken e e performed, I have never found wanting a ſe- 
cond. cutting: yet, he. immediately adds, - If, after this opera- 
1 tion, there is ſtill an internal diſcharge into the gut, it may be an 


<«<- uſeful iſſue ; and continue the benefit which nature deſigned by the 


*« diſeaſe,* We ſhould alſo be very careful not to perform it, when 
the patient is troubled with the rey for I have known as, in 
that caſe, bleed to death.” _ | 

It would be no difficult matter, to abe great objections to this 
method of operating, even if the one thing intended by it was neceſ- 
ſary; I mean the extitpation of a portion of the rectum: this end 
might certainly be obtained by eaſier means: but, as that is not the 
caſe, as ſuch extirpation eee me to be n ge T 
ſhillnottentervintstie, og i deb b 
Mr. De la Faye, a dener writer of en in Prince, 
and aigentlemanits whom the: chirurgie world is much indebted, is a 
warm patron of the practice of cutting away both a part of the inte- 
* and of the nee the verge af e anus. After the ex- 


JQLi: S 151 Neils Nane en. 199 4140 42 tern 
370} 2:43- 20119 M191 : 000 enten tn $2 £434 $634 4 | 


X This is x:metbod of making an iſſue; to which few Ae wel (I believe) Ha | 


to ſubmit: ſpecially, if they conſider, that they, might have enjoyed all the denefit of it, 


without any operation at all; merely by leaving their diſcaſe to nature. The ſame gen- 
tleman, ſpeaking of the inteſtine rectum, tells us, that he once applied a cauſtic length 


Ways ft Me dnnde Sp We A ertell ght; t cute à protipius;; and: adde thit ir proved ſue- 
fe@fv),:3/Fhis!IAmealivaſtGoreyrfons Wh eee eee waer n 
er offjon to make the ſame attempt. 
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ternal . ineiſion, neceſſary for letting out the matter, has ſbaen made, he 
ſays. f: Si des pus a fait un progres. conſiderable du, cote de la feſſe, 
on fera une autre incifion, qui tombeta perpendicularemęnt ſur 
4 Pindiſion, longitudinale ; on coupera les: angles formen par bes inęi · 
ions, paur rendre lehcterieur de la playo plas: darge que le fond, & 
pour panſer plus aiſement!” If the maiter has extended itſelf 
conſiderably toward the buttock, another inciſion ſhould be made, 
in ſuch manner as to croſs the former; the angles formed by which 
f ancifions ſniouii be cut away as well to render the external part of 
the Wound larger than the internal, as eee the more 
u obnvenient application of dreſſings to the ſo te. 
„If Mr. De la Faye bad ever, in his on perſon, had Ab en 
to experience the inconvenience ariſing from the loſs of ſkin near to 
the fandament; or had he attended to that which it produces to thoſe, 
who eithor from choice, or: mocoſſit y, ride ar Walk much, I am in : 
clined to believe he would have been more ſparing of t. 
For the finſt three or four days, this kind of inciſion does, An 
teydetſ che applibations of: drefiings more conyenient; beeauſe the 
wound is thereby conſiderably enlarged; but, as oon as digeſtian has 


| {often the edges of the ſmgle perpendicular ancifion, that . difference 
ceaſes; and the ane be applied with equal — * one 
as to the other... +. Nie 31 l i 


+ 


- - Aſter this period. is paſt, the, droge tern Gewinde 
much more conſiderable; the cutting away the angles, adding not a 


little to the length of time requiſite for a cure; rendering the ſore 
much larger, and more troubleſome; and ſubjecting the patient, very 
often, to great inconvenience, big! from the kind of tre; which 


it hecellarly produces. 11 ER w. 
Mr. De e ede r the. e de 
probes or — 98 WEIS age ng. Frau 
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divifion of the inteſtine, adds, On ne ſe contente pas aujourdhui 
** de couper la fiſtule entre les deux extremites du ſtilet; on fait une 
« inciſion qui renferme dans ſon circuit ces deux extremites : et par le 
« moyen de laquelle, en les tirant en meme temps, on emporte toute 
« la fiſtule, qui ſe trouve comme embrochée dans Vanſe formee par 
« cette inſtrument: * on fait enſuite a la partie inferieure de la playe, 
«« une inciſion, qui ſert comme de goutiere a la ſuppuratian.” The 
« preſent practitioners do not content themſelves with merely dividing 
« the ſinus; but makipg uſe of the probe as a kind of loop, they pull 
the parts towards them; and then, by a free and almaſt circular in 
ciſion, cut out the whole fiſtula; after which, they make ſuch. an 

* inciſion in the lower part, as u beſt warne the ann a fine 
1 Aiſhargs of, cater; 1105 11 100 * 


ty 


* 11 might be ſuppoſed, = the manner in which this i is yo that the method 
was a modern invention: whereas it is, on the contrary, a very old one. Guido's de- 
ſcription of it is. as follows. Penetrantes fiſtulæ N Rhazin) non . 
4 niſi cum ligatione, et extractioue cum falce. 
„Modus inciſianis cum falce eſt, quod, extrahatur cum „ chern eig . 
40 tum poſſibile erit inteſtinum comprehenſum per 75 chordulam; et poſt intromitten- 
« dum poſitum ab Albucaſi bene ſcindens ; totum illud, quod comprehenſum eſt cum 
« chordula ſeindatur; ita, quod chordula expediatur.” _ Go. 


So alſo Brunus, having deſcribed the method by ligature, goes on to that by inciſion. 


* Operatio autem ſecundi modi eſt, ut non ſtringatur ſpacus [the ligature] ſicut nar-- 
10 ratum eſt ad ineidendas carnes, ſed- ligentur tantum ipſius extremitates ſimu], et ut ſit iſte- 
oO . fpacus fortior et groſſior illo qui,carnes incidit: deinde extende ſpacum cum unã ma- 

« nuum tuarum verſus exteriora, et cum alters manu tua incide illas carnes quæ ſunt 
e inter illas duas extremitates ſpaci, cum inftrumento curvæ extremitatis.”  _ - 
This is exactly, what is now. by ſome called, Cutting upon the Wire; and I have ſeen; - 
in the hands of avery ingenious gentleman, a ſingle inſtrument, very capable of execu- 

ting all this purpoſe 3, that is, of cutting out ten times as much as ever can be neceſſary. 

The ſame account is to — found in Lanfranc, Rogerius, and moſt of the old writers; 


who, in this, as in moſt other „ have done n more than merely copy each 


other. ” 
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This method, as far as regards the mere operation, is, certainly, 
preferable to that with the forceps and ſeiſſars; but it produces the 
| ſame deſtruction of the parts, and the ſame future inconveniencies; 
like that, it is built upon a ſuppoſition, that ſuch a removal of parts 
is neceſſary toward a cure; and, therefore, oo words ſtands _ a 
ſuppoſition which is not true. | HCH ene 

The ſame gentleman, in another paragraph; admits; that this me- 
thod of operating is not proper in certain circumſtances :' (which cir- 
cumſtances cannot poſſibly render the diſeaſe eaſier of cure); and-in 
ſuch caſe, adviſes the mere longitudinal ſection of the gut. Ne- 
6m anmoins, le canal fiſtuleux pourroit Etre fi profond, ou le trou ex- 
11 terieur de la fiſtule dans un lieu de la feſſe ſi eloigne du fondement, 
«© qu' en faiſant operation de la maniere qu' on vient de decrire, on 
15 emporteroit une trop grande portion de la ſubſtance. En ce cas on 
« ouvre ſur une fonde canelce la fiſtule dans fa longueur,” &c. Ne- 
« © verthelcſs, the fiſtulous hollow may be ſo deep, or the external ori- 
© fice in the buttock at ſuch diſtance from the anus, that, if the ope- 
ration be performed in the manner juſt deſcribed, it would occaſion 
©" too large a loſs of ſubſtance. In this caſe, the'finus muſt be opened 
" © lengthways, by means of a grooved 4 director. . Mr. De la Faye does 
not, indeed, ſay, in expreſs terms, that this longitudinal diviſion will 
be ſufficient for a cure; but I will venture to ſay for him, that I know, 
from repeated experience, that it Will. The obſervation, therefore, 
which this gentleman | has made, Concerning the loſs of ſubſtance, is 
not only juſt and true in itſelf; but it is allo an obſervation, which, if 
properly attended to, will lead to a truth, which he does not ſeem ta 
have been Cufficiently apprized of; which is, that every operation of 
this ſort, (chat is, every extirpation of parts,) is unneceſſary, and 
therefore. wrong. Large hollows, in which conſiderable quantities of 


118.8 


matter have been formed; whoſe extent, with regard to the Guy gen 
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is deep; and whoſe orifice is in the buttock, at a diſtance from the 
anus, have always more induration about them, and diſcharge a larger 
quantity of gleet, than thoſe which are ſmaller, more ſhallow, and 
thinner; and whoſe matter has burſt its way out, by an opening near 


to the fundament. If the former then are curable, by a mere longi- 


tudinal diviſion of the inteſtine, without exciſion, which Mr. De la 
Faye, by his preſcription, in ſome meaſure allows; (and which is a 
truth beyond contradiction or conteſt) ſurely extirpation muſt be un- 


neceſſary in the latter. It can hardly be ſuppoſed, that nature will be 


able to do more in caſes attended with increaſed difficulties and impe- 
diments, than in thoſe where every circumſtance is more favorable, 
every hindrance leſs. And yet, whoever cuts away a portion of the 
inteſtine in the latter, and omitting, or not performing, ſuch opera- 


tion in the former, finds that they will do well without it, muſt rea- 


ſon in that manner, and ſhut his eyes againſt conviction, - + .' 
MI. De la Faye is, indésd, ſenſible of the ill conſequences which 
| ſuch treatment produces, and has endeavoured to guard againſt, them 
as well: as he can; but whoever has been ſo unfortunate, as to have 
been ſo treated, knows, that all theſe precautions are, in general, in- 
effeRual: his words are, Lorſqu on a coupe dans operation | une 


1 portion conſiderable du bord de l'anus, & que les chairs commen- 


% cent a remplir le vuide, il faut mettre dans Touverture de cette par- 
et tie une tente, un peu courte, qui en empechant le retreciſſement lui 
% conſerve ſon diame tre. When a conſiderable portion of the 
* verge of the anus has ben cut away in the operation, and new fleſh 
0 begins to fill up the void ſpace, a ſhort tent ſhould be introduced i into 
the part, in order to hinder the fundament from contracting in its 
1 aeg -=-but which it will often do, in ſpite of all the tents io 
the world, NI. 83 F 1. 216 1 „ll 21. 137 Dh 
TUNES * 
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Mr. Le Dran, a writer and ptactitionet of conſiderable fene in 
Paris, and whoſe works have been tranſlated into Engliſh by Mr. Ga- 
taker, is very particular with regard to this diſeaſe, and the method of 
treating itz and is alſo an advocate for this exſcinding W even 
more than Mr. De la Faye. 
| This gentleman uſes the term fiſtula, without 47 vegaeil to & date 
of the diſeaſe, or any attending eircumſtances, except the common and 
_ almoſt gneceſſary appearances, when an abſceſs of this kind has been 
ſuffered to burſt, viz. a ſmall orifice, ſome degree of induration, and 
a diſtharge.of fæcal matter: all which are circumſtances, that neceſ- 
favily accompany every abſceſs formed in the neighbourhood of, and 
piercing, the rectum: and: this, at the very firſt hour, full as much as 
at any time after. So that, according to this matuicr of  ufing the 
term, a abfceſs ſo circumſtanced, and a fiſcula, are fynonimous: 
which, I apprehend, cannot be, withbut-confounding together two 
things materially and eſſentially different krom each other. IIe ſays, 
Me s ois un petit trou a coté de Janus, je ſens des calloſités autour, 
iet je vois ſortir par ce trou une aſſez grande quantits de pos: je 
«« conclus que c'eſt une fiſtule qui peut · etre intereſſe I inteſtin rectum 
e vois ſortir par ce trou un peu de matiere ſteteorale delayce ; on 
4. hien le malade me dit, qu'il en ſorte-quelqueſeis;; je ne doute plus 
due le boyau ne ſoit perct; et je dis que c'eſt un fiſtule complette. 
bt When I fee a ſmall orifice by the ſide of the anus, and perceiye a 
E hadneſs round about it, and find that it diſcharges à large quantity 
P of matter, I conclude,. that it is a fiſtula, which, moſt probably, 
£: affects; the toctum. When I find ſomething like faxces diſcharged 
fiom this orifice, or mixed with what is diſcharged from it 3 or/the 
patient informs me, that fuck kind of- diſcharge is made; Leall the 
« diſeaſe a complete fiſtula.” ---This is, undoubtedly, the general, cuſ- 
tom ; Ern which, the diſeaſe, in dhe ſtate Mr. Le Dran 
dM Jl | has 


— 
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Has deſeribed it, may have no one true charadteriſtic of a fiſtula ; nor 


require any of that treatment, which is ſaid to be neceſſary and 2 8 750 


in ſuch caſe. A matter of great conſequence to the patient. 

In the operative part of the treatment of the diſeaſe, Mr. Le Dran 
warmly eſpouſes the free removal, or extirpation of parts. S'il ne 
« Feſt que d'une cote, il faut emporter ce qui eft denue ; certain que 


« fi Von le laiſſe, la playe reſtera fiſtuleuſe ; et qui ſi Von ſe contents: 
« de le fendre, les deux lambeaux flottans dans la playe rendront les 
% panſemens tres difficiles, et meme la playe fiſtuleuſe. If the 


diſeaſe be on one fide only, all that part of the inteſtine, which is 
laid bare by the matter, ought to be cut away; becauſe, it is cer- 
. tain, that if ſuch part be left in the wound, it will become fiſtulous ; 


and that, if we only make a ſimple diviſion, the divided lips will 


hang looſe and floating in the wound; will render the © 4 armed of 
dreſſings difficult, and make the. fore fiſtulous. 


Theſe are Mr. Le Dran's words and ſentiments : and this the! me- 


thod of practice, which is taught, and followed by the majority. 
That ſome ſmall part of this proceſs may be neceſſary in the true, 
old, callous, fiſtulous ſore, I do not deny; (though not even then, 
in any degree equal to the above direction) but that the whole of it is 
abſolutely unneceſſary in the recent abſceſs, I can, from repeated ex- 


perience, venture to affirm: That mere diviſion of the naked inte- 
ſtine (if ſuch diviſion be dreſſed properly) will not render a ſinus fiſtu- 


lous, which was not ſo before, is a ttuth as clear as any in Euclid; 


and, indeed, it is to me matter of wonder, how ſuch opinion could 


ever he embraced, - The diviſion of. the inteſtine, by laying the cavity 
of the ſinus open, deſtroys or removes the principal circumſtance which 
can make ſuch a caſe reſemble a fiſtula; by converting a hollow finous 
ulcer into. an open: one: and with regard to the other characteriſtic, in- 

3 certain Wide! that if the knife does not find the parts. hard. 
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it cannot poſſibly, make them ſo; on the cantrary,. it puts them unden 
.% neceſſity of, undergoing ſuch a degree of ſuppuration, as, if property: 
managed, will prove the cure of that very in duration. 

M. Le Dran ſays, © That the lips of the wound will n ere ; 

r will. render the dreflings difficult, and the ſore fſtulous,”, I think,, I 

underſtand what Mr. Le Pran means: the tumid lips of the recently - 

made ingiſion, will, certainly, be a hindrance to the cramming in a 

quantity of dreſſings; and, ſuch attempts will, as certainly, increaſe 

the tumefaction and hardneſs; and, if perſiſted in, with: the help of 

1 a little eſcharotic, may hid fair for producing a callousſore t but all 

| this, lies at the door of the ſurgeon, and not of the caſe: all this is 

unneceſſary, improper, and pernicious. I cannot, under ſuch treat- 

ment as I would call good ſurgery, conceive the tumefaction; and in- 

flamed ſtate of the lips of the divided gut to remain more than a few- 

days; during which time, it muſt be the buſineſs of art to appeaſe, 

relax, and produce: ſupputation; which, if, properly executed, will 

infallibly prevent all _—— towards a _ inftrad: = pro- 

ducing one. . +} ? 

„That the lips of W edi in . a N früh 

cch other, in ſuch mannet as to, admit a large quantity of lint; and 

1 that the membranous ſtructure of the part will render ſuch lips large, 
| and ſubject to inflammation, until ſome degree of ſuppuration comes 
on, is beyond: all doubt; but neither of theſe are reaſons for extirpa- 

tion: for the inflammation will be full as high where a piece is cut 

aut, as where the part is merely divided, and all the ſymptoms of 

pain and uneaſineſs full as great, if not greater : and with regard to 

the impracticability of putting in a quantity of dreſſing, I repeat, 

that it 1 18 not. at all neceſſary; but it that, on the contrary; it is wrong, 

and tends only to miſchief, A doſſil or two of fine lint ſhould, im- 

mediately after the. Tony: beiplaced between the divided. 


Ti — " 


lips, 
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lips, by paſſing them from the cavity of the rectum, laterally into the 
cavity of what before ſuch diviſion was the ſinus: theſe ſhould not be 
removed, until either the beginning ſuppuration, or the neceſſary ac- 
tion of the gut in going to ſtool, throws them out; when their place 
ſhould be ſupplied with others of equal ſize, imbued with an en ſoft 
digeſtive. 

If the patient be in | health, the lips of this bund, like thoſe in all 
other membranous parts, after they have been crude, tumid, and in- 
flamed, and have, for a few days, diſcharged a thin, diſcoloured kind 
of gleet, will begin to ſuppurate : if ſuch ſuppuration be by proper, 
that is, by ſoft,. gentle treatment, encouraged, not only the tumefac- 
tion and inflammatory, hardneſs brought on by the inciſion; will ſoon 
ſubſide and diſappear, but alſo all the talen which attended the 
ſinus before it was laid open. Vn 

On the other hand, if the ryan habit be bad; ad; no doch i in- 


fammatory tumefaction ſucceed to the incifion but, inſtead of it, the 


lips of the wound are ſoft, flabby, and inclining to be livid, the caſe 
has, undoubtedly, an unpromiſing appearance; but the remedy. is not 
chirurgical: removal of parts. will not remove, or amend this. ſtate of 
the ſore, or at all leſſen the hazard ariſing from it: it may, indeed, 
render the introduction of dreſſings ſomewhat more eaſy; but it nei- 
ther will, nor can, make ſuch dreflings at all more effectual, or more 
conducive to the. one end which ought to be purſued, | 
In ſuch caſe, the remedy. muſt; be an internal one; and whoever hs 
pends upon externals, will give his "oath aa unneceſſary trouble, 
and only waſte his tie. 
The truth) is, this doctrine of the e of cutting out a portion 
of thi inteſtine, . (though it is as old, renn older than Celſus *) 
GP o is 
* © In hæc genera demiſſo ſpecillo; duabus lineis incidenda cutis eft, ut media inter 


„eas habenula tenuis admodum injiciatury 1 ne protinus ora coeant, ſitque locus aliquis 
"0 | | _ linimentis, * 
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is almoſt a neceſſary conſequence of the manner in which theſeſores, 
(upon a ſuppoſition of their being fiſtulous) almoſt always have been, 
and do ſtill continue to be, generally treated- I mean, the cuſtom of 
cramming them full of lint ; and of charging that lint with medicines, 
which, though uſed under more gentle appellations, are really eſcha- 
rotics. Upon this plan, I am willing to allow, that the lips of the 
divided inteſtine will be in the way ; and prove a conſiderable impedi- 
ment in the introduction of ſuch dreflings; and I will alſo allow, that 
by means of ſuch medicines, the whole wound will be irritated, in- 
flamed, and hardened; and ſo far wear the appearance of being fiſtu- 
lous, as neither to yield good matter, nor be Wan to * at _ 
not till nature has got the better of the ſurgeon. 
What Mr. Le Dran fays, in another paragraph of the ſame tract, 
may ſerve to ſtrengthen what I have afferted.---** S'il eſt denus des 
4 deux cotés, il faut pour le conſerver, faire à Vautre feſſe une contre- 
« ouverture, pres de 12, & la faire afſez longue pour pouvoir panſer 
r commodement; puis ecouter ce que”! la nature fera pour lui.” - If 
©. the gut be denuded on both ſides, a counter-opening: ſhould be made 
on the other fide, long enough to permit, conveniently; the appli- 
cation of dreſſings; and then we "ſhould wait, and ſee what' nature 
. "wil do toward. aſſiſting the patient. 
A very important piece of advice this ; was all 1 the testen for 
the extirpation of -parts ; and which, if timely and duly attended to, 
will, generally, render all ſuch directions quite unneceſſary.  _ 
It is, indeed, fomewhat remarkable, that the ſame gentleman 
ſhould give the above very excellent advice; and, almoſt in the ſame _ 
- breath, add, what follows. S'il eſt denue exactement dans toute ſa 
t circonference,; & que ſon r HA ne we pas plus haut 
99 1 | a EIS 
e | . 6 
A linimentis, que quam a ti omniaque 5 modo facien- 
\ * aa, quæ in abſcefſi bus poſita ſunt,” kT. 
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ge que les releveurs de — il faut emporter tout oe qui eſt denue.” 
Af the inteſtine be bared by the matter all round, and this denuda- 
tion does not extend above the levatores ani, all that part which is 
ſo bared, ſhould be extirpated.“ That is, the whole: verge of the 
anus: all that part which is fo formed by nature, as, by its relaxation, 

to permit the largeſt and moſt ſolid ſtool to paſs out; and, by its 
conſtriction, to detain and keep in, for a while, the moſt fluid, ſharp, 
and ſtimulating one; all that part; "whieb,): when deſtroyed or remo- 
ved, not only ntvei can be renewed bui never Can have its place ſups 
plied, nor its office properly exrouted by what muſt ſuceeed to it: 
ſurely it may, with great juſtice, be ſaid, that the laſt ſtate of a man 
in theſe circumſtances, is worſe than the firſt ; and chat his med 


etz en mp 97 to 82 d Mfr 827 1 25 
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L219! 27 nu SINCE! 2, Sth 
» + To the Memoirs of the French Academy, is a ** of this kind, . by Mr. 
Faget. The patient had 7 an abſceſs on "each ary of the rectum; which, before Mr. Faget 

ſaw it, had been opened without meddling with the gut. 
The two abſceſſes communicated'by à hollow or ſinus under the edis e depth 
in all the upper part is deſcribed to be ahout two inches, but in the perineum the ſkin 
only was ſeparated; that is, the hollow was quite ſuperficial. After five. months atten- 


dance, during which time the rectum was never divided, the patient was brought to ; 


Paris; where, in a conſultation between the Meffieurs Faget and Boudon, it was agreed, 
that the only method of obtaining a cure, muſt be by extirpating, or cutting away the 
whole extremity of the inteſtine,” as deep as it was laid bare; which operation is thus de- 
ſcribed—* Je pergai d'abord le rectum de droit I gauche, avec un gros ſtilet; avec le- 
<6 quel je ſis Panſe. Je commencai a couper Je lambeau de peau qui'tenoit au coceyx, & 
je continuai tout le long d'attache des muſcles releveurs juſqu' à la parte moyenne du 
4 perince, ou il y avoit beaucoup de durets, & de calloſitez, que Jemportai je panſai 
« la playe avec un gros bourdonnet, & des lambeaux de linge trempẽs dans Peau alumi- 
4 neuſe; le tout ſoutenu par pluficurs compreſſes & un bandage convenable, &c.” Mr. 
Faget ſays, that the patient was ſix months longer in getting well, To which, I muft 


take the liberty of adding, that he was much more fortunate than ſome whom I have 


ſeen under the ſame treatment. Tus reldtor, in the reſt of the memoir, endeavours to 
U. explain 
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' Peejudige often prevents us ſrom ſeeing truth, though it ſtands be⸗ 
fore us: for Mr. Le Pran, though he ſo ſtrongly recommends the ex- 
tirpatipn gf a .pontion of the intaſtine, yet has made the ſame obſer- 
vation, og thoſe fiſtulæ which: run toa high for extirpation, as VM. De 
la Faye: he has very juſtly crematked, that they will do well without 
ſuch, operation 5. and has given ſo good, and ſo true an account of the 
matter, that it is amazing he ſhould not ſee, that the ſame method, 
both-of .5caſoping: and of ache 145.equally applicable to both caſbs.; 
that is, to thoſe H ſtule which, d nor extend bigh; as well ag. to 
Water, hich do: he: ſay 7 On trauvei ſouvent des finus qui mon- 
tent fort haut le long du rectum; & mème vers la veſſie, daus la 
Güde cellulaire qui entoure ces parties : ſinus qui ſemblent devoir 
&« rendre ces maladies incurables, parcequ u Dονν. plus haute qae-ls 


«£-doigt'he peut aller. Mais Vexperience m'appris que ces ſinus fe 
1 rempliſſerent preſque toujours dans les fix premiers eee Pour 


parler Plus NO que les chairs ſe taßprocherent, n ayant Etés 
% qu” ecattes par je pus, & pan fondues,”--=*:Sametimes,we; meet, 


with ſinuſſes. vhich run ſo high in the cela celluloſa, along the-rec- 
tum, andiup toward the bladder, that one Would be inclinede to be- 


0 rr them to be 1 ble, from "their being 2 5 the: Teach of 
6 05 
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explainghs Ay by which, the. new anus wank Shes ee ace 
old, one; and very, juſtly ſeems ig ner, why.theſurgeon; Who. flrſta hach the care. of tha 
E apd We 1 bbs, enn e eee eee of thems. 


of its having — dovs, befare.; ſhould, net, at Jegſl try — — 16 
_this experiment had been, mage, ang. che caſe, properly candufied; Iman hue doubt that 
the patient, might haue heep, cured without,cthg,Joſs.of his lugds mend: A. lo thighs. 
though: poſſibly in youth and, health be might; mot h lo ber eee * 
eee eee ab 
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Heute, thut theſe ſrhuſes 


« fill up DHA the firſt fix days. OH {fieak' more p- properly, that 


, 10, 1909998 een eee 40 eo m & %% datt an a. ho 


164 8. 8 198 T; + 4 eq $ Ait . Tomi 118 199N0111 R 3 TI I 7710 
od 111. 8 for . t6 fy it; butt an Much MORE to Ya that 
this cixeyiaſtqnce of: the ſinueſbeing oijt g the each of the fipgetꝭ is the very: individual 


N which, the exgedition of tha cure, (that, is, jthe ſhortneſs'of the'zimey in which 
| Le Dran ſays, that, he. finds theſe” Favities | filled 58 5 For if they Were 
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within the reach the finger 82 an operator, who thin this gentleman \ writes, he 
would imniediately go to work with his inſttüm kits; and if re did nothing worſe, muft 
neceflurily prolong. It has al wie ben a very genebalty-received opinion, that if the hol 
low of the ſinus be highch chm R HingEN in ano enn reach, all chirurgir operation is fruit 
leſs. There 1 $ hardly an authe anęſeng or modern, ho has. be this define, 
though daſty 4 might ave convinced them of- i its fal 
Among the reſt, Heiſtet has given us his opinion on this aa, in the mioſt poſitive 
manner: Et ſand ail digltus, in anum depreflus, fiſtulæ os attingere valet, verum il- 
Jud adhud Profundius lattty ſing vitæ perieulo, ob metum lædendarum yenarum majo- 
rum, ſectio inſſitui nequit e tunc Harp Wirf nes 0 rere. pail 2 
&* chirurgi, artificia pr ficiun | 
| This, which, as I Late able 940 0 ute? I is Lars al our wits, Bas alwa 54s 
ſtood upon the fame pfinciple, viz; the fear of bietofrilage ; apd all the propigitbrs 7 it 
have always ſuppoſed, that nothing but a diviſion of the whole lays could Ry pro- 
duce a cure; which ſuppoſition is, by no means; true. 

When the caſe is an abſceſs formed in the cellular membrane, the length of the Anus 
muſt be proportioned tothe diſtanice f the ſeat of ſuch WhIGEH from its eternal orifice : 
this is ſometimes conſiderable quite out of th redeh of the ſinger in ne; but it does; 
by no means, ſollowz hit either this ſinus muiſt be divided through its whole length; or 
my the diſeaſe carinot be cured ; aud, therefore; that it is better nut to meddle with- it at 

Frequent experience proves the eofitrary/ I all that part of it; which is WMithlh the 
za of the finger in une; (that is, all chat pure of it which is principally affected 5 che 
action of the muſeles of de anus ind tertum) be Ritly divided 1 if the wouο,j, ſo made; 
be dreſſed in ſuch manner, as to produce no Inflimmatory irritation; if it be ndt fre- 
l poked into, and examined ij and the patient's habit be properly taken care of, the 
length of the ſinus will add very little to the difficulty attending the cure; all that is out of 
reach will collapſe and Healy” Anil the'caſe will very ſoon be exaktly the dame, as „ th 
whole tiollow was within the finger dente. Ve * 
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the membranes, which, have. been, only ſeparated, and not diſſolved 
by the matter, agaip 2 proach: dach other. 227 ui ajum gd les, | 
Can any man give a more rational or more true account of this 
matter, or produce a ſtronger argument againſt cutting out a part of 
the inteſtine ? The operator's finger canngt-reach the upper patt of the 
finus] and, therefore, he cannot extirpate: but ſinuſes, iowa by 
being out of teach, 'eanhot! be extirpated, 'do well without it it, erely 

By the help of nature 3, who, when the ! 7 is diſcharged, "ay ſu 


© 17%. 4 12 2's *F1 is 


an opening made, as preyents any future lodgment, brings the ſides of 
the .cavity Fl wg and _ endeayours thereby to gbliterate it. It is 
true, that ſhe can but ſeldom, accom pliſh this end Ahr 1 mean, 

Wibußnöde the whole length of "the "Bll" the'lowet part generally 
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remaining open; though contracted, to — 9 ; this 1775 
moſt. Feequently,. abſolutely neceſſary. to divide, in order to obtain a 
cure; bug that part of the ſaid ſinus, (if. there be any) which is out 
orf che teach" of dhe lnſtrutent g guided by" the fing ger in ano, is not a 


matter of that conſequence, hich it Wnt Tye 5 17 the lofer 
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part, or What is Ys 10 reach, 1 13 eh alien . 
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x Aan itt 18 1. "a9! 5 rg "vet: Was 5 ly OI 5100 ts 57 af Self A 
The probability ofcan hamoribage from the large veſſels about: ther upper part ot the 
xeQum, is a thing which-qught,: by all mezns, ta be ayoideds. as) ig might give a-great 
deal of trouble, and greats ſome hazard; byt. the operations which, would } induce, ſuch 
apprehenſion, being quite-unneceſſaryg;this.riſque is out of, the queſſonn. 
The laſt-mentioned author (Heifter); although dn general a very exaꝗ and careful wile 
ter, ſeemny in hig qhſervatiaus on this complaint, rather to hays <ppicd, wat our prode+ 
cellors haue writzen,on it, than to have given us bat his gn experience. might have furs 
niſhed him with; the;latter would, bave convince him, that all his preparation (by bleed» 
ing, purging, &6- before the operation, is quite nes sr l that the blind fiſtulæ arg 
very little, If at all, more difficult of cure than, the open ones 3, and, that the diſeaſe in 
gueſhon.; admits of ;bejng zrgaredy, and, cured; in pregnant women, as perſectiy and, as can 


ſily as in thoſe who are not ſo. The contrary. .doarings are, Certainly, no rules of "INN 
es, however venerable they 50 be from their antiquity, - 
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moſt caſes which are curable at all, be fully: ſufficient for a cure, a8 I 
have often and often experienced. I know that this is contrary to the 
generally received doctrine; but J know it is true, and am much in- 
elined to believe, that the ſuppoſition of the neceſſity of laying open 
the whole ſinus, however deep it may run, has contributed greatly to 

the fatigue and hazard which many people have unneceſſarily under- 

gone in this diſeaſe: it has occaſioned ſuch poking with long probes, 

and ſuch cramming in of tents and dreſſings, as have proved extremely 

pernicious ; and brought on ſymptoms and trouble, which would not 
have attended the ſame caſes under other management. 

One wort more, and L have done with this part of my ſubject. As 
Ihave given my opinion ſo freely, concerning the practice of exciſion, 
a repreſentation of the inconveniences likely to ariſe from it, might, 

from me, be thought to be an exaggeration: I ſhall, therefore, take 

the liberty, once more, to quote Mr. Le Dran; who, conſidered as a 

patron of the practice, cannot be ſuppoſed to overcharge it. He ſays, 

% Cette grande playe ſera dans les commencemens pancee comme 
les autres; mais quand les chairs commencent a ſe rapprocher, elle 

* demande des attentions particulieres; ſans leſquelles, Vanus: devi- 

- 5 endroit fi-etroit/ que les excremens ne pourroyent y paſſer; pour peu 

de qu'ils ont de conſiſtence. Il faut donc alors metre juſque dans le 

es xectum une tente de linge, liſſe, aſſez longue, & aſſez groſſe, pour 

* entretenir le paſſage. Il faut meme ſur le fin, ſupplier a cette tente, 

par une eſpece de ſuppoſitoire ꝙ yvoire, -perce en forme de cannule; 

& avoir ſoin de la bien aſſujettir par la bandage, a fin qu'elle ne ſorte 

„ pas. La cicatrice etant faite, il faudra que le malade porte cette 
« ſuppoſitoire encore pres d'un an; fans quoi la cicatrice ſerreroit 

Tanus de plus en plus.“ 2 This large wound ſhould, at the firſt, 

br he, dreſſed like any, other; * but; When, the ſides begin to approach, each 


| . N it will then demand particular attention, leſt the fundament 
| TE 15 4 ſhould 
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ſhould become ſo contracted, that the feces) if: they be at all hard, 
cannot be expelled.” Therefore, in order to keep the paſſtge of a 
Proper fize,' a ſmooth tent made of linen "ſhould be introduced; 
which tent ſhould be of ſuch a ſize and length, as to ſetve the pur- 
5 poſe for which it is intended. Toward the cloſe of the cure, in the 
place of this, an ivory ſuppofitory, made in the form of a cannula, 
muſt be ſubſtituted; and kept conſtantly in, by means of a proper 
bandage. Which ſuppoſitory muſt be worn for near a year after the 
ſote is perfectly healed ; pars pete the cicatrix will contrary the anus 
. 7 full more and more every day ?: . 
This is what is called cutting 4 a fiſtula : hls is the dolce, 
ich they, who have undergone it, do ſo pathetically deſcribe and 
lament; and what they, who have the misfortune to be afflicted with 
the diſeaſe, do (from the account of others) ſo fearfully dread. It is 
true, that it has the ſanction of ſeveral eminent writers; that it is 
practiſed by many ſurgeons and chat ĩt is rerommended and exhibited 
by anatomico-chirurgical teachers; but notwithſtanding theſe autho- 
| rities, 1 _ not 17 8870 to ſay, that it is cruel, ITE and 
"pong let ü ili J cim 299 Shams}. 
That, un theſe means . n anum, and TY in ano, "M 
they are called) are cured, I make no doubt; nay, I:know that they 
are: but I alſo know from repeated experience, that they are curable 
by means, Which are more expeditious, more eaſy, and neither hazor- 
dous in the uſe, nor productive of evil in the event. I mean, by 
mere Wee diviſion. of. all chat port of the ſinus 1 Which, is within 


** lat reach ; 
. ” 1311 - " A : £ N. PLN "4 . Wy R - ö | 3 


24 


e Te which he might n added, that ain 1 this is . ad every precaution of 
this kind uſed, the patient will always find it difficult and painful, and ſometimes abſo- 


 Jutely impoſſible to retain a looſe ſtoo] an evil ſtill ne” en the trouble of expel- 
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reach; by ſoft, gentle treatment of the ſore after fuch operation ; x and | 
by proper care of the habit.“ 5 

The hemorrhage, (to ſay nothing e of the pain) 1 now and Wa | 
attends the extirpation, of, a large piece of the inteſtine and fundament, 
18 alarming, both to weak minds, and to weak bodies; and the incon- 
veniences atiſing from loſs of ſubſtance about the verge of the anus, 
either in ſtrong exerciſe, in the retention of looſe ſtools, or the expul- 
ſion of hard ones, are ſo great, that I have known ſeveral people, who 
have daily, and fincerely wiſhed for their uncut fiſtulæ again: and 
who, either from pain, or uncleanlineſs, or both, have been rendered 


truly unhappy. Ef 
In ſhort, I can venture to aſſert, from many years experience, on a 


(7, =, 


great 21 of ſubjeQs, 8 when the diſeaſe is curable by chirurgie 
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C WIE Te habit is out of "_ as it mel 7 is in ali OW wick this 
fe if -46coutſe be not had te internals, the ſurgeon will gain little ground: his is; 
a circumſtance which ought always to be attended to o and it. is, in ſome, meaſure, owing 
to A Vnf of due regard. to gt, hat we Hog ſuch 2 farrago of different dreflings; ſuch. re- 
medies for fungaus, for foul, for callous ſores, &c. Theſe diſeaſed appearances and cir- 
cumſances moſt frequently —— from diſorders i in the habit; - and if that be not £ cor- 
. reef, the fame {ppeatancts wilt dontitlue, norwittiftanddi alt out elcharotics, deter- 
gents, digeſtives, incarnatives, &c. &. Ke n St nod 1 190 

An cg kasse de fete fluggiſh habits, if the patient be hot armed by arama- 

ties, And braqed by the bark, theſs caſes, will often prove, tedigus and froubleſame. .,' ., 

] m;the induration of the parts about from the face and color of the ſore, and from 
ths 572 Vichred gleet) a charge, allofity* latent miſchief, and undiſcovered ſinuſes will 
be ſuſpected; "whereas id truth, neither! one nor the other are the cauſe of fuch diſcaſed 
appearances; ;; The adminiſtration bf ;proper remedies wil}, - moſt commonly, in a few 
days, produce ſug) AN Feergtion, as. e art of ſurgery could not (by merę extor 
nals) bring abgut ip Aa weeks, if at all all, Many ang many a fore of « chis kind have 

I'feeh brought ints the hoſpital, "which has had all theſe  difagreeable appearances, which 
Allele & and fruitfefdly, been treated with all the vatiety of extornals z and which a de- 
cbAion of the bark and rad. ſerpentariz has, in u very ſhort time; rar into W a condi- 
tion, as not to want any thing but dry lint, i | 


% 
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att; the: method which have propoſed, will, with more eaſe, expe- 
dition, and certainty, attain that end, than the method by extirpa- 


tion; and that, vithout prbducing any of thoſe very — cir- 
cumſtitices;- which' Mr. le Dran has ſo juſtly deſcribed. 


And for the truth of this aſſertion, « appeal to all thoſe hy in 


number) who have for theſe ten or twelve 17 ou . St. Bar- 
tholomew neee 
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IT H ER O I have aa the diſeaſe e as an ab- 
ſceſs, from which the matter has been let out by an inciſion, 
made by a ſurgeon; or from Which the contents have been diſcharged 
by one ſingle orifice, formed by the burſting of the ſkin, ſomewhere 
about the fundament.---I am now to take notice of its when. Ware | 
of one ſuch opening, there are ſeveral ts by 
This ſtate of the caſe generally happens, when the ng er ma= 5 
tet collected bas been large, tlie inflammation of configerabſe c= 
f tent, the adipoſe membrane very floughy, and the 1 Kin worn. very thin 
before it burſt.---It is, indeed, a circumſtance of no real conſequence. 
at all; but, from being miſunderſtood, or not properly attended to, is 
made one of additional terror to the patient, and additional alarm to 
the inexperienced practitioner: for it is taught, and frequently be- 
lieved, that each of theſe orifices is an outlet from, or leads to, à di- 
ſtinct ſinus, or hollow; whereas, in truth, the caſe" is, moſt com. 


monly, quite otherwiſe; all theſe openings are only fo many diſtinet 
review 6 of the ſkin covering the matter; and do all, be they few, o or 


abſceſs ; they neither indicate, nor lead to, 1 nor are cauſed d by Liſtive: 
«r ' "finuſes; 


a— 


rus FISTULA tx ANO 6p 


ſinuſes; nor would the appearance of twenty of 2 ee 
neceſſarily imply more than one general hollow. 

If this account be a true one, it will follow, that the chirvrpla treat- 
ment of this kind of eaſe ought to be very little, if at all, different 
from that of the preceding; and that all that ean be neceſſary to be 
done, muſt be, to divide each of theſe orifices, in ſuch manner, as to 
make one cavity of the whole, This the probe knife will eafily and 
expeditiouſly do; and, when that is done, if the ſore, or, more pro- 
perly, its edges, ſhould make a very ragged, uneven, appearance, the 
removal of a ſmall portion of ſuch. irregular angular parts, will an- 
ſwer all the purpoſes of making room for the application of dreſſings, 
and for producing: a ys even cicatrix, after the fore ſhall be 
healed; , . 

When — quantity; of 1 evatton 1. boen receatly. let out, 
and the internal parte are not only in a crude, undigeſted ſtate : but 
have not yet had time to collapſe, and approach each other; the inſide 
of ſuch cavity will appear large and, if a probe be puſhed with any 
degree of force, it will paſs in more than one direction; into the gellu- 
lan membrane, by the ſide of the rectum. Bat let not the unrxperi- 
enced, practitioner be alarmed at this, and immediately fanſy that there 
are ſo many diſtinct ſinuſes ; neither let him, if he be of a more hardy 
diſpoſition, go to work immediately with his director, knife, or ſciſ- 
: ſars : let him inlarge the external wound, by making his inciſion 
freely let him lay all the. ſeparate orifices open into] that cavity: 
let him divide the inteſtine lengthwiſe by means of his finget in ano: 
let him dreſs lightly. and cafily; let him pay proper attention to the 
habit of the patient; and wait, and fee whit a few days, under ſuch 
conduct, will produce. By this, he will frequently find, that the 
large cavity of the abſceſs will become ſmall and clean; that the in- 
duration, round about, will gradually leſſen; that the probe will not 


paſs 
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paſs in that manner into the cellular membrane; and, «conſequently, 
that his fears of a multiplicity bf ſinuſes were groundleſs. On the con- 
trary, if the ſore be crammed, or dteſſed with irritating, or eſcharotic 
medicines, all the appearances will be different the hardneſs will in- 
crèaſe, the lips of the wound will be inverted, the cavity of the ſore 
will remain large, crude; and foul; the diſcharge will be thin, gleety, 
and diſcoloured ; the patient will be uneaſy and feveriſch: and, if no 
new cavities are forted by the irritation of parts, and ebnfinement of 
matter; yet the original one will dave no opportunity of conttacting 
ſelf; and may, vety poſſibly,” beeothe truly fiſtulous .. 
IT will not ſay, that there never is more than one ſinus, running 
along the fide of the inteſtine (I mean, on the ſame ſide) but Iwill 
venture to aſſert, that, for one inſtance, in which the caſe is really fo, 
ſorty ate fuppoſed; atid:tdlked: of; Diſtinet and {eparite” openings in 
the ſkin; from the Time'cavity, or inagdlars%oriiibo} bf perfectly 
diſtinex ſinuſes/ rufning along the inteftine oft therme 487 ave very 
far from being ſo they ate very aneontaon, 152093 Hiw yiiveo o 55 
-1 ſhould he ſorry ko hate fel a: wtfeuritraction ue pn what I 
have fad) av to have t fuppoſed] that I mndde ghtlef d defects; which ! 
every body knows; is, fometitnes, attended wich wefy trotbleforgdeire? 
cumſtandes : o that I makeĩ pretenſion to any particular fecrer method 
of treating'its: orf that I tflink : myſelf more dapable of conductihglit- 
thai the generality of practitioners i as nne of) theſe are tłus, Þlhould! 
bel fSrEy, t have them imputed to- Mb. „I db ae ivhat is um! 
doubtedly true,) that thistdiſdaſe, in ſome comrftitutions, and under 
ſome citoumſtances, will engage tha attention, and exe the judg- 
ment of the beſt and moſt able practitioner; but, on the other hand, 
P muſt fepeatj that a great deat ef the trouble, Which jt is ſometimes 
attended with, "does not ariſe from tlie diſeaſe itſolf, but from thiſeons! 
ception, and improper treatment. {(teubary i od 2RDO1 NONE h 
4 0 | I have 
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: 1 L;have freely, and without reſerve, felated that ,metbod: of treat- 
meint, which I have found to be moſt ſucceſsſul; not do I know any 
applications, which ate at all ſpecific, or more proper for this kind of 
fore: than farcalk others, in parts of the ſame ſtructure: the moſt ſim- 
ple, and they which give the leaſt pain are the beſt: neither theſe, 
nor mere dry lint, ſhould ever be introduced in larger quantity than 
can be admitted and borne with eaſe; that the ſore may not be di- 
ſtended, but a fair opportunity. given to nature M2. Gontrafh, it. e 
a. b Ile a2rs Hus AH Sd, uta Gene 
This every practitioner may be capable of executing, hace. ite con- 
Gifts more in-abſtaining-frory doing miſchief, than in doing any thing 
- which may require particular judgment or dexterity. It is true, that 
the method: which I have propoſed, will conſiderably leſſen the chirur- 
Sie apparatus of inſtruments and dreflings ; 5 but it will be attended with 
ſucceſs, and produce that which every patient has a right to expect ; 
from his ſurgeon z firm cure, in a ſhort ſpace of time, and with the | 
leaſt EY e NA 
% pp | - 

Tt ſometimes = that the matter of an abſceſs, "SLAP juxta 
- anum, inſtead of making its way out through the ſkin, externally near 
the verge of the anus, or in the buttock, pierces through the inteſtine 
only. This is n is. alle blind internal fiſtula: Fifule borgne 
interne. + enen ee. 

In this caſe; * the diſcharge — been made, che greater part of 
* tumefaction ſubſides, and the patient becomes eaſier. If this does 
not produce à cure, which ſometimes, though very ſeldom, bappens, 
ſome ſmall degree of induration generally remains in the place where 

the original tumor was; upon preſſure on this hardneſs, a ſmall diſ- 
charge of matter is frequently made per anum; and ſometimes the 
expulſion of air Took! the cavity of the abſceſs into that of the inte- 
as tine, 
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ſtine, may very palpably be felt, and clearly heard; the ſtools, parti - 
cularly, if hard, and tequiring force to be expelled, are ſometimes 
ſmeared with matter; and although the patient, by the burſting of the 
abſceſs, is relieved from the acute pain which the collection occa- 
ſioned, yet he is ſeldom perfectly free from a dull kind of uneaſineſs, 
eſpecially if he ſits for any conſiderable length of time in one poſture. 
The real difference between this kind of caſe, and that in which there 
is an external opening (with regard to method of cure) is very immate- 
rial; for an external opening muſt be made, and then all difference 
"ceaſes. - In this, as inꝰthe former, no cure can reaſonably be expected, 
until the cavity of the abibeſs, and that of the rectum, are made one ; 
and the only difference is, that in the one caſe we have an erifice at, 
or near, the verge of the anus, by which we are immediately enabled 
to perform that neceſſary operation ; in the other, e muſt make, one. 
Some of the beſt of the modern writers have, I think. epreſented 
this ſtate of the diſeaſe, lin ſuch manner, as to make it ſcem ta labour 
under difficulties, which I cannot ſay that I ever found it really did; 
and have thereby thrown the nr * e andetronhle, on 
-what-i 18 generally clear, and eaſy. 1995441 signing 
In Mr. De la Faye's very * Had eee an 
x paſſage. Lorſque les. flſtules n ont pas d'ouverture externe, & 
* que rien ne deſigne le lieu on il faut faire operation, il y a deux 
* moyens de le decouvrir. Le remier eſt de Vinvention de feu. Mr. 
„ Thibaut, qui portoit- le digt index dans l'anus, & le recourboit ; 
0 < enſuite en le tirant un peu a lui, pour ramener a Vextericurple foyer 
de la matiere ; tandis qu'il prefivit avec un autre doigt les environs 
* du fondement: la douleur qu il cauſoit au malade marquoit le lieu 
ou il falloit faire I inciſion pour rendre la fiſtule complete. Le ſe- 


ceond eſt de Mr. Petit, qui met dans Vanus Pendant vingt- quatre 


* heures une tente qui touchant Louvertureideniathſiale,, empeche le 
| 1 ; C6 | pus 
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% pus de s ecouler, & le ramaſſe en. aſſea grande quantité pour faire a 
«& Textericur une tumeur, qu indique le lieu ou il faut faire ropera- 
tion.“ When fiſtule have no external opening, and there is no 
mark, whereby ta diſtinguiſſi the place where the operation ought 
to be performed, there are! two methods of : diſcovering it; the firſt 
is, that of the late Mr. Thibaut, who put his fore-finger into the 
rectum; and curving it, endeavoured to bring the foyer, (that is, 
the hollow which furniſhes the matter,) nearer to the external part 
of the fundament; while, with his other finger, he preſſed all the 
parts round about: the pain which he, by theſe means, gave to the 
* patient, marked out the place where the inciſion ought to be made, 
in order to render the fiſtula complete. The ſecond method is, that 
„of Mr. Petit: He put into the anus, for the ſpace of twenty-four 
< hours, a tent; which, by ſtopping up the orifice of the fiſtula, hin- 
dered the matter from running out into the cavity of the gut; and 
forced it to be collectèd in ſuch quantity. as to form an external tu- 
mefaction, ſufficient to indicate the place where the operation ought 
to be performed.” If | 
The former of theſe, as ae As it A on that ſingle circum- 
ben that the point where the pain is felt, is the exact place where 
the opening ought" to be made, is, by no means, to be depended 
upon: the latter method is operoſe, troubleſome, and, in general, 
very inſufficient for the purpoſe. If the orifice, through which the 
matter has made its way, lies high in the inteſtine, a tent cannot be 
introduced ſo as to preſs againſt it ſufficiently, unleſs it be fo long, and 
ſo large, as to occupy the whole cavity of the gut. How fatiguing, 
and how difficult, the retention of this, for twenty-four' hours, muſt 
be to, many people, is eaſy to imagine: if the orifice be near to the 
fundament, in the lower part of the pſig, the poſivility of clo- 
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ſing it may be ſomewhat greater; but the inconvenience muſk be 


nearly the ſame, as well as the uncertainty; :::: 


In ſhort, not to enter farther into this totally unneceſſary kind of 
practice, I would adviſe the man Wh thinks to try it, to conſider 
the ſtricture made by the contraction of the verge of the anus; the 
expanſion of the cavity of the gut; immediately above that ſtricture; 


the great dilatability of the membranes of the inteſtine, and the un- 


even, wrinkled ſtate in which it muſt neceflarily be; and then to re- 
flect, how very unlikely it is, that he ſnould, without filling the whole 
nee N or wat up a al! n wow whole exact ſituation 1. can- 


It is true, ah by diſcharge of "Y maticeiing tab cavity 5 the 5 in- 
teſtine, the fluctuation of it within the abſceſs is no more to be felt; 
the tenfion ceaſes ; the tumor, in great meaſure, ſubſides ; and, con- 
ſequently, all theſe indications of its ſituation diſappear; but I do not 
remember ever to have ſeen a ſingle caſe of this kind, in which there 
was not in the buttock, or near to the verge of the anus, either a re- 
maining diſcoloration of the ſkin; or a hardneſs, or ſomething by 
which the finger of a careful, judicious examiner, could clearly and 


certainly find where the diſeaſe was. Each of the circumſtances juſt 


mentioned, do as certainly point gut where the hollow, leading to the 
ſinus is, as the fluctuation of the matter did before the cavity burſt; 
and a knife, or lancet, plunged into this (provided it be puſhed deep 
enough) will never fail to enter the ſaid hollow. When this is done, 


the caſe! becomes what is u called r Ne and muſt be 
treated f e | (89 BONN $03 YITIED 
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Come now to that ſtate of the diſſe which why, truly and pro- 
perly, be called fiſtulöus. This is generally defined, ſinus an- 
guſtus, calloſus, profundus; acri ſanie difluens : or, as Dionis tran- 
fates it, Un ulcere profond, & caverneux, dont Ventree eſt etroite, 
„& le fond plus large; avec iſſue d'un pus acre & virulent ; & ac- 
«© compagne de calloſites.” 1 et; | 
Various cauſes may produce, or concur in producing, ſuch a ſtate of 
the parts concerned, as will conſtitute a fiſtula, in the proper ſenſe of 
the word ; that is, a deep, hollow fore, -or finus, all parts of 'which 
are ſo hardened, or fo diſcafed, as to be abſolutely incapable of being 
healed, while in that ſtate; and from which a frequent, or daily diſ- 
charge is made, of a thin, diſcolored ſanies, or fluid. a | 
Theſe I ſhall take the liberty of dividing into two claſſes, viz. thoſe 
which are the effect of neglect, diſtempered habit, or of bad manage- 
ment; and which may be called, without any great impropriety, local 
diſeaſes: and thoſe Which are the confequence of diſorders, whoſe 
origin and ſeat is not in the immediate ſinus or fiſtula, but in parts 
more or leſs diſtant; and which, therefore, are not local complaints. 
The natures and characters of theſe are obviouſly different by de- 
ſcription; but they are ſtill more ſo in their moſt frequent event: the 
former being generally cutable by proper e the latter fre- 
quently not ſo, by any means whatever. 
Under the Wert I reckon all ſuch caſes, as were originally mere 
collections of matter within the coats of the inteſtine rectum, or in 
the cellular membrane furrounding the faid gut: but which, by being 
OY neglected, grofly mifmanaged'; or, by — in habits which 
4 K 2 . were 
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were diſordered, and for which diſorders no proper remedies were ad- 
miniſtred, fuffer ſuch alteration, and get into. ew gum as to deſerve 
the appellation of fiſtule. 

Under the latter, are comprized all thoſe caſes, i in which the diſeaſe 
bas itz origin and firſt ſeat in the higher and more diſtant parts of the 
pelvis; about the os ſacrum, lower vertebræ of the loins, and parts 
adjacent thereto and are either ſtrumous, or the conſequence of long 
and much diſtempered- habits : or the effect of, or combined with, 

other diſtempers, local, or general; ſuch, as a diſeaſed neck of the 
bladder, or n gland, or urethra ; the lues venerea, cancers, .&c. 
&eefttes (tlc 2: 

Among the very low 5 wh are pts into hoſpitals, we 
frequently meet with caſes of the former kind: caſes, which, at firſt, 
were mere fimple abſceſſes ; but which from uncleanlineſs, from in- 
temperance, . negligence, and diſtempered nene, become ſuch 
kind of ſores, as may be called fiſtulous. 

In theſe the art of ſurgery is, undoubtedly, in Gs meaſure, Jai 
at. ſome, time, neceſlary ; but it very. ſeldom is the firſt or principal 
fountain, from whence relief is to be "ſought : the general effects of i in- 
temperance, debauchery, and diſeaſes of the habit, are firſt to be cor- 
rected and removed, before ſurgery can, with propriety, or with rea- 
ſonable proſpect of advantage, be made uſe of. If the patient be in- 
fected with the lues venerea, that muſt firſt be cured; if he be ana- 
ſarcous, og leucophlegmatic, chat indiſpoſition muſt be corrected; if 

he be feveriſh, that heat muſt be calmed z and if he labour under any 
of the general ill effects ariſing from foul ſkin, dirty clothing, un- 
clean, and unwholeſome lodging, &c. producing pallid countenance, 
undue ſecretions, loſs; of appetite, œdematous legs, intermittent fe- 
vers, &c. the ſtate of blood which always accompanies ſuch complaints, 
muſt. be amended before ſurgery can be adminiſtred to any good pur- 


poſe. 
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poſe. If knife, cauſtic, or whatever other external means are thought 
proper to be uſed, be applied before ſuch general evils have been cor- 
-- rected, they will do little or no good; and may do much miſchief. 
On the contrary, when the lues is corrected ; when the patient is cool, 
and gets good ſleep ; when the ſecretion of urine is ſo re-eſtabliſhed, 
the general abſorbent faculty ſo reſtored, and the ſolids fo braced, that 
the legs ceaſe to ſwell, and the patient recovers his natural appetite 
and complexion; we find the local diſeaſe, inſtead of ſtanding ſtill, 
has almoſt always made great advances towards being cured, by being 
altered in all the principal circumſtances of induration, crudity, gleet, 
&c. Whatever chirurgie operation or treatment may now be neceſ- 
ſary, will, in all probability, ſucceed immediately; whereas, all our 
attempts before ſuch care, do, and muſt prove fruitleſs. 

The ſurgery required in theſe caſes, conſiſts in laying open, and di- 
viding the ſinus, or ſinuſes, in ſuch manner that there may be no poſ- 
ſible lodgment for matter, and that ſuch cavities may be fairly opened 
lengthways into that of the inteſtine rectum: if the internal parts of 
theſe hollows are hard, and do not yield good matter, which is ſome- 
times the caſe, more eſpecially where attempts have been made to cure 
by injecting aſtringent liquors, ſuch parts ſhould be lightly ſcratched, 
or ſcarified, with the point of a knife or lancet, but not dreſſed with 
eſcharotics; and if, either from the multiplicity of external orifices, 
or from the looſe, flabby, hardened, or inverted ſtate of the lips and 
edges of the wound near to the fundament, it ſeems very improbable, 
that they can be got into ſuch a ſtate as to heal ſmooth and even, 
ſach portion of them ſhould be cut off, as may juſt ſerve that pur- 
poſe. The dreflings ſhould be ſoft, eaſy, and light; and the whole 
| Intent of them to produce ſuch. ſuppuration as may ſoften the parts, 
and my bring them into a ſtate fit for lin. 
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a If a looſe, fungaus kind of fleſh has taken poſſeſſion of the inſide 
of the ſinus, (a thing much talked of, and very ſeldom met with) a 
light touch of the lunar cauſtic will reduce it ſooner, and with better 
effect on the ſore, than any other eſcharotic whatever. 

The method and medicines, hy which-the habit of the patient was 
vhtteaed; muſt be continued, (at leaſt, in ſome degree) through the 
whole cure; and all thoſe exceſſes and irregularities, —_ my have 
contributed to injure it, muſt be avoided, | 

By theſe means, caſes, which, at firſt, have a moſt Liſigrecible « and 
formidable aſpect, are frequently brought into ſuch ſtate, as to give 
ps little trouble in the healing. 

Moro trouble muſt be ſuppoſed to attend this kind of caſe, than 
does a mere ſimple, recent abſceſs; and more time will neceffarily be 
required to bring the parts into a kindly ſtate; but, under proper con- 
duct, they will, in general, be found to do well, without any of thoſe 
operations which mankind have ſuch dread of; and which are, in ge 
neral, taught and praftiſed. 

If the bad ſtate of the fore ariſes merely from the improper manner, 
in which it may have been treated; I mean, from its having been 
crammed, irritated, and eroded ; the method of ne relief i is ſo 
obvious, as hardly to need recital. | ? 

A patient, who has been ſo Vaated has, ran, ſome degree of 
fever; has a pulſe, which is too hard, and too quick; is thirſty, and 
does not get his due quantity of natural reſt. A ſore, which has 
been ſo dreſſed, has, generally, a conſiderable degree of inflammatory 
hardneſs round about; the lips and edges af it are tumid, full, in- 
flamed, and, ſometimes, inverted; the whole verge of the anus is 
ſwollen ; the hzmorrhoidal veſſels are loaded; the diſcharge from the 
ſore is large, thin, and diſcolored ; and all the lower part of the rec- 
tum participates of the — irritatic 2, producing pain, bear- 
ing- 
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ing-down, teneſmus, &c. Contraria contraris is never more true than 


in this inſtance : the painful, uneaſy ſtate of the fore, and of the rec- 


tum, is the great cauſe of all the miſchief, both general and particular; 
and the firſt intention muſt be to alter that. All. eſcharotics muſt be- 
thrown out, and diſuſed ; and in lieu of them, a ſoft digeſtive ſhould 
be ſubſtituted, in ſuch manner, as not to cauſe any diſtention, or to 
give any uneaſineſs from quantity; over which, a pultice ſhould be ap- 
plied; theſe dreſſings ſhould be renewed twice a day: and the patient 
ſhould be enjoined abſolute reſt. At the ſame time, attention ſhould 
be paid to the general diſturbance, which the former treatment may 
have created. Blood ſhould be drawn off from the ſanguine ; the fe- 
veriſh heat ſhould be calmed by proper medicines ; the languid and 
low ſhould be aſſiſted with the bark and cordials ; and eaſe in the part 
muſt, at all events, be obtained by the injection of anodyne en of — 


| ſtarch and opium. 


If the ſinus has not yet been laid open, and the bad ſtate of parts 16 
e by the introduction of tents imbued with eſcharotics, or by - 
the injection of aſtringent liquors, (the one for the deſtruction of cal- 
loſity, the other for the drying up gleet and humidity) no operation of 


any kind ſhould be attempted until both the patient and the parts are 


eaſy, .cool, and quiet : cataplaſm, clyſters, reſt, and proper medicines 
muſt procure this; and when that is accompliſhed, the operation of 
dividing the ſinus, and (if neceſſary) of removing a ſmall-portion of 


the ragged edges, may be executed, and will, in all probability, be 


attended with ſucceſs. On the contrary, if ſuch operation be per- 
formed while the parts are in a ſtate of inflammation, the pain will 
be great; the ſore for ſeveral days very troubleſome, and the cure pro- 


longed, or retarded, inſtead of being expedited. 


Particular individual caſes may require little particularities in the - 
treatment; but what I have:drawn.s the general outline. In this, as 
, i 3 f 
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in moſt parts of phyſic and ſurgery, the firſt and great object is, to 
know what the intention is, which ought to be purſued; when that 
is clear and determined, a man of any degree of knowledge will ſel- 
dom be at a loſs for materials wherewith to execute it. 

Abſceſſes, and collections of diſeaſed fluids, are frequently formed 
about the lumbal vertebræ, under the pſoas muſele, and near to the os 


fiacrum; in which caſes, the ſaid bones are ſometimes carious, or 


otherwiſe diſeaſed. Theſe ſometimes form ſinuſes, which run down 
by the fide of the rectum, and burſt near to the fundament. 
The "diſcharges from theſe are generally large, fœtid, thin, and 
ſharp); it is, therefore, no wonder, that the ſinuſes, by which they 
are made, together with the'orifices thereof, become hard and callous; 
that is, truly fiſtulous ; but it muſt be obvious to every one, who will 
confider-it, that the chirurgic treatment of theſe ſores and ſinuſes can 
be of very little conſequence towards curing the diſeaſes from whence 
they ariſe: their ſeat-is generally out of the reach either of our inſtru- 
ments, or our applications; and their nature is not frequently found 
to be capable of being altered by medicine. However that may be, 
certain it is, that what advantage a perſon in ſuch circumſtances is at 
all likely to receive, is not derivable from ſurgery; but muſt be nn 
medicine, or from more powerful nature. F * 
| Perſons, who have long laboured under what is 8 called a 
cachectic habit, have ſometimes large collections of matter formed in 
the cellular membrane within the cavity of the pelvis; which, like 
the preceding, form ſinuſes, and burſt” their way out near the anus. 
Theſe ſinuſes, from the nature of the diſcharge, from the depth of 
the ſeat of the diſeaſe, and from the length of time which the drain 
continues, do almoſt neceſſarily become fiſtulous.---Such collections 
. do ſometimes prove ſalutary criſes ; though much more frequently | 
ak! ballen the patient's latte : but be the event which .it may, 


n : 
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although the ſore is certainly fiſtulous, yet can the art of ſurgery do 
very little, if any material ſervice. If the event be good, the criſis 
muſt be far advanced, and very nearly determined, before any opera- 
tion, or even dreſſing (except what is ſuperficial, and merely for the 
purpoſe of cleanlineſs) can be of any uſe; and if the diſcharge proves 


too much for the ſtrength of the patient, it is pretty clear, that nei- 


ther the art of ſurgery, nor indeed any other, can ayail him. 

On the other hand, if it ſo happens, that nature is ſo powerful, 
that; by means of this drain, ſhe can free the habit from its former 
diſeaſed ſtate; or if, by the help of medicine, ſuch alteration can be 
brought about, the fiſtula will not prove very troubleſome : for the 
ſame alteration, at leaſt in ſome degree, will be found to have been 
made in that; and if it be not brought thereby abſolutely into a heal- 
ing ſtate, yet it will be found to be ſo much altered in its principal 
circumſtances, that the common method, already laid down, will be 
fully ſutficient for the completion of a cure; 0 5 

We are, by authors, very frequently adviſed not to be too haſty 4 in 
the cure of theſe caſes ; as the continuance of the diſchatge may prove 
beneficial to the patient. That theſe diſcharges are now and then of 
great advantage, is beyond all doubt; but very happily for ſuch pa- 
tients, the healing or not healing theſe ſores is very ſeldom within our 
determination. We may, indeed (and I fear often do) by indiſcreet 
conduct, prevent a ſore from healing, when it is nature's intention 
that it ſhould be healed ; but when ſhe finds herſelf relievedy or be- 
nefited by a diſcharge of this kind, ſhe will generally continue it, in- 
ſpite of our moſt officious endeavours to the contrary. 

Cancers and cancerous ſores are ſometimes formed i in the cavity, or 
in the neighbourhood of the rectum, and fundament : in which they 

make moſt terrible havock, and afford moſt melancholy ſpectacles. 
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a As II do not know what will cure a cancer, I leave the diſcuſſion of 
this to thoſe who ſay that they do; moſt fincerely wiſhing; that it was 
in my power to ſay, that I _—y once in re life, en en to have 
fulfilled their promiſe. 1 + 1 

Fiſtulous ſores, ſinuſes, and) indurition: Rug the: anut, which are 
. eonſequences of diſeaſes of the neck of the bladder, and urethra, 

called fiſtulæ in perinæo, require ſeparate, and particular conſidera- 
In theſe the external openings, with the ſinuſes leading from them 
into the cellular membrane, are the leaſt part of the complaint: the 
ſtricture in the urethra, the induration of the whole neck of the blad- 
der ; the hardened fungous, enlarged, or ulcerated ſtate of the pro- 
0 gland; the diſeaſes of the verumoòntanum, of the veſiculæ ſemi- 
| nales, and vaſa deferentia, are the ou and lms a objects of con- 
ſider ation oil“ tt? 2 
| A very ſerious con ileration; they / make. Great and ma- 
a nifold dre the miſeries which are derived to mankind from theſe cau- 
ſes; and much more diligent inquiry dd they: deſetve, than they have 
yet met with: but as they do not immediately belong to my pteſent 
ſubject, J muſt omit, or, at TE to ene b ere en- 
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| 230 1 of ſurgery is thought to be ſo eaſy to underſtand, 
. io. 5 as that which relates to fractures and diſlocations. 
1 : No Every, the moſt inexpert, and leaſt inſtructed practi- 
E tioner, deems himſelf perfectly qualified to fulfil this 
part of the chirurgic art ; and the majority, even of theſe, are af- 
fronted by an offer of inſtruction, on a ſubject with which 92 think 
theraſelves already. fo well acquainted. | 

This is alſo the c opinion of a conſiderable part of the people. They 
regard e (as it is called) as no matter of ſcience; as a 
thing which the moſt ignorant farrier may, with the utmoſt eaſe, be- 
come ſoon and perfectly maſter of ; nay, that he may receive it from 
his father and family, as a kind of heritage. We all remember the 
great, though ſhort-lived reputation, of the late Mrs. Mapp. We all 
remember, 
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remember, that even the abſurdity and impracticability of her own 
promiſes and engagements were by no means equal to the expectations 
and credulity of thoſe who ran after her; that is, of all ranks and de- 
grees' of people, from the loweſt labourer or mechanic, up to thoſe of 
the moſt exalted rank and ſtation; ſeyeral of whom not on did not 
heſitate to believe implicitly the moſt extravagant aſſertions of an ig- 
notant, illiberal, drunken, female ſavage; but even ſollicited her 
company ; and, at leaſt, ſeemed to enjoy her convetſation. 

The deſite of health and caſe, like that of money, ſeems to put al 
underſtandings, and all men upon a level; the avaritious are duped by 
every bubble; the lame and the unhealthy by every quack. Each 
party reſigns his underſtanding; ſwallows greedily, and for a time be- 
lieves implicitly the moſt groundleſs, ill- founded, and deluſory pro- 
miſes; and nothing but loſs and diſappointment ever produces convic- 
tion Arts, trades, and manufactures, are allowed to be learnt, in 
general, by thoſe who have employed a proper quantity of time and 
attention in ſuch purſuits ; and it ſeems moſt ſingularly unjuſt, as well 
as untrue, to ſuppoſe. that phyſical people are the only part of mankind 
who are all either ſo dull as not to be able to learn; or ſo profligately 
wicked, as not to practiſe their art to the beſt of their judgment, and 
to the greateſt poſſible advantage of mankind. ---Surely there are, and 
always have been among us, as well as in all other claſſes, men truly 
able and perfectly honeſt; men, who well underſtand the ſcience 
which they profeſs; ; and who practiſe it not only with great ability, 
but with ſtrict integrity. I cannot be ſuppoſed to ſay or to mean this 
as a vindication of every individual. Different men have different 
powers and capacities. The multitude with us, as with all ranks and 
degrees (not excepting any) will always be deficient. Advancements 
in knowledge will always be owing. to the. i ingenuity and induſtry of a 
few particular people 3. but ſuch advancements will always, in due 
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time, more or leſs influence the reſt. They have ſo done; and not- 
withſtanding that there remains a great deal yet to be done, to bring 

ſurgery to that degree of perfection of which it is capable, yet, ho- 
ever will compare the preſent practice of it with that of a very few 
years ago, cannot juſtly, or with any er of es PINT 20 | 
commendation from his contemporaries. 
1 remember, ſome years ago, to have heard a | ike Fai thi u 
tell a jury, that he believed a country bone - ſetter knew full as much, 
if not more of the matter of his own buſineſs,” than any, the moſt 
eminent ſurgeon in the kingdom. I will not enter into a diſquiſition 
concerniug the rightneſs of n judgels opinion. Perhaps his lordſhip 
might very little underſtand the thing concerning which he decided ſo 
peremptorily; without either injuſtice or partiality, I may certainly 
ſuppoſe him to have been à much mort able lawyer than ſurgeon : and 
I believe it will alſo be allowed, that general reſlections of this kind 
are, and muſt be, the Conſteguences of a petulant attempt to be witty, 
rather than of conviction : and therefore, at beſt, are frivolous and 
idle. But, on the other hand, I am very willing to allow (what in- 
deed I have already allowed) that many parts of ſurgery areiſtilli capa· 
ble of confiderable- improvement and this part perhaps, as muell as, 
if not more tlian any; it being one of thoſe in which a general obſer- 
vance of, and rigid. adherence to old preſcribed rules, have prevented 
the majority of ptactitioners from venturing: to think for themſelves; 
and have induced them to go on in a beaten track, from which they 

| ma not only ſafely, but advantageouſly deviate, | » | 

The gegeral docttine, relative to fractures, is contained *. 880 
following heads, as parts 1 . mreamment. of thaw. ſhea 1 8 80 

N 3 Extenſion. 2 Fond e "att 
e 8 n ae | #7 wa 7 
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on n Application of medicaments. t I hot tie jails 
* T1810) AER Deligation ende 2, ie rig fo mt 100 bel IPL 
une mont ab Poſition no r ang banc: fo N 5 en 
wd Was“ 4: Frevention or relief 8 IR e UN + 
This is the general arrangement of the proving moſt: of the wri- 
ters on it, and a very juſt and proper one it is z but notwithſtanding 
the parade of books under theſe various heads, much leſs alteration 
will be met with, ſince the times of Hippocrates, Galen and Celſus, 
than an:inquĩrer might expect, or than the ſubject is capable f. 
I muſt deſite that what I have ſaid may not be: miſconſtrued. I dg 
not mean that there are not, and have nut at all times heen, men of 
particular ingenuity, ho have deviated from the common methods, 
and haye greatly improved the art; but ſtill the: common methods are 
the ſaime, and the multitude of practitionets religiouſly follqu/ them. 
Let me not therefore be charged with, preſumption or; arrogance, if I 
tay, that under almoſt every of the foregoing: heads the practice is ca- 
pable af conſiderable improvements; .imprayements which would 
how rationality and ſenſe in the ſurgeons: and produce eaſo and con- 
aeniciiceito:the patient 100; 2 ori ng owiſle vic li tag bd, ot 
I atv aware that ſome of my readers may be inclined to charge me 
with affecting to deviate from the commonly preſetibed rules; and to 
contradict opinions, which a great length of time, and a long ſucceſ- 
| ſion of writers have ee nf . 8 NN Mee 17 * 1 4 2855. 8 
WAE Dia- en 2 — oss | 
e AImberbes didicere, ſenes 'perdenida:fateri;'!1 tt » 
is a hard Jeflon ſometimes to human vanity, and what requires eme 
degree of candor to learn. But, on theiotber: hand, if it Was not 
now and then practiſed, I know not how ſuch an art as: ſurgery 
(whoſe: baſis is experience) could ever be improved. > Our. anceſtors 
Haſerve our beſt thanks for the aſſiſtance which they have given us; 


Aol A 4 | 15 f | where 


8 - 
G £4358 


D en D ISUOGA TIONS. 635 


where we find them to be right, we are obliged to embrace their opi- 
nions as truths ; but implicit faith is not required from man to man 
and our reverence for our predeceſſors muſt not prevent us from uſing 
our own- judgments. | Antient and modern are mers funds, and can 
ſignify nothing in this eaſe, unleſs with the former we can connect an 
idea of truth eſtabliſned and confirmed by time and experience, and 
with the latter, that of demonſiuble; DO ants . WIE has 
gone beformmee. le 5 on n 3d HOW 
If what Gabe is not e a verified, as con- 

firmed by experience, it muſt fink: into nothing; but if, upon trial, 
it ſhall be found by the majority, (as it has been by me and ſome 
others) to be not only true and practicable, but highly conducive to 
the eaſe and benefit of tho afflicted, it ought to have as much weight, 
though delivered by a living writer, as if it had proceeded from the 
remoteſt antiquity: its uſe; not its date, ſhould give it value. If 
practitioners, ſinee the time of Albucaſis, had been contented with his 
doctrine and never had ventured to think for themſelves, ſurgery had 
not been what it now is; and its great merit would ſtill have conſiſted 
in the multiplicity of its hot irons. In ſhort, to ſuch as think that 
we are ſeldom or never to deviate from the opinions and practice of 
thoſe ho have gone before us; I ſhall take the liberty of anſwering 
in the words of the great Mr. Locke, who ſays, the floating of other 
% mens opinions in our brains, makes us not one jot the more know- 
eing. though they happen to be true. And beaten tracks lead thoſe 
« whoſe thoughts barer te to imitation,” ” * non wu eundem eſt, 

bea que fur. BI N SEE ant Rn els 
Before I e enter on the mbhed, ihe eder will be ! me Cs to ace, 
quaint” him, that it is by no means my intention to write a regular 
wn on fractures, 1805 I think the ſubject well avg of, 
errant Hoiclo⸗ 30 + LEY fb | and 
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anch eyem requiting one. T only mean to throw out » few hints which 
zan prove intelligible and uſeful. © + 


The firſt article, in the general arrangement, is 2 e 
which may alſo he comprehended the ſecond; or counter-extenfion; 


n onder to accompliſh this; we are directed; if the fracture be of 
the thigh or leg, to place the patient in a ſupine poſture, and the 
broken limb in a. ſtraight one; then having the upper part of it held 
firm and ſteady, by proper aſſiſtants, we are ordered, by means of 
hands, ligatures, lacs, or even in ſome caſes by pieces of machinery, 

to make ſuch an extenſion or ſtretching of the imb Tengthways, as 
ſhall: enable the ſurgeon to place the ebds of the broken hene in as 
apt; that is, in ast even a. poſition, witł regard to each other, as the 
nũture of the fracture will admit. his is a ſhort” deſoriptiom of 
what, im the vulgar phtaſe, is called ſetting a broken bone; and is 
moſt. commonly a painful operation to the patient; a fatiguing one to 
the operator and his aſſi ſtants; and what is worſe, is in many inſtan- 
enen be ineffieacious ; at leaſt, not fully to anfwer the inten- 
tion of the ow” or deze Fier of the other.?“ e ee, 


32155 Ai #2 n $94 1483046 297] i 10 . il Ke Writers, 
. AY e tee r et eren £ 
3 04 "ants. e are theeefald; firſt, the-ſurgeons. hands, &c. ſecondly, 
e funes. & habenz, a fort of bandage fit to pluck at, in order for extenſion ; F thirdly, 
40 there are . & machinemata, engines uſed by us, and invented by the ancients,” 
e enden Fatto m7 TOTO peta, 
The very mention of funes, hail as and aac Mn foree ex- 
ceeding that of mere hands- A degree of; force, which in a fracture never can be 
wanted, if the limb be rightly placed; a degree of force which muſt, in the nature of 
things, do miſchief; and a degree of force, whoſe whole effect, however great, muſt 


ceaſe immediately upon itz being” ramnoved ; led aue fracture be pattieularhy en , 
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There ae not N nen ſurrounding a had though e 
ture, having been torn by extenſion, and ſpaſm and other miſchief thereby produced. 


See cautions on this 1 laid down | by many old writers, unn by Galen and 
' Albucaks, 5 
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Writers, in general, are very preciſe and formal in the directions 
which they have given, for the due and proper accompliſhment of this 
purpoſe. They have told us, that the extenſion ſhould be made 
flowly and gradually; and ſhould be continued till the ends of the 
bone are ſeparated from each other ſufficiently to admit of the fracture 
being ſet without riſque of breaking off any points or inequalities, 
and to enable us to place them perfectly ſmooth and even. All this, 
like many other of the preceptive parts of phyſic and ſurgery, is very 
pretty on paper, but not often found to be practieable in the chamber. 
The direction to continue the extenſion until the ends of the bones 
are at a certain diſtance, lengthways from each other, plainly implies 
a conſiderable degree of violence; the limb- muſt, by ſuch force, be 
not only made longer than its fellow, or than nature ever intended it 
ſhould be, but this procruſtian method of lengthening it is ordered to 
be executed while the limb is in ſueh poſition as to put all the muſcles 
moſt on the ſtreteh, and renden them leaſt likely to yield to it. No, 
not to ſay a word of the great probability of the points and edges of 
the fracture wounding the ſurrounding muſcles, or of ſueh wounds be- 
ing more painful, or worſe in their conſequences, when inflicted on 
parts thus ſtretched, or of the addition that ſuch force muſt make to 
the laceration already necoſſarih made by the fracture; I fay, not to 
mention a word of all this, can the method- itſelf (without conſider- 
ing any accidental, adjunct circumſtances) be practiſed in every frac- 
ture, or even in the majority of fractures? Will it be done properly 
by the rude, the inattentive, and the ignorant ? if attempted by ſuch, 
will it not be, is it not, frequently productive of pain, tumefaction, 
inflammation, and extravaſation; which are ſet to the account of the 
nature of the fracture, and to inevitable neceſſity? and when done 
ever ſo properly, will it, can it, in an oblique or ſplintered fracture, 
anſwer the purpoſe it is intended for, or produce a more happy coap- 
tation? 9 „ 
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+, Whence, ariſe; theſe. evils ? from whenes proceed the, difficulty and 


the fo frequent diſappointment ? OV UT WOT” he 

In onder to underſtand this rightly, let us for a. moment conkider, 
what | is or ought to be,meant by | the terms extenſion, and counter-ex- 
tenſipn, a and why. they | become neceſſary; for.if the greater part of the 


pain attending ſuch method, and the frequency of diſappointment, 


41 


| both. to patient and | ſurgeon, ſhould be found to ariſe from this part of 
the proceſs z, and that ſuch part can be either diſuſed without prejudice, 
or altered with advantage, we ought. to think ourſelyes happy en 
it in our power to correct our error. milriua od . 
„Neither extenſion, nor counter-extenſion, c: can —_ be joins ba on 
account of the e mere fracture, conſidered. abſtractedly, The broken 
ends of. the bone. or bones are of themſelves inactive: . and if not acted 
upon by other parts, they would always remain mationleſs. When 
any attempt is made to put them into motion, they of | themſelves can 
make: no poſſible refiſtance;, nor gan any be made on their part, fave, an 
accidental. one ariſing from the points of the fracture being entangled 
Wich esch other z and when they, have, been once, by he hand of the 
3 ſurgeons, placed properly, and evenly with regard to each, other, they 
uld of themſelves for ever remain ſo. What then is the reaſon why 
fractured bones always ſuffer a greater or a leſs degree of diſplacement? 
why is a broken limb almoſt always ſhorter than its fellow? what cre- 
ates the teſiſtance which we always find in attempting to bring the frac- 
tured parts aptly together? whence does it proceed, that when we have 
done all that is in our power (according to this mode of acting) the 
ends of the fracture will, in many caſes, become again diſplaced, and 
lameneſs and deformity frequently. enſue? In ſhort, what are the parts 
ar powers which act on the ene and which, i 10 ke anthems, 
e all eee ohne dus ths 
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| Theſe parts are the muſcles, the only moving powers in an animal 
body. By the action of theſe on the bones, all locomotibn is per- 
formed, and cannot be performed without them: and although all 
bones, when broken, are in ſome degree diſplaced and ſhortened, yet 
it will always be found, that in proportion as the muſcles ſyrrounding, 
or in connection with a bone, are ſtrong or numerous, or put into ac- 
tion by inadvertence or ſpaſm; ſo will-the diſplacement of the ends of 
ſuch bone, when fractured, be. The even and ſmooth poſition of the 
fractured ends of a tibia, when the fibula of the ſame leg is intire and 
unhurt; that is, when the muſcles therefore cannot act upon the for- 
mer; the viſible and immediate deformity, when both the before- men- 
tioned bones are broken nearly in the ſame place; chat i is, when the 
muſcles can act upon, and diſplace ſuch fractute; the great difficulty 
frequently met with, in endeavouring to get a broken os femoris to lie 
even tolerably ſmooth, and to prevent ſuch broken limb from being 
mach ſhorter than the other, are, among others which might be pro- 
ens ſuch ſtrong, and irrefragable proofs as need no comment. 
From the muſcles then, and from them only, proceeds all the diff 
culty which we meet with in making our extenſion; and by the reſi- 
ſtance of theſe, and of theſe only, are we prevented from being always 
able to PR the rer. of a fractured Wage? aaa into "We moſt 1 8 
contact. EI | 
Leet us in the next Wy edrifides; what it is which meet to a muſcle; 
or to the principal muſcles of a limb, the greateſt power of reſiſting 
any force applied to them ab externo, in order to draw them out into 
greater length; for whatever that is, the ſame thing will be found to 
be the cauſe of the different degrees of reſiſtance in ſetting a fracture. 
Does not the putting the muſcles in a ſtate of tenſion, or into a ſtate 
approaching nearly to that of tenſion, almoſt neceſſarily produce this 


effect? or, in other wan does not that poſition of a 3 which 
II | | | puts 
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puts its muſcles into; ot nearly into ſuch a ſtate, give ſuch muſcles an 
opportunity of exerting their greateſt power either of action or of re- 
ſiſtance ? This 1 believe cannot be denied. On the other hand, what. 
is the ſtate or poſition of a "muſcle which is moſt likely to prevent it 
from acting, and to deprive it moſt of its power of reſiſtance ? or what 
is that poſition of a limb which, in the caſe of a broken bone, will 
moſt incapacitate the muſcles from acting on, and diſplacing it; and 
in the greateſt degree remove that reſiſtance which they have it in their 
power to make to che attempts for the reduction of ſuch fracture? Is 
it not obvious, that putting a limb into ſuch poſition as ſhall relax the 
whole ſet of ' muſcles belonging to or in connection with the broken 
bone, muſt beſt anſwer' ſuch purpoſe? Nothing ſurely can be more 
evident: if this be granted, will it not, muſt-it not follow, that ſuch 
poſture of a broken limb muſt be the beſt for making the reduction; 
that is, it muſt be that in which the muſcles will reſiſt the leaſt, and 
be leaſt likely to be injured ; that in which the broken bone will be 
moſt eaſily ſet, the patient ſuffer leaſt pain in preſent, and that from 
which future lameneſs and deformity will be leaſt likely to happen. A 
little att ntion to what frequently occurs, may perhaps ſerve to illo- 
ſtrate and confirm this doctrine. better than mere aſſertion. 


What is the reaſon why no man, however ſupetficially 50 
with his art, ever finds much trouble in ſetting a fractured os humeri, 
anch chat with very little pain, and a very ſmall degree of extenſion? Is 

it not becauſe both patient and ſurgeon concur in putting the arm into 
| ſtate of flexion; that is, into ſuch a ſtate as relaxes all the muſcles 
ſurrounding the broken bone? and is it not for the ſame reaſon that 
we ſo very ſeldom ſee (compatatively ſpeaking of this bone with 
others) a deformity i in conſequence of a fracture of it? Let the reduc- 
tion be attempted with the arm extended from the body, and the dif- 
ficutty of ſetting will be much increaſed: let the arm be depoſited in 
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an extended ſtraight poſition, and the fracture will be diſplaced and lie 
, uneven. | 

Apply the ſame kind of e to the os femoris; that bone 
whoſe fracture fo often lames the patient, and diſgraces the ſurgeon. 
Will it not be more cogent, and more concluſive, in proportion as 
the muſcles in connexion with this bone are more numerous and ſtrone / 
ger? I would aſk any man, who has been much converſant with acci- 
dents of this kind, what is the poſture which almoſt every perſon 
whoſe os femoris has been newly broken, puts himſelf into in order to 
obtain eaſe, until he gets proper aſſiſtance? Do ſuch people ſtretch out 
their limb, and place their leg and thigh ſtraight, and reſting on the 
calf and heel ? I believe ſeldom or never. On the contrary, do not 
ſuch people almoſt always bend their knee, and lay the broken thigh 
on its outſide? and is not the reaſon, why this muſt be the moſt 7 
poſture, obvious ? hes - | | 
From want of attention to, or from not onderftaning theſe few 
ſelf-evident principles, many people permit their patients to ſuffer 
conſiderable i inconvenience, both preſent and future. | 
It is a maxim univerſally taught and received, that a fractured limb 
may be i in ſuch Rate, as not to admit of the extenſion neceſlary 1 for. its 
being ſet; that is, if aſſiſtance be not at hand when the accident hap- 
pens, if they Who bring the patient home, do it ſo aukwardly or rudely 
as to bruiſe and hurt the part; if from drunkenneſs, folly, or obſti- 
nacy in the patient, it happens that the limb is ſo diſordered that it is 
found to be much ſwollen, inflamed, and en n it is allowed not to 
be in a ſtate to admit extenſion. © 
This, 1 ſay, is a general maxim, and founded upon very juſt prin= 
. ciples ; but what i is the general practice in conſequence of it? It is, to 
place the limb' in an extended, ſtraight poſition, to ſecure it in that, 


and then by proper means, ſuch as fomentation, pultice, &c. to en- 
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'dexvpur to remoye the tenſion and tumor. Now if it be conſidered, 
that the ſwollen, indurated, and inflamed, ſtate of the muſcles is the 
circumſtance which renders extenſion improper, ſurely. it muſt be ob- 
vious,” that ſuch poſition of the limb as neceſſarily - puts . theſe very 
muſcles in ſome; degree on the ſtretch, muſt be a very improper one for 
the accompliſhment of what ought to be aimed at. Under this me- 
thod of treatment, the ſpace of time which paſſes in the removal of 
the tenſion, is ſometimes conſiderable; ſo conſiderable, that a happy 
and even coaptation becomes afterwards impracticable; and then this 
accident, which nine times in ten is capable of immediate relief, is 
urged as an excuſe for unneceſſary lameneſs and deformity. 5 
How then are we to conduct ourſelves in ſuch circumſtances The 
nature of the complaint points out the relief. Extenſion is wrong; 
a ſtraight poſition of the thigh or leg is a degree of extenſion, and a 
Rill greater degree of it in proportion as the muſcles are in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances as to be. leſs capable of bearing it. Change of - poſture 
then muſt be the remedy, or rather the placing the limb in ſuch man- 
ner as to relax all its muſcles, muſt be the moſt obvious and certain 
method of relieving all the ills ariſing from a tenſe ſtate of them: 
which change of poſture will be attended with another circumſtance of 
very great conſequence ; which is, that the bones may, in ſuch po- | 
ſture, be immediately ſet, and not one moment's time be thereby loſt ; 
a circumſtance of great advant⸗ indeed! for, whatever may be the 


popular or prevailing opinion, it is demonſtrably true, that a broken 
bone cannot be too ſoon. put to Ne ; as muſt appear to every one 
who will for a moment conſider the neceſſary ſtate of the muſcles, 
tendons, and membranes ſurrounding, and the medullary organs con- 
tained within a large bone broken and unſet; that is, lying in an un- 
even, irregular manner. Can any. truth be more clear, than that if 
the e den and tumefaction be ſuch chat the muſcles cannot 

bear 
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bear to be ſtretched out in the manner neceſſary for ſetting the broken 
bone, without cauſing great pain, and perhaps bringing on ſtill worſe 
ſymptoms ; the more the poſition of that limb makes its muſcles ap- 
proach toward a ſtate of tenſion, the leſs likely it muſt be that ſuch 
1ymptoms ſhould remit, and the longer it muſt: be before the wiſhed- 
for alteration can happen; and conſequently, that while the accom- 
pliſhment of ſuch purpoſe is by every other means aimed at, the poſi- 
tion of the limb ought moſt certainly to contribute to, and not to 
counteract it? In ſhort, if the experiment of change of poſture be 
fairly and properly made, the objections to immediate reduction, from 
tenſion, tumor, &c. will moſt frequently be found to be groundleſs ; 
and the fracture will be capable of being put to rights, as well at firſt 
as at any diſtance of time afterward. 

Extenſion having been made, and the broken ends of the bone ha- 
ving been placed as ſmooth and as even as the nature of the caſe will 
admit, the next circumſtance to be attended to is the application of 
ſome medicament to the limb; particularly to the fractured part of it. 
In this, different people act differently. Some make uſe of an adhe- 
ſive, or what they chuſe to call a roborant plaſter ; ſome, of what is 
commonly called - a cere-cloth ; others apply ſpirit. vini with oil, vi- 
negar, and white of egg ; and others the ſpirit. mindereri, the ſolu- 
tion of crude ſal ammoniac in vinegar and water, or ſome ſuch kind 
of medicine, | x 

To the cere- cloth, provided it neither ſticks to the ſkin, nor is ca- 
pable of irritating it, there can be no objection; neither can there be 
any to all the others, except the adheſive plaſter; that muſt for ever 
be wrong upon every rational principle. The intention in applying 
any kind of external medicine to a broken limb is, or ought to be, to 
repreſs infammation to diſperſe extravaſated blood, to keep the ſkin 
n. moiſt, and arne and at the ſame time to afford ſome, 
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though very ſmall. degree of reſtraint or confinement to the fracture, 
but not to bind or preſs; and it ſhould alſo be calculated as much as 
poſſible to prevent. itching, an, herpetic eruption, or an eryſipelatous 
effloreſcence. Adheſive plaſters of all kinds, let the compoſition of 
them be what it may, are from this one quality the leaſt likely to con- 
tribute to any of the good ends propoſed, and the moſt likely to be 
the cauſe of the contrary inconveniences, which ought moſt carefully 
to be avoided. They obſtruct perſpiration, they heat the ſkin, they 
produce itching, eruption and inflammation; and if the fracture be 
quite ſurrounded by them, and the limb be from any cauſe ever ſo lit- 
tle inclined to ſwell, they make a tight, painful, and pernicious ftric- 
ture, much greater even than a roller, and leſs likely to relax, At 
St. Bartholomew's hoſpital, we uſe a gerate made by à ſolution of ly- 
tharge in vinegar,» which with ſoap,. oil, and wax, is afterward for- 
med into ſuch conſiſtence as juſt to admit being fpread without warm 
in 5 
| 900 lies very eaſy, repels inflammation. is not adherent, comes off 
clean, and very ſeldom if ever irritates, or cauſes either herpes or 
eryfipelas. But let the form and compoſition of the application made 
to the limb be what it may, one thing is clear, viz. that it ſhould be 
put on in ſuch manner, as that it may be renewed and ſhifted as often 
as may be neceſſary, without moving the limb in any manner; it be- 
ing certain, that when once a broken thigh or leg has heen properly 
put to rights, and has been depoſited properly on the pillow, it ought 
not ever to be lifted up or moved from it again without neceſſity, un- 
til the fracture is perfectly united; and it is as true, that ſuch neceſ- 
fity will not very often occur. This may perhaps ſeem ſtrange to thoſe 
who are accuſtomed to roll ſimple fractures, and conſequently. to lift 
them up every three or four days, in order to renew ſuch kind of ban- 
dage: but the neceſſity of this motion ariſes merely from the kind of 
bandage made uſe of, and not from any circumſtance of the fracture 
itſelf. That the frequent motion of a fractured limb cannot poſſibly 


contribute 
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contribute to the eaſe of the patient, will, I ſuppoſe, be readily ad- 
mitted ; as I ſuppoſe alſo it will, that when a broken limb has been 


once depoſited in the beſt poſition poſſible, it is impoſſible to mend 


that poſition merely by taking ſuch limb up and laying it down again; 
from whence it muſt follow, that ſuch kind of apparatus as neceſſi- 
tates the ſurgeon frequently to diſturb the limb, cannot be ſo good as 
one that does not; provided the latter will accompliſh the ſame kind 
of cure as the former: the truth of which poſition will appear in the 
moſt ſatisfactory manner to any who will take a view of the method 
in which ſimple fractures are treated at the before- mentioned hoſpital. 
Such application having been made as the ſurgeon thinks right, the 
next thing to be done is to put on a proper bandage.---That uſed by 


the ancients, and by the majority of the preſent practitioners, is what 
is commonly called a roller. This is of different length, according to 
the ſurgeon's choice, or as it may be uſed in the form of one, two, or 
more pieces. Hippocrates. uſed three * ; Celſus fix ; but the preſent - 
people ſeldom uſe more than one. By fuch kind of bandage three in- 
tentions are aimed at, and ſaid to be accompliſhed, viz. to confine the 5 
fracture, to repreſs-or prevent a flux of humours, and to regulate the 
callus + : but whoever will reflect ſeriouſly on this matter will ſoon be - 
convinced, that although ſome ſort of bandage is neceſſary in every 
ſimple fracture, as well for preſerving ſome degree of ſteadineſs to the 
limb, as for the retention of the applications, yet none, nor neither of 
theſe three ende can be anſwered merely, or even principally, by ban- 


dage 


* See on this ſubject F ad. ab Aquapendente, Wiſeman, Scultetus, Hildanus, Petit, \ 


Du Verney. | 


| , . 1 
{ 1 Gi ' fn 21459 b 1 , 


+ * On applique la premiere fi ſur Pendroit meme Fra Ia fracture. Son LF-*LA doit re- 
4e pondre au centre. On fait trois tours circulaires : ce qui ſert a affermir cet endroit, 
6 qui eſt le ſeul, qui ait beſoin d' etre aſſujetti, comme etant le ſeul qui peut ſe derungen, 
, a contenir le ſuc nouricier & empecher, qu'il ne V echappe trop abondamment & trop irregu- 
& lierement a Pentour de la fracture ʒ ce qui feroit un cal tres diſforme. . Do Verge. 
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dage of any kind whatever: and therefore if this ſhould be found to 
be true, that is, if it ſhould appear that whatever kind of deligation 
be made uſe of, it cannot be a principal, but only an acceſſorial kind 
of aſſiſtance, and that in a ſmall degree and very little to be depended 
upon, it will follow, that ſuch kind of bandage as is moſt difficult to 
be applied with juſtneſs and exactitude, ſuch as is ſooneſt relaxed and 
out of order, ſuch as ſtands moſt frequently i in need of renewal, and 
in ſuch renewal i is moſt likely to give pain and trouble, muſt be more 
| improper and leſs eligible than one which is more eaſily applied, leſs 
liable to be out of order, and which can be adjuſted without moving 
the limb. 

The ancient method of applying the roller in ab of Gmple frac= 
ture of the leg or thigh, was to make * four or fve turns round the 
fracture firſt, and then to continue the bandage upward and down- 
ward, until the whole limb was enveloped properly. This was done 
in this manner with a double view; to keep the broken ends of the 
bone in their place, and to prevent the influx of humour. Modern 
practitioners, although they have the ſame ends in view, generally 
begin their bandage from the inferior extremity of the limb, and con- 
tinue it up to the top. Whether the old or the later method be fol- 
lowed, whether one or more rollers be made uſe of, the whole is exe- 
cuted while the limb is kept by means of the aſſiſtants in the fame 
extended poſture in which the opa tation was made, ſo that the whole 
bandage i is finiſhed before the leg | is depoſited on. the pillow ; in the 
doing all which, if from the tired Rar of the ſurgeon +, or either of 

** 
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his affiſtants, or if from the aukwardheſs or unhandineſs of any of 
the parties concerned, the true and exact poſition of the limb be at all 
deviated from, the ends of the bone will again be in ſome degree diſ- 
placed, and the bandage inſtead of being of uſe will become preju- 
dicial, by preſſing hard on the inequalities of the fracture: to which 
let me add, that the roller, eſpecially when applied to a leg, if it be 
not put on with due dexterity, that is, if it does not ſit perfectly 
ſmooth and even, is the moſt unequal and worſt kind of bandage i in 
uſe, 

Theſe objections, however juſt, are not the leaſt to which the roller 
in the caſe of ſimple fracture of the leg or thigh are liable; for, as 
I have already hinted, it muſt in a very ſhort ſpace of time, even 
while the parts ſurrounding the fracture are in the moſt tender and. 
moſt painful ſtate, be renewed, and that more than once; which re- 
newal cannot be executed without again taking the limb off from the. 
pillow, again committing it to the hands of aſſiſtants, and again run-- 
ning a riſque of diſplacing the fracture : all which, not to mention 
the repetition of pain to the patient every time ſuch operation is per- 
formed, and which muſt be at leaſt every four or five days, are (as 
I have already ſaid) very material objections to the roller, even in the 
moſt judicious and dexterous hands, and Rill more ſo. in : thoſe of the. 
rude and ignorant. | 

The prevention of a flux of humors to a broken limb, by bandage, 
is a common phraſe; but they who uſe it have either no idea at all 
annexed to it, or a very erroneous one. 

3 by the points and edges of the broken bone, the muſcles and 
membrames be unavoidably wounded and torn, or if the ſame kind of 
e | miſchief 


” good poſition of the fracture depends as much or more on them than on the ſurgeon. 
If the affiſtant who holds the foot yaries from the proper manner, [I defy the ſurgeon to - 
redreſs the fracture without the concurrence of ſuch aſſiſtant. | 
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- miſchief be . hy the inadyertence or indiſcretion of the patient, 
anof thoſe who aſſiſted in getting him home, or from the violence 
uſed n extenging*thetimb'and ſetting the fracture, inflammation muſt 
be excited, and pain and tume faction will“ be the conſequence and 
cheſe will oontinue for ſoms time in every fracture; but that ſpace will 
be longer or Morte in different caſts, and under different circumſtan- 
,evaceition, reſt) and a favorable Poſitioh of the limb, will, and 
do-inigeneralyiftemove Al theſe *0mplaints;"Viit bandage can contri- 
bute nothing there than by keeping thb applications in their proper 
place; ſo far from it, that if the bandage be a roller, it muſt, by the 
frequentmecefiny of i its heing' adjuſted, and the frequent motion of the 
limb. in ſome dgree countera&the' Proper intention of cure. ann 
The ald writers are in general very preciſe as ts the number of days* 
during which the rollef ſhould be ſuffered to remain withour being 
ſhifted.; and the number of times which ſuch ſfüftifig mod be re- 
peated within the firſt tortnighi. This exaRitule: is Dy nd means ne- 
ceſſary; but if the bandage be ſuppoſe eo be ef ah use All, t i b 
vious, that it ought to be tene wed or adhuſted us eh' Fe day Leal 
to perform the office fot which fit is defigged of whenever it (all be 
found to counteract ſuch office g that; ib, 4s öften ks it Mall become fo, 
ſlack as not to contain the fracture at all or whenever the limb ha 
be ſo/fwollen, that the roller/makds an itnproper degree of ſtricture 


the former generally occurs every four or five days; the beter is ot , 
frequent within the firſt week, /*\' 
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In moſt of the writers on the ſubject of fractures, we alſo find 
marks or ſigns laid down for our information concerning the due or 
undue effect of the bandage on the. limb. They tell us, that when 
that part of it which is below the termination of the roller does not 
ſwell at all, that the bandage i is not ſufficiently ſtrict, and will not re- 
tain the fracture; that when the ſame part is conſiderably ſwollen, or 
tenſe, or inflamed, it implies, that the binding is too trait ; and that 
'a moderate degree of tumefaction i is a ſign that the deligation is pro- 
perly executed.* _ 

In conſequence. of - theſe precepts, many ann look more 
anxiouſly after this degree of tumefaction, than after the true and ex- 
act poſition of the limb; and cannot be induced to believe, that any 
thing can be wrong under this appearance; although, if they would 
for once affume the liberty of thinking for themſelves, they might be 
convinced, that even this degree of ſwelling is wrong ; that it implies 
ſome kind of obſtruction to the circulation, and cannot ſerve any good 
purpoſe ; and conſequently that as far as it may he ſuppoſed to be the 
effect of bandage, ſo far that bandage muſt be faulty. 

The third purpoſe for which the roller is ſaid to be uſed, is the re- 
gulation and reſtraint of the callus. 

Tf we were to form our notion of. callus by what the FOE of 
writers have n on 1.this ſubject, we ſhould ſuppoſe, that it was not 
J n only 


* See on this Fab. ab n. who ſpeaks or rather copies the ſentiments of 
"Hippocrates and Celſus. Terminus in ſtringendo debet eſſe bona laborantis tolerantia :. 
«© ut deligatum leviter premat, & fic tum contineat & ſtabiliat fracturam, tum humores 
<*, exprimat, Sunt etiam alia hujus ſigna, quæ altero die apparent; ſi enim æger eo die 
« quo deligatus ſentiat ſe valentius ſtringi, poſtero vero, die tumor laxus, mollis & par- 
ce vus appareat, bona eſt deligatio, quia jam humores a parte fracta ſunt expreſſi. Si 
4 vero aut nullus tumor aut magnus & durus poſtridie i in manu vel pede appareat, prava 
<< eſt deligatura ; quia illa non continet hec vero nimis arcta eſt & inflammationem mo- 
66 yet. Id notandum faſcias magis ftringi debere in parte fracta, quam alibi, ut pars 
1 fraQta magis illæſa ſervetur, ab humorum defluxu.“ | 
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only a particular juice always ready for the purpoſe, but that, if not 
reſtrained and regulated by art, it would always flow in ſuch quantity, 
as. to create trouble and deformity that there were,ſpecific remedies 
for increaſing, or decreaſing it; and that it always required the hand 
and act of furgery to manage it. That the callus is fo far a particular 
Juice, as that it conſiſts of whatever is deſtined to circulate through the 
bones for their particular nouriſhment, is beyond all doubt ; and that 
this gelatinous kind of fluid is the medium. by which fractures ate 
united is as true; but that it requires art to manage it, or that art is 
in general capable of managing and directing it, is by no means true. 
That this callus or uniting medium does oftentimes create tumefaction 
and deformity, or even lameneſs, is true alſo; but the fault in theſe 
caſes does not lie in the mere redundanoe of ſuch juice; it is derived 
from the nature of the fracture, from the inequality of it when ſet, 
and from the unapt poſition of the broken ends with regard to each 
other; nor is ſurgery or the ſurgeon any otherwiſe hlameable in this 
caſe, than as it was or was not originally in their power to have placed 
them better. It is the inequality of the faacture which makes both 
the real and apparent redundance of callus, and the tume faction i in the 
place of union. When a bone has been broken tranſverſely, or nearly 
ſo, and its inequalities are therefore neither many nor great, when 
ſuch broken parts have been happily and properly coaptated, and pro- 
per methods have been uſed to keep them conſtantly and ſteadily in 
fuch ſtate of coaptation, the divided parts unite by the intervention of 
the circulating juice, juſt 28 the ſofter parts do, allowing a different 
ſpace of time for different texture and conſiſtence. When the union 
of a broken bone under ſuch circumſtances has been procuted, the 
| place where ſuch union has been made, will be very little perceptible, 
it will be no deformity, nor will it occaſion. any inconvenience, It 
will indeed be difcoyerable, like a cicatrix of a wound in a ſofter part, 


but 
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but there will be no redundance of callus, becauſe none will be Wanted; 
neither will there be any neceſſity for any particular management on 
the part of the ſurgeon, to repreſs or keep it in order : But when a bone 
has been broken very obliquely or very unequally, when the parts of 


a fracture are ſo cireumſtanced as not to admit of exact coaptation, 
when ſuch exact coaptation as the fracture perhaps would have admit- 


ted has not been judiciouſly made, when from unmanageableneſs, in- 
advertence or ſpaſm, the proper poſition of the limb has not been at- 
tended to or preſerved, in all ſuch caſes there muſt be conſiderable in- 
equality of ſurface; there muſt be riſings on one ſide, and depreſſions 
on another; and in ſuch caſes the j uioes circulating through the bone, 
cannot accompliſh the union in the ſame quantity, the ſame time, or 
nin the ſame manner. The broken parts not being applied exactly to 
each other, there cannot be the ſame aptitude to unite; and according 


to the greater or leſſer degree of exactitude in the coaptation, that is, 


according as the ends of the bones are, or have been placed more cr 
leſs even with regard to each other, will the inconvenience and the dea 
formity be; and ſtill moſt where the fracture is not ſet at all; but the 
broken ends of the bone unite laterally, or by touching each other's 
ſides. The reaſon of all this is fo obvious, without having recourſe to 

a particular ſpecific juice under the name of callus, that it would be 
an inſult upon the reader's underftanding to explain it farther.® The 
perioſteum covering every fracture will remain thickened for ſome 
time, and a degree of fulneſs or riſing will be thereby cauſed about the 
place where ſuch fracture has been united ; but time, and the uſe of 
the muſcles, ſoon i in general remoye this. 


; 402 5 * 


* On the ſubjec of _— the «ear of Du Verney tells 3 flory 50 rom Galea, * 
| which himſelf ſeems not to diſbelieve; viz. that a callus in a particular caſe, was ſo. reduit« 
dant as to tranſude through the ſkin, and to keep the compreſſes conſtantly wet. 
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In ſhort, this doctrine of callus,” conſidered as a particular kind of 
Juice, and as being liable to great redundance if not prevented by art, 
has not only miſled many people, but has often been made uſe of as a 
cover to ignorance and negled. When lameneſs and deformity have 
been the conſequences of one or both theſe cauſes, more than of the 
nature and circumſtances of a fracture, the callus has been found ready 
at hand to take the blame; and the ideal /exuberance of this cement 
has often been urged, as an excuſe for real ont of Ces or for 
groſs neglec . 43 

The beſt and moſt uſeful bandage; fair a ſimple fracture of the leg or 
thigh, is what is commonly known by the name of the eighteen- tailed 
bandage, or rather one made on the ſame principle, but with a little 
difference in the diſpoſition of the pieces. The common method is to 
make it ſo, that the parts which are to ſurround the limb, make a right 
angle with that which runs lengthways under it; inſtead of which, if 
they are tacked on ſo as to make an acute angle, they will fold over 
each other in an oblique direction, and thereby ſit more neatly and 
more ſecurely, as the parts will thereby haye more; connection with 
and more dependance on each other. In compound fractures, as they 
are called, every body ſees and acknowledges the utility of this kind 
of bandage preferable to the roller, and for very obvious and convin- 
eing reaſons, but particularly becauſe it does not become neceſſary to 
lift up and diſturb» the limb 1 ms it is dreſſed, or every time the 
N looſens. tp 

The pain attending motion in a 3 dure, the circum- 
tance of the wound, and the greater; degree of fnſtability of parts 
thereby produced, are certainly very good reaſons for drefling ſuch 
wound with a bandage, which does net render 0 ig neceſſary; but 
I ſhould be glad to know what can make it n „or right, or eli- 
bible, to move a limb in the cale of imple fracture ? what benefit can 
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broken bone has been well ſet, and the limb well placed, what pofli- 
ble advantage can ariſe from moving it? ' ſurely none; but, on the 
contrary, , pain and probable miſchief. Is it not the one great inten- 
tion, to procure unition? Can moving the limb every two or three 
days contribute to ſuch intention? muſt it not on the contrary obſtruct 
and retard it? Is not perfect quietude as neceſſary toward the union of 
the bone, in a ſimple as in a compound fracture? It is true, that in the 
one there is a wound which requires to be dreſſed, and the motion of 
the limb may in general be attended with rather more pain than in the 
other; ; but does motion in the Hens fracture give ase, or procure 
more expeditious 1 union? 

Every beneſit then which can be ſuppoſed to be clinical from the 
uſe of the common bandage or roller, is equally attainable from the uſe 


of that which I have juſt mentioned, with one additional, and to the 


patient, moſt invaluable advantage, viz. that of never finding it neceſ- 
fary to have his leg or thigh once, during the cure, removed from the 
pillow on which it has been properly depoſited. Ia ſhort, to quit rea- 
ſoning and ſpeak, to fact, it is the conſtant practice at St. Bartholo- 
mew's, and attended with all poſſible ſucceſs. We always uſe the 
eighteen-tailed bandage ; and ever: move the limb to renew or adjuſt 


it.“ 


The parts of the general apparatus for a fimple fracture, which 
come next in order, are the ſplints. | 
- Theſe are generally made of paſte-board, wood, or Ge reſrſting 
kind of ſtuff, and are ordered to be applied lengthways on the broken 
limb; in ſome caſes three, in others four; 3 for the more. bed and 
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a detention of the fracture, 4 m NES 
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1 Bee the different opinions of Ren Brench 6 ere wich cheir reaſons 09-thid 
ſubject, in Du Verney, Traitè des Maladies. des Os, | 
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That ſplinis properly made and judiciduſſy applied are very ſervice- 
le, is Beyond ull doubt, bat their utility en much on their ſive 
and the cance in which they are applied. £162 | 
In genbral practice, chey are made of mach e as not to teach 
either upward or downward, fo'faras the roller extends; not to com 
pretiend either the upper vr the lower joint of the broken bone, and to 
dtxcred the fracture either way not tray inlehes: they do not, for ex- 
ample, in he, broken leg, oomprekend either the joint of the knee, of 
tho joint of the afcle;-anll act only on the fractures 
In this manner of 'upplication, and ef this ſize, they ate in Foe nell 
wer more nor leſb chan eotnpreſles; and compreſf-e made of very bad 
materials. All the good that ever is, or that cam bẽé dont by them, 
hey" of tuch dehnten and le applied, nügtt certain be done in · a Vet- 
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This is the old doctrine, ** mo been almoſt unwerſally' and cniſtinuly e 0 


and followed. OQpr forelzthers, ünding that ſuch ſplints 23; they wſed 4uti applied in. their 
manner, excited pain and igflammatioh, did not uſe, but for forbad them until after ſ ſeyen days 
were put, and the RAE inflammition, 2s they thought, was oyer. © 


Ader this, ehey put their Ginto Nitenzthen the Frdfture, (bs they fatd; Und hai 
then mort far aht purpoſe only, exprefsly caocioring oi ans sy sthod 6f-ap- 


plying them. {in the caſe of a broken Jeg}1jn;whiob tex ezn be ball befvl, vir qbke in 
which they comprehend both the knee and ancle. * +7 


Ferularum uſus idem eſt ac pannorum ad fractu 2.08 .continen um ut maneat.im- 

tüm; etramfi membrutm utiverſunt Mowdatur. 0 4 80 
]Jubet Hippocrates leves eſſe ferulas & ade ar ke: [1 mn 
2 $* Sed, & drevitres ferulas ↄſie precigit\ipfa vinctura, he quandboorengpraginama/tentare 


7 & yaleant emjnentem, plernmque ob humores receptog, N daigie Hr bangs! Il Abo 
4 cavere oportet, ne ad otum deminentias, quales in ima tibia & & ura ſunt,  ferule pertine 
& gantz Nec. Nc. Kee,” Ontrasibs ve Fnacröhls. ; 
<< Sed hoc tempore (poſt ſeptimum diem) vice plagularum GPortet taz abbontte. 4.4 
2 His utebatur Hippocrates demum poſt ſeptimum diem; quia ante ſeptimum magis 
40 urgebat intentio arcendæ eee quam intentio ſtabiliendi fracturam; poſt 
1 ira nee „ 1b do ending jẽjb bib ad: 2 © 
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ter manner by a more; proper kind of compreſe, and every diſadvan- 
tage, which a hard reſiſting compreſs, injudicioufly applied, is capable 
of produeing. is'probable to reſult from them thus uſed. 

The true und proper uſa of ſplints is, to preſerve ſteadineſs in the 
whole limb, without compreſſing .the fracture at all. By the former 
they become very aſſiſtant ta the eurative intention; by the latter they 
are very capable of 'caufing pain and other inconveniences; at the ſame 
time that they cangot,. in the nature hs things, contribute to the 
ſteadingſs.of the lidnds orit ko Sit oil cb blöd 185 

In ordes to he,of;;any- real uſe at all; Glints ould, in a che caly of 4 
becken leg, reach above the knee and below, the ancle ; ſhould bg 
only two in number, and ſhould be ſo guarded: with tow, rag, or cot- 
be Off bens 1 — gd on 1 joints, . e t. all n. 


bund privy a little above and a little BO * fracfure. ; ab. does nor 
take in the two joints, is an abſurdity ; Ange. _ ig worle, it is a 
miſchievous abſurdity:.” An. Aid tl Saidalg 501112 

. By.prefog on bath joint. they, keep. an them, bot the fogr 
Acady'; by - preffieg on the fracture galy,, they cannot cetain, it, in. its 
place, if the faog be in the ſmalleſt degree diſplaced, hut they may, 
and frequently, do gerafion miſchief, by rudely preſſing the parts car 
vering the froctpre inſt the edges and incqualiticy of it. 
I ſappoſe it will. be ſaid, that although ſhort ſplints do not of them: 
ſelves ſuſtain and keep ſtaady the two. Joints, and conſequently, the 
limb, yet that; purpoſe in the broken leg may be and is fulfilled: by 
junks, fanons, and other cenfrivances: To which I anſwer, that chen 
the ſhort ſplints are in that caſe of no uſe at all, and had better he laid 
aſide; they ſhould be uſed for no other | purpoſe, but that of keeping 


the limb Ready and if they do not anſwer that end, they are an in- 
cumbrance, 
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cumbrance, and 2 peer (nr in __ + pgs for wn 

leg, very unbeceſſarily. N n en 
In the caſe of a fraftured HO TO limb be laid in an ex- 

tended poſture, one ſplint ſhould certainly reach from the hip to the 
outer ancle, and another (ſome what ſhorter) ſhould extend from the 
groim to the inner anele. In the cafe of a broken tibia and fibula, 
there never ean be Gecaſion for more than td ſplints, one of which 
mould ertend from above the knee to below the ancle on one ſide, 
and the other ſplint ſhould do the fame on the other ſide. The man- 
ner of applying them, if find BEE ere in a Rate of 5 
will come under the next article. %% | 

This, and indeed the mot eſſentiat article in the treatment 9 
Fracture is, the poſition of the Hb. Upon "the judicieus or injudi- 
cious, the proper or improper execution of this, depends the eaſe of 
the patieht during his confinement, and the free be aud natural 2 
pearmte of bis Vinh after ward. 
If I meant to deſtribe? or if Trove (pill the -hraſs): fs 
common method ef placing the bröken leg and tHigh in a ſtraight 
manner, this Would'be"the'place to ttikntibn the ey vety ingenious 
contrivantes and pieces of machines,” which practtioners, both an- 
cient and modern; bare keene for tit purpoſe of Keeping! the whole 
litnb ſtraight and Ready, tät I or Keeping alf me mufches ſurround- 
ing the fractured bone Leuskanch upon the Aretth;” and at the fame 

ume of preventing” any inequality in the unien of tel my 1 
ing of the limb, in eonſequenee 'of >ſtich inegttality. ai} o) 23vi2} 
But as it is my intention by theſe ſheets, to inculcate Waere na 
as it appears to me «better diſpoſition of the limb, in which ſuchi 
boxed, cradles, aud plebes of hndehinery- ate hot wanted, Ror can be 
pied: i x nectilcfs- for r d ſay anycthing about them. 
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According tp ch phat. the fractuted leg and-thigh ſhould be depꝰ. 
fited on the pillow, in the very poſture A which the extenſion was! 
made, and the fracturg ſet/ that ia withthe knee ent. 

I have already cr Rlicit r pabeps: prolix, on the tenſo and 
ax ſtate of the. muſcles, gedepending on. poſture, under the hrack of 
extenſion, that A ſhall ſpere the-roadery as well:as myſelf, a go deal 
of trouble by reſerring hack to that artiele. All- that is there urge 
or chat can, be urged, far making. the, exten ſion, that. is, fot ſottiig a 
fracture. in ſuchdĩ ſpoſition of a limb ot ãts muſcles, ĩs equally powers. 
ful and concluſiye with regard io the manner of {depoſiting and leave 
ing it after it ha. ben et. Whiiteier emer reduction. und coaptatioin, 
eaſy, muſt as necefixrily OE e e- er, pusſedde 
rectitude of figure, andi prevent difplasement. The ſame principle 
muſt, act on both occaſions, and whether the doctrine be right t 
wrong, xc5ip ſidered: by:itfelFzivmjuſt,be/cgaally ſo in both cireumſtan- 
ces, that is, in the manner of ſetting a fracture, and in the mannet of 
| depoſiting he limb dier ward, In thy caſe of che fractured os hu 
mexi, the only poſition in which, it can With any tolerable convenience 
to | the patient be Haced is, with the elbow bent, that very; poſition 
whigh geceſſarily relaxes and removes. all the reſiſtance of the ſurround- 
ing muſcles., Daily experience exinces the utility of this by out very 
ſeldom meeting with lameneſs or deformity after it. ee b 
the prevailing zpprebeafion of exuberant callus. | 
x The defor wity frequently;conſequent | to the frafture of 5 8 
che cobit, particularly, "a the cadius ag. dee 
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* "4 been laid chat the-ſraight poſition of a limb; by-putting\the — 


Arretch, induces them to contribute to the ſecurity of the fragture againſt diſplacement. ' If 


- - this be the caſe in general, how happens it that thoſe bones are always found moſt liable 


to be. diſplaced when broken, anl. to he moſt difficult ere agus rern 
rn the Rroogeſt mufc les? aq's d 
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always, be found to he in proportion as the muſclos concerned in the 
pronation and ſupination of tha hand happen to be put more or leſs in · 
to a ſtate of action, or tenſion by the poſition of the limb, | .. 

In the thigh, the caſe ig ſtill more nn as the muſcles are more 
nn and ſtrongerr. 
The ſtraight poſture puts the e of than. iowa i aten by 
* action that part of the broken bone, which is next to the knee, 
is pulled upward, and by paſſing. more or leſs underneath that part 
whichcis next to the hip, makes an inequality or r in Ay: roms 
port, and produces a ſhortneſs:of-the limb. |; 
eln: the fracture of both bones of the leg, the caſe 1 fl the aun 
a raight poſition puts the muſcles; upon: ehdeayouring to aft ; a mo- 
„nl the _— — thaw «qd takes off 1 er 
ſity. x 6b x fs: 
_ The Jiſpolition therefore of 0 kata AA to. bbthet RY 
by putting the hand into a middle Rats; between pronation and ſapina- 
tion, and by bending the fingers moderately; keeps the radius ſuperior 
to the ulas or in other words, the palm of the hand ſhould be ap- 
Mied to the breaſt, the thumb . ſhould be-ſuperiory the little finger in- 
ferior à and the hand ſhould be kept in this poſture conſtantly by 
means: of two ſplints, which ſhould reach from the joint of the elbaw 
on each ſide, and ſhould be extended below the fingers; er the fame 
purpoſe may be ſtill better anſwered by a ſimple, neat contrivance of 
the very ingenious: Mr. Gooch of Norfolk; of which he has given a 
draugbt, and which is preferable to a common . RR admitting 
the fingers to be more eaſily bent. 

The poſition of the: fractured os Ae mould 5 on its outſide, 
r ae the nous trochanter the en 8 whole body ſhould be in- 
Me of EP; e 2108) e _ clined 
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AM aire deepens waa the truth of this 
doctrine will, upon experiment, be found tu be incre or loſs apparent, 'as well as uſcful, - 
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clinedita the ſame ſide ; che knee ſhould he in a middle ſtata het ween 
perfect flexion and extenſion, or half bent; the leg and foot lying on 
their outſide alſo, ſhould; he well ſupported by ſmooth pillows, and 
ſhould be rather higher in their level than the thigh ; one very broad 
ſplint of deal, hollowed out and well: covered with wool,#' rag, or 
tow, ſhould be placed under the thigh, from above the tiochanter 
quite below the knee; and another, ſomewhat ſharter, ſhould extend 
from the groin below the knee on the inſide, or rather in this poſture 
on the upper fide; the bandage ſhould be of the eighteen - tail kind, 
and when the bone has been ſat, and the thigh: well-placed on the 
pillow, it ſhould not, without necefiity; (which neceſſity in this me- 
thod will ſeldom occur) be ever moved from it again until the fracture 
is united ; and this union will always be accompliſned in more or leſs 
time, in proportion as the limb ſhall have been more or leſs. diſturhed. 
In the fracture of the fibula only, the poſition, 4s not of much con- 
ſequence; becauſe by the tibia remaining intite, the figure, ofthe: leg 
18 preſerved, and extenſion quite unneceſſary J but ſtill even here the 
laying the leg on its ſide, inſtead of on the calf, is attended with one 
very good conſequence, viz. that the confinement of the knee, in a 
moderately bent poſition, does not render it ſo incapable of flexion 
and uſe after ward, as the ſtraight or extended poſition of it does, and 
conſequently that the patient will be much ſooner able to walk, whoſe 
leg has been kept. in the ſormęr poſture; than he whoſe leg has been 
confined i in the latter. 5 
In the fracture of both tibia and fibula, the wins ſhould be mode- 
rately bent, the thigh, body and leg in the ſame poſition as in the 
broken thigh, Il common ſplints be uſed, one ſhould be placed under- 


„ 5 TIES GT mah 
pa. * If the 3 which 9 a M6 Hh e ths ſplice. by 


with equa] advantage be placed underneath ſuch: pillow, 2 caſes this will be 
found to be the beſt manner of uſing it. 
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on above che kh 60 below the andle, able 
foot being —.— ſupported by pillows, bolſters, &. and another 
ſplint f/ the ſame length ſhould be placed on the upper ſidez-compre- 
bending-both joints in the ſame manner; which diſpoſition of ſplints 
ought always to be obſerved, at to their length, if the leg be laid ex- 
tended in the common Way, only changing the nominal poſition of 
them. AS. the poſture of the leg is changed, and calling what: 1 is infe- 
rior in one caſe, exterior in the 3 ws nk ſuperior in one, in 
the other inferior“ bill i eee eee 
IF Mr. Sharpe's ſplints b6) made ute of; there is is one of thein a 
proviion.tor the more eaſy ſupport} of the foot and andle, by an exca- 
vation in, and;-a prolongation. of the lower or {ibalar: CI 8 
ant of keeping) the foot ted. 
+ Thope that L have expreſſed my Belang cbanys I ſhould be very 
ſorry to be miſtaken, becauſe it appeuts to me to be a matter of ſome * 
conſequence; and if what I have faid be intelligible, the reader will 
underſtand from thence, that I mean to figniſy that, (in my opinion) 
extenſion will in general be made with more facility, and coaptation 
more happily execated ;- that a patient wilt fuffer a great deal leſs pain 
during theſe operations, as well as during the neceflary confinement. 
for a broken leg or thighi; and that both patient and ſurgeon will be 
leſs likely to be diſappointed in their intention and with, that is; that 
an will be les liable to men deformity, hen a frac- 


nine en; AAS oO ON weatiey act * Try 114, 1 r tured 
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Bb Gar tcts, Ni 
2 All writers on this. ſubject agree in giving us cautions about defending the heel, and 
ling up the hollow from it to the calf of the leg; and this they. do on account of 
ain, excoriation, and even ulceration, which ſometimes attends the ſtraight poſition Ny 
with the limb-reſtingon the heel... D em u. ebe ern N 
Many of them have alſo taken notice of an accident ſometimes attendant on a broken 
It. dus which really ought to be ſet to the acegunt of the poſture in which ſuch: leg is 
e more than to chat of the frature z I mean . of thecalf, | 
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tured: thigh 6r leg Has'beett treated in the way nue Ueſerlbell, han 


in the common une: nh ee gt ee eie rot 
The reſiſtance neeeſſarily mad by the muſties, joined to the great 


inſtability of parts in every ſpexies of fractured leg or thigh,” except in 


the few where the bones are broken "tranſverſely, has cofHſtantiy exet- 
ciſed the invention andingenuity of practitioners, in deviſing intums to 
prevent inequality it the callus as it is called) and ſhortneſs and defor- 


mity in the limb. Ouribooks abound with 'draughts and deſeriptibiis | 


of machines for this purpoſe ; ligatures, pullies, Ieaden weights ind 
frature-boxes, ſo eonſtructed as'!to:overconis uhͤd“ conſtantiy to reſiſt 
that action of the muſcles ſurrounding? the broke bone, that natural 
tendency. in them to contract, which the extended poſition of the limb 
neceſſarily induces. Every body who hab beet cofiverſant with matters 
of this ſort knows, that even the beſt of theſe various contrivances of- 


ten prove ſuceeſsleſs; and every one who will reflect ever ſo little may 


ſtee why they muſt be ſo. That they do prove ineffectual, the numbet 


of deformed legs and thortened ruhighs, which are daily met with, 


evinces; and that they muſt frequently prove ſo will be OobViD te 
every one, who will conſider that tho effect can laſt no longer than tlie 


cauſe is continued, unleſs there happens to be ſome very favoiirable 
circumſtance: in the fracture itſelf. What I mean is this, when the 
reduction of the fracture is ſet about, the limb is put into ſuch poſi⸗ 


tion, that the ſurrounding muſeles reſiſt the extending force very con- 
fiderably, and this in proportion to their ſtrength and number: that 
force is continued and increaſed till the muſcles give way, and the re- 
fiſtance being overcome, an opportunity i is thereby obtained of 'phacir 

the ends of the fracture in as apt poſition with regard to each other as 
the nature of it will admit. If the fracture be of the tranſverſe kind, 
that is, if the ends of the broken bone be large, and afford a good deal 


of Nen for _— with each 'other; fuch ne Will sf 
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good deal to the keeping the limb ſteady, and the fracture even ; but 
if the fracture be of the oblique kind, if there be ſeveral looſe pieces, 
and eonfequently; neither large contact nor ſtability from the appoſition, 
or if due extenſion has not been made, or could not, or if the ends of 
the bones: haue not been judiciouſly and properly ſet, the muſcles will 
act as ſoon as the extenſion is relaxed, the fracture will be more or leſs 
diſplaced, according to the nature of it, the limb will be ſhortened, 
the time of union will be prolonged, and the place of it (the callus, 
4s it is balled) will be in proportion more or leſs unequal. 
I take it fur granted that it will be aſked, Have not our anceſtors in 
all times happily redreſſed fractured legs and thighs, by the method 
which they have delivered down to us, and which in the preceding 
pages I have taken the liberty to object to? have not ſuch limbs fre- 
quently been rendered as ſtraight, as uſeful, and as little deformed as 
poſſible? I anſwer, moſt certainly, yes; it is an undoubted truth and 
cannot: be denied. But in my turn, let me be permitted to. aſk, 
Whether in the fame method great and even unſurmountable diffi- 
culty is not frequently met with ? whether in many caſes the act of 
ſetting, as it is called, is not exceſſively painful at the time, and pro- 
ductive of inflammation and: other difagreeable ſymptoms afterward ? 
and whether in ſpite of all care, of every contrivance, of every ſpe- 
cies of machinery which has yet been uſed, broken thighs and legs are 
not often, vety often left deformed, crooked and ſhortened, and, that 
merely from the action of the nwſcles, and the obliquity or ſhattered 
ſtate of the fracture? The fact is notorious, and the ſole queſtion is, 
| Whether or no a different diſpoſtion of the patts, preventing ſuch ac- 
tion and ſuch reſiſtance, will in many inſtances prevent theſe evils? to 
which, from repeated experience, I anſwer, yes. If this ſhould be 
found to be the caſe in general, of which I make no doubt, that is, 
| TN NOS” en nnn. as in the common 
2 method 
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method öf treatment diſappoint both patient and ſurgeon, mould be 
found in general to ſucceed ſo well as to fatisfy both, it will prove all 


I wiſh it ſhould oath Superior OI and more frequent ſucceſs are 
all I contend for. ' 

Many people did very well under attputaticn befote the double i in- 
ciſion was practiſed; but is the double inciſion therefore no improve» 
ment ? The operation for the bubonocele may be performed with that 
clumſy inſtrument the probe ſciſſars, but is the biſtoury therefore not 
preferable? A ſurgeon may cut off ſome ounces, or even pounds; of 
fleſh from a patient's backſide, in order to cure a ſinus, but is the cure 
by the fimple diviſion of that ſinus therefore not eaſier or more expe- 
ditions? Neither of theſe can (I think) be proved, unleſs it can at 
the fame time be proved, that pain is no evil, confinement not at all 


irkſome, and that er and Oe of figure are ſynonimous 


terms. 


Let not the reader fancy that I Sala dare to amuſe him with ſpecu- 
lation, or merely ſpecious reaſoning on a ſubject like this. What 1 


have faid is from experience, repeated experience both of myſelf and 
of others, for a conſiderable length of time paſt, and on a great vari- 
ety of ſubjects; from an experience which has perfectly ſatisfied me, 
and I think will every man who will make the trial fairly and can- 
didly.---I do not pretend to ſay, that by theſe means every kind of 
broken bone will infallibly and certainly be brought to lie ſmooth, 
even, and of proper length; if I did, they who are verſed in theſe 
things, would know that I ſaid too much; but I will ſay, (what is 
ſufficient for my 'purpoſe) that it will not only ſucceed in all th6ſe, 
in which the old method can ever be ſucceſsful ; but alſo in the ma- 
jority of thoſe in which it is not, nor in the nature of things can. In 
thoſe fortunate caſes, in which either method will do, the old one is 
fatiguing, inconvenient, and even ſometimes offenſive, from the ſupine 
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and confined poſture of the patient; whereas that which is here pro- 
poſed, gives the patient much greater liberty of motion for every pur- 
poſe. either of choice or neceſſity, and in many of thoſe caſes, wherein 
the old method proves moſt frequently ſo far ſucceſsleſs, as to leave 


the limb, ſhort, lame, or deformed; I ſay, in moſt of theſe the pro- 
moles method will not be attended with theſe i inconveniences. 


1 have already ſaid, that i in, moſt caſes of broken thigh or leg, * 


method juſt deſcribed, will be attended with great ſucceſs: but there 
is one particular caſe in which its. utility i is ſtill more conſpicuous 5 
caſe whiFh, according to the general manner of treating it, gives in- 
finite Pain and trouble both to the patient and ſurgeon, and very fre- 
quently ends in the lameneſs and diſappointment of the former, and 
the diſgrace and concern of the latter: 1 mean the fracture of the fi- 
ver attended with a diſlocation of the tibia. . AE 

© Whoever will take a view of the leg of a 1 will ſee chat al- | 
though the fibula be a very ſmall and flender bone, and very inconſi- 
derable in ſtrength, when compared with the tibia, yet the ſupport of 
the lower joint of that limb, (the ancle) depends ſo much on this 
fender bone, that without it the body would not be upheld, nor loco- 
motion performed, without hazard of diſlocation every moment. The 
lower extremity of this bone, which deſcends conſiderably. below that 
end of the tibia, is by ſtrong and inelaſtic ligaments firmly connected 
with the laſt- named bone, and with the aſtragalus, or that bone of 
he tarſus which is principally concerned in forming the joint of the 
- ancle. This lower extremity of the fibula has, in its poſterior part, 
A ſuperficial ſulcus for the lodgment and paſſage of the tendons of the 
peronei muſcles, which are here tied down by ſtrong ligamentous cap- 
ſulæ, and have their action ſo determined from this point or angle, 
that the ſmalleſt degree of variation from it, in conſequence of exter- 


pal * muſt 4 have coniderable effect on the motions they 
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are deſigned to execute, and conſequently diſtort the foot, Let it alſo 
be conſidered, that upon the due and natural ſtate of the joint of the 
ancle, that is, upon the exact and proper diſpoſition of the tibia and 
fibula, both with regard to each other and to the aſtragalus, depend 
the juſt diſpoſition and proper action of ſeveral other muſcles of the 
foot and toes; ſuch as the gaſtrocnemii, the tibialis anticus, and po- 
ſticus, the flexor pollicis longus, and the flexor digitorum pedis lon» 
gus, as muſt appear demonſtrably to any man 18951 will firſt diſſe, 
and then attentively conſider theſe parts. 6; 

If the tibia and fibula he both broken, they. are both gegerally diſ- 
placed i in ſuch manner, that the inferior extremity, or that connected 
with the foot, is drawn under that part of the fractured bone which 
is connected with the knee; making by this means a deformed, un- 


equal tumefaction in the fractured part, and rendering the broken 


limb ſhorter. than it ought to be, or than its fellow. And this is ge- 
nerally the caſe, let the fracture be in what part of the leg it may. 
If the tibia only be broken, nd no act of violence, indiſcretion, or 
2 inadvertence be committed, either on the part of the patient or of 
thoſe who conduct him, the limb moſt commonly preſerves its figure 
and length; the ſame thing generally happens if the fibula only be 
broken, in all that part of it, which is ſuperior to letter A in the an- 
nexed figure, or in any part of it between its n extremity, and 
within two or three inches of its lower one. | 
J have. already ſaid, and it will obviouſly appear to every one who 
examines it, that the ſupport. of the body, and the due and proper uſe 
and execution of the office of che joint of the ancle, depend almoſt en- 
tirely on the perpendicular bearing of the tibia upon the aſtragalus, 


and on its firm connection with the fibula. of aber of theſe be per- 
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lence from its connection with the latter, the joint of the ancle will 
Lauffer a partial diſlocation internally * ; which partial diſlocation cannot 
Happen without not only a conſiderable extenſion, or perhaps lacera- 
tion of the burſal ligament of the joint, which is lax and weak, but a 
laceration of thoſe ſtrong tendinous ligaments, which connect the 
lower end of the tibia with the aſtragalus and os calcis, and which 
conſtitute in great meaſure the Higainentous ve: vr of the your of Be 
ancle. - 

This is the 2 when by leaping or jumping the fibula breaks in 
the weak- part already mentioned, that is within two or three inches of 
its lower extremity. | When this happens, the inferior fractured end of 
the fibula falls inward toward the tibia, that extremity of the bone 
which forms the outer ancle is turned fomewhat'ontward and upward, 
and the tibia having loft its proper ſupport,” and not being of itſelf 
capable of ſteadily preſerving its true perpendicular bearing, is forced 
off from the aſtragulus inwards,” by which means the weak burſal, or 
rommon ligamenbof the Joint, is violently ſtretched, if not torn, and 
the ſtrong ones, which falten the tibia to the aftragalus and os calcis, 
are always lacerated ;- thus producing at the ſame time a perfect frac- 
tire and a partial Uiflocatiqh, to which is ſometimes added a wound in 
the integuments, made by the bone at the inner ancle. By this 
means, and indeed as a neeeffary eonſequence, all the tendons which 
paſs behind or under, or are attached to the extremities of the tibia 
and fibula, or os'calcis; have their natural direction and diſpoſition ſo 
altered, that inſtead of performing their appointed actions, they all 
contribute to the diſtortion of ws TRE, and eye 24 OE. it out- 
8 „ fig 

When this accident is e pened as it {tet 66 is, 

| cod of d of the Her ancle, and _ made 1 it 
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ualeſe prevented by timely amputation, though I have ſeveral times, 
ſeen. it do very well without. But in its moſt ſimple ſtate, unaccam- 
panied with any wound, it is extremely troubleſome to put to rights, 
ſtill more ſo to keep it in order, and unlefs managed with addreſs and: 
ſkill, is very frequently productive both of lameneſs and deformity, 
ever after. 

After what has haok-Gids a farther ine why this is ſo is unne=. 
ceſſary. Whoever will take even a,curſory view of the diſpolition of 
the parts, will. ſee that it muſt be ſo. By the fracture. of the fibula, 
the dilatation of the burial ligament af the joint, and the rupture of 
chaſe which ſhould! tie, the end of the tibia firmly to the aſtragalus 
and os calcis, the. perpendicular hearing of. the tibia On the aſtragalus 
is loſt, and the foot becomes diſtorted,; by this diſtortion the direc - 
tion and action of all the muſcles already recited are ſo altered, that it 
becomes (in the uſual way of treating this caſe) a difficult matter to 
reduce the joint, and, the ſupport of the fibula being gone, a more 
difficult one to keep it in its place after reduction. If it be attempted 
with compreſs and ſtrict bandage, the conſequence often is a very trou- 
bleſome, as well as painful ulceration of the inner ancle, which very 
ulceration becomes itſelf a reaſon why ſuch kind of preſſure and ban-' 
dage can be no longer continued; and if the bone be not kept i in its 
place, the lameneſs. and deformity. are ſuch, as to be very fatiguing to 
the patient, and to oblige him to wear a ſhoe with an iron, or a laced: 
buſkin, or ſomething of that wy for a great n or perhaps for 
life. . 

All this trouble, pain, difficulty, and 1 inconvenience, are occaſioned 
by putting and keeping the limb in ſuch poſition as neceſſarily puts 
the muſcles into action, or into a ſtate of reſiſtance, which in this caſe 
is the ſame. This occafions the difficulty i in nenn, and the difi- 


A cdulty 


* 
protruſion of the bane, it not infrequently ends in a fatal gangrene, 
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culty in keeping it reduced; this diſtorts the foot, and by pulling it 
outward and upward makes that deformity, which always accompanies 
ſuch. accident ; but if the poſition of the limb be changed, if by lay- 
ing it on its outſide, with the knee moderately bent, the muſcles form- 
ing the calf of the leg, and thoſe which paſs behind the fibula and un- 
der the os calcis, are all put into a ſtate of relaxation and non-refi- 
ſtance, all this difficulty and trouble do in general vaniſh immediately; 
the foot may eaſily be placed right, the joint reduced, and by main- 
taining the ſame diſpoſition of the limb, every thing will in genera 
ſucceed very happily, as T have many times experienced. II ee ola 
Two kinds of fracture there are, and only two that I can adallea: 
(relative to the limbs) which do not admit of the bent poſition of the 
joints, I mean that of the proceſſus olecranon at the elbow, and that 
of the pets} in theſe a ſtraight pofition of the arm and leg is neceſ- 
fary ; ; in' the former to keep the fractured parts in contact till they are 
united, in the latter, to bring them as near to each other as wy" belt 
ſerve tis purpoſe « of Wn. afterward. „ 
52 TAY f Wing 
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5 Aldbongd a Araighe poſition of the limb is necifury for 08 broken 1 ke this | 
very poſition becomes ſo upon the ſame principle, as renders the bent poſture moſt advan- 
tageous in the broken tjbia and femur, viz, the relaxation of the muſcles and tendons at- 
tached to the fractured bone. 
© Whoever will for a moment attend to the Jifpoſition of the pieces in a patella, which 
has been broken tranſverſely, will ſee how little neceſſary or uſeful the many contrivances 
of bandages, ſtraps, compreſſes, buckles, buttons, &c. to be found in writers are, eſpe- 
cially all that part of them which are applied to the inferior fragment, 
i By the action of the united tendons of the extenſores. muſcles of the leg, the ſuperior 

fragment is pulled upward and ſeparated from the inferior, but the latter remains nearly, 
f not abſolutely, where it was before the accident; there is n to act upon it, and 
therefore it cannot, nor does it move. 

The extenſion of the leg puts the muſcles 08 to ths upper part of the broken 2-3. 
into a ſtate of relaxation, and prevents Weir acting; and ' hag a ſmall compreſs juſt 


above 
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With regard to the fracture of the patella, an opinion has long and 
generally prevailed, which ſeems to me to have no foundation in truth, 
or (when duly conſidered) even in probability ; it is, that the great 
degree of ſtiffneſs in the joint of the knee, which is ſometimes found 
to be the conſequence of this kind of fracture, is owing to, or pro- 
duced by, a quantity of callus falling into it from the edges of the 
broken bone, and that the nearer the broken pieces are 'Brongae to 

| each other, the more likely ſuch conſequence is. n 

Every part of this doctrine ſeems equally abſurd. In the firſt place, 
the fractured bone is by no means capable of ſupplying ſuch a quantity 
of callus as to produce this end, unleſs it may be ſuppoſed to run from 
it as ſolder from a plumber” s ladle; in the ſecond place, if this was the 
caſe, the moſt likely, and indeed the only probable way of preventing 
the depoſition of ſuch juice, muſt be by bringing the broken pieces 
into cloſe contact; and in the third place, there is no authority from 
the appearance of ſuch joints after death, (at leaſt as far as my expe- 
rience goes) to ſuppoſe this to be the caſe, or to countenance ſuch 
opinion. The cauſe therefore of this rigidity, which is now and then 
found to attend the broken patella, muſt be ſought for elſewhere, viz. 
in the Tong reſt and confinement of the joint, as a means uſed by many 
to pi procure exact un ion; in miſchief done to the li gament, which is 
formed by the united tendons of the four extenſor muſcles of the leg, 
at the time of and by the fracture; and in the nature of the fracture 
itſelf, that is, the manner in which the bone ſhall happen to be 
broken. 

But, be all this as it may, the fact undoubtedly 3 is, that they walk 
beſt after ſuch accident, whoſe patella has been broken tranſverſely, 
and that into two nearly equal fragments; "Whoſe confinement to the 
'bed has been ſhort, that is, no longer than while the inflammation 
laſted; whoſe kno, after ſuch period, has, been daily and moderately 


moved 3 
above this piece, with a dats bandage, may be uſeful toward retaining it, yet it is 


'  . the poſition of the leg which muſt keep the broken piece down, and effect the cure. 
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moved and in whom. the broken pieces ate not brought into era 


contact, but lie at ſome ſmall, diſtance from each other. 


I_canngt take leave of this ſubject of ſimple fractures, without 
mentioning a circumſtance relatiye, to, them, which although, when 
rightly. underſtood, is of little or no importance, yet by being miſun- 
derſtood, becomes frequently « of confiderable conſequence. 

+I mean, the uſe of the term, riſing end of a broken hounqe. 

By the expreſſion, any one unacquainted with. theſe thin gs Mi be 
inclined to think, that the prominent part of a broken bone roſe,. or 
was elevated from. its natural place ; z and becam e by ſuch. ring ſwpe- 


174 
1 N 


rior to the other part or extremity « of the ale This would cer- 
tainly be £2 idea of an ignorant erden. and as e would be of little 


a oe 


KS „ 


great conſeduence. Many innen are ee in \ which our 1 
duct is in great meaſure regulated by the language which we uſe. Having 
no ideas annexed to our words, leads us into abſurdity and unintelligibi- | 
lity, but falſe ones influence us Mill mores. and ee 0 
The fiſtula lachrymalis, the fiſtula in perinzo, ad that 5 in ano, are 
glaring proofs of this, and my: preſent ſubject is full as much ſo: for 
upon the erroneous idea annexed. to the term ring end, ſtands, all the 


abſurd practice of compreſs, bolſter, and a ee in the Gy of 
fimple fraQture.* | 


> 
The 
8 1 


* W years nel by rl 4 d to be a a contrivance of 


his own to keep down the riſing end of a broken tibia. It was ſomewhat upon the prin- 
8 ciple of Petit's tourniquet, and calculated to act by compreſſion, I told, him my opinion 


freely, but the inventor was wedded to his i invention; and the firſt ſimple fracture he ap- 


* he thereby converted into a compound one, by prefling che bone through the 


. 
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Tho truth is, that there is really no ring end to a broken bone; I | 
mean, when applied, as the term uſually is, to the leg, thigh, and 
clavicle. There is indeed a ſuperior or prominent end or part, and an 
inferior or depreſſed one, but the former of theſe is in its proper place, 
from which it cannot by art be moved ; *and the latter, which is not 
in its proper place, is very capable by art of being put into it. 

Perhaps this may' to ſome appear a mere play of words; a nominal 
diſtinction, without a real difference ; but when the influence, which 
a right or wrong idea of this produces on practice i is attended to, the 
conſequence will be obvious and ſerious. ' 

When a collar bone, os femoris, or tibia and fibula are broken, by 
the action of the muſcles, by the motions of the patient, and by the 
mere weight of the inferior part of the arm, thigh, or leg, the frae- 
tured ends of ſuch bones are diſplaced, and always diſplaced in ſuch 
manner, that the inequality occaſioned: neceſſarily by ſuch diſplace- 
ment, proceeds from the inferior end of the fractured bone being re- 
tracted or drawn under the ſuperior : this produces a tumefaction or 
unequal riſing, and the upper extremity of the fracture is therefore 
called the riſing end of it. Now the man who regards this rifing end 
as that part of the fracture which has by ſuch riſing got out of its 

| place, and not às having accidentally become the prominent part 
merely by the inſinuation or retraction of the other part underneath it, 
will go to work with holſter, compreſs, and -bandage, in order to 
bring and keep ſuch end down z by which means he will give his pa- 
tient conſiderable pain, and While he depends on ſuch means alone, 
will moſt certainly be fruſtrated”, in his intention and expeckation, the 
means not being adequate to the propoſed end., But the, man who 
looks On, this 1 an. the true light. that is, WhO looks on the ſuperior. 
part, as being in its proper place, and the inferior; "as being! diſplaced 
by the wn of the limb, and the action of the muſcles, will know, 

that 
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that by the : mere _ poſition of ſuch limb, he. ſhall be able to remedy all 

the i inconvenience and deformity, as far, as they are by art capable of 
remedy, without the parade, or the fatigue of uſeleſs apparatus. ente 

He will, for, example, know that. the, prominent part of a broken 

claviele, that part of it which i is next to che ſternum, is juſt where it 
ſhould be ; and, that the inferior part, that Which is connected with 
the ſcapula, is out of its place, by being drawn down by the weight 
of the arm; and therefore inſtead of loading, as is uſual, the promi- 
nent part with quantities of compreſs, which never can do any ſervice, 
he, by a proper elevation of the arm, will bring the lower end upward 
into contact with the other; and thereby, with yery little trouble, ca- 
ſily accompliſh what. he never can do in any other mange. however 
operoſe. ee 3 

The ſame thing will hy * (Fa the 14 N in the ow nd 

thigh; a prominence, or a riſing. end, there always will. be, | but that 

riſing end is never to be brought down by any. preſſure, from compreſs 
or bandage; 3 the fallen. or, inferior one. muſt always be brought up to it 
| by the proper poſition of- the, reſt of the limb: this will always epos ä 
the inequality as far as it ĩs femoveable, 2nd nothing elſe can. * vella 
tend 308 unt mn yd ar did uf ods: 0 üg 251 


1 In a profeſt regular treatiſe on this ſubject, it would, be right, to take notice of, 1 . 
may be called the infortuniaor accidental evils, which fometimes accompany, even. "kunpls = 


; ſuch are, difeaſe ariſing from injury done to the "medullary membrane, within 
the bones in bad habits: hemorrhage, or a ſpecies of ſpurious aneuriſm, from a bund 


of the interoſſeal artery, between the tibia and fibula, or of either of the carpal arteries : 


miſchief from.the fracture becoming aceidentally he ſeat of the eriſis of a ſever, deficiency 
of callus, or the I Il of the broken bone ot ting 5 the fractured limb becoming the 
ſeat of an eryſipelas, terminating | in a noug of the common mentbrans 1 and perioſteum : 
the gelatinous juice or callus hich ftiould unite the fracture, being in ſo morbid a ſtate; 
28 to produce a kind of caries wii exaſtoſis, (inſtead of its-doing/its proper duty, xc. -of 
al tele pre ace din e 4a pes coma the din Which brug. 
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oy Uſe * term ms Subs in, the Sele in 1 the 
| . Engliſh, have always uſed, it; * Be. if e 5 W 
— bone complicated with a Woudd.. 

In this kind of caſe the firſt object of ph is, Sn oe the 
preſervation of the fractured limb can, with [ſafety to the: patient's! life, 
be atternpted'; or in other words, whether the \probable chance of 
deſtruction, from the nature and tircumſtances of the abeident, is hot 
greater than it would be from the operation of amputation. Many 
things may concur to make this the caſe. The bone or bones being 
broken into many different pieces, and that for a conſiderable extent, 
as happens from broad wheels, or other heavy bodies of large ſurface, 
paſſing over, or falling on ſuch limbs; the ſkin, muſcles, tendons, &c. 
being ſo. torn, lacerated and deſtroyed, as to render gangrene and mor- 
tification the maſt probable and moſt immediate conſequence; the ex- 
tremities of the bones forming a joint being cruſhed, or as it were 


comminuted, and the ligaments connecting ſuch bones being torn and 
ſpoiled, are, among others, fafficient reaſons for propoſing and for per- | 


forming immediate amputation, | Reaſons, which (notwithſtanding. 
any thing that may have been faid-to. the contrary)” long and reiterated - 


experienee has approved, and which are vindicable en wa Mine: 
ciple o of humanity, of chirurgie knouledge. oi 6 
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When a ſurgeon ſays, that a limb, which has juſt ſuffered a parti- 
cular kind of compound fracture, ought rather to be immediately cut 
off, than that any attempt ſhoald be made for its prefervation, he does 
not "mein by fo ſaying, that It is abfolutely impoſſible for fuch limb to 
be preſerved at all events ; he is not to be ſuppoſed to mean ſo much in 
general, though ſometimes even that will be obvious; all that he can 
truly ap jjaſtly meꝶh js, that from the experience ef all time it has 
been found, that the attempts to preſerve limbs fo circumſtanced, | 
have moſt frequently been fruſtrated by the death of the patients, in 
cönſequente of fuch injuty ; and that from the ſame experience it has 
beech found, that the chance of deith from dae! is by no e- 
equal to that ariſing from ſuch kind of fracture. 

- Every: man knows, thlat apparently deſperate caſes are — 
cared; and: that᷑ lim ba ſo ſhattered and wounded, as to render ampu- 
tation the on rab, means for. the preſervation of life, are now 
and then faved. „This is an uncontroverted fact, but a fact which 
proves very little againſt the common apinion ; becauſe; every. man of 
experience. alſo knows, [that ſuch eſtapes ate vety tare much top. rare 
to admit of being made precddaents, and w_ eee . ſuch at- 
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„ The baron Van Swieten, writing as many others have done, that is, theoretically 
on ſurgery, adviſes us, in the eaſe of very bad compound fractures, which may moſt pro- 
bubly-require. amputation, to:defer, the pperation,” until we have: tried the ſoree of anti- 
ſeptic fomentations and applications of like kind for two or three days; and this opinion 
and vice he builds, i in ſome meaſure, on a remarkable ſucceſs of La Motte, in a ſeem- 
ingly ſperate caſe, of a man's leg maſhed by the wheel of a heavy carriage. 

That De La Motte's patient eſcaped, I'make no doubt, becauſe he has ſaid fo; but 
the-furgeon ſhewed much more raſhneſs in attempting to ſave ſuch a limb, than he would 
have: done in the amputation of it; the operation would. have been the more juſtifiable 
practice. With regard to the barog's advice, to ſtay. two or three days, I take the liberty 

10 add, that if * that, * ſeveral more; for at the end of that time (I mean two 
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This confideration relative to amputation is of the more importance, | 


becauſe it moſt frequently requires immediat* determination z every 


minute of delay is, in many in ſtances, to the patient 's diſedvaittage ; | 


and a very ſhort ſpice of time indeed Frequently makes Al tlie diff! 
ence between probable ſafety and fatality. If theſe eaſeb BF general 


would admit of deliberation- for tb or thtee days, ahd düfing that 


time ſuch circumſtinces might be expteted to atife, is obght neceffi- 
rily to determine tlie futgeon in his contutt, MMttiout adding to tlie pra 
lem hazard, the difference Obe colfidertble; the — jo Wotild 
not feet to be ſo precipitate ur His dete frtatiönt, 8 he is frequently 
chought to be; and tlie lattetz Being mate Cohvläced 8f the necefftty, 
would ſubtmit to it witk lefs telückende: Bat unhippily fen both para 
ties, this is fefdom the cafe? atid (REAR opportunity Having been ned 
glectedt or Hot embrace, we ade very ffequchtty denied aksthefe Fler 
therefore tire whole Exertich of à mae jüdgntent i Quits chat he 
may neither tatfly and Ungecemtelty Udprive His Paticht of a Tink, nor 
through a Falſe tenderneſs or rinidity, füffer him tc pefih by enden. 
vouring to prefervs ſuch lib. "Some dbgtce of zädlelt is MY mtcel! 
fary upon ſuch occaſion, in order to convince the patient, that what 
feetns” we determined üpD¹ Haſtify and wich Freire e ban dot 
ſafely adrmit of longer deliberation. 
The limb being thought capable of phefirvation; the rent Und 


ration is the teduckibit of 'the fracture. The cafe er difieulty atteads 


ing this depends, not onfy on che getleral nature of the caſe, but on the 
particular difpoſitton' of the bone with regard: to the Hound! tech vent 
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In I have here ſaid, I believe I ſhall have every man in ** profeſfion, who — either 
| true humanity or ſound judgment founded on experience, on my fide. 
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If the bone be, not ptotruded forth, the trouble of reducing, and of 
placing the fracture in a good poſition, will be much leſs than if the 
caſe be otherwiſe; and in the caſe of protruſion or thruſting forth of 
the bone or bones, the difficulty i is always in proportion to the compa- 
rative ſe of; the wound; through which ſuch bone has paſſed. In a 
compound fracture of the leg or thigh, it is always the upper part of 
the broken bone which. is thruſt forth. If, the fracture be of the 
tranſverſe kind, and the wound large; a moderate degree of extenſion 
will in geperal.cafily. reduce-it 5 but if the fradture be oblique, and ter- 
minates,, as it often does, in a long ſharp point, this point very often 
makes its way through a wound no larger than juſt to permit ſuch ex- 
tenſion... ; In)this caſe, the very placing the leg in a ſtraight: poſition, 
in ordes to make extenſian, ohliges the wound, or orifice. to gird the 
bone tight, and makes all that part of it, which.is out of ſuch wound, 
preſs hard oh the Irin of the leg underneath. if. In theſe circumſtan= 
ces, all attempts for reduction in this manner will be found to be im- 


Praciicable; the mere, be leg jg ſtretched. ont, the tighter the bone will 


be, begirt by the wound. nfl the more it will preſs on the ſkio War- 


e cl Nad! 10 3 fl sten on 19 al none 0 tot * 


xcafion, it ig not. very pnuſual mu erte 
au, and by that means to remove a portion of the protruded bo 

I will not ſay that this is always or;abſalutely, vnneceſſury on rs 
bot it moſt certginly is frequently, pr, In dme few inſtances, and in 
the caſe of extreme ſHarp-Paintedneſs of the gxtremity of the bone, it 
may be, and undoubtedly is right: Nut zg many inſtances, it rg 
unneceſſary. a 75 

The two moſt proper means of overcomin g this difficulty are, 


change of poſture of the limb, and enlargement of the wound. In, 


many caſes the former of theſe, under proper conduct, will be found 


fully ſuffeient; and where it fails, the latter ſhould always be made 
e GOD nenen een ins wild neee bit 935 
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uſe of. Whoever will attend to the effect, which putting the leg or 
thigh (having a compound fracture and protruded bone) into a ſtraight 
poſition always produces; that is, to the manner in which the wound 
in ſuch poſition girds the bone, and to the increaſed difficulty of re- 
duction thereby induced, and will then, by changing the poſture of 
ſuch limb from an extended one, to one moderately bent, obſerve the 
alteration thereby made, in both the juſt- mentioned circumſtances, 
will be ſatisfied of the truth of what I have ſaid, and of the much 
greater degree of eaſe and practicability of reduction in the bent, than 
in the extended poſition, that is, in the relaxed, than in the ſtretched 
ſtate of the muſcles. - Reduction being found impracticable, either by 
extenſion or change of poſture, the obvious and neceſſary remedy for 
_—_ difficulty is enlargement of the wound. This to ſome practitio- 
ers, who have not ſeen much of this buſineſs, appears a diſagreeable 
3 and therefore they endeavour to avoid it; but their ap- 
prehenſions are in general groundleſs and ill- founded; in enlarging the 
wound there is neither difficulty nor danger, it is the ſkin only which 
can require diviſion, and in making ſuch wound there can be no poſ- 
ſible hazard. It is needleſs to ſay that the divifion ſhould be ſuch as to 
render reduction eaſy; or to remind the practitioner, that ſuch en- 
larged opening may ſerve very good future purpoſes, by making way 
for the extraction of fragments, and the __ of matter, e 
&. 8 
If * bons be Wann into fevorl pieces, and any of them be ei- 
ther totally ſeparated, ſo as to lie looſe in the wound, or if they be fo 
looſened and detached as to render their union highly improbable, all 
ſuch pieces ought to be taken away; but they ſhould be removed with 
all poffible gentleneſs, without pain, violence or laceration, without 
the riſque of hemorrhage, and with as little poking into the wound 
as . If the extremities of the bone be broken into ſharp points, 
which 
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which points wound and irritate the ſurrounding parts, they muſt be 
removed alſo. | But the whole of this part of the treatment of a com- 
pound fracture ſhould be executed with great caution ; and the practi- 
tioner ſhould remember, that if the parts ſurrounding the fracture be 
violated; that is, he torn, irritated, and ſo: diſturbed as to excite great 
pain, high inſlammation, &c. it is exactly the fame thing to the pa- 
tient, and to the event of the caſe, whether ſuch violence be the ne- 
cefary conſequence of the fracture, or of his unneceſſary, and awk- 
ward manner of poking into, and diſturbing the wound. The great 
objects of ſear and apprehenſion in 2 compound fracture (that is, in 
the firſt or early ſtate of it) are, pain, irtitation, and inflammation: ; 
theſe are to be avoided, prevented, and appeaſed by all poſſible means, 
let every thing elſe. be as it may; and although certain; things are al- 
ways recited, as neceſſary to be done, ſuch as removal of fragments; of 
bone, of foreign. bodies, &c. &c. &c. yet it is. always to be under» 
ſtood, that ſuch acts may be performed without prejudicial or great. 
violence, and without nne en hazard e 
incurted by the diſeaſe. 577 09 | 
Reduction of or ſetting © compannd fracture i is Sa 4 in the 
pb that is, the intention in both is the ſame, viz. by means of a 
Proper degree of extenſion to obtain. as apt a poſition of the ends of the 
fracture with regard to each other, as the nature of the caſe will admit, 
and thereby to produce as perfect and as ſpeedy union as poſſible. 
To repeat in this place what has already been ſaid under the head of 
extenhon, would he tedious and. unneceſſary. If the arguments there 
uſed for making extenſion, with the limb ſo; moderately bent as to re- 
lax the muſales, and take off their power of reſiſtance, have any force 
at all, they muſt have much more when applied. to the pre ſent caſe : ! if 
it be allowed to be: found: very painful to extend, or ta put.op:keep;on. 
thy oo muſcles. which ate not at alb or but lightly wounded, and 


only 
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only liable in ſach extenſion to be pricked and irritated, it is ſelf-evident 
that it muſt be much more ſo when the ſame parts are torn and 
wounded conſiderably; when the ends of the fractured bone have 
made their way quite through them, divided the ſkin, and d all 
open to the acceſs of the air. 

Every conſequence which does or may be ſuppoſed to flow from 
wound, pain, or irritation, in conſequence of violence, muſt neceſſa- 
rily be much greater, when a lacerated wound, and that made by the 
bone, is added to the fracture; not to mention the ills ariſing from ex- 
tending or ſtretching out muſcles already torn or half divided. 

One moment's reflection muſt be ſufficient to convince any reaſon- 
able man : but experience is the only proper teſt of all theſe kinds of 
things. Let this method of treatment then, be fairly and properly 
ſubjected to it; and if the great advantage of the one over the other 
does not appear, that is, if the leſs ſenſation of pain by the patient, 
and the more happy, more perfect, and mote expeditious accompliſh- 
ment of his purpoſe by the ſurgeon, do not determine greatly in favour 
of relaxed poſition, I am, and have for a configerable length of time, 
been greatly miſtaken. '- 

The wound dilated, (if ebene looſe pieces vel; (if PE 
were any) and the fracture reduced, and placed in the beſt poſſible po- 
ſition, the next thing to be done is-to apply a dreſſing. | 

On this ſubject a great deal has been ſaid by writers, particularly by 
fuch of them as have implicit faith in external applications; but, in 
order to be able to execute this part of the proceſs properly, a man has 
only to afk himſelf, What are the intentions which, by any kind of 
drefling to a compound fracture, he means to aim at the accompliſh- 
ment of? And a rational e to this will nl him all that Hos can 
want to Row.” | | 


The. 


- 
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The drefling neceſſary in a compound fracture is of two kinds, viz. 
this for the wound, and that for the limb. By the former, we mean 


ſloughs, matter, extraneous bodies, or fragments of bone, and this in 
ſuch manner, and by ſuch means, as ſhall give the leaſt poſſibſe pain or 
fatigue, ) ſhall neither irritate by its qualities, nor oppreſs by its quan- 
tity, nor by any means contribute to the detention or lodgment of 
what ought to be diſcharged. By the latter, our aim ſhould be the 

prevention ot removal of inflammation, in order, if the habit be good, 
and all other circumſtances fortunate, that the. wound may be healed, 
by what the ſurgeons call the firſt intention, that is, without ſuppura- 
tion or abſoeſs; or that not being practicable, that gangrene and mor- 
tiſication, or even very large ſuppuration may be prevented, and ſuch - 
a moderate and kindly degree of it eſtabliſhed, :as may beſt ſerre the 
purpoſe of a cure. The firſt therefore, or the dreſſing for the wound, 

can conſiſt of nothing better, or ingeed ſo good, as ſoft dry Iint! laid 
on ſo lightly as juſt to abſorb the ſanies, but neither to diſtend the 
wound, ot be the ſmalleſt impediment or obſtruction to the diſcharge 
of matter. This lint ſhould be kept clear of the edges, and the whole 
of it ſhould be covered with a pledgit ſpread with a ſoft eaſy digeſtive. 
The times of dreſſing muſt be determined by the nature of the caſe ; 
if the SiGharge: be ſmall or moderate, once in twenty-four hours will 
be ſufficient z, but if it be large, more frequent drefling will be neceſ- 
fary, as well to prevent offence, az;to-remedy the nalen, ari- 
fivg from a great charge of an cb ſharp ſanies. 


15 5 . 


23 


Gach pitt eb an e as e inflammation, and. "atk af 
of parts are likely, to produce, is different with different practitioners; 
ſome uſing from the very firſt, relaxing, greaſy, applications; others 
lying medicines of very different nature. Boch theſe may be right 


conditicnally, 


to maintain a proper opening for the eaſy. and free diſcharge of gleet, . 


-- 
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atv, "that is, fccording to different circumſtances in the caſe, 
But they catihdt be equally ſo in the ſame circumſtances. N 
0 wow practitivfiers are accuſtomed to envelope compound fractures 
In a ſoft, warm, relaxing cataplaſn from the very firſt; whether the 
limb be in a: tenſe Wollen ſtate, or not. 'This, if I may take the li- 
berty of ſaying ſo, appears to me to be injudicious. When from ne- 
glect, from length of time paſſed without aſſiſtance, from miſconduct 
or drunkenneſs in the patient, from aukwardneſs and unhandineſs ih 
the aſſiſtants, or from any other cauſe, a tenſion has taken poſſeſſion of 
the limb, and it is become tumid, ſwollen and painful, a warm cata- 
plaſm is certainly the beſt and moſt proper application that can be 
made, and that for very obvious reaſons; the ſtate of the parts under 
theſe tircumſtances is ſuch, that immediate union is impoſſible, and 
nothing but a free and plentiful ſuppuration can diffipate or remove 
impending miſchief: every thing therefore which can tend toward re- 
laxing the tenſe, ſwollen,” and irritable ſtate of the parts concerned, 
muſt neceſſarily be right; the one thing aimed at, (plentiful ſuppura- 
tion) cannot be accompliſhed without it. But when the parts are not 
in"this ſtate, the intention ſeems to be very different. To relax ſwol- 
len parts, and to appeaſe pain and irritation by ſuch relaxation, is one 
thing ; to prevent inflammatory defluxion and tumefaction i is certainly 
another; and they ought to be aimed at by very different means. In 
the former, a large ſuppuration is a neceſſary circumſtance of relief, 
and the great means of cure; in the latter 1 it is not, and a very mode- 
rate degree of it is all that is required. The warm cataplaſm there- 
fore} although it be the beſt application that can be made uſe of in 
the one caſe, is certainly” not ſo proper in the other, as applications of 
à more diſcutient kind, fuch as mixtures of ſpirit. vini, vinegar and 
water, with crude fal ammoniac, ſpirit. Mindereri, acet. litharg. and 


medicines of this claſs;' in whatever form the furgeon may chuſe. By 
DT | 
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theſe, in good habits, in fortunately-cireumſtanced caſes, and with the- 
aſſiſtance of what ſhould never be neglected, I mean, phlebotomy,, and 
the general antiphlogiſtic regimen, . inflammation may ſometimes; be 
kept off, and a cure accompliſhed, without large collections or diſchar- 
ges of matter, or that conſiderable degree pf ſuppuration, which, tho 
neceſſary in ſome caſes, and almoſt unavoidable in others, are and muſt 
be rather promoted and encouraged than retarded or provenned; by 
warm relaxing applications of the pultice kind. * 
Compound fractures in general require to be dreſſed every 0 and ; 
the wounded parts not admitting the ſmalleſt degree of motion without 
great pain, perfect quietude becomes as neceſſary as frequent dreſling., 
The common bandage therefore (the roller) has always in this caſe - 
been laid: aſide, and. what is called the eighteen-tailed. bandage ſubſti- 
tuted,. very judiciouſly, in its place. Of this I have Nready wee 
largely, as to make repetition unneceſſar. Ia 
Splints, that is, ſuch ſhort ones as ate moſt commonly made uſb of - 
in ſimple fractures, are by all forbid in the compound, and that for the 
ſame reaſon which ought to haye prevented them from having ever 
been uſed in the former, viz. becauſe the probable good to be derived 
from them can be but hulk; and the, nit: miſchief is obvious and 
conſiderable. 1 5 
But although ſhort puts a are FR many mais palpably. improper, | 
in both caſes, yet thoſe of proper length, thoſe which reach from 
joint to joint, comprehend them both, and applied on each ſide of 
the leg only, are very uſeful both i in the ſimple and in the compound 5 
fracture, as they may, thus applied, be made to keep the limb more 
conſtantly ſteady and quiet, than it can be. kept without them. 
With regard to poſition of the limb, I have already been ſo explicit, 
when. ſpeaking of the ſimple. fracture, that to ſay any thing more 
about it here would be an. eaſe of the reader's. time. and ; patience. - 
| = 1735 un 


anv' DISLOCATIONS. 683 
The only, or the material difference between a ſimple and a compound 
fracture, as far as relates to this part of the treatment, is, that as the 
parts ſurrounding the broken bone in the latter are more injured, and 
conſequently” more liable to irritation, pain, inflammation, and all 
their conſequences, therefore every method and means, by which the 
alleviation of ſuch ſymptoms, and the prevention of ſuch conſequences 
can be obtained, is- ſtill more neceſſary and requiſite. Among theſe 
the poſture of the limb is ſo principal a circumſtance, that without its 
concurrence. every other will be fruitleſs. The points to be aimed at 
are, the even poſition of the broken parts of the bone, and ſuch diſ- 
poſition of the muſcles furrounding them, as is moſt ſuitable to their 
wounded, lacerated ſtate, as ſhall be leaſt likely to irritate them, by 
keeping them on the ſtretch, or to produce high inflammation, and at 
beſt large ſuppuration. Theſe, I fay, are the ends to be purſued ; and 
how much the poſition of the limb does, and muſt neceſſarily contri- 
bute to the advantage or difadvantage Juſt recited; muſt be ſo obvious 
to any body capable of reflection, that n more need be ſaid 


P it. 


At the beginning of theſe ſheets, 1 nabe faid, that it was not my 
intention to write a regular treatiſe, but only to throw out a few hints, 
which I hoped might prove uſeful to ſuch” as have not yet received bet- 
ter information. The part of my fubje& at which I am now arrived, 
does not indeed admit of much more: a few! general precepts , are all 
which a writer can give; the particular method of conducting each 
particular caſe, muſt be determined by the! nature of that caſe, and by 
the judgment of the ſurgeon.” "ew | | 
© Every body knows, or ought to kriow, that theſe caſes; of all 
ethers,” require at firſt the moſt rigid obſetvance of the antiphlo- 
giſtic regimen; that pain is to be appeaſed, and reſt obtained, by ano- 


e 3 that inflammation is. to be prevented c or removed, by free and 
4 S 1 | frequent 
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frequent bleeding, by keeping che body open, and by. the, adminiſtra- 
tion of ſuch medicines. as are beſt; known to ſerve ſuch purpoſes 
And that, during this firſt ſtate or ſtage, che treatment of thęllimb, 
muſt: be calculated, either for the Prevention, pf. inflammatory, tume- 
faction, by ſuch applications as ate ig; general known. by the title of, 
diſcutients; or, ſuch tumor and tenſion having already taken poſſeſs. 
ſion of the limb, that warm fomentation, and relaxing and eee 
| medicines are. required. Mi 8 ledig of ei Oe: 70 ging 21 
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If theſe, according to the particular exigence of the caſe, prove Gs: 
ceſsful, the conſequence i is, either a quiet eaſy wound, which ſuppu- 
rates very moderately, and gives little or no trouble; or a wound, at- 
tended at firſt with conſidetable inflammation, and that producing 
large ſu ppuration, with great diſcharge and troubleſome formation and 
lodgment of matter. If, on the other hand, our aereupen do. donner 
ceed, the conſequence i is gangrenę and mortification .,' 1 uo ow 


$5331] 


| . Theſe. are the three general events or terminations of A e 
fragure 3 and axxprding to theſe muſt, the bend «beg an 
latec. one Ae. 

In che firſt inſtance, | he has indeed nothing to do Wu woid ing 

miſchief, either by, his manner of drefling, or by diſturbing the limb. 

Nature let alone will acgompliſh her own purpoſe z, and art has little 

more to do than to preſerye the due poſition; of the limb, and to take 

care that the dreſſing applied to, the yqund, proves no impediment. 
In the ſecond. ſaga,; that of formation and lodgment of matter, in 
conſeqbence of large ſuppuration, all a ſurgeon's judgment will ſome- 
times be required in the treatment both of the patient and his injurec 
limb. Iolargemeat , of; the, preſent wound, for the more convenient 
diſchar * of matter 3 new or counter- openings f for. the ſame. Purpoſes! 
Eis A E 8. of tint 1519 neige biin 


* It f is , praiice lch ſome, fromya timidity: i in uſing a kyite, to make uſe of bolſters | 
and' aha an for the 4 of lodging-matter. Where another, or a coun- 


% 


111 - . 0 * : ter- 


any D ITS LOCATIONS. 685 


or for the extraction of fragments of broken or exfoliated bone, will 
very frequently be found neceſſary, and muſt be executed. In the do- 
ing this, care muſt be taken that what is requiſite be done, and no 
more; and that ſuch requiſite operations be performed with as little 
diſturbance and pain as poſſible; the manner of doing buſineſs of this 
kind, will make a very material difference in the Kalke of the pa- 


tient. 


Very contrary, or at leaſt very different intentions, ſeem to me to 
require the ſurgeon's very particular attention in the two parts of this 
ſtage of the diſeaſe. | 
Previous to large ſuppuration, or conſiderable collections and lodg- 
ments of matter, tumefaction, induration, and high inflammation, at- 
tended with pain, irritation, and feyer, require evacuation by phlebo- 8 
tomy, an open belly, and antiphlogiſtic remedies, as well as the free 
uſe of anodynes, and ſuch applications to the limb as may moſt ſerve 
the purpoſe of relaxation. But the matter having been formed and 
let out, and the pain, fever, &c. which were ſymptomatic thereof, 
having diſappeared or ceaſed, the uſe and purpoſe of ſuch medicines 
and- ſuch applications ceaſes alſo, and they ought therefore to be, diſ- 
continued. By evacuation, &c. the patient's ſtrength has neceſſarily 
(and indeed properly) been reduced; by cataplaſm, &c. the parts 
have been ſo relaxed as to procure an abatement or ceſſation of 'inflam- - 
mation, a ſubſidence of tumefaction, and the eſtabliſhment of a free 
ſappuration ; but theſe ends once fairly and fully anſwered, another in- 


tention ariſes, which regards the ſafety and well-doing of the patient, 
nearly, 


2 


tag-opening. can in conveniently and fafely be made, it is always vrekideble ; the compreſs + 
| ſometimes acting diametrically oppoſite to the i intention with which it is applied, and con- 
tributiog to the lodgment by confining the matter beſide which, it requires a greater 
degree of preſſure to make it efficacious,: than a lnb in ſuch circumſtances PRA: can 


bear » 
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nearly, if not full as much as the former, which intention will be ne- 
ceſſarily fruſtrated by purſuing the method hitherto followed. The 
patient now will require refection and ſupport, as much as he before 
ſtood in need of reduction; and the limb, whoſe indurated and in- 
. flamed ſtate hitherto required the emollient and relaxing pultice, will 
now be hurt by ſuch kind of application, and ſtand in need of ſuch as 
are endued with contrary qualities, or at leaſt ſuch as ſhall not continue 
to relax. Good, light, eaſily digeſted nutriment, and the Peruvian 
bark, will beſt anſwer the purpoſe of internals.; the diſcontinuation of 
the cataplaſms, and the application of medicines of the corroborating 
kind, are as neceſſary with regard to externals.* 7 
In ſhort, if there be any rationale in the uſe of the cataplaſm in the 
firſt ſtage, its impropriety in the ſecond muſt be evident from the ſame 
principles. S0 alſo with regard to evacuation, and the antiphlogiſtic 
regimen, when all the good propoſed to be obtained by them has been 
received, a purſuit of the fame method muſt become injurious, and 
that for the ſame reaſon why it was before neceſſary and beneficial. 
A non-attention to this has, I believe, been not infrequently the 
a 5 the loſs both of limbs and lives. | 5 
Every body who is acquainted with ſurgery knows, that in the caſe 
of bad compound fracture, attended with large ſuppuration, it ſome- 
times happens, even under the beſt and moſt judicious treatment, that 
the diſcharge becomes tod great for the patient to ſuſtain ; and that af- 


ter all the fatigue, pain and diſcipline, which he has undergone,” it 


becomes 


It is ſurpriſing how large and how diſagreeable a diſcharge will be made for a conſi · 
derable length of time, in ſome inſtances, from the detenfion and irritation of a ſplinter 
of bone.” If therefore ſuch diſcharge be made, and there be neither ſinus nor lodgmentJ 
to account for it, and all other circumſtances are favourable, examination ſhould always 


be made, in order to know whether ſuch * does not exiſt, and if it does, it muſt de 1 
gently and carefully removed. 
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becomes neceſſary to compound for life by the loſs of the limb.“ 
This, I ſay, does ſometimes happen under the beſt and moſt rational. 
treatment; but I am convinced that it alſo is now and then the conſe- 
quence of purſuing the reducing, the antiphlogiſtic, and the relaxing. . 
plan too far. I would therefore take the liberty. ſeriouſly to adviſe the | 
young practitioner, to attend diligently to his patient's pulſe and gene- 
ral ſtate, as well as to that of his fractured limb and wound; and when 
he finds all febrile complaint at an end, and all inflammatory tumor and 
hardneſs gone, that his patient is rather languid than feveriſh, that his. 
pulſe is rather weak and low than hard and full, that his appetite be- 
gins to fail, and that he is inclined to ſweat or purge without aſſignable 
cauſe, and this in conſequence of a large diſcharge of matter from a 
limb which has ſuffered great inflammation, but which is now become. 
rather ſoft and-flabby. than hard and tumid ; that he will in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances ſet about the ſupport of his patient, and the ſtrengthening, 
of the diſeaſed limb zotis viribus ; in which I am from experience ſa- 
tisfied, he may often be ſucceſsful, where it may not be generally ex- 
pected that he would. At leaſt he will have the ſatisfaction of having, 
made a rational attempt; ; and if he is obliged at laſt to have recourſe to 
amputation, . he will perform. it, and his patient will ſubmit to it, with 4 
leſs reluctance than if no ſuch trial had been made. & 

I have ſaid, that. a compound fracture either unites and heals as it - 
were by the firſt intention, which is the caſe of ſome of the lucky few, 
(and was my own ;) or it is attended with high inflammation, multi- 
plied abſceſſes, and large e demanding all a ſurgeon's atten- 


tion. : 


There is one circumſtance relative to compound fractures, which perhaps may bo 
deemed worth noting ; which is, that I do not remember ever to have ſeen it neceſſary to. 
amputate a limb for a compound fracture, on account of the too great diſcharge, in - 
which the fracture had been united. In all thoſe caſes, where the operation has been 


| found neceſſary on account of te — the fracture has always been perfectly looſe and - : 
. Ulunited. 
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tion and ſkill; and even then ſometimes ending in the loſs of * lim 


or life, or both; or, that all our attempts prove fruitlefs from the = 


and gangrene and mortification are the inevitable Euer AR of the 


The two firſt I have already foken to, the laſt caly remains. © 
- Gangrene a and 'mortification are ſometimes the inevitable ShiſequetiL 


ces of the miſchief done to the limb at the time that the bone is 


broken; or they are the conſequences of the laceration of Jy made 


by the mere protruſion of the ſaid bm. 


They are alſo ſometimes the effect of improper or dezüigebt treat- 


ment; of great violence uſed in making extenſion; of irritation of the 


wounded parts, by poking after, or in removing fragments or ſplinters 
of bone; of painful dreſſings; of improper diſpoſition of the limb, 
and of the neglect of phlebotomy, anodynes, evacuation, &c. Any, 
or all theſe, are capable either of inducing ſuch a ſtate of inflimma- 
tion as ſhall end in a gangrene, or of permitting the inflammation, 
nech attendant pb n beeldent, to terminate in the ſame 


ite N > 


When ſach accident or ſuch diſeaſe i is the mere conſequence of the 
injury "done to the limb, either at the time of or by the fractute, it 
generally makes its appearance very early; in which caſe alſo, its Pro- 
greſs is generally too rapid for art to check. For theſe reaſons, hen 
the miſchief ſeems to be of ſuch nature as that gangrene and mortifica- 
tion are moſt likely to enſue, no time can be ſpared, and the impend- 


ing miſchief muſt either be ſubmitted to or prevented by early ampu- 


tation. I have already ſaid, that a very few hours make all the differ- 
ence between probable ſafety and deſtruction. If we wait till the diſ- 
eaſe Bas taken poſſeſſion of the limb, even in the ſmalleſt degree, the 
operatlon will ſerve no purpoſe, but that of accelerating the patient's 
death. If we wait for an apparent alteration in the part. e hall have 


7 a pr” — 


waited - 


2 A IS LOCATION 14 1 


waited until all opportunity of Being really ſetviceable is paſt. The 
diſeaſo takes poſſeſſion of. the cellular membrane ſurrounding. the large 
blood veſſels and nerves, ſome time before it maltes any appearance in 
the integuments; and will always be found to extend much higher in 
the former part, than its appearance in the latter ſeems to indicate. I 
have more than ones ſeen the experiment made of amputating, after a 
gangtene has been begun, but I never ſaw it ee it Had W 80 
haſtened the patient's deſttuction. "oy 
As far therefore as my experience. will i me. to ini Or as 7 
| may from thence be permitted to dictate, I would adviſe that ſuch at- 
tempt mould never be made; but the firſt opportunity baving been ne- 
glected or not embraced, all the power of the chirurgie art is to be 
employed in aſſiſting nature to ſeparate the diſeaſed part from the 
ſound ; an attempt which now and then, under particular eircumſtan- 
ces, has proved ſucceſsful, but which i is fo rarely ſoz, WARNER, mary 
depended upon. | 
If the parts are ſo bruiſed 2 torn, that the Wray 4 
them is rendered impracticable, or if the gangrene is the immediate 
effect of ſuch miſchief, the conſequence of omitting amputation, and 
of attempting to ſave the limb is, as I have already qbſeryed, moſt 
frequently very early deſtruction: but if the gangrenous miſchief; be 
not merely and immediately the effect of the wounded ſtate of the 
but of high” inflammation, badneſs of general habit, improper 
diſpoſition « of the limb, &. it is ſometimes in our power ſo to alle- 
viate, correct, and alter theſe cauſes, as to obtain a true with the diſ- 
caſe, and a ſeparation of the unſound parts from the ſound The 
means whereby to accompliſh this end muſt, in the nature of things, 
be varied according to the produeing cauſes or circumſtances tho ſen- 
guine and bilious muſt be lowered: and emptied; tlie weak and debili- 
tated muſt be affiſted by ſuch medicines as will addi force toi the vis 
4 1 | vitæ; 


tenſiön and induration will point out the uſe of ſomentation and warm 
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vite; and errors in the treatment of the nnd or fracture mat be 


cbtrected; but it ig evident! to commonſenſe; that for: theſe there is 


nd poſnbilith of preſeribing any other than vety generell rules indeed. 
The nature and bifcurm ſtanves f ech individuab eaſo mult determine 
dhe Practitioner 's cbt . t ln non Sj! 1 184/ tit ot 
In general, inammation will require phlebotomy and an; open 
belly, together with. the neutral antiphlogiſtio mediaines i pain and r- 
ritation wilt ſtand in need of anodynes, and the Peruvian bark; joined 
in ſome caſes, and at ſome) times, with thoſo of the cooling kind, at 
others with the cordial, will be ſound neceſſary and uſeful. So alſo. 


relaxing cataplaſms, "and the'moſt-foft and lenient treatment and dre(- 
fig." But chere ate two- parts of the treatment of this kind, ef caſe 


mentibge by tie generality of imme Lcnanot think of 1/48 
plications to the wound 5 et , bes is commonly. called, ſeari- 
fication'of the Hmb. [ Let it be remarked, that Tifpeak.of both; theſe, 


ab preſeribedd asd practiſed while che gangrene is forming, as it were, 
and the parts are by no means thottified;Þ While the inflammatory 


tenllon fubfiſts,” alleviation” of pain and relaxation of the wounded 
and feollen parts, in order to obtain a ſuppuration and gconſequently a 


ſeparation, ſeern to conſtitute the inteation / Which onght to be pur- 
ſued upon che moſt rational principles warm irritating tinctures of 
myrrh; "aldes and ecuphorbium ; mixtures of tinct. myrrh. with mel. 
E pyptiae. and ſuch kind of medicines, which are found ta \be, fre- 
quently ordered, and indeed are frequently uſed, particularly in com- 
pound fractures produced by gun-ſhot, ſeem. to me to be very oppoſite 

to ſuch intention, and very little likely to produce or to contribute to 
-the one thing which ought to be aimed at, I mean the eſtabliſhment 
* a kindly: en, I know Wes is ſaid, in SPE, to this, y viz. 


| that 
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that ſuch kind of ſtimulus aſhſts nature in; throwing off the diſeaſed 
parts e but this id a kind ef language, which, I believe will be found 

upon examination ig have been firſt uſed without any fufficient or good 

ground, and to have been echoed ever ſince upon truſt. . It had ite 

foundation in the opinion that gunſhot wounds were poiſqnous, a, 

chat the mortification in them was the effect of fire,, and it, has been 

continued ever ſinde, to the great detriment of mapy. a ſufferer. A 
gunſhot wound, whether with or without fracture, is a wound accom- 

- panied with the higheſt degree of contuſion, and with ſome degree of 
laceration, and every greatly contuſed and lacerated wound requires the 
-ſame kind of treatment which a gunſhot wound does. as. far as regards 
the ſoft parts. The intention in both ought to be to appeaſe pain, ir- 
ritation, and inflammation, to relax the indurated, and to. unload the 
ſwollen parts, and by ſuch means to procure a kindly; ſuppuration, the 
conſequenee of which muſt be, a ſeparation of the diſcaſed parts from 
the ſound.) Now whether this is likely to be beſt and ſooneſt accom- 
. pliſhed by ſuch dreſſings and ſuch appligatigns as heat and ſtimulate, 

and render the parts to which they are applied criſp. and Nel. N 

N beleft to common ſenſe to determine. 

Scarification, in the manner and at the time d it is e generally 

Wow performed, has never appeared to mę to, haye ſerved | any 

one good - purpoſe, When the parts ate really mortified, ingifions 

made of ſuſſioient · depth will, give diſcharge to a quantity of agrid and 
-\offenſive. ichor g will, let out the confined air, which, is the effect of 
- patrefaRion, and thereby will contribute to unloading the whole limb: 


5 2 andi they will: ao. make way for thę application of prqpet drefliags. 


But while a gangrene is impending, that is, while the parts are 
in he higheſt ſtate of ĩuſlammation, what! che benefit, can, be which, is 


ſuppoſed or expected to proceed from ſcratching the ſurface of the tin 
-'7with a lancet, I never could imagine; nor, though I have often leen 


4T 2 it 
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It praciſed, do remember euer to hive ſeen any real benefit from dt. 
Af che Nini be Mil Pond end of quick ſenſation, athe ſvratehing itsin 
Wits (print manner is pain fal, and adds to the inflamed ate of it; 
* it be not und, but quite ul tered; ſuch rfuperficial cncifion oan do 
n pofftble ſerie; both che ſunles and che enpri ned air are beneath 
"he! meimbrüna adipoſe; and>meitly-ſermotiingitheitfkin in the ſuperfi- 
| &ial- wanne in which i iy done; will not rexeh 1 
charge either. iv 10 hh eee havow ofa 
Prom what kinbabacid, win appear, that e lives einge | 
-of time,” or three ſtages of a bad oo pOund fracture, in which: ampu- 
etation of: the limb may be neceſſury andlright, and theſe three! points 
-of time ate ſo limited, that :a good: deal vf the hazard or ſafety of the 
operation depends on the obſervance or non - obſervante of them. 
The mſt ig immediately after the accident, befote inflammation has 
raakenipoſiefiion! of the parts If this opportunity be neglected or not 
-embractd, che ivonſequence is either a F or a large ſuppuration, 
With formation and login ent of matter. If ehe former of theſe be 
the caſe, the operation dught never eee there is a 
perfect and abſolute ſeparation of the mortified parts. If [the latter, 
Wo man can ipeffibly propoſe” the removal of a limb, until it be found 
by ficient” trial, that there 18 ne proſpeck of obtaining a cure with - 
ͥut j und tlint by not performiiig the operation, the patients ſtrength 
and life will be ohauſted by the diſcharge.” When this becomes the 
chazafd, the ſboher amputation. is petformed the better. lu the frſt. 
: @iffdrive,\thecoperation ought to take place Before inflammstory mi- 
chi is incurred; in the focond, we cure to wait for a KkIHd of etiſis of 
„uch ififlaminiation ;: in the third, the proportional ſtrengili and Kate of 
-ithe patient, compared with the May > ee ſtats ol dhe fractue, 
"uſt form dur Meternuünation. 01 20%4q 05 baſs „Ans *0 batonart 
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Robo HL e e equals ch; kp 
- -foregaivgi pAges,..000 cerning the extended or felaxed, 
dhat is, theo reſiſtent or non reſiſtent ſtate of he muſ- 
cles, as depending on the poſition of the limb, may be 
applied with 1.5 truth and equal advantage to diſlocations, as to 
ifräctures, Neither of them can indeed. be rightly underſtood or judi- 
oioufly tretted Nithout . ſuch / conſideration. In both, a perfect know-- 
ladge of the; diſpoſition, forge, attachments and uſes of the muſcles, at 
eaſt thoſt of the limbs, are abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceſſary: 
and if ite ydung Rudents would be gereful in attending to the plain 
and obvious parts of anatomy; if they would with their ow]n hands 
ꝛdiſlett the iuſclesi tendons, bleod-veſſels and nerves; if they would 
examine minutely tlie ſtructure, diſpoſitions and connexions of all the 
Facts which form the various. joints, with their ligaments, and attend 
-to the affects which the p&iond of the, muſeles and tendons connected 
„ therewith 


21 21% 
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an maſt neceſſarily have on them, 8 they v wol d have Huch — 


cn 


pteciſe and adequate, ideas of _ Juxationg,, han. many, of. , them. ave; 
they would «ig ideas of their awn, not tagen. vpon t From Wi : 
ters, who have for ages done little more than copy each other, 4 nd 
by would act with much more fatisfaRion to themſelves, 

By what our forefathers have ſaid on the ſubject o of luxations, and by f 
Is deſcriptions and figures which they have left us of the means they 
uſed, of, what they call theic organa and machinemata, it is plain that 
force was their object, and that whatever purpoſes were aimed at or 
| executed by theſe inſtruments or machines, were aimed. at and exe- 

„ | cuted principally by violence, 
| NAVI or moſt of them indeed, Tee had Ke Worth od bn a 


man's joints aſunder, than to ſet them to rights. I will not go fo far 
as to ſay, that they are all equally bad or improper; z but! I will venture : 


* +4 Hit jt 


to affirm, that hardly any of them are 3 contrived as to execute the 
purpoſe for which they ſhould be uſed, in the manner moſt agreeable, 
or molt adapted to the nature or mechadiſhn of, the parts on yl they 
Are to operate, or to accompliſh: ſuch purpoſe in the moſt eaſy and moft 
- practicable matiner, and "qveitly.. 2 I [have already ſeid, th act 
by force principally. s Jeppy D4s art) ups A, Bates: 
Nor is that all; weg them labour under another detect, and at 
capable of producing. great miſchief 1 Which ie, that the forde or 
power of the inſtrument is not alyays, geterminable, as to degree, by 
the operatot, and conſequently. may do too. little or too much; arcord- 
| : ing to different eircumſtances in che ak or- more or: leſs caution or 
5 raſhneſs in the ſurgeon. 7952 (£0103; eh 21 be. ole, 0 b 
I know very well 1 05 many of ele ate now "laid aſide, and that 
-o da few have been ſo altered, as to become uſeful ;; but ſtill· the fame 
kind of principle, on which theſe. inſtruments were originally founded 


20 conſtructed; very generally prevails, and violence is uſed, to the 


great 
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age, Pain, and inconvenienee of the patient, in many caſes, 
ich dexte crity, Joink'ra a knowledge of. the parts, eg execute 
the an: , With fy een 
0, diflocations, Aviv e out. great attention ge d be "pie 
to the muſcles belonging to ite paft affected. "Thefe' are the moving 
powers, and by theſe the joints, as Well as other moveable parts, are 
put into action white the parts t to be moved are in right order and 
| diſpoſition, their ations 'witt be regular and ju, and generally deter- 
minahle by the wall. of. the agent, (at leaſt in what are called volun- 
tary motions) ; but when the faid parts are diſturbed from. that order 
and diſpoſition, the action or power of the muſcles does not therefore 
ceaſe, far from it, they ſtill continue to exert themſelves occaſionally ;. 
but inſtead of produing, regular motions, at the will of the agent, 
they: pull /and{diſtort the parts they are attached to, and which by be- 
ing diſplaced cannot perform the functions for which they were de- 
ſigned. | 
From hence, and from hence principally, atiſe the trouble and dif- 
ficulty which attend the reduction of luxated joints. The mere bones 
compoſing! the articulations, or the mere connecting ligaments, would 
in general afford very little oppoſition; and the replacing the diſloca- 
tion would require very little trouble or force, was it not for the reſi- 
ſtance of the muſcles and tendons attached to and connected with 
them: for by ei examining the freſh joints of the human body, we mall f 
Kad that they not only are all moved by muſcles and tendons, but alſo, 
that. although what are called the ligaments of the joints do really con- 
nect and hold them together, in ſuch manner as could not well be ex- 
Pro without them, yet, in many inſtances they are, when ſtript of 
all connection, b very Weak and lax, and ſo dilatable and diſtractile, 
that they do little more than connect the bones and retain the ſynovia ;. 
and that "the frengt, as wal as the motion dah the Cogn 1 in 
Au * 3305 P ny | great. 
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.great meaſure on the muſeles'in@'tendofis tonnefted with "en paſſing 
over chem; and this in thoſe” articoHtione which lars Ueſfgued for the 
1 quantity, as well as the celerity bf 'cfotiort! Bye dit mut 
follow, it as the figure, mobllity, ackioß, and Bength of We prin- 
cipal joints, depend ſo much more on the Muſcles Ad tendbons in dons 
, nection with them, than on their mere ligaments; chat the former are | 
10 the parts, which require. gur firſt and greateſt regard, cheſe being the 
parts which will neceſſirily oppoſe-ns *i in dur uttefupts⸗ for reduction 
and whoſe refiſtance muſt be either eluded ot overcome; tertns of very 
different import, and which 8 ee ought 60 be well ap 
priſed of. 8:20, odo He 
From the fame. examination is to betet ebase kind and degree of 
very uſeful information, which the ſkeleton cannot affprd. IL.mean an 
acquaintance with the ligaments themſrfvcs, both external and internal; 
the cartilages, both fixed and wiopcable; z aan ene 
is called the ſyno via. 
: This, to thoſe who are perfectly nn the ſutzetct/ — 
ſem. too obvious to have needed mention; but n6-o0nc:who/has not 
Exarpined' the joints can polltyly* have this kind of 'neveſſary) know- 
Jedge; and I am convinced that there are many practitioners who: have 
no idea of articulations, but what the ee, \ an: on nas 
furniſhed then, and Which/ muſt be very inadequates s 
I ha e neither Wifute! ner Tat Pfeſent 40 anter into tlie 
matter minutely, er indeed" as it defetves ; bebde which L ae, I 
fear, Tofficiently exerciſed my reader's ones alreddy in; the:forngh- 
wr ing W I will therefore detain him no longer thin-while.: L mem 
tion a few leading principles relative to lakations in genial, drawn. 
from the unte of" the parts concerned; and which, appear. ca e 
be appli K "very Kttle 77 Ro Pr He every particular 
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1. Although a joint may have been laxated by means of conſider- 
able violence, it does by no means follow, * 95 ſame degree of vio-- 
lence i is neceſſary for its reduction. IT 

2. When a joint has been luxated, at leaſt one rabies besser which 
it is compoſed is detained in that its unnatural fituation, by the action 
of ſome of the muſcular parts in connection with it; which action, 


by the immobility of the joint, becomes, as it were, e. and is not- 
under the direction o of the will of the patient. | 
3. That the mere burſal. ligaments of ſome of the j J e 
with great mobility, are weak, diſtractile, and conſtantly moiſtened; 
that for theſe reaſons they are capable of ſuffering conſiderable violence 
without being lacerated 16 that they, are alſo ee. moſt cer · 
tainly aa n 15 
4. That did the i of the aid Tia 10 much more 
frequently than I believe it does, yet it cannot be a matter of very 
great conſequence, as it neither totally prevents reduction. . 
timely. and Properly. attempted, nor a conſequent cure?“ 
. rn to oy Gale . e TI ITY . That 


81 0 "py 200 
® 161 the e a dilocated tibia, from A dete fibula, He ſtrong, inelaſtic, <\ 
tendinous ligaments, which faſten the end of the former bone to the aſtragalus and os cal- 
cis, are frequently torn 3 and as theſe by proper care Almoſt always do well and recover 
all their ſtiengthʒ there is the greateſt reaſon to expect, that the more weak, diſtractile 
ones do the ſame. The nl miſchief which ſeems moſt likely to follow from a laceration - 
of the latter i is, from) an effuſion of the ſynovia; of which I think I have (in a bad habit) 
ſeen an inſtance in the j joint of the ancle, That the laceration of the burſal ligament of 
the ſhoulder cannot be A frequent or general impediment to reduction appears to me, from 
my never having in mare than twenty years care of an hoſ pital, met tvith a « ſiogls a” - | 
of its imprafticability, | whey attemptW@ in time AN 4; 
For it can hardly be. ſuppoſed, that ſuch kindafiaceident ould never bave allen to 42 
my lot, or to the peaple who | have acted under Wehn CE HZ 4 tA 
But even if chis could be ſuppoſed, I can alſo ſay, that I 40 not 8 impoſibie- 
lity oF feduction to have e happened to any of the other” gentlemen of the houſe, under the 
ſame circumſtancee . 
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. That ſuppoling foctb 6beident to 5e fredukfit, yer ud ft 10 cpöf- 

1 Gbleitollknow/with any kind of certigtyf Whether ft Has Hipbeted 8 
not, or in What part of the ligament, it Crtitt B Aümtitröd a4 f üg 
fot out eondudty nor õuglrt ſuch? mere coiecure to product ung devk⸗ 

ation from what. we ought to dog were thefe no ſüch füppbßttög. 
Cauld we know with certainty when and where this hia happ 7 
very vſofub information mighBindeed be drew fem fell» „lakes aft. 
6. That all che force uſed an-tedutitg a Iuxatet Bone: Bb It FOO 
or leſob bo it by hands, towels} ligatures or mnchfes; ought" aways 
to be applied to the other extremity on ile gad bone, and as * y 
poſſibla to that only. iet SLES (1347; * | 
Iasvery jeibe Gage ber" amen Gira edv adde which : 
renders it liable to be diſplaced, is alſo a very conſiderable aſſi ſanèe in 
its reduction. T mea #16 9Htubrtity or diſtractite power bf” tie ga- 
ments their/bapacity-of giving way when ſtictched or pufted àt. r | 
This is perhaps dle ſirongeſt atgumegt Whith” can be brvdsked. why : 
all the force made ufe of in reduein ng a diffocated' joint ſhould be ap⸗ 
plied:tö that bone only; and not to the next. By the yielding nature 
of theJigaments of the luxated joint, reduction i is to be accompliſhed. 
The ligaments" of thé other articulätion, which 150 not lükated are 
yielding atfo} atid all theforce WHICH is 4) A pplied t6"the bone below © ot 
adjoining, muſt neceſſarily, be "Lotin"the etc is notluxs. 
ategs; and can be of little or no ſerpice In tlint Which i657! Ace 
Let this principle be applied to the Giflocatiotrof the joint 6f tlie 
ſhoulder, and ät will ſheu' us why the ambi, in which the whole arm 
is tied down, and ſubjected to the extending power of che ſaid inſtru- 
ment, is defective, and may be pernicious;-- Why inſtruments built 
on the ſame general principle, but in Hch the fore arm is not faſt r 
ened down, but left at liberty and not ſubjected to the Iigatüre, exe- = 


cute their purpoſes With a er deal leſs force. Why the vulgar but 
| | frequently = 1 
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| frequently very ſucceſsful method of reducing this joint, by placing 
the operator's heel in the axilla of the ſupine patient, ſometimes fails, 
the ſurgeon not having proper aſſiſtance, and contenting himſelf with 
pulling at the patient's wriſt only. It will alſo ſhew us, why, in the 
caſe of a luxated os femoris at the joint of the hip, the ſtrength of 
five or ſix people divided between the joint of the knee and that of 
the ancle, ſhall, be inſufficient, and that of four, nay three of the R 
| ſame aſliſtants, ſhall in the ſame caſe prove ſufficient, by being all, 
and properly applied to, the Knee and femur Walk. as I _ more than, 
once ſeen. 
Many other apalicating; of this 8 wight be 1 but theſe 
are ſufficient. to thole-who Wiarton ye en itſelf and ſee its. 
. farce.) ole! 
7. That in "7" reduRiont of 4b 59 as are 8 of « round 
head, received into a ſocket, ſuch, as thoſe of the ſhoulder and hip, 
the whole body ſhould. be hwy as . for the lan rea- 
ſon as in the foregoigg. F i 
8. That in order to make: uſe 3 an, 88 Facoh with: all W 0 
ble advantage, and to excite thereby the leaſt pain and inconvenience, 
it is neceſſary that all parts ſerving to the motion of the diſlocated 
joint, or in any degree connected with. it, be put into ſuch, a ſtats as. 
to give the ſmalleſt poſſible degree of reſiſtance. 
This I take to be the firſt and great principle ba ade 3 
| ought, to. regulate, his conduct in reducing luxations. This will ſhew 
us why a knowledge. of all the muſcular and tendinous parts, acting 
upon, or in connection with the articulations, is abſolutely, neceſſary 
for/ him ho would do his byfineſs.ſcjentifically, wick ſatisfaction to 
hiaiſelf or with caſe, to his patient. I will chew. us, that the mere 
poſition. of the limb, below the luxated joint, is what mult either relax: 
N tenſe the ports ia genes sing ih that jaint, and conſequently 
Faso. TE. 4U A | | that: | 
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that poſture i is more than half of the buſineſs, | It will ſhew us, why 

metimes the luxated os bumeri flips 1 in, a8 it were, of its own AC 
. 55 merely changing the poſition of the arm, when very: violent 
attempts, previous to this, have proved fucceſsleſs. It will ſhew us 
why extending the arm in a ſtraight line horizontally, or ſo as to 
| male a right angle with the body, muſt in ſome inſtances, render all 
moderate attempts fruitleſs. Why the method of attempting reduc- 
| tion by. the heel in the axilla is ſo often ſucceſsful, notwithſtanding 
two very conſiderable. diſadvantages. under which it Iabours, viz. part 
of the force being loſt in the elbow, and the tenſe ſtate of one head 
of the biceps cubiti.. Why the tying down the fore-arm in the com- 
mon. ambi is wrong, for the ſame reaſons, © Why the fore-arm ſhould 
at all times (let the method of reduction be what it may) be 'bent; 
viz. becauſe of the reſiſtance of the long head of the biceps i in an ex: 
tended poſture. Why when the os humeri is luxated ſot ward, or ſo 
that its head lies under.the great pectoral muſcle, the carrying the ex 
tended arm backward, ſo as to put that muſcle on the ſtretch, renders . 
 the-reduQtion very difficult, and why, on the contrary,” the bringing 
the arm forward, ſo as to relax the ſaid . muſcle, removes that diffi- 
culty, and renders reduction eaſy. Why the reduction of a luxated 
elbow ſhould always be attemptetl by bending . the aid joint. Why. 
when the inner ancle is diſlocated: in conſequence of a fracture of the 
fibula, it is extremely difficplt at all times, and ſometimes impracti- 
cable, either to reduce or to keep reduced the ſaid joint, while the leg 
is in an extended poſture; and why a bent poſture of the leg enables 
us with eaſe to accompliſh both thoſe ends., Why in the caſe of diſlo- 
cation of the head of the os femoris, (be it in hat manner it may) a 
| traight poſition of the leg and thigh will always increaſe the difficulty 
af reduction; and why that very diſtorted” and bent "diſpoſition, in 
Which the en will BEV! Meer it ſor e own Cal is and mut be 
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| the poſtiie, wol Bede far” reduction; 3 Ee it it is 4 0 por 
that at poRite in . "this mucke moſt oy to, [make eee 


moving 8 1 in an ne or e no fte ought to be made for 
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ter inftfument than 1577 W or "indeed. than a all; becauſe it is a 
lever joined to an extenſor; and "that ca pable of being uſed with the 


«6 ow 1711 


arm, in ſuch pöſſtion My to require the leaſt extenſion, and to admit 


110 


the moſt; beſide which it is graduated, and . perfectly under 
the dominion of the operitor. | 
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e will thew us, why the of method by the . or Lie ome-. 
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times prodiced : a fracture br the neck of the Wan 3 25 I 1 have ſeen it 
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Why if à ſufficient” degree ' of + extenfion be not made, the towel 


$4444 , 


over the faͤrgeon's ſhoulder, and under the Patient g axilla, muſt prove 
an impediment rather than an afliſtance, by thruſting the cad of the 
humerus under the neck of the Teapula, "inſtead of Gireding it into its 
Wee en ile t Don e ee e e 
Pe the bar 116 dene pin Aale che axilla produce ab fled! ef 
et. tete ate e n l Cat tiny . x 
aa une Ua 47 3d (86 ene Mrs UE A eie ee. 20 
„ bs the bub. Kr Mete o& 2 lükated ape there f is one Ercumitince,” which by 


being overlouked, or not attended to, has more than once rendered every effort Wan 
"MM is uſual and indeed neceſſury to tie down and conſine the patient on a bed or table, in 


order to keep his, body firm and Ready 3 One patt. of the bandage pr ſtrapping ade 
he i is confined is fixed in the groin, and paſſing o over his, belly, and under his buttock, is 


fiftened above of rather beyond "bk bead to ſomething. immoyeable. If this bandage be 
placed (as I have ſeen it) in the groin on the ſide of the luxated bone, it will prove ſo 
far from being aſſiſtant, that it will neceſſarily fruſtrate every attempt. 
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Why the KF Ss of bending the arm (that is, the 08 hu- 


merſy' dns lic, before faffelent extetiſion has been 1 made, "prevents 
the very wt on at; .by pithipg 0 head, of” the bone under the 


ſcapula, , which" the continuation of the N a | fey fans 
only {ould hive (carried into its proper plate, n | 
1 Know it is ſaid, that' mere extenſion! 850 4 avis. the head of the 
bone out from the axilla, if which it was tad; 25 but does pot replace 
it in the acetabulum ſcapblæ. To which 1 Will "venture, to anſpet, 
that! when the head of the os bumper is drawn forth; from the, axilla, 
and brought to a level with the cup of te tcapula, it muſt be, a very 
geht aud very, unpeceflary addition, ef extending. force, that yall or 
can keep'i it from Lelbg into it. All. that the ſurgeon has to do, Is. to 
| bring it to ſuch level; the muſcles attached to dhe bone vill. do the 
reſt for him, and that Whether he will d or not. 8 „beg 
Indeed if all the rational means and methods for 1 00 A. luxa red 
wonder be amiped, they, will be found 11 act pon. this, Principle, 
however differently. this matter n may appear to thoſe, who, h ave 7755 
tended to it. Even the common ambi ſucceeds, (by qneans of th of the 
dene, Which. the; carrying the. arm, down with, eo Rom pe 
| by. itslever. 4 That part c of the AARP. 0 tar from, þ hel clping, is of 
ten, a conſiderable hindrance, . and. even ſo mes Fruſtratgs the opera- 
tors intention, by puſhing the head of t 5 againſt, the, ſcapula, 
before it is ſufficiently. drawn out, from, the axilla. S409 Su idols 
2 it was neceſſary to add any thing in ſupport of this doctrine, I. 
ſhould ſay, that the ſuppoſition of laceration of the burſal ligament, | 
being a circumſtance frequently attending this Iuxation, and proving an 
impediment _ to reduction, is a ſtrong inducement to us to be always 
attentive to the making ſuch extenſion, it being much more likely 
that the head of the bone ſhould return back by the ſame rent in the 


ligament, when ſuch } ligament 1s moderately e r than when, 
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it may be een to lie vio or in folds, . 


& % 7 -@ © & 


- 16; Ths 


A DIS LOCATIONS. 703 

10. The laſt ptinciple which I ſhall take the liberty to mention, 
and which 1 would inculcate very ſeriouſly i is, that whatever kind or 
degree of force may be found neceſſary for the reduction of a luxated 
joint, that fuch force be employed gradually ; ; that the leſſer degree be 
always firſt tried, and that it be increaſed gradatim. 

Whobdet reflects on What is intended by extenſion, what the parts 
are which refiſt, and how that reſiſtance may be beſt overcome, will 
want little argument to induce him to accede to this principle ; the ad- 
vantages deducible from attending ” it, and the diſadvantages which 
_ and do follow the negle of it, are ſo obvious. 

They who have not made the experiment will not believe to how 
great a degree a gradually increaſed extenſion may be carried without 
any injuty to the parts extended; ' whereas great force, exerted haſtily, 
is productive of very terrible and very laſting miſchief, 

I know that the vis percuſſionis, as it is called, has been recom- 
mended,” as having been ſucceſsful in ſome difficult Tuxations ; but I 
have ſeen fuch bad conſequences from it, that I cannot help bearing 
my teſtimotly againſt it. The extenfiſe and diſtractile quality of the 
membranes, muſcles and ligaments, enũbles them to bear the applica- 
tiòn of very great force to them, without hurt, if ſuch force be applied 
| gradually, and proper time be allowed for the parts to give way in; 
bit great force, ſaddenly aj plied, is capable of producing the moſt 
miſchievous conſequences ; ; and that in e HURT" parts of furgery, 
beſide what relates to uxatiotis, | 18 N en 
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oh Otwithſtanding me vatiety of eperations and proceſſes 
- which, for the relief or cure of this diſeaſe, are to be 
found in almoſt all the books of our forefathers, yet it 
is very certain that, until within theſe laſt fifty years, 
neither the ſtate, nature, nor ſeat of it, were truly known; at leaſt 
not to the practitioners of ſurgery. 


Wild and various were the oonjectures concerning it: it was by 


aqueous; by ſome it was thought to be a condenſation of earthy par- 
ticles; by others a membranous film: it was ſaid by ſome to be ante 


4 X rior, 


fome ſaid to be a diſtemper of the vitreous humour by others of the 
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rior, by others, poſterior, to the pupil; it was often confounded with 
the gutta ſerena, and ſometimes even with an opacity of the carnea. 

Accident, one great ſource of many an uſeful diſcoyery both in 
phyſic and ſurgery, firſt "proved. it to be a diſtemper of the corpus cry-. 
ſtallinum; to be in, general abſolutely confined to it, and to cohſiſt of 
a greater or. leſs degtee of opacity: \-arid now, as is uſual in all fuch 
caſes, we are convinced, that all the attempts, and all the operations, 
which ever were made, or practiſed to any good purpoſe, either for its 
relief, or its cure, could be ſucceſsful only as they affected that body. 

Fron the knowledge pf its ſeat, and of pne of the principal cir- 
cumſtances of its nature, we have been enabled to direct our attempts 
more rationally, and to act with a greater degree of preciſion and ſa- 
tisfaction; but ſtill from all I have been able to collect, either from 
books or from practitioners, there are ſome material circumſtances re- 
lative to the diſeaſe, which are not rightly, at leaſt not generally un- 
derſtood ; ſome remains of the old doctrine ſtill continue to influence 
both our opinion and practice; ſome things are taken for granted 
which are by no per +. Kay's and practical inferences are « drawn from 
others, which are not a miſſible. Whether an attempt to ſet fore c of 
theſe in a clearer light, will or ought to be attended with any altera- 
tion i in the treatment of the diſtemper, muſt be left to others to deter- 
mine: I ſhall content myſelf with relating, as briefly as I can, ſome 
ben particulars which appear to me to to deſerve attention. | 

One general opinion among our anceſtors was, that every cataract had 

aeg was at one time immature or unripe, at another mature or 
fipe ; 3 and chat the term -unripe, neceſſarily implied a reh that of ripe, 


4. 


a hard, or br ſlate of the cryſtalline... 

The opinion 1 Was a neceſſaty copſequence « of the 3 then wot 
tomy embraced, and was therefore generally credited; and, as 
very often happens with regard: to e Muro it wWas 
* nnn als. 1 A enn = This 
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This docttine has, it is true, been contradicted by ſome of our beſt 

modern practitioners; but ſtill it not only remains the opinion of 

many, but has a very conſiderable ſhare in determining the preference 
ſuppoſed to be due to one metliod of operating over another. 

The terms imply, and are generally underſtood to mean, that every 
cataract is at firſt ſoft, through its whole ſubſtance; and that by de- 
grees, in more or leſs time, it becomes hard and firm, or at leaſt 
harder and firmer than the natural cryſtalline: which latter cireum- 
ſtance is by no means true, either neceſſarily or even generally. I will 
not fay that it never is: but I can venture to affirm, that it moſt fre- 
quently is not. Some of our remote anceſtors borrowed their ideas, 
on this ſubject, from the kernels of fruits, to which they have indeed 
compared the cataract: but the notions of ripe, and unripe, have re- 
mained with many who were aware of the exceeding abfurdity of the 
compariſon. 

If this was a merely ſpeculative point, it t would be a matter of very 
little importance; but as a practical inference is drawn from it, that 
the early, or ſuppoſed unripe ſtate is an improper one for an operation, 
and that therefore a patient ſhould wait for a later or ripe one, it be- 
comes a matter of conſiderable conſequence to ſuch perſon whether he 
ſhall, or ſhall not continue blind all that very uncertain ſpace of time. 
Neither is this all, material as it may ſeem, for the ſame doctrine i im- 
plies, that the firſt degree or appearance of obſcurity, however ſoft the 
cryſtalline may then be, will certainly be followed by an induration of 
it; or, in other words, that the cryſtalline is firſt rendered ſoft merely 
and only to, become hard afterwards : : that the ame firſt, or ſoft, ſtate 
is not proper for an operation, | becauſe it would neceſſarily render it 
unſucceſsful ; and that an increaſed degree of opacity, and obſcurity, 
may, in general, be regarded as marks of increaſed firmneſs: not one 
of which is true. 
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The natural, ſound, tranſparent eryſtalline, is very far from being 
uniform in its conſiſtence through its whole ſubſtance: its external 
part is much ſofter, and tore gelatinous, than its internal: which 
therefore, although equally tranſparent, may be ſaid to form a kind of 
nucleus, and is always of much firmer texture.“ From this ſound 
and natural tate, it is capable of ſeveral morbid alterations: it is ca- 
pable of being diſſolved, or of becoming fluid, without loſing any 
thing of its tranſparency: ꝙ it is capable of being diflalved into an 
apparently uniform fluid of a gelatineus kind of conſiſtence, but which 
will be more or leſs opake through the whole; it ſometimes becomes 
opake while it undergoes a partial kind of diflolution, which leaves, or 
renders the different parts of it, of very different degrees of conſi- 
Kence ; and it now and then, though very rarely, becomes opake 
through its whole ſubſtance, and yet preſerves its natural degree of 
firmneſs we e Beef af 5 4 . 


| Whenever 

. If this known difference of Sade FUE, the external and internal parts of 
the cryſtalline, was duly attended to, it would ſolve many of the appearances in cata- 
cacts; which, for want of ſuch attention, are either not accounted for, or very abſurdly. 
Among other phznomena, it would account for the very different colour which the dif- 
ferent parts of the ſame cataract ARE bear; and which has furniſhed the wildeſt | 
conjectures. * 

+ Tt bis been fappoſed, by very'goot'anatomilts, that the human eryftalline has ſome- 
times, between its ſurface. and ite capſuta,'a; ſmall quantity of fine pellucid' lymph; and 
conſequently that there is no immediate canneftion between that body and. its inveſting 
membrane. In many beaſts, as well as fiſhes, this i is known to be the caſe; but whether 
it be ſo in the human eye, is not very eaſy to be known during life; but that this is the 
cafe, ſometimes from-diftemper; I bave no doubt: I mean; that the whole cryſtalline is 
diſſolyed into a fluid. fol praſarving its tranſpareney. This kind of alteration, as I take 
it, farms, what.is amen — by others, the black 
cataract. Fra bal wifey tl og co opts io An} ; 

f * 1 From chis variety. oh alterations which the, cryſtalline nails of los SOR CT) ; 
' ceeds that variety of appearance which our anceſtors have called ſo many different kinds of 
entaracts. : 0 Oe 0 F | IP 
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Whenever the-cryſtalline becomes ſofter than it ſhould be, or tends 
towards ſuch ſtate, it is certainly diſtempered, and unfit for perfect vi- 
ſion, whether it be opake or not, or whatever its degree of opacity 
may be: but whoever fuppoſes that fuch foftened and opake cryſtalline 
will neceſſarily, ot even frequently, acquire firmneſs, or become hard 
by time, is exceedingly miſtaken. Opacity, though now and then ac- 

companied by what is called induration, is no proof of it, nor of any 
tendency towards it; ſo far from it, that ſome of the moſt diffolved or 
fluid cataradis, and which have been f for the greateſt length of time, 
are found full as opake as the moſt firm ones. 

| Whoever has an opportunity of obſerving this diſtemper, and will 
embrace it, will find that eataracts, which have, in a length of time, 
gone through all thoſe! alterations of colour, which are ſaid to indi- 
cate unripeneſs, and ripeneſs, are often as perfectly ſoft as they ever 
could have been; and, on the other hand, will ſometimes find them 
what is called firm or hard very ſoon after the firſt appearance of ob- 
ſcurity. That is, to ſpeak more truly, as well as more properly, the 
former, having been at firſt diſſolved, have remained in the ſame ſtate 
of diſſolution; and the latter, baving been at firſt only partially ſoft- 
ened, have been To” 1 ee ee . Wen a 1 
nucleus.* f n . Eren 

When, therefore, I make uſe of the term bungen 14 * in 
complintcorttith e common method of ſpeaking ; and not becauſe T 
think: OF it nee by * 4 nt Breton core — ogy al- 
| ene pr AW Kue  Eration 


+ © 04: (152.75 BY, 0G, eee gon 05 a. 
„For ahis there i is no gobbiliy of abcoumtng'rationally, bat by having receurſe 10 
the natural ſtate of the cryſtalline, with regard to the different conſiſtence' of its different 
parts. This will account for wieralteritions which it is liable fe6ity time, accident, or 
diſtempet; this will ſhow why: there is no- uniformly and univerſally hard cntaract; why, 
in all of them; the ſofteſt: pur is al wap un the ſurſace ; M bet ic tlie hardeſt, the 


central part is alyays the moſt firm ; and why the external and internal parts of n wane 
cataract, are ſo often ſo different from each other in colour. e 
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teration made in the ſtate of the cryſtalline j far from it; it neither 
conveys an idea of the, nature, nor of the extent of ſuch alteration-: 
with tegard to the former, the term-induration can, i with propriety, 
be uſed only in oppoſition to a perfect or general diſtempered diſſolu- 
tion, by much the majority of what are called! finm cataracts; being 
much leſs firm than the ſame eryſtalline was before ſuch. alteration: and 
with regard to the latter circumſtance, the extent of the miſchief, it is 
ſubject to the greateſt degree of uncertainty; being ſeldom or never an 
induration of the whole body, but moſt frequently a, firmiſfi kind of 
nucleus, of gre iter or leſs, ſize, contained within more or leſs of a 
gelatinous, or ſofter kind of ſubſtance: ſo- "my ths nucleus is called 
firm only in oppoſition, to chat envelopes is. 
In ſhort, if we would think, and; ſpeak of deten led i is 
(or as it appears: to me to be) inſſead of uſing the terms ſoft and hard 
in oppoſition. to each other, and as implying different effects either of 
time or of diſtemper on the cryſtalline, we ſhould ſay: that diſſolution 
or ſoftning, in ſome. degree, is by much the moſt common. effect: 
That, except inf ſame. few. inſtances, Where that bodynrgtains its na- 
tural firmneſs, while, it. loſes. its tranſpareney, the moſt frequent eon- 
ſequence is a ſoftening of its texture, either partial or total: and that 
ſeven times in nine, when the cryſtalline becomes opake, and tends 
towards forming à cataract, it: is more orc; leſs ſoſtned; ſometimes 
equally through its hole ſabſtanee, eee eee n A 
greater, or leſs portion left undiſſolved. nn id „ νανννο i ht | 
This undiſſolved part, which always makes ! is called _ ca- 
taract, may indeed be called firm i in oppoſitibn, to the ſofter, by which 
it is ſurrounded ; but even this very part js hardly; if ce ale fic as 
| the center of the natural and ſound cryſtallins liter 26 
I beg the reader's pardon for having been ſomewhat pe, but the . 
fabjea did n not n to me > to 1 been 2 . to. wy 94 
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It would-be: extecdingly! pleaſant, as well as advantageous, if we 
could previous tu an operation, know the true ſtate of an opake cry- 
ſtalline: it would enable a ſurgeon to determine his mode of opbra- 
ting with more prediſion, and to explain hat his intention by ſuch 
method was: it would give ſatis faction to himſelf as well as to ſtanders- 
by; and make that appear to be judicious and rational, which, under 
aur pteſent uncertainty, has often the ee of bong accidental, 
and done at random. _j Is 5144 wh tl 08 6 th T1; 

It is agreed. by all. wha 3 cation this fubje, and 
who are ingenuous enough to ſpeak the truth, that the mere colour of 
a cataract furniſhes no proof, to be by any means depended upon, re- 
lative to its conſiſtence; and that they which appear greyiſh, or bluiſh, 
or like whey, are ſometimes found to be firm and reſiſtent, while the 
more equally white ones, are often perfectly ſoft. 

I do not mean to aſſert, but merely to propoſe, to the eee 
of ſuch as may have leiſure and opportunity, whether when the opake 
cryſtalline, is quite diſſolved, ſo as to form a ſoft cataract, it is not, at 
the ſame time, ſomewhat enlarged s and whether when ſuch diſſolution 
does not take place, and what is called a hard cataract is . the 
cryſtalline is not, in ſome degree, leſſened or ſhrunk. 

Among the circumſtances which have concurred to We me to hut 
of this opinion is this, that, when the pupil has been obſerved to be al- 
ways in a {tate of dilatation, even when expoſed to a ſtrong light, and 
although capable of motion, yet never to contract in the uſual manner, 
I have moſt commonly found the cataract to have been ſoft; and, on 
the contrary, When the pupil has. been capable of full and perfect con- 
traction over. the cataract, Iithink. that ãt has moſt commonly proved 
firm; and this difference I have more than once obſerved in the dif- 
ferent, eyes of, the ſame perion,., The greates, degree of facility, with 


which, s fra cataract quits its Place, and paſſes thro! the pupil upon 
1 +: 260. the- 
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the divifion of the cornea, does not laſſen the probabilityciof this opi- 
nion. I could alfo-wiſh that they who have oppur tunity would inquire, 
whether the cataracts which have been found periettly ſoſt, have not, 
in genetal, become gtadually more and more opahe hy very flow de- 
grees:; and, in a length of time, the patient feeling little or no. pain ;/ 
and whether che firm ones do not, in general, become haſtily opake ; 
and are not preceded, oraccompanied by ſevere, — IEN 410 
in the os any tn the hinder ons it. S071 
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What has hicberte boem Raid; a ——— the theory of 
the diftemiper, may perhaps be thought to be of Hetle importance ; but 


when the influence which dete op may produce,” and indeed Hive 
produced ou practice, is conſidered, it wilt be fbund to be matter of 
ſome conſequence : while they ate conſmed to a fargeon's imagination: 
only, they are not of much conſideration ; but hen they are to regu- 
late his jadgment, and direct bis hand, they become rather ſerious. = 

Since the operation of extracting the'eataratt; inſtead of depreſſing 
it, has been introduced into practice, and made a kind of faſhion, it 
has been the humour to exaggerate all the obje&tions to which the lat- 
ter has been ſuid to be hable; and that in ſuch a manner, that they who 
have not had frequent opportunities of ſeeing buſineſs of this kind, fall, 
without reſlection, into the prevailing opinion; ſeem to wonder, hav 
the operation of couching ſhould ever have had any ſucceſs at all; and 
at the fame time are, from the aceounts given, inclined to believe, that 
the extraction is always ſafe, eaſy, and ſuoceſeful. 

The objections, ich are made againſt the operation of couching, at 

wa thoſe which hive ww ſemblance'of wir Whine, are nm 

to four: $1135 4: bs 1 A} t 
The firſt is, e be perfeckly foft, Ad ess wi 
got be ſuoceliful, from the impoſfbfty of — 
The 


end of it. 
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The ſecond ib that if it be of the mixed kind, partly ſoft, and 
0 hard, it will alſo moſt probably fail of ſucceſs, not only from 
the impracticability of depreſſing the ſofter parts, but alſo becauſe the 
more firm ones will either elude the point of the needle, and remain- 
ing in the poſterior chamber, ſtill form a cataract; or getting through 
the pupil dnto the anterior chamber, will there bring on pain and in- 
flammation, and en ene of eee the cornea- "oe their 
| OR 91S 2" 

The third is, that if. Wann be of the W ſolid kind; and 
3 capable of being depreſſed, yet, in whatever part of the eye it 
ſhall happen to be placed, it- will there remain undiſſolved, ſolid, 

opake; and although removed: from the ' pupil, yet rt ſome hin- 
drance to perfect viſion... © / 

The fourth objectiom 1s, that however — the Sepreliva- 
may have been accompliſhed; yet that the operation will neceſſarily 

occaſion ſuch violation, and derangement of the internal "oe of the. 
eye, as muſt cauſe very conſiderable miſchief: 

Theſe objections, if they have any teal weight, are of cial force 
in on: ſpecies of cataract; and therefore are the more worthy our at- 
tention : ſtnee, if they be founded on truth; they render the operation 
- unfrt for ' practice; but if they be not, miſtepreſentation and faſhion - 

thould never induge us to lay aſide any means which | have: been, and 
Wa may be, beneficial to mankind; 

The firſt, and ſecond, I can from frequently - repeated experience, 
omg to. be true. I mean that the operation of couching will 
not neceſſarily, or even generally, be- unſucceſsful, merely becaufe 
te cataract ſhall happen to be either. totally or partially ſoft: on the 
contrary, although- theſe ſtates will prevent perfect depreſſion, yet, by 
the judicious uſe of the needle, a recovery of fight, the true end and 
aimof the opetation, will be as · certainly and as perfectly obtained, a8. 
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it could have been either by depreſſion, or by extraction, in the ſame 
ſubject; and that generally without any af the many and great incon- 
veniences which moſt frequently attend the latter operation. 
The third objection is ſpecious, and therefote very generally cre- 
dited. That it never happens I will not take upon me to ſay, becauſe 
ſo many have aſſerted it; ſome of whom, one would hope, had ſome 
kind of authority for what they have ſo-paſitively, affirmed. But, on 
the other hand, when we conſider how few there are who have writ- 
ten from their own examination and experipnce z.and how many, who 
have taken for granted, and copied, What others have ſaid before them; 
our faith, will not be quite implicit. ,, Certain I am, from repeated ex- 
perience and examination, that this opinion has not that foundation i in 
truth which it is generally ſuppoſed to have; and that it has been em- 
braced and propagated. n, and was Ren inquiry. an 
riment, _ 

As this Crank indiflalubility o the 10 n is wot — 
ſo principal an objection to the operation of couching, even when it is 
capable of being perfectly depreſſed, as to be ſaid to over balance all 
the evils, many and great as they are, which frequently attend the ex- 
traction; but is alſo ſuppaſed. to be the cauſe of the failure of ſucceſs, 
when the, depreſſion. of the ſofter kinds of cataracts js eee it 
may be worth a little ſerious examination. L 
I ſhould be ſorry to have it thought, that 1; FE. 4 any predilection or 
partiality to one method of operating more than to another; or that I 
would with to give to either any preference; but what its ſuperior ex- 
.cellence, or utility might juſtly demand; but, on the other hand, I 
cannot poſſibly pay regard to any authority. however otherwiſe reſpect- 
able, when it contradicts what I know to be fact. Both operations 
are equally practicable by any m man who has za hand and an eye, and i is 
capable of performing either; but it; has of late years been ſo much 
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the humour to depreciate the one, and to extol the other, that it be- 
comes neceſſary to examine the ſuppoſed merits of one, and demerits 
of the other; and to ſee whether they be drawn from premiſſes which 
are true : if one is to be deemed univerſally preferable to the other, let 
the circumſtances, on which ſuch preference is to be founded, be 
drawn from fact, and not from fiction; let them be fairly and faithfully 
inquired into, and let ſuch inquiry determine. 

In order to aſſiſt in one part of this 1 inquiry, I beg leave to lay be- 
fore the reader, a few experiments and obſervations, which I have 
made; or I believe I ſhould more properly fay, have repeated ; ; they 
having been often made and obſerved, but not properly inforced or 
applied. ene 

When the apake cryſtalline f is in a a of diſſolution, or the cata- 
ract is what is called perfectiy ſoft, if the capſula of it be freely 
wounded by the couching-needle, the contents will immediately iſſue 
forth, and mixing with the aqueous humour, will render it more or 
leſs turbid : ſometimes ſo much as to conceal the point of the needle, 
and the iris of the eye from the operator. | 

This is. a circumſtance which has been obſerved by moſt operators, 
and ha: been mentioned by many writers; but it has always been re- 
garded and mentioned as an unlucky one, and as being, in ſome de- 
gree, preventative: of ſacceſs ; which is ſo far from being the fact, that 
as far as relates to this circumſtance merely, all the benefit which can 
be derived from the moſt ſucceſsful depreſſion, or extraction, moſt fre- 
quently attends it: as I have often and often ſeen. W 

The aqueous humour, however turbid it may become, will, in a 
very ſhort ſpace of time, be again perfectly clear; and ” no diſorder 
OD 4 Y 2 of 
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* When I fay experiments 410 Gba rates which I have made and repeated, 1 
would wiſh the reader to underſtand, that I have made them carefully, for the purpoſe ; 
and ſo repeatedly, as to be ſatisfied of their general truth. 
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of the capſula of the. cryſtalline, previous, or, conſequential, prevents, 

the rays of light“ will paſs without ohſtruction through the pupil, 
and the en will be ERR to as A euer as corte, have fol- 
10 % % % l 74 ien 48 eff 11e 73: 4 799) BUY 0; of . en 
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. The capfulas or: inveſting cabs of the Mn his very e an unſuſ- 
pected ſhare in the apparent opacity of that body z and is thereby the cauſe of diſappoint. | 
ments and inconyeniences daripg ſome operations, and after others. This is A cix- 
cumſtance which; uͤndoubtedly, has been mentioned; but has not been, by any means, 
ſufficiently attended to. The capſula is capable of becoming white and opake, while its 
contents ſhall. be clear and tranſparent ;; it becomes ſo ſometimes by being wounded by 
the couching-needle, uſed either for, the depreffion « of a firm.cataract, or for the letting 
out a ſoft one; and it will not infrequently be found lo, after the operation of extfaQion, 

when no inſtrument has touched ito... 

Whenever this happens, it is dn! pleaſant dicütf tape, but fil more ſoj if it con- 
tinues for any length of time: I haye ſeen, it diſappear ina week ; I have ſeen it continue 
two, three, or four, and at laſt totally diſappear. 3 and.! 1 have ſeen it continue ſo long as 
to require the re-application, of the inftrument. | When it appears after the depreſſion 
of a firm cryſtalline, or after an unſucceſsful A lEmpt, to depreſs one which has proved 
not firm enough; it may eafily be, and generally is, tiſtaxer for a portion of the cata- 
rack riſen again; but from which an attentive obferver will always be able ta diſtinguiſh 

: but when ſuch opacity follows what is called a ſucceſsful extraction, in which the 
cornea only \ was divided ; the capſula not touched by the inſtrument, and the cataract 
came away intire thro” the pupil, the caſe i is ſelf-evident. | 

This may truly and properly be called, as it has been by Monſieur Hovin, Haller, 
and others, a membranous cataraQ, as it conſiſts 2 lb of the: LISTS capſid of 
the cryſtalline. . 1 [ic vom 4368) _ 

Writers of credit has mentioned, that a chrarae. may — formed almoſt inftanta- 
neouſly, by external violence. There i is no o doubt of the fac; 1 havs ſeen. it four dif- 
ferent times. | 

Whether this be not an affection of the Aale merely, I much doubt; or rather 
am much inclined to ſuſpect, that it moſt frequently is; In tbree of the four, which have 

. fallen under my obſervation, the opacity has gradually diſappeared after the inflammation, 
in conſequence of the blow, had gone off; and the eyes were left as clear as ever. A 
conſequence which, 1 think, may be accounced for, by ſuppoſing the opacity in the cap- 
Jula only ; but FO, if we ſuppoſe i it to be i in the COrPUS cryſtallinum itſelf; 
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lowed the moſt ſucceſoful operation of either, or of any King in the 
ſame ſubject, and undet the ſame circumſtamces. 

- ; Whep zheedtarativof! thefmixetl kind, partly ſuft, and ar Kind; 
the immediate effects of: the needle! are ſome what different; the: ſoft 
partjof the cataracta being leſa i in quantity, as welf as generally leſs 
ſoft, the aqueous humour is leſs turbid : and the firm part, or parts of 
the cryſtalline will be yery viſible. In this ſtate, theſe firmer parts will 
very frequeptly, lade, the, attempts made, by the needle, to depreſs 
them; ,and will therefore remain in the poſterior chamber. This is 
alſo reckoned among the unfortunate circumſtances; but although to 
an operator not aware of, no acquainted, with the «conſequence, it 
may have all the appearance of being ſo, yet it really is not; the true 
end undi aim of the operation not being thereby neceſſarily fruſtrated. 


2214 17 1 28814 tC, 


In this caſe, if the needle, "has been ſo | uſed as to have wounded the 
capſula very lghtly,. it will ſometimes happen,” that the firm part of 
the cryſtalline will remain in its nidus, and ſtill, form a cataract; which 
may -poſhbly' requife a future or re- application of the inſtrument. 
This is" he worlt that can happen, and happens indeed very ſeldom; 
"the ie capſula be properly wounded, ſo that the aqueous humour 
be freely let in, the firm Hart or parts, though very viſible at firſt, 

and preventing the paſſage of light through the pupil, will in due 
time, in ſome longer, in others lhorter,, gradually diſſolve, and at 
laſt totally difappear; leaving. the eye as fair, as clear, and as fit for 
viſion, as any the moſt ſucceſsfal operation could have rendered it ; of 
which I! Bande ſeen and en zen many uh ; $ 
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2 . The ſpace of time; e 2 eee ſuch diſſolution will Tequire, is 
very uncertain : I have ſeen the eye perfectly fair, and clear, within a week after the 
aper and I have ſeen it require two | months 25 the Giflolution « all the opake 


1 
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In order to tender the fac fill mare clear, I have ſometimes, hen 
J have found the cataract to ba of the mixed kind, not attempted Ges 


preſfiot:  but/ have'concanted myſelf winh & fee laoeratiom of the cap- 
fla x and baving turned the netdle round ãnd round between thy it 


ger and thumb, within: the hodgp of the/cryſtalline,” have left all the 
parts in their natural tuation: in which cuſes 1 have hardly ever 
known them fall of 'dilfelving o entirely, as not to leave the fmalteſt | 


ay. of a. r e dane 1 1. bare had fair op- 
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This as G ca e Vs mary; even betone the nature 5 Kat Sr cataract were 
truly Known 3 and the reſt, by: EN ſucking of one of his own bo gs 
5 5 10 9. * 03 4 1 

40 Ar de end et are days 1: viſited my patient, A Found both her and bende 
4 vighly diſcontented j ſo that I met with nothing hut invectives, & * 

* Within a fortnight after, when art and nature having performed their —— ope- 
<< rationb, and all the cloudy  vapours and rags- of the cataract were ee e ane dig 
<4 perſed, het eyes. grew clear, and ber ſight became parſe&, &c.'* Het PO 
|. I, would, baye every, patient, though after-a,cataratt be cons a avis | 
T expired, he ſee little, or nothing at all, or that he cannot endure. the. light for a month or 

„two, or even for a quarter of a year, as T have known many, not to be diſcouraged; for 
46 their ſight may, notwithſtanding, beceme well and perfect, and continue ſo ever after: 
On the other hand, fame come to good 11 pu bebt within 2 fortnight ot or "three 
« weeks” Sir W. READ, p. 7. | 

+ The operation of entraction, though: aid. in * to remoye- che cryſtalline i in- 
EY and calculated for ſuch purpoſe, does not always do ſa; but when the cataract is of 
the mixed kind, does not infrequently leave ſome of the firnier part behind, which one 
of the watmeſt patrons of the operation allows. does dite and difappear, 0 Extra- 
« hendum ſtatim poſt operatianem eſt quiequid remanet opaci ope Cochlearis Davielis. 
« Hoc quidem facile, fit aliquando, aliquando vero et imprimis ubi membrana cryſtallina 
* non' ſatis lacerata cochlear in ipſam capſulam lentis, ubi heret illud opacum corpuſ- 

« culum non admittit, tantis difficultatibus circumfuſum eſt, ut quicquid etiam moharis 
« extrahere illud non Poſſis, et ne o nies i irrites, ny ab ee! et n 
« illud in oculo cogaris, * 

* Neque tamen tunc etiam ſpe end feels gellinimur. Craps enim auen 
11 opacum illud remanens, ſive ſit mucus, ſive fruſtulum lentis cryſtallinæ, ſenſim, et 


„ ſponte, 
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portunity, I have puſhed the firm part through the pupil into the an- 
terior chamber, where it has always gradually, and perfectly diſſolved, 
and diſappeared, not d be ee or) wehe malls ſudh diſſolution 
was accompliſhing.*- “ feng NA 
What I have advanced. not being Matter 7) pinion, but matter of 
fact capable of being inquired. igto, and proved; by any who will take 
the trouble of ſo doing, I do not deſite any man to give credit to it 
upon my mere aſſettion. But if, upon repeated trial and inquiry; it 
ſhould be found to be as generally and as frequently true by others, as 
it has been by me, may it not faitly be. inferred, that whateyer other 
reaſons there may be for preferring the operation of extraction to that 
of, depreflion, or the uſe of the knife to thix of the needle, yet -thoſe 
drawn from the ſuppoſed indiſſolubility of the cryſtallingz are by no 
means concluſive; on the: contrary, ate very ihvonclufive.. But this is 
by no means all r for if (whit 1 !altedfed be true, ſome other conſe 
quences, bar ©! little” e to che een will ey 
follow. . 2 
Firſt, if dee desde dh Sh s ; expſula/is property wotided, 
mix: with the Rene? ES, amd Hem __ a con diſſolution, 
1 1d E927 { and 
ee "EY vel DIY petutus e Ad l mucus lacteus, an fru- 
lentis cryſtalline liqueſcant ſenſim, et reſorbentur, an ih fundum oculi ſenſim ſe ptæ- 
+ cipitant, dubium eſt. Utrumque tamen fieri credo. Quoties lactea materia poſt de- 


** preſlam cataractam totum Pomorem aqueum opacitate ſua et albedine inficiens gans 
„ penitus evanuit ? Quoties p pus in blo herens vel ſanguis inſigni E in illum 
effuſus, fenhin ceforptus! ebanüit? Qboties früſtula lentis, cryſtalline! pot deptetk- 
onem cataraciæ, in pupillà relicta Sees dann liqueſcere aliquatids!et' reſotrbæti hæc 
fruſtula me igſum experientia doc dit, & % Richrax de Cataract Extract. 
= I ſhould be ſorry to have it inferred from hence, that I would recommend the paſ- 
ſing the opake cryſtalline through the pupils far from it; 1 think 3 it wrong, as it is apt to 
produce one of the mòſt frequent” inconvenientes attending the operation of extraction, | 
an irtegularity of the pupil. only meant to prove the faq of diſſolution of the eataract 
in ſuch ſituation; and chat it will not cauſe chat pain and trouble which it is fo poſitively 
laid to do. 
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all Ablecptiotfl a5 167 lente tik el $175) Wear; aud Rr fol vient and 
iel hes offi prota; char 1 hate hot the ugllefk Gebt wont 
it itil An Men that? the Toftneſs of A cataract is ſü far from 
being an unlucky circumſtance, that it is rather a ftuhate oneg as it 
enables the patent tc che Hort eatly ufſiſrages r and dit; fbf. an 
Operdtion attended witkr held, pur, and ia fs ylolado of parteg tha 
race e e tht requlke ob I Aal ob ct 10: Foals: 0 vi} | 
| gecopdiy, When tet egtarnck is of ift nuged- kind: and which: 
abe frequently foilsr all the attempts toward depreſſion, the firmer 
parts 1 n diſſolation and viſton be weer, re 
n pie 19 163979 * "34 
„And, Thirdly, when the catatact all happen tolbe. of the firmer - 
kind; and during an unfucceſsful attempt td depreſs, get through the 
pupil behind. the cornea; diſappointment wilb be io far from being the. 
conſequence; that if no other injury has been Yone to the parts within, 
than What ſuoh attempt necbſſarily required; tlie diſplaced cryſtalline 
will gradually diſſolve and diſappear; and- the patient * ſee. as well. 
as any operation could have enabled him to have done: ff 1 LN 
I may perhaps be told, that what I have hitherto alledged 50 ide 
[to -prove, that both the ſoft and mixed cataract, when mixed with the 
aqueous humour by the laceration: of the; capſula, will diſſolve, but 
that the firm one will not, and ene mant eme \hertyer 
"Placed, a ſolic opake body. Ne 1 
10 which I anſwer, in the firſt Place, th: my 10 6 been ſaid” rer 
lative to, the foft, and. to, the mixed, cataraQt. be true, I cannot help 
thinking it to be very advantageous. Ia the: ſecond place, that the 
8 mann ** 2 of we We en has, 


i Al! 191247 101 50 W. 1 9450127: 
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_ on. a few r accidgnral obſervations, which are; xy ro means Latio- 
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Fultory And, in the third place, that, as far as my own inquiry and 
obſervation go, I am ſatisfied, that it does diſſolve wherever placed, 
provided it be — freed from its attachment in its natural 


nidus s: 9 4. wh: 
Both men and books talk of 1857 hard, Jntire, ontform cataracts, 
as if they were as much ſo as what are found in the £59 of a boiled fiſh. 
Whence they borrow this idea, I know 1 not, une leſs ,i my be from boiled 
fiſh; certain I am that it is not from nature. Fa enn e TR, 
Let any man examine the moſt firm, opake cryſtalline, ken from 
the eye of a living perſon, and which, from its firmneſs, paſſed out 
through the pupil and the divided cornea, with the greateſt facility; 
he will generally find it to be in figure, ſize, and conſiſtence, exceed- 
ingly unlike either to the natural and ſound cryſtalline, or to one ren- 
dered opake by heat; and he will alſo. find, that ſuch alteration of 
ſhape and ſize is owing to a partial didlolution of its ſurface, particu- 
larly its anterior one; in ſhort, if he will examine it carefully, and 
without prejudice, he will ſee, that what he calls an intire, firm ca- 
taract, is moſt frequently little more than the nucleus of an n 


cryſtalline. 
If a man might be allowed to argue in 18 of this kind, A ado, 
| he might very reaſonably aſk, why ſhould the corpus cryſtallinum, 
which, although opake, is, while in its natural ſituation, and enve- 
loped in its proper capſula, ſo prone to diſſolve, as we muſt know that 


: A ä 1 nien $1073: 

4 While 1 was preparing theſe ſheets for the wh an ol | man was (= 1% into St. 
Bartholomew's, who had a cataract in one eye, and had, by ſome accident, loſt the (i ight 
of the other. I couched him; the cataract was as firm as I had ever felt any, and went 
down as eaſily, as immediately, and as intirely as poſſible. Three days after the opera- 
tion, he was ſeized with ſo bad a ſmall-pox, that he died on the eleventh, and the next 
: day I took his eye home and examined it. The cataract lay juſt below and behind the 
uvea, toward the external canthus. It was become ſmall, irregular, and manifeſtly i in a 


Nate of diſſolution, 
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it is, be ſuppoſed to be as prone to nnn immediately upon be- 
ing removed from its place. 

The moſt ſtrenuous advocates, for extraction, cannot help Allos 
ing, that a portion or portions of a firm cataract, which they have 
been obliged” to leave behind in the operation, diflolve and diſappear 
in due time: it is, indeed, a fact not to be contradicted : but the ſame 
people ſay, that the intire cataract will not. What idea they, who 
argue thus, have of an intire cataract, I know not; they may poſſibly 
conceive it to be depreſſed, ſtill remaining enveloped in a firm capſula, 
and therefore to remain indiſſoluble: but if they would reflect on the 
extreme ſineneſs of the capſular membrane; on the neceſſary action of 
the couching-needle, when applied to it; and on the different conſi- 
ſtence of the different parts of every, even the moſt opake and firm 
catara&t, they muſt ſee that it is a portion 100 of any n how- 
ever firm, which can in general be depreſſed. 

Qne of the arguments, made uſe of by "ai of the Jate is ©; 
Favour of extraction, is, that as the cryſtalline mu? be deſtroyed, it had 
better be removed. Now how can it be ſaid to be deſtroyed, if it be 
only diſplaced, and remain indiſſoluble? Let them take which fide of 
this argument they pleaſe, they muſt be wrong: for, if the diſeaſed _ 
cryſtalline remain, though depreſſed, a folid body within the eye, how 
can it be ſaid to be deſtroyed ? and, on the other hand, if it be de- 

ſtroyed in the operation of _— ye muſt be -by Starts 1 
therefore cannot remain. 
| The laſt objection to the operation of amg is, that it muſt 
neceſſarily derange, and violate, the internal parts of the eye, particu- | 
larly the vitreous humour, 

If what I have ſuid on the ſabjedy of the + perfectly ſoft catatact, as 
well as on that which is partially fo, be true, the greateſt part, if not 
the whole of this objection, will ceaſe, with regard to thefe two: and 

N * | | 5 i 
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it will be principally, if not totally, confined to that which is called 
firm and hard, and which, by its reſiſtance to the inſtrument, will 
admit of being placed in the inferior part of the eye. 

In the performance of this operation, the needle may certainly be ſo 
uſed;” as to do confiderable miſchief; but then it muſt be from the 
unſkilfulneſs or aukwardneſs of the operator; and which may be the 
caſe of every operation in ſurgery. But is an operation juſtly charge- 
able with ills, deducible merely from its having been ill executed? I 
hope not. 

I am very ſenfible, that much miſchief has been done by attempts 
to couch ; but, in the firſt place, they have almoſt always been the 
conſequence of want of judgment, or want of dexterity, in the ope- 
rator ; and, in the next place, even under the moſt exaggerated repre- 
ſentations, they are by no means equal to what has frequently been 
the conſequence of attempts to extract. | 

It may poflibly be ſuppoſed, that I have conceived a prejudice againſt 
the operation of extraction. Of this I am not conſcious. I have 
ſought and embraced every opportunity which a publick hoſpital, and 
many years practice, have afforded me of operating in both ways ; and 
of comparing the conſequences. I have ſeen many of the patients of 
others, not only of the gentlemen of the profeſſion, but of moſt of the 
itinerant operators; and am thereby convinced, that the greateſt part 
of the objections to the operation of couching are invalid; have not 
been the reſult of unprejudiced experience, or a candid regard for 
truth ; that only the fair and proſperous ſide of the queſtion, regarding 
the operation of extraction, has been induſtriouſly exhibited, while its 
manifold failures and ill-conſequences have been as induſtrioufly-con- 
cealed ; and that upon a fair detail and compariſon of all the advan- 
tages, and diſadvantages, conveniences, and inconveniences attending 
each, the ee will be found juſtly due to the needle. 

42 2 | Incon- 
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Inconveniences and diſappointments they | are both too liable to: I 
heartily wiſh they were not: but, from the moſt cool and candid at- 
tention to fact, I am convinced, that the former are much greater, and 
che latter much more frequent, in the operation of extraction, than 
in chat of depreſſion, executed with the ſame degree of judgment. 
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FN theſs, as in the preceding remarks on the citaract, 1 
do not mean to enter into a circumſtantial hiſtory o ˖ 
the diſeaſe, © but inerely” to offer a fe practical obſcr- 


85 vations ot ſuch pafts of the doctrine concerning it, 


ena to me to have been either inadvertently o or Exrageoolly de- 
livered- £42 ach ci. ui $627 en n bie 15 


The 3 a complaint Which: is always troubleſome, 3 
g quently painful, and ſometimes hazardous ; the firſt of theſe is, the 


neceſſary 
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neceſſary conſequence of the ſituation of the diſtemper; the ſecond 
ariſes from its peculiar nature in the individual; and the Teſt, fome- | 
times from its particular nature, and ſome times from the e * 
which 11 it may have.) been treated. DME en iti an pee 

Writers tell us, and very Uuly, that it is 2 diſeaſe of the mem 
brana pituitaria narium; that it has different ſeats, origins, and at- 
tachments; that it ſprings from the ethmoid bone, from the oſſa 
ſpongioſa, from the ſeptum narium, and even from the antra maxil- 
laria: chat 1 it is hard or ſoft, pale or deep red, or ſometimes purple; 
that it is equal in its ſurface or unequal, large or ſmall, moveable or 
fixed, ſingle or multiform, painful or indolent; that it makes its ap- 
pearance forward in the no ſtrils, or backwards in the fauces behind 
the uvula; and chat it may be ſtrumous, venereal, or cancerous. 
When they have given us theſe general, and merely definitive deſcrip- 
tions, they immediately] roceed to the chirurgit treatment, or method 
of cure; which, they tell us, is either by extraction, or the uſe of 
eſcharotics, to which ſome have added ligature, they then give a ge- 
neral deſcription of the manner of uſing the forceps, of applying eſ- 
charotics, or of paſſing the ſtring. round it; and having provided 
ſtypties for the ſuppreſſion of hemorrhage, they leave every thing 


elſe to the reader 8 imagination, and to, the Practitioner s choice and 
judgment. | 


From theſe accounts, "ot who have not had. ach ente of 
freing for themſelves, and who: are thereby under a ſort of neceſſity of 


forming their opinions, and regulating heir practice by books, are 
induced t. to believe that, except in ſome few particular inſtances, where 


the diltemper i is palpably cancerous, that All athers. are equally object 
of chirurgic treatment; and therefore, that if, in the firſt inſtance, 


274 can oy 1 of wah mina ear. and in the fecond, 
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can provide againſt the hæmorrhage, which they have heard ſo much 
of, they ſhall have nothing elſe to do or to fear. "AY, TIC 
To me I muſt acknowledge, the matter appears very differently. I 


cannot help thinking, that there are many polypi, which, although- 


they are neither ſcirrhous nor cancerous, are very unfit for any chi- 
rurgic treatment whatever; and that from: ſeveral circumſtances : 
which circumſtances may. a& in. different. manners, though equally 
prohibitory: they may forbid- an attempt merely from the impoſſi bi- 


lity of its being ſucceſsful ; or they may forbid it, becauſe it is more 


likely to do harm than good; mere likely to exaſperate the diſeaſe 
chan cure it; to increaſe the misfortune, than to leſſen it. 

The diſtinctive marks of the diſtemper, as laid down by writers, 
are, in general, juſt and true, but they only teach a young practi- 
tioner to know the diſeaſe when he may ſes it; they give him no 
warning of the miſchief he may incut by Attacking i it unguardedly.; 
nor. inform him of a very ſerious truth, vir. that this 155 a ſort. of caſe, 


Nee! 
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As far as my experience 100 obſervation. 89% the polypi, mhich = 
gin with, or are preceded by, conſiderable or frequent pain in the fore- 
head and upper part of the noſe, and which, as ſoon as they can be 
ſeen, ate either highly red, or of a dark purple. colour; they, which 
from the time of their being firſt noticed, have never been obſerved to 
de ſometimes bigger, ſometimes leſs, but have conſtantly rather in- 
creaſed; they in Which the common actions of coughing, ſneezing, 
and blowing the noſe, give pain, or produce a very diſagreeable ſen- 


ſation in the noſtril and forchead ; „ they which, when within reach, 


are painful to thei touch, or which, upon being flightly touched, are 
apt to bleed; they which ſeem to be fixed and not moveable by the 
action of blowing the noſe, or of [deriving the air through the affected 
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eircumſtances, frequently coming away intire ; or if it does not, yet 
it is removeable without pain, hamorrhage, or hazard of any kind; 
the ſecond of which circumſtances I can with ftti& truth affirm, f 
never yet met with when the diſeaſe was at all fit. for the operation. 
Of the benign kind of polypus, fit for extraction, there are two 
forts, whoſe principal difference from each other conſiſts in their dif- 
ſetent origin or attachment : that which is moſt freely moveable with- 
in the noftril, upon forcible reſpiration, which has been found to be 
moſt liable to change of ſize, at different times and ſeaſons, that which 
has increaſed the moſt" in the ſame ſpace of time ; that which ſeems 
mott limpid, and moſt freely yields lymph upon preſſure, has its origin 
moſt commonly by a ſtalk or kind of peduncle, which is very ſmall,” 
compared. to the fize of the polypus z While that, which although 
plainly moveable, is ſtill conſiderably leſs ſo than the other, which 
has been leſs Lable to alteration from air ad ſeaſons, nd has been 
rather flow in arriving at a very troubleſome ſize, is moſt frequently 
an elongation of the membrane covering one of the offa ſpongioſa: 
they are both capable of being extracted, and that with no kind of 
hazard, g eee e nnn, any bæmorrhage at all ; but 
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Cold, more eſpecially in moiſt or wet weather; though they ſeldom have any other ſymp- 


toms of ſuch colds than the ſtoppage in and diſcharge from the noſe ; they alſp always 
complain, that theſe colds always deprive them of the ſenſe of ſmelling, In moiſt wea- 
| ther, or in a ſudden change from dry to wet, they are alſo ſubje& to frequent fits of 
ſneezing ; and when the relaxed membrane is moſt affeQed, to very conſiderable diſcharge 
of thin mucus from the affected noſtril. Nor do I remember ever to have ſeen a polypus 
of this kind, which was not immediately ſubject to a change, upon the ſudden alteration 
ol the atmoſphere, from dry to moiſt ; that is, they always become longer, fall 'down 
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However large, pendulous, or expanded ch ahne mey be, its 
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* „Tbe method by ligature, whites of ſilk or Wy is not — with as incon- 
_ regicgces of! tlie Auſtic, and is certainly practicable in ſome inſtances; but, as far a8 I 
have ſeen of it, is by no means equal to that by the forceps, either for its general utility, 
or its capacity of perſectly eradicating the' excreſcence. I know ſome ingenious practi- 
tioners, who approve of it; but I cannot ſay, from what has come within my Enowledge, 
that it appears to me in ſo recommendable a light. | 
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by patient and ſubgeony for venereal, and being treated with mercutials, 
is theredy aut and much exaſperated: in no great length of time, it 
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ptoceſs int6 che abdomr; molt Frequently tnduriving; unk poifing 
the inguinal, glands; when arrived within the abdomen, it affects forhe 
of the viſcera, and then very ſoon becomes painfully deſtruRive. - 

11 The fate of theſe: people feems {ingulacly hard; in their early in- 
fancy, they are moſt frequently >treated with ogrear brutality, and al- 
moſt ſtarved: with cold and hunger 1. they are thruſt up natrow; and 
ſometimes : hot chimnies, where they) are bruiſed, burned, and almoſt 
ſuffocated; and when they get to puberty, em Nh liable to 
a moſt! noiſome, painful, and fatal: diſeaſe, 

ol lis laſt circumſtance chare ep lea :doubs, chough 3 
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known. Other people have cancers of the ſame parts; and fo have 
others beſide lead others / the Poidtow colic; and the conſequent 
parabyſis ; butꝭit is n vertheleſt a diſtaſe / to Whieh they are: peculiarly 
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rt, in thie dpace of a few, months, it has generally happened, that 

they have returned either with the ſame diſeaſe in the other teſticle, or 
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in the glands of the groin, or with ſuch wan comple&tiona, ſuch pale; 
leaden, countenances, ſuch a total loſs of Rrength, and ſuch, frequent 
4 y Inceigal paine, as have ſufficiently proved 8. diſcaſed- Rate of 
ſome of the viſcera, neee ee 
death. l IH 4901 
E denten ver, Blu Tir fag the kurs of e & bann be, be 
in this caſe; hut then the operation ſhould be immediate, aud before 
the habit is tainted. The diſeaſe, in theſe people, ſeems to derive its 
origin from a lodgment of ſoot in the rugz of the ſcrotum, and at firſt 
not to be a diſeaſe of the habit. In other caſes of a cancerous nature, 


Lp in which. the habit is too frequently concerned, we have not often ſo fair 


a proſpect of ſucceſs. by the removal of the diſtempered part; and aro 
obliged to be content with means, which I wiſh I could ſay were truly 
palliative: but here the ſubjects are young, in general in good health, 
at leaſt at firſt ; the diſeaſe brought on them by their occupation, and 
in all probability local; which laſt circumſtance may, I think, be fairly 
preſumed from its always ſeizing the ſame. part: all this makes it (at 
firſt) a very different caſe from a cancer which appears in an elderly 
man, whoſe fluids are become acrimonious from time, as well as other 
cauſes ; or from the ſame kind of complaint in women who have ceaſed 
to menſtruate. But be all this as it may, the ſcrotum is no vital organ, 
nor can the loſs of a part of it ever be attended with any, the ſmalleſt 
degree of inconvenience ; and if a life can be preſerved by the removal 
of all that portion that is diſtempered, it will be a very good and eaſy 
compoſition z. for when the diſeaſe has got head, it is rapid in its pro+ 
greſs, painful in all its attacks, and moſt certainly deſtructive in it 
event, . 4 #7 | 42770 1k be FN LO 
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Hazel arifes =» ms the Wire," 48 frohr the functions of the 
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Ar Happen 5 tender membfanes of the inteſtines are very 


82 


ble to ar any edalldefable Yegtee of in mmation and neither 
"af enen d thef664;” propeticn oF the ehyle into, and through the 
nale be ulſion of the fæces from the farge guts (offioes abſo- 
10 tely LEAP, bo "the wet exifteute of W mp u can be executed, 
ble rien Nerat l. miude on any part öf te inteſtinal canal, as ei- 
ther Hinders rd Natühal motion, of renders its tube impervious; con- 


"Tegbently,” whenever this hilppens," foim'whatdrer cauſe; the patient is 


lhe Eifordeted, and bfought into u fate of hazard. 
dee rf bet HAT ber either eben ift 
"Ars, bt Röm "it office?" he Mſsdgthentlöf it From! itt natural fe- 


Ad vyfthin ne Bay v. or its engagement ftr a fergerüre) ſehdbm produce 


5 "any immediate, or very preffing Rape bad bees Bas ces 


"ene within 4 hernial fac, has ſeldom been regarded at a matter of im- 
france" Taken in a general Kenſef h cette is not. The diſplace- 
meg df 2 mere portion of cad, frum its nbtural ftuation, ande de- 
teèntion of it in che groin or ſerotum, will not, im general, ocaſton any 
doeh interroption ih any of the funRions'of che animal, or ſo diſorder 
Its internal: @conidiny, as to pioduce #/confiderabte degree of pain, or 
| hazard : but whoever from thence concludes, that mental ruptures 
de köiklatehh void or danger; will find imſelf tuch deceived : a 
more attentive obſervation of che diſeaſe, and of its effects, will in- 
ſorm him, that very conſiderable miſchief ſometimes attend tliern, 
and that the ill conſequences of neglect or wilinanagement, though 
pes leſs frequent, and. oo 9 are not leſs! real. | 


E 705 oh 


The 


ON R FP, T. UR E S. 739 


The ills which may attend omental herniæ, are of two kinds: one 
of which is primary or original. proceeds from, the part which firſt 
formed ther rupture, and. is confined, to it, independent of T1 other ; 
the other s:-fecondary, or an accidental conſequence, flowing indeed 

from the ſame original malady, but affecting other parts alſo... 
The omentum is liable to inflammation, ſuppuration, gangrene, 
mortification, and ſcirrhus, while in its natural ſituation within the 
cavity of the belly ; and each of theſe ſtates is often the real, though 
moſt; commonly unſuſpected cauſe of very alarming ſymptoms, and 
not infrequently of death. It is not only liable to the ſame morbid 
alterations, when thruſt forth from the cavity into a hernial fac, but 
the neglect! or miſmanagement of it, when. there, is productive of 
theſe and other evils, which; for want of a proper attention, have ei- 
ther been totally overlooked, or ſet to the account of other cauſes. 
Violent, or continued, preſſure git hd prodgce inflammation with 
all its conſequences ; has brought on fever of a very bad kind, ſuppu- 
ration, ſlongh, and Iphacelus; long conßhnement of it, within a her- 
"Hilal ſac, has occaſioned ſuch. other. Alteration, i in its form and texture, 
as to render it truly a diſeaſed body, and to produce many inconveni- 
venoes from ſuch its morbid; ates, and an undue ot interrupted circula- 
tion through it. by means of ſtricture, occaſions, ſometimes, ſuch a 
collection of- extravaſated fluid, in the ſac, as to render it a neceſſary 
object of a ſurgeonꝰs attention; not to mention that the dragging 
down s larger portion of the caul, into the ſcrotumy proves ſometimes 
moro than merely diſagreeable, by reaſon, of its connection with. the 

ne re Gare ehen 2301 me 57 19v30 (for id +5 x: 

Thel are ils, which arſe from omenta] ruptures primarily, and 
1 — upon che nature. of the diſeaſe, conſidered abſtractedly, 
without any view ton or :conneRtion with any other. But there Is an- 
other which, although it may be called e or e ae as 


2 e is 1 frequent and hazardounsss. 
5 5 2 When 


7 


1 


eee xa 


When « portion ef the peritoneuin, forming a hernial fac, hat Been 
ll quite down into the ſtrotum, I believe I may venture to affirm 
(aotwitbſtanding what may haue been ſaid 46 the contrary)- that it ſel. 
dom or never returns back into the abdomen again, but becomes im. 
mediately, and wholly, connected with the cellulat membrane, inve- 
King the ſpermatic veſſels; ſo that whoever has once Had ſuch fac ſo 
protraded; can never have any ſecurity againſt the diſeaſe called a rup- 
ture,” but what is derived from ſuch means as may. render the enttance 
into that bag, too ſmall, to permit any thing to paſs from one cavity 
into the other. Upon this principle, and on this only, ſtands the uti- 
Hty, and indeed the neceſſity, of Trofles and ſach kinds of bandages. 
By theſe in infants, and in young ſubjects, ſuch a coarctation, or leſ- 
ſening of the entrance into the ſac, is produced, that a firm and per- 
manent cure is often obtained; but in the majority of adults, and in 
all people far advanced in life, ſuch effect is not to be expected. It 
does indeed happen to ſome few, but it is to be regarded as an aceĩden- 
tal benefit; and the bandage, being the only means, whereby a de- 
cent an be 8 it n to * anne 2 eee 
worn. 40 85 
0 | Whorner, . jult is: of an eee 1 eee 
while a body, or ſubſtance of any kind, poſſeſſes that part uf it which 
See the belly, that ſuch paſſage can ne- 
ver be cloſed : and, conſequently, that the one point, in which-even 
3 curg of a rupture conſiſts, can never be accompliſhed. 

A portion of omemtum, although it be compreſſible; ſoft, and flip- 
pery. will, while it remains in ſuch paſſage, keep it as conſtanthy, and 
as certainly open, as any other body whatever and from the very cir- 
cumfances bf its being ſoft, dipperyy, and compreſirble, will ſtill more 
eeaſily let any other body paſs by itt E portion of dhe inteſtinal canal is 

eee an, 'the- OOO NO eee 
N af dau 66 2209p) . 
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deratle force, the orifice being open, and the omentum affording but 
little reſiſtance, the faid portion is often puthed into the bag, and by 
this meam 4 new, and stin more ee and rene . 
is added to the old one. £ 5 

This happens much worse Kecphknty than it is copies to do : and 
is, in the nature of things, ſo probable, that no perſon, who has an 
omental rupture, can, for any the ſhorteſt ſpace of time, be faid to be 
ſecure againſt the deſcent of a portion of inteftine ; and conſequently; 


is always liable to MAY kind and u. . of hazard attending an inte- 
ſtinal one. 1 | 


EE UW (Une: 


Gentleman, about” forty-three years old had, for ſome time, 

been ſubject to a tupture of the omental kind, which came 
down when he was in an erect . and went up with great eaſe: 
when he lay ſupine. 

I reduced it, and put on him a truſs, which anſwered the purpoſe: 
very. well, by keeping the rupture up all the while it was worn: but 
the patient diſliking the neceſſary degree of preſſure, and finding very 
little inconvepience from his diſeaſe, (it being merely a piece of caul): 
laid aſide the uſe of his bandage, and ſuffered his Jr ow to take its: 
on . " 

Being obliged to take a long journey on horſeback, and being ap- 
Ned that his complaint might, by exerciſe in hot weather, prova 
troubleſome, he had a mind to put his. truſs on again, not doubting, 
but that he could replace his rupture. as eafily as he had been accu- 
ſtomed to do: he tried ſeveral times, but could not accompliſh it :-he: 
came to me; I tried, and was foiled. 1 repeated the attempt. again, 
and! 
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aid again, But to no purpoſe, ſtill being clear that the dieſe confited. 
only of a portion of omentum, and that not large. BY 94 
Frotm ine he went to one of the udvertifers; - who bang; for a 9 


| or two, amuſed him with anointing his groin, put on him a bandage 


with a latge, hard, bolſter; which being buckled very tight, he was 
permitted to begin his journey, and was told that, long before he re- 
tutned, the pottidn of eaul would be. ſhrunk to nothing, and his diſ- 
eaſe thereby cured. IIe ſet out; and got about twenty miles, when 
He found himſelf ſo ill, and in ſo much pain, that he determined to 
come back to London; which he accompliſhed with; great difficulty. 

I found him in extreme pain all over his belly, which would hardly 
bent being touched; he was incapable not only of ſitting or ſtanding 
Upright, but even of lying ſtraight upon bis back; he could hardly 
bear the weight of the bed-cloaths; and the moſt gentle preſſure, to- 
ward the bottom of his belly, and- his groin, was intolerable. The 
ſerotum, and ſpermatic proceſs, on the ruptured fide, were tollen, 

tenſe; and inflathed ;/ his fkin was hot, and dry, his pulſe hard; and 
frequent; and he had ſuch a degree of reſtleſſneſs, that although mo- 


tion was very e to bim. yet he co, not lie dr for two mi- 


nutes-. A 10H. ch D22UDS7 piinoqꝗ bus £06 1916 


Notwichſtanding ah anz opportunities which, des 1 


dent, Lad had of knowing the true nature of: his ruptute, and that 
I was perfectly convinced, that it had- always been omental merely, 


much inclined to believe, that a portion of inteſtine. had ſome ſhare in 
the preſent miſchief; but the patient who was a very intelligent man, 
inſiſted on it that it had not, and that all his preſent malady was cauſed 
by the preſſure of the truſs on a the omentum. 


yet from his acute pain, from the inlarged and inffamed ſtate of the 
proceſs, and from the nature and rapidity of his ſymptoms, I Was 
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I took away a.condiderable, quantity, of blood. and, not ithſtanding 
the patient's opinion, dirscted ia ſolution of. the fal. rupell. in cigfuſ 
ſenz to be taken immediataly,y and a purging Glyſtet . to be thrawmup 
ag ſdan as iti could be got ready; for the parts were in ſuch a ſtates 
hats hade there been more conxincing warks of. inteſtinal ſtrictute, ge- 
duction byſthe hand was at that time impracticable, and unſi t to bg at- 
temptod. «I fawchim in about Gx)orieight hours. The diſcharge, per 
anum, had been ſuch as to put an end to all ſuſpicion of ſtricture on 
any part of the inteſtinal tube, but his inflammator * y mptoms were 
not at. all leſſened. I took away more blood, and would fain have put 
him into a ſemicupium, but the dread of motion prevented him from 
complying with it. His pain was ęxceſſive W and as he had now loſt a 
very conſiderable quantity of blood. and had had a L= free diſcharge 
by ſtool, I threw. up a glyſter of warm water, oil, and Jaudanum, 
and gave him two grains of extract. thebaic, by the months He paſ- 
ſed ſo bad a night, that he was glad, early in the morning, to comply 
with lthel uſe of the bathing: tub. by the; repeated uſe of which, and 
taking care to keep the bgdy open, hy lenient; oily, temedies, be, at 
the end of four days, got to be eaſy. nic 03: LEECHERS ee 4 7 29218: 
Fomentation and poultice reduced the tumefaction in the groin and 
ſcrotum; and When they were: removed, the rupture appeared to be 
nearly in the; ameiſtate as before the accident, anly à little latger. 
5 Two years aſter this he died, and was opened; his r upture, was found 
to be merely omental, and the portion of caul which farmed it Was, in 
its inferior, ꝑart, adherent ta the hernial ſac in two places. 
n ace bed oniflein! 10 nom 8 18 v iled o: eng amn 
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= rotz ** who worked as 4 journeyman with a Mver-ſtaith 
Ar in Foſter Ahe Tumd' te ne tHree bf fötir Ufrerent times, on 


account of a füßrre, whTelf Ep pented the cvefy Hatk of being 


| merely omentat} -2\>15d? bas omen NN ons on IRR M ©5300) 
It was largeg und bad, uche fuld; bern for. biſle years eafly redu- 
eible; but it wut not nt lh at c his laſt yitit! rome? By & fate in- 
creafe of ſise antt weight, ic ber ome very troublefome, a8cvell' 4s 
very vifible.  Findingiretluftion im practleiblo) I recommended to Him 
the uſe of a fuſponſorycbandage and gave bim -atteetlbns fer nis gene- 
ral conduct. tr e r Vs Won rt ad iini e re 
At the diſtanbe vf about nr months from. fi aft vf, 1 Was ſent 
Tor to St. Birrhototnew's hofpicab Im thirty; to perfor fuppoltd'to 
about unte uheruta wii Retetgrers T- .dijz>d ni mid wit n 
I found a man; HO ny not deadz*hb hee yigg routes 
DANCE, a faultting pulſe, a oonſtant hiccought and old extremities. + 
Ad it did not aphœar lte me, that it s Roſſtble gor mę toto him 
any ſetvice, I Was going away, but H led bath at the qutiont's 
particular reque(Þ[c1 Heute R In te me vun be the perſon I 
have juſt- 7 A him;/.gave-moghc 
following aocaunts vb I et l bie eee ec Surf, 
That a few days befere, having an intention to marry, anf believing 
that his ruptute -would-beiprejudigiabtochim, her hadcuꝑplied to ſome- 
body who had;heeateqeminended-touhin, fur :aalieſ a chat the perſon 
to whom he glied. H haxig αEHteived from: him ſuch gratuity as he 
could afford at that time, in pant of payment, had promiſed to cure 
him within a month : that he anointed him for two or three days, 


with 
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with an ointment, and then put on him a very ſtrict bandage: that he 
was ordered to wear this bandage conſtantly, day and night: that When 
he had worn it three days, not being able longer to endure the pain it 
cauſed, he took it off, and went to his ſurgeon, who ſeemed to be ſur- 
prized ; and bad him go home, apply to his groin and ſcrotum a poul- 
tice made of boiled turnips and hog's-lard, and come to him again the 
next day: that the inflammation aud ſwelling increaſing, he was pre- 
vented from fulfilling the laſt injunction, and therefore ſent for his ope- 
rator, who came to him, examined the parts, ſaid he had got the pox, 
and refuſed to do any thing more for him without the depoſit of an- 
other five guineas, and that not being able to comply with this de- 
mand, his friends had brought him to the hoſpital. 

The fcrotum had been of conſiderable fize, but was now ſubſided ; 
it had been very painful, but was now eaſy; it was in many places li- 
vid; and, upon handling, the fingers perceived that alarming crepitus, 
which infallibly denotes putrid- air from gangrenous membranes. . 

When I ſaw him in health, I was perfectly ſatisfied that his rupture 
was merely omental ; I was as much ſatisfied, that his preſent ſtate 
was owing to his bandage ; but nevertheleſs I cannot but ſay, that I 
ſuſpected a piece of inteſtine to have flipped down, and to have occa- 
ſioned this fatality by being preſſed on. 

I inquired into his diſcharge by: ſtool, and was told, lat he bad a 
large one within the laſt two days, but baving often experienced how 
liable people are eee in theſe caſes, I did nat give intire cre- 
dit to the account. 

That evening he died, and next morning he: was 8 

The ſerotum and hernial ſac were completely mortiſied, and within 
the latter, was a ſmall quantity of a moſt exceedingly offenſive ſanies, 
together with a large piece of ſphacelated omentum only. The whole 

| We tube was within the belly perfectly ſound, and in mY order, 
| 50 but 


746 OBSERVATIONS 


but the omentum, within that cavity, had partaken conſiderably of the 
miſchief done to that part of it which was in the e ſac, and was 
gangrenous throughout. 


* 
' * 6 
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14s deſired to viſit a gentleman at Hackney, who had, for ſome 
years, been afflicted with a rupture, which, at different times, had 
been examined by Mr. Sainthill, Mr. Samuel Sharpe, and others; and 
had, by every body, been deemed to be merely omental. For ſome 
years it had been kept up by means of - a ſteel” truſs ; but, a few 
months before I ſaw him, he had laid ahde' his truſs, and had put on a 
dimoty bandage; with a large bolſter, which he had worn very tightly 
buckled: How he had managed himſelf in other reſpects, I know not; 
| but I found him with his groin and ſcrotum much- ſwollen, and very 
> painful to the touch; he was hot and feveriſh, and had been two days 
without a ſtool. The tate of the parts was fuch, that an immediate 
attempt to reduce the ruptute by the hand was impractieable, at leaſt 
could not have been attended with any probability of ſucceſs. He was 
immediately let blood, had a glyſter, and an aperient draught. Next 
day 1 found him worſe, in more pain, with more. eee and a 
greater degiee of tumefaction, and had not yet had a ſtool: | I was 
obliged to depend upon the Patient's, own account of his caſe previous 
to this attack. .He inſiſted on it, that his rupture had never been in- 
teſtinal, and that every body who had ſeen it, had given him that aſſu- 
rance. This pe -could:r not contradict, but Was, at the ſame time, much 
inclined to believe, that a portion of inteſtige/1 was. down! now. ]V The 
cataplaſm was applied over the whole ſerotum and groin, A ſtimulating 
glyſter again. thrown, up, and a purging mixture ordered to be taken, 
cochleatim, every two ours, anti he ſnould have ſtools, but all 10 
no e | | 22 | : ene 
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On the third day he was worſe in every reſpect; his belly exceed- 
ingly tenſe, his pain great, his reſtleſſneſs fatiguing, and he felt 1 not 
the leaſt tendency towards a diſcharge per anum. 

I propoſed the operation, but the patient and his friends objected. 
A glyſter, of an infuſion of tobacco, was adminiſtered. This produ— 
ced ſuch ſickneſs, and languor, with cold ſweats, &e. as alarmed 
every body, but ptoduced nd ſtoo t. | 

Late in the evening, he ſubmitted to Wb operation The parts were 
now ſo altered, that I guarded myſelf with a moſt doubtful prognoſtic, 
I made an inciſion from the groin, to the bottom of the ſcrotum; the 


ſkin, dattos, and hernial ſac, were all gangrenous; ; and, from the ca- 


vity of the fac; I let out a confiderable quantity of a molt offenſive ſa- 
nies, and with it, a large, putrid ſlough, which appeared to have been 
a part of the omentum. examined the opening in the abdominal 


muſcle, and was ſatisfied that it was in a-natural ſtate, and that no- 


thing from the abdomen was engaged 1 in it, On which account I did 
not meddle with it, but, having dreſſed the wound ſuperficially, put 
on his poultice again. Dr. de la Cour was preſent at the operation, 
and directed for the patient. Another day paſſed without ſtool,” and 


this I thought muſt have been his laſt day, but on the fifth he had a 
moſt plentiful diſcharge, and was thereby relieved ſrom the tenſion of 


his belly, and his moſt troubleſome ſymptoms. | | 

The fore: was a long time crude and unkindly, but by means of wiv 
bark, and 85 Liste all difficulties v were ſurmounted, and the en 
got well. | | 175% 1 1 

- Had a piece of Nah fiidd Fn in the (ac, it oth 1 think; have ne- 
ene partaken of the Nate 1 in which both it and the omentum were; 
and althougb the patient might poſſibly have ſurvived, yet a diſcharge 
of fæces through the wound: muſt, at leaſt for a time, have been the 
conſequence; but here was nothing of that kind, nor any reaſon, after 
| | 5 a 2 the 
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the conſtipation was removed, to ſuppoſe, that the. wieſtine had ever | 
ſuſtainad any injury, or bad apy ſhare in the complaint. 


Sn Ir. Tos > / 


M AN, about fifty- five years old, aſked my opinion concern- 
ing a hard ſwelling, W he bad an each Td both in the 
groin and ſerotum. _, 

To the eye they appeared like omental herniz ; Sa upon examina» 
tion, they were not: only unequal i in. quay N but t craggy. and it in- 
eomproſſibly hard. 

The patient ſaid, that, at the time of handling them, they gave 
him very little uncaſineſs, but that ſuch handling always made them 
painful for ſome- timo after: that he was, at times, attacked with 
acute pain darting through his belly, up into his loins, and that ſuch 
attack was frequently attended with a nauſea, and an inclination to 
vomit: that he had been ſubject to painful cholic, attended generally 
with, conſtipation: of belly : chat an erect poſture, if continued for any 
length of time, was very-irkſome : that theſe ſwellings were, for ſe- 
veral years, ſoft and eaſily returnable into the belly: that while they 

were ſo, he had, by the advice of Mr. Samuel Sharpe, worn a ſteel 
truſs, but that being engaged in a buſtling, active kind of life, and 
the truſs not always doing. its duty, he had left. it off for ſome years. 
That for the laſt two years, he had never been able to return either of 
them, ſince which they had altered very much: that, in their. preſent 
ſtate, he had: conſulted: ſeveral of the profeſſion, and: ſome quacks : 
that by ſome they had! been deemed ſcirrhous teſticles, by others, 
ſcirrhi-of the ſpermatic proceſſts-:- that he had gene through a-courſe 
of Ch inunction; had taken A" the ſolution of fublimate 


cu. 
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cu. decoct. rad. ſarſaparillæ, and had (in his own- phraſe) ſwallowed a 
wheel- barrow full of cicuta; that he had been promiſed a cure by ha- 
ving them laid open, to which he had ſubmitted, had not the operator 
been too laviſh in his premiſes, and too exorbitant in his demands; and 
that frequent attempts had been made to ſoften them by WN 
poultice, &e. but all to no purpoſe. 

He had a ſallow complection, a languid fatigued look, a weak, ir- 
regular pulſe, too much heat and thirſt, and too little urine: upon the 
whole, he ſremed a very improper ſubject for any chirurgic treatment, 
if any could: have been rationally propoſed ; but as it did not appear to 
me that anything of that kind could'be done for him, I adviſed him to 
keep his ſcrotum nn and to coriſullt 4 ' phyſician on account of 
his: general ſtats. 

Not long after, his legs: ſwelled, he 1% be apres, a his: uri 


nary ſvaretion aloft totally ceaſed... The K of which. ' was). 


a general anaſarca, and death.. 2g 1 85 es gt 

In each groin; and on each fide-in the (Goran was # hetnial ſac, 
bearing all: the marks of antiquity : in ack ele was a hard), 
knotty, irregular kind of body, whoſe ee as corel with vari- 
cous veſſels, * 
Theſe bodies paſſed Font ts envieg of thehelly, 3 W 
ing in the: abdgminal-nouſele, y, ere e e from the omentum, 
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H Ar T the reßidence f. a portiog of omentum, in an open 
p bernial ſac, muſt render, the patient conſtagtlꝝ liable to the de- 
55 a portion of inteſtine, is ſo ſelfoeuident, that, it cannot · admit 
the ſmalleſt doubt, bus the following caſe. being rather remarkable, L 


have inſerted it., ig sr 5 2 > bo r: et * 01 Toa 3% 
A hee 
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A drunken, idle, fellow, who-lived;.in-the- neighbourhood of St. 
Bartholomew's; uſed to come frequently to the ſurgery: for pledgits for 
broken heads, &. He had alſo a ſmall omental hernia, as fairly and 
deciſively characteriſed a8 poſſible. Myſelf, and all the ſurgeons had, 
at Aiffetent times, raplacedi it: fot him, and the hospital had, once or 
twice, given him a truſs; but beingemueh aftener drunk than ſober, 
he ſeldom-wore iet all, and when che did, it was bi in the _ 
n Nati HH 0% 115 id bas 1855 41287 Ueig 21 

One day, while I was: at the hoſpital; he was RENT in. wich an 
a + ſwelling of the ſcrotum, and all; the ſymptoms of a hernia 
with' ſtricture; and thoſe fo; far advanced, that he had no chance but 
from the operation, Which I therefore performed immediately. 

In the fac was a conſiderable portion of the ileum, and a large piece 
of thegchlon, With the appebdieula Vermiformis, together with the 
ſmall. piete of omentuin, vhich had conſtituted the e 

The parts were mortified; and the man died. 

| 3 nleſs ĩt can he'ſuppoſed; that ſo large a s i of inteſtive 1 
_ by: every body, be miſtaken for a'foiall one of omentum only, it muſt 
| | be: clear, that-the-refidence: of that, ſmall piece of omentum gave 
the opportunity for the formation of the inteſtinal hernia and coſt 
the poor man his life; more eſpecially if it be noted, that the in- 
creaſe of oturhefaction,” and-attack. of bad ſymptoms, were the imme- 


diate conſequence of a an exertion of ſtrengt. ED % i bis 
0 * a; 4+ H — | 

$ho #7 © a Al. + (4344 RY © 191 A, as K We 20 * VI. 3 4 " "2 1 on 

* | ; * ra If Ty ah 71 | i FO »- irs +4 nch och ir 1 9 77 $0 T X 7 


| Hl LFE INS ed theſe” papers for the preſs, K wil 
mon deſired to go g0 down to St. Katherine's to ſee 7 a patient, who 
; — " out w to be afflicted with an incarcerated hernia. 


ef | Ps I found 
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I found a man between ſixty and ſeventy, whoſe ſcrotum was large 
and full, and, as I thought, contained both omentum and inteſtine. : 
It was the third day ſince he had had a ſtool, although gentle ca- 
thartics had been given each day. His pulſe was rather full, but other- 
wiſe not much amiſs; he had now and then an inclination to n 
the ſenſation of general o or local | pain, either upon 8 examined, or 
put into motion, which perſons labouring under a ſtricture, moſt com- 
monly have; neither l the ſpermatic en the feel which it uſu- 
ally has in ſuch caſes... * other; oi 2H 

I could: not ſay'that'T 3 him in 6 W We 
the irteducibility of his rupture, and the length of time which had 
paſſed ſince he had a ſtool, were certainly unfavorable circumſtances. 
I directed a tobacco: glyſter to be given immediately, and five grains of 
extractum catharticum to be taken, alternis horis, until he ſhould have 
a ſtool. The glyſter was adminiſtered and repeated, and the pats were 
taken, and L viſited the patient early the next morning 
He had not had; any diſcharge per anum, his belly was become 
much. more tenſe, and I thought him, upon the whole, ſo much 
worſe, that I propoſed the operation, and the patient ſubmitted to it. 
In the. herpial ſac Was a lar ge piece of omentum, or rather of what 
had been omemum, but Which was now hardened into a large, flat, 
cake, as incompreſſible 25 cold bees-wax, and about the fize of a large 
mangoe; it diſtended all the upper part of the fac, and was adherent 
to the lower part of it: behind this large body lay a portion of the 
inteſtinum ileum, a below this, that part af the colon which i is an- 
nexed to it: the colon, v was conliderably diſtended with flatus, and the 
ileum was fo wedged i in and preſſed, by the altered omentum, that no- 
thing could poſhibly paſs through it: when the portion of omentam 
Was removed, 'the tendon made 10 little ſtricture on the gut, 1 that, had 
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it not been for the great diſtention of the colon, it might * been 
returned into the belly without diviſion. 

In ſhort, the conſtipation of belly, and mische 3 then 
thence, ſeemed to ariſe intirely from compreſſion made by the har- 
wan amentums and not from a ſtricture. 


- 
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la my general treatiſe on ruptures, I have ventured to diſſent from 
the commonly · received doctrine concerning the propriety of tying tho 
omentum, previous to its extirpation, when it may be found neceſſary 
to remove a part of it; and have ſaid, that I W it not oy 8 un- 
neceſſary, but pernicious. 

Perhaps I may have conceived an vereaſoakthe adit againſt this 
practice, and it may not appear to others ſo hazardous, or ſo impro- 
per, as it does to me; perhaps the caſes, which follow, and which 

are ſome of thoſe that have furniſhed me with my objections, may 
not be thought caſes in point; and the 'miſcarriages in them, may be 
thought to be deducible from other cauſes: all I can ſay is, that it 
appeared to me, that the patients ſuffered principally, if not merely, 
from this cauſe; and that as I am by repeated experience convinced, 


that a portion of the omentum, however large, may be extirpated 5 i 


with perfect ſafety, without being Ie _ s coy never Prac- 
tiſe, or adviſe the ligature, | 


| * 
Wee an Bode, HE BED nts MON. c 
M A N, about thirty years old, was WEL into St, Bartholo- 
mew's hoſpital for 4 conſiderable ſwelling 1 the groin and 
ſerotum. 
The account he gave of himſelf » was as follows: That he had bad, 
for ſeveral years, a ropture, which x a who had ſeen it, 


had 
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had deemed to be merely omental: that he had formerly had a truſs, 
but whether from its being ill made, or from his injudicious man- 
ner of wearing it, it had never kept his rupture properly up, and 
he had long diſuſed it; and that the day before he was brought into 
the hoſpital, a horſe had kicked him in the groin, and brought on chat 
increaſe of pain and ſwelling of which he now complained. 

It was Mr. Nourſe's week for accidents, and he conſequently took 
the care of him. He was = Aas Hike a > glyſter, and a poultice v was 
pred „ | 
The next day the Crelliog was the 974K and the man had not had 
any ſtool. A purge was adininiſtered, which he ejected by vomit ; and 
another glyſter was injected i in the evening. On the third day, find- 
ing that nothing had paſſed,' Mr. Nourſe ſuſpected, that the inteſtine 

was concerned: he bled the man again largely, and ordered two 
ſpoonfuls of a purging mixtute to bepiven every two hours, until he 

ſhould have ſtools. That evening he vomĩted two or three times, and 
next morning, being: {till (without a fool; «Mr... Newels: determined 
upon the opetation. lik esl 1901: mou Sid tg) * 

The hernial ſac Was ſound, thick, and band. dd FER a por- 
tion of omentum, and ſome bloody Water. Mr. Nourſe and myſelf 
both examined the omentum, carefully, upon à ſuppoſition that we 
ſhould find ſome inteſtine within it. It was perfectly ſound; but its 
veſſels were conſiderably dilated: there was no inteſtine, nor did the 

tendon bind upon the omentum. As there was no gut down, and as 

the portion of caul was now too large to repaſs the ring, Mr. Nourſe 
wake a ſtrict ligature on it, juſt on this kde, and cut it off. 1 

| 01 Soon after the operation, the man had ſtools, but, during that 

night, got little or no ſſeep, and complained of much pain. The next 

day he was worſe, was feveriſh, complained of great pain about his 
- navel, and that he could not it, or ſtand vpright, but had two looſe C 

* ſtools, | | 55 5: nd 72:5; On | 
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On the third day he was till worſe, that is, had more fever, com- 
plained that his pain in his belly was exceſſive, and could keep no- 
thing on his ſtomach. On the fourth day, toward evening, his pain 
ſuddenly left him, and, early the next morning, he died. 

Mr. Nourſe, who was ſtill apprehenſive that the inteſtinal canal was 
ſome way or other concerned in the miſchief, deſired me to open the 
body. et re 

The abdominal tendon was ſound and unhurt, nor was there any 


ſuch appearance about the wound as always accompanies miſchief pro- 


ceeding from thence : the inteſtines were perfectly free from blemiſh, 
inflammation, or obſtruction, nor was there any appearance of diſeaſe 
of any kind on or about any of the viſcera, except the omentum, which 
was gangrenous. through its whole extent. | | 

What ſhare the inflammation of the omentum might have in pre- 
venting a free paſſage through the inteſtines I know not, nor to what 
other cauſe ſuch obſtruction might poſſibly be owing ; but that the 
omentum was ſound, at the time of the operation, and gangrenous | 
when the | patient died, is beyond, all doubt. | 


1 l 


8 POS 


A MAN about forty years old, who had for ſeveral years been 


afflicted with a rupture, which had always been deemed to be 
merely omental, was brought into St. Bartholomew's hoſpital, labour- 
ing under all the ſymptoms of an inteſtinal hernia, with ſtricture; and 


thoſe fo preſſing, that the operation immediately ee was his | 


only chance. 75 
Upon dividing the fac, a large piece of omentum (which 9 was con- 


fiderably thickened in its . and whoſe veſſels were conſiderably 
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diſtended) preſented itſelf. This was carefully expanded, as far as ie 
would admit, and laid firſt on one fide, and then on the other, but no 
other body diſcovered, The inciſion being continued higher up, in 
order to get at the ring, as it is called, a portion of inteſtine was diſ- 
covered; it was ſo ſmall, as hardly to conſiſt of the whole diameter of 


the gut, but begirt very tightly. I had, when the inteſtine was 


fairly in view, a mind to try whether I could not return it without di- 


viding the tendon, and ſucceeded in the attempt. When this was 
done, the conſideration was, what to do with the omentum. It was 
ſo large, and ſo affected by ſtricture, that it could not repaſs the abdo- 
minal tendon without diviſion.: as the gut was returned, it ſeemed a 
pity to divide the tendon merely on account of the caul : it was there- 
fore determined to tie it, and cut it off. 

The man had a plentiful ſtool in an hour after the operation, but 
toward evening, and during the night, was much out of order. Next 
morning he was hot and reſtleſs, had a frequent and full pulſe, com- 
plained of great pain about his navel, and all over his belly, which 


was much too tenſe, and he was now and then very ſick. 


Blood was drawn from him freely, he had an oily, laxative, glyſter, 
and Dr. Pitcairn directed for him. On the third day, all his febrile 
ſymptoms, and his pain, were much exaſperated, een he 
had three or four ſtools. | 

I think I may venture to ſay, that both the phyſician and myſelf, did 
every thing in our power for him, but on the fourth evening he died. 
As the caſe had given me ſome concern, upon a ſuppoſition that the 


man might have had a better chance, had the tendon been divided for 


the return of the gut. I opened him as ſoon as I had notice of his 
death. I examined the whole inteſtinal canal, and found it free from 


blemiſh, the peritoneum was unaltered ; but all that was left of the 
omentum was gangrenous, $4 BAY | 
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ff. ˙ RES - 
b A” AN, about thirty-ſix years old, was a patient in St. Bartho- 
lomew's for a ſore leg. While he was there, he deſired me to 
look at a rupture, which he had long had, and which was clearly 
omental and irreducible. 
When his leg was well, he deſired me to cut him, as he called it; 
alledging, that his rupture was ſo troubleſome, that it prevented him 
from foflowing his buſineſs. I refuſed it, Ind directed him to wear a 
ſuſpenſory bag. iT | 
He ſollicited me again and again, and, at laſt, overcome {by his im- 
portunity, I performed the operation. The fac was thin, and the 
| piece of omentum not large, nor at all altered, nor was there any 
thing elſe in the bag. I made a ligature, and cut it off without med- 
dling with the tendon. From the time of the operation, he was in 
conſtant pain all over his belly. wk OR OP 
Bleeding, hxative medicines, ne Ker were Miiaiftered, but. 
to no purpoſe. On the fourth day he died, and had no appearance of 
miſchief about him, except a highly inflamed omentum. | 
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H E N a portion of inteſtine, which has paſſed out from the 

cavity of the abdomen through the opening in the oblique 

muſcle, is ſo begirt as not to be capable of executing its proper office, 
the perſon, to whom this Happens, ay be ſaid to be in immediate 
danger. | ey 
The general offices of the inteſtinal tube are, digeſtion of the food), 
formation of chyle, impulſion of it into the lacteals, and expulſion of 


the fæces forth from the body. If theſe ſo neceſſary functions are, for 
any conſiderable time, ſuſpended, or prevented, the conſequence is too 


obvious to need mentioning : fortunately: for mankind, this cannot 
happen unknown to us. Whenever ſuch ſtricture is made, ſymptoms 
and complaints ariſe which warn us of our danger: pain, tumefaction, 
and incapacity of going to ſtool, are the firſt and moſt immediate ef- 
fects; if the caſe be neglected, or no proper remedy uſed, inflamma- 
tion, fever, fickneſs, and vomiting, ſoon follow ; and theſe are often, 
in a ſhort ſpace of time, ſucceeded by hiccough, gangrene, and mor- 
tification. Whoever conſiders, what the firſt of theſe are indications 
of, and knows what will inevitably be the conſequence, if they be not 
obviated, muſt be ſenſible, that the very ſlighteſt attack of this kind 
ought to put us on our guard; and excite us to uſe our utmoſt endea- 
vours to prevent farther miſchief. How long the firſt, and ſeemingly 
lighteſt ſymptoms may continue, before material injury be done, no- 
man can pretend to fay ; this muſt depend upon a variety of circum- 
ſtances, and will be different in different caſes ; but as no man can be 
oy and intimately acquainted with theſe circumſtances, and- as the 
| change 
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change from the moſt ſlight, to the moſt hazardous, is ſometimes very 
rapid, no one can be vindicated in ſuffering the ſmalleſt portion of 
time to be loſt by waiting a few hours. 

The firſt thing to be done is, to attempt the reduction of the inte- 
ſtine ; if this fails, our next endeavour mult be to relieve the ſymp- 
toms, and thereby remove. the obſtruction to ſuch reduction. 

The means pref ibed for this purpoſe, are, phlebotomy, plyſters, 
cathartics, a ſemicupium, or warm-bath, fomentation, embrocation, 
and cataplaſin; and theſe, by, the generality of our writers of ſyſtems 
and inſtitutes, are ordered indiſcriminately, as if their efficacy were 
nearly equal, and it was a matter of indifference which a practitioner 
made uſe of. This I cannot conceive to be true; ſome of them are 
really uſeful ; but others, as far as my. experience. goes, of little or 
no. uſe at all; among the former, I reckon phlebotomy, cathartic. me- 
dicines, glyſters, and the warm bath; among the latter, embrocation, 
fomentation, and poultice: : the former haye ſaved many a life; ; from 
the latter, I never ſaw any material benefit, though. I have often and 
often tried them; and I am much inclined. to believe, that the uſe of 
them has coſt many a perſon dear, by occaſioning a loſs of that time, 
which ought to have been otherwiſe employed. The inflammation, 
and diſtention of the inteſtine, can never be removed while it is be- 
girt by the tendon of the abdominal muſcle ; whatever may be the 
original cauſe of the ſtricture, the effect muſt be the fame; the ten- 
don lies out of the reach or influence of a greaſy poultice ; the exter- 
nal {kin may indeed be Telaxed by it, and ſome ſmall part of the un- 
cafineſs may. thereby be relieved, but this is of no importance toward 
appeaſing the lymptoms, leſſening the hazard, or. affording a remedy 
for the original evil: the mere relaxation of the ſkin will not affect 
the ſtricture made by the tendon, the warmth of the poultice will i in- 
creaſe the diſtention, and the ingeſting will become gangrenous, not- 

| —— 
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withſtanding a ſmall part * the external inflammation may ſeem to be 
appeaſed.* 

If the ſymptoms are neither ſuch, nor ſo prefling, as to require the 
chirurgie operation; or if the fears and apprehenſions of the patient, 
or of friends, prevent ſuch operation, however neceſſary it may be, 
the moſt powerful, and moſt efficacious means of obtaining relief are, 
phlebotomy, warm- water, and the exhibition of ſuch medicines as 
are likely to produce ſtools: by the firſt we reduce the ſtrength of the 
patient, leſſen the velocity of the circulating fluids, moderate the fe- 
brile heat, and take the chance of a deliquium ; by the ſecond we en- 
deavour to relax the tendinous opening by which the inteſtine is be- 
girt ; and by the third, the diſcharge of fæces, through the inteſtinal 
canal, is attempted. The power of the two firſt is clear and un- 
doubted, but I cannot help thinking, that we are, in ſome degree, 
wrong about the laſt. Cathartic medicines have, in all times, been 
preſcribed in the caſe of hernia with ſtricture; but the true intention, 
which ought by their means to be aimed at, does not ſeem to have 
been, in general, clearly underſtood : this perhaps is the reaſon why 
practitioners and writers diſagree ſo much about the kind of medicines 
which they think moſt proper; ſome adviſing thoſe which are of the 
lenient unirritating kind, others preſcribing thoſe which are moſt ſti- 
mulating : both cannot be right, and therefore it may be worth while 
to enquire, what ſhould be the point aimed at, and which are the moſt 
likely means to accompliſh ſuch end. 

Is a diſcharge, per anum, the primary view, and therefore the firſt 
object of attention? or is 5 ſuch diſcharge to be ai. eo only as a ne- 


ceſlaty, 


* Cold, diſcutient applications, bid much fairer to retard the haſty progreſs of the 
inflammation, than warm ones; and will be found to anſwer the purpoſe much better. 


Such as ſolutions of ſal ammoniac. erud. in vinegar, the ſp. mindereri, the acet. lythar- 
girit. and ſuch like, | 
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| ceſlary,, or natural conſequence of the remoyal of the inteſtine Ges its 
priſon? If the former be the caſe, it is clear, that in the circumſtances 


in which ſuch patient muſt be, ſtools cannot be procured too ſoon, or 
by means hich are too eaſy; and that ſuch medicines as are moſt likely 
to flip ihrough without ſtimulus, or irritation, muſt be the moſt pro- 
pera and. moſt hkely to anſwer the end: but if the caſe be otherwiſe, 
if the firſt view ſhould be to extricate the gut from its ſtricture, and 
the diſcharge of feces i is to he;regarded only as a neceſſary conſequence 
of ſuch removal, then, I think, it is as clear, that ſuch lenients are 
unfit, becauſe unequal to the taſk ;. and. that a power or faculty of ſti- 
mulating or irritating the muſcular coat of the inteſtinal TR aum 
to be, the, property of: whatever is adminiſtered. 11 N 
That a depletion of that canal is a great and immediate relief to the 
patient, by unloading the belly, and leſſening the tenſion, is beyond a 
doubt; and it, is as true, that without ſuch diſcharge, the patient 
muſt, periſh,, even though the ſtricture be taken off; but ſtill the two 
objects are diſtinct and different, and the removal or extrication f the 
_ impriſoned. piece is clearly-the, firſt,* 1, /, 


When purgative medicines of any kind are given. * the * in 
. the caſe of a ſtrangulated hernia, and do not ſucceed in removing the 


malen from the Pan hey: are ihe rejected. by vomit or by de- 
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* Tt may not t improperly, in this place; be aſked, Dota the operation of a purging 
medicine may not be different from either of theſe? and whether it may not be in an 
incarcerated hernia what it ſometimes is in an ileus, where it often ſeems to act by over- 
poweripg that ſpaſm which+ had begun to excite inflammation, and would ſoon bring on 

mortification? What ſtill adds force to this method of reaſoning is, the conſideration of 
the great relief always obtained from a warm bath, W hether this be generally true or 
not, it is certainly well worth conſideration. May not from this alſo be inferred, the - 


reaſon why opium, joined with purgatives, is lombtimes, in the lame diſeaſe, found 
© to render the operation of the latter more ſ ucceſsful. 
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riving an increaſed quantity of acrimonious fæcal matter downward, 
add to the pain and tenſion of the belly. hel 

This is a very material objection to the uſe of all cathartics, given 
by the mouth, and more eſpecially to thoſe whoſe bulk, or quantity is 
at all large, and renders the application of ſuch kind of medicines, to 
that part of the inteſtinal canal which is below the e e __— 
preferable. os | 
Indeed the ſuperior advantages of inulating medicines, given per 
anum, are, in this caſe, many and great; they give much leſs diſtur- 
bance to the ſtomach, they occaſion no pain in the belly, nor do they 
at all increaſe the load or tenſion; they may be repeated frequently, 
and, what is of the moſt conſequence, they may conſiſt of ſuch mate- 
rials as cannot properly, or indeed ſafely, be given by the mouth. 
All theſe are manifeſt advantages, but the laſt circumſtance is peculi- 
arly ſo, for the tobacco-ſmoke cannot poſſibly be ſwallowed, nor 


would any man in his ſenſes think of putting the infuſion into the. 


ſtomach, although it is well known, not. only that both may be very 
ſafely adminiſtered in the form of glyſter, but that they are the moſt 
powerfully efficacious,” and the moſt uſeful medicines we are acquainted 
with, for ſuch purpoſe. | 
I have mentioned the ſmoak and the infuſion of tobacco, as being 
equally uſeful, and have, from repeated experience, found them ſo. 
Where a proper machine is at hand, or can eaſily be procured, I 
ſhould certainly prefer the ſmoak to the infuſion; becauſe, the effects 
which both are apt to produce on the nervous ſyſtem of the patient 
are, I think, lighter in the former, than in the latter; but where ſuch 


machine has not been at hand, nor could be procured without a loſs 


of time, which, in theſe caſes, is always precious, I have frequently 


uſed the infuſion, and generally very ſucceſsfully. The ſymptoms ari- 


ſing from the RA quality of the tobacco, the . the 
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cold ſweat, &c.. which. this weed. cauſes, more eſpecially in thoſe whe 
have not been accuſtomed to it, are, as I have ſaid, I think, rather 
more from the infuſion than from the ſmoak ; but, though: I have of- 
ten uſed it, IJ do not remember ever to have ſeen any ill effect from it; 
it generally, makes the, patient very fick. and produces a fainting and 
a cold ſweat, which, to thoſe who do, nok immediately, on the 
intoxicating quality of. tobaccg, and the Om ⁰ me of, ſugheintgxica- 
tion, may ape alarmiag 3. but —— br: from the {rogning,. or 
fromthe. ircjeation; made in; the. inteſtinal,ganaly) O. which is much: 
meſt likely from. both conjoiptly; I have, feveraltimes, ſeen: nuꝑtures, 
which, haue reßſtod all attempts by the band, return: of themſalves, 
untauched, duting the influence of ſuch glyſtor (1g 1 4 

May athet ſtimulating ae e ee at dif. 
 fergne-times,. mage: trial of, but never faund any at all equal, in effect, 
to the: tabagge,z nor did ever: ſee any of them.-prodnce-that;copnulive 
mation of; the muſcles of the abdomen, which moſt;froquently-aceom- 
pepics: the ſcknaſs attending che. ufa: of this weed, and which, althot 
ſatiguing and troubleſome While. it laſts, yet is containly,ope;of the | 
e eee neee e -the- portion af+ ee ur 
pliſhed. s 4628-35 Ibüedxg 28v 0993800! io nu 20 

L har deen mem hoch fab after fermions 
ral; _ Whoever,cxpects|infallibility. iz medicine, will be diſappointed ; 
but I.can,; with troth, .aficm,. that U have ſeen both the, ſoak and the 
infuſion ſucceed. much,.oftepes, than anything elſe, and ſumetimes in 
very deſprnate,calehe,. o olle bsvdltto? U Wd?! 7 Sev . 
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Ts infybap, which L have always. ved, e ae ht of 
bailing. - Water on one drache of tobacco, | 
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WAs deſired to vifit'a qu remand pow with 1 Janes then 
ſutgeon to St. Luke's hoſpital; eil. 
The patient was a ſtout, healthy man, about "—_— the rupture 
was large, hard, painful, and beginning to be inflamed on the outfifte; 
no ſtool Hall paſſed for two days ; the man had great pain all over His 
belly; and u frequent vomiting. Mr. James had, many times; 'tried 
to reduee it; he had bled him freely, S A both n cg 
glyſters, but all without effect. 

The ſerotum was exceedingly tenſe, * the pain which attended 
the moſt gentle handling was ſo exquiſite, as not only to render all at- 
tempts for reduction, by the hand, improper, but hazardous, - + 

It was about noon when I ſaw the man, every thing except the to- 
bacco had been tried; the ſymptoms were advancing haſtily, and the 
operation was propoſed and ſubmitted to; but while our things were 
getting ready, we thought e might as well try the ſmoak-plyſter. 

One ounce of tobacco was expended without any effect at all, either 
general or local, but toward the conſumption of another, the patient 
became ſick and faint, and complained of a ſtrange kind of motion in 
his belly, and alſo in his rupture. Upon turning the bed-clothes 
back, the motion was not only to be felt within the ſcrotum, but was 
even viſible ; this motion continued about two minutes, when the in- 
teſtine, without being touched, returned; the man became immedi- 


_ caly'; aſd, In n half af Hourz had a & plentiful GT 1 05 anum. 
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LN the — of Anme been I was * for in a hurry to 
| ſome little diſtance from LANG: in wie to rape the opera- 
tion for the bubonocele. ob SH 0 IOC, ee 
I found 3 very large WR the par and that in fo — 
fut a ſtate, as not to permit the moſt gentle handling. The patient 
had been trreated with the greateſt propriety ; had been freely and re- 
peatedly' le let bldod, had taken purging medicines, /glyſters;' &. and 
had been ſeveral timeb in a bathing- tub: his vomiting, was frequent, 
he had a tendency to a hiccough, and he could not bear to extend, in 
the ſmalleſt degree, the thigh on the ruptured ſide. ' 
The operation had been conſented to, before L had been ſent for; 5 
but upon my aſking the gentleman who attended if he had a machine 
for giving the tobacco- ſmoak glyſter; and wat anſyceed: in che aher 
wative, we determined to try it firſt. 
When about half an hour had been ſpent een gat. 
fon of the ſmoak,- the man cried out, My rupture is going up; and, 


in the ſpace of two or three minutes, it did Io, WI a noue W 
was heard by monk dus in the m. vagtDorn, 
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Gentleman, WR 1 n Wen had often! ewes me. a 
rupture, which he had laboured under as long as he could re- 


member, and which was now and then troubleſome to him, becauſe 
he could not wear a truſs to keep it within the abdomen, It was of 
| | 8 — "an 
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the congenial kind, that is, the ſac of the hernia was formed by what 
ſhould have been the tunica vaginalis teſtis, but his teſticle, on that 
fide, had never deſcended from the groin, but lay juſt on the outſide 
of the abdominal opening, neither had the portion of inteſtine got 


any lower, ſo that both of them lay together, on which account he 
not only, never: Spud wear a truſß, but even the gg of his 
breeches, if buttoned tight, was troubleſome. no * 
This gentle wa duddenly feized with. the.ſymptoms of; a Wie- 
ture, hoſe, ngt, light, even at the firſt attack. The piece of inte- 
ſtine, though always in the groin when he was in an erect poſture, 
had alxays. gope up pon his going to bed, and was always returnable 
When he Was qupine,, He tried now to reduce it as uſual. He ſent for 
me, ang all my, attempts were equally ſucceſsleſs. His belly was very 
hard, he began ee the male became very painful to the 
touch, e358 bet J „1 . 5 6 

II, arc eh ers difgrecable, the 38 W 
Wick, mcg; mech Tüiditn- the portion of  gyt-was ſavall, the teflicle 
inflamed, and ſomewhat. inlarged, an operation. might become neceſ- 
fary,; but,gould, not, in ſuch, eitcumſtances, be deſirable. 
He gd hled fregly,, even to ſwooning, purging. medicines were 
Siren, gd immegiately, 4 glyſters. had no effect, but were as 

immediately returned, and the mie, ani N on ſituatiop, 

was much alarmed. | 

Dr. de la Cour, who was his phyſici ician, was called in; and having 
tried the tobacco- ſmoak, ineffectually, we agreed to throw up a pint 
of the infuſion, made as before related. It ſoon made him exceedingly 
figks- agd faint, and caſed; a, large diſcharge of wind, upward and 
down ard. From! which, Ltexhectsd 2 return of Ihe gut, but in vain. 
At the, diſtance, af an hour or tv, the infuſion was repeated, with the 
rs effec}, of e k de during which, he was put into, 
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warm water; and when be bad been in it a few minutes, the flightc 


wg of the hand — * anne and fools. | 
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\'H KE late Mr. Fulager, defied. me ”_ p54 with | Mm: wy 4 

xine · merchant in Billiter- lane, -Vho had all the ſymptoms of 
EM in the caſe of a ſcrotal hernia, and whoſe rupture he had 
aneffeQually endeavoured to, reduce. 1 tried, and iwas alſo foiled. 
The ſymptoms were rather preſfing- Mri Smith, in Cheapſide, who 
had been the apothecary to Mr. James's patient, was alſo apothecary 
here. It was determined, that I ſhould meet Mr. Fullager again, in 


| about three hours, in ordet to perform the aperation; and chat, in the 
mean time, Mr. Smith ſhould throw, up the tobacco-ſmoak. At the 


appointed time, we met, and. found Mr. Smith employed as we had 


deſired; 1 laid my hand on the rupture to men the 6 ed it, and 


it was wonderful with: what facility it went up. 


The ſame thing, exactly, happened to me win a ls of the 
late Dr. Nicol of the Charter-houſe: but the ſame man, upon a re- 


turn of the complaint, at about two years: diſtance, was not again fo 


fortunate, the ſmoak and infuſton both failed, and the ee Was 
performed; but tas ung Aale 3m; 
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1 is as Hs dee "A « diſputed vol; feat of incarceta- 


| tion-of a portion of inteſtine in hernia, whether the ſtricture, made 


by the tendon, be original or contequential i br; in other words; whe- 
ther tho diſeaſe be not origihasty in the inteſtihe, and the ftricture a 


: ere CE of its e and diſtention. Thie * undd 


in 
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in ſupport of the; latter opinion are by no means void of fob but, at 
the: ſame time I cannot think them concluſive. The perfecbigalth 
and eaſe of many, nay, of every body, immediately before a e 
deſcent, the very preſſing and alarming ſymptoms with which ſuch de- 
ent: is often attended almoit inſtantaneouſly, and the relief which 
reduction immediately produces, in the majority of ſuch caſes, toge- 
ther withathe immediate and total removal, or diſfipation of al the 
evils occationed by: eee, en beds the en "_ 
to be true.” (4511 nr © 
On ther: other "ag Wk GAG: quiet, eaſy, and uacaiiptced 
Bate: of the-pants; in many inſtandes, immediately previous to the in- 
vaſion af bad ſymptoms, in caſes where there has been no exertion of 
ſtrength, nor any apparent acceſſion of a larger, and new portion of 
gut, are cincumſtanaes which, added: toi the incapacity of the tenden 
to contract, are well- en weighing, a as hoon PETE OT to 
the former ſuppoſtion. Nn 

As: a mere: point of eee 11 is not — a matter of _ 
great importance, but, when conſidered as applied to practice, and in- 
fluencing aut conduct with. regard" e Ne ee it be- 
COMES: very imtereſting indeed. eri! Sit tn 0 1427: 

Wbengthe hand and the common: eee rduction Fail, dope 
ration is own only reſource, and, if applied to in time, very ſeldomi 
fails; fo ſeldom. that, I believe I might, venture to ſay, nat one in, 
fifty * dies: of it, if timely; and judiciouſly executed; aud when it be- 
comes abſolutely negeſlary, iti is: the unicum temedium. This eonſi- 
deration rende ãt aumatter f ſtillamore importance; for, as in caſes; 
where it hęarges heeSI NV and our only hope, it ought always to be 
propaſed;; for ibo ſame: qa ſ one in oaſes where it is not neceſſary, it 

ought not to he ĩhonghbt; a aca it cannot be of uſe, ought 
not to be done. lid fkogeei 2d ! 


MEE as The 
| I mean of the operation conſidered abſtractedly. 
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The inteſtinal; tube, whether within the belly un ita maturul ſitua- 
tion; or thruſt ſerth from it in the farm of hernia, is liable ito diſeaſes 
whole ſymptoms ate peculiar to itſelf. Where there is no hernia, ho- 
body doubts concerning the nature of the caſe 31 but where there is one, 
from tlie ſimilarity of the ſymptoms, it always taltes the blame; ns 
deſervedly, ſometimes mucktheicontrary-!'. 014 YE2364! DSU $4313 

In the caſe of old, unteduced ;hernias,. eee ook thi 
portion of- inteſtine, -forming-ſuch complaint; offnamid be:exempt from 
ſuch diſtempers as the canal is liable to; on the contrary, it-is:reaſon< 
able to ſuppoſe, (that" by ſuck unnhtural ſituntioh and confinement, it 
would become rather mort Hable. But j be this as it may, bertain it 
is, that iuflam mation of tis inteſtine} violent diſtention of it, with 
loſscof periſtaltic motion; and ſtoppage of tools; is ſometimes: the 
caſe in achemnia where tlie abdominal tendon has no ſhare in the miſ- 
chief; andias certain it (is that, in ſuch· caſe, the operator can do no 
good. In ſome inſtances this may, by attentive inquiſition, be learned, 
and the operation thereby] preſerved from-4idifgtade + in others, it can 
only be kon by its proving unſuoceſsfulꝰ „ d 88127 zent 11 12 : 
-2Whicw'ithe-difuſdijgithe'mets conſequence of ſtricture,” and the gut, 
previous to ſuch ſtrictute, was free from diſtemper, it ſeldom, I. might by 
almoſt ventute to ſuy never happens; hut chat the ſetuing it free is fol- 
lowed by a diſcharge pet anum; elpecially. if ſuch igtention be pro- 
perly aſſiſted: but when the diſeaſe was originally in the inteſtine, and 
the inteſtine eĩther not bound by anheſtricture; or a ſtricture the mere 
confequence of the previous diſtemper of the gut, it tnoſt frequentiy 
happens, that" ſuch diſcharge does not follow che operatioh nor is ob- 
tainable by any means. aſter it. This Thave always regarded as a cha- 
ractetiſtic mark of the whe -natoro off the malady to which I think, 
from what I have ſect of thoſe: caſes, I might add another, which is 
| 2. * N and in ſome caſes, 6 of keeping the 


reduced 
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reduced inteſtine (after the operation) within the belly. A circum- 
ſtance which T have ſeen ſometimes to be abfolutely impoſſible. In 
the caſes where all the miſchief ariſes from the mere prolapſus and 
ſtricture, the returned inteſtine becomes immediately pervious, and 
enjoying, its periſtaltic motion keeps its place, and does its.office ; but 
where, by previous diſtemper, it is rendered impervious, and deprived 
of its motion, it cannot exetute its office, it remains violently di- 
ſtended, and is, with great difficulty, kept within the belly, of which 
J could give many inſtances. This is, on ſeveral accounts, a matter 
of importance, both to patient and ſurgeon: with regard to the for- 
mer, it is not merely the alarm, anxiety, horror, and pain, which 
neceſſarily attend an operation of ſuch kind, and of fuch ſerious con- 
ſequence, and which, of themſelves, are ſurely enough; but the di- 
ſtemper not reſiding in, nor being produced by the ſtricture, the ne- 
eeſſary ſymptomatic fever, attending ſuch an operation, muſt, in the 
nature of things, be a circumſtance of additional hazard: and,, with 
regard” to the ſurgeon, the difficulty of returning the diſtended inte- 
tine, and of Keeping it in the belly after it has been returned, toge- 
ther with che moſt frequent, and indeed moſt probable event of ſuch- 
' caſe, render it very unpleafant, and what every man would chooſe to- 
avoid. No man ban command ſucceſs, but every man would wiſh, ta 
be in the Way of it. | 
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excnitazac dae 0 1 ni imad To +5 "a 
e free vet zel HE auc order roptires, 10 not" « 
atter 8 mee anatotntcal*ſpeculdrion;” there are in the for- 


1 r ſeve Nicularities which require a practitioner's very J 
uy 0: F Aare ck a8 1 perator sügut aways to be aware of. 


on, and j 
_ Ky bt 1 hernia, every one knows, is formed by the 
li ꝓfotruſ hon Ache peritoneum, through the natural opening in the 
aten Jon, or the ext ext Erna oblique, muſele of the abdomen. This fac, 
i firſt, extends z no aer than the groin; but is, by means of its 
contents, gradually Puſhed lower and lower until it gets into the ſero- 
; tum. It always lies anterior to the fpermitic veſſels, and is enveloped 
in the cellular membrane, which makes the tunica communis of the 
aid vellels, forms A cavity perfectly diſtinct from the tunica vaginalis 
"haſten neyer does, or can contain, the teſticle within it. 
In the congenial hernia, the caſe is different; in this, the ſac is not 
wr by the unhatural protruſion of a portion of the peritoneum, 
3 Which ought to have remained within the belly, but is made by the 
+ uncloſed, vaginal chat of the teſticle; conſequently. the ſaid ſac, con- 
„andi, and neceſſarily, contains within it the teſticle, together with. 
whatever elſe may have paſſed from the abdomen to conſtitute the her- 
nia, and which ky muſt therefore be in contact with the teſticle, 
PFrom this particularity reſult ſome circumſtances very neceſlary for 
'A Practitioner to be acquainted with. Such are the following. | 
ift. It ſometimes happens that, in infants, a portion of inteſtine 
flips down along with the teſticle, prevents the cloſing of the tunica 
e and — conſtitutes the AFeſe. W t 
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coheſions with each other, or with the ſac, but in the congenial 
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2d. It ſometimes happens, that a portion of gut only comes down, 
the teſticle never paſſing forth from the abdomen, or * in the 


groin, and falling no lower. N ue WAN 

3. In- this ſpecies of hernia a ſtricture, or Arictutes, are — 
be e N 5 Sup 95 ac 2975 "lr e 1 

Ath. The part / contained in a common hernia, are Table © 9 


omentum and gut are liable to become connected wich the 57 wi 


which connection will, ſometimes, demand all the judgment, and all 
the dexterity, of an operator. 80 that, nice and delicate as the opera- 


tion of a bubonocele is in the moſt ſimple and common caſe, it be- 


comes much more ſo in the congenial rupture. 1 
FIB. 1 1. 
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B 0 V. about fourteen years old, was taken into st. Bartholo- 
, mew's hoſpital for a ſtrumous, 1umbal;' abſceſs; the matter of 
which had made its way out in the upper part of the 1 h The dil 


- Charge was great, and the boy ſinking apace. 916 Aol 


While he lived, I took notice.of a particular appearance on one kde 


of the ſcrotum. 11. 


The ſpermatic proceſs, at its exit from the belly, was being ad full, 
and plainly contained ſomething which ſhould not be there; immedi- 
ately below the fulneſs, the proceſs was of little more than its natural 


ie, but juſt above the teſticle, it Was e conſiderably W * 


had the ſame feel as above. | 


FS The true ſtate of the caſe BEE in doubt till the: boy died, at 
| which time both the ſwellings were Vocume: " els Ty 
had been. f 
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* 1 opened his body, and examined the parts with ſome care. [The 
tunica vaginalis teſtis Was open to the abdomen, and contained a con- 
2 hgerable portion of omentum, which portion reached quite down to 
ine reſticle; :but did not adhere. to ĩt: in the mid-way between the ab- 
* „gewinal opening and the teſtis, the hernial ſac was ſo contracted, that 
the piece of caul, embraced by the contraction, was not extricable by 
1-89 force, and was preſſed into a firm, hard, ſubſtance; above and 
Yelow,' it was ſoft and expanfile, but void of fat as in all emacitted 
objects. This hernia, therefore, added to its other particularities, 
I mut have been incapable of reduction without an operation. 
2 Much about the ſame time, Mr. Reiley, a very ingenigus emu 
man, who-was then under me at St. Bartholomew's, ſhewed me 
5 congenial hernia in a child he had then in diſſection, and in 2 a 
portion of inteſtine was begirt in the ſame manner ſo as to be per- 
fectly inextricable ; but by diviſion of the part. | 
Had the child lived, and, at any time, been under a neceſſity of 
ſubmitting to the operation for a bubonocele, this ſtricture, made by 
the fac only, and independant of the abdominal tendon, might have 
proved a very embarraſſing circumſtance in the operation, and have 
occaſioned a difficulty which- might not have been foreſeen; indeed, 
upon a view of it, after death, it appeared wonderful, how the inte- 
ine had executed its office during the child's ſhort ne, | 


g 


H 0 > M A 8 Lever” 2 lad about ſeventeen years old, was ſent 

to. St. Bartholomew 6 by. Mr. Gray, of Colchefter. His com- 

/5cplaint Was a rupture. which. prevented his getting his bread, and. which 
no * in the country had been ie to reduce. 


The 
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The account he gave of himſelf was as Wb : That he had had the 
rupture as long as he could remember ; ; that it had always been down 
in the day, and up in the night, until within about ſix niaths. paſt, 
when he had been thrbWn over a horſe's head, and bruiſed againſt t * 

1 of the ſaddle; that the blow gase him 10 great p ain, at dhe 
pummèe pain, 
time, as to occaſion his ſwooning ; that the” pain continued \ſothe 
hours, and was followed by inflammation and' ſwelling, whichilafted 
_ fome. days; and that, from that time, he had never been' able tb'pet 
his — FANG e | 67 la 

The ſcrotum was large and full, but not at all tenſe; it platly 
contained” a portion 'of inteſtine,” but there was no ſymptom, nor any 
appearance of the ſmalleſt degree of ſtricture. - Upon attempting re- 
duction, ſome part of the gut paſſed eaſily and freely into the abdo- fl 
men, but a conſiderable portion of it remained, nor could by any | 
means be made to follow. The teſticle was very diſtinguiſhable be- | | 4 
low, and ſeemed to be of its natural ſize, and in a natural ſtate, ex- i 
"cept that from the epidydimis there proceeded a ſmall, hard, body, | 0 
which body | became tight, when the returnable part of the gut went 8 | 
into the belly, and ſeemed to be what hindered the return of the | i | 
Whole. The boy wWas in perfect health, had no obſtruction to his diſ- | 
charge per aum, nor any complaint relative to the inteſtinal canal. . = | 
ſte part of the inteſtine was, as I have already ſaid, returnable with the | | 


a 


greateſt caſe; but event this woult” not remain a moment after the fin- 


enn 


f coinplete retluctibn was found iinpratticable, the parts were in ſuch a 
tate, that no behefit could be - propoſed from evacuation of any kind. 


10 put a trufs on was not only uſeleſs, but miſchievous; and to leave 
1 U. 


a 74 of ſeventeen, who Was to get his bread by hard labour, with 
bis g rotum loaded With inteſtine, liable; by every exertion, to be in- 


"creaſed; and by any inflaitiniation ic become eee could not 
be thought of. 28 +3! 2414 It 


_ 
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ot was therefore! after very mature tee 3 adviſcable, 
tigte hifi the very probable chance of a cure by, an operation, . : 
THe very caſy return / of part of the gut, into the belly, c convinced 
Seth muſt not epect to find any fluid in the fac, and t e boy 8 
. geen ſatisfled ame lt the Hera was Wedge il. and had the 
tone vaginalis fo ãts ſac. 

1 made my inciſion very e ta fund both theſe, circum: 
Katey to be true! Ia the bag was a ſmall portion of the ileum, and 
- that part of the eoloh called the cæcum, with its appendicula vermi- 
+ Forms; the formet'was-looſe; but the latter was adherent to the epi- 
Wy mis and teſticle. It took peng little: time to ſeparate theſe con- 


- ne&ions in ſuch manner, as to injure , neither of the parts, but when 
that was accompliſhed, 2 very ſmall diviſion of - the tendon, ſerved to 


obtain a complete reduction of. the whole, 180 ne boy went home 
well in about ſix weeks. 


If this lad had not undergone eee e by did, and 
-.. inflammation with ſtricture bad, at any future time, attacked him, his 


chance of ipreſeryation- would have beeg but mall. The adheſion 
would have rendered reduction impracticable; but "this not being 
known, would have, at leaſt, occaſioned a waſte of, time in unneceſ- 
. 'fary,/ fruitleſs attempts, &c. unleſs it may be ſuppoſed, that, after ſuch 
attack, the- inteſtine could be rendered pervious and capable of exe- 
cuting its office by. means, of . purging. and ſtimulating medicines 
- (which, in this ſituktion of things, Lam not much, inclined to be- 
. lieye) it is clear, that nothing but the operation could have ſerved 
him; which operation, (the circumſtance of adheſion not being 
known) would not, in all probability, have been Propoſed « one minute- 
too ſoon. Beſides which, when all the parts were got into a ſtate of 


inflammation, the ene on of che coheſion might, 1 . 
have been executed ſo readily, 


on RUPTURES. 775 
* 41 
A caſe, in ſome As like to this was in St. Path olomew s wont 


'n year 490 under the cate of Mri Vounge. It was in a bay. about 
eleven years old. His ſerbtum was much inlarged, and: contained 
ſomethi ing of ere bot there was neither pain, inflam- 
mation, tefifioh, ne nor impediment in going to ſtool : notwithſtanding 
the abſence of all bad ſymptoms, the boy, from the mere fize of the 
tumor, Was prevented edn, | 110 n eichen. wo of ile 
or work. 5 fr A tf 
The operation was eine the bernlaz which was 6 e . 
was both inteſtinal, and omental. I am ſure I am within the truth 
when I ſay, that there were ten different adheſions of the omentum 
to the ſac,” and two to the teſticle: nor was this all, for the upper 
part of the ſac was ſo narrow, that it might well have WER been 
for a ſtricture made by the tendon, 3 
Had the portion of inteſtine, in this caſe, been ae any time in- I} 
_ creaſed, ſo as to have produced a ſtricture, bad ſymptoms would ſoon I} 
have come on, and what trouble might not have been expected from | 
parts fo circumſtanced not one of which could have been known 1 
8 Ter to buoy eme 92 718102 rde HER 
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„ Waded attack of great pain in Neher belly, attended. with Gekneſs W || 
N 1 and an incapacity of going to ſtool, imply the proha- It 
\" bility of a rupture being the cauſe; eſpecially if the deren, 4 at- 
tacked either has at that time, or has had one. 5 
Pain in the belly, nauſea, vomiting, and conſtipation, are. the g- 
neral fymptoms of an obſtruction in ſome part of the inteſtinal canal, 
and denote, among other things, a perverſion, alteration, and, per- 
hape, ſometimes, ceſſation of its petiſtaltic motion. They do not in- 
deed point out what the particular cauſe may be; but Jet it de hat it 
BBY, Tf it de not cet the patient muſt fink, W 
$4916 t An 
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*Yn\nearcerated- hernia,” ast _ f is a. diſeaſe cauſed by ſuch 
made on à part of the inteſtinal canal, as not only ſtops its 
motion, and prevents the: paſſage of the feces through it, but 
ers the circulation of blend through its veſſels, nf very ſoon 
face mortification. : od $413 eines t bed Un 13 8 
e ſamg Fagptoms have ſometimes been prod luced by an in 

br oa or by a ſpaſmodic affeRion of the fame part in perſons. who, ib 
| have had a hernia, have not had any ſtricture in it, and alſo in 

os who have had no hernia at all. eee 2 "AY 
Tee great, and material difference betveron the two SES i, "that | in 
one” dhe ſytuptochs are occaſioned by an affection pf a part of the 

ateſtinal tube thruſt forth from its natural ſituation, within the belly, 
hg begirt. by a ſtricture; and in the other, they ariſe from an affec- 
tion of a part of the fame canal, not begirt, nor thruſt forth, but re- 
malning! in its proper place. The general complaints attending each of 
1 theſe diſeaſes are ſo alike; and are ſo very: difficult to be diſtinguiſhed 
from each other, that whenever: they appear th anꝝ violent degree, the 
places in which herniæ make their appearance, ought always tc to be in- 
; Nn into or examined, more nl; for although the 


ES; ptoms reſemble each other ſo 1 them are mate- 
28 3 diffetent, and render one an objefcpf\ſurgerye. while the other is 


not at all fo.” Whoever reflects on theſe factt, muſt ſee, the propriety, 


or, indeed, the neceſſity of ſuck inquiry as may determine the true | 
nature of the malady'; that a rupture, if it be the, cauſe, may be im- 
mediately reduced; or thare not being the caſe, that the paſſio een 
may be properly treated 5 e200} 4944.0: gde ttis one dn 
FTheſe eireumſtances are boch, that ac or gafety of che pa- 
- tient often depends upon them, anti therefore require the very ſerious 


44.4 


attention of the ptactitioner: but Matarial as they are, they are nat 
all, there are others which equally demand * regard. 1 


K. 
® The Ades of Platner, who ſays, Nec facile inveniuntur notæ ae - 


dunt ex qua occaſione inteſtina laborant,” is ſtrictiy es and true, 
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1 pings i 
pa ul 7 the 77 8 1 affeing 5 105 rt with 


cauſing it it; 15 Andi it ſometimes Happens, that | 15 ons 2 5 wit ; 


unreduced, or irt > Fuptur apab Ak 5 
charging 115 feces p s per fnum, by cauſe 5 5 Which: 57 n abe 1 caſt dg 


118 : 31 Des JOHN 2 911 52 
nection with, or dependance'v Upqn i 6 rupture, or the i inteſtine con- 


9 
— 


k GV G2 3 
tained within 1 it. 8 os it b ecomes a urgean' 8 cate to endeaydur 5 be 
5 7 . , A 10 
able, not only t to know. hen A Hefnia i is the cauſe of bad d [ymptc 42g 
2114 2 


but alſo when it is n not 3, as. his condu& v upon theſe different occaſi Alion 
muſt be very, m r materially rags for, on the one hand, 1 4 the 


chief ariles from the ipteſt ine ing bound by a ſtricture, 1255 1 


the redudion of, hy ha hands the King. it free by the ehirargis 


tows. proceed. fro om, another e cauſe, even. though tt the portion of inteſtine 
within the herpia JHhoyld, bs. the. immediate | ſeat of the evil, the at- 
tempts for, reduction FM.be painful, and. vain, the operation, : at beſt 
uſeleſs, and. moſt, probably, prejudicial, and. if the Grat and cquſe of 
the miſchie! be, not within the Augture, both the laſt mentioned at- 


tempts become thereby till mote im proper, more uſclgſs, and more 
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l rupture of, a 1 e d oft 120 e Een, was 


O08 5 8 18452 


ſeined with er ſtruc 0 ef 1 155 canal,” 
> Here * dpf ar Ins in; His particularly 


' 14 


| about his navel ; he was hot and reſtleſs ls, 10 1 KOT inclina- 
2 ret «1443 49 
tion to vomit; his pulſe was ; full, hard, an frequent; and he had 
Wd Uag: 5 FLLkY «+ 
gone, contrary to his uſual cuſtom, "three days without a a ſtool. 
.T examined bis rupture very carefully: : the proceſs was large and 
full, as uſual, but 1 at alt tenſe or painfuf upon being 1 handled ; his . 


bel) was much | Frollen and hatd, and he could hardly bear the light 


pon mkthes Lollldrathch of ihe 
Waise Tap bf btb ca M ups 


ad no Hiate in Rs p reſent 
he mg poets et veras ches ur ov 
tre,“ 


a (thor Advice high -e Wade A PhYHe Ir And für- 


Leon Were "Uiitea's elch art PWT Had eh öf tlie 
caſe, of m) optnion concerning the itreducibility 'of the tußthre, and 
cht W Had ee l le pfefent de Apa piat the nme tit delfire- 
Ing in r rue lends redochdn with 
. — Vt Re tds gnt nur thefb wa in a Hiture id THe Hbector 
erdered bleeding, glyttersg uhd-Chtharties; the uU wee: ifmiediatety 
ichecdoch BY weit And the $19 fer tamtgtawWI Witholit Hy mixtüre of 
Acts? Bidding Wal zepexted ddr URG diilin} "IHE! tebhecd-fmbak was 
injected, but all to no purpoſe. The operitibfl: Hag Propel!” but as 


Ade esc Ber rßpdrr rr uAUi ic et Ned the mo- 
bn PHRvad2 howebef , ment DHνtd the. patiein, dh oi not con- 


oſeiſt ans aw; RE heceffary;/abd believed it would 
2411549 ; | * | | | be 
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be ſucceſsful;;, I. could not fay i. becauſe I believed neither. ' 
Every thing elſe that art could On. or 3 was tried; but, on 1 


the ſixth day he di 
As it had been ED 1 was wrong and Poſitive, 1 I was very 


glad that his fi 1 5 SIRE $9.92 bee 
h FOO OWE ity 
one 5 e . Ties 1 e Oy 


caly e 1018 bal i nf fade e Htetulgab 
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OHN-DEW ELI. mn about thirty, was brought into. St. 
Bartholomew e, laþqusinge.,45, was. ſuppoſed, under any ingarcs- 
rated hernig . He had ngt hach a ſtool; for, three days, althqugh he.had 
taken both pungeg and, glyſters;;; he Ngmited almoſt ingelſangly, his 
pulſe was; hard and frequent, but not lb, 35 * SRP 4 
ſpans: death. 5/1; Jo viitidioobonni fff 6104551105 511; Hite Im 40 5155 
Ile had: e capture ivit was len che right ade, vas ole an teſtine. 
was ſoft eaſy, bytes free af and, ſegmed..to 
be capablx of redoction H hut, aſter many i minls,; I 75580 that L pd 
not acehtm ph chat ead, nhwithſtanding I uſed! my; mpſt, ndeg- 
yell ell which gave the mage; po, nyeaſineſs, and therefore; (aighed 
me, that his ſymptoms Fig. pot ariſe” from. his heraig, en e 
| they eee ST s br 100 63/15 
ih | Mr: Nourke coming into the. ward; 1 defired- him: toihoak/gr;ahe-— I} 
man: He thought, chat, notwithſtanding: the ſeemingly quiet ſtate | fl 
15 4h ruptute, e pri of, gut might be ſo engaged, fr 


5G 2 cauſe ut 
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Di unit ves 4 


Weeds Lee ed asc 1; eren n22d bed 51 2A 
115 tes ſac was formed by che tunten abe Hiniadt's 
intel ileüe, Which had Onda Red A flight cohthon 
855 1 * teſticle; but was" fo perfectly free froth MtiRore, thit, wheh' 
ye Ha a Peel ie from Its eounection, we returned it into the belly 


without dividing-therendot Trainee on tb eee molt vito 


1 was, indeed, afraid that the man een dae aba ccc 
have got him to bed, but he lived till the next day. 4 ug 90 2 
A portion of the colon, within the belly, had been in a Nate of ; in- 
ele was en mented, ons black, 


11 $54.1! 
E ont 1 poße a %% „Bug zwochs nam a MA. e 0 
+321£901- Ats 1b. hv; A 1 58 2 E. od XVII. ol Tra ; . 
ea aH AUD rb nh not foofll A bid or hel G- eines 
1 Was B ab yed-16.be preſent st the opening of OR 
»tleman;z: whole diſea ſp andi drath had -accofioned {pw as 
among thoſe who had attended him. Abi 
The accmunt given of hirn eee ene ae age of rob, 
hehod-enjoped bu mnidtgeraghed Rate of Heat. 
„ Thht, at the agel of: ſary, hediſcayersd a ruptures. for which he im- 


-mediately took;advicty and-pyk ona krafs'; that the tpuſs nat anſwer- 
ing her pnrpaſe, he loan, threw it; aide» and ſuffęrgd his tupture 50 
dukte its coutſe. . That it gradnally. ingreaſed until it became, both vi- 


fible and troubleſome. That he then applied $9, Mr. Sainthill, and 
Mr Samuel Sharpe, both of whom gandeavgured to. reducę it, but in 
_ »»din;2a08 boch adviſed him th x 8, ſuſpenſory hage which he, from 
en tags bed 1 We: 18 Ant! time, he had neygr 


0 | com- 


L 
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complained of any uneaſineſs but What was occaſioned. by its mere 
weight. That he very ſeldom. miſſed having a ſtool every morning. 

That, about two years before his death, he began to complain of fre- 
quent pain about his bladder and: fundament. : That theſe, pains, had 
affected him near three months before he found any alteration, in his 
fæcal di ſdhar ge, but that, ram that time, he had been conſtantly; co- 
ſtive; and, for the laſt ſix; nomths, had never paſſed @ ſtool without a 
vety ſtimulating purge and even then, with great difficulty. That he 
had frequently taken advice, had a variety of medicines preſcribed, 


from none af which Jig ever teaped any; other than the temporary be- 
nefit of purging. : That, in all this time, no alteration had ever been 


found, or perceived in his rupture, either regarding. its, ſiae, ot any 
other circumſtance. That, for ſeyen or eight weeks before his death, 
he had worn a very morhid aſpect, Was become exceedingly. emaciated, 
and had total loſt | [all appetite, His pains alſo being more Feen. 
and more acute. And that, for the laſt week, he neither, air 
could obtain any, we ſmalleſt degree, of ſtool. 8 
This ſymptom had bern, by thoſe who. were called a0 bs la, at- 
tributed m his hernia 3-and,,the;operation. had been, much, prefied.on. 
one ſide, and ohjected too on che other.. 4 
The eee its contents, neden 
much bardened, and a gonſiderable portion. of the inteſtine ileum. be 
perfeatly ſound and unaltered, and not bound by the ſmalleſt degree of 
\KriQure; the ſibemach, liver, ſpleen, and ſmell inteſtines, Mithout 
blemiſh, but -gonkiderably diſtended; but about ſfiye inches pf. that 
part of the colon neareſt to the retum was ſo gontracted, that it yas 
ie imperyious;-and-ſa.hardencd,.. that it was like nothing ſo little as 
2 ui. e ebe ee e ee 4 e ee 
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A* N, about forty, was brought to 6. darts dane 
| ſuppoſed incarcerated hernia. 


He had a very ſwollen, tight, belly, a eswe pain, eee 
| and no ſtools; and Alte had beth the aſe fob threeNMays, during which 


time, very proper attempts had been made both for reduction and paſ- 
Ager i697 OHNE bags TIN HE NAM a AMON a 
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Neither / the ſeratum, | nev the fate about the grain, ſeemed 
Alcatel chat xheoſzat of! Me evil was there altbough,. the parts. Mere ger- 
tainly too tenſe, and à portion of inteſtine was palpably ina herpi 
e. It was Mr. Ctand rurech- who! wis ut uf London, 0 
Edmund Pitt; whoradted -for him, deſted - mo tœaſſiſt in the-opers- 
tion; which wagt thought neceffary. 4 na diſabarge per ohm . 
be pedouted. St 0 bg Sd ho i onde gig h 
The hernial ſac * · the congeniah kind, ,antlicontained, a en 


4p ſajalt iteſtine] Which did not fdtnemut lie sf ont all, bound by the 
tendohjibut it wir fo Gn g and uni er! adhexent c the neck of 
"the ſae, that it was impoiible' tol trink of ſeparating it.  A,very,un- 
Fen- circumſtance this HH thut be, done vs, to ſet it free 
; rom W11"patfible* ftricture!Tanda36dfigokenesuld: (be, procured, 9 act 

j e might-be meceflaryoyr beck of tiayothl;'”: meg r. 
_ "* Bvery1meais, of pufpen glyſdes, Ke. Wes uſed, hut, h paſſage 
*proetred'$® ated} on the fburtlf diy from cat gf; bis admifligg, he 
"died: e $8199 'bgr'" 17 Ne 19H nl wi lige $H1vb" n 

1 The"pleteſe Sethe; im othel honda} eds that / part of the jilgum 
ak 0 We Rn und whith wag in: good? ordarycablyagherent 3 = 
but gbr up towar@ithe jejunum! it was: abſolutely. ioiperyieus for 

" rs thin che n D vIembAco2 mnm1075)} 
1 have 
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L have ſeen two other caſes ſo nearly ſimilar, that I need not repeat 


| aun. T 
The Gilowing cal W. fo ſome Aceutiltanclh which may poſſibly be 


mark the geadet is ngtios. iHavond wn yt ot nds H AN. 
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HOMAS MARSHALL, aged fifty- four, was brought 
'Þ ©3ffeo"St.' Battholoritw's hoſpital, on the 2 5th of May, 1764. 
Wer ae eh ee "Ws account which he 
EPO MitnRIP Was, | | att ent ie ae ne 9079 OCT igt 
Bar, i his childhood, Be bal been ing witk a gut- rupture, 
15 ge ha@'worrt a ttuſs until the rupture was ſuppoſtd to have [| 
ben GER. 1 That be had abways' been a regular, temperate, and 0 [18 
hard-working man. That, on the 23d of April, he felt, while he it 
Wis at Wörk, A Aidflen, biotede)cuttack of a! colic- pain, which, In a 8 

Fe bbets" wal fohoh ed yu flight purging. That,“ his pam not | 
'Cexfing, be tbäk me tincture of rhubarb; from which he had three | 
Gr cut more motions . That, in the evening of the ſecond day, he # 

Wound a Onſiderable ſwelling ein his groin and ſcrotum, on the ſide 1 

where is rupture had formerhj been. That, on the! third, he weht | 

to work again, although he had much pain in his belly, and a purge- | 4 

igen That” 6n «the fourth, he cook ſomething of the: cordiel kind, {| 
given hit by 4 neighbbun;:arid ſtaid at home all that dey, and the 

- next, during which he was pretty cafy, but had feveral looſe ſtpols. 

Fkt p bn tet ſeventh day from that of his being/ firſt;taken, il}; he io 
went to work again, but was again attacked with ſevere pain, and fre- i 
quent vomiting, immediately after which he found the | ſwelling:i in his 1 


ſcrotum TY increaſed, That, from. this: time, be. was ſo | 
BY „ much, i 
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much] and ſer confiantly'wneafy, as to be:obliged! to keeps His bed, it 
being the only place in which he could put himſelf in a tolerably eaſy 
poſture:'- An chat during theiwhole time, from. the agth of - April 
to the 2 th of May, he had very ſeldom had. læſꝭ than” tio ſtoals n 
day, often more. 

The man was much emaciated, had a quick hay a hot "Fg "TY 
Rl thirſt ;7xhe ſcrotum was pow very much on the ſtretch, 
began to put on a purple kind of colour, and had, at the ſame time, 


a watry load, in. ite cellulat membrane but palpably cantained. a += 
 quanſity of Hidin the, tunica ragingþs.tetis., The-whole fumor N 
A pyriform kind of figure; the ſpermatic procels y Was hard abd large, 
and clearly contained ſomething which paſſed into, it front the. belly, 
but, which, ſomething did not deſcend balow the. upper, part of. the 
ſcrotum, while, the. lower Part of the ſame w was ſo diltended,, as t to be 
HEM wan down the thigh, and was palpably filled by. a fluid. 
The: ſtate. of. the parts were ſuch, that it became neceſſary, to 4 
0 leſt they chould mqrtify, 4; made, with all poſſible cau- 
tion, an, inciſion. through the loaded integuments, into the cavity of 
the, tunica vaginalis, and, gaye diſcharge to near a quatt of the molt 
offenſive brown liquor: upon the diſcharge of this, the lower f part all 
ſubſided; but the upper remained, the ſame. 1 then, With a crooked. 
probe- pointed, knife, divided the whole, from, below upward, and 
found. that. t the, bag containing. the fluid, Was a congenial. hernial fac, 
whoſe internal. ſurface. had all the appe arance e of being mortified, and 


that the body, in its upper part, was a portion of intefline. This. FEY | 


portion had, on its ſurface, ſeveral black, and truly ſphacelated ſpots, 
dame latter, and ſors Gmaller ; but the gut. was, ſilllziniite, and ap- 
peared, modexately.diftended, with, wind. I. paſſed my, finger t through 
the opening/in the abdominal! muſcle, and; could not find: that i it made 
N e ſtrickure, but ſound, at bee ſame time, that the 


inteſtine. 


— 


* 
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inteſtine 'was fo firmly adherent to the ſac, that, in its preſent ſtate, it 
was equally impoſſible to return; as to detach it. That night the man 
had two good. tools, and next morning, when I expected to have 
found him dead, he was conſiderably better. 

I again examined the parts, to ſee whether the inteſtine could be re- 
turned, but again found that, had it been adviſeable, it was impracti- 
cable. The third day he was ſtill better, and had a figured ſtool, 

As it appeared highly improbable, that the mortified ſpots on the 
gut ſhould caſt off without leaving a breach in the inteſtine; I 
thought, that the beſt that could happen, would be a diſcharge of 
fæces through the wound, at leaſt for a time; but I was miſtaken, 
for at the end of five days, during which he had taken the bark 

freely, all the eſchars caſt off, by a florid, good, incarnation, and 
leaving no breach at all, the man became eaſy, chearful, and began 
to take nouriſhment. | | 

From this time, the portion of inteſtine in the groin ſeemed daily 
to retire upward, and become leſs viſible, and I began to entertain 
hope that we ſhould ſee a very fortunate termination of this very mi- 
ſerable caſe. For the ſpace of ten days he took the bark freely, and 
ſeemed every day better and better; but, at the end of that time, he 
became again feveriſh and languid; inſtead of his uſual freedom of 
ſtool, none could be procured; and he died. 

The ptolapſed gut had retired fo much, that, had the man lived, 1 
8 no doubt that it would have been included within the ſore, and 
been firmly healed over: the places, which bad been ſphacelated, 
were quite healed; but about four inches of that part of the inteſtine, 
which. was juſt within the belly, was ſo contra as to become 180 i 
impervious, and perfectly ſeirrhous. 

The intelligent will, I make no doubt, retoark o . parts: of 
-this caſe,” and-thetefore 1 ſhall trouble him with one only, which is, 
much | 5 H that 
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that ſphacelated ſpots on the furface of an inteſtine: are nat always, 


and, abſplytely, #. probihition,: againſ} les ſuch inteſtine into the 
belly. | 1 
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WA 8 dered to meet Dr. De Vilangin, Mr. +. Codman, and Mr. 
| Boigue, in tlie caſe of a hernia with ſtricture. 

The patient was a man about the middle of life, his rupture was; I 
think, on his loft ſide, and when Lſaw him he had not had a ſtoel for 
foverat days, though the uſual means had been uſed. Upon examin- 
ing the parts, they made as bad an appearance as poffible : they had 
been tumid, full, and inflamed; they were now ſank, flaccid; and 
completely mortified, notwithſtanding which I could not ſay, that the 
man appeared ſo near to death, as ſuch an appearance would indicate, 
but, at the ſame time, ſo materially- illi that I could not ſuppoſe that 
hae could receive any benefit from the art of ſurgery. 

The true intent of the operation, that of ſetting the gut free from | 
the ſtricture, was of no conſideration here; the ſtricture had done all 
its miſchief; if the man was to live, the mortiffed parts muſt caſt off]; 
and if he was to die, I thought it was better that we ſhould not even 
appear to have a ſhare in his death, by an ben nen I —_— 
could not be ſerviceable, and might be miſconſtrued. 

T bis was truly my opinion, and J gave it as ſuch. But, ouercome 
by the importunity of the patient's: wife, and to avoid ſeeming to be 
either careleſs or brutal, I was prevailed on to divide the parts. The 
ſcrotum, integuments in the groin, and hernial fac, were completely 
and truly mortified ; the portion of inteſtine, which certainly was not 
"eb than three inches, was in the fame Nate; ſunk, empty, (having 
647 burſt) 
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burſt) and as black as a coal ; the offence was terrible, but the man 
ſuffered no pain, as the parts were totally void of ſenſation. 

I contented myſelf with merely dividing the ſerotum and hernial 
fac, and left the rotten inteſtine as it was, lying in the groin on the 
outſide of the ring, concluding that a very ſhort ſpace of time would 
determine the poor man's fate, and that not favourably. The gentle- 
men whom I had met, continued to attend, and to take care of him: 
the mortified parts caſt off, he diſcharged his feces through his 'wountd 
for ſome time, but that, in no great length of time, ceaſed, and within 
the ſpace of a month, I ſaw him in very good health, diſcharging all 
his feces per anum, and having only a ſmall, clean, and healing ſore, 
where his wound had been. How 'the feces paſſed from the ileum to 
the colon, after the mortified parts were thrown off, I am, conſidering 
the ſite of the portion of gut, really at a loſs to account for; but very 
ſure I am, that if the advibe given by all writers, in theſe caſes, to cut 
off the piece of mortified inteſtine, and faſten the ſound: part to the 
upper part of the wound, had been followed, the man would have 
paſſed the remainder of his life in a much more unpleaſant mapner. 
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Hernia med by a protruſion of a portion of the uilnary blad- 


der, through the opening in the abdominal muſcle into the 
*groin or ſcrotum, is a _— ſometimes, but not very frequently, met. 
- Aithac | en c hon 2217 1D unt! aun zuck e * 
in It has. been takeningtice of oy many writers df character, and has 
beemncarately de ſcribec by Mon. Verdier, and Mr. Samuel Sharpe. 
(1 Whueveris gequainted with thy ſtructure and diſpoſition of the pe- 
titoneùhm, /uithout which. knowledge he cannot underſtand a hernia at 
1AV;>4nows that the bladder is only covered. in: part by that membrane, 
and &hak fte inferior and lateral e lie on the outſide of itim the an 
r aooiey bogr hole any rn dt as 
dv il hat portion of che bladder, hieb 1 liable to this protruſion, is 
not env ered by the: peritoneum, conſequently: when it ĩs thtuſt forth it 
„dos Hot catry with it any part of the ſaic membrane; and, therefore, 
anno have, what is called, a herniab. RI; it differs. From 
evetytother:k ind of hernia- : 123. = 
p Wa two eiae are are the any caſe lee met with. . TY 
as MG): S113 45 mogtird ads os 15 CE 
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Poor fellow, who worked * with a farmer at ikiogton, e came to 
!08t. Bartholomew's with a large, troubleſome, ſwelling in his 
FRAY The tumor was large, tenſe, of a pyriform figure, pal- 


pably contained a fluid, gave-no pain but from its weight when full, 
and had every mark of'a hydrocele, dogs that the teſticle was Ii. 
feRlydiſtinguifhable at its bottom. od | 
While I was heſitating concerning this circumſtance, the man ſaid, 


Sir, I can get rid of it all by piſſing, but it fills again in a few hours, 
eſpecially if I drink. 


Upon 


2 
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Upon my ſeeming to diſbelieve what he ſaid, he took up his ſcrotum, 
and ſqueezing it together with ſome violence, diſcharged the whole by 
the urethra. 


. XXIII. 


B O V, about fix years old, was ſeized with an. acute pain | 


about the region of the pubes; it laſted near an hour and 
half, and ſuddenly ceaſing, he became perfectly eaſy. During the 
time his pain laſted he could not diſcharge à drop of water, tho' 
he endeavoured ſo to do, but, n it ceaſed he piſſtd freely.” In a few 


days after, a ſmall tumour was diſcovered about the fize of a pea, in 


the ſpermatic proceſs, juſt below the groin: it gave the child no pain, 
and therefore no notice was taken of it. By ſlow degrees it deſcended 
lower and lower, and, as it defcended; it ſeemed to increaſe in ſize: 
when it had got to the upper: part of the ſcrotum, it was obſerved 
to be conſiderably in target; and the boy now found himſelf more 
frequently urged to make water; but without pain or difficulty. He 


was examined by a practitioner or two in his neighbourhood, who, 
not knowing what to make of it, adviſed the letting it alone. Within 
the ſpace of five years it got down to the bottom of the-ſcrotum, and 
when it was there it was obſerved to inereaſe much faſter than it had 


done before. The boy was at a conſiderable diſtance from London, 
and it ill- ſuited his friends to ſend him thither, ſo that another year 
paſſed before he was ſent up; which was done at the age of thirtwen, 
theſwelling being now troubleſome upon any motion. 


Some, who. firſt faw him, deemed it a ſcirrhous teſticle, and ad- 


viſed caſtration, to which the friends of the boy would not ſubmit. 


From the moſt careful examination I could make, I could not think. 
- that it was formed by the teſticle ; but, on the other hand, I could: 


not ſind any teſticle on that fide. 


N . 1 The. 
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The ſwelling was perfectly equal in its ſarface, was in dolent, had a 
ſtony, incompreſſible kind of hardneſs,” was troubleſome from its 
weight, but never oceaſioned pain in the back or loins : it had all the 
appearance of being dependant from the ſpermatic proceſs ; which 
proceſs, though it had neither the feel, nor the appearance of being 
diſeaſed, yet was larger than it ſhould be, and than that on the other 
fide. The perfect equality of the tumor, its being perfectly free. 
from pain, even when preſſed hard, and its extreme incompreſſibility, 
led me to believe it was not the teſticle; but this was merely nega- 
tive information. The trouble it now gave the boy, and its diſpoſi- 
tion to inoreaſe, ſeemed to authoriſe its removal, and the ſtate both of 
the part, and. of the child, were no prohibitions. I therefore pro- 
poſed and undertook it. I made an inciſion through the ſkin and cel- 
lular membrane, the. Whole length of the proceſs and ſcrotum, by 
means of which I diſcovered a firm, white, membranous bag, or cyſt, 
connected looſely. with the cellular membrane in the ſame manner as a 
hernial fac; I diſſected all the anterior part of this bag, quite clean, 
and found that, as I traced it upward, it became narrower, and 
ſeemed to proceed from the upper part of the groin. This determined 

me to try if I could not clear it from its poſterior, connection; in do- 
ing which I difcqyered a teſticle which lay immediately behind the 
| body forming the tumor, and was ſmall, flat, and compreſſed. 

The diſſection af this, and of the ſpermatic chord, from ha bag 
and from its neck, which I was obliged to do in order to preſerve the 
teſticle, took up ſome time, and gave me ſome trouble ; but, when 
1 had finiſhed it, I found that the cyſt was dependant from, and con- 
tinuous with, a membranous duct about the breadth of the largeſt 
wheat-ſtraw, or, what it was more like to, a human ureter, Which 
paſſed out from the abdomen through the opening in the muſcle. 

When I had perfectly cleared this duct from all connection with 
| the ſpermatic chord, I cut it off immediately above the tumor, and 


upon 
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upon the: diviſion, there iffued forth about four ounces of a clear li- 
quor, and the mouth of the cyſt, expanding it ſelf, diſcloſed: a ſtone, 
exactly reſembling what is found in the human bladder. 

As there was not the leaſt appearance of fluid, either in the bag or 
in its neck, before the diviſion, its immediate effuſion, and the ap- 
pearance: of the ſtone, induced me to. believe, that the caſe was a 
hernia cyſtica. In order to be certain, I ſaid ſome time; and when 
I' thought: that ſome quantity of urine might have paſſed from the 
kidnies, I deſired the boy to try to make water: he did fo, and a 
large ſtream of urine flowing through the wound, inſtead of the ure- 
thra, put the matter out of all doubt. 

He was drefled ſuperficially, had no one bad ſymptom, though: a 
portion of the bladder was totally removed: his ucine came through 
the wound in his groin for about a fortnight; but as that wound 
healed, it: reſumed: its natural courſe, and the patient has remained 
free from complaint ever ſince, except that the natural fize of his 
bladder being leſſened by the extirpation of a part, he ee to 
diſcharge his urine: rather more frequently. | 


ne XXIV: 
An Ovarian Hernia, 


Healthy young woman about 23, was taken into St. Bartholo- 
mew's hoſpital on account of two ſmall ſwellings, one in each 


groin, which for ſome months had been ſo painful, that ſhe could not 


do her work as a ſervant. 

The tumors were perfectly free from inflammation, were ſoft, un- 
equal in their ſurface, very moveable, and lay juſt on the outſide of 
the tendinous opening in each of the ablique muſcles, through wes 


"my ſcemed to "_ Fa. | 
The 
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_ The woman was in full health, large breaſted, "PE and menſtru- 
 cegulacly, bad no obſtruction to the diſcharge. per anum, nor any 
Ke wh but what arvſe from the uneaſineſs theſe e her, 
when ſhe ſtooped or moved ſo as to preſs them. Our 
She was the patient of Mr. Nourſe. He let her blood and purged 
her, and took all poſſible pains to return the parts Sc the Trp | 
ings through which they had clearly paſſed out. , 
He found all his. attempts fruitleſs, as did Mr. Sainthill and myſelf, | 
and the woman being incapacitated from getting her bread, and deſi- 
rous.to ſubmit to any thing for. relief, it was agreed to remove them. 
The ſkin and membrana adipoſa being divided, a fine membranous 
bag came into view, in which was a body ſo exactly reſembling a _ 
man ovarium, that it was impoſlible to take it for any thing elſe; 
ligature was made on it, cloſe to the tendon, and it was cut off. Tha 
ſame operation was done on the other fide, and the appearance, both at 
the time of operating and in the examination of the pans removed, 
were exactly the ſame. | 
She has enjoyed good health ever- Gave, but is become thinner and 
more apparently muſcular ; her breaſts, which were large, are gone; 


nor has ſhe ever menſtruated ing the operation, e is now ſome ' 
. | 
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+ HE powers and virtues of the Peruvian bark are known . 

„ to almeſt every practitioner in phyſick and ſurgery. 

15 iT? . 4a Among the many caſes in which its merit is particularly 
Dare, 


and Juftly celebrated, are the diſtempets called gangrene 

and mortification; its general power of ſtopping the one, and re- 

| fiſting the other, have made no inconſiderable addition to the ſuccels 
of the chiryrgic art 3 but ſtill there is a particular ſpecies even of 
thele, in Which this noble medicine moſt frequently | fails: I mean 
that | particular kind, which, beginning at the extremity of one or 


more e of the ſmall toes, does, in more ot leſs time, paſs on to the foot 
| 'Þ Xa and 


. 
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74 ON THE MOGRTIFICATION 
nd ae; nd Iometitüöe td a part of the leg, and in ſpite of all 
"the did of pbyflck and furgery, moſt commonly deſtroys the patient. 
„ It is veih Unlike tö che mortification from inflammation; to that 
"Fic \extbtHlal Cold, From! Tigatate, er bahdage;"or dos that which: pro- 
beds fiom'any' known and viſible' caſe; atld this as well in its attack 
"AS Ih its *provels! In Forde few inſtanbes it makes its appearance with. 
"Rttle/or no pain; Püt, in by müch the majority) of theſe'caſes, the pa- 
ente keel ke eat une ifle ld "htough! the whole foot aud joint of the 
'inele, ' particulatly in the night,” even befote theſe parts hom any mark: 
of diſtemper, or before thiete. is any other than a ſmall i ſooloured ſpot: 
on the end of one of the little tbes. I nog ec 
It generally mikes' its firſt appearance Un tlie inſide, or at the ex- 
ttetmity, of one of the fmaller toes; by a füll, blatke, 6t bluiſh-ſpot : 
from this ſpot the cuticle is always found” to be derschedt and the 
kin under it to be of a dark red colour. 
If the patient has lately cut his bails, er corn, it is mo frequent Fo 
nog very unjuſtly, ſet to the account of ſuch operation 
Its progreſs in different ſubjects, and under Ulſeorgiruntſtancts, 
is different; in ſome it is flow and long in paſſing from toe to toe, and 
from thence to the foot and anele; in others its progreſs) is rapid, and. 
botridly painful: it generally! begins om the inſide of iexch ſmall toe, 
before it is viſible! either on its under ot upper part and when it 
makes its attack on. the foot, the Upper part of it firſt Mos tits di- 
"Nempered ftate, by tumefaction, change of evloticioand: ſometimes: by 
© vefication, but Wherever it f is, one of the firſt marks of it Is a * | 
ration vr? che of the cuticle. elf L 19) ö I di ge: 
Each ſex is. Hable to it; but for en e e eee 
Vith it, 1 wick 1 wr ſoy, chat 1 as ſeeh it wid avileaſt, twenty 
rich * voluptuous, than | in the labouring, poor more often i in great 
5 1 = . | ©. * Eaters, 
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eaters,” chan free drinkers. I It frequently happens to perſons ſadyanegd 
in life, but is, by1 80 mE peculiar to. old, age. It di "pts, in g- 
netal, precadadweoriaccompenicd by; apparent diſtempecatyrs ,eithes of 
the; part or:of the habit. I. do not. know any particular. kind, of con- 
ſtitution Which is moret liable to it than another; but, as far as my 
obſervation goes, I think that I have moſt frequently obſerved, jt to at- 
tack thoſe who have been ſubject to flying, uncertain, , pains in, their 
Feet, which they have called gouty, and but ſeldom in thoſe who have 
been accuſtomed to have. the. gout regularly and fairly... It has, hy 
ſome, been ſuppoſed to ariſe. from an oſſification of veſſels 3 but 9 
this opinion I never could find any foundation but mere conjecture. 
The common method of treating this diſtemper is, by ſpirituous 
fomentations, cataplaſms actually and potentially warm, by dreſſings 
of the digeſtive kind, as they. are called, animated with, warm, pun- 
gent, oils and balſams, &c. and, internally, by the Peruvian bark, 

I wiſh I could ſay that this, Which, with little alteration, has been 
the general practice, had heen moſt frequently, or eyen often ſugseſs- 
ful; but Nam, from eee e 88 doligen to fay, 

chat it has: SDBOK103! ont) go an * Tile, Bad 11 29151 21 

208 L am ſenvble; that many of my are will 1 be farprigeds mh my-af- 
-fenilagy that: the Beruvian hark will not ſtop, a mortification, a diſtem- 
per dim which, fer ſome years, it has been regarded} as, ſpeciſic hut 
-ib muſty/beg net to he: miſunderſtood: I mean to gonfine, my, obſer- 
vation and my ohjection } to. this; particular ſpecies of mortification, 


- which 4 regard :ias:-heing: ſui generis: and under this. reſtriction, 1 Muſt | 


repeat, that I have. ſeldom, if eyer,, ſeen the bark. ſucceſsful z, in all 
other adſck,comhorcip it list uſed r recommended, ng man has a bygher 
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I believe l may venture to ſey, that I have tried it as fairly, as fully, 
and as veriouſty, as any man has, or gan: I chave given ät in the 
largeſt: quantity, at the ſhorteſt intetvals, and for the longeſt poſ- 
| ible ſpace; that is, as long as the patient's life would permit: I have 

given it by itſelf in decoction, extract, and ſubſtance; I have combined 

all theſe together; I hae joined it with nitre, ſal abſynth. with 

| ſhake-root; With confact. cardiac. with volatile ſalts, and with muſk,. 
a8 different cincumſtances ſcemed to require, or admit: I have uſed 
it as fomentation, as poultice, as dreſſing; I have aſſiſted it with 
every thing which has been uſually thought oapable of procuring, or 
aſſiſting digeſtion 3 ſtill the diſtemper has continued its n perhaps 
a little more ſlowly, but'ſtäll atihas: ended in death. 

I am ſorry to rob one of our great medicines of any part a its ſup- 
poſed merit, but, as on the one hand, its: claim, in this- inſtance, is 
unjuſt, and as, on the other, I hope to add as much to the character 
of an other, the tes medica will be no. ſufferer. | | 

Some time ago, 1 had a patient dlabouring under eee | 
who, from antipathy, obſtinacy, or ſome other cauſe, could not be 
prevailed on to take bark in any form whatever. I made uſe of 
every argument, but to no purpoſe: fomentation, poultice, and the 
uſual dreſſings, were applied in the uſual manner; the diſeaſe ad- 
vaneed ſome days more, ſome days leſe, and, at the end of a. fort- 
night, the ſmall; toes were all completely mortified, the great one 
become blackiſh, the foot much ſwollen, altered in colour, and the 

diſeaſe ſeeming to advance with :ſuch haſty ſtrides, that I ſuppoſed a 
very few days would determine .thezevent. | The: pain in the foot and 
ancle was ſo great, and ſo continual, aso totally to deprive the patient 
of fleep. On this account, and merely to procure ſome remiſſion, 

I gave two grains of opium at night, which not having the deſired 


effect, I repeated it in the morning. Fipckas. during the following 
»S4 1 | 5 


day, 
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days ſome advantage, J repeated the fame daſe light and morning. 
for three days; at the end of which time the patient beczme quite 
eaſy, and the appearanees on ſthe foot and ancle were viſibly; more fa- 
vourable. Encouraged by this, I increaſed the quantity of the medi- 
eine, giving one grain eyety three or four hours, t taking care to watch 
its narcotic effect, and to keep the belly empty by glyſters. In nine 
days from the firſt adminiſtration of the opium, all the tumefaction of 
the foot and ancle totally ſubſided, the {kin recovered: its natural co- 
lour, and all the mortified parts plainly! began to ſeparate ;! in another 
week they were all : looſe, and caſting off, the matter was good, and 
the inearnation florid. During the .whole of this time, I continue 
the uſe of the opium, varying its quantity, as circumſtances required, 
| but never gave leſs than three ori four grains in twenty-four hours. 
3 When the ſloughs were all caſt off, the bones ſeparated, and I had 
: only a elean ſore to- dreſs and heal, I gradually left off the medicine. 
I am very willing to acknowledge, that however well pleaſed I 
might be with. the event of tliis caſe, yet: I really regarded it as acci- 
dental; ſo much ſo, that having very ſoon after another opportunity, 
I did not care to truſt to opium alone, but joined the batk with it. 
The event was equally fortunate. But although I had joined the 
cortex with the extractum thebaicum, and did therefore attribute the 
ſucceſs to their united powers, yet the effect was ſo very unlike to 
what I had ever ſeen from the bark without opium, that L eould not 
| avoid ſeriouſly, and often reflecting on it, and determining to uſe it. 
by itſelf, whenever another opportunity ſhould. offer. I did ſo, and 
ſucceeded in the ſame happy manner, though under the very diſagree- 
able cireumſtances of ſeventy years of age, a broken, Liner 88 
ſtitution, and the diſeaſe making a haſty progreſs. | 
To relate caſes which. are nearly, or at leaſt materially: Gmilae,. is- 
of no uſe: I ſhall therefore only lay, that every opportunity, which 
i | VENT TASTE I have ; 
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I have had fince of muking'the eiperimeitt! has MW iore and tore 
convinced me of tlie gitat value and utility of this wrdicineg ant Gr 
its power of reſcuing from deſtruRion,"PpetfotisHihfler" this aA 
cannot ſay that It his" hever Falled inch ib certüinly has but then 
it has been undet ſuch citcumſtaiices ab think Would fairly account 
Jop ithe failure dan 244) eee 0B, eee e ee de 
I I ſhould: be exceedingly fotryt to be tnĩſuridetſtdod ; I' frogkd be (iN 
more ſo to umiſleud any boy; and thereſorb I hg itimaybernotioed, 
that I do not propoſo: the extractum thebaicithpdirwhislcates 4b an 
univerfal, infallible ſpecific ; I Know-. from experience, that ĩt is not; 
but as I alſo know, from»tepeated experience) that te will, under 
proper managetnent and direction tdo more than any, or then all other 
medicine j and that I have, by mransi of lit ved bind li cb, Which, 
J am very ſure, weld, under theæ c On, and imott approved. me- 
thod of treatment, without it, have beef löſt I could wot anſwer to 
P. the not communicating »hit-I-bad obfgtyed ? 10. 
If this was an ie or limb, or health of | 
| the; patient, was in any degree endangered, or by which the perſon, 
on whom it may be tried) (66014p in uny degree bo injuredi 4 ſhould 
have withheld what I now-pablifh) untilti greater length ofi timo: and 
more experience, had rehdesed it iſtillꝰmoret abſolutely certain ai and l 
mould have thought myſol fo ſlrictiy vindinable ini: ſu feings Ibptrasothis 
ds A medicinꝰ, whole genvral ieſfects are .]u¹E .] and hich nent 
ehe ame time, ſo capable of direction and management, chat it. is al- 
moſt impoſſible for any perſon who deſerves to be truſted with ingdi- 
eine at all" to:doiany muteriab ham witiudge i thoaughtritiwentd be 
wrong wd=unjalne:tonembrichatohadroomured © men h{tchanight 
thereby deprive” the aſfticted fi aol afſiftancervhichyot Ven, dive, 
is mot to be obtained from knpothetiquarterieiiw 2noienomot j,H, 


be omi 165.64 do aide.” my ctr; n io eldeqzo 
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In hort, from what I: have ſeen and. gone, I am o perfectly canyipgep - 
thy, by fits means, and by its means ſolely, I have, ſaved. lives, which, | 
withont its. cu have been loſt. ie 1 Yankwon: 71 © 
Hoff ũt / preſerves a few of thoſe, who ate ſo unfortunate to labour un- 
| | der: this naſty, painful, lingering, and deſtructive diſordet, to which 
\ we are all liable, and which has hitherto, moſt frequently,- foiled 
Alhattempts of art, I fhall;be ſineerely glad to have contributed) to ſo 
good an end ift ſnuld: prove in other hande as ſucceſsful as „ has b 
with me, Iſholly be ill; mere ſo , but, on the other hand, if, after 
ſeveral times giving me reaſon to believe, and hope that it would 
ptove àn inſtrument for tho. preſervation of many, it ſhould, upon 
2 more repeated trial, bei found: to fail, I ſhall be ſorry for the event, 
dut hall ftülbahinke that I did right in communicating what I, had. 
e ce andeavouring to be uſeful to mankind. 
loc opus, hos ſtudium, parvi properemus et ampli, 
Si patriz\yolumus,, fi nobis yivere i. | 
= $975 7 111211 Cy mil en- — 4 5 
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fu If:Lanvright:in/my»conjecture concerning this Bas w lad * 

ſtructive malady ; and if the; method which I have propoſed and 

Practiſed / ſhould prove as ſuactiſaſul in the hands of others as it has 
in mind /F-:cannot help thinking, that the external or chirurgie treat- 
[ment off the diſorderomight be amended ; that is, might be made to 

Leoincide more than it docs at — with ſuch abner r kind of 

os Plan. 17 asian DJ 08 29v151* 13 (5, 

27 Sine Ihavwe bal en leer 4 opinion, 0 to 40 b in 
eonſortriity toũt, i have found more advantage from frequently ſoaking 
the fobt and / inde! in warm milk, than from any ſpirituous, or aro- 

matie fomentations whatever; that is, I have found the one more 
capable of alleviating the pain, an ſuch patients almoſt always 
bn feel; 
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| the one be trkated in the uſual manner, with a arm, ſtimulgting- gg 7 
raphaſm,” and the other only with a poultice made of the-fipe Karina, 


nn 
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feel, that 85 bother! hieh eireumſtanee 1 regard as a very material 


ober Fa . away dit evil; Put, in this particular caſe; I look , upon, 
iPh&bttig* fing ularly ſo. Whatever ears Ghrritdtcs, Ati le or 
Hm Mays ch increaſe: the di85dsr;, and? 
digg 98 elle Map TAR bf tb progres E und oh) this c get have. 
areas WU ike Hover tended feel td (977 te ippeatk,” ant 
ae $i 100 00 10 
ches fete phi urn iüe di gr: weben h, HR Ates 100 
Folindbd om wendral idea of waiming, invigorating,  Rimulating, Ihe” 


refifticng) putrefactibn, and tlie means generally made uſt aK ate ve 


| ;proplerivor.ducti pwpoſe : but. I muſt own'*that I think the bases 
| HER to be improperf. 1 Gang Sb . i 86 401” - 


pound this principle, the old. thertica'Londintnſs Abit preſent. 
catwpT ſtria e Cymino; have been, and fill are; reel) uſedl On this 
ocbaſions! A'compolition'of 'rhis Kind, ir it does anything, muſt beat 


| and ſtimulate, and it is by heating and fimulating the ſkid; to which 


it is applied, that-it. ſo. frequently-.docs that miſchief wh ich I am 
confident: ir oftett does, tho“ ſuch Wee is fet t. to the account of the ä 


; nztüre of the diforder. Gaſes: exact ſirailar, - i in all circumſtances, 


are bot tobe met with- every” day, but 1. am from experience * 
vihced, that of two, as nearly ſimilar a: as may be, in point of pai Hain if 


„if 


ſeminis Uni, in boiling milk ot water mixed with ung. ſambug, r 
freſh butter, that the pain, and the progreſs of the diſtemper, Willlbe 
mich greater and quicker in the ſoimer than in the latter. 


7 FIN Gtuow } 


When the black, or mortified. [pet has. fairly; wade als APPEArance 
| ond ble ve-nore al ihe toes, it is the general practice to TRL, 


cut inte) uch altered part with the point of a: knife of: Janc&yy) If, Fi this ; 


41 inciſiom BE made nierely to era Whether the "Hit be mo eic 0 0 „ 
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not, it is altogether unneceſſary, the detachment of the cuticle, and 
the colour of the ſkin, render that a decided point: if it be not made 
quite through the eſchar, it can ſerve no purpoſe at all; if it be 
made quite thro', as there is no confined fluid to give diſcharge to, it 
can only ſerve to convey fuch medicines as may be applied for the pur- 
poſe of procuring digeſtion to parts capable of feeling their influence, 
and on this account N are ee to be. ay Net and therefore 
A t 28) 210) | 
"When the upper part; at the foot basis to nt with its eie and 
to change colour, it is a practice with many to ſcarify immediately; 
here, as in the preceding inſtance, if the ſcarifications be too ſuper- 
ficial, they muſt be uſeleſs, if they be ſo deep, as to cauſe a light 
hemorrhage, and to reach the parts which have not yet loſt their 
ſenſibility, they muſt do what indeed they are generally intended to | 
do, that is, give the- medicines, which ſhall be rr an opportu- 
| nity of acting on ſuch parts. 

"The medicines moſt frequently made uſe of for this purpoſe are, 
like the theriaca, choſen for this ſuppoſed activity; and conſiſt of the 
warm, pungent, oils and balſams, whoſe action muſt neceſſarily be to 
ſttimulate and irritate : from theſe qualities they moſt frequently excite 

pain, which, according to my idea of the diſeaſe, is diametrically op- 
| polite to the proper curative intention ; and this I am convinced of 
from repeated experience. | 

The dreſſings cannot conſiſt of materials which are too fofe and le- 
nient ; nor are any ſcarifications neceſſary for their application. But 
1 would go farther and ſay, that ſcarifications are not only uſeleſs, but, 
in my opinion, | prejudicial, - by exciting pain, the great, and chiefly to 
be dreaded evil, in this complaint. The pultice thould be alſo ſoft, 
ſmooth, and unirritating ; its intention ſhould be merely to ſoften and 
relax; it ſhould comprehend the whole foot, ancle, and part of the 
5 K | leg; 


dos 451 ſhould always be ſo moiſt, or * as not to be likely to | 


become at allidry or her betucen one drefling and another. 

24 L Will ttouble the reader With unly one remark mote II 5 931 
Ji When:theitogs fare, to All appearance, perfectly mortified, ph ſeem 
£10,1ooke as to be capable of being eaſily taken away, it is, in general, 
thought right / to remove them. However rotten and looſe they may 
ſeem tu ibe, ot᷑ really att, et while they: Fold on, they hold by ſome- 
thing which is ſtill endued with ſenſation, as may always be known, if 

they, be bentibatk-or: twiſted with. any degree vf fag els 2 10 
I Vill not enter into a diſpute about the ſen! 
[lk AA nor undertake to determine wh 
any other kind of parts which ſtill maintain the — the toes 


with their own reſpective joints, ot wich the metatatfal-bones ; it is 
dufficient for mo to know, and to inform the young practitioner, that 
however looſe they may ſeem, yet if they be violently twiſted off, or 
the parts, by which they hang, be divided, a very conſiderable degree 
of pain will moſt commonly attend ſuch operation, which therefore had 


much better be/avaided z and that I have ſten'this very pain, thus pro- 


dutedꝭ bring on freſh miſchief, and chat of the gangrenous kind. 


If the patient does well, theſe parts will certainly as be of, af he 
* nen 9 N good can variſe from nee Wa 
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